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By the Staff of DIRT BIKE

250 MX shootout is best done after a

lot of time has been put on the bikes.
The initial joy of fresh horsepower has a
way of diminishing with a few months of
work on the track. Chronic problems crop
up. Weaknesses are exposed. Some of the
bikes that seem weak at first, take on a re-
newed life as they are dialed in and the riders
adjust to idiosyncrasies.

As you read our comparison test, you’ll
find out that some of the bikes have more
information on how to make them work
better than others. This is because the staff
of DB wanted to ride these bikes more than
the others.

This, in itself, is implicit endorsement that
a bike is basically desirable. Other bikes
were ridden, tested, then parked a great
deal. We simply did not want to ride them
as much.

This is implicit downgrading.

Sorry, but that’s the way life is. Some of
the bikes we like; others we ride and test be-
cause that’s our job.

WHAT MAKES A BIKE WORTH
WORKING ON?

We look for certain things. Some bikes

have tremendous turning manners. Others

have a kick-butt motor. A few have great
suspension components and track well.

These traits endear various factions of the
staff and make them want to perfect the ma-
chine according to what they think is cor-
rect. We vary in our opinions, as do all hu-
man beings.

Webb likes tons of low-end and mid-
range power and ultra-sharp turning. Clip-
per likes mellow power and straight-line sta-
bility. Sieman likes supple suspension and
easy shifting, with rev-monster motors. Tal-
bot is caught up with technical trickery.
WHAT MAKES A BIKE DEPRESSING?

Try suspension components that defy tun-
ing and dialing in. How about a motor that
doesn’t respond to basic tuning or hop-up
approaches? Or maybe a bike that displays
headshake at higher speeds. These are the
sorts of things that turn off the DB staff
and, probably, most riders out there in the
real world.

‘One last thing: The DB crew likes versatile
bikes. We know that MX bikes are used for
a whole lot more than just motocross. In
the East and Midwest, hare scrambles is a
big sport. On the West Coast, desert racing
and even enduro riding is often done on
slightly modified MX bikes. And all over

the country, MX bikés are used more for

fun riding than for racing. The hard-core

MX magazines might not like to acknowl-

edge this fact, but that’s the way it is. Here

are the bikes in alphabetical order:
HONDA CR250R

A rolling test bed of technical innova-
tions, the Honda is water-cooled, sports an
exhaust (ATAC) gimmick, front disc brake,
Showa suspension parts front and rear,
spacey red plastic and an electric-blue sad-
dle.

It has a superb engine, flawed suspension,
fine turning manners and a wobble at high
speeds that would turn your hair gray.

HUSQVARNA 250CR

A first-year water-cooler, the Husky has
a versatile six-speed gearbox, distinctive twin
Ohlins shocks and its own 40mm forks.
White plastic and frame tubes are touched
off by bits of yellow and blue.

Good straight-line stability (a Husky
trademark), a mild engine and dead-meat
brakes mark the Hoosky. A great airbox and
a multitude of bolt-on components allow the
bike to be as versatile as you want. Look
for them not only on the MX tracks, but
in the woods and deserts of America, as
well.




| KAWASAKI KX250
| A slightly updated 1983 model, the green
| streaker is a good all-around bike, with no
real outstanding virtues or vices. It’s decent-
ly fast, has a tremendous front disc brake,
very tunable front and rear KYB suspension
parts, and sports the usual radiator for cool-
ing. It’s a five-speeder, and the power deliv-
ery hits more down low and mid-range than
the other offerings around.
KTM 250LC
A second-generation water-cooler from
Austria, the KTM is lightning fast, with a
five-speed gearbox. Power comes on good
down low and mid-range, and it revs out far
enough to give the Honda a hard time

through the gears. Marzocchi forks (average SR TR 7 ae An all-around good handler, the Suzuki
at best) ride up front, and a tunable White ‘A ot motor and poor forks and shock needed much clutch work to exit power-

Power shock does the bounce-handling Wers (0N pims. ks of the.Honds, sapping turns.

