
































































John Player Transatlantic Trophy, Brands Hatch, 12 April 
1974

As in 1973 I was a spectator on the South Bank.

There was a full programme of events in addition to the two 
main Transatlantic Trophy races of 22 laps each run on the 
Brands short circuit.

Race 1, the 350s, was won by Trevor Elliott with Tony Nash in 
2nd and Clive Offer 3rd.  The winner set a new race record and 
the class lap record of 56.4 (79.15 mph) jointly held by Phil 
Read and Barry Sheene, was broken by Nash with a lap of 54s 
(82.67 mph).  Other notable participants were Mick Grant, 
Chas Mortimer, Steve Machin, Phil Haslam and Roger Marshall.

The Production Race had a strong entry although no works 
Nortons or Triumphs.  Tony Smith, appropriately from Brize 
Norton, was the winner on his 750 Kuhn Norton with Wayne 
Dinham (Norton) 2nd and Ron Geary (Norton) in 3rd.  Tony 
Smith also broke the class race and lap records.  Smith was 
usually the pick of the non-works production riders in the 
1970s with many wins at major meetings, e.g. Silverstone 
John Player Grand Prix in 1975.  There was also a remarkable 
performance by local rider Chris McGahan who finished 8th at 
Brands on his 250 Montessa and ahead of several 750s.

In the 500cc Shellsport Championship race there was a win 
for Phil Haslam (351 Yamaha) with a new race record and a 
joint fastest lap with Barry Sheene (500 Suzuki).  Dave Potter 
(498 Ryan Crescent – a 3-cylinder two-stroke boat engine) 
was 2nd with Paul Smart (500 Suzuki) in 3rd.  Barry Sheene 
went on to take the championship that year and in 1976-78.

In the two Transatlantic Trophy races Paul Smart (Suzuki, 1st 

and 3rd) and Kenny Roberts (Yamaha, 2nd and 2nd) were the 
joint top points scorers with Barry Sheene 2nd (Suzuki, 3rd and 
4th) and Stan Woods 3rd (Suzuki, 4th and 6th).  Kenny Roberts 
and Yvon DuHamel (Kawasaki) set the joint fastest lap at 54s 
(82.67 mph) which interestingly was the same as the new 



350cc lap record set by Tony Nash earlier at the same 
meeting.  The Brits took an 18 point lead forward to the next 
round at Mallory Park.  Britain won the series of six races by 
415 points to 401 with Kenny Roberts the top individual point 
scorer on 93 points (out of a possible maximum of 96) with 
Barry Sheene 2nd on 88 points.  A remarkable performance by 
Roberts who was racing on the British circuits for the first 
time.

The Sidecar Race was won by Lawrence Currie and Kenny 
Arthur (700 Weslake) from Bryan Rust and Alan Bedford (1000 
KGB Imp) with Les Langridge and Laurie Evans (998 Rhombus 
Imp) in third place.  New class lap and race records were set. 
In addition to the Imp car engines which were popular at the 
time, the Weslake engine used by the winner is interesting as 
it was the final development of the 650 cc Triumph 
Bonneville twin engine for racing.  The conversion added 
50cc capacity and increased the valves to 4 per cylinder 
which together increased the power output to around 70hp.

In the National 1000cc race Lawrence Hodson won from 
Michael Ellison and Ralph Stevens in third.  The field also 
included Dave Camier (father of Leon).

Andy Heathwood
22/5/12
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