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ELL MATE, I'VE
ALWAYS FANCIED
USING MY TRAIL
BIKE OFF-ROAD,
BUT NEVER KNEW HOW TO
GO ABOUT IT. THEN I DIS-

COVERED

MOTO-WARD Lt

A SUPER SHOP BASED IN SUR-
REY THEY KEEP ALL THE PRO-
TECTION BARS, HEADLAMP
GRILLS, STANDS AND PLASTICS
YOU COULD EVER NEED. THEY
ALSO KEEP A WIDE RANGE OF
CLOTHING AND YAMAHA PARTS
AND ACCES-

SORIES,
YOU NAME
SGEEN:
CAN GET IT.

MOTO-WARD LTD
117 BRIGHTON RD, SURBITON,
SURREY KT6 5NJ
Tel: 0181 399 0630

Fax: 0181296 0

BLATING SADDLES

WeeHEND OFF ROAD TRAL RDING N WALES

Fancy some!
Well now you can!

We supply specially prepared Suzuki
DR350 bikes, helmets, clothing, boots,
accommodation insurance
and personal accident cover.
Then we guide you around
the beautiful Welsh trails
and countryside all off road!
Just bring yourself! We do the rest!
All this for £235 inclusive
Come in and see us
or ring for available weekends
and more information

01732 - 838822
0831-807070 anyime

Renthal hardened steel front and light
alloy rear sprockets for most trail bikes
in standard and alternative tooth sizes.

JT and Chiaravalli steel sprockets
DID, Regina and EK chains.

Renthal handlebars, bar pads and grips
in various styles and colours. Phone
for price/dimensions list.

Ba&C

express

STATION RD POTTERHANWORTH
LINCOLN EN4 2DX
PHONE 01522 791369 FAX 794262

704
T
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lllustration John Keogh

APPY NEW YEAR. By THE TIME you REAd THIS THE | 8&TH
PARIs - DAKAR, OR As IT 1S NOw, GRANAA - DAKAR will be
UNAERWAY WITH RIAERS PITTING THEIR skills NOT ONly AGAINST
EACH OTHER DbUT AGAINST THE HOSTIIE ENVIRONMENT OF THE
woRlds IARGEST dESERT - THE SAHARA. IN THIS SPECIAL dESERT
ISSUE WE HAVE A REPORT ON THIS YEAR'S EVENT ANd THE RIAERS
WHO ARE TAKING PART - INCludiNG A look AT BRITISH HOPE-
rFul, JornNn DEACON's bikE.

THE LURE OF THE dESERT IS WHAT dRAWS

MANY TRAIl RIAERS TO CONTEMPIATE AN

OVERIANA TRID THROUGH AFRICA. IN THE
FIRST OF A TWO PART SERIES, AUTHOR CHRIS
ScoTT WHO HAS TRAVELEd EXTENsSIVELY Dy
TRAIl bIKE TEllS yOu HOW TO PREPARE YOUR
bike FOR A dESERT TRIP.
THE SAHARA DESERT WAS Also THE lOCATION
FOR OUR TEST OF THE EAGERLY AwarTed
HondAa XR40O0R - ANd WE SENT
Tom ISITT OUT THERE TO RIAE IT.
UNFORTUNATELY THE PRICE
of all THIS FAbulous REAad-
ING (plus THE cost OF
KEEPING CONTRIDUTOR
‘CRASHER" CORNISH IN
SPARE PARTS) HAS
MEANT AN INCREASE

O

IN THE COVER PRICE
w7 5 L A ETES
HOPE FOR All OUR
SAKES HE STAYS
UPRIGHT MORE

OFTEN IN ‘926!

Si Melber
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Milan Show

TWIN & MONO

XR, DR, SUSPENSION
TENERE ETC

200 FOUANALEYN

(‘ SEBAC

made in italy

TO FIT MOST TRAIL, TRIALS,
MOTOCROSS MOTORCYCLES

PROGRESSIVE SUSPENSION
FORK SPRINGS, MONOSHOCKS,
AIR PUMP & GAUGE KITS

M.R. HOLLAND

. suspsusuon (DISTRIBUTORS) LTD
VEEEER 1) (1775 766455

Fancy having a T U KN
go at a Rally

Raid but dont Tancy doing the

Dakar? It's not too late to get your
entry in Tor the Rallye Tunisie -
seven days racing across the
vast emptiness of the Tunisian
desert. This is the one round of
the World Rallye Championship
where a privateer on a limited
budget has a good chance of fin-
ishing - Tour out of the cight Brits
did last year. To help privateers,
spares and luggage are trans-
ported Iree and refuelling is pro-
vided every 150kms. H you don't
fancy competing but still want to
experience the legendary atmos-
phere of the bivouac then the par-

allel ‘Raid" starts everyday on

the same course, but cuts

g § i ahead to watch the

= Iactory riders
charge past. The raid covers a man-
ageable 150-200km/day and is open
to standard enduro/trail bikes or
those with limited oIf road experi-
ence. Prices are approximately
£2125 for the Rallye and 81582 Ior
the raid, including return Ierry Irom
Rice to Tunis, accomodation and all
meals. Contact Chris Evans on (00
331) 42 09 97 73 for the full SP.

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS

Fancy having a go at enduro racing? The
Seaton Delaval Club are running an
‘Introduction To Enduro Day’ on 18 February
open to absolute beginners with a trail, trial,
enduro or MX bike.

No previous off road experience is required
and the cost of the day is £18 which includes
an explanation of all the rules as well as a
‘mini enduro’. More details from Martin Bell
on 0191 261 9229.

JAMMY BEGGAR

Paul Clow from Stroud in Gloucestershire has
won himself a day at the Yamaha/Geraint
Jones off road school by scooping our sub-
scription competition. Jammy beggar or what?
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Travellin’ Man
Dear TBM

Thank you for a new
and refreshing look at
trail bikes. I believe that
you have found a niche
in the market that has in
the past been poorly
catered for. I wonder how
many of your readers
like myself have bought
every available motorcy-
cle magazine just for a
single article on trail
bikes or trail bike adven-
tures.

At present [ am
extensively modifying my
Honda Dominator for a
trip across Africa which
will take place between
February and June 1997.
I am now looking for up
to five other keen motor-
cyclists to share this
adventure of a life time
with the cost of the trip
being about £3,000 plus
bike.

Anyone who is seri-
ously interested can
receive a free factfile
from me at the address
below. I'll keep you post-
ed.

Keep up the good work.

Gary Cooper
{ 4 Gleneagles Drive
Maidstone Kent

¢ ME15 6PH

Fun-Day School
Dear Sir

i Excellent magazine, so
i nice to have one that
i doesn’t just cover multi
i cylinder, 150 mph road
rockets, but deals with
bikes that ordinary people
can enjoy on and off the
i road, without putting
i either their licence or life
{ in jeopardy.
: I only wish more peo-
ple would discover how
much more fun it is to fall
: off into mud rather than
onto tarmac, so that pres-
¢ sure might be applied to
i provide more places to
‘muck around’ on bikes,
rather than compete,
¢ which is often the only
i way to get access to suit-
i able bits of ground.
Green lanes apart there
i are so few places where
one can legally ride an
off-road-bike, and I am
: sure this has a lot to do
i with the poor sales of
¢ such bikes in the UK.

I like many people

have little interest in mod-

ern motocross or trials

. which tend to be dominat-
ed by people who have ;
: been riding competitively :
: since they were in nappies
and who ride specialised

and expensive machinery

so the courses are laid out

accordingly.
Surely the way to

: open up all off road

motorcycling is to have
more trail bike
trials/enduros or even
‘Fun-Days’ where venues
usually used for competi-
tion are opened up for

people to mess-about on,

riding whatever they care

! to bring along. Those that :
: want to will go on to com-

pete when they have
gained confidence, other

will just enjoy a good
cheap fun day out riding,
falling off and meeting
other people who are :
: interested in bikes not just i
{ winning. 3

John Richards
i Fareham, Hants

Couldn’t agree with

you more John -

checkout the news

pages for one such

event - ed.
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observations abo
staff. .
I was firing down a d
track with the DR350
nailed so wide open tha
was unable to look at
speedo for fear of

ing, when ‘Mad
Cornish pulled along

me, prostate o

Hus

dr

ced elbow to spoil one
my special test times, If
vere john Major, I could
ve been forgiven for
king that a conspiracy

seriously it's nice
journo's that are

How do you do that?

Dear Si,

There I was, a week
before the October issue
of your mag came out,
trying to strip out as :
much redundant wiring
from my XT350 as possi-
ble and convert it to
direct ignition. After
working every night on it
for a week and with bits
of wire all around the
shed I’d managed to
remove various bits,
which included the
front brake light
switch and associ-
ated wiring.
Unfortunately, my
attempt at direct
ignition had failed
miserably, partly
because I was too
chicken to take the
plunge and cut
away at the igni-
tion circuit. It had
4 beaten me. All I

TrailBike -9- Magazine




What is the secret of

wired XT350? - See
How do you do that?
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QyspensioV

g?
p RoglfM Ring
01929 554545

MONOSHOCK REPAIRS
All monoshocks repaired. New bod-
ies, rods, seals, bushes etc. Shocks
shortened, lengthened, revalved etc
3 MONTHS GUARANTEE

NEW TWIN SHOCKS

Made for all popular makes of trail
and trials bikes. Special units built
to order.

SHOCK ABSORBERS

UNIT 5 RYAN BUSINESS PARK
SANDFORD LANE WAREHAM
DORSET BH20 4DY

£ 5 IN CHAINS

V\,\f\ﬁ HUGE DISCOUNTS
on top quality chains and sprockets
for all makes and models, ready for
immediate despatch
Typical prices (inc VAT & P&P)
depending on model:
428 Chain & Sprocket kits £27-36
520 Chain & Sprocket kits £32-46
All kits supplied with either long last-
ing steel or aluminium rear sprocket
and HD chain

Renthal braced bars £22-24
Alloy rear sprockets £14-18
Sintered brake pads from £14
520 ‘O’Ring chains £42-55
Plus loads more spares
All new TMs, Husabergs & RTXs now in stock.
Breaking various MX bikes for spares

01425 474800

UNIT 10, HIGHTOWN IND EST
RINGWOOD HANTS BH24 1NZ
ACCESS & VISA

OFIELD

MOTORCYCLE
INSURANCE

SAVE £££s

® Quick Quote System

® Immediate Cover _
® Credit Cards Accepted
® Instalment Plans

TRAIL BIKE
SPECIALISTS

CALL NOW
0990 561100
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ITS IN THE BAG

Just the thing for a spot of
bivouacing out in the open.
Official Dakar sleeping bag
keeps you snug and warm
in freezing temper atures.
Nylon outerand cotton lin-
ing with hollofil insula-
tion, drawstring hood,
side-zip and carrybag.
£78.29 from Khaya
Consulting on

01282 36186.
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ltalian accessory manufacturer Acerbis

have launched a long range fuel tank for

BMW'’s popular F650 model. The 27 litre

plastic tank fits in place of the steel origi- |

nal without needi'h'g‘madiﬁcations to the
bike and comes fttted \mth a iockable
filler cap and BMW badges, Avallable in
either red or wh:te the tank ccsts £XXX,

imd i*ush awai, f\l&u kmﬁ«

Moto (chqsq ‘spccmi]y,
dtﬁigﬁfd for suspension link-

ages, steering head and wheel

lancy memi long iain’ting tubr

3

thtacl Pro Racing on 01327
3op22 fw availability.

;,r;:&ﬁe m {xen .rate cmml pin

out fm* [)emct»'i s waterpmnf ;

bearings, Excellent water repel- |

catl(m and corrosion mhlbm( . B

YAMAHA
XT225 SEROW

FEATURES INCLUDE:- ELECTRIC
START, LOW SEAT HEIGHT, HIGH
GROUND CLEARANCE, EXCELLENT
MPG, CHEAP TO INSURE

£35950tr

Plus
AMAZING OFFER
JIALING JH125L,
4-STROKE SINGLE TRAIL BIKE

BASED ON HONDA XL125S
only £1 499 otr
Plus Brand New
95-Spec Dominator Only £4695 otr

RAP

SUPERBIKES

2 CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY
LONDON NW2 3HD
ALSO IN STOCK:- TW200,
NX650S, XT600

0181-452-2672/2295
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PPEAL

The problem is that although I'm
always being bitten by lightweight

thumpers, I actually like them a lot.
Trailbikes the size of a bus are great for
backroads and dirt tracks, but I find them
a bit of a pain in deep sand or mud. Give
me a little, agile thumper with a decent

Dry-suniped

power-to-weight-to-size ratio and I'll show }

you a smashing good time. So in theory the
XR400R should be my kind of bike. And by
God it is. Thrashing up dune and down
waddi on a trailie weighing 260lbs and
putting out approximately 34hp is fun
indeed.

So what exactly is an XR400R? Think of
a cross between an XR250 and an XR600
and you’re getting
close. It’s an all-new
enduro bike that is
supposed to encom-
pass all that is good
about the XR600 (and
there’s a lot that’s
good about the XR600
—u ves inever | huge
myself on one, for a
start), but in a smaller,
| lighter package. A
worthy aim, and one
that I wholeheartedly
applaud.

Engine is more
than four inch-
es narrower
than the 600

TrailBike -16- Magazine
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But can it be done? Or is it destined to
be neither one thing nor the other? Well
actually Honda have made a pretty good
job of it. The engine is an all-new unit
rather than a sleeved down 600, and
although it’s physically slightly longer
than that of the 600 it’s considerably nar-
rower (by four inches), lower (by an inch
and a half) and lighter (by 16 1bs). The
engine layout itself is pretty much stan-
dard XR fare. A single-cylinder, air-cooled,
overhead cam design, using Honda’s good
old RFVC (Radial Four Valve Combustion
chamber) head and a dry sump, with the
oil in the frame and a neat steering head
mounted oil cooler a la 250.

The RFVC design with its hemispheri-
combustion chamber shape has
allowed the engineers to maximise

cal

ciency and to make the

numbing, finger

most of the 400’s wide *

85mm bore. The !
33mm  intake
valves and 29mm |
exhaust valves i
have narrow |
5.5mm stems :

reducing valve-
train inertia and i

To reduce wear and ‘
tear on the rider, a gear-
s driven counterbalancer is i
&7) fitted to minimise those arse- :
tingling
vibrations. And an automatic |
camshaft-integrated decom- |
| pression system which auto-

valve when you use the Kick-
starter makes booting the thing
into life a whole lot easier, though
there’s also a manual decompressor :

lever on the left handlebar should you
need it.

Intake is handled by a 36mm Mikuni
carb, and the exhaust is a two-into-one
with stainless-steel header pipes. A decent-
sized air filter (4.5 litres) is neatly hidden
away behind a hinged sidepanel and can
be popped out easily thanks to a pair of
quick-release Dsuz fasteners. Another nice
touch is the CR-type clutch cover that®
allows quick and easy access to the clutch
for maintenance and repairs should you
need it in the heat of an enduro.

Final-drive is handled by five well
spaced ratios driving through a sealed O-
ring chain, with a 15-tooth gearbox
sprocket and a 45-tooth rear sprocket as
standard. And this whole ‘kitten caboodle’
sits in a steel semi-double cradle chassis
that uses both square-section and round
tubing. The lightweight rear subframe is

SPAIN

Adds a new dimension to your
trail riding
guided tours to:
Picos Mts (May & Sept)
Pyrenees (Sept)

SPECTACULAR
MOUNTAIN SCENERY

with choice of routes to suit
"mega-trailies” as well as "serious
traif bikes"

Further information from:

Adventure touring holidays
George Cherry, 18 Scott Avenue,
Stanstead Abbotts, Ware, Herts,
SG12 8BG. Tel: 01920 871 988
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X-APPEAL

easily detachable for suspension mainte-
nance and quick replacement, and the whole
chassis is compact enough to make the XR400
wheelbase a mere inch longer than that of the
‘baby’ XR250).

At either end of the XR400’s chassis is
bolted some seriously pukka suspension. The
front forks are like all XRs, right-side-uppies,
and similar in construction to those of the
best-selling FireBlade road bike. The lower
sliders are made from thin-walled extruded
aluminium alloy, and each tube has a ‘cap’
bonded to the lower end which incorporate
the axle holder held by double pinch bolts.
This adds strength without compromising
clearance in deep ruts or adding unnecessary
weight. The forks themselves are multi-
adjustable, with 18 compression damping set-
tings and 12 rebound damping settings,
offering a maximum of 11 inches of front
wheel travel.

At the back the XR400 features Honda’s
rising-rate Pro-Link swingarm set up that piv-
ots on the rear engine mount and uses a
remote-reservoir Showa shock adjustable for
spring preload, and 16 ways for both com-
pression and rebound damping. A maximum
wheel travel of 11.8 inches is possible.

Lightweight alloy rimmed wheels are
laced with tangentially-located spokes (cross-
laced, in other words) making the wheel
stronger, and more resistant to flex. The front
brake is a 240mm disc with a twin-piston
caliper, the master-cylinder and lever come
straight off the CR motocrosser. At the other
end is an 18-inch wheel (also with an alloy
rim and tangentially wassnamed doohickies)
that wears a 220mm disc and a single-piston
caliper, once again lifted off a CR.

As far as creature comforts go, there
aren’t any. This is an enduro bike remember
and therefore designed to hurt you even
when you aren’t falling off it. Okay, so that

. may be a slight exaggeration, but you get the
TrailBike -18- Magazine




EAL

isn’t the most powerful thing I've ridden
off road, and those into serious competi-
tion riding might find the XR a mite under-
powered, but for most of us who enjoy a
spot of green-laning and the occasional
enduro, the XR delivers plenty of welly.