chores. A hard saddle, crisp white styling
and an orange/red frame make the Katoom
a looker. Double-leading-shoe brakes do the .
slowing at both ends. ;
Many enduro and cross-country items
bolt right on the KTM, making it very versa-
tile for enduro, hare scrambles and desert
work.
M-STAR 250 SUPERCROSS
In reality the first water-cooled Maico, the
| M-Star, is a fast five-speeder with sluggish
| response down low. New plastic, 42mm
forks and an Ohlins shock are trademarks.
Average brakes can be found at both ends.
The bike tracks extremely well at high speeds
and turns with the best of them. A huge air-
box makes it very waterproof; too much me-
tal makes it ten pounds heavier than it
should be.

e i ot it

When dialed in, the White Power shock - ;
was right on. The KTM was right near the = Wide at the middle, the Husky took some
top in the horsepower department. getting used to by first-time riders.

The M-Star had plenty of power and the Tallish and slim, the KX demanded atten- Good power, flawed forks and a very tun-
longest travel of all the bikes, but the tion from the riders to keep from standing able rear end made the YZ one of this
throttle response was poor at low revs. up in the turns. year’s most popular bikes.
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The great low-end snap of the YZ made the Yamaha best on Su-
percross-type tracks.

SUZUKI RM250E

A brilliant blue frame and fork boots dis-
tinguish the Suzie from past RMs. Superb
suspension parts, front and rear, make it the
best bump-eater of the group. While faster
than the 1983 effort, the RM is still delivered
in a too mellow state of tune, but it is easi-
ly made faster for low bucks. It’s a slick
shifter that tracks straight and turns fairly
well. The new frame sports a massive single
airbox, a flat-slide Mikuni carb and has no
major flaws.

YAMAHA YZ250L

Probably the most improved YZ since the
1980 ““G’’ model, the YZ has proven to be
a very popular bike this year. Flawed 43mm
forks and a very adjustable Mono rear end
mark the Y-Zed.

The engine is stunning, with a staggeringly
good blast down low and a near-brutal mid-
range. Revs flattened out a bit early, but the
engine has proven to be what is needed for
modern MX work.

Notchy shifting, a great front brake, low
saddle height and a fantastic factory infor-
mation network come with each YZ.

HOW WE RATE THE MACHINES

Being the originator of the shootout, Dirt
Bike does it in a different manner than our
imitators. We realize that MX bikes are us-
ed for a multitude of purposes, MX racing
being just one of them. Thus, we have two
rating categories: motocross only and gener-
al racing/riding.

We like the availability of optional big-
ger factory tanks, speedo kits, six-speed or
wide-ratio gearboxes and other similarly use-
ful goodies. It’s nice to be able to gear your
bike up for a Grand Prix or desert race with-
out hunting high and low for optional
sprockets. And it’s nice to be able to blast
through a deep water crossing without wor-
rying about your scoot becoming a perma-
nent fixture in a tributary of the Allegheny
River.

POWER

As far as pure ponies go, the Honda sim-

ply has the most. It’s fast enough to com-
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track.

pete at Pro level, and many privateers are
running slightly modified engines at Nation-
als and not giving away much to the works
bikes.

Surprisingly close on the heels of the
Honda is the KTM. It will run right along-
side the CR in a drag race through the gears
and will only give away a fraction from cor-
ner to corner, because the Honda builds the
revs quicker.

The stunning YZ rates third in the power
department, with a tremendous punch at ul-
tra-low revs and a super mid-range. The on-
ly thing that keeps it from being rated higher
than the Honda is the way the stock motor
flattens out too early. With not too much
work, the YZ can be made to rev, and is
then more than a match for the Honda. For
stadium MX racing, the YZ power is right
on the button. On outdoor tracks with long
start straights, the YZ’s lack of revvability
hurts it for getting to the first turn in premier
position.

In the power race, the Suzuki is next, with
decent low end, a nice mid-range and not
enough revs. Once the RM gets going, it has
plenty of power to turn good lap times. Get-
ting past the start is a problem, as the RM
rider will have to deal with a barrier of red
and yellow.

Rate the Kawasaki next. It has lots of
low-end and mid-range punch and will rev
out but doesn’t make much power with the
revs. Its effectiveness is limited to low-end
and mid-range use.

