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" The lightest, strongest, most resilient off-road
handlebars available: Renthal FatBar,
__TwinWall & 7/;" handlebars

Less to worry about when you drop it.

Renthal’s FatBar and the rest of the range are designed,
developed and manufactured to achieve the best
combination of strength and safety.

Renthal’s use of advanced manufacturing techniques
and specially developed materials, in all their products,
makes Renthal the leading brand on the market today.

UK Distributors

B & C EXPRESS, Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
Web: www.bandcexpress.co.uk

i& C.1. SPORT, Surrey tel: 01372 378000

*VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS, West Midlands 3 r
tel: 07836 519944 B .

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES, Scotland PL” . Hundreds of dirt bikes for
[ ]

LB g T sale in the free classifieds X
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22001 World 250cc 4-Stroke Enduro Champion
Stéphane Peterhansel - Yamaha WR250F
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winning

He's won just about everything there is to win in
the enduro and rally scene. And every major title
Stéphane Peterhansel has clinched has

been with Yamaha. Including the

2001 250cc 4-stroke World

Enduro Championship on

board the class-leading

Yamaha WR250F.

So check out the 2002
WR250F and WR426F at your
local Yamaha Off Road dealer.

And you too could discover
the art of winning.
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cylinder engine clothed in a few bits of plastic. Makes you think doesn’t it? Advertising Manager:
And while the bike market is but a fraction of the size of its four-wheeled Keith Jones
counterpart (and not necessarily propelled by the same market forces), never- 01225 786800
theless it’s already clear that we are seeing prices tumble. Sports bikes have
been the first casualty. A victim of over-supply, sky-rocketing insurance pre- Distributed by
miums, burgeoning numbers of speed cameras, changing tastes and last but Seymour:
not least cheaper prices in Europe. It's one thing knowing that the same bike 0207 396 8000
is on sale in another European country for X-number of French Francs, but if
the price is in Euros, and we thenladopt Euros here in the UK, well it doesn’t Printed in England by:
take a genius to work out that we're all going to start shopping around. Rowe The Printers
Some already do - though in fairness to the importers, the price of bikes in
the UK is now more competitive than it’s ever been. Of course lower prices P e
on new machines means that the secondhand market will take a bit of a hit. (
But that’s okay as well because that just makes dirt bikes available to more e
people, and anyway what you lose on your secondhand trade-in, you gain
on your next bike - as long as you're trading up of course. TBM is published on the
And it’s not just the metal which is going to be affected. Clothing, acces- first day of every month
sories, holidays, insurance - they’re all going to be a lot cheaper once we start by Extreme Publishing -
trading in Euros. But that’s not the end of it, there is already evidence that létd,lre%lsat:;'e:l UL
some people are questioning their salaries and pointing to equivalent (but it e
better paid) workers just across some indistinguishable frontier. Company No: 3051747.
Of course there is a down-side to all this. Once we adopt the Euro (and All rights reserved.
make no mistake, it’s not a matter of if, but when - even though I don’t believe
the British public will vote for it first time round); that’s going to mean that All material appearing
other foreign products will start looking even more competitive. Other prod- in TBM is copyright to
ucts such as dirt bike magazines! Extreme Publishing Ltd
Yep even TBM is not immune from the effects of the global economy, rep:ll::u'::z il:lolt)::t p
and pretty soon we may well start seeing more magazines piling up on in full (including
our shelves from all across Europe. But that’s okay, I can live with healthy electronically), without

competition. the express permission of
Besides how good is your Dutch/German/Italian/Spanish/French.... the publishers.

Si Melber ISSN 1359-0324
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o e ohabhna 3 James Barnicoat + Bumper ccop of letters this month, a whole six pages worth... 68 GOOD KNIGHT
European currency. I love - i 26 TALKING DIRTY As the opening round of the 2002 World Enduro
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TM are believed ‘
to be working

. n a radical
new DOHC 250cc four-
stroke. Their existing
250 thumper which is
essentially a sleeved-
down version of the
factory’s SOHC 400,

is currently no match
(in terms of power) next
to the DOHC designs
favoured by Yamaha,
Husky and TM.

In response to com-
plaints about the bike’s
lack of horsepower by
the European dirt bike
press, the Austrian
engineers have decided
on a radical rethink.

For the new motor,
they’ve opted to follow
the lead taken by VOR
and Cannondale and
designed an engine
with a reversed twin-
cam head. The new
engine features a rear-
ward sloping barrel
(slanted back approxi-
mately 20 degrees)
which permits the use
of a much straighter
inlet tract, and allows space for the carb (or fuel
injection) and air filter, up under the front of the
fuel tank.

The new bike will initially begin life as a 250
4T, but a 450 version is likely to follow soon
after. Apart from the unusual engine architec-
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ture, the rest of the motor will be standard
KTM fare: electric-start, balancer shaft, six-
speed, hydraulic clutch, double oil filters etc.
The bad news? Given that the existing 250cc
thumper has only just been launched, we're
unlikely to see it for at least two years...

Three Grand

n iders looking for a cost-effective brand
new dirt bike now have another choice in
the Czechoslovakian made Pragas. There’s a
range of both two and four-strokes available,
but the first bikes in the UK (which are already
on sale in London) are the two-stroke 250EDs.
These liquid-cooled, power-valve equipped
strokers come with all the top of the range
kit: Paioli forks, WP shocks, alloy swing-arms,
Brembo Goldline brakes, Tomaselli bars,
Domino grips, Talon hubs, Excel rims and
Acerbis plastics.

They're available either as a trail bike (with
autolube, dual seat, full lighting kit, horn,

Au Revoir
Peterhansel

he greatest living Frenchman, and one of the

all-time off-road greats, Stephane Peterhansel
is retiring from top level enduro after winning
the world 250cc 4T championship last year
aboard his Yamaha WR250F. The six-times Dakar
winner and multi French-champion, has earned
the utmost respect from riders of every discipline
during his 15 year reign at the top.

For 2002 ‘Peter” has accepted an offer from
Nissan France to drive in world championship
rallye-raid. He’s not hanging up his boots forever
though, as he’s expected to compete on a fun
basis at events like the French Trefle Lozerien.
Let’s hope so. Bon Chance Peter...

chainguard, trail tyres etc) and a slightly lower
compression motor, or as a full-on enduro bike
with a high-compression motor, and more lim-
ited lighting kit. Best of all is the price, which
at £2995 plus on the road charges, makes them
seriously good value for money. A supermoto
250 is also available which features the higher
compression motor but with the road-legal
lighting kit etc. It also comes with Morad rims
fitted with Pirelli Dragon tyres, and is expect-
ed to cost around £3200-3300.

A 610cc thumper powered by a praga-built
engine (which looks for all the world like an
early Husky), will be available shortly, and
features all the above-mentioned kit, plus an
alloy tank. Prices for the 610s are expected to
start around £4000, with a supermoto version
becoming available in springtime. For more
details of the Praga range call importer Mike
Owens on 07733 000904.

SNIPPETS

&5 Baja Designs in California have
been busy designing aftermarket
accessories for the new Honda CR-
F450R. These include an engine oil
reservoir tank which adds about a
litre of extra oil capacity to the bike.
They can also supply a bolt-on side-
stand, a new: (heavier) flywheel
weightwhich helps give better trac-
tion, along with a rewound stator

which boosts the lighting output up
to a maximum of 150W. They are also
working on a wide ratio gearbox and
most interestingly of all - an automat-
ic clutch for the CR-F and any other
four-stroke! The new RevLoc clutch
fits inside the standard cases and
works by disengaging the gear at low
rpm. Baja Designs claims that this
helps eliminate stalling, makes the
transition from power-on to power-
off much smoother - and greatly
increases traction. Info on this

and all other parts from the web

at www.bajadesigns.com.

& Figures just released for the end
of January this year, show that bike
sales as a whole are currently down
11 percent on this time last year,
though sales of trail and enduro
bikes are bucking the trend with a
reduction of just four percent (567
units as opposed t0589). The number
one and two best sellers are the DR~
7400 (S & E models respectively)
followed by the good old Yamaha
DT125R. In fourth place it’s the
R1150GS while KTM have slipped a
bike into the sales charts for the first
time with their popular 400EXC.
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SNIPPETS

€5 The Good Book: Renowned
Italian dirt bike photographer Dario
Agrati has released his latest book
Off-Road Champions 2001. This
stunning collection of photo pictori-
als majors on enduro (though it also
includes rallying, MX, Trials and
Supermoto), with some of the best
action you're ever likely to find
(outside the pages of TBM of.
course, ahem). Superb layouts,
sensational pics and some really
wacky ads make this book worth
the £25 plus £7.50 p&p. More
details from 01597 825817.

¢ The ACU & AMCA have myste-
riously removed the £75 Temporary
Total Disablement Policy clause
from their enduro insurance cover.
This small but important item
offered £75 a week compensation
to anyone who was injured at an
event and was unable to carry out
their usual work. Most bizarrely

of all the insurers are apparently
blaming Sept 11! To allow for the
decreasing cover the ACU has
made a 10 percent cut in premiums
(per rider) from £8 to £7.20, but
oddly the AMCA has put their
prices up. Work that one out...

- &5 Tragically, all round nice guy

- Phil Allen of Allens Performance
R&D (Keihin and Mikuni carb
specialists) died suddenly in
February from a heart attack.
Phil (49) enjoyed a good working

relationship with TBM, and over
the years lent us various specials
he’d built, one of which (a Suzuki
DR440) we dropped in a river for
him! Phil was cheerful, knowl-
edgable and always willing and
eager to help out. His passion for
anything with an engine meant that
his tuning shop near Nottingham
was always filled with exotica, from
hotted up Triumph Bonnies from
the Sixties, to Busa-powered car-
based specials with one-off space
frames. But best of all he loved life,
liked a joke and was a damn fine
road rider and racer - though he
always struggled on the dirt. He

is succeeded by wife Jane who
intends carrying on with the busi-
ness. So if you need some tuning
bits or carb parts for your bike, why
not give Jane a call and help her
keep the business strong. You can
reach Allens on 01949 836733.

<9 Mid Glamorgan-based bike
dealers Cyclelogical have just
announced they are to become
Husqvarna dealers for 2002. And
to celebrate this fact, they've got
together with Husky Sport UK to
put together a sponsorship package
for whoever wins the Welsh Trail
Riders Association (WTRA) club-
man championship this year. The
winner will get a fully-supported
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Husky ride next year. For more info
on their line-up of Huskys and for
your chance to win a Husky Boy
call Cyclelogical on 01443 218700.

&5 The Welsh Trail Riders
Association (WTRA) have con-
firmed details of their 2002 four-
stroke series. The series which
kicked off with the Snowrun con-
tinues with the Little Oaks enduro
on 26 May, the Powys: 2 June, the
Mountain Top: 21 July, the Dyfi: 3-4
Aug, the Brechfa: 29 Sept, the Bob
Perring Classic: 20 Oct, and finally
the Ceri on 17 November. For more
details try www.mwtra.co.uk

& V-Moto Racing have become
the official Vertemati importers
as of January 2002. A full range
of models is now available, these
include the C500 Cross: £5695, E501
Enduro £5895 (tested this month),
5501 Super Motard: £5995, and
SR570 Supermotard Racing: £7695.
Based in Bradford in West Yorks,
you can contact V-Moto Racing on
01274 201122 for any info regarding
the bikes. Best of all there will be
special discounts and support pack=

ages available for any serious com-

petitor aiming to race a Vertemati
this year. For the full details of
what's on offer, see their website
(www.vertemati.co.uk).

Castleford

Doncaster¥

Premier House, Selby Road,
Askern, Doncaster DN6 OEP

Telephone: 01302 703100
Fax: 01302 703101
email: bikes@premierbikes.co.uk

www.PremierBikes.co.uk

No.1 for CCM in the No

All models in stock

R30 Demonstrator available

Excellent P/Ex and Finance Deals

Over 150 new and used motorcycles in stock
— call or visit our website for details

FREE

SET OF TRAIL WHEELS
WORTH £650 WITH EVERY
NEW 604E SUPERMOTO
WHILE STOCKS LAST

WoLl for Service

Aprilia - Moto Guzn T' Axn HSR - Putoline
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but that’s all right because I was doing the

beholding. And though I'd be the first to
admit the new Suzuki V-strom is a bulky looking
beast, the bodywork does have a futuristic hint
of architecture about it. Anyway, it’s definitely
best judged in the flesh rather than in pictures.

Not beautiful then, but it does have a certain
charm. Elegance even. Not that the editor agrees
with me. He happens to think this is one of the
worst looking bikes he’s ever seen, but then he
hasn’t had the privilege of riding one. Because
once you've sampled the V-Strom’s alluring
charm, been seduced by its torquey engine and
been wafted along in its comfy environs, you'd
probably see the bike in a different light too.

I say this after riding one of the V-Stroms at
its world launch in South Africa on some on the
best roads on the planet. Okay, so I'm a lucky
bleeder, and swanning around in 30 degree heat
on tarmac twisting through some truly amazing
scenery was always going to endear me to the
Suzuki more than it would if I'd have been shiv-
ering aboard it over here. But I can still very
much see the attraction of this bike on our shores.

‘Cos the fact is, the V-Strom is one of the most
sporty ‘trailies” you can buy. The retuned 90° fuel-
injected V-twin motor, based on the one fitted to
the TL1000S sportsbike, is a major influence in
this respect. And the stiff alloy twin-spar chassis
does a fine job in controlling the ponies. That
said, the bike’s design hasn’t compromised its
practicality and ease of use to any degree. And
the time I spent riding it in a variety of environ-
ments underlined that fact.

Starting point was the city of Cape Town; out
through its traffic-packed and pedestrian-infested
streets until the majestic sweep of South Africa’s
back garden hove into view. And despite the seat
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B eauty they say is in the eye of the beholder,

Once aboard
the V-Strom
you forget all
about its odd
appearance.
Right: strange
box-shaped
gadget isn't
standard kit...

height being exaggerated by its width, the bike
didn’t feel ungainly to ride at a slower pace.

So good is its overall balance in fact, that
from the very moment the wheels start to turn,
the V-Strom is a piece of cake to master.

Its motor is a gem. And though it does exhibit
the traditional big-bore V-twin snatchiness under
3000rpm in the taller gears, it still has to be
judged as being fairly refined in its character.

Changes to some engine internals have made
it more responsive, punchier and more flexible
than the TL. And the lower lift and shorter dura-
tion camshafts, together with smaller inlet valves,
lighter pistons and con-rods, and upgraded injec-
tion system work well at making the motor user-
friendly. The SDTV twin butterfly arrangement
fitted in each of the two throttle bodies, stops it
bogging down if you get too hamfisted with the
twistgrip. And if truth be told it’s nice to know
the faster-processing ECU air-injection system,
and catalytic converter keep the emissions down.

Filtering through Cape Town might have
been pleasurable enough, and highlighted some
of the V-Strom’s virtues but only when the roads
opened up a bit, and I could dial in a bit more
horsepower and lean angle did I learn just how
much of a hoot this bike is to ride. !

With less in the way of traffic and speed lim-
its to restrict progress, it was great to sample the
Suzuki’s motor more fully. And it’s quite a pow-

INRENING
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erhouse. There’s plenty of punch right from the bottom end of the rev
range. And it will loft the front end up smoothly but promptly in first
gear once the tacho hits 6000rpm without resorting to the use of the
hydraulic clutch. The hooligans among you will be pleased to hear
that it can be held at this angle for pretty much as long as you fancy
thanks to the linear spread of power. Though it has to be said we did
have a bit of trouble with some of the bikes after we’d hammered
them in this fashion repeatedly. Constant wheelie abuse starts to make
the bike jump out of second gear if you change up quickly from first.
That’s not a problem I've encountered with the TL ever before, and
quite why it was doing this was a mystery to the Suzuki engineers as
well. Only a longer test on production bikes over in the UK later this
year will identify whether this is an isolated problem or not. Though
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it has to be said the bikes that we tried has been
thrashed all week by merciless road bike journos.

There were no problems with the gearbox
action once the bike had been booted into third
gear and above. In fact the action was typically
sweet and slick. Not that you needed to change
gear much, as the super broad spread of power
and torque dealt with most situations without
having to touch the gearpedal to maintain decent
throttle response.

