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A Bigger Bang: Honda’s
XR500 enduro, a dirt bike
with clean manners.
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Stateside Quickspin.
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Used Bike Buyers Guide: Up-
to-date prices on second-hand
models.

Test Index: Which test was in
which issue of Which Bike?




RIDING THERANGEON
SEMI-CHOPPER “SPECIALS”

e

~ ‘was the ﬁrst Japanese
w1th anything like the current crop
choppers, introducing the KZ900 LTD into

Yamaha’s complete, integrated styling treat-
ment and intense marketing and advertising
push to show the sales potential that Specials

eld. ,

The XS650SE Special was the first of the
new line, featuring a fat 16 inch rear tyre, pull-
back ‘apehanger’ handlebars, a step seat with
chrome passenger grab bar, small tail light, cast
alloy wheels, teardrop-shaped gas tank, short
and throaty megaphone exhaust pipes and
chrome engine mounts and instrument hous-
ings. The machine set a new record for pre-
production dealer orders after its introduction
at the Yamaha dealer show in New Orleans,
Louisiana in 1977. The XS750SE Special had
much the same treatment, differing from the
standard XS750E by virtue of handlebars,
forks, mufflers, silver engine, stepped seat,
extra chrome and small tail light.

By the time the machines had actually
reached dealer showrooms and the sales figures
recorded for the first six months of 1978,
Specials had sent Yamaha’s share of the
American market to within 0.1 per cent of
traditional market dominator Honda, an
increase of more than 20 per cent in less than
one year.

Suddenly it was Honda’s turn to catch up
on the marketing homework and turn out its
own batch of chopper-styled machines, inclu-
ding a particularly gaudy version of the CX500.
Kawasaki’s SR series had already closely

the American market in 1976. But it took and saies flops ; i.e. the RE-5) Suzuki had

P
conservative (a arket stance
by days of innovative motorcycles

introduced seml-choppers known as the “Low
Slingers.’

It is obvious that Yamaha pushed the right
button to make the American motorcycle
buyer reach for his wallet and vote with his
dollars. The great sales success that bred instant
imitation from the other Japanese giants
certainly wasn’t generated by press reports,
for the editors of the major American motor-
cycle magazines looked askance at the Specials,
shook their heads in wonder and disgust, and
worried what the country was coming to. The
editor of the largest magazine in America flatly
refused to have anything even resembling
choppers in his magazine for over a year after
the introduction of Specials, only yeilding his
position after the announcement of the XS11
Special and the presentation of overwhelming
sales figures for the stylish machines.

The fact is, there was a time when even
the Japanese in charge of Yamaha’s U.S.
distributorship refused to have anything to do
with Specials. The Yamaha Motor Co U.S.
(formerly Yamaha International) market
research department had presented evidence
that Specials would sell as early as 1970, only
to be told by the Japanese president of the
firm that ‘Yamaha will never build choppers!’

But when the top executive returned home
and was replaced by another man in 1974, the
market research department men made the
pitch again and scored a victory. Yamaha
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The safety&
professionalism of
Kangol meansalot

to Ron Haslam&
Len Phillips...

Highly respected in their own
spheres of motorcycling,

both wear Kangol Helmets.
Kangol's professionalism in design
and unquestionable safety
meets their requirements.
You'll find a Kangol
helmet to suit you too
at your nearest
stockist.

o™

Ron Haslam now wear
a Kangol Falcon Helmet.

After just a few meetings he’s
found it to be a very good helmet.
“Really good fit with good all
round vision that lets you see
anyone sneaking up alongside,
and somehow it doesn’t steam up g
as much as others I’'ve worn.”

Len Phillips is the Chief

RAC/ACU instructor for the

Bristol area and an IAM Examiner.
He'’s been riding bikes for 33 years.
“The Kangol Falcon Classic

is superior to many other
helmets I've inspected. In my
experience, its an attractive,
thoroughly comfortable and
trouble free helmet.”