The M-Star (Maico?) is fast but very slug-
gish in response from low revs. M-Star rid-
ers will have to be a gear lower than many
other riders in the same corner and will have
to abuse the clutch, as well, to get the red
wagon going back up to speed. On a start,
the M-Star will give little or nothing away
to the other bikes (we pulled holeshots with
our test bike), but the slow-building revs
handicap an otherwise stout powerplant.

The slowest bike of the lot, the Husky
simply needs more power. It makes decent
power in the mid-range and can be forced

The only one of the machines with a six-speed gearbox, the
Husky was more at home in the desert than on a modern MX

A good rear end and too soft forks ham-
pered the KX. Most of the power was de-
livered at the mid-range.

to rev out. However, the buzzing of the en-
gine doesn’t translate into satisfactory for-
ward motion for motocross. With room to
stretch out, the six-speed gearbox lets the
Husky work in a more versatile manner, but
from corner to corner, it gives away at least
a length to all the other machines in the
class.

So, knowing how all the bikes deliver
their power, we rate them like this:
MOTOCROSS ONLY
1. Honda
2. Yamaha
. KTM
. Suzuki
. Kawasaki
. M-Star
. Husqvarna
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With the best suspension of the group,
the Suzuki had the least wrong of all the
bikes, making it an easy racer to live with.

Lightest of the 250s, the KTM proved reli-
able, fast, and confused in the forks.

GENERAL RACING/RIDING
. KT™M
. Yamaha
. Honda
. Suzuki
. Kawasaki
. M-Star
. Husqvarna
TURNING

For MX use we’d have to rate the Hon-
da tops. It turns snake-quick and the front
end bites like a Velcro tire on carpeting. Very
close to the Honda, we have the YZ, which
steers accurately through the corners.

The M-Star had a typical Maico feel in

the turns. . .very good, with no washout,
but slower steering than the Honda or the
Yamaha.

NNV AW -
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In the air, the Honda felt the lightest of
the bikes. Super-slim midsection and lay-
out gave it a ‘““Pro”’ feel.

Our test Suzuki steered okay—not as
sharp as the top bikes, but well enough to
get the job done, as long as the rider work-
ed a bit harder. The KTM had no bad man-
ners in the turns but was happier to steer
in a slightly slower and more predictable
fashion.

Only the tall saddle height of the Kawasa-
ki relegated it to a lower position in the
standings, but even this did not make the
bike poor . . . just noticeably less sharp in the
turns than the others.

Lastly, we had the Husky. Not a bad-
turning bike by any means, the Husky sim-
ply has more rake and trail than the other
bikes and requires more steering effort and
rider input to get the job done. When Husky
riders get on other machines, they think the

Hampered by ten extra pounds of weight, the M-Star was still
one of the best-turning bikes of the seven.

bikes are too skittery. All things considered,
there was not a poor-turning bike in the
group for MX usage.

For general racing and riding we rate the
KTM as tops in turning. It’s as much at
home in the woods, darting around trees,
as it is carving around a slippery fire road.
The YZ is right near the top and can work
as well in a rock-filled sand wash as it does
on a MX track. Good manners.

The quick-steering Honda was down-rat-
ed slightly here because it simply turned a
bit too quickly for general usage. A bit more
predictability is appreciated in this category.

The M-Star turned well under all condi-
tions, and only a too soft shock let it wallow
in bumpy corners. The Suzuki was an all-
around decent-turning bike but did demand
a lot of rider concentration and responded
best to a throttle-on situation. With the
throttle chopped, the RM wants to wander.

Husky riders like lots of rake and trail,
with the resultant slower turning habits.
Others may not be quite as happy with it.
The tallish Kawasaki was bothered, as pre-
viously mentioned, by a tall saddle with a
nosebleed ride height.

HANDLING

This goes past just turning and encom-
passes straight-line stability at speeds, medi-
um- to high-speed turns, and the all-around
reaction of the bike when going faster than
you feel comfortable with.