With nearly 100bhp on tap, it’s dead easy to
cruise at high speed on the V-Strom. Sitting at
120mph all day is a relaxed affair, made more so

by the tall ratio of top gear which serves as an
overdrive. It’s so tall in fact, that when the warn-
ing light’s glowing on the dash (to show you've
selected top), the motor’s only revving to just
7500rpm when it’s absolutely flat out. And when
the tacho’s reading that figure the speedo’s just
nudging over 140mph. That'll be around a gen-
uine 130mph in real money I'd reckon.

Holding that sort of pace for mile after mile
isn’t taxing in any way for the rider either. The
fairing and screen do a damned good job at keep-
ing the wind off, and those handgaurds are a neat
touch that’ll no doubt be useful if you're battling
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against the cold and wet. If they’re not enough
for you, then there’ll be some heated grips on
offer as accessories, along with a taller screen, a
top box, panniers, and a centre stand when the
bike goes on sale in March.

As it is, even in standard trim the V-Strom
will make a more than decent tourer. It's very
comfy, has a long range, and the rack and under-
seat storage will cater for plenty of luggage.

But though I'd be tempted to load one up for
a week away in the south of France, I'd reckon on
having the best fun when I got there. And that’s
simply because it’s a great scratcher. The chassis
is a beauty, and so well-balanced. The chunky
twin-spar alloy frame might seem like a bit of an
overkill on a bike of this sort, but it plays its part
by making the Suzuki feel very accurate in cor-
ners. And there were plenty of clean and grippy
ones in the mountains just outside Cape Town.

Going bonkers on the V-Strom isn’t obligato-
ry, but it’s a hell of a laugh if you do! Chucking
it around takes no real effort thanks to the sporty
geometry of the frame, light weight and good
leverage offered by the wide bars. And once
you're heeled over, the combination of the grippy
Bridgestone Trail Wing tyres, and superbly com-
pliant, yet composed suspension allows you to
venture on with total confidence. It's not long
before you start gouging chunks out of the alloy
footrests and wearing out your kneesliders, not
to mention smiling endlessly.

The forks and shock don’t have much in the
way of adjustment, but it doesn’t really matter as
they offer just about everything you need to ride
hard and still stay comfortable. Even over some
pretty rough roads, taken at speed they kept the
ride plush and were hard to fault.

There’s quite a bit of dive from the front forks
if you put them under severe pressure during
heavy braking, but that’s saying as much about
the power as the stoppers as the telescopics. Just
one finger is all you'll need to haul the V-Strom
up sharply and get the front tyre howling for life.
And though that sounds a bit perilous, you can
actually do that as often as you fancy because the
brakes have so much feedback and progression.
Like the suspension, they deserve full marks.

And that’s the overall verdict for the Suzuki.
Bar the gearbox maladies and the engine which is
slightly harsh under load, it’s hard to criticise.

It's undoubtedly in the running for the vote
of best bike in this class due to its handling. But
frankly that’s unlikely to be as important as price
and looks.

Whether the British public will take to it
is another matter of course. But one thing’s for
certain. In the case of the Suzuki V-Strom, beauty
is more than just skin deep...
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Suzuki DL1000 V-Strom

Price: £7350 inc VAT

Engine: Liquid cooled, DOHC, 8-valve,

| 90-degree, V-twin

ﬁore & stroke: 98 x 66mm

 Displacement: 1 996¢cc

" Transmission: | B-speed

. Power: 98bhp @ 7600rpm (claimed)
| Torque:
- Frame:  Alloy twin-spar
_ Front susp:
 Rear susp:

74.5ft/Ibs @B400rpm (claimed)

| 43mm teles - non adjustable

monoshock - adj preload/rebound
Tyres: | Bridgestone Trail Wings
Wheelbase: 1550mm

| Seat height: 840mm

Fuel capacity:
Dry weight:

| 221, (claimed)
207kg (claimed)

_ Fuel consump: 39mpg

FOUR STROKE TAIL

The square core design and soun
deflector wing maxim

deadening ability of thi

4 STROKE HEADER

More boost - less sound. Encompasses a
precision 'BOMB!' that accelerates exhaust
flow and lessens decibels by staggering the
seund waves.

At last a four stroke exhaust system that produces
more power over stock, but with less noise.
The new 'Q' 93Db.

200cc - 500cc
Constructed from 18 gauge

v i
erforming

The straight through design of the spark

arrestor, cannister and the performance flow

stainless steel end cap ensure strength.

durability and most importantly track and trail
1 unrestricted power.

Stainless steel design maximizes bottom to
mid-power. Lighter and stronger than stock

KDX » KLX « RMX * WR ¢« EXC * DR * DRZ « XR * CRM

SOLE IMPORTERS Plus all MX

Ask your local dealer for FMF.
For enquires/mail order ring 01404 549696.

ndy]

USH RACING

Unit 3, Kingsgate Business Park, Duchy Road, Heathpark, Honiton, Devon EX14 1YG
Tel: 01404 549696 Fax: 01404549697 info@rushracing.co.uk www.rushracing.co.uk




Got an opxnlon" 'l‘hen write to: TrailBike Magaznne
PII Box 9845 London w13 SWP

No Complaints #1
Dear TBM

['would like to complain about
the large number of complaint
letters in February’s TBM. What
sort of saddos with no sense of
humour bother to complain any-
way? I'm far too busy dating
‘Page Three’ girls and winning
enduros to write such a letter.

Yours sincerely
Walter Mitty

No Complaints #2
Dear Si

Regarding your comments in
last month'’s issue about how
you can’t please everybody all
of the time.

['am part of the delighted
silent majority. TBM has been
dropping onto my doormat for a
while now, and its well written,
informative and humour-laden
content has prompted me to
spend more money than my
wife would like!

There will always be the dis-
senters, but most of us really
appreciate what you are doing
for the sport, and the fact that
TBM and Supermoto are at the
forefront is rewarding to see.

Finally, I can’t help thinking
that I'd cut even more of a dash
down the local in a TBM fleece
or shirt, and I'm sure others
who would agree. Any chance
of a range of monogrammed
merchandise and stickers being
available all year round?

Jon Cheeseman
Dorking, Surrey

No problem Jon - the cheque’s
in the post by the way.

No Complaints #3
Dear TBM

[ 'have only recently started
having some of the best fun of
my life green laning and riding
with a group of friends around
Cornwall. T have one concern
though; the thought of turning
into one of those whinging,
hypocritical, obviously bored
people who keep writing letters
complaining about the content,
front covers and anything else
they can pick out from your
magazine. Maybe if they spent
as much time riding, maintain-
ing and upgrading their bikes
as they do writing such letters
they would see that TBM is a
priceless source of useful infor-
mation that they could use to
their own advantage. Obviously
some people judge a book by its
cover. Keep up the good work
chaps and I'll keep subscribing.

Magnus Hamilton
Perranporth, Cornwall

We really must stop paying
people to write these letters...

DT Blues
Dear TBM

[ have been a subscriber to your
magazine for over a year, and it
got me started in motorcycling
again. Thanks!

Last year I bought a new
DT125R (I could recommend the
bike to anyone just starting out)
and got my full licence last
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week. (The only problem I had
on the test was the back end
goes a bit light on the emer-
gency stop, so you have to go
very easy on the back brake to
avoid locking the wheel). I now
intend to join my local TRF club
and go green laning.

I would like to derestrict the
bike but cannot find anyone
who knows how to do it, none
of the local Yamaha dealers are
interested. I went to the bike
show at the NEC last year and
asked on the Yamaha stand,
they said it ‘couldn’t be done’
on the more modern DTs. In
TBM issue 77 the Buyer’s Guide
says that the bike is even better
when fitted with an adjustable
power valve kit.

Can this mod be done on a
modern DT? How do I improve
the power/torque? Where do
I get the parts? And do you
know of any company or dealer
who would be interested in
de-restricting my DT?

Keith Sharp
Wilmslow, Cheshire

I'm afraid Keith that what
Yamaha told you was essentially
true. And although any bike can
be modded to make it more
powerful, the post ‘96 DT-R was
designed not to be derestricted -
which makes things a whole lot
more tricky. The oil pump only
pumps to a certain rev limit (it's
an emissions thing) and with a
derestricted engine you will be
revving higher than that limit.
Electronic restriction of the
power-valve means that this
will also have to be modified,
and the exhaust also houses
restrictors. You could get sec-

A_A;

ond-hand and aftermarket parts
to find a way around the prob-
lem (the parts we’ve mentioned
should give you a rough idea of
what to buy) but very few peo-
ple bother. The dealers aren’t
interested because they’d be
putting their name to modifica-
tions which are unproven and
could result in a very unreliable
motor. If you really want a dere-
stricted DT-R then it’s best to
track down a pre '96 model and
modify that. Bear in mind that
learners cannot ride derestricted
125s so the market for them is
quite small. As you've got your
full licence now I would look
for more power in a bigger bike.

CRIMI Queries
Dear TBM

After a lapse of some years I'm
now fully enthused in dirt bike
riding. This is mainly due to
your magazine, which I look
forward to every month.

Excellent articles throughout,
written with genuirie adventure
in mind. My return to off-road
riding has been gathering
momentum over the last year
with help from my son and a
tuned MT50 that he got for
Christmas. I did the tuning
work myself, with help from
some old Motorcycle Mechanics
magazines. My bike is an old
(1987) CR250. Right price, right
time, right condition.

After reading a recent piece
on your CRM/CR250 I thought
it was definitely the bike for
me. As I'm a CR virgin could
you please help me with a
couple of queries;

1. What are the major differ-
ences between the CRM and
CR engines?

2. Can [ convert the CR engine
into a CRM?

3. Can I buy a back issue with
your conversion in it?

4. Does the CRM have the same
piston/ring life as a CR?

Any tips, information etc from

‘Spot the lefgrencc? CIIM on Ieft, CR on nghh,ln fact there

are loads of differences if you go Iookmg for l:yem , i

anyone out there would be real-
ly appreciated.

I consider myself a pretty
good mechanic, having built
lots of road bikes, and am look-
ing forward to creating and rid-
ing a half-decent enduro iron.

Tan Thomas
Halifax

The answer to all your ques-
tions Ian is that the engines are
completely and utterly different
in every conceivable way. Bore
and stroke, piston design, barrel
and porting, powervalve-actua-
tion (mechanical - CR, electronic
- CRM), one’s pre-mix (CR), the
other’s auto-lube (CRM), one’s
five speed (CR) the other one’s
six and so it goes on. The CR

is an MX engine with sharp
power, much higher mainte-
nance and a different job to do.
The CRM on the other hand is
softer, more refined, smoother,
but far less powerful. Either one
can be converted into an enduro
weapon but they’re coming at

it from different directions as it
were. With the CR it’s a matter
of softening off the power with
a longer silencer, flywheel
weights, twin base gaskets etc,
whereas with the CRM it's a
matter of trying to improve the
response with a different pipe,
bigger carb, shorter gearing etc.

Decide which end of the spec-
trum you prefer then buy one -
it'll be much cheaper in the
long run. Alternatively you
could always buy my ‘93
CRM250CR (CRM engine in a
CR250 chassis - best of both
worlds) which is still up for

Project KLK Lives
Dear Si,

Just in case you were wonder-
ing how the ‘Project KLX’ was
doing, I can tell you that it’s
doing fine with its new owner -
Paul - and getting dirty around
the green lanes of Kent.

The journey home after buy-
ing it proved to be somewhat
amusing, well for me anyway.

You see, somewhere near
Chertsey on the M25 the traffic
plod pulled alongside Paul in
their Volvo, and for a good two
minutes just stared at the bike.
I did chuckle whilst following
behind. I thought to myself, ‘no
tax, no brake light, motocross
tyre on the front, race numbers
on the sidepanels, he’s gonna
get nicked!” Would you believe
it, they stared and stared and
then just drove on with cheeky
grins all over their faces. We
had a laugh about it afterwards,
especially when we noticed
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from the log book that the last
digit of the number plate was
upside-down. It should have
been M not W!

Nevermind, a new number
plate was duly ordered along
with some new graphics. Oh,
and the new rear fender and
headlamp that you kindly threw
in have also been fitted to tart
the ol’ girl up a bit. Other than
that she’s looking as sexy as
ever and making all the right
noises (and of course giving
lots of pleasure).

So How about a secondhand
250 test with XRs, KLXs etc? It
would be good for the newcom-
ers to our pastime. And finally,
a few of us fire-fighters are plan-
ning to do a few enduros and
we may just give the TBM crew
a run for their money. Well
maybe, ha ha. See you out there
in the mud.

Tony Hughes
Kent

PS Great first issue of SM magazine.

Cheers Tone...

Big
Beemer

Dear Si and the
Team

I have recently pur-
chased a 1990 BMW
R100GS and I won-
dered if you would
be kind enough to
give me your opin-
ions on a few ques-
tions that I have
about the machine.

Firstly I ought
to say that I have
owned so many bikes of various
shapes and sizes that I've forgot-
ten what they all were! I should
also point out that I first started
riding off-road at the tender age
of 11, so I think I'm quite experi-
enced as I'm now 42. However I
know that you guys have ridden
everything from C90s to Harleys
so I wondered what your opin-
ions are about how daring I
should be when it comes to
taking the thing off-road?

Ilive in the
Yorkshire Dales
so there are
plenty of lanes
to ride, and as I'm
a farmer, a quick
blat around the
fields on it is not
a problem. What
is somewhat
daunting is the
weight (although
because of the !
low CofG it does- {88

n’t feel too bad)

and the thought :
of how it would s
behave going B

down a steep
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incline, or up one for that mat-
ter. Also the oil cooler looks very
vulnerable as it is mounted on
the right-hand cylinder crash
bar and I think that it will need
moving before any serious off-
roading takes place.

Any chance of you boys doing
a road/trail test on one of these?
I know that Crasher has the
R1150GS but I think that it’s
a very different animal.

Anyhow, great mag blah blah
blah... I hope you can help me.

Jeremy Hartley
Carnforth, Lancashire

There’s nothing wrong with
taking the R100GS off-road, it's
whether you think YOU can
cope with it Jeremy.

Undoubtedly there are easier
bikes to ride off road, but the GS
will manage quite a lot given its
size. A smaller bike however
would make things a whole lot
easier. There will (eventually) be
an article on the GS appearing -
just not sure when...

et Wet Wet

Dear TBM

Thought I'd drop you a few
photos of last weekend's excur-
sion (see above). What was once
a small stream (with a plunge
pool) had turned into a raging
torrent. How things change
after a few drops of rain - well
20 days worth actually.

The line to take was to the left
but poor unsuspecting Lee took
a different line and an early
bath. In an earlier dunking a
Yamaha had swallowed a good
half litre of water straight into
its gearbox and the Honda must
have taken onboard a similar
amount. It did eventually start
but only after a marathon kick-
ing session. No doubt a future
costly repair!

Gareth Abbott
Mid Glamorgan

Green Lane Levwy?
Dear Si,

As secretary of the Caerphilly
and District Motorcycle Club I
wonder if I can pass on an idea
that we had at our recent AGM.
As with most clubs we want

to keep riding the green lanes
legally, but when it comes to sit-
ting in on council rights of way
meetings, researching historical
use, lobbying MPs etc, volun-
teers are not exactly climbing
over each other to step forward.
In general, club members,
competitors etc just want to ride
and spending extra time in bor-
ing council meetings and such
doesn’t attract us like it should.
If we want to keep our rights
to ride the green lanes, and not
let them be taken away by those
who avidly seek to do so, we've
got to do something about it.
The attitude of our club is not
to try and make people go to
these meetings etc, that would
just be a waste of time. We are
seeking to support those excel-
lent individuals who already
DO sit in at meetings to discuss
the historical use of lane such
and such, and whether or not a
farmer was within his rights to
chain and lock a gate at point
X’. These people, like event
organisers, are out there work-
ing for US to keep OUR rights
of way open. They deserve our
support in any way we can give
it. Since the majority of riders
cannot or will not help directly
then we must help them indi-
rectly. To that end we have

implemented a ‘Green Lane
Levy’ on all our trail runs. It
works like. this:

Just about every Sunday there
is a club trail run. Numbers vary
from about four up to some-
times as many as 20. The run
leader or leaders (if there is a
large number then we split up)
have started to take a voluntary
donation of one pound from
each rider or two pounds if
they are not a club member. This
money then goes into a separate
account and is kept aside for the
rights of way lobby. The club
will underwrite this levy so that
if a large amount of money is
needed then it is available
immediately. One pound to a
rider is seriously small beer, but
it will represent around £500
pounds per year. So far we
have had 100% take up and
no whinging whatsoever.