It progresses from tickover to the red-
line in a suitably linear fashion, with no
discernible peaks or troughs along the way.
There’s enough grunt low-down in the rev
range to aviate the front wheel when needs
must (like when there’s a photographer
present or when all your mates are watch-
ing), and enough welly further up to give it
a decent top speed.

The clutch is reasonably smooth and
progressive, although the gear-changes
seemed to be a bitch notchy on this one. I
don’t know whether that’s because Dakar

TRAIL RIDING
IN FRANCE

Bring your own bike to the
Jura or Perigord/Limousin
regions and enjoy guided

trail riding in beautiful

countryside. Comfortable

accommodation and excel-
lent food from FF200 per

person per day. Suitable for

all trail bikes.

For our brochure contact
Moto Tout Terrain
Charles Fleming

Tel: (00 33) 53 50 12 39
Fax: (00 33) 53 50 89 02

TrailBike -20-

veteran Cyril Neveau had filled it with
sand, but it required a hefty boot on the
folding-tip gear lever to get it up a gear.
I put it down the short but hard life this
particular XR had lived.

The suspension and steering
response are even more impressive than
the engine; landing big jumps is painless
(well, relatively, anyway), with enough
wheel travel to cope with most things I
was prepared to try. Over the undulating
and varying surface of the north Sahara
the XR’s suspension offered a smooth,
supple if somewhat soft ride and respon-
sive steering. I didn’t fiddle with the sus-
pension at all (it was on standard set-
tings), and I found it only marginally too
soft at the front for my hulking great
190lbs of quivering lard. With multi-
adjustable damping at both ends, the set-
up possibilities are endless and any
owner could easily spend a couple of
weeks getting everything sorted to his (or
her) satisfaction. Handling-wise, pitch
the XR in hard and it goes precisely
where you want it to with the minimum
of effort. No struggling and wrenching
the bars — just point and shoot. Brilliant.

The riding position is as good as
you’d expect from a bike that comes from
a long line of successful enduro
machines. With your weight centralised
and wide bars making hustling it along a
breeze, the XR felt natural from the
beginning. Mind you, that seat gets to be
pretty painful after a long day in the sad-
dle, but the XR wasn’t really designed for
long-haul riding. With only 2.6 gallons of
fuel on board (including reserve) you
can manage only around 100 miles to a
tankfull, which is more than good
enough for a days green laning or an
enduro event, but not much good for
long distance desert work.

Magazine _




Just how do you start trail riding. what
equipment do you need, which bike should
you buy and where ean vou ride it? Si Melher
explains everything yvou need to know ahout
the subject. Part one: Getting started

‘ or beginners, taking up any new
| sport is a daunting prospect.
What's involved? How do you

start? Where do you go for advice? How do
you make sure you're buying the right
bike? What should you look for? and most
importantly of all how do you avoid mak-
_ing a fool of yourself?

Well for a start you've
done

the smartest thing by getting hold of a
copy of TrailBike Magazine - the UK’s only
dual sport title. Over the next few months
we’ll be telling you how to equip yourself,
what bike to choose (and where to buy it),
where you can and can’t ride, and finally
anything else we can think of which we
feel you should know.

Trail riding opens up a world of
opportunities to the participant. Whether
you are interested in riding green lanes,
. exploring desert scenery, competing in
rallies or enduros or just getting
muddy and wet at the weekend it’s all
possible  within the
realms of the sport, all
you need is the know-
how, a bit of courage,
¢ and the enthusiasm to
= cxplore the potential.
Not only that but if
| you are planning to ride
on the road, off roading
can help you to improve
. your technique, balance
and skill. Once you've
managed to coax a 125
to the top of a slippery,
muddy hill through

deep water, ruts and over fallen logs, then
the challenge of a tarmac hill start won’t
seem quite so daunting! Almost all the top
road racers in the world started out on
dirt bikes, and still regularly ride off road
to sharpen their reflexes. Best of all, it is
by far the best place to experience falling
off. Time after time you will slip, slide and
slither into the scenery with probably lit-
tle more pain than aching ribs from
laughing so hard. Once you’ve mastered
the basics of staying on board you can |
try your hand at different forms of the
sport, and one of the most versatile
things about trail bikes is that they can |
be used to compete in any number of
different types of events without alter-
ation. {

Whether you are into scenery, trav-
el, competition or simply the challenge of
riding the underlying terrain, trail biking
has it all, but before you begin to explore
the possibilities, you need to go back to
first principles.

Getting a licence

As trail bikes are by definition, capa-
ble of being used both on and off the road,
the first thing to think about is getting a
(road) licence. Now if you happen to be
only 15 and reading this don’t be put off.
For starters everything that applies to
older readers will apply to you in a couple
of years time, while much of the informa-
tion will be important to you now.

If you don’t have a licence then you
need to think about getting one. Recent
legislation has ensured that these days in
some ways it’s easier to take your bike test
as many organisations exist that will pro-
vide you with a bike, supply the suitable
training, and book and arrange your test
for you. Some even offer a guaranteed
pass - or free further training until you do.
All you need to do is book the time off
work, turn up on the appropriate day and
hand over the money.

As part of the drive to ensure better
trained riders, the Government has intro-
duced a system of Compulsory Basic
Training (or CBT for short). This is simply

a preliminary training schedule usually
carried out in a car park or school play-
ground where you are taught the basics of
machine control before being let loose on
the highway. Having completed your CBT
you are now allowed to ride a 12hp
machine with L-plates, up to 125cc (or

to dress
properly

before going
riding

unlimited capacity if it’s fitted with a side-
car), on the road.

If you're not old enough to take your
bike test you should still apply for a car
licence in time for your 16th birthday.
Despite not being able to drive a car for
another year, this entitles you to ride a
moped (any machine with or without
gears up to 50cc) on L-plates, after com-
pleting your CBT. You can also take a full
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The Begimhexs Gicde

moped test which allows you to ride a bike
up to 50cc without L-plates and with a pil-
lion, though you still have to undertake
CBT and another test before getting your
full bike licence.
If you are 17 or older (and don’t have
a current car licence) then you need to
apply for a provisional licence specifying
motorcycle use. This is important since
the licensing authorities now no longer
put a motorcycle entitlement on the
licence unless you ask for it by ticking the
appropriate box on the form! This licence
lasts for two years before an automatic
one year ban is imposed. In other words
you have two years in which to take and
pass your bike test before being banned
for 12 months and having to apply again.
For existing car drivers the law is a lit-
tle less severe. If you took and passed your
driving test before December 1 1990 then
you are automatically entitled to ride a
_ learner machine (ie a restricted 125) on
the road without taking your CBT, though
it’s a good idea to do so, and besides you
still need to acquire CBT before taking
your test. If you passed your car driving
test after December 1 1990 then you have
to do CBT before getting out onto the

Passing your test:

Genesis Rider training: Courses

for novices, moped riders or

born again bikers. 01932
850282

" Trail
riding
classes:

Blazing sad-
dles: Trail rid-

ing in the Welsh
countryside - can
cater for novices.
01732 838822

CSM: Dealers all around
the country, see local
press for details.

Derbyshire Dirt Bikes: Trail

riding weekends in Derbyshire

- three DT125s for novice riders.
. 01246 864370

Yamaha Off Road School: Geraint
Jones-run beginners school. 01686 413324

road. And in either case your provisional
motorcycle licence entitlement lasts as
long as your car licence.

Learning to ride off road

Once you’ve got a provisional (or full)
licence you may want to have a go at trail
riding before committing yourself to buy-
ing a machine. Various people run trail
riding days or weekends (supplying bikes,
insurance and clothing), which allow you
to sample a bit of off roading with a cer-
tain amount of tuition thrown in. Don’t
worry if you haven’t passed your test yet,
most organised groups have a few 125cc
machines with L-plates fitted on which
you can safely trail ride (and these are
often better off road than more powerful
machines).

You should tell them in advance that
you are a novice rider and you will find
that they may either lay on a certain
amount of teaching for you within the
group, or run a particular weekend simply
for novices. As well as having a great time
out on the trail, you can be sure that
you're in good hands with a group of like
minded individuals who will spend time
answering some of your most vexing ques-
tions, and you may well find it helps you
decide on which bike you end up buying.

As well as organised trail weekends,
many clubs run introduction days (see
this months news pages), where you can
have a go at a particular sport such as
Enduro Racing without the white-heat of
balls-out competition. These events usual-
ly take place on a small course or private
land and require you to have your own
machines, though some bikes may be
available for hire or borrowing. Either way
you should find your local trail/enduro
club and find out whether they plan to
run anything similar in the near future.

Getting equipped

It’s important that you have the right
protective equipment in order to enjoy
any sport. There’s nothing worse than
bashing your shin or being cold for
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putting you off something right from the
start. The very minimum equipment you
need is a BSI-stamped helmet and goggles,
a pair of motocross boots, and some
gloves. After that, a good thornproof (any
preferably waterproof), ja
advantage as is a pair of
and if you’re thinki
enduros, some p
enduro jacket.
but it needn’

The best

rly equipped,
get what you

a leg these day:
but on the other
pay for. Decent
usually works better and lasts longer
paying for itself in the end.
The most important thin
crash helmet. Buy a new ¢
sure it fits properly. Ideal
proper off road helme
face) with goggles as#
face road helmet
quickly tire of th
time. Helmet co;

manufactur-
ids in a vari-

with a peak, but
ers offer decent a

h have a useful grippy
popular MX/enduro

pinch it’s possible to ride in road boots,
but again you’ll probably find that they’re
too soft, too short, and very slippery.
Don’t be tempted to ride in wellies (as
many people do), they may be waterproof
(though not from above), but they won’t
stop you breaking your leg if you get it
trapped underneath the bike when you
fall off. And believe me, as a beginner

er costs more, but

you'll be doing a lot of falling off!

For trail riding you need to be warm

and dry if you're going to enjoy it, so a
few good thin layers with a jacket over the
1

d suffice. Don’t try riding with
n though, for a start it’s too
quickly realise that as
road you’ll warm up,
s trousers go, don’t
hey get wet they
possible, get your-
off road trousers
0/motocross jeans

not very warm,
ch as MSR (01765
(01483 450560)

either be of the leather
warmer in winter but rather
“delicate throttle and braking),
roper off road gloves. If you're really
“a tight budget, secondhand clothing

“can sometimes be found in the classified

ads at back of the magazine, but if you're
sensible, you’ll circulate a list of all the
clothing you need including makes, sizes,
prices and colours amongst your family
and friends about a month before your
birthday and Christmas!

If you're not short of a bob or two
then get along to a good supplier and
wave your wad about. As well as the above
mentioned items they’ll tell you about
shin, knee, elbow pads, and kidney belts
as well as a host of other goodies. It’s also
a good idea to carry some sort of bum-bag
or rucksack with you when you’re out rid-
ing, in which to carry some tools or a rain
suit.

Now you’re properly equipped,
you need to choose yourself a
trail bike. Next month we look at
the various types, two stroke ver-
sus, four stroke, big trailie or
lightweight mount. All in part two
of the beginners guide to trail rid-
ing, only in TrailBike Magazine.
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The Owls club fun enduro near Frant was
an ideal introduction to off-road competi-
tion; it was a multi-lap event, (sometimes
referred to as ‘hare and hounds’ or ‘hare
scrambles’) around a varied course about
two or three miles long. Unlike ‘proper’
enduros there was no schedule to keep to,
no special tests and no danger of getting
stuck for hours in a peat bog on a remote
Welsh mountain, dying of exposure.

vate ground any old fleld bike would do,
just ‘run wot you brung’. There was a
great variety of bikes, from tatty twin-
shock DT175s and XL250s and old British
nails, (sorry, ‘classics’) to the latest hot-
shot enduro machinery. That’s not to say
the course was easy mind, there were
some very steep climbs and descents,
some tricky nadgery stuff through the
woods and worst of all (from my point of

view) a stream crossing.

though, even with the massively high
gearing and Trailmax tyres, and I got
around OK. But as the event went on, the
inevitable churning up of the ground
from 50-odd bikes made things progres-
sively more difficult, especially at the
stream crossing, where the spread of
water made it harder and harder to get up
the slippery climb on the far side - my
rear tyre spun like a slick at the slightest
provocation and I started to worry about
burning the clutch out.

Fortunately, one of the most civilised
aspects of these events is the fact that they
have a lunch break to give everyone a
chance to recover from the morning’s
exertions, eat drink and be merry and
work up enthusiasm for the afternoon ses-
sion; perfect for a ‘pubman’ class rider
such as myself. Having made my point,
and demonstrated that it was perfectly
possible to do a road race and an enduro
with the same bike, tyres and gearing, I
took advantage of the intermission to
swap the rear Trailmax for a motocross
tyre and made much better progress
thereafter.

Excitement of another kind was pro-
vided on the drive back up north to
Darlington when the offside front tyre of
my trusty Fiat van blew out at 80mph in
the fast lane of the M1 - visions of man-
gled KTM mixed with squashed Blez and
other assorted artefacts flashed through
my mind but I managed to wrestle the
beast onto the hard shoulder without hit-
ting anything and successfully changed
the wheel without being squashed by any
of the juggernauts that were whistling
past my lug-’oles.

Pennine pirates, midsummer mad-
ness

A few days later I went to a ‘pirate’ grass
track and motocross meeting at
Stainmoor, high up in the middle of the

Pennines, a few miles south of the A66. I
was told about it by my supermotarding
mate Mike Palfreman who had been going
there man and boy for many years. He
told me it was a traditional event that had
been taking place for decades without
sanction from the ACU or any other gov-
erning body. People came from far and
wide to take part because there were good
cash prizes to be won and well known rid-
ers often used to enter under false names
to avoid having problems with the ACU. It
was a mid-week evening meeting, SO rac-
ing didn’t even start until about 8pm and
continued till well past 10 o’clock in the
mid-summer sunlight.

Mike said he could remember people
using speedway/grasstrack type machin-
ery only a few years before, but the sus-
pension of modern motocrossers had
gradually made the once-a-year course
more and more whoop-filled and bumpy
until it was no longer possible to use the
brake-less, opposite lock sliders with their
minimal or non-existent suspension.

It was all delightfully informal though
- just turn up, pay your entry fee and ride
(a snip at about £3 a race, if [ remember
rightly), but I don’t think there was much
in the way of insurance. An ACU official
would have had a fit at the safety arrange-
ments too - or rather the lack of them. One
of the bumpy ‘straights’ ran alongside a
stone wall covered in barbed wire and
there were cars parked so close to the out-
side of one of the bends that their bonnets
were almost poking out from under the
single rope which marked the edge of the
roughly oval course - there wasn’t so
much as a straw bale to separate the
hurtling machines from the cars or the
numerous spectators.

It was like a strange mix of old-style
scrambling and grass track and a lot of
frantic fun to do, although I was no better
at it than I had been at motocross. Still, it
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made a pleasant change to be riding on
lush, tall grass rather than the dirt and
dust of Glaisdale and at least [ managed to
stay shiny side up!

Once the grass track racing was over,
everyone moved to the hastily staked out
motocross track in the adjacent field,

Montlhery

about to take part ir
supermotard pres

which featured several passes up and
down the side of an incredibly steep hill.
More good fun, even though I was still
running the 100mph road race gearing on
the KTM. I was impressed by the Austrian
two-stroke’s ability to pull me up the 1-in-
3 slopes without complaint.

Killer Kielder

The following week I
was persuaded by my
colleague Jeff Sadler
to enter the Kielder

enduro, organised by

the North East
Enduro S Glubl of
which he was secre-
tary. As a round of
the national champi-
onship, this was a far
more serious compe-
tition than the fun
event in Frant.

For some reason
the KTM’s lights went
on strike at scruti-
neering, but that just
copped me a penalty
which, as @ things
turned out, was pret-
ty much academic....
Things went fine for
the first few miles
after the start
though; I successful-
ly caught and passed
several riders while
hardly anyone came
past me and I was
feeling quietly confi-
dent as I followed the
orange arrows off a
fire break into the
woods.... After a bit
the going got tougher
and tougher, and to
my horror 1 found
that I had to cross a
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To cap it all the bloody bike
ran out of petrol and I was
still about two miles from

the end of the First lap
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weren’t very happy about the KTM’s stan-
dard high mudguard, so [ removed it and
found that the bike definitely felt more
stable down the short back straight - made
me wish I'd taken it off when I'd been rac-
ing flat out in fifth at the Brands Hatch
Grand Prix circuit.

By my third or fourth race of the day
I was well warmed up and going better
than ever somewhere in the mid-field and
holding off my old sparring partner Mike
Palfreman on his super-moto’d CR250. But
as I came out of the hairpin on full noise
the trusty KTM suddenly lost all power
and went silent save for a strange farting
noise from the engine. An inspection back
in the pits revealed that the spark plug
had popped right out of the head, and fur-
ther examination revealed that the thread
had stripped.

I was surprised and disappointed, but
I couldn’t really complain, since it was
almost the only mechanical glitch I'd had
in six months of virtually maintenance-
free beach racing, motocross, enduro,
supermoto and road racing. Almost? Well
I mentioned last month that when I first
bought the bike second-hand it bore signs
of repair around the water pump area,
and this did prove to be a recurrent
source of leaks. It was all down to the fact
that the crankcase covers were magne-
sium; you get an electrolytic ‘eating away’
effect if you don’t religiously avoid using
anything but distilled water or proper
coolant in the cooling system. I didn’t
remember using anything but the proper
stuff, but once some damage has been
done, apparently, then problems become
endemic unless you splash out on a whole
new set of metalware or at least some very
trick welding.