In the MX category, we top-rated the ul-
tra-stable Suzuki, mostly because it didn’t
do anything wrong under any conditions.

When properly dialed in to suit the riders’
weight, the YZ was quite good, although
less stable than the Suzuki at high speeds.

We rated the Honda below the top two
in spite of its superb turning manners, be-
cause of a truly nasty headshake when com-
ing down from speed. Still, on most MX
tracks the speeds aren’t all that high.

Right behind the Honda, the KTM works
well in general and has super-good high-
speed stability. The M-Star was close behind
it overall. Some headshake was exhibited by
the KX, and the tallish bike was hard work
on certain types of turns. Lastly, the Husky
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was a bit too slow in chassis response for
MX work.

For general racing/riding, the extra-good
high-speed stability of the KTM gave it top
rating. For a combination of decent turn-
ing and flat-out hooking it, the chassis of
the Katoom is a hard combination to beat.

The RM, another all-arounder, was rat-
ed second here. The bike had no real vices
and would do what it was told. On sharper
tracks the RM could be dialed in more to-
ward sharp cornering, but if there was a
need for ultra-high-speed stability, that was
available, too, with a simple change in pre-
load, fork tube height and damping.

Third slot was given to the YZ. It too had
a lot of adjustability available and could be
dialed in to suit a large number of riding
needs.

For straight-line stability without head-
shake, the M-Star was excellent. Only a wal-
lowing rear suspension kept the bike from
being rated higher as an all-around handler.

It should come as a surprise to no one
that the Husky handled dead-true at higher
speeds and a bit ponderously on MX tracks.
Still, it didn’t have any bad habits and never
hinted at headshake when coming down
from speed.

The higher the speed was, the fuzzier the

M-STAR 250SC

average noise i

.1475mm (561 in). ... .. 1470mm (57.9 in.)
.. 370mm (148 in).. ... ... 340mm (13.4 in.)
! i 950mm 37.4in)

average noise q average noise
1465mm (57.68 in)... ... 1485mm (565 in.)........ 1490mm (68.8 in.). .
-350mm (13.78). . . .

119mm(469m)

o ... ... 90/90-21 Bridgestone...... 3.00x21 Trelleborg....... 3.00x21 Dunlop. . ... ... 3.00x21 3E Metzeler. ... ..90/90 x 21 Bridgestone
‘ Ma7 M37
Rolr. ........ . ... . 130/80-18 Bridgestone. . ... 428x18 Pirelli........... 500x18 Dunlop.......... 4.80x 18 PX Metzeler. .. . ..138/80 x 18 Bridge-
M3s : stone
‘Suspension, type and travei: : :
Poot.... .. ol Telescopic air/oil, 43mm. . .Husky, airfoll, 40mm...... KYB 43mm telescopics. . . .40mm Marzocchi, air/oil. . . .42mm Maico forks, air/oil. .43mm KYB, air/oil, adj.....43mm KYB air/oil, adj.
tubes, 305mm (12.0 in.)  tubes, 300mm (11.8in.) air/oil, adj. comp., 300mm :mrnm (1.8 in.) 310mm (12.2 in.) comp., 300mm (11.8in.)  comp., 300mm (11.8
travel (11.8 in.) travel travel travel in.) travel
Dual ITC Ohlins, steel. . ... Uni-Trak, single KYB..... PRH.WM’ White: ﬂmm .Ohlins shock, adj. re-...... KYB shock, Full Floater. .. .Monocross, KYB
arm, 345mm (13.5 in.) shock, adj. comp. & shock, adj. comp bound 325mm (12.8 ln) adj. comp. & rebound shock, adj. comp. &
travel 330.2mm (13.0 in.) travel  rebound, 320mm (12.6

rebound, 315mm (12.4 in.) hound 330mm (130 in)
travel

$2: i
U.S. Suzuki Motor Corp.