If other trail riding clubs also
implement their own ‘Green
Lane Levy’ then there will be a
network of funds available to
combat the downgrading and
closing of our lanes. I would like
organisations like the TRF and
LARA to suggest uses for this
fund, as they are the people who
are most likely to be fighting for
our rights out there. Is there a
‘fighting fund’ that we can con-
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tribute to? I know that some of
these people will simply say
‘join the TRF’ but my point is
that other clubs can contribute ,
and take contributions from
people, who for whatever rea-
son may not want to join the
TRE. I also know other clubs
have made funds available for
this use, but I haven’t heard of
anyone asking for contributions
directly from trail riding before.

Everyone I speak to thinks
it's a good thing and, although
unenforceable, making it volun-
tary seems to take all the reluc-
tance to contribute out of riders.
I wonder what you think?

Paul Lear
Caerphilly

I think it’s a fantastic idea Paul
and one which other clubs will
probably want to copy. The TRF
does have a Fighting Fund and
anyone can contribute towards
this, but you’d be better off
speaking to them yourself to
decide if that’s what you want
to do with your club’s money. A
small contribution from all of us
that use the green lanes might
well help secure them for the
future. Good thinking mate...

Size Niatters!
Dear Si

As happens every month I
bought and read TBM and

was left wondering why it’s so
small? It's a good magazine but
doesn’t exactly take long to
read. Granted the UK trail and
enduro market is not particular-
ly large and the main manufac-
turers don’t seem overly keen

on stumping up test bikes.

France has a similar popula-
tion to the UK yet can support a
stack of magazines including a
comparable magazine called
Moto Crampons which covers
similar material as yourself.
Occasionally TBM buy-in arti-
cles, can this be done from the
French magazines? Allowing for
my poor Erench translation,
recent articles on the Gas Gas
EC400FSE, 125 enduro models,
Shark X-treme enduro and pri-
vateer rally bikes were very
interesting.

If the magazine size is a cost
issue, would people really mind
paying more for a ‘full size’
magazine? Anyway, will you be
re-running the Rough Guides,
especially the earlier ones that
are now out of print? Please
don’t get me wrong, I'm not
knocking TBM, I'd just like
more of it.

Jonathan Moore
Somerset

Size isn’t everything Jonathan -
as I'm sure you've been told
before. In fact TBM’s size
reflects the size (and scale) of
the UK’s off-road market. We
may have a similar population
to France, but they've got twice
as much land and a completely
different attitude to off-roading.
In a country where races like
the Le Touquet Enduro, the
Paris-Dakar and even the ISDE
regularly get screened on main-
stream television, it’s not sur-
prising that France has got a far
larger following for off-roading
than we have here in the UK.
And that in turn means they
can support larger magazines.
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It would simply be uneco-
nomic for TBM to switch to a
full size A4 format and still
maintain a similar level of
quality. I don’t know if you've
noticed, but the quality of TBM
has been improving steadily
over the past 12 months. We've
now got better paper, a thicker
cover, and more glossy repro.
That represents an investment
by us in the magazine - and
hopefully that shows off the
bikes we test, even better.
Besides, I'm not all that sure
that readers would want us to
switch to a larger format and
become ‘just another A4 maga-
zine’. When-we polled readers
(albeit a few years ago), the
overwhelming response was
that most wanted us to stay A5-
sized. Now after seven years of
being that size, it’s kind of how
people know the magazine.

Moving onto your point
about Moto Crampons mag,.
You're right, it is good. We
know the guys there, and occa-
sionally get features from them.
I'm keen to keep a good variety
of reading material in TBM and
certainly they get stuff which
we don’t necessarily see over
here, and we try to bring some
of that material to our readers
by swapping features from time
to time. But Moto Crampons is
also packed full of motocross
and supercross articles and
that’s not our market at all.

At the end of the day we get
as much into TBM as we can
reasonably manage and afford
in a month. You're right, it’s not
always easy getting test bikes
out of all the manufacturers, but
we reckon we do pretty well
considering. Scoop first tests on

over 50 used bikes
in stock including:

leet of demonstrator
.blkes avallable to test inc:




SVS [Scott Vision System

the KTM 250 4T, TM 400 & 250
4Ts, Gas Gas Pampera, Honda
CR-F450R, Gas Gas EC400, and
Vertemati E501 are just some of
the new bikes we’ve tested in
the last six or seven months.

Finally the Rough Guides.
The simple answer is 10 we
won't be reprinting the old
Rough Guides because the situ-
ation is one which is constantly
changing in terms of Rights of
Way. Many of the older Rough
Guides are now out of date
and therefore we're better off
re-doing them than simply re-
printing. There will be more
Rough Guides in TBM, but they
will be as up to date as we can
make them. Hope that answers
all your queries Jonathan...

Lights Out...
Dear TBM people

My 16 year old daughter Joleen
somehow conned me into buy-
ing her an Aprilia RX50 trailie.
Actually I can’t complain too
much - it’s actually a very capa-
ble little machine (when I say
‘little” it’s actually taller than
my KDX125). However there’s
one major flaw. It has been fit-
ted out with a 15W single beam
headlight - in other words less
illumination than a glow-
worm'’s bum.

The standard headlight is a
15W/12V Osram unit made in
Italy. When it expired I kitted
the bike out with an awesome
retina-blowing, ex-army search-
light type 25W bulb (after a lot
of fiddling), and to be honest
there’s naff-all difference.

So here’s the question. Can I
install an aftermarket enduro

headlight assembly such as the
UFO Oregon unit with built-in
indicators. It’s the one she really
likes and available in silver too.
Will the generator be up to pow-
ering anything as great as a 55W
bulb - naturally there is no men-
tion of output in the handbook.
Please help. I need to do
something soon, otherwise God
forbid I may have to let her use
my KDX125 when she’s 17.
Also are you aware of any
manufacturers who might sup-
ply an aftermarket exhaust sys-
tem? The standard one has the
usual knock-out restrictor, but
would you believe it also has a
catalytic converter? Cats on
mopeds - whatever next!

Tim Ferran
Yeovil, Somerset

We checked with Aprilia UK
Tim, who advised us that the
maximum permitted power
output for the RX50’s headlamp
should be no more than 35W.
That doesn’t mean to say that
you can’t fit an enduro head-
lamp, but you probably won't
get the most out of it. Mind you
in our experience, enduro head-
lamps are rarely that good at
providing a worthwhile beam
when it comes to riding in the
dark. I think if it was me I'd
experiment with a couple of
low voltage halogen lamps to
see if I could get a better set-up.

As for the exhaust, we're not
aware of anyone making after-
market alternatives for this
model, but you might find
something on the internet
(probably based in Italy).
That’s where I'd recommend
you start looking Tim...
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Shiny, Happy
People

Guys. Firstly, brilliant mag.
Secondly, two of the most stu-
pid sayings: Money can’t buy
happiness, and Money can’t
buy love. Well it did for me,
in the shape of a Suzuki DR-
Z400S.

I can honestly say that in
20 years of motorcycling I've
found the ultimate in bikes.
She’s got around 8000 miles
on the bore now and she’s just
starting to run really smooth.
The oil and filter are changed
every 2000 miles and there have
been no problems with it spit-
ting the dummy.

[ use the bike for work, play
and fetching my 11 year old son
from school every day and [
would just like to take this
opportunity to thank Suzuki
for designing this machine.

With a silky smooth engine
the tall gearing has not been a
problem, in fact I'm even con-
sidering losing a couple of teeth
off the rear to make her even
faster. Okay, she eats rear tyres,
but that has to be expected on a
machine of this power. I must
congratulate CCM for choosing
this powerplant as the replace-
ment for the Rotax engine.
Maybe this will make Yamaha
bring forward its plans for a
leccy-button on the 426.

Michael Gale
Andover, Hants

You don’t actually work for
Suzuki do you Michael?

Actually we once new an old
girl who ate tyres. But that’s
another story...

SVS [Scott Vision System] / Scott Factory Team Rider Ezra Lusk

Distributed by:
Bert Harkins Racing Unit 6 Townsend Centre Houghton Regis Dunstable Beds LU5 5BQ
Tel 01582 472374 Fax 01582 472379 e-mail sales@bertharkinsracing.co.uk
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Chris is back from Dakar
and looking forward to a
spot of easy competition...

last month’s column was filed ‘Kate Adie

stylee’ from the middle of Mauritania with
four or five potentially gut-churning days of Dakar
still to go. Apparently since then a number of con-
cerned readers have contacted TBM Towers anx-
ious to know if I made it all the way to the end
with my intestines the right side of my sphincter?
So, to reassure Mr V Ulture from Ulture and Sons
Repatriation and Funeral Services, and all the
other ‘well-wishers’ who have been jamming the
TBM switchboard, I'd like to take this opportunity
to state that I am indeed very much alive - though
it was a close run thing.

Coincidentally the trouble started just hours
after I'd e-mailed His Melbership with the column
for the Feb issue and while still in the accursed
village of Tichit (sic). Much to the delight of the
locals, six years of total drought had just come to
an abrupt and soggy end by a storm of biblical
proportions that saw my cheapo tent both flat-
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A s regular readers will no doubt remember,

tened and water-logged. I was so knackered that I v

didn’t think these naturally occurring phenomena
would be much impediment to sleep - until, that
was, I finally managed to fight my way into what
remained of my ‘Everest Force 10" (ha ha) and
started listening to my more than normally volu-
ble stomach. Feeling that the problem had devel-
oped further down my digestive tract than on pre-
vious years and convinced that if T could just hold
it all in I might get away with a dose of the trots, I
opted to ride out the internal storm as long as pos-
sible. Inevitably, though, nature won through in
the end and, almost exactly 365 days after my last
attempt at redecorating this particular corner of
the Sahara, I was once again on all fours evoking
my saviour loudly enough to upset both my
fellow campers and the local religious police.
Eventually carted off to the medical tent by my
exasperated colleagues, ironically my errant bow-
els nearly allowed me to pull off the motorcycle

journalistic scoop of the year. With the bivouac all
but abandoned and me now transferred to a drafty
‘medical’ Antonov, I was rudely disconnected from
my drip and ejected from my stretcher to make
way for an ‘injured rider’ who turned out to be
none other than the ‘psychologically damaged’
Nani Roma. Knowing that on arrival at the next
bivouac he would be spirited far away from the
baying Spanish press pack, I briefly contemplated
conducting a tabloid style foot-in-the-plane-door
interview. As it turned out neither of us were
much in the mood for a chat and so I reluctantly
let the Euro-generating idea drop. :

Twenty fours later I was back on my feet and a
few days after that I was back in Blighty preparing
for what seems to have become a post-Dakar tradi-
tion - doing something very silly on a motorcycle
in the middle of the British winter. I blame this
year’s ill-advised outing on the Welsh Trail Riders
Association who, in a moment of weakness, had
persuaded me to sign up for their worryingly
titled “Snowrun Enduro’. Originally I had planned
to pop back to France and get my 400 Katoche for
the occasion, but when the no-good WTRA boyos
heard, via a certain editor, that the logistical com-~
plexities of such a plan were being warmed up as

a pretext for bailing out altogether, ‘help’ was
quickly ‘offered’. This took the form of me being
‘offered’ a lift down to Wales in the TBM truck,
‘offered’ overnight accommodation, and ‘offered’
a loan of a brand new 2002 Alfer. Behind this thin
veneer of hospitality lay the kind of ‘offers’ you
just don’t refuse. Not if you know what’s good for
you, anyway.

Not that my feelings of dread needed any extra
stimulation - just the drive down from civilisation
to the ‘Land of My Fathers’ (which appeared to be
largely underwater) had been enough to make me
teel distinctly queasy. And my mood only bright-
ened up for a couple of minutes when it appeared
that large-scale flooding had made it impossible to
get to the start. ‘Fortunately’ after several lan-
guage-barrier-induced false starts, we managed to
find someone who could understand sufficient
English to put us on a ‘dry’ route to Brecon.

A pre-race night out at the ‘Slaughtered Lamb
Inn’ in Llandovery didn’t do much to help either.
Already weakened by everything that Africa’s
considerable bacterial arsenal could throw at it,
my digestive tract took another battering from the
leek and lamb curry. My spirits were further
depressed when I was informed that the over-40s
class had to do two full laps of the course and that
it was too late to change to the Sportsman class.
My only consolation was that equally decrepit
‘friends of TBM’ were in the same boat - and I
use the term ‘boat’ advisedly.

By the time I got to the start line it had miracu-
lously stopped raining. The damage though had
already been done. The route took us straight into
the special test which was less like a test and more
like a quagmire. Blocked behind a queue of bikes
tank deep in Wales’ finest, I realised it was going to
be a tough day. This impression was further rein-
forced by the heart monitor I had foolishly decided
to wear underneath my riding gear which was
bleeping away so fast I thought I was ‘flat-lining’
as I struggled to help Bob Perring lift my bike over
a fallen tree (er... shouldn't he have been helping you,
rather than the other way round? - ed).

After clocking in 14 minutes late at the first
check I struggled round to complete one lap and.
very briefly considered setting off for a second,
before catching site of one of the ‘friends of TBM’
proffering a steaming mug of tea. As Oscar Wilde
once remarked: I can resist anything but tempta-
tion. Still the day wasn’t a complete disaster. The
route WIRA had laid out wasn't all underwater
and would have been fantastic if the conditions
had been a little more clement. Plus, I proved one
thing; that regular cycle rides, the odd game of
squash and vastly reduced ciggy consumption had
clearly made not the slightest bit of difference to
my levels of fitness. And just as I have boldly
promised never to do the Dakar press job again,

I will almost certainly never again do the
Snowrun. 5o see you all there next year then...

ADVENTURE

LONG DISTANCE OFF-ROADING
IN FRANCE

Due to cancellations, four places
now available on the:

Tour De Morvan 21/22/23 March
Deep in rural France - just south of
Auxerre - the Morvan is ideal for
those who want.to eover big off-
road distances. 180km per day
combined with hilly, wooded
countryside guarantees a
challenging ride. Trail riding

- Nirvana - TBM. £300

Tour De Morvan 26/27/28 Sept
Details as for March - but should
be a little drier!

Sport Adventure supports the
TRF: £10 donated to their fighting
fund for every booking in 2002.

For further information contact:

Chris Evans, Sport Adventure,
156 Boulevard Voltaire,
75011 Paris, France.

Tel: (00 33) 1 43 72 86 02
Fax: (00 33) 1 43 72 61 09
Mobile: (00 33) 6 62 48 71 90

http:/www.sport-adventure.com
e-mail: chris.evans@sport-adventure.com




| piece of information for DR-Z
owners sent into us by Tom

_ Becket at Four-Stroke Spares in
Chilham in Kent. You see we ‘ve

gine is no longer oil
tight and in the worst case sce-

s could lead to a major
The solution is

1 which prevents
)tura]ly Tom has
 this and retails the

erested. We don’t usually
have commercial ventures in the
Tips page, but this is an excep-
tion because the information is
extremely important. And any-
way there’s nothing to stop you
having your own stainless steel

' pacer t-urned -up at your local
Nevertheless for

to your expensive camera
equipment Gareth recom-
mends carrying around one
f those disposable cameras
with a built-in flash - not just
for amusing moments but
also for recording illegal
signs, trail damage etc. But
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'suggestions coming in please.

(and here’s the tip), he says
‘always buy the Kodak one
because it's got 800ASA film in
it for those dark days when the
rain never lets up. And always
use the flash, regardless of the

light available (even in sun-

shine). And finally he adds -

- always keep the camera in your

pocket, not in your zipped-up
bumbag. Otherwise if you
constantly have to dig around

behind your back for it - you'll

miss all the action.’

Thanks for that suggestion
Gareth. And an example of
Gareth’s handiwork with one
of these cameras can be seen
on the Letters Page this month.
Finally here’s a tip we used our-
selves at the recent Snowrun
Enduro. In particularly wet and
muddy conditions you can easi-
ly extend the width of your
bike’s front mudguard (and
more importantly, handguards),
by using a double thickness of
gaffa tape. Make sure that the
tape is attached from both sides
and extends for at least an inch
outside the normal ‘guard. On
the handguards it works better
if you extend them both top and
bottom. This is not just about
keeping clean - in deep puddles
it prevents spray from getting
onto your gloves, because wet
hands are slippery and cold. Try
it and you’'ll see what we mean.
In the meantime keep those

All our Off Road
Breaks offer the
following services:

'GET FOCUSED
OFF ROAD!