In any case, Frontline Motorsports of
South Bank sorted everything out and I
didn’t need the bike for my next competi-
tive foray at the Guidon d’Or at the end of
September 1990. With some prompting

from the organisers, the French KTM
importers were persuaded to supply me
with a brand new KTM 250, complete with
uprated super-moto front brake, to take
part in the same production 250 and
press races that I'd done earlier in the
year at Montlhery on my own machine.
The 1990-spec motocrosser certainly went
and stopped better than my ‘88 enduro
bike, but it was-
n’t good enough
to put me up
there with the
head-banging
nutters at the
front of the 250s
- to be honest I
don’t think I'd
have beaten the
best of them
even with a fully-
kitted five hun-
dred. And people
like Chambon,
Peterhansel and
Lawson- were in
another class
again of course.

I did get
close to the ros-
trum in the press
race though,
thanks to a com-
ing together of
the two French
lunatics fighting
it out 'at" the
front. One of
them ended up
in the gravel trap
at the end of the back straight on the
penultimate lap and by the time he’d got
going again I'd overtaken him - I thought
I could hold him off till the finish but he
pulled out all the stops and just pipped
me over the line for third - curses!

By the end of 1990 the new motocross

In action at
Brands Ha
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track was open back at Langbaurgh
Motorsports, and I took advantage of my
free access to the place to brush up on my
pathetically inadequate MX skills. T well
remember being humiliated by one of the
local schoolboy motocrossers who was
there practising on his Kawasaki 80 (he
was only about nine or ten!).
By now you’'re probably ask-

ing yourself why I haven’t said anything
about trail riding with the KTM; well the
truth of the matter is that although the
bike was nominally street legal, it was so
anti-social to use on either road or trail
that I just didn’t feel comfortable doing it.
I did go trail riding on it once or twice I

recall, but it made the riding side ridicu-
lously easy, while the horrible brrr-
raaaaaairp noise it made every time I
opened the throttle was frankly embar-
rassing. I could just about get away with
riding the bike gently around Darlington,
despite its illegally small number plate
and plastic tank (still outlawed at that
time remember) but I would never have
risked it in the
metropolis - to a
London traffic cop
it would have been
like a red rag to a
bull! The need for
pre-mixed (30:1)
fuel wasn’t ideal
for road or trail
either and the gen-
erator-driven lights
were a joke if you
actually needed
them to see by.

My swansong
with the KTM came
i - Alreust 991
when I took part in
the traditional
Sand Racing on the
beach at Saltburn
as part of the annu-
al Victorian week
celebrations. Those
familiar with the
esoteric terminolo-
gy of dirty motor-
cycle competition
will know the dif-
ference between
beach racing and
sand racing, but for the rest of our read-
ers I should perhaps point out that sand
racing and beach racing are two entirely
different things. Beach racing, (Le
Touquet, Weston and, er, Redcar) is basi-
cally motocross on the beach, whereas
Sand ' racing ' (Saltburn ' and,  er,
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Mablethorpe) is basically speedway on
the beach - ie roundy-roundy stuff with
no jumps.

You might think that this makes sand
racing much easier than the spectacular
leaps and spills of the beach racing - I cer-
tainly did before I tried it - but when you
actually get out there with a bunch of cer-
tifiable lunatics, tearing down the beach
at 70mph, and are suddenly presented
with the need to sling your machine side-
ways through a 180 degree turn full of
ruts and berms, Lor’ luvvaduck! it don’t
seem quite so easy no more, believe me. I
need hardly add that I was just as crap at
sand racing as I had been at all the other
forms of motorcycle sport that I'd done
on the KTV, if not more so. I've never had
a problem with letting it all hang out exit-
ing a turn, it’s all that chucking it side-
ways on the way in that I can’t handle.

Saltburn was interesting because
there were quite a few pukka speedway
machines out there. Being a beach, the
tide naturally ensured that any bumps
and whoops were nicely flattened out at
the end of every meeting, unlike the
Stainmoor grasstrack. The speedway
bikes were certainly as fast as the
motocrossers , although I recall that one
of the fastest blokes out there that day
was actually riding a completely knack-
ered-looking old twin shock Honda
XL500S - he certainly left me for dead.

For those with proper suspension
(and just to confuse you) there were also
some races which used an alternative
back straight nearer the sea wall with a
few low jumps in it. Needless to say my
performance in those races didn’t get any
sponsors reaching for their contracts and
chequebooks either. Still, it was all good
fun again, and the great thing about sand
is that it tends to hurt less when you
crash, (as long as you den’t get hit'by

anyone else of course) so it’s easier to be
brave.

By this time I had just about come to
the conclusion that what I really needed
was a bike that combined the best aspects
of my KTM and XL500R, without the
drawbacks. In other words fast and light
enough for some semi-serious competi-
tion, but quiet and street legal enough to
take to the streets and trails without invit-
ing immediate arrest and/or lynching.
Something like an XR600 in fact.

Well what do you know? A photogra-
pher friend by the name of Ollie Tennent
just happened to have the very thing I was
looking for at a price that was too good to
miss. Even more astonishing, particularly
since he’d already sold me his XR in a
straight cash deal, he was prepared to
take the KTM off my hands in exchange
for the return of a substantial proportion
of the wedge that I'd just handed over to
him!

At first I didn’t think that £700 was a
very good offer, bearing in mind that I'd
paid £1200 for the same bike less than
two years before, but then he pointed out
(correctly) that I'd be lucky to get a better
offer from anyone else, and that he’d have
to do a hell of a lot to the bike to bring it
back up to scratch. ‘What do you mean?’ I
said. ‘It’s immaculate!’ It certainly still
went like the proverbial excrement off a
digging device, which is why Ollie was
attracted to the bike in the first place, but
as we shall see, it was actually in some-
what worse condition than I realised and
Mr Tennent ended up doing a little more
to it than he’d bargained for......

Epilogue or... Be careful with that
KTM Eugene

So the dirty deal was done, Ollie handed
over seven hundred and twenty crispies
and set about sorting out my ‘immaculate’
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KTM. Being the complete opposite of me
(Blez’s motto: ‘If ain’t broke, don’t fix it’)
Ollie stripped the bike right down to its
component parts to inspect the damage
wrought by a season and a half of er, var-
ied competition.

He had the frame stove enamelled and
replaced all the bearings in both wheels
and the suspension linkages since, in his
words ‘They were all buggered’. Hmmm,
can’t say as I'd noticed..... He replaced the
pock-marked magnesium water pump
cover, the front mudguard, the radiator
covers, the side panel transfers both light
bulbs and got the seat re-covered. He did-
n’t actually have to do anything to the
engine (which says a hell of a lot for it)
apart from replacing the head gasket. He
then fitted new pads-all round, re-packed
the exhaust, changed all the oils, and
bought a new brake light switch. He also
added some bark busters, cleaned the

carb out, splashed out on a new plug, and
replaced both sprockets, the cables and
the exhaust gasket.

Ollie was particularly horrified by the
cost of the new bearings and the whole
operation cost him about £400, but at the
end of the day he had a three year old
bike which looked as good as new, for
£1100. Not only that, it performed very
well too. He told me recently ‘I did a lot of
trail riding in Wales on it and it was much
nicer than the Yamaha WR250 I had
before. It was totally reliable too.’

So there you have it: thrash it, crash it
and abuse it, or clean it, preen it and use
it, an ‘88 KTM 250 will just keep on run-
ning. What, for ever? (I hear you ask). Ah
well, maybe not. About a year later Ollie
swapped the trusty KTM with a mate in
exchange for a brand new set of top-of-
the-range road racing leathers. And then?
‘And then it blew up... bigtime!

e SCruffy, unkempt and
in desperate need of
some TLC.... And the

bike’s not much better

either!
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teams to carry out an advanced recce of
the area. We do know that the prologue
and first stage will take place in the Sierra
Nevada mountains in Spain and following
an overnight sailing to Morocco, the rally
will pass through the High Atlas before
entering the Sahara. Crossing over into
the Mauritanian desert, the raiders will
have to tackle the huge sand ergs where
good navigation will be vital, onwards into
one of the worlds poorest countries, Mali,
the rally loops back through Mauritania
and into equatorial Guinea before finish-
ing on January 15 in Dakar, the
Senegalese capital. After more than
10,000km of racing the lucky few who
lis year the Dakar fol-
_lows a route through the
western Sahara. Political |

blast down the Atlantic coast to cross the
finish line next to Lake Rose will have
beaten the heat, dust, cold and innumer-

able hardships that the Dakar
entails and will have earned
themselves a place in motor-
sport history.

The man behind the rally is Mr Dakar
himself - Hubert Auriol. Born in North
Africa, Auriol has been involved in every
raid since 1978. As a struggling privateer
aboard a BMW he managed to attract the
attentions of a works team and following
several wins on bikes, switched to cars. He
again managed to repay his sponsors
handsomely with a win on the 1992 Paris
to Cape Town race (the only year the fin-
ish wasn’t at Dakar) and he remains the
only man to have victories on both two
and four wheels. Hubert is a household
name in France and last year he took the
next obvious challenge open to him, to
organise the rally itself.

Back in 1978 a lightly miodified XT500
or BMW twin would have been good
enough to take an overall win (Cyril
Neveu won the first ever event outright on
an almost stock XT), but inevitably as the
rally became more popular, factory teams
began developing more and more spe-
cialised machinery, and this in turn meant
privateers could no longer hope to com-
pete on even terms. Throughout the
Eighties all the major factories pumped
vast amounts of resources into the Dakar
and the gulf between the privateer and
factory riders increased. Four cylinder
FZ900s battled against works NXR Hondas,
factory entered Cagivas, BMWs, Suzukis,
Kawasakis and even Gileras had moments
of glory.

All of this big spending was forcing
out the amateur competitor so TSO decid-
ed to outlaw factory prototypes giving
more emphasis to production bikes,
unfortunately this plan backfired and
almost all the works teams pulled the plug
on any direct involvement. To retain
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i (E nalling flares, a medical Kit
@%@ ®A5 and the most vital piece of
equipment a distress beacon

cle is around £7,800 (with a discount of  which when set off transmits a signal to
£2,500 for early entries) and while this  the search and rescue helicopters. Once
may seem steep it includes search and res-  the beacon has been triggered the organ-
cue insurance (plus repatriation to Paris), isers home in on the signal and hopefully
all meals during the event, ferry crossing find the unfortunate rider before night-
to Africa, free fuel for bikes on cer
special stages and a flight back to Eur
from Dakar after the race. TSO also sup
free transport for spare parts to e
overnight halt, a bivouac set up for
competitor and in case of a rider
from breakdown
truck to pick up bot
a guarantee of ret
(or what’s left of it
abandoning 18 gran
scrap to the Tuaregs

ara) though the rider is automatically
ualified from taking any further part

like me you are glued to EuroSport’s
kar broadcast’s, you can’t fail to
d and endurance of the

over 120mph, these
for anything and are
h signpost’s being a
e Sahara, the rider
remains inherently ris vigation using a
competitors is of paramount importance. revolving road-book holder, trip comput-
Compulsory equipment carried on each  er and most important of all a satellite-
bike consists of a minimum of five litres of linked Global Positioning System (GPS),
drinking water, a desert survival kit, sig- ~ which accurately pinpoints their, location
to within 100m via a US military
, _ satellite. All of this hardware is
ar heroes are the p bar-mounted and read on the
nost non existent' ] move. As you can imagine in the
every stage hours - ‘ vastness of the desert the quick-
est rider is not always the fastest
- good navigational skills are
cal and mental exn vital in the Dakar.
all their own bike | Favourite to win this year’s
: event has to be Yamaha’s
Stephane Peterhansel - a former
three times victor of the Dakar,
. : but expect a serious challenge
rage and determi from KTM-mounted former
ew as 25% of World Motocross Champion
Heinz Kinigardner. ‘Kini’s’ recent
Paris-Moscow-Beijing victory has
boosted confidence at the
Austrian factory and expect the
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KTM’s to dominate the early Moroccan
stages like they did last year with their

lightweight 660cc singles. Husqvarna too

also have a serious chance in the form of
five times World Enduro Champion Kari
Tiainen if he can coax his 630cc Husky
single to the finish.

With six entries from the British Isles
and Ireland, this year could be the year in
which a British or Irish rider finally reach-
es the finish line at Dakar - back in 1991
Works Honda rider Jon Watson-Miller
came the closest a Brit has ever come to
finishing on two wheels when he was
forced to retire just two days short of the
finish with a broken foot and badly
wrenched ankle (leaving him unable to

stand, let alone pick up his bike). Our best
hope this year comes in the form of KTM-
mounted, ex British Enduro Champion,
John Deacon who proved to be capable of
running with the factory bikes in this
year’s Tunisian rally despite suffering
from navigation problems and stopping to
empty his bladder at regular intervals
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John (Peacon’s
660cc (KM Rallye

Engine: Based on 620 Enduro with
counter-balancer, bored out to 660cc
using 105mm piston with standard
stroke. 16-44 gearing.

Chassis: Standard Enduro chassis rein-
forced to cope with additional weight
of fuel. Cush drive rear wheel for
increased chain and gearbox life.
Suspension (Front): Marzocchi
Magnum forks with uprated springs.
(Rear): Ohlins shock with increased
rear spring rate. Bodywork: 30 litre
fuel tank with two 10 litre side tanks.

Bash plate incorporating tool box
and compulsory 3 litre water con-
tainer. Electric road book ICO
Tripmaster, GPS satellite navigation.
Extended flyscreen, shortened seat,
Acerbis Rally Brush Guards.
Tyres: Pirelli Rally Cross.
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(most riders pee on the move).

Other British interest in the bike sec-
tion are Nick Morgan from Stockton, Ian
Graham from Carrickfurgiss in Northern
Ireland and those crazy paddy’s from
Cork: Phil Gunn, Richard Fair and Vince
Dooley. As no British (or Irish) rider has
completed this gruelling marathon we
wish you all the very best of luck, (you
can read all about John Deacon’s Dakar
soon in TBM - Ed).

A British finisher would surely give
the Dakar a huge boost here in the UK and
hopefully encourage more Brits to have a
go next year [

Free 16}6@&00&:0'»
cata@u&auwwle/
71996
Granada Datar Rally

FellFax 01282 6786
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CING

SUSPENSION

WE WON'T LET YOU DOWN I THE HEAT OF THE
COMPETITION
e Pro-valving e servicing e springs
e Black shafts ® Re-chroming e
Shortening e For all your suspen-
sion needs: CR ® XR e KX e KDX
e KIReRM e DR e YZ ® WR e

15 GRESLEY CLOSE
DRAYTON FIELDS
DAVENTRY NORTHANTS

01327 301322

THE DIRTY WEEKEND

Trail riding in the beautiful
Derbyshire Peak District, 12 new
Kawasaki KLR250s, Five Yamaha

DT125Rs supplied, Excellent bed &
breakfast accommodation, full
insurance cover, riding gear sup-
plied if required, Guides with 15
years trail riding experience, Parties
of up to 12 riders welcome.

All this for just £225
inclusive
Tel 01246 864370
or 0831 543004

or write to o

DERBYSHIRE DIRT BIKES LTD
HOLLIS FARM, HOLMEGATE ROAD,
CLAYCROSS NR ASHOVER, CHESTER-
FIELD, DERBYSHIRE S45 9BA

THE
CONTAINER
COMPANY
3 BERTIE WARD WAY,
RASH’S GREEN IND EST,
EAST DEREHAM, NORFOLK
TEL: (01362) 698147
FAX: (01362) 695554

ANY OFF ROAD, IMPORTED
MOTORCYCLE SUPPLIED.
HONDA XLR250
SUZUKI DR250S,
SUZUKI TS200R YAMAHA
DT200WR
KAWASAKI KDX250SR
HONDA CRM250

WE ALSO SUPPLY

XT225 Serow
XLV750R
TW200

RING FOR DETAILS
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t’s Dakar Rally time again and, if
you happen to have satellite TV,
you’ll no doubt be glued nightly to
thrilling scenes of ‘tanked-up desert rac-
ers tearing through the Sahara, trailing
plumes of dust. With more wide open
space than you can point a stick at, it’s
not hard to imagine what a great place
the Sahara would be for a bit of off-road-
ing. There can be no more dramatic or
limitless expanse of utterly untainted
wilderness so close to home.
Endless stretches of sand dunes are
how most people perceive deserts, but in
fact only one sixth of the

B | K =

CIt's not just (Pakar

racers that cross the

Sahara, Seasoned
traveller Chris
Scott tells you how
to prepare \Zourse[f
and your bike for a
desert crossing

Sahara is covered in dunes, most of them
massed in impenetrable sand seas the size
of small countries. Elsewhere you’ll ride
across rocky plateaux, into gorges carved
by long dead rivers, and through moun-
tains sheltering the odd rock pool or
nomadic encampment. And then there are
the interminably flat plains which barely
vary in elevation for thousands of miles.
The Sahara is a great place to stretch your

72 eyes and have an unforgettable dirt bik-

. ing adventure, honest!

Of course, there are certain well
we. known limitations to biking in the
Sahara: there’s no pub to unwind in
at the end of the day; petrol stations
- or anything else for that matter -
' can be up to 500 miles apart, even on
main routes; and high summer hols in
the deep Sahara are not a good idea on a
trail bike - it’s just too hot.

