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This issue we start what we've
been asked to do many times, a
comparison test between the YZ80;
the RM80 and the XR75. We’re
going to do this comparo a little
different to the normal method of
testing 3 or 4 hikes side by side and
writing up the results. The reason
for this is taht it’s not right to say the
YZ is quicker than the XR in stock
condition, because with a little bit of
work, the XR can be made much
faster. [80cc kit, cams, etc.]

So not only must we access .the
bikes, we think we should also
access “potential performance”.
That is, what each bike is capable of
becoming and for how much
money.

All this, as we started to find out,
got deeper and deeper as we got
into it. The amount of accessory
pipes, carbys cams, swing arms etc,
for the XR’s, YZ's and to a lesser
extent, the RM’s is becoming
endless. So evaluation of not only
“which is the Ibest 80cc class racer’”
but of “which bike, with the right
accessories could become the best
80cc racer” js very tricky.

We think we found a way that will
best overcome the problem. Our
minibike shootout will be run of the
next few issues, and we'll be doing it
in stages.

First we'll look at each bike, stock
Standard condition, and evaluate it.
This evaluation will include a list of
items and functions on the machine
which will be scored out of 10.

This.scoring is designed so that it
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can be directly related to the other
models. For example one machine
might get 8 for paintwork, while
another 7 and another 5. The bike
which got 5 you can tell would have
a fairly rough paint job.

These points won't be totalled up.
We don’t believe the way to find the
best bike is to simply add up the
points. One machine might have a
faster engine, and a better set of
gearbox ratios, but could be at the
bottom of the paints total because
of things that don't really matter,
such as appearance, or the hangrips
etc. So the points system will be
included for direct comparison of
certain aspects of each bike, but not
for the overall view.

After each machine has been
evaluated, and hopefully put into
some sort of 1, 2, 3, order as far as
things such as power, handling,
braking, etc., then we'll look at ways
of improving each bike.

Here we'll try to quage how the
biggest performance increases can
be got for the least amount of
dollars, what mods need to be made
to each bike to keep it competitive,
etle:

We've spent the last couple of
months getting to know each
machine, and this issue we kick off
with our first evaluation — The
XR75 Honda.

Honda’'s red framed 5 speed 4
stroke gives away a little to the YZ80
and the RM80 in the power
department right from the start.
Despite the obvious advantage of
going to 80cc, Honda stuck with
their smaller sized engine, and being
a 4 stroke up against the 80cc 2
strokes the power plant has its work
ahead of it.

Where we thought the Honda's
main engine advantage was though,
was lower down, where the pulling
power of the 4 stroke, coupled now
with the 5 speed box, makes the
bike easier to ride. As a fun machine
it doesn’t have to be kept on the boil
as much, and if the rider does find
himself in the wrong gear
occasionally, it doesn’t matter.

The Honda would pull strongly
from just above an idle, and rev out
cleanly. It's lightness and low first
gear mean a too sudden release of
the clutch and the front wheel is
pouring the air.

In the time we had the machine the
engine worked perfectly, and didn’t
leak any oil. All engine bolts stayed
tight, which was good, and the bike
would start hot or cold with no . more
than 2 kicks. Choke wasn’t needed,
even on the coldest mornings, and
second gear was ideal for push
starts.

The exhaust system, curled down

and under the fairly wide motor, and
stuck out on the left. Here it was
asking to be flattened when the bike
was dropped.

The frame is basic. A single down
tube stops just above the bash plate.
There are no loops, or ‘“‘cradles’”
under the engine. The main
backbone of the frame is pressed
steel, not tubular. The rear section
of the frame is a mixture of pressed
steel and tubular members. The
tubular swing arm is braced in front
of the rear wheel and the rear
shocks are layed forward.

Overall a reasonably solid frame,
and one that could handle the
engines capabilities. No flexing was
apparent under even the severest
riding conditions.

The front suspension we thought,
was very good. Rider weight on the
XR75is going to vary a great deal so
it is impossible to evaluate what
exact spring rate should be used.
The set up, as it is however provided
a good compromise for someone
around the 6 stone mark. Plenty of
damping too, provided a very stable
front end.