Focused Events, a premier UK Track Day and Event
Organiser, would like to offer you the opportunity
of joining them Off Road in France in 2002

Maximum Off Road &
Minimum On Road Riding

Friendly and Helpful Staff

Special Rates & Help with
Channel Crossings

Quality Hotels

Half Board with
Great Food & Wine

From rolling hills to rock climbs,
from river crossings to crossed ruts and
muddy woods to mucky bikes —

Choose from one of our varied and
exciting Off Road 3 Day Breaks:

* CHERBOURG CAPER *
21/22/23 March — FULL
2/3/4 May — Spaces available
3/4/5 October — Spaces available
* The ALSACE ADVENTURE *
25/26/27 July — Spaces available
12/13/14 September — Spaces available
7/8/9 November — Spaces available

Discounts available for groups.

Road Book Navigation

Back Up Bike
(in case the worst happens)

On Hand Mechanic
Support Vehicle
Last Evening Prize Giving

~ Commemorative Photo

ONLY £280

Telephone 01903 744 011, or visit our website
www.focusedevents.com

A Member of ATDO

CASCASE[1JII N8]]

OFFICIAL UK IMPORTERS
'FOR GASGAS MOTORCYCLES

EC 250 21
RRP 83821.83 INC. VAT

EC 400 FSE
ENDUROD BIKE
RRP £4,450 ING. AT

mmm BIKE
_RRP £2643.89 INC. VAT |

GONTACT OURSELVES FOR Yﬂllﬁ NH\IIEST IlEllI.Ell' 'ALL MODELS IN STOCK

GASGAS MOTOS LIMITED,
STABLE LANE, LEEK ROAD ,
BUKTON DERBYSHIRE SK17 6UG

www.gasgasuk.com
Email: inr@gasgasuk.com
Tel. 01298 25460 Fax: 01298 712354



Paul Blezard attends the
Winter Rally in Wales and
finds out about the event’s

unusual hosts, the Diamonds
NICC - a unique motorcycle
club in which women play
the leading roles...

here are many great things about the
T world of off-road motorcycling. The

excitement, the adventure, the thrills and
spills, the camaraderie, the scenery even. But
for all its myriad attractions there’s one aspect
that’s distinctly lacking: females. The proportion
of women taking part in dirt bike sport is even
smaller than it is in the road bike scene. Five
percent of participants (at best) are females.

But it makes a refreshing change to encounter

a bike club in which most of the members are
women. In fact the Diamonds Motorcycle Club
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was originally known as Motorsport For Women
so the preponderance of females is not that sur-
prising. MEW was founded by Marianne Walford
back in 1994 to encourage women to have a go at
motorcycle sport, (especially off-road), in the least
threatening way possible; a female-friendly alter-
native to the traditional ‘sink or swim” approach.

Since founding MFW, Marianne has organised

several ‘try out” events per year at which girls
) and women have had the opportunity to have a

go at the basics of trials, trail riding, motocross
and enduro, on girlie-friendly machinery with
women instructors. Men are not discouraged so
long as they offer help and encouragement rather
than sneering chauvinism. I've personally attend-
ed MFW events in Sussex, Bucks and Oxfordshire
and been impressed by the relaxed atmosphere
and general air of encouragement. I also recall
having a particularly exhilarating ride on the
passenger platform of a sidecar enduro with an
expert female rider at the controls, at one of them.

In 1998 Marianne moved from the south coast
up to the wilds of mid-Wales and has since run
several days at the legendary “Tommy’s farm’
aka Cwm Derw near Rhayader. In 1999 she
decided to change the name of the club from
Motorsport For Women to Diamonds
MCC so that sympathetic men would
not be discouraged from joining the
club and to save the embarrassment
of those males already involved.

Trail bike rallies fit in very well
with the club’s ethos of encouraging
novices into dirt bike sport, since they
are just about the most accessible
form of competition available with a
minimum requirement of skill and
fitness and a maximum amount of
‘smiles per mile’. Last August the
Diamonds MCC ran its first trail bike
rally when they created the Raider
Rally, starting in Rhayader but also
using parts of the Hafren forest and
quite a few tarmac miles in between.

The inaugural Winter Rally in
February this year (see report p48)
however was the first trail bike event
of 2002 and also used the Hafren
forest, starting and finishing near
Staylittle. A “full house” of 110 riders
of all ages and abilities took part in
the two day, 140 mile event. And
during the social evening down at
the Llanidloes rugby club I had the
chance to renew my acquaintance
with the indefatigable founder of the
Diamonds MCC and to meet some
of her latest recruits for the first time.
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NMaid Marianne

I first met Marion Watt (as she then was)
during the week-long Monte Carlo (bike)
Rally, way back in the autumn of 1988
when she was the only woman amongst
the 15-strong British entry flagged away
from the Earl’s Court bike show by Phil
Read. In fact she was the only woman
competitor in the entire event.

It was to prove one of the most dan-
gerous and exciting weeks of both our
lives. Within 48 hours we’d both crashed
at speed and by the time we got to Monte
Carlo we all felt as if we’d been racing
for a month. (Marianne had such a huge
bruise on her hip from her prang that it
was featured on the front page of MCN
that week!)

In that event I saw Marion on the brink
of despair as she struggled to keep to
the gruelling schedule with her ailing
KMX200, but she ‘dug deep” and mount-
ed the finishing rostrum in triumph to
take the ‘Coupe Feminin” while many of
the rufty tufty men fell (literally) by the
wayside and failed to make it to Monaco.

TRAIL

fhnrinnne Walford reches the
finisher’s podium in the 1988

Monte Carlo
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In 1989 she bought a tuned TDR250 that I'd
raced (and crashed) at the Langbaugh Supermoto
and having got the bug for circuit racing during
the Monte Carlo, had a go at both supermoto
and road racing for the first time at the age of 35.
Marianne was working as a despatch rider at the
time on a BMW K100RS, commuting daily from
her Seaford home up to the ‘Smoke’ and she’d
already tried her hand at trials, enduros, grass
track and motocross.

Marianne gave up despatch riding to start the
Martletts off road motorcycle project for young
offenders and those “at risk of offending” with
support from Sussex social services and police,
and won a regional Whitbread Volunteer Action
Award for her unpaid efforts. With a motley
selection of dirt bikes at her disposal she had
the idea of using the project’s bikes to encourage
more women to take up off-road riding. ‘I was in
WIMA at the time’, she told me, (the Women’s
International Motorcycle Association) but while
it had a great social scene, most of the members
were only road riders and almost none of them
shared my penchant for riding fast. My reason
for riding bikes is because I like going fast. I like
riding off-road because you get more excitement
for a given speed, with less danger’. I wanted
to make it easier for women to share the experi-
ence’. And so Motorsports For Women was born.

Marianne first became interested in bikes when
she was 21 and learnt to ride on a Honda CB350
twin which was cunningly disguised to look like
a learner-legal 250, (those were the days!). She
passed her test and in 1976 bought a Moto Guzzi
850 T3. For the next five years her main interest
was touring and road rallies of the ‘social gather-
ing’ type. She had a daughter, Barbara in 1980
and a sidecar was added to the Guzzi in order
to carry her around.

Her partner at that time competed in trials and
grasstrack and Marianne had a go at both but
came to the conclusion that she was no good at
either! “The trials were too scary, and I never got
the hang of passengering in grasstrack.”

Fast forward several years to 1995 by which
time she had a new partner Colin, and a new
daughter, Lucie. Despite being over 40 by now,
Marianne decided to have a crack at the Southern
Motocross Club’s new Ladies” Championship.
The only healthy bike she had at the time was a
15 year old KL250 trail bike but she did nearly
all the rounds and consistent finishes earned her
third place in the Championship. The following
year she used Colin’s Maico 250 and later a
KX125, and made it up to second place overall.

In 1996 Marianne entered the Welsh Two-Day
Enduro on her trusty KMX200 as part of a three-
girl team that included Coral Powell and Liz

&> TRAILBIKE NIAGAZINE

Millett on a brace of TM80s. Sadly, the TMs both
conked out before the end of the first day but
Marianne and her Kawa kept going to the end.

In 1997 her eldest daughter Barbara expressed
a desire to have a go at sidecar passengering so
Marianne purchased a Honda CR500 enduro
sidecar to give it a try. The bike was registered
and MoT’d and they did some green-laning to
gain experience before trying a motocross and
the Welsh Two Day Enduro. The next year the
Honda was exchanged for a 1989 VMC Kawasaki
KX500 which handled much better, and is still
Marianne’s enduro mount today. In 2000 she
entered it in the Welsh with veteran rider Ian
Pearce in the chair and they were going well till
a combination of a puncture, a split radiator hose
and a heavy spill led to them hour-ing out, much
to Marianne’s frustration.

In 1998 she and Colin decided they’d had
enough of the salty south coast and moved up
to the dirt-rider’s paradise that is Powys. They
joined the Hafren Dirt Bike Club in company
with Geraint Jones and co, who run both the
Hafren trail bike rally and the Hafren enduro.
Marianne is now the club secretary and in addi-
tion to her busy time with young daughter Lucy
and the Diamonds MCC, she is currently helping
them to get ready for the British championship
enduro they're hosting in July.

To keep body and soul together she works for
Powys police (as a civilian) ROC co-ordinator
which stands for ‘Re-integration of Offender into
the Community’. (Amongst other things she
organises meetings between victims of crime
and their perpetrators). She also still runs the
Martletts motorcycle project on a shoestring
with some help from Geraint Jones with DT125s.

In all the years I've known her Marianne’s
never had more than a few beans to her name yet
she’s always had the most infectious, girlish gig-
gle and always seems to be able to see the funny
side of life, even when it’s chucking it down with
rain and some miserable bloke’s complaining at
her. One thing’s for sure, Motorcycling could do
with a lot more people like her - male or female.

The behind-the-scenes
Stroker Fan

Marianne’s husband Colin learnt how to ride as
a youngster on rough land near his family’s home
in Eastbourne and also taught himself the rudi-
ments of spannering. His first road bike was a
Suzuki GSX250 at 17 and he went on to become
a motorcycle courier which eventually provided
him with enough income to fulfil a long-held
ambition to go road racing. He club raced a
Kawasaki KR-1 and a Yamaha LC350 YPVS. But
the recession in the early Nineties hit the courier

business badly and the road racing was a casual-
ty of Colin’s reduced income, so he acquired an
old Kawasaki KL250 and started trail riding. The
sluggish KL was soon passed on to Marianne
and replaced by a 500 Maico which was not quite
ideal for green laning! That was part-exchanged
for a 1987 Maico GME250, which Colin still
owns and is quite a rarity. The Maico was used
for every kind of off-road activity before being
replaced in 1998 by Colin’s current enduro bike,
a Suzuki RMX250 which he used for marshalling
in the Winter Rally. As you may have guessed,
Colin’s a stroker fan, although he actually used

a borrowed KLX for the 2001 Hafren enduro.

Colin started working on a voluntary basis
with the Martlett’s young offenders” motorcycle
project (started by Marianne) in 1992, teaching
both mechanics and riding skills. He also main-
tained the bikes and qualified as an ACU coach.

Since moving to Powys, he’s qualified as an
ACU Machine Examiner and has become a key
figure ‘behind the scenes’ of both the Diamonds
MCC and the Hafren Dirt Bike Club. He's in the
process of setting up a holiday business aimed
specifically at motorcyclists at which they’ll be
able to have a go at the whole gamut of motorcy-
cle sport, from trail riding and enduro through to
advanced road riding and circuit racing all within
the space of a week. Colin and Marianne share
a GS500 road bike and also have ‘an old Honda
CB750 festering in the garage’.

Colin’s a man of few words who just gets on
with what needs to be done, but as Marianne says,
‘We wouldn’t manage without him’.

A Very Unusual Accountant
Liz Millett is certainly not your typical dirt bike
rider - and about as untypical an accountant as
you could imagine. For a start she didn’t start rid-
ing off road until she was in her thirties and then
decided to have a go at sidecars in her forties.

Liz has actually had a bike licence since she
was 18, thanks to a boyfriend who ‘got banned
for drink driving and needed someone to chauf-
feur him around’. She passed her test on the
boyfriend’s CB250 ‘but the relationship didn’t
last much longer’. At the time she had no idea
about the existence of trail riding and enduros:

‘T was only aware of motocross and trials and
they both looked too hard for me’.

Fast forward more than a decade and Liz was
inspired to get back into bikes when a friend took
her to a TBEC (Trail Bike Enduro Club) event. ‘I
thought, ‘“That looks like fun, I'd like to have a go
at that. So I did’.

She started doing TBEC events and trail rid-
ing on a Honda XR200 and first met Marianne
when Coral Powell invited her to join their ill-
fated attempt at doing the Welsh Two-Day on a
pair of TM80s in ‘96. She came within a dab of
winning the ‘98 Rally of Discovery in Ireland
on the self-same XR and was runner-up to her
boyfriend Steve Little in Jon Watson-Miller’s
1999 Bracken Rally.

For the past two years she’s joined forces with
Steve to do the Weston beach race on his fire-
breathing CR500 sidecar outfit and also acted
as last-minute stand-in passenger for Karen
MacQuarrie in the Raider Rally last August,

a role she reprised in the Winter Rally.

Liz actually owns a house in Edinburgh and

sometimes works as a freelance accountant up
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there, but is more likely
to be found living and
working down in
Plymouth, which is
where Steve lives, a
mere 500 miles away!

Life father,
like daughter
Women who pilot
sidecar enduro outfits
are pretty thin on the
ground and Marianne
Walford was the only
one ['d ever met until
I went to the Winter
Rally where I was
astonished to discover
that the first machine in
the programme was a
Rotax Wasp outfit ridden by Karen Macquarrie.

However, I was a bit less surprised when I
found out that Karen’s father is none other than
the legendary George Greenland who was a top
enduro sidecar pilot well into his fifties (and a
co-founder of the Weston Beach Race). In fact
George still rides occasionally today in his 70th
year. Karen hasn’t been racing outfits all her
life, far from it, although she did learn to ride
a Bultaco trials bike at the tender age of seven,
along with her two sisters. (There weren’t any
Greenland brothers).

She also passed her bike test aged 17 and
owned a neat Honda 400/4 till things went a
bit pear-shaped on the bike front when she got
married at 20. ‘My husband made me give it up
because he hated bikes, but I always missed it".
There followed a 15 year interlude filled with
married ‘bliss” and three children but Karen got
her priorities straight again after she and her
husband parted company a few years ago.

By then living in Cornwall, she fancied having
a go at sidecar trials and got herself an RL250
Suzuki followed by a Gas Gas 320. She also
bought a DR600 Otter outfit on which to do the
numerous long distance trials in the county. She
then got back into road bikes with a Yamaha
FZR600, before moving on to a BMW Funduro
and now has a Fazer 600. Last year she and her
boyfriend took their purpose-built motorhome
down to Spain with his XR250 in the ‘garage’
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in the back and Karen then
bought herself a new TTR to
accompany it for a bargain
£2,700 in Bilbao. They then
drove up to the Picos and
had a fab time exploring

the mountains on the two
wheelers. Phew! Talk about
making up for lost time!

Karen also decided
(understandably) that she
wanted an outfit with an
electric start and was sur-
prised and delighted to find
her current Rotax-engined
Wasp machine advertised
for a bargain £1500 in the
back of TBM. There’s a
family connection with
Wasp since her father used
to race and develop the
machines built by Robin
Rhind-Tutt and was recently
involved in a new project to
combine a Wasp engine in a
BSA chassis to make a new
all-British machine.

Wasp are also based within ten miles of the
Greenland family home in Salisbury where Karen
is currently residing. She moved back to Wiltshire
after splitting up with the co-owner of the amaz-
ing RS motorhome which she helped to design
herself. Luxuriously appointed and powered by
a 2.8 litre turbo-diesel with a six-speed ‘box it can
cruise at 80mph all day and cost over 60 grand!
‘But [ don’t own a house’ she told me ‘and apart
from the bikes, this is all I've got!” It certainly
provided luxury accommodation for her and
her sister at the Winter Rally.

Karen did the Raider’s Rally last year on the
Wasp outfit with Liz Millett a last-minute replace-
ment for her planned passenger who broke his
arm the day before. ‘Liz saved me from having to
passenger for my dad!” she told me. They rolled
the outfit but won the sidecar class anyway.

After successfully completing the Winter Rally
with Liz in the ‘chair’ again Karen’s planning to
do the MCC'’s famous Land’s End long distance
trial at Easter with a local Wiltshire guy. Karen
currently works for a car garage in Salisbury, but
with her mobile home-from-home has the free-
dom to take off for off-road adventures anywhere
in Europe at the drop of a hat.