Choosing a bike™

The Sahara has been crossed on
everything from sail-powered
wheelbarrows, mopeds, scoot-
ers and even a Guzzi Le Mans,
but assuming that at some
stage you have to go off-road,

Chris Scott and a
desert-prepped
DR600 tackle the
largest desert in
the world

an air-cooled
four-stroke single
cylinder trail bike
of over 500cc is
the best combina-
tion of simplicity,
weight, power and
economy. Africa
Twins might look
real ‘Pee Dee’ and
knobblied  TDR
250s be a whole
lot of fun, but a
big four-stroke single will ensure that the
shock of riding on your first piste won’t
send you scurrying back home in terror.
Yamaha XTs and Honda XLs head the list,
with Suzuki DRs and older BMW-GS twins
(better for pillions) a decent third - water-
cooled Kawasaki KLX/Rs are best avoided.
Remember that whatever you ride will at
times be carrying up to 80kgs of gear, so
ride it fully laden before you go, prefer-
ably off-road. An overloaded or inappro-
priate bike will severely limit your enjoy-
ment of desert biking.

Preparing your bike
If you go off-roading on your trailie, you’ll

know the value of doing a bit of pfepara-
tion beforehand, especially if your bike
has lost its showroom shine. Preparation
is as much a pre-departure philosophy as
a specific list of things you must do.
You’re on your own out there and this
non-negotiable self-sufficiency makes a
soundly prepared bike a much welcomed
source of confidence.

Getting your bike ready for a desert
crossing is pretty simple assuming yodr
chosen machine is in sound condition to
start with. Nevertheless, you should allow
six months to prepare for a desert trip,

" twice that if you're going right across

Africa. Preparation will be the single most
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e with heavy-duty spokes and fitted with a
Tote ' security bolt. If it’s done right, and pro- has all the neces-
he absolute basics (liste viding you ride sympathetically, th’e sary requisites to
1 and water are the 6 spokes won’t budge and the tyres won't make a good
d these will add up puncture. trans-Sahara

, Suspension? Don’t waste your money machine

on trick racing replacements unless yours
shagged, just jack it up on the accessory, re-

at the back and fit thick- padding your sad-

the front. Suspension dle is also well

nt and complete set ¢ brochure-smooth worthwhile, and
oA rgely erased fixing a wider foot
on “the ‘end - of
our side-stand
oiletries and a small fir \}//vill help on soft
p, cooking pot, $poo sand. Fork gaiters
eths stove, lighter \ are a nifty extra
d torch, penknife i and although no longer fashxonable alloy

ra, calculator __.bash plates are also a precautionary addi-
laps, compass, travel on. Add an additional (paper element)
documents el filter between the tank and
elected bike tools ana leave a mirror fitted, it's useful
oo cibles, air& ol o on fellow riders. Lastly, fit
. i V(Regma DID) on to

Honda’s XL600L

g r§ are people the '
, clothes and all othe

’s aboui it. Bark busters (lever '
protectors) are an oddly overlooked

way of carrying all
your gear.

A lighter,
cheaper and more
versatile approach
which I prefer is
soft baggage; a less
robust rack carry-
ing a sturdy Cordura holdall with a Smm
plywood base. It shrinks or expands with
your needs and can be swiftly unstrapped
and brought into a hotel room if neces-
sary, although you can arrange q/d fas-
teners on ally boxes too.

Light, bulky items like sleeping bags
and mats can go across the headlight, ‘Hog
vle’, or on the back of the seat where the
ble weight won’t affect handling.

round but can be




Reccomended r
oks recommended include
e travel guides from
Lonely Planet. Neither sei
nfo on biking but bo!
lished new 1000-pag
frica for around £15. Lon
imilarly hefty Africa on
¢ came out last summer
b of covering Africa than
yect. Just out is Bradt’s Africa
95), an updated version of
_though outdated Throug
udes a decent section on
| gives a low down on routs
oh all the African countries. A
te of the trans-African exper
wheels check out Jonny Bealb
. with the Moon (£15.99), a
of an especially arduous trip
the continent and back on a Tén
1 these books and more are ava

but in most cases visas are available from
the embassy in the neighbouring country.
You’ll need a wodge of passport photos
for visa applications en route.

Carry an accurate Vehicle
Registration Document (VRD) for the bike
you’re riding. In particular, make sure the
frame and engine numbers match the
form as this is a common border check.
An International Driving Permit is a multi-
lingual version of your driving licence,
something that officials occasionally insist
on.

Basic motor insurance is bought at the
border, if at all, and works out at about £1
a day; you can’t buy motor insurance
beyond Europe in the UK, and green cards
(an international extension of your UK
policy) are only valid in Morocco and
Tunisia. Travel and medical insurance
works out about the same price, but don’t
expect swift action or.reimbursement, and
make sure your adventurous undertaking
is not excluded.

For certain countries you’ll need a
temporary importation document known
as a Carnet de Passages et Douane or car-
net for short,
available from the
RAC or AA without
joining (although
some countries
have their own
local equivalents).
A carnet requires
that you deposit
their  estimated
value of your bike
in a closed bank
account until the

another tempo-
rary drain on

paying out a non
returnable insur-
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The Author
Ex-despatcher Chris Scott
inventor of the infamous
chapati edible motorcycle

helmet, first visited the
Sahara on his XT500 back
in 1982 and has returned

to the desert five times
since, visiting Algeria, Mali,
Niger and Mauritania.
Occasionally writing for
Rough Guides and working
at the Travellers’ Bookshop,
he’s best known as the
author of Desert Biking -
a guide to independent
motorcycling in the Sahara
which is available for
£10.99 from the Travellers’
Bookshop in London (Tel)
0171 836 9132. Next Easter
he is off to Algeria, Libya,
Niger and Chad by trail
bike, documenting his
adventures in TrailBike
Magazine

—ance premium instead.

Innoculations, while by no means
guaranteeing good health, are essential
for entry into certain countries, eg
Yellow Fever for Niger.

Finally, money. Credit cards and
cash in a hard currency are the best idea
(French francs work best in most North
African countries but US dollars are a
good substitute) - travellers cheques
might be useful occasionally, but the
places that take them will take a Visa
card too. Stash a bit on your bike but get
used to never letting your money or all
the above documents out of your sight,
which includes taking showers on ferries
or sleeping in strange hotels. Keep a
small amount handy so you don’t peel
temptingly into your huge wedge every
time you buy an ice cream.

Next month: Where to go and how
to get there, plus riding and nav-
igating in the desert.

DUST TRAILS

OFF-ROAD MOTORCYCLE
TOURS TO MOROCCO,
PORTUGAL AND ICELAND.

FULL TRAIL BIKE PREPARATION
FOR OVERLAND TOURING AND
RALLYE RAIDS.

DESERT SPECIALISTS.

TYRES, LONG RANGE TANKS,
PLASTICS, BASH PLATES,
HANDLEBARS BOOTS,
HELMETS, CLOTHING, MAPS,
GUIDE BOOKS.

PHONE 01985 841184
FOR DETAILS
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96 KTMs in stock ;,,/_ {
MX - ENDURO - TRAIL CLOTHING

o o epaene @ Ofical impor
® Gore-Tex jackets,
® Vast Stocks of Spares ) Banis: Shifls & dlovas 1‘
® 1st Class Workshop Service A Al S Hans ol
®

Mail Order Spares road riders

MX and Trial clothing
Helmets, Boots etc

Dunlop, Acerbis, Scott, Arai, Shoei,| @
Technosel, Renthal, Alpinestars etc
Ripon Business Park, Unit 16 Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon

North Yorkshire HG4 1QY
Tel: 01765 608209 Fax: 01765 608223

Access Visa

Subscribe to TrailBike Magazine before 1 February 1996 and you need only
pay the old price of £18 for a 12 month subscription, saving you £3 over the
new full price. Not only that but we pay the postage, and subscribers gener-
ally get their copies of the magazine before it’s available in the shops.

5

Make your cheque for £18
(£28.50 for Eire and over-
seas), payable to TrailBike
Magazine and send it to:-

................

.................................

TrailBike
Magazine
PO Box 1555

...........................................

................

Salisbury
. SP3 4PF

.................................
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TRAILBIKE GUIDE

We don’t claim this to be the definitive guide to all the trailbikes ever made, merely the sum total of
our collective knowledge, trawled from the depths of dim and distant memories and assembled in
some sort of order that you may find useful. What we do know is that no-one produces a guide to trail
bikes that is as comprehensive as this, and that if you think there are revisions we should make, bikes
that need adding to the list or merely things we’ve got wrong please feel free to write them down on
a scrap of paper and stick it up your nose. Thank you.

APRILIA

[talian concern assembling rather than
actually manufacturing bikes. In their
short history they’ve enjoyed much com-
petition success, and the products are
generally well made, up to the minute and
above all stylish.

RX125: w/c, 2-str, single. Superb, mod-
ern trailbike in both learner legal and full
power form. Peaky and powerful engine
with great suspension, and massive
amounts of pose. Useful off-road. Verdict:
A modern Italian DT.

Tuareg 50/125: w/c, 2-str, single.
Smart little trailbike with Paris-Dakar
styling cues designed to encounter noth-
ing more hostile than Rome’s potholed
streets.

Tuareg 125 Rally: w/c, 2-str, single.
Outrageously good looking Paris-Dakar
styled trailie with a high spec inc USD
forks, fully adjustable suspension etc.
High seat height more than made up for
by poseability.

Pegaso 125: 2421bs/110kg, 124cc, w/c,
2-str, single with a claimed 31bhp.
Tuareg 600/650: a/c, 4-str, sohc,
Rotax-powered single, e/s. Paris-Dakar
lookalike with a high specification (USD
forks etc), and flashy paintjob.
Reasonably light and not overly tall for
this type of bike, nice machine if you can
find one. Verdict: Posing tackle that
works.

Pegaso 650: 1992-on, 348lbs/157kg,
w/c, dohg, 4-str, e/s single, with a claimed
SObhp. Stylish and quick trailie using
poky 5-valve Rotax engine, good for
about 110mph with cornering to match.
Lighter than the BMW F650 and the
Pegaso’s twin exhaust is much better
tucked in, but it has a much higher, less
comfortable seat (36 inches) and fewer

layers of paint. 19 inch front wheel limits
tyre choice, and beware iffy sidestand,
cunningly hidden fuel tap and small
reserve. Capable big trailie both on and
off the road and good value. Verdict:
Flying horse, flies high.

ARMSTRONG

Grew out of Jeff Clews’ CCM company of
Bolton and CanAm/Bombardier bikes for
the army. (Bombardier were originally a
French Canadian company that manufac-
tured snowmobile engines - they are now
a massive worldwide engineering compa-
ny that owns Rotax, among others).

250: a/c, 2-str, singles (Bombardier
engines).

500: a/c 4-str, singles (Rotax engines)
with left hand kick starts.

CCM: A few enduro bikes based on the
moto-crossers).

NB: Armstrong sold out to Harley
Davidson who now build 350cc electric
start versions of the old 500s for the
army.

ATK: a/c 4-str, sohc, Rotax-powered sin-
gles. US-made, high quality motocrossers
with some unusual features such as
engine-sprocket mounted rear brake on
some models. All have one-sided mono-
shocks (without linkage). Dual sport bikes
now produced by the importer using con-
verted MX bikes, solid, unburstable but
pricey. Verdict: For those who hanker
after something different.

BARIGO: a/c, 4-str, sohc, Rotax-powered
singles. French-made range of specialist
on/off road bikes built by Patrick
Barigault. They specialise in supermotard
bikes and desert racers, both of which
have had some competition success,
though they also do a trail/enduro bike.
The same basic rotax mill that in MZ guise
churns out 32bhp produces a claimed
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60bhp when tuned to Barigo’s specifica-
tion... but they say it’s reliable. Verdict:
Gallic charm.

BM W

Traditional air-cooled, pushrod boxer flat
twins. Some rare collectibles: early pre-
G/S ISDT boxers which weigh only
3201lbs! Genuine Paris-Dakar machines.
Specialist builders: Schek and HPN. UK
expert: Jon Watson-Miller at Bracken
motorcycles in South East London (0171-
231-9438).

R80G/S: 374lbs, a/c, 4-str, 797cc, twin.
One of the first mega-trailies. Launched
in 1981, Monolever rear end, kick and
optional electric start. Special big-bore
versions of which took Hubert Auriol and
Gaston Rahier to four Paris-Dakar wins.
Original ‘Paris-Dakar’ version of G/S was
just the standard model with a big tank
and bore no relation to the real desert
racers, which were built specially by
Herbert Schek. The most trailable of all
the Beemers distinguishable by its high
front mudguard and simple instruments.
Verdict: The one to go for.

R100G/S: 1988-on, 220kg/484lbs, a/c,
4-str, twin, e/s. More powerful 60bhp
engine complete with double-jointed
drive shaft (Paralever) and much
improved suspension front and rear.
Colours were white/blue and black/yel-
low (the wonderful ‘bumble-bee’) with
mini-fairing. One of the most versatile
motorcycles on the planet with neat pan-
niers, clock and heated handlebars all
available from the BMW catalogue.
Superb go-anywhere tourer with surpris-
ing off-road-ability but a bit thirsty on
the motorway (35mpg). Verdict: A two-
wheeled Land Rover.

R100GS: a/c, 4-str, twin, e/s. Revised in
1991 with proper fairing and more garish
paint job. Final revision for UK in 1993
with ‘P-D’ version when humungous plas-
tic tank (already available on the conti-
nent) finally became legal, also sported a
set of external fairing crash bars. Single-
seat with extra large rack available as
option. Last officially imported in
1994. Verdict: Big and butch.

R80GS: a/c, 4-str, twin, e/s. Small bore
version of the above with same dimen-
sions and 50bhp.

R1100GS: 1994-on. 209kg/461lbs, o-
a/c, 4-str, 8-valve, 1086c¢c, twin, e/s, 5-
speed, 80bhp. Mega-Monster trailie based
around the brand new four-valve boxer
engine mated to Telelever chassis. Huge
stomp plus ABS which can be turned off if
desired. Superb road bike but not nearly
as off-roadable as the old boxers. Recall in
‘94 for problems with Telelever ball joints.
Verdict: The first trailie superbike.

F650 ‘Funduro’: w/c, 4-str, dohc,
652cc, single, e/s, 48 bhp (claimed).
Aprilia-built, Rotax-engined trail bike
launched in 1993 to bring BMWs to the
masses. Based on Aprilia’s Pegaso, but
with four valves instead of five, more
expensive, heavier and more ‘roadified’,
with larger tank, stainless exhaust and
much lower seat, although still eminently
trail-able. Great fun to ride on or off road,
and surprisingly quick - these babies will
make a genuine 46bhp at the rear wheel.
Beware clunky gearboxes, 19in front
wheel limits tyre choice. Sold like hot
cakes thanks to legendary BMW build
quality. Verdict: Solid and sensible.
CAGIDA

Italian manufacturer that now owns
Ducati, Husqvarna and Morini.

W4: w/c, 2-str, 50/80cc, single, 6-speed
gearbox trail moped. Looks like a pukka
enduro tool but restricted model wouldn’t
pull the skin off a rice pudding. 80cc ver-
sion much better bet.

Super City: 125kg/276lbs, w/c, 2-str,
124cc single, e/s, 7-speed, 34bhp.
Outrageously styled super-moto available
in learner legal and unrestricted flavours.
Even the full power model is hard work
due to peaky and raucous engine inherit-
ed from the Mito sports bike. Fast and
handles well with sticky road tyres. Could
be fun for humiliating bigger bikes on the
road but otherwise pretty pointless.
Makes a TDR feel civilised. Off road? Only
for super-moto racing, for which it had its
own class in France. Verdict: Teenage
kicks.

WMX500DE:1986-88, w/c, 2-str, single.
Strange specialist desert racer with large
tank, limited lock and high quality com-
ponents. Very few around.

W8: 264Ibs, w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single, 6-
speed, 31hp. Excellent trailbike version of

above but with a couple of ponies less and
no upside down forks. very few sold in UK.
T4: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 450cc, single. A few
imported to UK in 1989 by Moto Vecchia.
Fore-runner to W12 and W16. Plastic tank
holds 4 gals. e/s option as well as kick-
starter. Alloy rims and swing arm. Poxy
rose joints on gearchange broke early on.
W12: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 350cc, 4-valve, sin-
gle, e/s 6-speed, 25bhp. Simple, no frills
trailbike (as used by Italian army), a bit
like an Italian XT350 but not as tough.
Very few were sold in UK. Verdict:
Something different.

W16: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 601cc, 4-valve, sin-
gle, e/s, 34bhp. Tasty looking, but a little
underpowered at only 34bhp for new
learner laws. Looks similar to Yam XT600E
but lighter, lower and more colourful -
and less robust off-road.

Elefant: mid-eighties. o-a/c, 4str, desmo,
V-twin. Engine originally derived from
Ducati Pantah. Started as 650cc in mid-
eighties, grew to 750cc by 1988, though
there was a smaller 350cc version avail-
able to suit learner laws in other coun-
tries.

Elefant 350: 0-a/c, 4-str, desmo, V-twin,
e/s. Middleweight version of the lovely
750, with much less power but almost the
same weight. Not many imported for the
simple reason that no-one really wanted
one. Verdict: Curiosity value only.
Elefant 750: 1988-1990. 188kg/414lbs,
o0-a/c, 4-str, desmo, V-twin, e/s.
Distinctive looking big trailie with
white/red/blue/blue paintwork, angular
styling and gold anodised rims (21 inch F,
17 inch R). 750 motor was nice, but suf-
fered from poor carburetion at bottom
end thanks to Bing carbs. Nimble handling
and good off road ability.