The rear units, now layed down a
little, were good, although nothing
over exciting. Again, rider weight
around the 6 stone mark will do it
justice.
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NAKE 3 S S it i s i Honda
NODE| it it s s e Ta s oot XR75
PRICGE -5 L A st i 22 S e s ol i, $528
(3L [o A e n G o 0 e R mini-racer
SROING e T Ees i R single, 4 stroke
CAPACI Y sk o o S R 74.9cc
ool feraat Rl et O S B R el A e 48mm
StrOKERE te it s e e o e 41.4mm
COMPreSSIONF i i et o e L 9.5:1
hOrSepOWer i il & ol v s o snele el 10.1
lUbticationiey en " Cate st ol e R wet sump
ignitlonES o sains e s magneto, coil
SEARtING i, vl At e e s o e b e primary kick
GlUtch st R I e i e wet, multiplate
ratios (internal).........
o (IRAL: LB A e e SRR v s e e = Sy .4.437
B R e s 2.690
2 A R R e e e B e 1.820
e s e S S o Sl P S 1.4
G e e L s i 1.130
B L L S S S N et e 96
il e S e P e il e 3.285
overall:
b R GG I el e T S S 39:2:1
e AR A NS s S TS B 26.5:1
e e S i e i b o 20.4:1
Gl e s (e R SR L 16.4:1
S e A s N e R e G 13.9:1
DIMENSIONS
vuheelbase criysiscas s hiniots Bt 1143mm
o e s P e e e R b ... 750mm
ground CleAnan e T A S T o L e e el 188mm
WWRIG Tt s e e s ooy i 67kg (148lb)
tanldcapacity Mam i e e 3 litres
FrONESUSP eRSION s s e nieti Fsiaies telescopic fork
damping ................................... oil
fravelissnsie S A e LN e ettty 126mm
FEARSUSPENSIONIS . s st s swinging arm
[0 P11 11012 st L P e £ e e T A ) oil
wineelttravell - s« i s i o e B 120mm
TEONENEE | e St Sl e e steel rim
IVICISIZe e N - = s e o L 250x16
reArWheel s e e e e e steel rim
AV TEISIZERE e N o ot gl b Ly el 300x14
BITS AND PIECES
kilEbuttoniy et switch type
{67011 01210 i R e A S e e serratted metal

frame sl i A R pressed steel and tube
eXNAUST ey Sy ey e LR AT downswept
puimberplates: . dhi . Bne S teR Ry o plastic
aircleaner. = . vl i i s e A oiled foam
PERSONAL TOUCHES
PaINBWOGK S g R g e B R pa 7
weldimgiser 2 e R A e e R 6
O[S gl A A o o S e SRR SR i 7
handlebars=: e Soee e B st S i st s e 8
e -t o e e S R R 6
footDegs . Tk e el Sie o b8 U e R e 7
lEVeTsieares - i et e e S Sl e S b e 6
SwitchesEr s S aaRi g B Eh e e el S Al 5
O e Ve o i
SN PO SN S i ®es e s e B e 8
ENGINE
Loy T Yo S) P v refhes o e e e e e e o 8
MEediUMIPOWET 5L S5 el i (o s s DR B O 7
flatolEpOWer: S e e e s s T 5
tolqUErange & s e Gttt & st o e 8
ratiospreadEE s aE B S s L N EE R 8
OIS CR e e e e I R 9
CHSEIOf POWERUSEY s i Fas it <o bt e v it & el T 9
SUSPENSION
P ORUSPIHNGING 15 i e e S L o 7/
Ot A aAMDING s b s et ok e e s e ek o g 6
frontiravelsne et e e s e S 6
rCArSPIINGING R o i s g ot bl SRS S A 6
TR i T nny o1 Ln)o) e stk e St o Tei R 2 S SO 5
EE AT ARV Bl o g AT s T o o e TS 6
HANDLING
tracking -ah s ol e ke o B et seatiEed o 7/
G [Tol e Rt RaT o e e e e e e B 8
gt COMMenNEES = R i w e h X e e 7/
Wide COMERMEEE -5 i e i S B B e 8
whoeopldeldoesi -l . e i i s e e et e 4
CONRIgationsEy Bain S & s i s e s 4
SanaiE eSS R S L S 7
BRAKES
ATOL L, 0 O L A it L Ak e e R e St e 6
fEORESEMSIEVAtY S i e e sl
AT POWE R r et L SRR L § e s e B

rearSENSHIVITY el irs re 3 P e sl W il fa s 4




Combined the suspension system
is adequate for the new rider, but is
a few years behind the more
advanced system of the RM and YZ.
Where the other two system of the
RM and YZ. Where the other two
bikes could handle mild whoop de
doos, the XR was bouncing and
crashing, and generally leaving the
rider knocked about. A better set of
rear units could be the answer for
the XR owner who wants to get a
little more serious.

Where the suspension held the
Honda back a little compared to the
other two machines, the low pulling
motor was its biggest aid to
handling. In corners for instance,
you could charge in at any rate,
turn, and power out. You didn't
need to be an expert, in the right
gear and in the powerband. The
pulling engine of the XR was
forgiving. And so for the newer
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rider, someone in his first or second
year of riding, the Honda in many
cases would be a faster bike simply
because less time would be lost
fishing for power.

At the same time the honda is
more fun to ride as a playbike
because you can relax. It can be
ridden slow, like a good trail bike,
without constant clutch slipping.
With the YZ especially, and to a
lesser extent the RM* the rider had
to be constantly racing the bike to
feel he was doing it justice.

Another point in favour of the
Honda was that it steered well. As
long as the suspension wasn’t made
to work too hard, the Honda went
well in loose dirt and sliding. Both
the RM and the YZ had “quicker”
steering, and were able to turn
tightly fast, but the XR gave the
rider more confidence. The less
experienced rider especially will feel

safer on the XR as again it makes
the riders job easier.

Overall, rated with the other two
minibikes, the Honda comes out on
top as a beginners play bike. Its
easier to ride, is more forgiving, and
for just messing around on a
minibike track, more fun. Its not as
fast as the other two under racing
conditions in either the engine or
suspension department.

BEFORE YOU RIDE

make sure your bike is
quiet and that you're
wearing suitable clothing.
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oil shocks now layed forward.

- i Hondas dependable 4 stroke. The easiest motor to handle,
The haf presed steel half tube frame. and the most fun.
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