Membership of the Diamonds MCC is £3 for the pur-
poses of doing one of their events and £11. per year,
which includes a regular newsletter. The club’s patron
is Andrea Cook, Jamie Whitham's girlfriend.

Our fully
trained
technicians
and sales
staff can
offer advice
and
information
on all MX,
Enduro and
Trial
machines.

FSE 400

We’re taking orders
now for the latest GAS GAS
FSE400 and Pampera.

For the best service in Motorcross, Enduro and
Trail bikes call us now on 01234 783225

Bikes/Helmets/Oils/Clothing/Protection/
Spares/Service & advice

www.fatboy-racing.com

Unit 3, Stoke Mill, Mill Road, Sharnbrook, Bedfordshire. MK42 1NP.
Tel: 01234 783225 Fax: 01234 783226




robably the question we get asked more

times than anything else by people want-

ing to start riding enduros, is which bike
should I go for: a 250cc two-stroke or 400cc four-
stroke? When in fact a more appropriate question
might arguably be: which of the current 200s should
I choose?

You see it’s a fact that a good majority of club-
men riders are ‘over-biked’. In other words their
bikes have more potential than they do. It’s not
being critical, it’s a statement of fact. If top riders
like David Knight can come second (in class) in
the World Enduro Championships on a more or
less standard 250cc Yam, you've got to ask your-
self the question, what chance have you or I got,
to ever master such a machine?

That’s not to say that everyone should be on
200s. No way. The world would be a very boring
place if bikes like the 426F and Husaberg 501
didn’t exist. Besides, as we’ve concluded before,
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many people require a lot more from their bike
than just a simple race weapon. For some it’s
a trail bike, for others a toy which keeps them
amused, while for a number of riders it serves as
daily transport. In each of these cases a 200 may,
or may not be appropriate. But as a clubmen race
tool for a rider looking to simply enjoy their
competition, we reckon you can’t beat ‘em.
Why? Because 200s feel light, and weight is
your enemy when racing. Moreover, while a full-
force 250 feels great to ride when you're full of
beans at the start of the day, towards the end of
a power-sapping event, it’s the rider on the 200
who's going to be laughing. 200s aren’t a whole
lot slower than 250s, but generally speaking
they’re less fierce in their delivery and that means
they’re easier to ride. They don’t break traction
quite so readily, they don’t rip out of your hands
and they don’t tire you out so quickly. All o
which adds up to a definite advantage over the

course of a hard day. And remember, enduro isn’t
about straight-line speed for ten minutes, it's
about riding all day and pacing yourself.

Take Three Bikes...

The 200cc ‘class’ is an almost forgotten cla

racing. Okay the KDX has been around since
Homo Eracers first slithered out of the primeval
swamp and handed in his muddy timecard at the
very first Jurassic Enduro, but the others are rela-
tive newcomers. By that I mean launched within
the last five years or so. KTM should be credited
here with reviving the capacity class with their
sexy 200 which showed a clean pair of heels to a
number of so called faster bikes, thanks to a com-
bination of light weight, great agility and a pow-
erful motor. Gas Gas too have had a 200 in their
line-up for the past few years and we’ve been

a big fan of the bike. The KDX? Well the KDX
never went away. Ever-green, solid, reliable,

Who makes the best 200cc enduro bike for the
clubman racer? We were about to find out...

y % Story & Pics: Si NMelber

remarkably competent, versatile, strong and fun.
But cutting edge? I don't think so.

So we wanted to get the three protagonists
together to see which if any of them we would
choose as a clubman weapon of choice for racing
enduros on. To that end we packed the KDX220,
the Gas Gas EC200, and the KTM 200EXC (GS)
into the trusty Transporter and headed to East
Sussex for a classic TBM shootout. Three bikes,
four riders, a slippery special test, and the rest
of the day spent riding, pushing and pulling the
bikes around a wooded area and greasy track.
Fantastic.

Given the time of year, the conditions certain
played their part in our findings. Had it been
drier for instance, we may well have found that
they performed a little differently. Nevertheless
it’s our belief that the bike which copes best when
conditions are ‘difficult’ is the one which we’d
most like to see parked in our garage. Because in
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€C200 felt like
a big 125 to
ride...

the wet, many more factors come into play - such
as grip and ease of use, while weight, handling
and suspension all become critical. Ideally we’d
liked to have had all three bikes on the same tyr
but time constraints didn’t let us, so we’ve been
careful to allow for differences between them.

Finally, think carefully about what you want
out of a lightweight two-stroke race bike. We've
tried to bias this test to choosing yourself a good
clubman racer, with a nod of practicality towards
using it for the odd trail ride - say a 70:30 percent
race/trail mix. Nevertheless, depending on what
you need from your bike, you may find other
practicalities dictate extra importance. But
whichever one you choose, you're going to find
that a whole world of lightweight racing exists
outside the 250/400 class...
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Gas Gas EC200

For 2002 Gas Gas have made a few significant
changes to their two-stroke range. Across the
board the bikes have had suspension tweaks,
minor chassis changes, some engine mods to
help find extra power and a general tidying up
styling-wise. So this year’s 200 is the best we've
seen from the Spanish factory. The steering feels
slightly sharper, the engine more powerful and
the whole thing feels so good to ride that you
simply don’t want to get off.

Let’s start with the engine. This year thanks to
barrel and head changes, the Gas Gas 200 has an
incredibly linear and ‘grippy” powerband. It may
seem strange to talk about power in the form of
grip, but that’s how it feels. Some bikes have it,
others don’t. The Gas Gas is one of those that has
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With a few new tricks up its sleceve
for this model yecar, the €C200
continues to evolve into a

great clubman enduro
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it. Perhaps not in the same way that a DR-Z
has grip at the bottom end, but this thing
isn’t as big or bulky as a DR-Z. It's got a
very flexible power delivery with a mellow
bottom end, a strong midrange and a revvy
top. Despite being biased towards its top
end, it’s in the lower part of its rev range
that the Gasser does some of its best work.

In the slippery woods the Gasser was the
bike which found the most traction, and it
wasn’t just down to the choice of tyre either.
But because you were able to “feel” for grip.
Back the throttle off to what feels like just a
few hundred revs and the motor keeps tick-
ing over while the tyre begins to hook up.
Then when grip is established you can feed
in that decent midrange before letting her
rip at the top. Good stuff.

The EC2 has the most traditional power
delivery with more right wrist equating to
more forward speed (that wasn’t necessari-
ly the case with the other two). We've said this
before and it’s still true: the EC200 feels like a
big, strong 125 to ride. But unlike with a 125,
you don’t have to be on the pipe to ride it fast.
Obviously it has heaps more bottom and mid
than a 125 (which is why it’s easier for a clubman
to get right), but then it really sings at the top end
too. Our test bike wasn't absolutely stock, but the
motor was completely standard except for a re-jet
(which the UK importers recommend). And it
was crisp. It sounded the nicest, even if the KTM
clearly had it beaten on overall power.

When it came to the chassis, the Gasser was
equally as adept. USD WP 43s up front made
for pinpoint accuracy of the steering. This is an
important feature for an off-roader. Point it where
you want to go and the Gasser will head there -

especially useful when it comes to changing tracks
or picking the best line into a rutted corner. With
steering and grip you've got a bike which can eas-
ily change direction when your route is blocked.
At the rear a modified linkage and more
compact Ohlins shocker made light work of the
bumps, and offered a well controlled rear end.
Gas Gas have always produced bikes with stable
geometry and this one’s no different; it feels good
over the bumps and isn’t prone to headshake.
Nevertheless it turns pretty quickly, yet steers
predictably when things get seriously sideways.
All in all a classic enduro chassis. The riding posi-
tion felt good for all four test riders, and the
Gasser inspires confidence in riders of differing
abilities. From its strong Nissin brakes, to its
lightweight controls and well sorted suspension,
TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE €»




KDX has still got
the ability to
perform at

a decent

level...

there was little to fault with the EC’s ability.

Design and integrity however are another mat-
ter. Flip up sidestands are not our cup of tea, and
the Gasser has other areas of average-ness. Just
like the EC400 tested last month, we’re not that
fond of the budget rear light, speedo and rear
mudguard assembly. And while we're at it. The
positioning of the fuel tap right in the centre of
the bike, can make finding reserve a little awk-
ward. But that’s the compromise you make with
a Gas Gas - some of the detailing is sub-standard,
but as an enduro bike it plays all the right tunes.
Our privately owned 2002 test bike was sporting
a few extras not found on the standard machine
like anodised rims, high-rise Renthal Fat bars,
wraparound handguards and non-standard
graphics. But at £3800 (give or take) it’s pretty
<> TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE

well specced as standard, and you get a few
goodies like a bum-bag and spare jets thrown
in with your three month warranty.

All in all then the Gasser won a few hearts,
convinced a few sceptics and earned everyone’s
respect. It is by far the easiest bike to ride fast,
has few vices, a superb thrashy engine, with
enough bottom end to get you out of trouble. The
chassis and suspension are beyond reproach, the
riding position agreeable and the price is right -
even if it doesn’t feel quite as well built as the
other two. And though it doesn’t offer the KTM's
sheer blood 'n” guts performance, its power is all
usable. Sure, the Kwacker undercuts it on price
(though not by much), but nonetheless the Gasser
scores highly in most areas.

And on a final note - for this year Gas Gas
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The last of the ‘true’ Japanese two-stroke
enduro bikes, the KDX, brings with it

Jag | of design, build

quality and resale value...

have given the gearbox a going over with
the old ‘free-running’ gears now mounted
on needle rollers. Say goodbye to screeching
Gasser gearboxes during the running in
period. This is definitely progress...

Kawasaki KDK220R
‘Progress’ is not a word you’d use to
describe the 2002 KayDeeEx. Ask anyone
at TBM about Kawasaki KDXs, and they’ll
tell you that they cut their teeth on them
way back in the mid-Eighties, raced them
all through the Nineties and continue to
ride them right up into the ‘Noughties’.

The trouble is that the bike has barely
evolved in all that time. Oh sure it’s gained
liquid-cooling (1989), a smart perimeter
frame (1995) and an extra 20cc (1997), but
its roots remain firmly entrenched in those
original Eighties enduro bikes. Of course
there’s nothing actually wrong with that -
they were great machines back then, it’s just
that enduro has moved on - while the Kawasaki
definitely hasn't.

But let’s start with all the positive reasons for
owning a KDX220R. It’s a proven package, it's
easy to live with and relatively cheap. Actually
there are a whole load more reasons, but those
are the main ones. In fact the KDX is actually a
damn good bike - make no mistake. It's lower,
more comfortable, more accommodating, less
intimidating, softer suspended, and arguably
easier to get started on, when it comes to learning
the rudiments of racing. You can hop straight
onto a KDX for your very first enduro and enjoy
the experience.

These days we’d classify the KDX as a sport/
trailie rather than a pukka enduro racer, though it

comes devoid of all the road kit you'd expect
to find on a modern day trailie - worse luck. If
Kawasaki bit the bullet, specced it up a bit with
road gear, autolube and a decent set of forks
then sold it as a trailie we’d be singing its praises.
Because as a trail bike it’s got great potential;
with a comfortable saddle, a reasonable 65-70 mile
range and plush suspension the KDX will go any-
where without too much trouble. The soft motor
is a beaut. It's smooth, quiet, yet incredibly grunty
low down thanks in part to the fitment of a rela-
tively small 33mm carb which gives the bike
plenty of torque. The engine is really good at find-
ing grip and pulls reasonably well all the way
through, though it tends to die off fairly quickly at
the top end. KDX owners note though, that remov-
ing the (complete) top of the airbox, fitting an
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KTM performs brilliantly
and punches above its
weight. No wonder you
see so many of them
around...

aftermarket pipe and rejetting to suit will find you
some amazing horsepower for very little outlay.
The trouble is... it won’t do anything for the
forks which are soggy at best, unnerving at
worst. Iffy tyres don’t help, but I suspect the
problem lies mostly with the Kawasaki’s squidgy
front end which frankly feels outdated. Pick a
line on the KDX and it’s a lottery whether you'll
end up in it. The precision just isn’t there, and in
this company the KDX feels woolly and inaccu-
rate (though it did have the best amount of steer-
ing lock). Every one of the testers found it the
hardest to point where they wanted it to go.
With a better front tyre and some work on the
front end you could probably dial a lot of that
out, but as tested the steering is definitely the
KDX’s weak point.
< TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE

Which is strange given that it has the shortest
wheelbase of all three bikes on test (you’d think
it would change direction easily). The problem
however is compounded by its relatively old fash-
ioned ‘architecture’. With a soft seat, a humpy
tank and a (relatively) rearward-biased riding
position, it's difficult getting your weight forward
over the front wheel where you need it most.

That said, it's up against two of the best steering
bikes in the business. If we were riding the KDX
on its own, we probably wouldn’t be quite so dis-
appointed, but by comparison, it’s definitely the
weakest link. Another weakness in the KDX's
armour is the fact that as stock it comes with low
quality bendy steel bars, and a clutch perch which
will break if you don’t loosen it off before a fall.
Factor in the cost of a set of decent bars, grips,
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€XC200 is an extremely well constructed
dirt bike from a company which
truly understands enduro...

graphics perhaps and pretty soon you're
knocking at the door of the Gasser in terms
of price. But it’s well worth mentioning two
other points. Firstly the KDX comes complete
with a comprehensive spares kit which
includes a piston, gaskets, rings etc as well as
a couple of new levers. And secondly it's got
a six month warranty. Neither of the other
two bikes can get near it in that respect.

All in all then, the KDX still makes a lot
of sense for a novice rider or someone look-
ing to get started in enduros. They’ll love its
easy character, its low and squidgy seat, its
go-anywhere ability and its simple mainte-
nance schedule. And when the time comes
to sell - you can always find a buyer for
a KDX. In that sense you can’t really go
wrong. Put some decent tyres on it, get the
forks re-oiled and then go out and ride. You
won't be the quickest thing out there - but
chances are you'll always get to the end and
that counts for a lot in enduros. But as a pure
thoroughbred racer for a good clubman rider?
Well it’s hard not to be a bit disappointed.

What we would give for a whole new KDX
with a sharper chassis, better suspension and
a more up to date powerplant? Now that really
would be something...

KTIVI 200EKC (GS)
KTM 200s come in two different flavours: trail or
enduro. But to all intents and purposes they’re
the same bike, only the gearing, tank and autol-
ube differ. This one happens to be the trailie
(with the autolube), but it felt the same as the
pure enduro one we rode recently.

Essentially what we have is a featherweight
125 with a 200 barrel and piston. It may not

sound all that much, but that extra 75cc makes
an incredible difference. You see the KTM 200 has
got a powerhouse of a motor which thrives on
revs thanks to a short 60mm stroke (65mm on the
Gasser but an even shorter 58mm on the KDX!).
This, together with a big 38mm carb endows it
with awesome power - too much power at times
we reckon. Especially since it’s delivered in such
a fast and frantic way. On a drying track it’s as
rapid as an illegal immigrant stepping out of the
chunnel, but in the wet, the back end’s always
trying to snap sideways just as soon as you touch
the throttle. Whether that be negotiating a treach-
erous off camber in the woods or powering out
of a slippery corner, the KTM is a bike which
demands respect at all times.

Front wheel placing is true and accurate, and
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the Katosh steers very precisely, thanks to a
decent set of firm 43mm WP forks. These are the
same units found on the Gasser though they feel

quite different on the Katosh - slightly less plush.

KTM have improved their suspension set-ups
every year since introducing the direct link PDS,
so that the ‘02 model is now a lot better than in
some previous years. It still feels quite firm at
both ends, but works well at absorbing the
bumps, and this feeling improves with speed.
Woods riding however can be a mixed bag.
With stiff suspension and so much power on
tap, the EXC can feel a bit of a handful at times.
But thanks to its 125cc roots, at least it always
feels light and steers nice and quickly.

With a shortish wheelbase however, stability
isn’t the EXC’s biggest asset. It's very easy to get
out of shape and though a quick burst of throttle
helps sort things out, this can also lead to head-
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shake at the extreme.
Once it finds grip of
course, it picks up the
front wheel and powers
ahead of the other two
bikes. But unless the
conditions are right or
you find yourself on a
track with a lot of long
straights, you're going
to find yourself feather-
ing the throttle a lot
more than you think.