Elefant 750/900 (Second genera-
tion): o-a/c, 4-str, desmo, V-twin, e/s,
60bhp/68bhp (claimed). Second genera-
tion Elefants from 1991-ish are bigger,
and slightly heavier than their predeces-
sors. Lovely torquey engines are based on
the Ducati 750 and 900SS. 1991 versions
(distinguishable by Lucky Explorer
paintscheme), were higher spec than later
ones, with Ohlins suspension and elec-
tronic fuel injection. Although they have a
high CofG the new generation Elefants
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make a great touring bike for the road,
but they’re a bit monstrous off-road -
more like a Super Tenere than the original
Transalp-sized 750s. Verdict: For those
who like to be seen and heard.

ENFIELD INDIA

Bullet trail: a/c, 4-str, ohv, single.
Indian made version of the venerable
Royal Hen, now with 12v electrics and
sprung saddle option. Verdict: Strictly for
masochists everywhere.

GILERA

Now defunct part of the Piaggio group
with legendary road-racing history.
50/125: a/c, 2-str, single. Learner bikes
- not officially imported.

RC 600: w/c, 4str, 558cc, single, e/s.
Nice-looking P-D styled trailie with unim-
peachable Paris-Dakar winning pedigree.
Shares engine with Nordwest. Quite a few
still for sale brand new from selected
Italian specialists. Good value at approx
£3500. Watch out for fragile plastic.
Nordwest: 140kg/3081bs, w/c, 4-str,
558cc, single, e/s. Supermoto version of
the RC 600 with 17 inch cast alloy wheels,
USD forks, and serious brakes. Superb
‘street scrambler’ with drop-dead looks,
but not as powerful as the Pegaso or F650,
and engine can be vibey. Still a few new
ones around. Verdict: Wondertul style.
XRT600: w/c, 4str, 558cc, single, e/s.
Clumsily styled, Paris-Dakar influenced
big trailie that uses the stock Gilera lump
in yet another manifestation. Big, heavy-
ish and extremely rare in the UK. Verdict:
Ugly duckling.

HARLEY DAUIDSON

Not the V-twins, but a mish-mash of
European-made stuff with the H-D badge.
H-D' 90:" a/c, "2-str, 90cc, " “single.
Aermacchi-made 1970s mini-trail funbike.
Very rare these days. passable off road.
CCM sold the rights to the Armstrong
army bikes to H-D circa 1992, and H-D
duly won the British army contract. Now
electric start (after heavy squaddie casual-
ties with the old left-side kick-starts) and
reportedly more robust but down-sized
from 500 to 350cc.

HONDA

XL = a/c, 4-str, trail.

XR = a/c, 4-str, enduro.

MTX = a & w/c, 2-str, trail.

TrailRike -51- Macazine




TRAILBIKE GUIDE

Basic beginners’ bikes: XL100S, XL125S,
XL185S. 1970s-80s. All use basically the
same sohc air-cooled engine in twin-shock
chassis (but with different gearboxes).
Great bread-and-butter trail bikes, but
getting a little long in the tooth nowadays.
As with all small Hondas, frequent oil
changes are the key to a long, trouble-free
life.

Cub 90: Whacky off-road ‘scooter’ for
whacky off road riders, different, but lack-
ing any lights or credibility! Verdict: For
planet-e.

MT50: a/c, 2-str, single. Many a 16 year-
old’s first bike. Unburstable moped-legal
trail bike. Staple fare for trail parks.
Verdict: Fun in a small package.

MTX 125: 2271b/103kg, w/c, 2-str,
124cc, single. Learner-legal monoshock
trail bike with an unfortunate propensity
for brewing up in serious off-roadery. No
longer imported. Definitely not as robust
as the XLs.

MTX200: w/c, 2-str, 198cc, single. Bigger
brother of 125, but never quite lived up to
expectations. Quite rare and prone to boil-
ing up - no cooling fan. Be very careful
replacing ceramic seal on the water pump.
Questionable reliability especially with
old ones. Verdict: Good for making tea.
CRM250R: 114kg, w/c, 2-str, 249cc, sin-
gle. Japanese-spec trail bike roughly
based on CR motocrosser but with usual

trailie luxuries. Low seat height, reason-
able spread of power, superb suspension.
Later ones (after1990) had USD forks.
Verdict: Best of the stroker trail bikes.

CL250S: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.

Bit of an oddity sold to farmers in the
early Eighties, for on and off road work.
Unusual in that it featured a 5-speed gear-
box with a range of both high and low
options. More roadified than most trailies
with low saddle and front mudguard, and
chromed (twin) shocks. boxy styling and
front and rear drum brakes makes it rare
but not highly desirable. Verdict:
Conversation stopper only.

TLR200: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 199cc, single.
Early Eighties trials-styled trailie ideal for
really snotty green lanes and long dis-
tance trials events, but not as comfy as
some trail bikes and not really built for

speed. Still available new as personal .

imports at fairly attractive prices.

TLM200: a/c, 2-str, 199cc, single. More
modern version of above with 2-stroke
engine and monoshock suspension built
for Japanese home market. Not much of a
seat but you can’t have it all. Verdict:
Nothing will stop you.

XL100: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 99cc, single, 6-
speed. very basic, cheap to insure learner
trailie. Later versions were smaller all
round with more basic instruments.
Verdict: Good starter machine.

XL125: 231lbs, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc,
single, 6-speed. Basic, twin-shock learner
bike used by legions of beginners in the
70s & 80s. Usually badly treated, unusual-
ly they still survive.

XL125R: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc, single,
6-speed. Monoshock version of above,
analagous to 250R and S5OOR. Later,
Italian-built monoshock Dakar version
with big tank and electric start can be
found as grey import.

XL185: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 185cc, single, 5-
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speed. One of the definitive original green
laners. Twin shock version only, but can
be upgraded with later 125R parts, includ-
ing chassis!

XL250: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Started
life way back in the 1970s with the
Motorsport, a basic twin-shock trail bike
not unlike Yam’s XT500. Verdict: Capable
plodder.

XL250S: 1978-on, 261lbs, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 248cc, single. Which sported a
four-valve, twin-port head pumping out
all of 26bhp, but still with 6-volt electrics
at first; twin shocks and crappy SLS front
and rear brakes and an unusual 23 inch
front wheel, giving little tyre choice. Later
versions adopted the Honda Pro-Link rear
end and 12-volt electrics. Good all
rounder, but better on the road than off
it. Comfy saddle and decent build quality
make this a good secondhand buy if you
can find one. Because this was the bike
from which the legendary RS250
despatcher’s tool was derived it means
you can bolt the complete 12-volt RS250
flywheel, generator and engine cover
straight on to any of the 6-volt XL or XR
250s and 500s. The accelerator-pumped
carb of the RS will also give a useful power
increase to the 250.

XL250 Degree: 119kg, w/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, dohc, 249cc, 25bhp, single.
Nineties style version of the venerable no-
frills XL250, now watercooled and with a
four valve head, but still with rear drum
brake. Verdict: Nice little stylish trailie.

XL500S: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Practically identical to the XL250 apart
from the bigger cylinder and head and a

longer frame although it is possible to
squeeze the bigger engine into a 250 chas-
sis. Only 32bhp, but loads more stomp
and the same crappy front brake - green
racing linings help a bit, but beware low-
speed lock-ups! Fortunately the 23 inch
wheels can be re-laced with 21linch rims
which actually improves the handling and
provides a vast increase in tyre choice!
Beware starting problems and low revs
misfire caused by furring of the alloy
earthing plate - solution is to take a lead
direct from engine to coil.
XL250R/500R: 1984-on, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, single. The cylinder heads
were now blessed with Radial Four Valve
Combustion (RFVC), vastly superior Pro-
Link mono-shock suspension, beefier
forks and much better TLS front brake in
a 21 inch wheel, and 12-volt electrics - a
much better bet all round than the ‘S’
models if you can afford them. Only snag
with the TLS front brake is that it will not
stop you from rolling back on a hill! The
CR motocrosser front end will fit straight
into the XL headstock so long as you use
the whole assembly. Beware top end seep-
age of oil between head and barrel. The
XL250R finally lost its metal tank and was
developed into the XR version. Early
XL500 engines were very popular in single
cylinder road racing, so second hand
spares are hard to come by. Frequent oil
changes are essential to avoid the dreaded
knackered head syndrome caused by the
camshaft running direct in it although
bearing conversions are available. Some
250s suffered from dodgy gearboxes and
frequent top end problems. Verdict:
Cheaper than an XR.

XL350/400: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single. Grey import originally built for
French and Japanese markets - a big-bore
version of the 250 rather than a sleeved
down 500. Verdict: Very rare.

XL60OR a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Larger version of 500R later swapped its
drum front brake for a disc.

XL600LM: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, sin-
gle. Paris-Dakar version of above with big
tank, flashy twin headlights, red painted
engine, tubeless gold spoked rims and
glory-be, electric start. Unfortunately it
didn’t go as well as it looked - one of the
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magazines put one on a dyno at the time
and got only 26bhp at the rear wheel.
Verdict: Nicely individual.

Hondd XRs: Most not officially designed
for road use (except for the XR-Ls), but
virtually all have been registered for the
road by owners, with varying degrees of
legality.

XR75/80: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Small
wheel mini-bike with poky engine for
teenagers, but we know of at least one
street-legalised one used as a fun green-
laner after modification with big wheels.
XR100: 68kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 99cc, sin-
gle, 6-speed. Mini off roader based on
XL100 engine but with 19 inch front and
16 inch rear wheels. Great, fun bike on
which to learn basics. World champion
road racer Kenny Roberts uses them to
teach sliding techniques to GP hopefuls.
XR20O0R: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single, 5-speed.
Early twin shock bikes (originally based
on the XL185) made brilliant green laners.
Still fairly popular though later mono-
shock versions are better and more plenti-
ful. Drum bakes let it down though some
late Japanese spec models come with
discs. Light enough to pick up if need be.
Verdict: Still a great trail bike.

XLR200: 112kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 18bhp,
single. Japanese-spec trailbike version of
above with drum rear brake.

XLR250R: 113kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 249cc,
28bhp, single. Japanese-spec trailbike ver-
sion of above with drum rear brake.
XLR250-Baja: 116kg, a/c, 4-str, sohg,
249cc, 28bhp, single. Japanese-spec trail-
bike version of the XR Baja, but with
slightly lower spec and a pair of smaller
headlights.

XR250(R): a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, sin-
gle. Based on both XL250S and 250R with
identical frames but more suspension
travel, disc front brake and slightly hotter
cam giving small power increase. Early
monoshock with twin carbs could be a sod
to start when hot - go for the later single-
carb model. The XR250 makes a very good
off-road all-rounder - light weight and
adequate power (30bhp claimed) makes it
perfect for trail riders and clubman
enduro riders alike, and tolerable on the
road. All Honda 250s need to be revved
hard if you want to get a move on. New

ones come with electric start and there’s
now a Baja version available with huge
twin headlamps, among other detail
changes.Verdict: Popular and versatile
trailie.

XR250L: 113kg, a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
249cc, 28bhp, single. Grey import with
road-legal lights, speedo and indicators.
Slightly heavier than R.

XR350: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Mid Eighties (monoshock) version, only
imported for a very short time and now
rare in UK. Much the same as the 250 but
with extra poke and unfortunately extra
weight.

XR500: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
bigger version of XR250, as used by Eddie
Kidd for wheelies. Early version was devel-
oped into the XR550RR on which Cyril
Neveu won the 1982 Paris-Dakar rally.
XR600: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Several versions since 1984, mostly
imported from USA until Honda UK start-
ed importing in 1994. Early versions easy
to tell by drum rear brake and twin carbs.
All are great off roaders, with pukka sus-
pension and lightweight chassis. Not
much fun on the road because of the
vibes, lack of creature comforts, and
twitchy handling. And some can be real
pigs to start. Often the bike of choice for
overlanders but beware, rear subframe is
not built to take a lot of weight. Honda UK
have not homologated the latest continen-
tal-spec version even though it comes with
proper speedo and head and tail lights
(but no indicators) so they’re still not offi-
cially road legal and sold by Honda deal-
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ers ‘for off-road use only’ - but it’s easy to
road-register as an individual so can still
be ridden away from the shop. Great

- wheelie-pulling ability, and very light

compared to something like an XT600.
Has become the privateer’s desert rally
bike by which all others are judged - light,
relatively simple and very robust. The
best noise/power compromise is to keep
the main body of the original baffle, but
take out the inner core - this looks and
sounds ‘kosher’ but liberates most of the
power. Official HRC hop-up kits with big
bore (630cc) and hot cam are available
but not recommended for off-road use or
long-distance reliability. Tons of other
tuning parts available. Verdict: Definitive
‘pukka’ big banger.

XR650L: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, 644cc,
single, e/s. Grey imported, fully street
legal version of the XR600 using electric
start Dominator engine and some of the
roadgoing niceties. Slight weight penalty,
but a real beauty if you can find one.
Balancer shaft makes this a much nicer
animal on the road, and not much worse
off it. Verdict: Worth searching out.
NX125: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc, single, 6-
speed. Mini-mini Dominator for continen-
tal learner market, based on the XL125
motor. Popular commuter in France, not
seen much over here.

NX250/350: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single, e/s. Mini-Dominator, much smaller
and lighter than big brother and surpris-
ingly quick (85mph) thanks to a relative-
ly highly tuned water-cooled engine. Ideal
for the vertically challenged and for dou-
bling up as an economical commuter.
350cc (Sahara) version built in Brazil for
South American market.

AX1: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single, e/s.
Japanese home market version of the
NX250, built for the street only, with cast
wheels and twin tail lights.

NX650P Dominator: a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 644cc, single, e/s. The defini-
tive civilised big-single four-stroke trail
bike, with genuine off road ability.
Torquey 44bhp motor with handy electric
Start - early versions had kick-start as
well. Classy cosmetics make crashing
expensive and despite the mini-fairing
still much more tiring than something like
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a Transalp on M-ways. Nevertheless a
good touring bike providing you don’t
want to go too fast. Watch out for rotted
wheel rims on early models. Plentiful in
UK but high build quality means second-
hand prices are quite steep.

XLV400VP Transalp: 183kg, w/c, 4-
str, 6-valve, sohc, 398cc, 37bhp, V-twin,
e/s. Japanese-spec version of below.
XLV60OOVP Transalp: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, 583cc, V-twin, e/s. Called the
Rally Tourer, its name befits its abilities
perfectly. True dual purpose machine,
great all-rounder. Engine based on the
VT500, and larger versions now power
the Bros and Africa Twin. Unburstable
and torquey motor churns out a claimed
55bhp but can be tricky to work on unless
out of the frame. Expensive cosmetics
worth protecting if you're going to ven-
ture off road. Early versions easy to spot
due to hub rear brake which was prone to
going oval. Suffers from rotting wheel
rims (like Dominator) in certain cases,
and single front discs (identical to
CBR600s) can wear fast. Slight facelift in
1993 improved fairing protection slightly.
Later versions also come with handy cen-
tre stand which was an option on earlier
models. Beware handlebar rubber-mount-
ings wearing out giving ‘twisted’ and
remote feel to bars. Sensible secondhand
prices. Verdict: Superb trail bike for tour-
ing on.

XLV750: a/c, 4-str, sohc, V-twin. Mid-
80s precursor to Transalp but featuring
shaft-drive, and distinctive red engine.
Never officially imported into UK, but
quite common in France.

XRV650 Africa Twin: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, V-twin, e/s. Even closer to
HRC P-D specials, mass-produced monster
trailie that was extremely popular in
Europe in 1989. About 100 were specially
built for HRC-supported mass entries to
Paris Dakar.

XRV750 Africa Twin: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, 742cc, V-twin, e/s. Bored out
from 650cc to 742cc in 1990 to make an
impressive but rather top-heavy Paris-
Dakar styled mega-trailie. Much more
expensive than the competition at the
time, though they had high build quality
and came with trick on-board computer.
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Better off road than you’d imagine, espe-
cially on fast and dusty trails.

XRV750-S Africa Twin: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, 742cc, V-twin, e/s. Lightened,
lowered and improved 1993-on version of
its forbear. Superb, top quality all-
rounder but still relatively expensive.
HUSABERG

KTM owned Swedish range of mainly com-
petition four-stroke machines which use
what is basically a two-stroke bottom end
mated to a four-stroke barrel and head.
Light, powerful and can be vibey.

FE350: w/c, 4-str, 349cc, single, e/s.
Cross between a balls out enduro mount
and a trail bike. Beautifully made, fast and
light. Left hand kickstart negated by new
electric boot. Verdict: A serious tool.
FE501: w/c, 4-str, 501cc, single, e/s. As
above but more so.

FE600: w/c, 4-str, 595cc, single, e/s. As
above but even more so.

HUSQUARNA

Previously Swedish, but now Italian-
owned company (Cagiva) manufacturing a
range of (essentially) competition bikes
(Enduro and Motocross), not to mention a
rather nice line in lawnmowers. Both two
and four stroke machines are renowned
for their power to weight ratio and high
quality components, though left hand
kickstarts can be awkward.

WRE125: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single.
Modern, superb, high specification trailie
with powerful revvy motor and top-notch
suspension. Though classified as a trail-
bike it makes a better clubman enduro
mount than pure green laner thanks to
tall seat height, and peaky top-end power
delivery.

JAWA-CZ

Penta 125: a/c, 2-str, 123cc, single. 12
bhp learner legal trail bike from the Czech
manufacturers - unknown quantity.
KAWASAKI

KE = a/c, 2-str, trail.

KL = a/c, 4-str, trail.

KLR = w/c, 4-str, trail.

