


“Some guys will do
anything to prove a point!

“That’s what
they said when I told
them [ was going to
ride a Hodaka Wombat
from Los Angeles to
Denver and back.

“Now, I know
2,370 miles on a 125cc ’ :
two-stroke bike may not be everybodys
idea of a dream vacation, but I had to find
out if the new Wombat was everything
Hodaka said it was.

“] started out with an absolutely
100% stock Wombat, right out of the crate.
It had about 200 miles break-in, and [
adjusted the carburetor and taped some
solder to the wheels for perfect balance.
That was it! I pulled out of L.A. one bright,
crisp morning with nothing but some
clothes, a couple of spare plugs, and my
wits.

“After three days in the saddle and
two nights at whatever motel [ happened
to end up at, [ rolled into Denver — a little
weary, and glad | hadn’t hit any bad
weather.

“] rested up a bit, then turned around
and started back. Three days later I was
home.

“For almost 2,400 miles, all I'd
needed was gas and oil, and the Wombat
felt just as strong as the day I left — in fact,
compression readings before and after the
trip were dead-on identical!

“What really amazed me was the
way that engine just kept on pulling,
whether [ was running through the desert
heat near sea level, or crossing a mountain
pass almost 214, miles up in the air. With
no carburetor adjustments!

“Now, I'm not exactly a novice
rider — [ won my first 2-day enduro in
1947! There’s not a lot in the world of
cycling that I haven’t seen. So when
Hodaka said they’d come up with the
ultimate dual purpose bike, [ said ‘we’ll
see’. Well, [ saw.

“Of course, I already knew Hodaka
made great dirt bikes — been riding them
for close to 14 years now. In fact, I won
the enduro trail bike class for my district
four years straight on Hodakas, starting
in ’69.

“So it was the ‘street’ half of the
Wombat [ was really curious about. Now
nobody expects a single cylinder 125 to
ride like a 1,000cc road burner, but what
better way to test it than a nice, long ride
through the wide open spaces?

“That’s why I did it. And you can
call me crazy if you want. All [ know is |
had a real experience proving that this

new Wombat street/traill machine can
really handle the street!”

— Max Bubeck

Glendale, Calif.
Cruel & Unusual Punishment?

We'd like to say right off the bat
that we have tremendous respect for
Max Bubeck’s many accomplishments
— including the Denver trip — and we’re
delighted that he’s chosen to compete
exclusively on Hodakas for the last 12
years.

But we’d also like to say that we
don’t recommend the Wombat for too
many trips like Max’s. Not that we don’t
think the bike can handle it — we just don’t
want people getting the idea that every
Hodaka rider is a fanatic out to prove
a point!

Above all, our bikes are meant for
having fun, and in spite of all the victories
people have racked up on Hodakas over
the years, we always have the average
rider firmly in mind when we sit down to
design a new bike.

We think most people who buy a
cycle for off-road recreation want it to
be as versatile as possible. That’s why
the new Wombat is legal on the road too.

Because what’s the point of getting
off the beaten path if you have to worry
about getting back on it?

High standards: standard

“Built to a standard” may sound
a little corny and old fashioned, but at
Hodaka it’s something we really believe
in. That’'s why you may find a Hodaka
costs a bit more than similar-size bikes
from the “Big Four”. But we think in the
long run (like, say, about 2400 miles)
you'll find it’s money well spent.

Take the cylinders in our engines,
for example. We could build them like
most everybody else and just slip an iron
sleeve into an aluminum casting. But then
we’'d face the same problem of power-
robbing mismatches between the holes
in the sleeve and the ports in the aluminum.

Instead, we use a patented process
to cast the iron liner and the ports in a
single, seamless unit, then fuse the alu-
minum to the outside. Our “Alumiferric®”
cylinder costs more to make, but we think
the top performance, long wear, and effi-
cient cooling it gives are worth it (Max
told us that after his trip, the piston and
cylinder in his Wombat showed no signi-
ficant wear.)

Like we said — built to a standard.
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It’s always seemed a little strange

to us how some people will sell you a “do

everything” bike, then turn around and
hit you with a long list of extra-cost goodies
you need to make the machine do what
you really want it to.

We think a bike should live up to
its billing right off the showroom floor,
without you having to add or replace
things. So the Wombat already comes
decked out with a lot of the trick stuff
you'd pay extra for with another bike.

What kind of things are we talking
about? Well . . .

Starting at the front, we’ve got
super heavy duty forks (the same as on
our 250) with over 7Y inches of travel.
Plus “dog leg” control levers with com-
petition quality cables. An enduro speed-
ometer with reset-table trip meter. A
conical hub brake, and a powerful head-
light and signals protected by an electronic
voltage regulator.

Moving amidships, notice the racy
tank that flows into the seat contour for
unobstructed freedom of movement. A
see-through oil tank for instant supply
checking. A folding shift lever that shrugs
off rocks and logs. A sturdy skid plate
and splash-proof air box for the engine.
And a rugged, wide ratio 5 speed box with
Hodaka’s unique shlftmq mech>=="
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ing posmons for the nitrogen-oil shocks,
reed valve induction for more low end
torque, and wide, comfortable MX-type
handlebars, and you've got a machine
that’s exactly what we say it is — the. ulti-
mate light dual-purpose bike.

Just ask Max Bubeck!

FLASH! We've just learned that John Townsend
and Bob Brownell of Santa Ana, Calif. took 2nd in
the 125 class in the SCORE Baja 1000 — on a
Wombat with a 100% stock engine!

For details on the Wombat and other exciting
Hodakas from 100 to 250cc, plus the name of your
nearest dealer, send a 13¢ stamp to: PABATCO
Box 327, Sherman Road; Athena, Oregon 97813. Tell
‘'em Max sent you!

PS. We'll also throw in a free HODAKA decal for
your van, car, or pickup window.

HODAKA MOTORCYCLES PABATCO
CIRCLE NO. 38 ON READER SERVICE PAGE.