Not surprisingly then
the KTM finds favour
with good, hard aggres-
sive clubmen who can
make use of its per-
formance and love its
snappy accelerative
power. And for sure
the rider looking to
progress into the expert
class will doubtless find
the KTM offers them
the most potential.

In terms of ergos,
what we once consid-

ered cutting edge now feels slightly conservative.
Nevertheless there’s no denying that the KTM
has a good riding position - it’s merely a question
of getting accustomed to it. Most KTM owners
find they get used to the hard seat and upright
stance very quickly. But it has a tall feeling accen-
tuated by the upright bars and a slightly more
rearward bias than the Gasser. The GS’s tank isn’t
quite as narrow as the regular EXC'’s, but it does-
n’t intrude badly during cornering and it does
hold nearly 12L.

The KTM'’s prize asset however is in its build
quality. Ruggedness and high specification are all
part of the orange package and that’s reflected in
the purchase price. There are no corners cut here,
this is a well designed enduro bike which is race
ready from the off. You pay a little more, but
what you get is a very well thought out bike,
which feels as solid as it looks. Items like the elec-
tronic speedo, built-in frame guards and quick
release airbox door, show a bike which is clearly
designed for racers, by racers. And your money
also buys you a spare chain and sprockets, alter-
native (smaller) rear lamp mounting, mirrors,
indicators and a very useful parts book for both
engine and chassis, though KTM's warranty is
limited to just 30 days - worse luck.

If we owned one we’d definitely think about
adding a heavy flywheel weight to tame down the
power hit in the midrange a little, and time spent
setting up the KTM’s suspension to your own
preferences will definitely pay dividends. Finally,
for all their renowned build quality, KTMs aren’t
immune to reliability problems. Broken side-
stands, over-oiling auto-lube pumps, and occa-
sional reliability problems have been reported and
just by purchasing the most expensive machine,
won't necessarily ensure a trouble-free ride.

Nevertheless, the KTM is a stunning performer
for a ‘mere” 200. And if you like your enduro
bikes to be light and lively, they don’t come any
livelier than the 200 Katosh. Our advice would be
to opt for the regular EXC if it’s just a race bike
you're after, but for a slightly more versatile
machine the EXC GS is as sporty a trailbike as
you're ever likely to find. But you'll have to move
fast - the importers have said that this will proba-
bly be the last year for the autolube model, so if
you're thinking of buying one, order it now.

Against the clock:

Our special test began with some thick muddy
going, followed by a short excursion into the
woods (with a rutted exit), before opening out
into some fast and flowing slippery muddy cor-
ners, an off-camber hairpin and finally a flat out
blast straight back to the start. Each of the four
test riders were timed on each of the bikes and
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then their times on each machine compared.
Times between riders were irrelevant here, what

. we were looking for was the relative times taken

on each machine. This reflected how easy we

™ found the bikes to ride in the slippery conditions,
which one we preferred and ultimately which
bike best suited our riding style. This is how it
worked out.

0 Gas Gas 200
Si Pavey '
Si Melber

Clive Town
Chris Evans

Conclusion

It would be easy to over-simplify things and
divide these bikes into winners for various
classes: Sportsman Class (KDX), Clubman Class
(Gasser) and Expert Class (KTM). But in truth,
life’s more complicated than that. When asked,
all the test riders preferred the Gasser in these
conditions and certainly the test times reflected
that. But in different conditions and on a different
track, you could see how the KTM might press
home its performance advantage - at least until
the rider became tired.

That said, everyone was convinced that the
KDX would appeal more to the novice racer and
regular trail rider. So our advice would be to take
on board other considerations. Decide what you
expect from your bike, how much you can afford
to spend, whether you’re handy with the span-
ners or not, and factor in the sort of racing or
riding you like to do.

If there has to be a winner however, it’s got to
be the hugely respected Gasser which has the
best combination of chassis, suspension, engine,
and ergos for the competent clubman rider. It's
not quite the fastest bike here, but it is the easiest
bike to ride fast - a subtle but important differ-
ence. Slightly more expensive than the Kawasaki,
it nevertheless undercuts the KTM and comes
with a longer warranty. And all the test riders
were unanimous - it was the bike we most
enjoyed riding.

The KTM however runs it a very close second.
Well built, well equipped and well fast the EXC is
a solid performer. With the extra versatility of the
oil-pumped option, the KTM ranks very highly in
our books, and a glance around any enduro pad-
dock shows we're not alone in our thinking.

Finally we have the KDX. A very competent
bike - particularly for someone just getting a toe-
hold in the sport. Not as competitive as the other
two but nevertheless well proven and easy to live
with. And you do get the best warranty, the best
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spares kit, not to mention the cheapest price and
an extra 10 percent more ‘cubes’ for your money.

We'd be happy with any one of them in our
garage, but at the end of the day, we’d prefer it
to be yellow...

Thanks to RPM Motorcycles near Sheffield for the
loan of the immaculate EC200. If you're interested in a
similar bike give Alan or Rob a call on 01909 567125.

Also thanks to Windy Corner in Leics for letting us
borrow one of their new EXC200s. Apart from selling
KTMs, Windy Corner also offer trail riding days out
and are organising two ladies-only trail riding days on
15 May and 24 July. Call them on 01455 842922 for
more details.

Thanks to Kawasaki for letting us have a brand
spanking new KDX220 for this test, which we’ll be
running as a long term tester this year. We'll let you
know how we get on.

And finally, a big thanks to Clive Dredge, Patsy
Quick and Clive Town for help beyond the call of duty.
Cheers guys...

Good: getting better...

Secene il SRR

Second Opinion .
Kawasaki hasn’t changed the KDX since 97, and
it’s starting to show its age. It was the clubman
choice for us back in our ‘98 shootout, because
of its soft power, soft suspension, user friendly
features and the KDX’s renowned reliability and
durability. All these facts are still true, and it is
certainly possible to go fast on the little Kwaka,
especially in difficult going. When we ran some
lap times, I was only two seconds off my best
time on the green machine, but it felt scary riding
it at that speed. The forks flex, the suspension
generally wallows around and choosing a line

is a vague concept rather than a chosen target.
Opverall, the KDX is still a nice bike, but in 2002,
it is a fair way from the cutting edge.

In contrast the KTM 200 is an absolutely awe-
some motorcycle with a motor that is more like a
powerful 250, sharp suspension, precise steering
and excellent ergos. However, the bike is more
suited to a gifted expert and in most situations

Good: getting older...
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on this day it was too much. The stopwatch told
the story, as none of us could produce a consis-
tently fast time on the Katoom. It requires perfect
rider input all the time, which means a simple
mistake is punished with a much slower time.
On a summer day, on a loamy track the story
might well be different.

The Gas Gas EC200 has become a favourite
of the TBM test team, and this shootout has rein-
forced our opinion. The Gasser is the one bike in
this shootout that has continued to develop over
the last three years, with a small list of significant
improvements. The Gasser feels light, small, easy
to manage and just as importantly was the easi-
est to start. The power is sufficient, without
being too much and allows an aggressive riding
style, that makes it not only competitive, but
most importantly lots of fun too. I only rode the
Gasser against the stopwatch once, but I knew
without looking at the clock that it was my
fastest time of the day. Nuff said...

Good: getting faster...

XTI 200EKC (6S)

Price:
Engine:

£3796.72 inc VAT
Liquid cooled two-stroke single
with power-valve

Bore & stroke: 62.5 x 65mm

Displacement: 199.4cc

Carburettor: Keihin PWK 38mm

Transmission: 6-speed

Frame: Cro-moly Deltabox perimeter

Front susp: 43mm USD WP / 45mm USD
Marzocchi, 295mm travel

Rear susp: Ohlins shock with progressive

Front brake:

linkage, 320mm travel
Nissin 260mm disc

Rear brake: Nissin 220mm disc
Tyres: Michelin Enduro
Wheelbase: 1475mm
Seat height: 940mm
Min ground clear: 340mm

951

Fuel capacity:

Price:
Engine:

£3683 inc VAT, delivery & spares kit
Liquid cooled two-stroke single
with power-valve

Bore & stroke: 69 x 58mm

Displacement: 216cc

Carburettor: Keihin PWK 33mm

Transmission: 6-speed

Frame: High tensile steel perimeter

Front susp: 43mm conventionals,
290mm travel

Rear susp: KYB shock with Uni-Trak,
300mm travel

Front brake: 250mm disc

Rear brake: 220mm disc

Tyres: Dunlop K695

Wheelbase: 1435mm

Seat height: 920mm

Min ground clear: 340mm

Fuel capacity: 1L

ice: :
Engine:

Bore & stroke:

£4285 plus otr (E100 less for non GS)
Liquid cooled two-stroke single
with power-valve (& oil pump)

64 x 60mm

Displacement: 193cc

Carburettor: HKeihin PWHK 38mm

Transmission: 6-speed

Frame: Cro-moly steel single/
double cradle

Front susp: 43mm USD WP 235mm travel

Rear susp: WP shock with PDS,
320mm travel

Front brake: 260mm disc

Rear brake: 220mm disc

Tyres: Bridgestone Gritty

Wheelbase: 1461mm

Seat height: 925mm

Min ground clear: 330mm

Fuel capacity: 8.5L (12L)
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Story & pics: Paul Blezard

Paul Blezard reports from the inaugural
Bogbusters Winter Rally...

he trail bike rally programme kicked off

early this year with a new addition to the

calendar - the Diamonds MCC Winter
Rally. Held entirely in the Hafren Forest west of
Llanidloes and sponsored by off-road specialists
Bogbusters, the event used many of the tracks
familiar to veterans of the long-running Hafren
Rally but in a completely different mix.

The event also differed in a number of ways

from the now traditional format. For a start it

C TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

allowed two-stroke enduro machines and side-
cars to enter. Clerk of the course and driving
force behind the event Marianne Walford told
me: ‘The distinction between trail and enduro
two-strokes has become meaningless and we
know that there are quite a few trail riders who
use obsolete old two-stroke enduro bikes purely
for green laning because they are cheap and

easy to maintain. It seemed ridiculous to exclude
them when the latest hot-shot four stroke enduro

machines are allowed in, along with so-called
trail bikes like the KTM 200EGS which are really
just enduro machines with indicators and autol-
ube. Besides, my husband Colin likes two-strokes
and it’s always annoyed him that he can’t use his
RMX in other rallies! Street legality was our only
concern, which is why we also included Road
Traffic Act insurance in the price of the £55 entry
fee’. Fair enough.

It certainly made a change to see KDX200s and
200EXCs alongside the ever-popular CRMs and
DR-Zs, but not as much of a change as seeing a
pair of sidecars up at the front of the start queue.
One of them, a 1951 hard-tail Matchless 500 was
ridden by rally veteran Julian Bishop with his
wife Clare in the ‘chair’ but sadly it went out
early on Sunday with a rattling big end (er, that’s
the bike I mean). The other, with an all-woman
crew, lasted the distance, of which more anon.

The paddock was near the Llyn Clywedog
reservoir south of Staylittle and included a few
miles of tarmac at the start and finish of each of
the four 35 mile laps - two on Saturday and two
on Sunday; with only the second each day being

timed with two special stages in each, to make
four timed sections for the event. Saturday’s
going was quick, quick, quick and the second
special stage was the longest I've ever ridden in
the UK at a full ten miles. On Sunday the course
direction was reversed with less road work and
two-way mileage and some more serious off-
roadery added, including the steep descent
through the woods familiar to any Hafren com-
petitor of the last few years, with the same special
stage at the end. But instead of ending at the top
of the hill after a mile or so, it made a refreshing
change to have to keep the throttle wound on
for another four miles! The combination of fast
downhill going and some ‘deceptive bends’
caught a few people out although the only seri-
ous injury was a broken collar-bone sustained
in a liaison section (as is often the way).

Another difference from other rallies is that Ms
Walford deliberately put the fast runners at the
back of the field for the sake of her long-suffering
marshals. “We did it the conventional way, with
the fast guys at the front, for our Raider Rally last
August and the marshals were standing around
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for hours at the end. With the fast riders at the

back, the slow riders stay within the planned
timing of the rally and the whole thing takes a
lot less time’. For this system to work well how-
ever, especially with such long special stages, it's
essential for fast riders to have the freedom to
delay their start time by a minute or two if they
know they have slower runners in front of them,
to keep the overtaking in special stages to a mini-
mum. You couldn’t do this in the Cambrian with
a queue of 50 people behind you all champing at
the bit, but with less time allowances and there-
fore minimal queues, it worked okay in the
Winter Rally, although it also makes working out
the stage times a bit of a nightmare, as Marianne
discovered. Let’s just say that the timing wasn’t
quite up to RAC Rally standards and while I'm
sure the results are pretty much in the right order
[ wouldn’t take any individual stage time as
gospel. Nuff said.

Anyway, enough about the logistics, let’s talk
about a few of the runners and riders who stood
out amongst the 104 participants. Fastest man of
the weekend overall (probably) was Kevin Burns
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on.a CCM followed by Andy Godber on the ubig-
uitous CRM. Rally newcomer (but ex motocross-
er) Nigel Hartley was third overall and fastest
sportster on an XR650R which, bearing in mind
the fast going, was probably the ideal steed for
the event.

Mike Griffith doesn’t seem to have let the pass-
ing of his half century slow him down one iota.
He was fourth overall on a DR-Z and faster than
fastest over-40 Trevor Petrie in sixth on another
CRM. Ex desert racer Tim Sommers came
between them to take best Sports 400 in fifth on
his WR. Big Brian Eland was complaining of poor
carburetion on his over-burdened and long-suf-
tering TTR250 which had just been fitted with a
hot cam; he also lobbed it on the Saturday but
recovered to take best 250 despite having a power
to weight ratio little better than a ballet dancer on
a moped. Kurt Luby and David King had a fetch-
ing pair of ex-army Armstrong racks neatly weld-
ed onto their XR650s which were sadly under-
used in my opinion but they both finished in the
top ten anyway. (If there’d been an award for best
combined results by model, it would have been a

dead heat between the feisty XR650 with third,
seventh and tenth, and the splendid CRM with
second, sixth and 12th).

It’s interesting that the first ‘non-Cambrian-
legal” two stroke came no higher than 13th over-
all, with Jo Lilley at the helm taking best sports
up to 250. Another Winter Rally innovation was
an award for ‘Best pre-1990” machine which went
to a deserving David Hicks, 21st overall on an
ancient CCM 350 air-cooled two-stroke with
drum brakes at both ends. Simon Gray was right
behind him on an old Mk1 CRM that couldn’t
have been all that much younger.

It was good to see a few big ‘uns having fun
on the course, particularly rally newcomers Ian
Measures and Glenn Graham on a pair of ageing
Cagiva Elefants. Glenn had some horrendous
throttle cable problems with his 650 on the
Saturday but bodged it beautifully and set some
very respectable times on Sunday. Geoff Willerton
made the top 20 on a KTM LC4 and Nick
Petherham wasn't far behind on a Husky TE610.
Respect is due to Neil Walker who was quicker
than most and best over-60, although the ‘Queen
Mum” award unquestionably goes to Bob Room
who beat 52 riders to come 52nd at the ripe old
age of 65 - with a pair of artificial hips!

Katie Hatfield gets the ‘Good Samaritan’
award for stopping in a special stage to help Tim
Stoddart pick his CRM up after a brush with the
scenery yet she still finished best lady and best
125 (possibly because she was the only 125 and
the only solo lady). Paul Weatherall wiped the
left hand radiator off his KDX on a tree stump at
the same spot but bypassed it with a length of
copper pipe from the back of plumber Stuart
Cocksedge’s van to complete the event. Clearly
a bodger after my own heart!

The only other women competing were Karen
MacQuarrie and Liz Millet on the Wasp-Rotax
outfit (See Doing The Rounds) who actually beat
Katie and several of the slower chaps despite
leaving the course at the self-same corner that
they crashed at in the Raider Rally last summer,
‘...only this time I landed on my back in a deep
puddle’ Liz told me. However they got through
the trickiest sections in the forest without mishap
and both thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Huge
enjoyment was without doubt the over-riding
emotion of everyone I spoke to, including more
than 25 members of the internet Rides List and
my mate Pat Keenan, for whom the event was
pure therapy after his ‘Baptism of Sweat’ in the
Snowrun enduro the week before.

Oh yeah, nearly forgot. The Bogbusters Special
Award went to some long haired 40-something
fat journalist on a borrowed Funduro 650 who
made 26th overall with a rucksack on his back

and a tankbag full of cameras, spare gloves,
goggles and emergency snacks!