KLX = w/c, 4-str, trail/enduro.

KMX = w/c, 2-str, trail.

KDX = a/c and w/c, 2-str, enduro then
trail.

KE 80/100: a/c, 2-str, 79/99cc, sihgle.
Very basic disc valve learner trailie with

drum brakes both ends. Has been around
for donkey’s years and value will be drop-
ping as new learner laws come in. Ideal
second hand bike for the vertically and
financially challenged to start trailing
with.

KE125/175: a/c, 2-str, single. Early
twin shock, disc valve trailie dating from
the Seventies. Popular then, but most will
have rotted away by now. Easy to learn on
many were used as farm bikes. Later ver-
sions styled to resemble KDX. Lengthy
production run means Kawasaki must
have got it right. Verdict:Long lived.
KMX125: 216lb/98kg, w/c, 2-str, 124cc,
single. Very able little trail bike powered
by reed valve and KIPS power valve
engine, which can easily be de-restricted
to double power output to a lively 24bhp.
KMX200: 1987-92, 2211b/100kg, w/c, 2-
str, 191cc, single, 6-speed. Big-bore ver-
sion of the 125 with a claimed 30bhp,
which makes a much more able all-
rounder capable of motorway cruising
and a top whack of nearly 90mph. Not as
reliable as the 125 and if used ‘in extrem-
is’ off-road the suspension, and especially
the forks are not as good as later genera-
tion KDXs. Fuel range to bone dry is only
90 miles with 10 mile reserve, and KIPS
valve can give trouble, as can clutch and
radiator (no fan fitted!). 200 also lum-
bered with a 17 inch rear wheel, so it’s
quite common to fit the 18 incher from
the 125 to improve off-road tyre choice.
KMX also suffered from indifferent build
quality, and could be fragile off road. Pads
and discs wore out if you so much as
looked at them. But seat height is much
more accessible for shorties than KDX. Has
not been imported for a few years now, if
in good nick, an excellent trail bike for
most conditions.

KDX125SR: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single.
124cc. Similar engine to the KMX (with
KIPS power valve) but with the stronger
competition-derived ‘perimeter’, square-
tube chassis. Later ones had upside-down
forks, but were slower than cheaper KMX
in restricted form.

KDX175/200: a/c, 2-str, single. origi-
nally sold as a competition only machine
with no speedo or horn and a plastic tank
when they were still illegal on the road.
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Fine for enduros but a bit uncivilised on
the road. Peaky and raucous, the first
models were however lighter, lower and
torquier than the later w/c models.

KDX200: w/c, 2-str, 199cc, single. Based
on KDX125, completely redesigned from
a/c version with increased suspension
travel, revised Uni-Track rear end, and
more top end power. Basically a clubman
enduro bike, very few haven’t been raced.
KDX220R/SR: w/c, 2-str, 220cc, single.

_ As above but updated for ‘95, and with

more power and torque. The SR is the
street version. Verdict: Yummy. i

KDX250SR: w/c, 2-str, 249cc, single.
Trail bike version of the KDX with heaps of
grunt, perimeter frame and huge USD

forks. Tallish and very powerful. Japanese

spec only. Verdict: Wow.

KL250: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 246c¢c, single.
Late seventies twin shock trail bike
derived from the 200cc road bike com-
muter. Pretty basic (no balancer shaft),
but also pretty reliable, and extremely
frugal.

KLR250: 1987-on, 260lbs/118kgs, w/c,
4-str, sohc, 249cc, single. Reliable if rather
unexciting trail bike with just 23bhp on
tap. Despite the complexity of w/c engine
they’re very robust, and easy to service.
More than capable of economical daily
commuting, but not very fast on or off the
road. Revived as a budget trailie alongside
more expensive KLX having been dropped
when they first came in. Verdict:Excellent
Starter trailbike with good manners.
KLX250: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 246¢cc, single.
Enduro version of the early twin shock KL,
with less road manners.

KLX250: 1994-on, w/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
dohc, 249cc, single. The four-stroke
equivalent of the KDX, with similar
motocross-derived perimeter chassis.
Looks the business with handling and sus-
pension to match, but performance of the
25bhp street-legal trail version is a bit flat.
The lighter 30bhp enduro version is a lot
more satisfying to ride, but early ones had
carburetion difficulties, and both need to
be revved hard to produce their power.
Quite tall in the saddle.

KLX300: 1996-on, w/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
dohc, single. Latest bigger-bore version of
above with more power and torque and
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generally improved all round. Verdict:
Nice.

KLE500: 392Ib/178kg, w/c, 4-str, 8-
valve, dohc, 498cc, parallel twin. Slightly
oddly styled ‘town trailie’ which shares its
engine with the ENS00/GPZ500 whose
motors were in turn, effectively one half
of a GPZ90OR. The revvy little KLE makes
50bhp but is far less trail-friendly than
the torquey Transalp and more tiring on
the road especially with its uncomfortable
(pink) seat and minimal fairing. Quite fast
for the money and pretty good around
town, but definitely not going to suit
everyone’s taste or backside. Verdict:
Unique.

KLR600: 1984-on, 430lbs, w/c, 4-str,
dohc, 564cc, single. Big banger trail bike
which started out with a kickstart but
became the first big trailie to be fitted
with an electric boot. Some had balancer
chain problems and early ones overheated
due to poor siting of the thermostat, but
otherwise a fine handling road machine
with plenty of trail-ability. Verdict:
Sensible thumper.

KLR 650: 1987-on, 286lb, w/c, 4-str,
dohc, 651cc, single. Bored out version of
the 600. Like the KLR 250, recently re-
introduced as a cut-price all-rounder now
that insurance rating system no longer
unfairly penalises over-600s.
Verdict:Competent rather than spectacu-
lar.

KLR 650 & (Tengai): 1989-on, w/c, 4-
str, dohc, 651cc, single. Bored out to
651cc in 1987, Kawasaki have never had
any success in the African rallies, but the
Tengai (launched in 1989) is their be-
fairinged homage to the genre. Simple KLR
may be a bit basic by today’s standards
but it works well enough, and is tough and
practical to boot. Plenty of bottom end
grunt. Relaunched in ‘95 after a break of
two years.

KLX 650: 337lbs/153kg, w/c, 4-str,
dohc, 651cc, single. Bigger version of the
250 with the same drop-dead motocross
looks, but with USD forks. Early ones were
designed without enough clearance
between the rear wheel and the mudguard
which meant the wheel hammers into the
CDI box at max compression with expen-
sive consequences. No bashplate either.
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Not as torquey as the Dominator or the
Pegaso but great for smooth dirt roads or
gravel-strewn tarmac. Ideally suited as a
supermoto or town bike. Fast and furious,
but not much plonkability. Enduro ver-
sion and later models didn’t suffer the
same suspension problems. Verdict:Good
but not good enough.

KTM

Mainly enduro two and four-strokes of
dubious street legality. Older enduro
bikes are sometimes trailed, but generally
rather fast/peaky/specialised for green
lane use.

400: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Trail bike version of an existing enduro
bike, but with the added civility of a bal-
ancer shaft. Fast and exciting on forest
roads, but not much of a chugger. Great
on the road though lack of screen may be
a problem for some. Tall seat height and
left-hand kickstart make it tricky for
shorties. Top notch suspension, but not as
light as it looks. Also quite pricey.
Verdict:Specialist tackle.

620: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single. As
above but more so.

Duke: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Strangely-styled but quite unique
Supermoto version of KTM’s big-banger.
Stylish little headlamp fairing contains
two small headlights, and of course the
bike rides on 17 inch wheels with wide,
sticky rubber. Lots of fun, lots of cred, but
expensive and rare since they’re only
imported in strictly limited numbers.
Verdict: Street rod.

LAVERDA

DR650 Atlas: a/c, 4-str, sohc, twin.
Strange overweight trailie produced from
the dying embers of the Italian Laverda
concern. Using the Montjuic engine as its
source the Atlas’ only claim to fame is the
inexplicable ‘Soft Ramble’ sticker that
graced the swingarm. Verdict: Rare with
reason.

MORINI

Camel: a/c, 4-str, ohv, V-twin. Oddball
twin shock, V-twin trailie utilising the
heron-headed Morini lump. High saddle
and limited spares can be a problem, but
otherwise quite robust and great fun if
you can master the left-handed kickstart.
Not very plentiful, but fairly cheap.

Verdict: Eccentric transport.

Kanguro: a/c, 4-str, ohv, 344cc, V-twin.
Looks like an accident between an XT350
and a Transalp. Lovely engine is a bit
dated really, but the Kanguro (couldn’t
they spell Kangaroo?) is definitely worth a
look if you're after something a bit differ-
ent and don’t mind the left-hand kick-
start. Sold very slowly and remained in
production for a number of years, so it’s
possible to still find new ones, and they’re
very cheap for an Italian bike. Verdict:
Strangely alluring.

MOTO GUZZI

350TT: a/c, 4-str, ohv, V-twin.
Middleweight Guzzoid with all the attrac-
tion of chicken pox. Verdict: see below.
V65TT: a/c, 4-str, ohv, V-twin.
Middleweight Guzzi trailie of average abil-
ity. Hard work on the dirt.... and on the
road. Not many around.
Verdict:Masochists only need apply.
Quota: a/c, 4-str, ohv, V-twin. Big Guzzi
that like Triumph’s Tiger is really just a
road bike in trail bike clothing, but with-
out the Triumph’s impressive on road per-
formance. A truly monstrous beast with a
seat-height that requires a ladder if you're
under 6ft. It makes even the Tiger feel
small by comparison. Agricultural engine
with torque reaction from the shaft and
dangerous lack of ground clearance both
on and off road. Good fuel consumption
thanks to fuel injection and high gearing,
are about all it has going for it. Incredibly
expensive when it was launched, but
prices did come down. Strictly for straight
dirt roads and motorways. Should come
with a government health warning.
Verdict:Proves that big is not necessarily
beautiful.

MZ

Ex-East German manufacturer with a rep-
utation of making stodgy but solid bikes.
A few a/c, 2-str, 250 ISDT specials around,
though most road MZs are robust enough
to be ‘trailified’. Cheap and cheerful.
Verdict:Worth a trip around the Bloc.
500 Saxon Country: a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, Rotax-powered single. Old-
fasioned looking trail bike, that’s really
just a roadster with a set of trail clothes
on. Expensive for what it is. Verdict:
Obsolete.
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ROKON

340RT: a/c, 2-str, Sachs-engined, 340cc,
single. Obscure US bikes using a snowmo-
bile engine with a pull start and an auto-
matic gearbox. Manufactured during the
seventies with a twin shock chassis.
Verdict: Bizarre but wild.

SUZUKI

TS = a/c then w/c, 2-str, trail.

PE = a/c, 2-str, enduro.

SP = a/c, 4-str, trail.

DR = 0-a/c 4-str, trail.

RV125: a/c, 2-str, single. Strange look-
ing fun bike from the seventies with small
wheels and balloon tyres designed for rid-
ing on sand. Looks a bit like a full size
monkey bike. Quite fun, but rare and
more than a bit odd.

TS120 Trailcat: a/c, 2-str, single. One
of the first purpose built trail bikes to
come into the UK in the early Seventies,
with unusual, Land Rover style high and
low ratio 3x2 gearbox. Lightweight and
easy handling twin shock chassis. A bit of
a collector’s item if you like that sort of
thing. Verdict: For anoraks only.
TS125/185: a/c, 2-str, single. Early sev-
enties twin shock trailie with distinctive
high level pipe which was unusual at the
time. Not many left now.
TS125/185ER: a/c, 2-str, single. Peaky
learner bike from early Eighties still with
‘twin shocks Verdict: Not bad considering.
TS250: a/c, 2-str, single. Much the same
as the early 125 but with punchier 250cc
motor, and low-level chrome front mud-
guard.

TS250ER: a/c, 2-str, single. Early
Eighties trail bike that’s a bigger version
of the 125 with twin shocks and electron-
ic ignition.

TS50: a/c, 2-str, single. Undistinguished
twin shock trailie.

TS50ER: a/c, 2-str, single. As above.
TS50X: w/c, 2-str, single. Modest trail
moped with a roaring 3bhp on tap, and
‘full floater’ monoshock suspension. Good
for a 50 though.

TS125X: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single. Very
competent learner legal trailie. Better
than the equivalent DT at the time.
Verdict: Good secondhand buy.
TS125R: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single. Latest
version of above with power valve fitted
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that just needs connecting up to get full
power.

TS200R: 112kg, w/c, 2-str, 195cc,
35bhp, single. Grey import with its own
French championship. Higher spec than

g

UK 125s includes USD forks. Excellent
stroker trailie that’s not too expensive.
Reasonable availability for a grey import.
Verdict: Good value trailie.

PE175: a/c, 2-str, single. Basic twin-
shock clubman enduro bike from the sev-
enties, styled on the RM motocrosser.
Poky at the time, but not by today’s stan-
dards. Last ones had ‘full floater’ suspen-
sion. Reasonable number of tatty ones
still about that can be had for not much
money.

PE250: a/c, 2-str, single. Similar to 175
but with a better spread of power. Lots of
fun, but noisy as hell.

PE400: a/c, 2-str, single. As above but
with more power than most people could
use in this chassis off-road. Verdict: Wild.
SP370: a/c 4-str, sohc, single. Early
eighties twin shock trailie that seemed

to go on and on. Frugal, robust and rea-
sonably reliable despite lack of balancer
shaft. Good, cheap hack.

SP400: a/c 4-str, sohc, single. As above.
DR125: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Small
and not very powerful trailie but with the
benefit of being robust, reliable and fru-
gal. Verdict: Slow but solid.

DR125 Raider: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, sin-
gle. As above but with false header pipe
and (marginally) bigger P-D style tank.
DR200:" o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. As
above but despite bigger motor, still a bit
underpowered. Not sold as street legal.
Beware rear wheel collapse on early ones.
DR125/200 Djebel: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc,
single, e/s. Japanese home market version
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of above with more street mods (includ-
ing electric boot). Later ones had big sin-
gle headlamp with surrounding protec-
tion bar.

DR250: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Grey
import baby brother of the 350 we get
here in the UK, only with USD forks and a
brilliant ride height control making it
more accessible to little people. Verdict:
Worth searching out.

DR350: 0-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Superb little trailie with dry-sump motor,
excellent suspension, but tiny petrol tank.
A bit cheap in places, but lightweight and
fairly robust. Better off road than on it.
Front disc brake not very powerful and
wears out rapidly. Can look tatty quite
quickly. Unfortunately Kkickstart only
(until 95), and high seat height rules it
out for sub six footers. Engine feels
unburstable and will rev and rev though
some have been known to drop valves
occasionally. Verdict: Great trail bike.
DR350(E): o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single. Enduro version of above which is
slightly ‘harder’ all round. Available in
the UK but very few sold, and no ‘leccy
start available. Verdict: Rare but good.
DR400S: 2871bs, a/c 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
396¢cc, single. Updated SP400 from the
mid-Eighties with alloy petrol tank, but
still twin shock and 6-volt. Beware
camshaft rattles at high mileages. Very
economical, but without the benefit of
balance shafts: Watchout for things shak-
ing loose like engine bolts or perhaps
your leg. Verdict: Shake, baby shake.
DR500S: o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, sin-
gle. Foreign market, bigger-bore version
of the 400. None known in the UK.
DR600S: 136kg/2991bs, o-a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 589cc, single. Classic big

banger with modern monoshock rear end
and balancer shaft motor. One of the best
(and most sensible) of the DRs, but a bit
overgeared and heavy. Can be a bugger to
start when hot till you get the knack.
Verdict: Good secondhand buy.
DR650RSE: o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
640cc, single, e/s. More road than trail
bike, longer, heavier than earlier DRs and
with civilised half fairing and twin
silencers. Good road bike, but first gear
very high for trails and despite half
decent suspension, still a bit of a handful
on the dirt no thanks to its seat height.
Engine sounds like a tractor and vibrates
like one. Carbs can give iffy running at
low revs. Verdict: Okay I s’pose.

DR650: 0-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single,
e/s. Latest version of above without the
half fairing or twin exhausts. Still
overgeared, still rather tall, but with the
best suspension in class. Not very refined
and feels a bit cheap, but definately head-
ing in the right direction.

DR750: 0-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
The original ‘Dr Big’ - Suzuki’s first
attempt at a Paris-Dakar style big trailie.
No-one has built a bigger single - except
Suzuki themselves. Verdict: Not for the
faint hearted.

DR800: 0-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
The ultimate ultimate. Monstrous single
with gargantuan tank, massive seat height
and weird styling. Could win awards for
ugliness, but pretty good handler and
surprisingly nimble. Massive tank gives
good range. Dropped from the UK range
in about 1993, suffered badly from
Norwich Union’s capacity-based insur-
ance grading, but should be much cheap-
er to insure now. Many engines found
their way into singles racing. But there’s a
few around if you really must have one.
Verdict: Why bother?

TRIUMPH

Tiger: w/c, 4-str, 12-valve, dohc, 885cc,
triple. Brilliant but expensive road bike
from the new Triumph factory, styled to
look like an off roader for the German
market. Grunty engine makes it quick on
the road but don’t bother venturing off
road, as suspension leaves a lot to be
desired. Rear linkage hangs down below
frame rails and catches on practically
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everything. Tall seat height makes low
speed manoeuvring tricky. Verdict: A
trailie in name only.

YAMAHA

DT = a/c & w/c, 2-str, trail.

i = a/c; 2-strj enduro,

WR = w/c, 2-str, enduro.

XT = a/c, 4-str, trail.