Kangol Helmets Ltd., Commerce Rd., Stranraer. Tel: 0776 3631.

MOTOR CYCLE
Insurance

WRITE OR PHONE FOR KEENEST RATES
WE SPECIALISE IN:
SUPER BIKES
YOUNG RIDERS
MOPEDS

AND LOW! LOW! RATES FOR THE EXPERIENCED RIDER

Complete details below for immediate quotation and send to:
Warwickshire Brokers (WB), 24 Manor Park Rd
Castle Bromwich, Birmingham B36 ODJ

INGTTIE: S Tl Pl e o T R Ot Yty st Ol I A c] ©

Address :

Occupation’s st e Bull/Provillicence o b Yas
Model oo it b Yeans, i s oot v b Nallie

| require Comp/ Third Party Fire and Theft/ Third Party Only

Any other riders? ...................... Age

My present Insurance iswith ........................ |pay

Full details of accidents/convictions must be enclosed.




Special 50 in'a ch
Blue or Black Gold.

Riding the XS750SF Spec1a1 takes a httle
getting used to. The ’bars seem hopelessly odd
at first, reaching way too far up and back —
weaving through traffic jams at slow speeds is
like trying to navigate a very heavy, unweildy,
powerful wheelbarrow around stepping stones.
The snappy rectangular rearview mirrors stick
out from the already-wide bars to make cutting
between lanes of traffic stalled on American
freeways a knuckle-whitening (and mirror-
scraping) experience. And travelling down the
road at speed with the body straight upright
and the arms spread wide and high to meet the
bars is a great form of isometric exercise —
fighting the wind to hang on while assuming the
posture of a well-set sail is harder than one
might think. No wonder Barry Sheene and
company sit upright when braking for a turn!

But the Special’s seat is comfortable, the
fuel tank delivers as much range (as much as
200 miles on the highway at an indicated 65
mph) as the standard version, and the exhaust
note is a pleasant rumble. Once the rider gets
used to the bars and steering, the Special can
be ridden and flung about as hard, perhaps
even harder than the stocker. American touring
types like the fact that the shorter mufflers
allow easier mounting of larger saddlebags, and
many riders praise the seating position afforded
by the handlebars when wind pressure isn’t a

jthrough a

five-speed gearbox ‘The ensemble is tough and

‘bulletproof — and looks great.

There’s no telling whether or not the
Specials will be as well received in Great Britain
and on the Continent as they are in America,
even though initial Yamaha research indicates
that they will be. But one thing is known
among its other appeals, the XS750F without a
doubt delivers the best, loudest, and most
explosive exhaust backfires this side of the
bazooka, all upon rider command. All it takes
is running a warm engine up to about 6000
rpm, slamming the throttle shut and hitting the
engine kill switch, coasting along (in gear,
clutch out) for a few hundred feet, and then
switching the kill switch back on with the
throttle closed. Pumping the throttle a few
times with the switch off adds to the effect,
but even without the extra effort the rider is
rewarded with a loud ‘BANG!’ and, at night,
a clearly-visible 18-inch blue-and-yellow blast
of flame out each of the twin mufflers. Imagine
the effect that would have if you pulled up and
blasted off next to the old biddy in the Rolls
who almost rammed you at the last inter-
section!

And if that isn’t enough redeeming social
value for the Yamaha Specials and all other
semi-choppers, then nothing is.

0 type cham to the clutch and

Wheels

Brakes

10% disc (r)

DIMENSIONS
Wheelbase

59.3in

Seat height 32.lin
Grnd Clrnce 6.1lin
Rake/trail 61.5deg/4.05in
Weight 5071bs
PERFORMANCE (est)
Top speed 120mph
St %-mile 13.9secs
0-60mph 5 secs
Fuel
consumption : 45mpg
Range 200 miles
Importer Mitsui
Machinery

Sales, Oakcroft
Rd, Chessington
Surrey

KT9 15A
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