740 E. Santa Maria -3251 E. Imperial Hwy. 6555 Katella Ave.
Gardena, CA mu San Diego, CA 92111 El Cajon, CA 92020 Santa Paula, CA 93060 Brea, CA 92621 Cypress, CA 90630
ast: KTM America
1906 Broadway
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KX’s handling became. When coming down
from speed over rough ground, there was
some headshake, but nothing close to the
shuddering displayed by the last-ranked
Honda. It was truly terrifying bringing the
Honda down from a fifth-gear pass over
sandy whoops. Even extending the forks
helped only a bit.
SUSPENSION

For pure motocross use, the suspension
at both ends of the Suzuki is tops. Aggres-
sive riders will want an optional heavy
spring, as the stocker will tend to sack out
after a few months of racing. Those special-
ly plated 43mm RM/KYB forks are the best
to come down the pike. . .period.

We gave the KX second in the MX sus-
pension category. The rear end did a good
job, and the forks, while not great, were bet-
ter than the rest of the field.

The YZ is next, with confused damping
in the forks that makes the front wheel
bounce off the ground rather than hit and
stick. The rear is adjustable enough to make
most riders happy.

You might be surprised to see the twin-
shock-equipped Husky rated this high for
MX. Well, while the suspension is not firm
enough for the slamming and bouncing tac-
tics required for Pro-level MX, at least both
ends do work and don’t fade.

Next, the M-Star has a very good set of
forks matched with a horribly mushy Ohlins
shock. Naturally, the Ohlins can be dialed
in, but the American distributors have abso-
lutely no idea of how to do this, which is
unfair to the customer.

In sixth, the KTM has outdated Marzoc-
chi forks that are very harsh in the mid-
stroke and insensitive to small stutter
bumps. At least they will take a big bump
well, and their acton stays consistent dur-
ing the entire moto. At the rear is a quality
White Power shock that may or may not be
dialed in properly. A trip to the White
Brothers is often required to get things sort-
ed out. At least the shock is solid and can
be dialed in.

Lastly, the Honda has the worst forks to
be found on any bike in this group. They
take the small bumps well and go whacko
on anything serious. Matching the poor
front is a rear shock that wallows, fades and
is undersprung for MX use.

For general racing/riding, much of the
rating order is the same. Suzuki first, but
the supple Husky gets moved up to second,
mostly because of the high comfort rating.
Give the Kaw a third slot and the YZ fourth.
The rest of the rating stays the same, with
the M-Star, KTM and Honda filling out the
list.

BRAKES

We prefer the feel and convenience of the
Yamaha braking system, even though the
stopping power of the Honda and the Kaw-
asaki are unmatched. Perhaps it’s just be-
cause the YZ is less demanding, less sensitive
and more forgiving than the disc-braked
bikes.

In fourth, the KTM also has excellent
dual-leading-shoe brakes, front and rear. YZ

Seven middleweights mix it up for the DB
lens. Which one came out on top?

shoes, by the way, will fit inside the KTM
hubs.

In fifth, the RM has a weak front brake
and a rear brake that doesn’t last long
enough. The M-Star has the same below-
average brakes that Maicos have had for
years. Brakes on the Husky are simply the
worst available, and fade when immersed
in water. Even when fresh and new, they
don’t haul the bike down from speed any
better than the brakes of a 1975 Bultaco.
Please, Husky, it’s about time you learned
how to stop these suckers!

COMFORT AND LAYOUT

Sit on a Honda and everything feels right.
Control location is natural, and, except for
the slightly long distance of the front brake
lever from the grip, the rider will not have
to think about actuating anything.

The Suzuki, only slightly less slim than
the Honda, is a comfortable bike, with the
possible exception of too much foam on the
forward part of the safety saddle for shorter
riders.

An ultra-slim KTM is rated third and
would have been at the very top had it not
been for a poorly designed brake pedal and
a saddle hard enough to pound nails with.

Though tallish, the M-Star is slim in the
midsection and everything is well laid out.
Not so with the YZ. It has a low saddle
swoop with a poorly designed safety seat
that takes getting used to. Shifting is
notchy, and the bars offer the rider a sit-
up-and-beg position.

Kawasaki riders will have to adjust to the
tall saddle, forward-located pegs and odd
shifting lever position. Last on comfort and
layout has to be the Husky with its assort-
ment of bulges from the pipe and poorly de-
signed side panel plastic. Oddly, though,
when you first get on the Husky, you won-
der how anyone could ride the white ma-
chine, but after a few hours in the saddle,
you tend to forget everything but the irrita-
ting pipe.