TT = a/c, 4-str, enduro.

TW = a/c, 4-str, trail/fun.

BW = a/c, 4-str, trail/fun.

DT125/175: a/c, 2-str, single. The DTs
are the bike that brought trail riding to
the masses! Started out as a basic twin
shock trail bike back in the late Seventies
before adopting cantilever rear ends.
They built up a reputation for being an
extremely competent trail tool and taking
an amazing amount of punishment. The
175s were dropped when the 125 learner
laws came along in 1981. Verdict: Still one
of the best trailbikes ever.

DT125(LC): 1987-on, w/c, 2-str, single.
The DT came of age with the adoption of
watercooling, motocross styling, and most
important of all, a power valve. Lost some
of its torque but gained a revvier motor
and lots more top end together with
sophisticated suspension front and rear.
In 12bhp restricted form they’re as flat as
a pancake, but unrestricted make a capa-
ble 24bhp. Although in the fashion stakes
they’ve been overtaken by tricker looking
tackle, they still top the sales chart
because of their hard earned reputation.
still good at off roading though they’re
taller and peakier than ever. Stripped
down and tuned up they will pass as a
good clubman enduro mount. Verdict:
The king lives on.

DT200(R): w/c, 2-str, single. Grey
import big bore ver-
sion of the 125. Extra
oomph makes it easier
to ride. Verdict:
Competent all
rounder.
DT200(WR): w/c, 2-
str, single. Japanese -
spec trail bike version
of the WR enduro bike.
Visually almost identi-
cal, but with usual
trail bike refinements.
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DT250: a/c, 2-str, single. Late Seventies
cantilever shocked version of the smaller
bikes, more power but less agility.
DT400: a/c, 2-str, single. Hairy chested
version of above, not many left now.
IT125/175/200: a/c, 2-str, single.
Early eighties enduro tool. Useful off
road, but a bit hairy on it no thanks to
drum brakes. Use of premix is a bit of a
pain, 175 is the better bet if you can find
one.

IT250: a/c, 2-str, 246cc, single. Less
peaky, bigger bore version of above with
enough power for any off road activity. At
the time it boasted more power and much
less weight than the equivalent water-
cooled RD250LC twin!
IT425/465/490: a/c, 2-str, single.
Fire-breathing, hard to tame, monster
stroker for serious enduro freaks. Only
for those with lots of skill or very large
gonads. Not the most reliable bike in the
world. Verdict: Melts visors at 50 paces.
WR200: w/c, 2-str, single. Brilliant club-
man enduro bike with lightweight chassis
and ‘soft-tune’ engine, but plenty of
power. Rear suspension oversprung, and
they need gearing down for low speed
trails. Good if you like your bikes tall.
Easy to ride with a nice light front end.
Verdict: Modern classic.

WR250: w/c, 2-str, single. As above but
with ‘hard-tune’ engine. Essentially the
enduro version of the YZ motocrosser but
with wider ratio gearbox and more fly-
wheel. It also came with a lighting coil,
but no lights!Verdict: Peaky and poky.
WR500: a/c, 2-str, single. As above but
using air-cooled YZ motor.

TDR 250: w/c, 2-str, parallel twin. A
TZR250 in trail clothing. Great road bike
with demon brakes
thanks to dinner-
plate sized front
disc, and all or
nothing power-
band. Peaky motor
makes it difficult to
use off road apart
from on fast fire
roads, supermotard
or competition
road rallies for
which it is ideal. A

TrailBike -61- Magazine



TRAILBIKE GUIDE

thoroughly uncivilised motorcycle - rau-
cous, peaky and excruciatingly uncom-
fortable with an unquenchable thirst for
fuel - and absolutely fabulous. Beware
seizures on left hand cylinder, and high
speed wobbles on the road. Has a few pas-
sionate and delin-
quent supporters.
Verdict: For petrol-
heads everywhere.
XT125: a/c, 4-str,
single. Learner legal
motorcycle without
the need for restric-
tion! Verdict: Reliable
but intensely boring.
XT225 Serow: a/c,
4-str, sohc, single. §
Small but perfectly
formed grey import
trail bike with kick and e/s versions, but
sadly not both together, although retro-fit
kick is possible. Light, manoeuvrable, and
easy to ride. Brilliant attention to detail
such as mini indicators and sensibly
placed grab handles marks this out as a
superb green laner. Small engine needs to
be worked hard especially on the road to
get decent performance, but its a small
price to pay for such a good bike.
Reasonable numbers brought in so far.
Verdict: Makes sense.

XT250: 248lbs, a/c, 4-str, 249cc, sohc,
single. Early Eighties Cantilever shock
trailie of some note. Light and strong with
balancer shaft engine, they can still be
found for not much money and make an
excellent secondhand buy if in good con-
dition though occasional early ones suf-
fered valve problems. Nice and low
though not very fast. Verdict: Good all-
rounder.

XT250T(R): 113kg, a/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
dohc, 249cc, 27bhp, single. Foreign mar-
ket mini XT350 with all the benefits but
slightly lighter. Verdict: Rare.

TT250-R: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc,
249cc, 30bhp, single, e/s. Modern light-
weight trailie/enduro that is Yamaha’s
version of the Honda XR250. Revvy motor
and a reasonable spread of power, but
rather expensive. Unusual electronic
dials, and other neat touches. Now offi-
cially imported.

TT250-R RAID: 121kg, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, dohc, 249cc, 30bhp, single, e/s. As
above but with large, single, (Baja-style)
headlamp and protective guard, bigger
tank and slightly different styling.
Verdict: Appealing.

XT350: a/c, 4-str,
4-valve, dohc, sin-
gle. Plain Jane
trailie that’s better
than it looks. Early
versions boasted
31bhp, but later
ones emasculated
to 17bhp due to
i noise regs. Chassis
and suspension a
bit limited but nev-
ertheless still pretty
competent. Plenty
of bottom end, not too tall in the saddle,
and excellent economy (80mpg possible if
you try hard). Long production run means
it must be good, but demand for second-
hand ones ensures prices stay fairly high.
Verdict: Carry-on trailing.

TT350: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Grey import enduro version of above,
with improved suspension, more power,
and more basic instrumentation and light-
ing. Not that scarce considering, they
make a nice trailie with similar reliability
to the XTs. Verdict: Nice one.

XT500: 304lbs, a/c, 4-str, sohc, single.
The original big banger trailie that started
it all. Produced for years and years, even
when superceded by later versions. Twin
shock, 6-volt, character building bike that
could often get into more trouble than it
could get out of. All sorts of special parts
were produced for it for the would be
overlander over the years. Vibrates like a
jack hammer, and very basic by modern
standards but the lack of sophistication is
part of its charm, and the low seat height
makes it much easier to ‘paddle’ than
some of its more monstrous Successors.
Can be horribly unreliable and a pig to
start, but its easy to work on and plenty
still around. Classic buffs have inflated
the prices, but don’t pay over the odds.
Verdict: Your dad would love it.

TT500: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. More seri-
ous off roader version of the above. Much

lighter and with a punchier motor, but
still with 6-volt electrics. Verdict: Rare.
XT550: 1982-on, 2921bs, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 558cc, single. Updated ver-
sion of above with 4-valve engine, twin
carbs and cantilever rear end. Smoother
than 500 but hard to get excited about,
and some had gearbox problems. Not
many around now. Verdict: Not as good as
the original.

XT600 Tenere: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single. Superb Paris-Dakar inspired big
trailie with unburstable engine, supple
suspension, mammoth tank and comfy
saddle. Loved by overlanders the world
over. Huge touring range, and clever
attention to detail ( for instance air filter
positioned under tank to avoid being
clogged by sand and dust). Later versions
inherited a full fairing but lost some of the
attention to detail. Feels like riding a great
big cosy armchair, and regardless of
Yamaha’s claims to the contrary seems to
have more power than later ‘cooking’ ver-
sions. Real off road ability in most hands.
Verdict: Best of the big Yams.

XT600E: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
No frills version of the much loved XT.
Heavier and more sluggish than the origi-
nal thanks to steel rims and generally
lower spec. Unsophisticated especially in
the suspension department, but thorough-
ly crashable and a respectable plodder.
Heaps of grunt. Updated in 95 with more
modern looks.Verdict: Not as good as the
original.

TT600: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Grey import enduro version of above,
with improved suspension, more power,
more basic instrumentation and lighting,
and plastic tank. A few around, they make
a more suitable serious trail bike than an
XT. Verdict: worth looking out for.
TT600 (updated): a/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
sohc, single. Latest version of the above
now available with an electric start. Much
more modern styling includes USD forks,
still only available as a grey import.
XTZ660: w/c, 4-str, 5-valve, dohg, single.
Another attempt at making a long-dis-
tance overland/road version of the vener-
able XT. Heavier, with less range and not
much more power than the original. Less
crashworthy than the first and the taller
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saddle may put some off, Nevertheless it’s,
had a lot of succes in desert racing form
and with some mods is eminently trail-
able. Verdict: Another good Yam.
XTZ750 Super Tenere: w/c, 4-str, 10-
valve, dohc, parallel twin. Yamaha’s
answer to the Africa Twin. Cheaper build
quality makes it a good value, comfortable
all-rounder on the road with plenty of
touring potential and 200 mile tank
range. Engine is strong but lacks a little bit
of bottom end, and gearbox is atrocious to
use. Genuinely fast and not too bad off
road especially in the dry, but the stan-
dard exhaust is rather wide (catching on
ruts). Decent suspension, but a bit bouncy
on the road. Verdict: A good try.
TDMB850: w/c, 4-str, 10-valve, dohc, par-
allel twin. ‘New sports’ road bike with trail
styling developed from the XTZ750 but
with much gruntier 850cc lump. Lower
seat height, much torquier engine and
better brakes and handling. Early versions
had appallingly clunky gearbox and
exhaust collector box rules out an after-
market centre stand. Not really a trail bike
unless it’s high summer nice and dry and
the trail is easy. Soft suspension limits
speed off road. Verdict: Brilliant trail
influenced roadie.

TW200: a/c, 4-str, 18bhp, single, e/s.
Fattish-wheeled fun bike which makes a
brilliant and economical (though odd-
looking) trail bike for the short of leg, with
both electric start and kick. Surprisingly
good on the road, and makes a competent
commuter (70+mpg possible), but let
down by lousy SLS front drum brake and
needs an extra gear. Suspension a bit basic
and tyres can be expensive. Gearbox
sprocket a special part due to outrigger
bearing. Will embarass pukka trail bikes in
the right hands. Verdict: Strangely attrac-
tive.

BW200: a/c, 4-str, single, e/s. True beach
balloon-tyred version of above but not
street legal. Not recommended for any-
thing other than sand. Verdict: Sand sled.
BW350: a/c, 4-str, single, e/s. Hairy-
arsed version of above. Verdict: Get out
the bull worker.
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Bikes

XR250RP April 93 K-reg, 3,500 trail
and road miles only, excellent condi-
tion, £2,650 ono. Tel 0191 5190003
(24 hour ansafone/fax)

Yamaha XT600E K-reg, June 93, red
and white, as new condition, 5,000
miles only, taxed, £2,550 ovno. Tel
01495 711680 (South Wales, Gwent)
Gilera Nordwest 1993 L-reg, 5,500
miles, vgc, new rear tyre, stainless
exhaust, fsh, £3,000. Tel 01773
713188

Yamaha DT175 1973, very very good
condition for year, totally original,
only 4,500 miles from new, really has
to be seen, £450 ono. Tel 01162
888569 (Leicester)

CZ Enduro 250cc, Reed valve motor,
1977 road registered, taxed and tested,
lighting kit, swap for Jap trail bike or
sell £400 ono. Also two bike trailer
£80. Tel 0114 2342340

Yamaha DT250 S-reg, vgc, mot and
spares, low mileage, special paint and
matching helmet, higher suspension
fitted, Avon Gripsters, recent rebore.
£550 ono. Tel 01273 205673 (Steve)
Honda XR600ORM J-reg, genuine
6000kms only, Mikuni /s carb, Scott’s
steering damper, white Bros rear
spring (84kg), Moose racing Enduro
computer, Barkbusters, spares and
extras, £2,999. Also two bike trailer,
fully galvanised with T-bar suspension
and lighting, SOmm ball - official KTM
factory made in Slovenia £410. Tel

01825 791186

Dalesman Puch 125cg, trials, good
condition, 1968, very light, £350, swap
for road legal machine, consider any or
3 wheeler. Tel 01539 441429
(Cumbria)

Kawasaki KLX650 C1, black, L-reg,
1600m, vgc, spare rear tyre, workshop
manual, second bike forces sale, offers
£3,200. Tel 01480 436069 (Bruce.
Cambs)

Yamaha Super Tenere 750cc, G-reg,
mot, taxed, excellent condition,
Datatag, extremely reliable, low
mileage, fun bike to use on/off road.
Tel 01584 810937 (Eves)

Neval Siberian, two wheel drive, moto
cross style outfit, BMW engine, reverse
gear, H-reg, 6000km, new tyres, mot,
only one ever built, offers. Tel 0181
2523895 (Essex)

Kawasaki Tengai, G-reg, electric start,
MOT until March, 32,000 miles, road
tyres, blue/white, £1,600. Tel 01298
25460 (work) 01298 27269 (Eves)
Maico Enduro 490 1981 rebuilt from
wheel bearings to tank decals, new
Wiseco piston, tyres, plastics, lights,
DEP silencer, superb, with log book,
£750 ono. Tel 01274 593695/591758
(West Yorks)

Yamaha TDR 250 1990 H-reg, road
tyres, tested, good condition, not off
roaded, £2,500. Derek Anstock, 22 St.
Vincents Avenue, Branton, Nr.
Doncaster, Yorkshire. DN3 3QR
Honda XL175 Trail, 1975, 6,700 gen-
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uine miles, stored last 10 years, good
original condition, ideal collector or
beginners trail bike, best offer over
£200. Tel 01844 346961 (Bucks)
KMX200 1990, 7,000 miles, trail pre-
pared, Renthal bars and guards, knob-
blies, enduro back mudguard,
motocross shock, T&T, spares include
back wheel, exhaust and plastics,
£1,050 ovno. Tel 01924 478994 (after
Spm)

Suzuki DR350R 1994 Road registered
only 1,000 miles from new, £2,750
consider DR600 in p/x. Tel 01984
632036 (Taunton)

Kawasaki KLR650 Tengai 1989, blue,
16,000 miles, 12 months MOT, just
serviced, new O-ring chain, sprockets,

Predator exhaust, K & N, new Metzeler
Sahara on rear, excellent £2,150. Tel

01905 381488 (Worcester)

Bultaco Sherpa 350, 1977, S-reg,
recent rebore, Bing carb, Steve Wilson
box section s/arm, new brake shoes,
vgc, spares including 2 tanks, front
wheel, £425 ono. Tel 01252 792672
(Eves)

Honda MTX125 1989, G-reg, red, only

1,800 miles, excellent condition, one
years T&T, good tyres and chain set,
garaged for three years, £850. Tel
01582 485741 (Luton)

Yamaha XT350, Oct 94, M-reg, full
power, 1,400 miles, excellent condi-
tion, Datatag, interesting reg, TRF, gen-
uine reason for sale, offers around
£2,750. Tel 01298 83504 (Before 6pm)
01298 83524 (After 6pm)

Honda XL250 Motosport, 1975, .~
restored to Al condition using 90%
new parts, stainless fasteners, no
expense spared, T&T until April (seri-

ous offers only. Tel 01257 482876
(Lancashire)

Suzuki DR350S J-reg, good condition,
5,800 miles, £1,500 ono. Tel 01642
483164 (Redcar)

Honda XR500 1979, road registerd,
Classic insurance, 21” front wheel con-
version, test to May 96, good condi-
tion, £950 ono. Tel 01594 563715
Honda NX125, (XL125), 1985, excel-
lent condition, T&T, new tyres and
exhaust, £500 ono. Tel 01493 662850
Adam (great Yarmouth)

Aprilia Tuareg Rally, 125cc, 1990,
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superb
on/off road
bike, very
rare, very
fast, USD
forks, recent
sprocket,
chain and back tyre, may P/X, £1,300.
Tel 0121 430 4858 (Solihull)
Exchange my Suzuki X7 250cc road
racer (fully sorted) for KDX, KMX,
DT125 etc. Tel 01384 822074 (Eves)

Spares

Honda XR500 silencer, new with joint,
£120. Tel 01594 563715

Nolan N70ER dual purpose helmet,
unwanted gift still in box, size medi-
um/large, £65 ono. Richard Burgess,
18 Foster Road, Harlington, Dunstable,
Beds. LUS 6NW

Enduro/Trail clothing kit for sale, all
mint/like new. Renthals, DR350 manu-
als, paddock lift up stand, books, tyres,
in-tubes, DR350 small parts, WR/TY
tail light. Tel 01275 849993

Yamaha XT125 rear shock £10,
Yamaha XT500 petrol tank £10, Honda
KLR60O0 clocks £15. Tel 0121 3505772
More Than 600 motorcycle mags,
£200, may split. Tel 01493 700957
(Norfolk, after 6pm)

Acerbis, big plastic tank for XT600
offers. Wanted odds and sods for
DR600S, anything considered, WHY.
Tel 01329 318602 (Hants)

Honda Dominator spares, headlamp,

fairing-frame, tank, rear light, front
wheel, disc, s/arm, shock, plastics, rear
wheel, silencers, rack and more.
Suzuki DR650 forks, front hub,
caliper. Tel 01622 662304 (Maidstone)
Kawasaki KMX200 DEP silencer, vgc,
£25 can send in post. Tel 01473
721842 (After 6pm. Suffolk)