Huge thanks to the Walfords and their merry
band of men and women who stood around get-
ting wet so that the rest of us could enjoy our-
selves. And to Pat Keenan for the loan, once
again, of his splendid F650. If only it had the
KTM'’s suspension and weight it would have
been an almost ideal tool for the event. I don’t
think I've ever been down those fire roads faster
on anything and certainly never had warmer
hands thanks to those heated grips! Here’s
a gratuitous free plug for his company:
www.bmwmotorcyclemobileservicing.com.

The Diamonds MCC Raider Rally takes place on
August 11 and is particularly aimed at novice off-
roaders and big trail bikes rather than brain-out but
unfit enduro riders. It's more of a ramble than a race
and includes quite a lot of roadwork through the
stunning Welsh scenery. For more info tel/fax

01686 430522 email: mariannewalford@hotmail.com.

) ob Room
has been
competing
off-road since
~ Adam was a
lad. Now 65,
he was the
only possible
recipient for
Blez’s newly
created ‘Queen
Mum Award’
for best per-
formance by a
rider with an
artificial hip.
Bob’s actually
got a full com- :
plement of man-made hips now and was
officially still convalescing from the fitting
of his second, which is why he parked his
KTM400 half way into a ditch. ‘T couldn’t get

~ my leg over it otherwise’, he told me, ‘but I'm

fine once I'm on the bike’. Fine indeed, since
he beat half the field to come 52nd overall.

 No wonder he chose a bike with electric start!
Bob reminisced for a while about how tough
enduros were back in the ‘70s. ‘I remember
nearly freezing to death in the Melville up in

- Scotland back then. The bogs were horrendous
and the Met Police team had to carry their
Triumphs out using tree trunks through the
wheels’. Ahhh, those were the days, eh Bob?
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Another year and the
TBINI Yamaha WR250Z
is pressed back into
active service...

<> TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

t's tough being editor of TBM. I get last

choice when it comes to the new Staff Bikes,

despite having to pay the bills every month.
In fact what with the launch of our new
Supermoto Magazine I've been forced to take a
long hard look at the finances recently, and have
decided that the kitty doesn’t quite stretch to a
new bike for me this year. Ahhh shame, I hear
you cry. Yeah okay, save your pity. I'll soldier on
for another year with my three year old Yamaha
WR250Z. Don’t you worry about me, I'll be
alright - you'll see...

Actually in one sense I'm kind of relieved that
the TBM piggy bank is sounding pretty hollow
right now - because it saves me having to make
a decision on a new bike, and gives me another

year on the fun but forgiving WR. And while I
know that now is probably the right time to make
the switch to one of the new leccy-start thumpers,
I just can’t bring myself to part with the old girl
right now.

But before I bring you up to date with the
bike’s progress, I'd like to scotch one little misap-
prehension which seems to be doing the rounds.
Just after the new year when we came to sell our
little KLX300R, it would appear that the majority
of punters who came to see it were under the
illusion that because it was a magazine bike it
must’'ve been horribly mistreated - thrashed with-
in an inch of its life, and ridden to the moon and
back. Not so. We only do that with test bikes and
reader’s specials!

Joke. But seriously, while I appreciate the flat-
tery which this implies (that we are able to keep
a bike revving within the upper reaches of its
powerband for hour after hour), a quick glance
at the results sheet will confirm otherwise. Matter
of fact our own bikes sometimes get used quite
infrequently due to all the test bikes we get.

Take my WR for instance. I pulled it apart in
late August (as detailed in TBM73) and sent the
engine off for a complete rebuild to Steve Plain
Motorcycles in Crossgates in Wales. Then when
I next went to Wales (late January this year), I
picked the engine up and stuck the thing back in
the frame ready for its first outing this year at the
Snowrun enduro (3 Feb). So the bike hasn’t been
ridden for at least five months. Worth knowing
if you intend being its next owner.

The rebuild came about because it had ingested
a lungful of water when I accidentally dropped it
during a river crossing at the Trefle Lozerien
enduro in France last year. Although I emptied
out all the water, and the bike started up again -
by then the damage had been done and a rebuild
was on the cards.

Steve pulled the motor apart and found pretty
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much what he expected - a slightly scuffed pis-
ton, worn rings and a little-end bearing with too
much play (hence the vibration). They all had to
come out and while the engine was apart, Steve
changed the main bearings and seals before
rebuilding it with a new piston, new rod and
replacing both big-end and little-end bearings. He
also stripped and serviced the powervalve and
gave the motor a clean bill of health. Job done.

In the meantime with an issue of TBM to
finish I barely had time to pack some fresh grease
into the swingarm bearings, install a new set of
mousses and FIM enduro tyres, and then re-
locate the engine in the frame and check it was
running fine before departing for Wales in the
pouring rain. Actually there was one other job
I did. T installed a new Dyna (DC) X-ring chain
(courtesy of Motofax 02380 511999). These days
chains are so good that they’ll easily last a season

<> TRAILBIKE NIAGAZINE

of use (and much more). But
for peace of mind I always fit a
% brand new good quality chain at
. the beginning of each year and
. then do nothing more than keep
it adjusted and well lubed.
For the Snowrun which was
destined to be wet and muddy,
I wound a bit of preload off the
rear shock (to drop the back end
down and make the bike sit a
bit lower - so I could get my feet
down easily) and then added
extra width to the front mud-
guard and handguards with
gaffa tape to stop water getting
onto the controls.

Welcome to
Wales: Closed
Just getting to the Snowrun
proved quite a problem. With
water pouring off the Welsh hill-
sides, the main A40 was blocked
by flooding, and twice we got
turned around before finding a
way through.

But the weather was kinder
on the Sunday and the sun even
put in an appearance for an
hour or so. Nevertheless the
course was incredibly wet, and
ruts were always going to be a
problem. Clubmen had to do
two and a quarter laps (it was a
30 mile lap) with the special test
getting ridden three times - with
only the last two to count
against the clock.

WTRA, the organisers had plotted a fabulous
course which took in a whole variety of terrain.
There were incredible rocky climbs, lots of steep
descents and a whole load of great scenery to
enjoy, as the course wound its way though the
Crychan Forest and along many of the fast fire-
breaks. And even though the course cut up quite
badly in places (we're talking ruts as deep as the
bike here), this being Wales, you know that
there’s always going to be a firm base of Welsh
slate at the very bottom, which gave excellent
grip. In fact grip wasn’t a problem all day - but
fatigue certainly was.

At least it was for me. By the time I'd ridden
just one lap I was knackered. The heavy going,
plus a lack of race fitness meant that I wobbled
around the second lap dropping a few minutes
along the way. Sensibly the organisers had chosen
to cut out the worst of the going for the second
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The start of the event
and raring to goi.. -

Once again the
WTRA club and
officials did a superb job

lap which I'd vouch was a welcome relief to the
majority of clubmen riders. Even so by the time
I'd finished my second lap and set off for the
third go at the special test, I knew I'd ridden a
proper enduro.

I'm not making excuses here (oh, alright [ am
making excuses), but I was so exhausted by the
time I was halfway through the test, I was hang-
ing off the bike, and just praying for the end. The
end of the event however didn’t come for another
seven miles as the organisers once again routed
us back into the deep ruts, slippery descents and
occasional tricky climbs through the forest. (Have
mercy). That’s when I got really stuck.

One rut was so deep, I swear to you that the
seat was below ground level with only the bars
sticking up. Of course using all my enduro
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‘nouse’ gained from racing all
over the world... I never spot-
ted it until I rode straight into
it and wedged the bike solid!

I heaved on the webbing strap
I'd attached for just such occa-
sions, but the webbing just
broke. And it took me ages to
get the bike out.

But the WR is just one of
those bikes that comes into its
own in really bad conditions.
Despite failing energy (not to
mention sense of humour), the
good old WR carried me home
to a finish in the clubman class -
while more than 40 percent of
the entry failed to complete the
course.

A couple of things I noticed about the bike
though. Thanks to the new piston and rings the
engine feels really strong again - almost too
strong at times. And the transition from power-
valve closed to power-valve open is a lot sharp-
er than I remember it. Either that or I'm going
backwards in terms of my riding ability (always
possible).

However as the season starts to progress I hope
to raise my game a little and once again get on
terms with the WR’s tremendous potential as a
superb enduro bike. I plan to experiment a little
with the suspension this year (especially at the
front) and just generally improve the bike in one
or two areas. Though frankly on the evidence of
this first outing, I'd be better off spending my
money on gym membership... SIVE
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. The following Back issues are still available. To order a copy simply include
four x £1 postage stamps for each issue ordered (orders over three copies
can be paid by cheque - payable to TBM), send it to TBM Back Issues,

PO BOX 9845, London W13 SWP. As some issues are running very low
and may be sold out, please include your preferred alternatives (otherwise
we will select one on your behalf). Most orders will be despatched the follow-
ing day but please allow 28 days for delivery. Also TBM green Binders
hold 12 issues of the magazine and can be filed in your bookcase. Binders
cost £9 each (including p&p) and are available from the above address...
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ACERBIS H2.8 Drink Bag

studio

ncerbis have gone with a very basic design for their
‘H2.8 Drink Bag’. A nylon weave bag is worn
with narrow (but padded) shoulder straps, backed

up by hip and chest straps. As the name suggests it
holds 2.8 litres of liquid, though without additional
storage space. The bladder itself is of okay quality.

It does have a large screw-top filler and a good bite
valve but the tube is a push-fit into the bag.

Our favourite feature was the fact that the bag is
insulated (though the tube isn't), keeping your drink
cool. Being of a weave material means that the bag
may take a lot of cleaning to come up as-new if caked
in mud. As with most Acerbis products the overall
quality is fine, the stitching is strong with a neat logo
sewn on. But at a shade under 40 quid the price
seems steep for what is a basic bag.
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@ Colours: Black

& Weight (without liquid): 300g

& Retail price: £39.65

& Available from: Most off-road shops or phone
BHR on 01582 472374 for stockists.

Werdict: Plain but very pricey!

SCOTT HYDRATION

s cott produce an extremely stylish range of bags and
the Hydration is no exception. Made from ripstop/
neoprene the backpack has a full length zip opening to
the expandable storage compartment. Inside are two
velcro pockets (for keys, wallet, chocey bars etc). The
two litre bladder lives inside a velcroed compartment
and is similar to that of the Acerbis but with a couple
more practical features. The tube is a screw fit (which
is less awkward than a push-fit) and a quick release
valve makes it easy to empty out liquid (especially
useful when cleaning).

Padded shoulder straps with hip and chest support
give a comfortable fit, whilst the mesh back panel means
you shouldn’t get too sweaty. The tube is insulated on
the outside, but could possibly do with an extra clip to

Riding off-road can be thirsty work.
A hydration pack will keep you well lubed...

blurb. Whilst this may sound slightly

over-dramatic, the fact remains that
being able to drink on the move is essential for
maintaining your ability to ride efficiently.

A few years back, riders using drink systems
were the exception rather than the rule. These
days virtually everyone (including many trail
riders) have come to appreciate the advantages
of being able to take a drink whilst on the

&> TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

‘“ ydrate or Die’, or so says the Camelbak

move. And as a consequence the choice of
hydration packs has never been better. In fact
nowadays there’s a drinks system to suit every
application and budget.

Whether you require the ability to carry bulky
items such as waterproofs, a tool-roll, or camera
gear in the same bag, or simply need to wet your
whistle - the choice is yours. The following selec-
tion of products covers the entire spectrum for
the thirsty trail or enduro rider...

keep it where you want it. An embroidered logo looks
smart (though may look grubby very quickly), with
reflective piping and a small logo tab adding the finish-
ing touches.

& Colours: Black

& Weight (without liquid): 544g

& Retail price: £37.50

& Available from: BHR on 01582 472374 for stockists.
Werdict: Smart!
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GETTING BLADDERED

GYGLELOG!GAL

nother hydration—dnly backpack for those travelling

light, this time from Welsh off-road shop Cyclelogical
- with a big advert for them printed on the back! The bag
is of nylon construction but with the added bonus of
coolmax on the inside and on the back panel, keeping
both you and your drink cool. A two litre bladder is
found inside, featuring a screw-top filler, quick release
valve and a screw-in tube. Unfortunately the bite valve
looks slightly over-engineered. The main body is plastic
with a sprung plastic bite piece. Bite down and the
spring opens a valve allowing liquid through the two
holes in the end. Apart from being slightly awkward
to use it is also more difficult to clean.

Rubber-backed shoulder straps keep the pack in place,
though there is no extra support (those with a waif-like
figure may be able to tie the ends of the shoulder straps
together). But the price is sensible and all-round build
quality is reasonably good, with a screen-printed logo.
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& Colours: Black

& Weight (without liquid): 315g

& Retail price: £25

& Available from: Cyclelogical on 01443 218700.
Werdict: Plain and simple!
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APICO HYDRATION SYSTEM

no-frills drink system from Apico. The

bag is a very basic neoprene design
with a snap buckle opening for the bladder.
Holding 1.5 litres the bladder continues the
no-frills theme. The small opening is closed
with a stopper and the tube is glued in
place, neither of which aid cleaning. The
bite valve is fairly small, meaning it won’t
flow quite as much liquid as some of the
others here.

Nylon webbing straps, for shoulders, chest
and hips, are unpadded, though there is a
loop to hold the tube. A rubber mesh pocket
provides a small amount of storage space .
Build quality is okay, though Apico chose
not to adorn their bag with a logo. But at
£17.50 it’s definitely the budget bargain in
this collection.

& Colours: Black

& Weight (without liquid): 340g

& Retail price: £17.50

& Available from: Apico stockists or contact
Vesty UK on 01483 450560.

Werdict: For those on a budget!
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HEBO ADVENTURE BAG

his medium sized backpack from Hebo is aimed more at

those going out on the trail than competing in enduros.
The bag is constructed from tough, high-quality cordura
material and has a large opening for easy access which should
easily swallow a change of clothes. Outside this there’s a
three-quarter length velcroed pocket with an outer mesh
pocket, which although quite a good size is only secured by
elastic. The zip pocket beneath it seems to be more useful.

The bladder is exactly the same as that found in the Scott
and is held in place by passing the velcro tabs through the
holes in its top. Being in a zip-up compartment means that to
get the tube through you have to leave a gap between the zips
- not ideal. Once again we see coolmax on the backpanel to
wick away sweat. The hi-tech material is also found on the
rubber-backed shoulder straps. Chest and hip straps keep
everything tight and help take the weight when you load up
the backpack. Embroidered logos smarten up this well made

bag, but £75 seems a lot to pay.

& Colours: Red

& Weight (without liquid): 800g

& Retail price: £75.60

& Available from: Hebo dealers or contact Vesty UK
on 01483 450560 for stockists.

Werdict: High quality at a high price!

APIEO_ RUGKSACK

here's a reasond sle amount of storage

space in this backpack drinks system from
Apico. The main compartment opens to three-
quarter length and features an extra pocket at
the top for keys, wallet etc. The two zipped
pockets on the outside are of a good size for
carrying tools, tubes etc away from the body.
Apico have chosen exactly the same bladder
as Cyclelogical, so you get all the useful fea-
tures such as the quick release valve but you
also get the awkward looking bite valve. The
bladder resides in a zipped compartment and
is held in place with velcro tabs. The tube
then passes through a small hole in the mesh
backpanel.

That same mesh finds its way onto the
shoulder straps in a bid to keep you cool, and
a special weave adds padding. Those straps
are also detachable, using snap buckles, to aid
the removal of the pack - definitely a nice
touch. Chest and hip straps help keep the bag
on your shoulders whilst adjustable compres-
sion straps mean that you can alter its profile

depending on
the load. Build
quality is rea-
sonable and
you're not
advertising
the company
as they’ve not
added their
logo, but at
more than 50
quid, the price
seems pretty
steep for this
particular
package.

& Colours: Burgundy

& Weight (without liquid): 620g

& Retail price: £52.70

& Available from: Various Apico stockists or
contact Vesty UK on 01483 450560.
Werdict: Pricey product!




