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SUZUKI PE4OO

An Open Class 400 Enduro That's
Great, And Not So Great
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ider. Shifting is

neutral fuirly
easy U waiting for your
turn at that killer hill, The big Suzuki hss
another first— ribbed kick start lever -at
Tast, The lever uddy boot soles and
climinates a lot of cussing when the going
ge1s gooey. Only problem with the unit is
iis length” A person with  large boot will
hit the top of

almostany clear thinking
nd

e O v v and
needs e o o mlnt

id plte waps tghy

around the engin’s lower case but v

pan of the ywheel e unprotected
Otherwise i 1 mice pige

T i e o £ 0wt

by

movable docsn't give
proper credit.

B e
quicker than any enduro bike we have ever
tested., The front has a pul bar to remove

mate
the pwur spread the PE40D-has: 11 has
punch at any engine speed and the power
Bowing fron i 1 s and omplisly
prediciable- Bore is §5mm and stroke.
rather short 70mm. A 36
buretor feeds premixed fi
normal Suzuki reed systen; into the cylin-
der a4 piion port s ino th Iower
cases through a case ine cases arc
st stk engine mount.
ingwon'twinany ards-ths rest mounis
with p he swing arm bolt and
W
simple way. Primary drive s by stmuight-cut
and primary Kick starting is standar
 first for open class Suzuki dirt engines
“The multi-plate clutch runs i cooling oil
and has a pleasantly easy pull. When
puled. it disengages compleicly und
doesn't chatter or jerk when relcascd.
specd tmmsmision has pefec
enduro atls Low syt ovety low but the
bike will climb anything climbable with-
ut slipping the chitch and fifth willscare

»i

axle nut and one spacr
ut the rear wheel s the gt one
e e
peronabout 15 seconds! Homest. The
design is a version of the older Husqvarna
enduro rear wheel. The wheel plugs into a

heel, The
et siminaing e need for chin

removal. Wheel adju inplace and

e vl rreads i o satonay ot

e bikeis aid on Mu

e i R e i
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miles on our test bike and had no problem
with them
Theowner’s manul ihat comes it he

oving the rear whecl,

The
hmical writer obsiously didn't have the
g iea: i

Temove it So bevare Follow: the pro-

cedure we described here and with practice
oval can be cut o less than 10 second:
The throttle i 2 st

changed from the ‘vul«ldn without dis
assembly. Unlike
-

rick 4-min. cpoxy along
designed aro

only thing that holds the grip pcs
extension of the top cap.
ter pitchitand putona Gunner or Ma
re it Jets you down on the trail.
Foot controls aren't up
bike's developt
must hase.

also plastic. Bet.

We
FsliMolo

“The PE400 frame is made from chrome-
‘moly steel and shaped much like the RM
./ afpe singl downia b plis im0
two smaller twbes under the engine. f
ing a wishbo rze mumrlcr back
bone is strengthenes
forming  uangle and the sien
rea i heavily gusscted. T
leave the backbone whe
form a loop for the. vwrlcml-r The upper
shock mounts are form r
i s Sty
laced (ube thal buls o the wishbon
tubes behind and below ihe engine. The
junction of these tubes i strengt
the eftside by a short curved
flat plate on the right. RM otpegs
aft mounied o Ghese supports and oiler
slnt grip 10 muddy boot sole. The
healthy rewrn springs ensure they
Sick in the wp.positon. A folditg side
stand. also like the RM's, is bolted 1o the
leftside and the return spring s strong and>

‘Suzuti six-

Foolpegs are excellent, Brake pedal is

cleated but doesn't fold. Large cable gives a
foedback equal (o o

Odometer is light and simple.
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Rear brako.

et iy i esasSeE oo spenset ot o st ot e Sl cotan

b has

stan

Front brake s strong and fas an external

o provent sticking when oper-
Forks are shortened AM units
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roturn spring
ated in muct

g &
‘Suzuki sx-day fool wil emove both wheels,

adjust the rear axie, tighten or adjust the
bars, change a spark plug. and perform
many other maintenance and repai jobs in
the .

placed on top of the tubing where rocks
can't prunc it of.

An extruded aluminum swing

145 8. protective rub block that wraps
around

h op. fron and botom, © cp
awing an it. I hol
small plstic goard

n.\rubl iy on dit i
e has a laree diames
Contr {hats (el coated and. provides
feedbuck equal 0 o The e

i is hooked

e equipped with new model K290

s. Both worked well in mud but
conto i poot on iy and cen damp
round. The font i parculary bad 1
i i R od
i il 5 i oo bhy
then skate without warning. We threw it
away and installed a Metzeler.

