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The MATRIX design allows you
fo quickly convert to any one of
four * configurations with the
ability to adjust the protector to
a smaller size for a perfect
body fit. Adapter strap allows
for front only protector configu-
ration shown above.

Mike Larocco - Factory Connection/ Joiek fn:the Box / Honda
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Rear View

CHEST PROTECTOR

The o|| new MATRIX protector combmes the innovative use of hngh |mpoct injection molded plastic with injection moldecl bio-foam

L puddmg for the ultimate strength, comforf and durabnhty This revolutionary protector offers suspended netted” shoulders with

i

added fodm pqddmg, a non-restrictive, ergonomlcally correct fit, adjustable stretch woven spandex? side and epaulet sfrops forw !

a precise fitto all body sizes. Other features include additional foam padding on the shoulders, back, chest and edges. Extral X

. : ‘ Ry | 1 thick durable graphics with @ fully detailed venhng system mqke the MATRIX the finest protector ever made. Available in: Black,
; ' ‘ d k! ' Red, White, Yellow, Grey and Blue.
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Who has the best ride: T
Henry,Windham or Dowd? -

44 MIDDLEWEIGHT 4-STROKE .~ <
COMPARISON g ot
Who makes the best ride: Honda, Husaberg
KTM or Yamaha?

70 MINI MOTOCROSSER COMPARISON
Who makes kids ride best; Honda,
Kawasaki, Suzuki, TM or Yamaha?

TECH TEACHINGS

91 KEEP YOUR COOL
Radiators that won’t steam your glasses

103 4-STROKE JETTING TIPS

When a thumper misses, is it eight-stroking?
QUQOTE: “| got to ride a dirt bike for 18 days. How bad could that be?"—Paul
Krause at the end of the Paris-Dakar Rally

ON THE COVER: Which is the best works bike? Which is the best 400? Which is
| the best 80?7 Which is the best shootout? Read 'em all and choose. Photos by
| Tim, Ron and Joe.
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34 THE Z
After 30 years, you would think the Z50
would grow up

38 RITES OF SPRING
Mud, sweat and fear at the start of
the season

66 PRODUCT EVALUATIONS
Previews and reviews on Moto Jackrack,
Motion Pro, Boyesen and Hardline

84 TALES FROM AFRICA
When you inhale 6500 miles of sand,
how does it get out?
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106 SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
116 NEW PRODUCTS
126 CRASH & BURN

WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine is
potentially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our
photos are experienced experts or professionals. Do not
attempt to duplicate any stunts that are beyond your own
capabilities. Always wear the appropriate safety gear. Dirt
Bike does all of its testing and photography legally on public
land, or private land with permission from the owner(s), and
we abide by the local laws concerning vehicle registration
and muffler/spark arrester requirements. We are not re-
sponsible for quality of aftermarket accessories we use.
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1998 WRAOOF_ nm(l?lv not available in CA, Php:ogmpl\ed using a highly skilled professional rider. Do not attempt these maneuvers. ®
Dress. properly for your ride with a hcln!et. eye protection, long-slncved shirt, long pants, gloves and boots. Yamaha and the Motorcycle Safety Foundation encourage you to ride safely and respect the environment.
For more information regarding the MSF rider course, call 1-800-446-9227. Do not drink and ride. It is illegal and dangerous. Visit our website at ww
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Hawkins equipped with breakthrough technology.

Yamaha has outfitted Agent H:

for long-haul duty with a 3.2-gallon fuel tank, skidplate, U.S.F.S. spark arrestor and enduro lighting.
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vkins with the all-new WR400F. Motivated by 399ccs of high-tech four-
stroke thrust, the WR has a wide-ratio 5-speed transmission capable of negotiating tricky off-road
sections at any cadence. Built on a race-winning, YZ-inspired chassis, this lightweight thumper is primed

1998 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. (Cypress, CA 90630).

w.yamaha-motor.com,







