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e set out to do a short article on
the special street/TT Triumph
which John Calicchio puts to-

gether in limited numbers and we no
sooner finished the piece when John let us
have a look at a newer-than-new competi-
tion-only machine that will be raced on the
National TT circuit in 1978. Besides being
the state-of-the-art in TT machinery. the
machine impressed us with John’s almost
uncanny attention to detail and esthetics.
As evidenced by the street TT bike detailed
elsewhere in this issue, his bikes look as
good as they run. The bikes drew crowds
wherever we rode them. Questions like, “Is
it a racing bike? I thought flattrack bikes
didn’t use brakes. What kind of paint is
that? Do they still race Triumphs?”

The last question was heard more than
once and we found ourselves recalling the
successes of the British Twins in last year’s
TT season. No one wants to be pinned
down on why an engine designed in 1938
can still be competitive but whatever the
reasons, the 650cc engines rebored to 750cc
are enjoying renewed interest and activity.

John started with a Trackmaster TT
frame, identical to Trackmaster’s half-mile
model. According to John, different foot-
pegs are supplied if you will use the frame
for half-mile because the current trend is
to put both the gear change lever and the
brake pedal on the right side. We weighed
anew Trackmaster frame and noted that at
31 Ib. it was only 12 Ib. lighter than the
stock Triumph frame—we all expected a
great difference. Another surprising com-
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parison was head angles. The factory
frame measured at 27 deg. and the Track-
master at 26 deg. Again we expected a
greater difference but John feels the fac-
tory frames were not far from right for dirt
tracks. One other variation is that the
Trackmaster frame carries the oil in the
backbone of the frame, eliminating the
need for an extra aluminum tank under
the seat.

As on his street/TT bikes, John uses
Slinger rims front and rear but instead of
the 18 in. wheel on the street bike, the
competition TT bike uses 19 in. wheels on
both ends. The wheels are laced to Barnes
competition hubs which attach to Hurst/
Airheart discs—double in the front and a
single at the rear.

After looking at Pirellis and Dunlops for
more years than we care to remember,
we're seeing the new Goodyear DT-2 tires
gain popularity on the dirttracks. John
uses a 350-19 at the front and a 400-19 at
the rear. As you can see in the photos, the
profile on the rear tire offers a much wider
contact area and according to John, much
less wheel spin is evident.

The Ceriani flattrack fork is used up
front but incorporates slightly different
spring rates and damping than the model
which John uses in his street specials.
Mulholland-Interpart rear shocks are used
and early tests indicate that running the
units in the rear-most position on the
swing arm offers the best combination of
handling and wheel travel.

Flanders TT handlebars are used. Most

of us were surprised at the narrow feel with
only a 32 in. width but John tells us the
rather crowded cornering conditions favor
the narrow bars. Both the 2.2 gal. gas tank
and the seat/rear fender combination are
fiberglass. Between the narrow tank, seat,
and handlebars, the feel of the bike is
almost that of a trials machine.

The engine left the factory as a 1966 TR-
6 but has been bored to 76mm from the
stock 71mm, which increases the displace-
ment to 744cc. Hepolite pistons are used
for a conservative compression ratio of
9.5:1. John explained that pistons with
high domes tend to detract from overall
power output because of a disruption of
the flame front as it travels across the

combustion chamber.
continued on page 167

Curb weight

SPECIFICATIONS
ltistiprice . v 0. $4800
Suspension, front ... . Ceriani flattrack
Suspension,rear ... ... . Boge
Eire;front . 350-19 Goodyear DT2
Tire;rear . = 400-19 Goodyear DT2
Engine .- . 1966 TR-6 Triumph
Bore x:strokel o0 76 x 82mm
Piston displacement .. . . 744cc
Compressionratio. .. 9.5:1
Claimedpower .. . = 63 bhp
Claimed torque: ...« . . | @ na
Carburetion ... (2) Dellorto 34mm
Pumpers
lgnitien = = il Magneto-ARD
Lubrication system ........ . dry sump—oil
in frame
Qil capacity (transmission).......... 500cc
Euelicapacity:» o 2.2 gal.
Recommended fuel ................ premium
Starting system folding kick
Airdfiltration 10 Gaili e (2) K&N
POWER TRANSMISSION
Glutch o e oo multi-plate wet
w/Barnett discs
Primarny. drive =& duplex chain
Final drive .......... # 530 Reynolds chain
Gear Ratios
Athy . e el Tk
Srd . e L 1.19:1
................ 1.69:1
ISt i - s 2.44:1
DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase o b liins . 55 i,
Seattheight . oo ailin
Seat width i

Footpegheight - 2=« =0
Ground clearance ........

Front fork rake angle
Mraili e e e init e e

(w/half-tank fuel)
Weight bias, front/rear,
percente inauinelimn s e et 48.5/51.5
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continued from page 59

The connecting rods are built by John’s
own JRC Engineering and are forged alu-
minum. John bolts these to the heaviest
flywheels he can find to further reduce
wheelspin. Then the entire assembly is
balanced and bolted into Triumph cases
that have been modified for improved oil
circulation.

The heads have been modified by con-
ventional porting and polishing and the
installation of 42.5mm valves. The exhaust
valves are stock diameter and both valves
have S&W springs. Kenny Harman’s K&H
# 15 cams are used for a total duration of
288 deg. on both the intake and exhaust.
The cams are, according to John, identical
to the Jomo # 15 cams used with such
success on the factory entries of the late
Fifties and early Sixties.

The carburetion consists of two 34mm
Dellorto pumper units that provide an
impressive throttle response. As much as

§

Ceriani competition forks carry Slinger rim,
Barnes hub and a pair of Hurst-Airheart disc
brakes.

Italian carburetors. The spark is provided
by a Gilmer belt-driven ARD magneto.
Unlike the magneto used for years on the

John hates to abandon his beloved Miku-
nis, he admits a power increase with the

Triumph racing bikes, the new model
provides a rotor and cap that allows the
plugs to fire only at TDC compression
rather than firing twice for each four
strokes—once at TDC compression and
once during the exhaust stroke.

It’s difficult not to compare this bike
with Jay Springsteen’s XR750 we looked at
a few months back. The bikes are both
built to compete professionally on dirt
tracks but the difference in appearance is
incredible. While Jay’s Harley appeared
all business and almost brutal, John’s Tri-
umph looks more delicate and has a cer-
tain refinement. Of course John’s bike will
soon bear some of the scars seen on Jay’s
Harley. We can’t help but feel it’s a shame
to push such a pleasing piece of machinery
out on the track. Couldn’t John just hang it
on the wall in his office and keep it in its
present condition?
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This future Pro is learning to assemble a wheel from
rim, spokes and hub in 15 minutes. This is part of his
training in AMI's Wheel Lab, learning modern technigues
of respoking, lacing, truing, balancing and tire changing.
Every Pro who graduates from AMI spends many hours
in this and other Diagnostic and Testing Labs as part of
the 450 hours of intensive training required to earn his
certificate. The 12 week Residence Course is approved
for veterans. Home Study Courses are also available.
To learn more about this career opportunity send in the
coupon or call:

TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645.
Florida residents call 1-904-255-0295 collect.

Trackmaster swing arm has choice of shock
mounts, but the bike seems to work best with
the Mulholland shocks set to the rear. Note
detail work on the hub, brake and swing arm.
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Engine began life as a 1966 TR-6. It's bored to 744cc and has big valves, PHONE ) VET
flywheels, carbs and a magneto. it's a work of art and it works.
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