Slow, but nice.
k about the

veryone agreed the PE175C and N were nice bikes.
Forget such gentle words when you
175T. It's motocross sharp—and ready

to cut through to the heart of the competition.

SlllIlKI PEI75T

® YOU ALMOST HIT A
cat

You didn't
but that doesn't matter. I’s Smith or
Cichocki or Fredette or Burieson or Pen-
fon He's a Natonalievel snduro rider,
Fia e s e
oo dic bl ke it
and shiing oot
Youlaugh at the no\wn that lightweight
enduro bikes need only strong low-end
and midcange pover i competitive

from a motocrosser, 5o we're much

that approach. In a nutshell the hang-up.
was that the manufacturers commonly.

ahead of the days
bike was simply last year's motocrosser

previous year’s motocross machinery.
motorcycle:

Iy, were traditionally at least a year be-

hind the times. They had eight inches of

‘suspension travel when the motocross.

s, Consequent-  they

large-capacity fuel tank and ights

based on s years molocrossrs,

Iso incorporate all the litle trick
itrne 1o make them sutabl for plowing
through m vers.

mud trenches and fording
o8, Suml toak he manand
the first PEWS

That 175 i
206,51 the.oter st mut o Rt

bikeshad 10;
ing when the motocrossers were air-

tarly i fve miutes, From tum o tum
he's I the acceleration

Tom power i Bike of
may ot zero this section. That Double-A

motocrosser,
and oach o ioday's bos ondueo bikes--
ih state-of-

assisted;

went 10 the RM125 A:
and Cmodel parts s, dd some ok

‘That's all changing—especially in the
175 class. We're currently watching at
least four companes frenelically work to

o Enduro. In
o ardclitase m mamod ot
pretty well. However, for cost considera-
tions Suzuki used some sub-par chassis

‘Suzuki, Kawasaki, Yamaha and Can-Am
have all made major efforts in this one
market, completely updating their 1980

175,
suchas e ot/ thuier swig
and shorttravel shocks. And for envi

mental reasons Suzuki hezvlly mumed

ckily,
these companies have leamed precisely

In o thoudh th 175 had much batr

orae






SUZUKI PEI75 TEST

w-end and midrange power than the
F5e ne onereimhter maching pre:
more than

the PE at s
i you bob e BE an he M are
products of the most advanced two-
Suzuki has 1o offer,
and thek parormancs foiree a1e oy
their isplacements. The
anﬂuva by produces & maximum of

38 horsepower 3
560 o wan me FWET dvgopeatte

about one horsepower compared to the
Okder PE Wrougt the micrange (except
8 horse-

AR Bt ke bl

ls respactatle harsepower fiures
place the PE at the front of 1980's
roTkes [ ol ok P

produce nearly the.
sepower, each_developing within
G5 amsone: of e . oo
7000 lo cach bk’ pee the PE puls
steadily away from the
e

one-hors t 7000,
e about two at 7500 and over three from

,.W.‘.\m

e

8000 rpm on up. You'l really appreciate

heSuzikis exrapowscinhe fast oo

cross-ike sec
poople lose minutes

The PE's low-end power is certainly

‘acceptable when you're ust out play rid-

ing or motoring through the less demand

ing sections of an enduro and aren't

the 175 to its limit. It carburets

75 along at a steady speed
«u vt without worying about he
ing. The P's ownd power
Goosa't rave wneel diing
renches, but s suicen 1o keep you
a and you aways have the
option of quickly downshifing.
‘Suzuki has modified the engine signi







SUZUKI PE175 TEST

icanty to gain the inreased porfor
s bridged intake

s e A e o

oo 1o PEG . bt he factory e

per
cylinder and leadin
0 the cylinder wall. Each pair of tunels
led 1o a pair of transfer ports (located in
the side of the cylinder wall) and each

To new transter el
vale and the side tansfars—loed the Doost

pors.

reartr

ot locaed above the ntake ors e
PE hastwo aeitonsl ranster pas-

ihis one change
b il i e
many other ays, but o one can deny

thatal together in-

case-eed induction passage. These

o vanler paseages foad 0 1 two
boost” ports. so that the siderear
e T L

charge to feed the “boost"” Ac-
ond o ikt coomen, &

e hoped that this new design

il L B o

iy aimed into the combus-

tion chamber than before. We can't verify

PE-T's 2 8qallon tank roplaces 1heN's 3.
kv

Suzuki altered the PET's port fiming

sembly to match the larger carb and

2gaton
5005 gas from your navl o your s,

o—
aduster incorpoates tho .

orae



o iy upaatoalatyour's
N-mode lite from the original PE, they
did modify the engine in one significant

two-track lanes,

Also, when you're bouncing over foots o

ameterfrom 5210 SGmm. That's a sub-
stantial amount, and the T-model us
ihat large crank assembly. The bulker

asare

197& machine Theorignal, mid tuned
inertia, but

i yoar move widl hned PE oot

from the increased crank mass.