WEIGHT

Face it, the less pork you have to toss
around, the less tiring the bike will be over
a long race. With this in mind, the KTM is
a clear runaway leader in this department—a
feathery 213.8 pounds, dry. All bikes were
weighed without gas and with kick stands
removed, but with all other oils and fluids
present. There’s no sense in penalizing a
bike on the spec sheet just because it has a
larger tank capacity.

In second, the scales noted that the YZ
went on a diet from last year and weighed
in at a competitive 216.5 pounds. Next, the
Suzuki was 221.0 pounds, and the Honda
and Kawasaki tied at 222.0 pounds. The
Honda gained a few pounds over the 1983
model, most of it in the disc braking system
and the ATAC hardware.

In sixth place, the Husky approached
ponderous with 229 pounds, and the M-Star
passed it with a porky 231-pound reading
on the blissfully accurate DB scales.
GLITCHES/RELIABILITY/HASSLES

We rated the KTM tops here because
nothing went wrong with it in over seven
months of racing and riding. It still has the
same piston and ring. Brake shoes were re-
placed at the five-month mark (normal
wear) and the stock rear sprocket has just
been tossed in favor of a Sidewinder. Even
the stock Metzeler tires held up super. KTMs
might cost more, but after a year of racing,
they may be the best bargain in the 250 class.

Our Suzuki was used heavily, and we can
report the following: one broken clutch
plate, two worn-out shocks, an early death
of the stock rear sprocket (replaced with a
Sidewinder) and wimpy rear brake shoes.

In third, the YZ was a very reliable bike.
We know. . .it was raced a lot. Spokes start-
ed to die after a few months, and the rims
dented too easily for our tastes. Fast priva-
teers and factory riders are using stronger
Takasago rims. The rear sprocket wore
soon. Again we resorted to a Sidewinder.
Saddle foam tends to break down and split
across the midsection. The rear axle adjuster

(continued on page 70)
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250 SHooTOUT
(continued from page 27)

can break, and the Power Valve needs regu-
lar cleaning and complicates a top-end job.

Fourth rated, the Kawasaki had some
cracking frames that were warrantied by the
factory. When the forks get some time on
them, the bushings get sloppy, and action
suffers. The clutch vibrates excessively and
will not tolerate abuse without slipping.
Chain and sprocket wear were very high.
Sidewinder must love this.

Fifth rated, the Husky suffers from a
chronic fork seal problem, a suspect water-
pump seal and head gasket glitches if the
torque is not nuts-on. Tank stickers com-
mit suicide early, the pipe melts the side pan-
el, and some of the Ohlins shocks come with
the wrong pressure inside and/or wrong
valving.

The Hondas had a spoke/nipple/wheel
problem early in the model year that drove

- American Honda whacko. They warrantied
all the wheels. Fork seals seem to be weak;
chain and sprocket wear is high, with the
rear sprocket being quite possibly the worst
on the market as far as wear goes.

Count on the spring and rear shock sag-
ging or wearing out. The ATAC exhaust
item makes a basic top-end job true misery,
and the top end does wear quickly. Early
pistons cracked, taking chunks of the liner
with them.

At this point we cannot rank the M-Star.
We simply do not have enough time on the
bike, and not enough information has trick-
led into the Dirt Bike Nerve Center. The
forged piston should give decent top-end
life, and the old 250 never had any real
problem with gearboxes. The clutch appears
to be the same wimpy aluminum plate unit
of last year, so it’s definitely suspect. Other
than that, the bike remains the mysterious
M-Star.

RATING THE 250s OVERALL

In the MX category we call the Suzuki
RM250 the best all-around bike. It’s not the
fastest, lightest, or best-turning machine.
But it has the best suspension by far and can
be made ultra fast for very little money (see
September 1984 DB).

Running a very close second, the Yama-
ha has the best Supercross motor, and it too
can be made faster for relatively low bucks.
The suspension, front and rear, while not
perfect, is at least in the ballpark.