DR750S plastics for sale, tank 29 litre
capacity, front fairing including head-
light, indicators etc, tail section
includes indicators. Front mudguard,
side panels, ‘89 model, red, good con-
dition, offers or may split. Tom
Murison 45 Bogie Street, Huntley,
Grampian, Scotland. AB54 S5HE
DR350 workshop Suzuki Clymer man-
uals, MSR bum bag, £27. Disklock,
£10. Enduro/trials books, Yam WR tail
light, £10. DR350 levers, f/sprocketl
Tel 01275 849993 (Bristol)
Monoshocks for DT175MX,
DT125LC, XT125, TS125, MTX50, £45
each. Headlight KE125, KL250, TS50X,
TS50ER, TS125X, XT125, DT125MX,
DT125EE; £12 each, TS125%tank; .£20.
Honda XL125 tank £20. Old DT125
spares, oil tank, wheels, coil, yokes,
chain and sprockets £10 each. Oil
pump, side stand, air box £5 each, can
post. Tel 01460 57782

Wanted

Wanted Motocross bikes pre-81 any
condition also spares required CZ
Bultaco Montesa Maico early Japs. Tel
01543 423042 (After 6pm. Chris)
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Wanted Honda TL125S front
exhaust, rear exhaust heat shield and
horn. Tel 01296 661284 (Bucks)
Wanted Larger petrol tank eg 13
litres for Yamaha YZ250 1989
motocrosser. Tel 01327 78723
(Daventry)
Wanted XT500 or XT350 being road
legal, reasonable condition. Tel 01522
525464 (Lincs)

- Wanted Honda XL600 sump

~ guard,headlamp and especialy speedo

~ urgently required, fair price paid,

f-’f:‘fwould appreciate info on finding

 above parts. Tel 0121 359 5717

" (Work) 0121 628 0966 (Home)

" Wanted XR250 road legal or DR350

~or similar will travel for right bike. Tel

—'-‘;017048 31006 (Eves)

"~ Wanted XR200 any condition from
immaculate to a box of bits. Tel 01635
- 866816

" Wanted XT250 or DT175MX, must be

road legal and in good condition, will
pay up to £500. Tel 01777 706086
(Lincolnshire)
Wanted centre stand and grab rail/
handle for D-reg Honda Transalp. Tel
01444 484735 (Sussex)
SP370 or 400 petrol tank, must be
good condition little internal rust, etc.
Tom Murison, 45 Bogie Street, Huntly,
Grampian, Scotland. AB54 SHE
Wanted YZ490 in exchange for 2
Suzuki PE250s, one vgc, one non-run-
ner, also wanted MX jeans 34w, jerseys
44 - 46 any condition. Tel 01788
569550 (Dougy)
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WE STOCK THE FULL RANGE OF NEW
HONDAS

ON/OFF ROAD
HONDA SELECTION pmonbDA
New 96
XR250/600, Africa Twin, Dominator,
Transalp, ring for a deal. XR400R order
for March

M - Kawasaki KLX250 Enduro, v. tidy £2495
K - Honda NX650 Dominator, red 6.5k mint £3595
95 - Yamaha TT600 e/start, new, unreg £4595

K - Yamaha XT660 Tenere, 1-own, 8k, fsh £3395
G - Honda XL600V Transalp hard to find at £2595
K - Suzuki DR350S, 1-own, 1.2k, as new £2795

H - Yamaha XT600E v.tidy Devil exh. £2295
A - Yamaha XT550 black, rare at £1095
W - Yamaha XT250 trail £695
W - Suzuki SP400 v. tidy and original £995

F - Yamaha XT350 tull power 10k, v tidy £1795
D - Yamaha XT225 Serow, excellent cond.  £1895
89 - Husqvarna WR250 Enduro v.tidy £1395
Malaguti Grizzly auto 50 never raced £495

22 OxrorD Roap, Pen MiLL TRADE EsT YEOVIL

TeL: 01935 74998124107
Far: 01935 27335

(AFTER HOURS SALES) 0860 287938
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ction in which you want to
sell yeur S

advertise. Then send it to:

tr.{l b{ke Classifieds section

abselutely TrailBike Magazine

PO Box 1555
I ee Salisbury

SP3 4PF

Stephen Coward makes a case for Py
Suzuki’s easy going DR350

For a number of months I had promised myself that it was time that I took ’
my DR350 out for another trek across the local Ridgeway Path which pass-
es through five counties and stretches some 85 miles (137 km). Sunday
morning dawned as a gloriously sunny but crisp morning, perfect for a "
couple of hours ride. A quick visit to the local supermarket for the wife’s
Sunday paper and I was heading out of Swindon.

My six month old DR had impressed and frightened me the first time
[ had taken it out on a sweltering July afternoon with the ease with which
it swallowed up the now gravelled path the Ridgeway follows from Fox Hill
to Uffington Castle. So I thought it was time that I had a go at the route
following the reverse direction to the start of the Ridgeway Path to Knap

Hill Neolithic Camp. '
Having cycled most of this part of the Ridgeway [ decided to start my ’

journey at Hackpen Hill (128,747) where the car-park was already filling

up at 9.30am with a mixture of walkers, mountain bikers, and horsebox ]

owners. For the first half a mile the going was slow as I avoided the fam- I

Fill in the form (one word per ‘ OW ARD S W A -Y : ' ’
space) and tick the box for the ’
|

bikes spares wanted

Please feel free to send a photo-
graph to illustrate your advertise-
ment though we unfoﬁunate]y CAn- """ essssssnssssssassassanamannnnnnnnn
not return any photos sent to us. This service is not available to traders
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ily out walking, the three teenagers
grinding their way up a muddy slope on
their mud covered mountain bikes and
the two young girls out for a hack on the
largest horses I've ever seen. Being well
aware of the need to encourage a positive
attitude towards trail riders on the
Ridgeway, I kept my lights on, my speed
down and offered the customary ‘Good
morning’ to everyone [ passed. Soon
after, the going speeded up and the
weekend cobwebs were blown away by
the superb handling of the DR and the
dazzling view over Berwick Bassett Down.

Having ridden a couple of miles of
The Ridgeway with my previous bike, a
Yamaha XTZ750, the smaller DR really
felt the business coping easily with the
conditions. Standard trail tyres offered
enough grip and the DR was light enough
to flick around the larger blocks of flint

HONDA

Suzuki DR250S e/start, new £3495
Cagiva W16 600cc brand new  £3950
Cagiva 750 Elefant Blue/L.Stke £5850
Honda Dominator new unreg  £4950
BMW F650 new unreg £5059
C - reg Yamaha XT350 (unrestric) £995
H - reg Suzuki DR800 e/start red £2250
94 BMW F650 white immac.  £4350

01492 535959

4 GROES ROAD COLWYN BAY
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which littered the trail. Unlike the
Yamaha which had felt heavy to steer,
and back wrenching to pick up after
falling over whilst trying to. turn it
around. .

On reaching Overton Down
(129,716) 1 stopped for a break as the last
200 yards had unsettled my newly devel-
oped confidence. What had caused this?
Coming off the flinty hard packed track
onto less well used slippery grass.and
mud had begun to show the limitations of
the tyres which now looked like two giant
mud balloons. After five minutes admir-
ing the hundreds of sarsen stones - the
‘Grey Wethers’ which reminded me of the
standing stones we had seen in Carnac in
Brittany last year - I set off on the next
stage.

Firing up the DR on the electrzc
starter, (worked like a dream all day

. long) and sticking to the narrow well
¢ used stone track rather than the slippery
grass edges, [ headed straight on for the
¢ car park at the junction with the A4 join-
: ing Beckhampton with Marlborough,
rather than turning off to the right which °

would have led me to the stone circle at
Avebury. Some 300 yards before the car
park, going down a fast descent I slowed
down so as to not get bitten by the two
alsations tethered to the wheels of a trav-
ellers van parked alongside a Tumulus.
With smoke gently drifting up from their
open fire it certainly seemed like a sensi-
ble place to be on:such a glorious morn-
ing.

Reachmg car park (118,681) still
upright, out carne the giant Mars bar,
photos were taken of the mud covered
DR, along with several shots of groups of
copper-coloured beech trees surround-
ing the parish church in West Overton,
and after checking the map, I decided to
try the final section to Knap Hill.

With the front wheel sliding all the
way down the ioose earth path which

he d the village of
: along the ankle
efore rejoining the Path

just passed Manor Farm. Gunning the DR

hard I just made it to the top of a slip-
pery 200 yard slope which opened up
breathtaking views along towards
Harestone Down to the right and Cow
Down to the left. Now the going got
tricky. Deep ruts the width of Landrover
tyres filled with ice covered water made

going extremely slip-
pery, - the front wheel
slapping from side to
side, the left leg jabbing
out just to keep a sem-
blance of balance.
Thank god for the
kestrel which was quar-
tering the field off to the
right, any excuse for a
ten minute stop just to
get my breath back.
Firing up the Suzuki
again I managed a fur-
ther 200 yards before I
reached my first and last
tight tree covered sec-
tion of the path inter-
spersed  with  slimy
muddy hollows which
swallowed up both bike
and rider - a hippo

g o B T (MRS o |

would have enjoyed the condi-
tions! With a lack of any type of
control, plain aggression, and
much flailing of legs I finally
reached the end of the section
(how do some riders make it
look so easy?) And there in front
of me sat a 20 foot wide pool of
pristine ice covered water. Into
second gear, the bike sliced
through this with the biggest arc
of water I've ever seen - sheer
exhilaration!

The final stretch from Red
Shore where the Ridgeway cross-
es the Wansdyke Path to the car
park at the base of Knap Hill
(116,638) was a gentle downhill
through sheep infested fields,
(can’t stand the things). Two
hours of great fun which the DR
came through without missing a
single beat of its tractable
engine.

As a complete novice off-
roader I spent a long
time researching which
bike to buy before decid-
ing on the DR3S0O which I
use on a daily basis for a
journey of 8 miles too
and from work. It takes
my enormous tank bag
with the usual collection
of sandwich box, pair of
shoes, change of clothes
etc, and has an excellent
‘sit up and look over the
top of busy town traffic’
riding position. At week-
ends it takes me plus all
my hockey gear too and
from local matches,
whilst also proving to be
an excellent green
lane/off road machine.
Perhaps my next move is
to join the local Trail
club and see how the
experts really cope with
those blasted mud cov-
ered ruts!




lllustration John Keogh

t was the Spring of 1982, the
very weekend in fact that the
Argies invaded the Falklands. I
had been taking part in a
British invasion of Normandy,
nothing to do with D-Day, just an
extremely enjoyable first visit to the Le
Mans 24 hour endurance race on my
XR500.

After landing back in Southampton
from Le Havre on the Monday morning, I
started heading across country, en route
to the NEC, where I was due to work at
Dave Taylor’s Michelin-sponsored trail
park throughout that year’s International
Bike show. (We used to have them at the
beginning of the selling season back in
those days, remember?) I stopped in
Salisbury on the way and bought a copy
of OS Landranger map No.184 ‘Salisbury
and the Plain’ which I perused with great
interest in a fish restaurant in the city
centre.

The XR was my first ever trail bike,
bought just a few months earlier, but I
used it for everything, from London
despatch riding to continental touring
and I hadn’t actually got around to doing
any trail riding yet. I had started to look
at OS maps though, trying to decipher the
arcane code of dots, dashes and crosses
with which RUPPS and Byways were
marked.

I'm one of those people who wilfully
shuns forward planning because I like to
have a little spontaneity in my life, and
this occasion seemed to me to be as good
a time as any to go for my first trail ride.
Never mind the fact that I was on my
‘Tod” wearing a full-face Griffin helmet or
that my trusty big banger had actually

been modified to make it largely unsuit-
able for off-road use: worn out Metzeler
Sahara tyres, motorway gearing, a large
screen, low narrow handlebars and about
two tons of gear stashed all around me in
soft luggage. As far as I was concerned that
all just added to the adventure and made
green laning all the more morally justifi-
able since I was genuinely going to be
using them to get from A to B rather than
just riding them for their own sake.

I headed towards Devizes on the A360
and at Tilshead, where the main road
turned sharp left I continued due north on
a RUPP which headed straight across the
plain towards Market Lavington. The tar-
mac at the edge of the village soon turned
into a stony track
and [ was con-
fronted a little fur-
ther on with a
large Ministry of
Defence notice
which confirmed
my right to contin-
ue so long as no
red flags were dis-
played. The pres-

ACCOMPANIED BY
Narned, mdicated  CONFIRMATORY
that a variety of P‘-UMES OF SMOKE

deadly weapons

THE UNMISTAKE-

ARTILLERY FIRE,

were in use and that the right of way was

temporarily suspended on pain of er,
death.

Being a sensible sort of chap (honest!)
and not having any desire to become an
unfortunate footnote to somebody’s histo-
ry of war games on Salisbury Plain, I took
the warning jolly seriously and looked
around for any sign of said red flags. I nat-
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urally presumed that these things would
be placed alongside or even across the
right of way, but had a good look in all
directions anyway. [ swear there were
none to be seen, although I should men-
tion that it was a grey and misty sort of
day and visibility was not very good.
Confident that all was well, I contin-
ued down the beaten track and off across
the rolling plain, re-assured that I was on
the right route by the presence of a cou-
ple of small copses either side of the trail
that were clearly marked on the map.
Imagine my surprise then, when, at the
brow of the next hill I suddenly heard the
unmistakable ‘crump, crump’ sound of
artillery fire uncomfortably close, accom-
panied by confirmatory plumes of smoke.
Whilst not exactly shaken, I was
stirred enough to consult the map again,
which confirmed that while I was indeed
on the vehicular right of way, I was also
right in the middle of the bit marked
‘DANGER AREA’ and WESTDOWN

ARTILLERY RANGE. Hmm. However, I was
greatly re-assured by the presence of a
small herd of cows nearby. ‘No need to
worry old chap’ I said to myself, ‘the
army’s hardly likely to go shelling inno-
cent cows on their exercises, even if there
is a bit of an EEC beef mountain’.

The sound of firing appeared to be
coming from the left, whereas what I took
to be mortar shells appeared to be
exploding over to my right. 1 therefore
concluded that the army was in fact firing
right over the top of me, Daisy and the
rest of her mates. I decided that it was
best to just carry straight on along the
barely visibly RUPP and was mighty glad
when it joined another in a sort of green
lane ‘T-junction’ confirming that I was
still er, where I thought I was.

I continued North West for about
another couple of miles or so until I was
right out of the Danger Area and about a
mile outside Market Lavington a large
military-looking hut hove into view. As I
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pottered up to it a soldier emerged and
greeted me with the immortal words:
‘Where the Bloody Hell have you come
from?’. ‘Tilshead’ sez I, helpfully. ‘Jesus
Christ’, he says, ‘You've just been right
through the middle of the firing area.
Didn’t you see the red flags?’ After I'd fin-
ished swallowing hard, I assured him that
I'd had a good look, but there were none
to be seen.

‘I'm afraid I'll have to report this’ he
says, ‘You’'d better come in here’. I wasn’t
about to argue with a man with a gun so I
parked up and joined him in his cabin
while he got on the phone to his superiors
and to the police. While we awaited their
arrival we got chatting and I mentioned
the fact that I'd been re-assured by the
presence of livestock, secure in the knowl-
edge that Our Brave Boys wouldn’t go
around brutally slaughtering innocent
moo cows with their mortars - when there
were plenty of fine upstanding slaughter-
housemen who were paid to kill them
humanely.

He then proceeded to regale me with
a whole catalogue of army disasters in
which stray shells had been known to land
all over the shop, including surrounding
farmyards. It was at this point I realised
that my confidence in Our Brave Boys had
largely been misplaced and that I had
quite possibly come
very close to becom-
ing an ex-motorcy-
clist, a deceased trail
rider, as dead as the
Norwegian Blue in
the Monty Python
parrot sketch.

Then a police-
man turned up in a
Land Rover and pro-
ceeded to take down
all my particulars (so
to speak) whilst at
the same time giving
me a formal caution
that I had broken the

law by ignoring the invisible warning
flags and was liable to prosecution. He
explained to me that the red flags weren’t
necessarily displayed anywhere near the
route of the RUPPs which crossed the
Plain - you had to know where to look for
them. ‘If you ever want to come this way
again, for Christ’s sake phone the army
first and make sure they’re not having an
exercise’. He wasn’t unpleasant or any-
thing, but he and the squaddie left me in
no doubt whatsoever that I'd been bloody
naive about crossing Salisbury Plain with
such gay abandon. (Squaddies of course,
still aren’t allowed to do anything with
‘gay abandon’ ho ho).

I never did hear any more about the
threatened prosecution for ignoring the
invisible flags, but I've never gone green
laning in a ‘DANGER AREA’ again either.
Looking back on it, it was a hell of an
introduction to trail riding, but the thing
which astonishes me most, in retrospect,
is the fact that throughout the whole
adventure I had been carrying the one
and only bound copy of my 50,000 word
MSc dissertation ‘Planning & Motorcycle
Land Use’ safely squeezed into my
Swagman panniers.

Apart from the tragic loss to trail rid-
ing if I'd met my maker that afternoon
(ho, ho, ho - ed), it would have been a bit
of a blow to town
planners everywhere
if my guide to trail
parks and off-roading,
the fruits of much of
the previous year’s
labours had been
reduced to Dburnt
paper and cardboard
by Our Brave Boys......

There is, of course
a moral to this story,
and that is that just
because you’ve got a
Psychology degree, it
doesn’t mean they’re
not out to get you!