During high-speed sides on fireroads

ialeniyfrafencin i ioks
e morocim e enche

were well matched, and except for

trat's fast enough 0
very iht i without having

i

chopped the throtti. tofirst

10 the heavy crank mass is that it's con- tios. This year the PE's fourth

Sy aiaaary 1 oo i Ao gome e howaro Rt schiy=from

ot of comers. That, i you want o gel 3251 1081.60-1 raio—so the 175 pule

‘anywhere fast a litle better n that gear when you'r
The 1978 PE's primary-gear, Qoing upii o tvough sand. Fifth i the

si
speed-gearbox and final-drive ratios

PE's most practical high-speed gear; you

SUZUKI RS175T/250T

@ As Gordon Jennings has eloguently

remarked, Donks should avoid riding

fact technologically sophisticated dirt
bikes are easier for everyone 1o ride?

|
| Donk bikes. Wnat he means, of
|
|

course,  “Cost” s the obvious answer most fac-
novice iders (such

s those non-dirt iders oGh o a i) keontic s 0 g

whom we affectionately call Donks) s, predictably, that

‘most i nood of frstrate the 505t blkes are goneraly th most

machinery. An expert rider can work
around a bike's ousy suspension or in-

ractable power. A beginner has rouble

Jong way toward ovion smies o
novicesl

Why,_then, do factories offer less
Bl i iS4

models
has tried to break out of this
ROV 8 1 et of
AS175 and RS250. assembled

ros o mammes ow of one and
two-year-old PE-, AM:, DR- and

model part (esmen s
are serious playbikes, located in the

marketing scheme somewhere be-
tween the fun-time DS machines and
the PE/RM racers. By using provious

are

The RS

Irame and an RM100N.

Chassis dimensions and_geometry
55, 9inch wheelbase, 34.5inch soat

ogh, 202 degroeake) areypicalof

C-and [

s narcig chamclanﬁucs reminis-

(Continued on pa

v 980



SUZUKI PE175 TEST

can drop of the power peak in fith
mumn.ammetmmnmuom

powerband, the PE wheelies
controllably and effortiessly.
That's especially nice when
you're riding over whoops and
want to keep the front end light.

stead of 30.0) and incrementally less
val down' 128 fram 130men
ified the 175 in a couple of

wm e foaare by o
enlarged the stem, and they re-
placed fast year's smalish box-section
mi-steol

Wreaibose, iy 15585 rom 55 8 e
This year's PE steers more precisely.
than the PE-C or N at low or high speed.

ble for the change, you're not going to
fin y par

PE by body Enghsh or by the handleber,

higher

Allof
the modifications together, though, make
ificantly different

the clutch. Sixth is purely and
tout gear for making up i
level fireroads—ievel because m- 115

Gt a

o signi
and better than the older 175s. The T-

speeds the
trally to steering inputs, even in sand
where many bikes have an incipient
wobble.

frame, but its geometry and chassis d

oo 1751 hanlos ik bar han
previous PES. If you look for one vastly

 ciflr reaty fomlast
year's enduro bike. It has a minutoly
Hoeper s snie (205 dogross 1

PE can be whipped around fallen logs

and bouiders pretty easily. If your local

enduro courses are mazes of scrub pine,
(Continued on page 48)

cent of thoss bikes. The RS175 stoers
siuggishly, though with the proper body

SUZUKI RS1751/250T

O N
For Sunday

a tight trail 't
 stablty

omptu hl
s done

with ts six-speed gearbox, it's fine for
x ts.

cross-count

Neither the RS175 nor the 250 is in
the same league with the PE175 or
250, Thatis %

-speed or
It handles best over low- fo medium-
trails, cansii

i offers
the RSs as playbikes—not_enduro

it wakle skohty thicker than the
PE's). Kaye

speed, Though the s also a hybrid,
ihe llht (225.pound) bike around  most o s components aro nabbed  bikes, Howsve, a5 we've poed ou,
i s it s
The 175 suspension unts frame, ers o learm on, regardless of the fact
on previous PEs and AMs,  shocks, anda DRAGOfork andifrontand  that they are enduro bikes. Besides
but they are in Spe-  rear hubs. The 263-pound AS handles  having more
sy forth RS. T ok Uses col._ prty sl i st ypas o i, . engias i batle owend and .
and 36mm fork tubes  offers neural range the PEs have several

can be maneuvered prmuly e

much-appreciated detail tems which

e shocks wih dicate ot el ly stable at high

hoops Bot o for_ nclide larger el taks (the FS175
bottomoten over rough groundand the .mmmswmd‘ww and 250 use pitituly smal
light tobe trulyeffective aoes msmmquwuw
o roque
s for use n the RS. inaon tooks, sk pats, Tackaway
y've replaced the PE’s G2mm car-  Early PE250s wero less than awe- and odometers.