The 40 has 98 n. of ok il and
10.8in.of rear wheel travel. T

el for the bike’s intended use. Triple
clamps have wide clamping surfaces and
the top clamp has rear-set handlel

estal. The shocks are KYB non-

adjusted to three pasitions but damping
P e

rebuil
Suzuki's nifty six-day wreneh has been
updated and now contins 4 removable
rench with an axle puller pin

for the lust couple years. The complete
wrench will fix or adjist many pieces of the.

el AR AT maireans



adts the et e and undiehr, ght
and many other at.
e e
w 12mm sized nut
ble. The wrench is
e of the triple trec

numberplate.

zo0d qualiy

G ket ot mi e
ki 82

and 10 tel where the
th ot whesi e
between bured

Tcioal peth v Mk

The
dm,un)n
ki s bt R 1>
i e ke
where it wanis. erving when the
fron el lacement makes o difernce
between following 4 precarious tril o
mm\mnxﬂ\ ks e
bikeabor »mnm‘u\hu\ the tail has
e aor iy st
T ke G ot epgnais

ause arm sires and amupigh.uncsy
rder Sicering precision improved with the

5 Metzeler but no tire is going o
steering. After the second test
Session an inspection of the bike wined up
on the rear tire and we re-

placed it with a Dunlap. K8SHT. The
Bl e MR et con s Lo E
but the stcering sill has a delayed and
The rest of the package is good far & first
year model: Brakes are strong and progres-
ve. Both brake arms have external return
springs so mud docsn'tslowor prohibit the
return. The silencer is sirongly mounted
and quietalthough it isn't repackable. The
oamaiceanes s good plsic abon
top that diverts water from i1s

opening. Clutch pull is a one finger pro-
cedure and th

gal an

ke S pbes o) ahesGaek o
caution s used.

The uspension s por The ks

o on. sa. o

a litde

Fiand: kop, inidhe

ter oil helped but didi'tend ull

rider's complains. The shocks

have double springs with perfect spring
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SPECIFICATIONS DIMENSIONS FeATURES
st s s1698 | Wheabaso s | swmgumiera 2130 ot oo
Forc el 9in. | Seathoign a72in | Swingam oo
Fork stanchion ‘Seat width 61in. 1o drive sprocket F‘“' 5"
dameter ..o | Seattongh ortin | comr som mgm;‘"v“ww %

e hea e 10.11n. | Seat on o steoring G tank s sk s
ot e 30021 Bragesone | stemcartr 13810 | holo e 5N Mo
Rerire s 21 P s
Engie. twosoka Sngie | oo hight . 1601n. | Forkrateangle 295" | lowty %
Bore x stroke. x70mm | Footpeg to Trail 4.92in. | Does owner manual
Piston displacement . 397cc seat top. 218in. | Test weight w/ ‘show how fo disassemble
Compression ratio. 7.3:1 | Footpeg o shift half tank fuel. 2651b. complete engine? yes
Claimed power na lever center 6.0in. | Weight bias, front/ iPock o
fcedinnie s | Fooes oo oapacant 5525 | o190 o
Carorsion _ 36mm iuni | podelconter 5.2 S o
iontion
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e and mirginal duning s, They
re i fo play and ovic/C riders bt
(6L or any. A rder wil son verride
ihelr o, Whea pushed ard heahacks
et quickly enough and the back

mps. Strangely

2o0d control can be.
Just becomes rough ind s g,

We learned more about the suspension
by following the PE than riding it. From
ehind. ths bike wiiches S
Funny, the rider is neve

et Thomeane Y raenehy
responsible fo th uncasy eclin ol e
test riders noted. The suspension. es.
Rt e e

pec
twitch,
The previously mentioned gas con-
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sumplion e the caly it e could o
tremely smoorl

o' vibrieat any specd and
atany rpm. And the power is pi
and compstely useable. In fat it hs he

of any Ji
anese apen class two-stuke we hive (ested
wheelis

whesl: This kind of

ipper y sid slopes and b
m\kdonlw)szqa e
euti poner et PEdo e

 is more versatle than

ke RM engine. The PE will

pull second gear from & near dead Sop.

ovn unhil v
and il wind like

a 125
o
play ridr docsrt

“The PEAODIs a good
can't be considered gre.
indifference

national enduro
zood influence on

peiel ol

Sluggish stcering,

st year effort b

dué s steeting

and suspension qualiy
m has

Al this means the racer o
ave 1o shift every 10

had'a

e s lopmen
hmucu\uhlg\xewlh(»rh\h»mm bet
own the lin someone has

come up with a cure for the
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