The powerful Honda is relegated to third,
mostly because of poor forks and rear sus-
pension. To get the Honda to take bumps
as well as the Suzuki or the Yamaha is go-
ing to require big bucks for a shock and an-
other $160 for a fork kit from Simons.

Almost as fast as the Honda, the KTM
must still be rated behind the CR, mostly
because the Honda will carve through the
turns under the Austrian charger, and the
power rush is more sudden and Supercross
oriented.

The Kawasaki is a decent all-around MX
bike, handicapped by tallness and an unwill-
ingness to snap through turns like the top
three bikes.
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Rate the M-Star next, handicapped by a
sluggish power delivery for the first half of
the power range, even though the bike is
scary fast in a drag race. And 231 pounds
is just too much weight to cart around. Last-
ly, the Husky is simply too slow to the first
turn. A Husky ridder will have to win by
going through a sea of red and yellow from
the back of the pack.

RATINGS—MX ONLY

. Suzuki ;

. Yamaha

. Honda

. KTM

. Kawasaki

. M-Star

. Husqvarna

In the general racing/riding category, ver-
satility takes the upper hand. Here’s how we
called ’em:

First, the KTM is not only by far the
lightest bike tested, but it’s extremely versa-
tile. It can be used for MX, GPs, hare
scrambles, woods work, enduros (with the
optional parts), desert, cross-country and
even play riding. It truly is the one bike to
have if you want to do more than just moto-
Cross.

We rated the Suzuki second, because its
suspension is supple, the power correct
enough to ride in the woods, and the sad-
dle height is fairly low. At higher speeds, the
RM has good manners and can still be
threaded around trees quickly.

With an abundance of low end, the YZ
can be ridden happily in the tight Eastern
woods with no modifications needed. A
good range of gearing is available, and the
YZ can be found being used for enduro
work (many IT parts are natural bolt-ons)
and in the desert. It also makes a great play-
riding bike.

The six-speed gearbox of the Husky gives
it a versatility that is hard to beat. For desert
it’s a natural. A number of the CRs are be-
ing used in the woods and Western enduros.
For Grand Prix work they give away little
to the more powerful bikes.

More at home on an MX track, the KX
is not an easy bike to ride in the woods, and
at high speeds in the desert, it’s a handful.
Right behind the KX, we have the M-Star
with a weak low end wrapped in a tight,
close-ratio gearbox. Not the ticket for versa-
tility.

Lastly, the super-powerful Honda has
shown that it simply does not like the higher
speeds of GPs, desert and cross-country. For
woods work, the hyper engine would be a
handicap.

RATINGS—GENERAL
RACING/RIDING

KTM

. Suzuki

. Yamaha

. Husgvarna

. Kawasaki

. M-Star

. Honda

There you have it. Another year. . .a new
crop of hot and improved 250s and enough
variety to make most dirt bikers dizzy. [J
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Just open an issue of BMX PLUS! and
yourself that this is
one book you can judge by its cover:
The same excitement and drama on
the cover are carried through inside.
ALL THIS AND MONEY TOO?
SUBSCRIBE TODAY AND SAVE BIG
BUCKS!
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I Just fill in your subscription order below and mail it
with your check, money order or charge account in- I
formation to:

BMX PLUS! Subscription Department

Post Office Box 9502 i

Mission Hills, California 91345-9502 |

[J I'm playing it smart this year. Please enter my sub
scription as follows:
] Two-Year Subscription—$25.95* (regularly
$48.00 at the newsstand)
] One-Year Subscription—$14.98° (reqularly
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I
$24.00 at the newsstand) :
I
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I
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[1 1 am a new subscriber
Please extend my current subscription
My check or money order is enclosed
Please charge to my: [ VISA MasterCard

Card Number.

Expiration Date
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*Canadian subscribers please add $4 for one-year

subscription and $8 for two year subscription addi I

tional postage and handling.

*Foreign subscribers please add $5 for one-year
subscription and $10 for two-year subscription addi
tional postage and handling.

* All Foreign and Canadian please use international
money order in U.S. funds only. THANK YOU!
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