buretor with a 30mm uni, lowered the ise, and it seems point- RS176 costs $1199 and the

cyiinder’s port 1. vty nano P SA aosaloronn  RS250 51405, ot vy
(which lowers the power peak), the RS. That is, however, exactly what  get perfectly s s,
andre- 0pping the com- i very
tarded the igniion timing. The RS uses pression ratio, lowering the exhaust fine enduro machines, we'd end right
i - iners But e 173 e 550 can'pe
‘haust muftling, crankshat assembly, and. retarding the fniton timing had for $180 and $260 more, respec-
Aywheel magneto and six-speed gear-  spite those modifications, maRszsa tively, than the FSs. You won't go
wrong with the RS175 or 250, but for

meslnblypaolm»t"-PEwe: o
revs slowly and hits o sudden

has good low-end and et

Just & bit more money you'l go a lot

e



SUZUKI PEI75 TEST

You'll do well with the Suzuk: it's best
suited to maneuvering quickly in close
arters. For a variety of reasons—in-
ng proper weight distrbution and rei
stivelylow overal weight—ihe PE s also

a more-than-acceptable pon Hare
Scrambles machine. Thoughit's not quit

o a par wihthe Kawasa KOX175
regard to_ high-speed stabilty, the PE

any
otherreally nasty sect
i Sk s ey o st

hem losing tracton sucdeny

‘Suzuki updated the PE's suspension
front and ear, bt o b
with thei fork modifications. The PE uses
an ai-asiatod fork with 20.894ch col-
steel springs and 104 o

ing
and smooth camaino: When yaue on
the typical forest trail—with ts litle ruts,

O sty cening, This Yeur Sz
fitd tho 175 with longer absorbers

el an e

nunr z«m 19,6 inches). The extra

travel helps the PE bottom much

Joos roquanty i oder 78e. How

i mmpmar s el we s

are ise setup. Granted, the

Shooks® shorer, softer springs 60

pretty good Job of responding quickly to
‘small bumps, and the longer, second-

rocks and bumps—the front suspension
ou

have a

posiiv fee ofthe ground trough e
Bt i anmit vory 1 avock
roighnS haneiober. Wi o yave

175 resist bottoming when you bounce it
over really sharp ledges. The compro-
mise s a 1o riding over

2 medumrough secton on & typicl

ding blemish, and that's its tendency o

this year (boosted ffom 230 to 250mm)
the fork rarel

: the soft springs quickly com-

sides
ber compound ofts Bridgestonetires;on ke the PEN's rear s, the 1980 spond sfctivlyanlytolage bumps, <0
arcpack s the tres don'tbehave bike's VB shocks 's
predictably, and som Y 0 e e s Pt ot o (Contined on page 51)
Seat height 914mm (360in.)
Prics, 1379 312mm (123in)
Footpeg ground dearance 381mm (150in.)
ENGINE Fuel Capacity........... ... 108 ters (28 ga.
Type Twosiroke, case-reed-nducted single cyfinder 2 - 110kg (243 bs)
Bore and stroke. e20x 570 (244x224 1) 183ka (403 bs)
200 (106 cu.in)
76:1 (rapped)
Carburetion .. (1) Mikuni 34mm

. Six-speed,
Straightcut gear 5821, 27510
DID chain; 48/ 12 sprockets; 4.

‘wet-plate clutch

Final drive.
Gear atios (number of - (1)34/11, e
(2)31/14,2214:1 (3) 28/17, 1.647:1
(4) 26/20, 1.300:1 (5) 23/22, 1.045:1
(6) 21/24,0875:1

CHASSIS 3
% Single-downtube, fullcradie chrome-moly
frame; aluminum swing am

‘mounted axde; 250mm of ravel

8

15000 1897

TORQUE N FOOT POUNDS

—t
]

rear
three preload settings and dualate springs,
producing 244mm of rear-wheel ravel

% 1430mm (56.3in.)
29.9°/128mm (5,04 in.)
Drum; 130mm shoes
Cable-actuated drum; 130mm shoes

- Takasago 1.60 x 21 rim; fulwidth hub.
... Takasago 1,85 x 18 rm; conical hub.

MMOAISHON TI3HM HY3H G030

Bridgestone 4.00 x 18 Motocross M20

ovel



SuzuKi PE175 Continsed rom page 46
travel i feels as if the rear suspension is
stiff and non-compliant

Suzuki completely redesigned the

y succeeded. After acquainting your-
self with the removal procedure, you car
emount the wheel in one

s the best stock arrange-

I's really a pleasure to see such in-

low their riders to go for the overall win in
anylocal
won a few Nationals overal last year on
4755, And—being
lighter than the typical 250—a good light-
weight is easier to ride fast on tight
courses. Best of all, 175s are generally
much less expensive than 2505, For ex-
ample, the PE 175 ($1379) is $440 less
than Suzuki's

1f you're thinking about buying a liht-
‘weight enduro bike for competition, the
PE is an excellent choice. When It's fime
for you to hustle through the rough sec-
tions fike a motocrosser o keep on time,
the Suzuki s equal to the job. It could use

beona
itsrivals in that respect, but n every other
way the Suzuki PE175T is definitely at
.
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