@ : SN PLATYPUSSTREAK __ _ _ _ __

Authorised Husqvarna Dealers Acompacf alr;fl stylishganpazkffroTl hydratioln 7. | platypus.
, company Platypus. Designed for those travel- :

TE 610E MAIL ORDER PARTS WRE 125 ling fast and light, the ‘Streak’ has a nice sleek
“I FULL WORKSHOP & MOT STATION ; ergonomic design. A small front pocket, which
OPENING TIMES e =1 . expands to add extra carrying capacity, would

TUESDAY-FRIDAY 9.00-6.00 o R | easily hold spare gloves and goggles. Inside the

= b y insulated bladder compartment is a good qualit

SATURDAY 9.00-5.00 / 12 ELO0LL gletatting

1.8 litre ‘reservoir’. The opening is a freezer bag-
style ‘press fit" which makes for exceptionally
easy cleaning. The tube is a screw fit and leads
HUSQVARNA NEW WRE125 £2795 | HUSQVARNA NEW TE610E £4595  HONDA NEW  XR400 £3950 to a good size bite valve.

HUSQVARNA NEW CR125 £3495 | HUSQVARNA NEW SM570R £5495 | SUZUKI NEW DRZ400SY  £3950 Lightly padded straps are covered in the same
HUSQVARNA NEW CR250 £3895 | HUSQVARNA NEW SM610S £4995 [ YAMAHA NEW WR426 £4595 breathable material as the backpanel. Attached to
HUSQVARNA NEW TE250 £4795 | HUSQVARNA NEW HUSKYBOY £895 | YAMAHA NEW  TTR600 £3995
HUSQVARNA NEW TE400 £4995 | HUSQVARNA NEW HUSKYBOY JR £1095 | ALSO 2ND HAND M/X, TRIALS AND ENDURO BIKES
HUSQVARNA NEW TE410E £3995 | HUSQVARNA NEW HUSKYBOYS £1195 | BOUGHT & SOLD. PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS.

CLOSED SUNDAY & MONDAY

these is a plastic clip that keeps the tube within
easy reach and a chest strap adds extra stability
to an already well-fitting pack. The reflective strip

; 3 and embroidered logo add the finishing touch. == ‘ }
ROCI(-Oil Acaaai) /@f‘@em’la’ sco I I It’s worth noting that Platypus produce a range & Colours: Grey/Black or Red /Black
- - of spares and extras for their products, with & Weight (without liquid): 365g
Su Tro Lee DES. ns N everything from bladder repair patches to tube & Retail price: £39.99

o : insulators and even an attachment to convert & Available from: First Ascent on
Keep Biking Ltd, Unit 5b Lupton Road, Thame Ind Est., Thame, Oxon OX9 3SE your Platypus into a camp shower! At a penny 01629 580484 or 07000 272368 for stockists.
Phone 01844 261372 under 40 quid the price seems right. Werdict: Stylish value for money!

# Whatever you ride =
» Whatever your record "PlétYpuS~prod e four rucksack-based hydration

‘ systems and the Roadrunner is the second smallest
E i of these. Very slim in design it has two main pockets. The
w hatever you do' e N ; large compartment opens to reveal an extra zipped pocket

at the top, saving any rummaging around for small items.
The external small pocket contains a clip (to hold your
keys) and a mesh divider.

The two litre bladder comes with the same features
found in the Streak, only with a greater capacity. The
bladder compartment is closed with a zip, meaning that
the tube has to exit through a small opening at the end. A
plastic clip, fixable to either shoulder strap, holds the tube
steady whilst a small lapel clip keeps the bite valve close
to your mouth. Again, the backpanel and shoulder straps

b . are covered in a breathable material which wicks away
No form filling \ v platypus sweat. As with most rucksacks, chest and hip straps help
for most policies P M ‘ distribute the weight and keep everything stable. The bag
is finished with an embroidered logo and a reflective strip.

& Colours: Blue/Grey
i . & Weight (without liquid): 565g
! y TO ENSURE A \ s & Retail price: £44.99
13-15 Archway Road \ ’. HIGH QUALITY 8 € Available from: First Ascent on 01629 580484

. > OF SERVICE YOUR CALL 3 :
4 X ‘ or 07000 272368 for stockists.
nghgate London N19 3TX MAY BE MONITORED Werdict: Good value!
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GETTING BLADDERED

CAMELBAK ROGUE

a
Y wea

n the same way that vacuum cleaners are bet-
ter known as hoovers, the word ‘camelback’
has become the generic term for hydration sys-

tems. Whilst most people probably wouldn’t
use the company’s spelling, it’s fair to say that
the word is in general use in the off-road world.
As you’'d expect Camelbak produce a huge
range of, well... camelbacks, and the Rogue is
one of those most suited to our application.
Slim in design the carrying capacity is mini-
mal, just a mesh pocket at the bottom and a
zipped one in the cover flap. Under the flap is
the large ‘Omega’ screw top opening for the
bladder. That opening is a large size to aid filling
and cleaning, and although the diagram on the
label shows someone with their hand inside the
bladder, this is only for those with small(ish)
hands. Nonetheless, it is a good design and hav-
ing the bladder accessible from the outside is an

|

ZEFAL DAKAR

c oming from cycle acces-
sories manufacturers
Zefal, is the Dakar bag. The
pack is sold as a competi-
tion item with the emphasis
on hydration rather than
carrying capacity. To this
end there is very little space
for anything other than the
bladder. On the outside is

a mesh pocket which seals
with a velcro tab whilst
below this is a zipped com-
partment. Either side of
this, built into the waist
strap, are two small pockets
just big enough for a set of
keys. Right at the bottom of
the pack is a pouch which
holds the pull-over rain
cover. This stretches over
the top of the bag and fixes
to the backpanel with vel-
cro. A useful feature that
saves a lot of cleaning,
though it does encroach on
the size of the zipped pock-
et when stowed away. A
tough handle on the face

R
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excellent idea. There’s even a plastic handle to
make filling easier. The tube is glued in place on
the bladder which makes it slightly harder to
clean, though it does lead to a good high-flow
bite valve with a neat on/off tap.

As with most Camelbak products the bladder
is kept in a closed-cell foam pocket insulated
against hot and cold. Shoulder straps are a light
mesh and the tube can be routed through the top
of either the right or the left. A plastic clip holds
it in place lower down. The backpanel is covered
with a breathable material to keep you feeling
fresh and the chest strap really clamps the pack
in place. Very well made, the neat design is
enhanced with reflective strips and a sewn on
logo. And the price is right.

& Colours: Blue, Mango

& Weight (without liquid): 450g

& Retail price: £39.99

& Available from: Cycle shops or contact Zyro
plc on 01423 325325 for further details.
Werdict: Our choice!

N B &N _N _§ 8 &8 N B §B § § B § § |

of the bag makes for easy carrying when the
bladder is full.

Opening the zip at the top reveals a 1.5 litre
bladder. Whilst undoubtedly well made, the
bladder lacks the practical features of some
other hydration systems. The opening is a push
stopper and is quite small in diameter. The tube
attaches to the bladder with a push fit and at the
other end the bite valve appears slightly odd.
This style of valve certainly works but maybe
not quite as well as the simpler, slit style.

Exiting the compartment through a reinforced
hole in the bag, the tube then threads through a
series of rubber loops on the right-hand shoul-
der strap. This works particularly well as you
can adjust the positioning of the tube to get the
bite valve where you want it. Shoulder straps
and back panel are both nicely padded and cov-
ered with neoprene. The right-hand shoulder
strap also detaches (with a snap buckle) making
it easier to take the pack off. Contrasting chunky
zips and stitching combine to give this well
made pack a rugged look. The embroidered
logo adds a dash of colour, and with a price
just below 30 quid, this pack looks to be excel-
lent value.

& Colours: Grey/black or sand /black

& Weight (without liquid): 570g

& Retail price: £29.34

& Available from: Good cycle shops or
contact Chris at CRA on 020 8546 3301.

Werdict: The best budget buy!

CAMELBAK H.AW.G

c' ontinuing the Camelbak theme of slightly odd
product names is the H.A.W.G. This technical-
ly styled medium sized rucksack comes with two
zipped pockets. The larger of these is a basic full
length compartment, whilst the second has a
divider, small mesh pockets and a key clip. An
outer pocket of mesh material is also provided. The
sizeable bladder, kept in a velcro pouch, has all the
features of that in the Rogue, except this time it
holds a whopping three litres.

The shoulder straps are nicely padded and fea-
ture breathable fabric and elasticated loops to hold
the tube. Chest and hip straps make for a snug fit.
A moulded backpanel comes heavily padded but
does not have a breathable covering. However,
its design is intended to ventilate your back.
Additional tightening straps cross the face of the
pack and keep everything as slimline as possible.
Neat touches such as the strings on the zips match-
ing the yellow on the logo help with the overall
look of what is actually a fairly high quality item,
albeit the heaviest and most expensive bag here.

& Colours: Black, Crimson

& Weight (without liquid): 965g

& Retail price: £89.99

& Available from: Cycle shops or contact
Zyro plc on 01423 325325 for further details.
Werdict: For the affluent off-roader!




GETTING BLADDERED

CAMELBAK FLAHSFLO

itting round your waist the Flashflo holds 1.4

litres in a compact pouch. An expandable zip
pocket provides enough space to carry a small
snack (though not a lot else), and contains a
clip to hold your keys. The bladder is kept in a
zipped pouch, with the tube exiting through a
hole in the side. The Flashflo’s bladder does not
come with the large ‘Omega’ opening found on
other Camelbak products, but the screw top is
large enough to fit ice cubes through.

The material used appears quite strong but
unfortunately the tube is again glued in place. At
the other end a large-opening bite valve combines
with an in-line (on/off) valve to flow liquid as

and when you want it. The waist belt is covered
in a breathable mesh and features two plastic
clips to hold the drinks tube. Although the tube is
long enough to run over the shoulder, we would
like to see the Flashflo come with a lapel clip to
keep the tube up near your mouth.

Should you not like wearing a bag on your
back whilst riding, this seems like a good alterna-
tive. Little details like reflective strips and a sewn
on logo patch help with the styling on this well
made product.

& Colours: Mango, Blue

& Weight (without liquid): 345g

& Retail price: £29.99

& Available from: Cycle shops or contact
Zyro plc on 01423 325325 for further details.
Werdict: Good alternative!

'HYDRATION TIPS

< Flush out the entire system after every ride. If possi-
ble take off the bite piece and give it a‘thorough clean.
& Most manufacttrers recommend bakmo soda
for cleaning out the bladder. In our experience
products such as baby bottle steriliser or the
steriliser for home-brewing kits do a better job.
@ Brush kits are available from some of the special-
ist manufacturers. The long, narrow one for cleaning
the tube is especially useful.

@ Some bladders may be weakened if filled with
hot liquids. Check before you buy.

@ Don’t put tools or hard objects in the bladder
compartment.

I> TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

© Large-opening bladders are easiest to fill,
especially when it comes to adding ice cubes.
& Make sure that the bladder is inserted the right
way up. We know it’s obvious, but the tube should
feed from the bottom of the pack.

© When wearing the system make sure that the tube
is within easy reach. Especially important if you've
clipped it to your clothing.

@ Don'’t leave the bladder out in the sun, otherwise
the rubber may perish.

& There are various sports-drinks on the market
which claim to re-hydrate you, but arguably the
best drink is plain old water.

& Whatever drink you put in your pack, experts rec-
ommend drinking at least one litre of water for every
hour of heavy exercise.

guided tours
Intains of

RIDE THE EXPERIENCE

ke oneand
' ride hard for ! ours!

= models available
- Clothing &
ervicing & MOT - Rider Training

98-108 Pinner Road, Harrow

CO“I‘I COIIins Tel: 020 8861 1666

www.colincollins.co.uk
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As the opening round of the 2002 Woeorld Enduro
Championship draws ever closer, Britain’s championship
hopeful David Knight is certainly keeping himself busy...

Busy buying a house and testing in the sun!

here have been one or two changes to

the UFO Corse Belgarda Yamaha team in

recent months. Firstly, as you may already
know, reigning World 250cc four-stroke champion
Stephane Peterhansel has left to drive for Nissan
France and won't be competing in the 2002 World
Enduro Championship after all. Having previous-
ly expressed a strong interest in moving up to the
400cc class, I get the impression that the UFO boss
Vito Consoloni is understandably, a bit miffed
at his decision, as he was expecting to retain
Monsieur Peterhansel’s services.

Turns out that Stephane didn’t get the nod from
Nissan until the middle of December and as most
teams sort their rider line-ups between the ISDE
and the end of the year, the UFO Yamaha team
has had little time to find a replacement rider. I
think the main reason why they’re gutted though
is because they had a few of the world’s top four-
stroke riders interested in joining the team, but
they turned them down to retain Stephane.

Personally, I think it’s a shame Stephane is
leaving because I became quite good friends with
him last year. Despite being a French national
hero he’s actually a really down-to-earth guy.

Along with Peterhansel the team has parted
company with last year’s 125cc rider Fausto
Scovolo. Fausto struggled with a knee injury for
most of 2001 and had a poor season as a result.
Replacing Scovolo is Frenchman Marc Germain,
while Swedish newcomer Matts Andreasson
will compete as the team’s 400cc rider.

Matts will be a completely new face to the
enduro world as he’s spent the last umpteen
years racing Swedish, Italian, European and
World Championship motocross. All I know
about him is that he’s from Goteborg in Sweden

and used to be a Nordic skier at National level
until he was 16. From the little time I've spent
with him he seems a nice guy, although I think
it’ll take him a little while to adjust to life in the
forest. He’s certainly quick though.

Peter Bergvall and Mario Rinaldi will also be
staying with the team and while Peter and I will
be staying put in our respective classes (250cc
four-stroke and 250cc two-stroke), Mario will be
moving from the 400cc class to the over 500cc
four-stroke division on a modified WR426.

The bike that hell ride will feature a Rinaldi
Racing crank and other mods which will take
the engine displacement to just over 500cc (the
Rinaldi brothers run Yamaha’s open class MX
team). Because the engine produces so much
power the team has been busy trying both YZ and
WR gearboxes, and combinations of both, to find
the best way of using the power. At the moment
the bike’s a bit top secret so I can’t say too much
more. I did however get a chance to have a quick
ride on it during a recent team testing session in
Spain. And the thing is certainly powerful - so
much so that I didn’t need to change gear once
around our short mock special test.

Along with all the other team members I spent
nine days in Marbella and Malaga at the end of
January in preparation for the Spanish round of
the World Championship. Although most of the
time was taken up testing suspension, we all got
some quality saddle time in the dry. With four
different motocross tracks to choose from and
with a mass of off-road terrain at our disposal,
most of the week was spent riding against the
clock on short minute-long special tests.

As for my bike, things look to be pretty much
the same as last year. Starting out as a YZ250, the
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only notable changes will be made to the suspen-
sion, exhaust and crank. Like last year I'll run

a slightly heavier crank and a slightly longer
silencer to mellow the motor, while Solva will
again be supplying the team with suspension.

The team are now using CRD exhaust systems
on the two-stroke as well as the four-stroke bikes,
but as we still have some different systems to
test, [ won’t know exactly what set-up the race
bike will use until the first round of the Italian
championship.

Riding as a member of an Italian team means
that the Italian National Championship is
extremely important. Not as important as the
World Champs obviously, but important nonethe-
less. Personally, I found it a bit difficult to get
motivated for the races last year because all non-
Italians don’t get counted in the individual class
results - only in the overall classification. The
events however are excellent. And with many of
them being better than world rounds, the huge
numbers of people that turn out to watch each
race makes them extremely enjoyable to ride.
The competition is about as good as it gets too.

For 2002 there are six rounds to the Italian
Championship: two, two-day events and four
one-day events. Unfortunately, three of the
rounds clash with British Championship races
which means that a ride at the Breckland - one
of my favourite UK events - is out of the ques-
tion. I probably won’t be able to ride the Hafren
or the Natterjack either - with the world title
being my number one goal in 2002, I've got to go
where the competition is, even if I would rather
be riding at home. I say probably, as it depends on
how the opening couple of Italian races go and
whether I feel like yet more travelling.

&> TRAILBIKE NIAGAZINE

I've also been pretty busy here
on The Island as I've moved into
a new house with my girlfriend
and then spent a week practice
riding with Paul Edmondson.

Although I've only moved
about three-and-a-half miles
down the road from my ol’ man'’s place, the new
house has a great twin garage which is already
starting to fill up with bikes ‘n” bits. Being only
half a mile away from Ballaugh Bridge means I
don’t have too far to walk to watch the TT either.
Only problem is I'll be away on overseas duties
when the TT visits this year, so I'll probably not
get to see any of it.

The week spent practising on the island did
both Paul and myself good. Although we didn’t
do too much serious riding, the weather is as bad
here as it is everywhere at the beginning of the
year, but it was good to kickstart the year riding
with someone of similar ability.

Despite being rivals, in many ways I probably
get on with Paul as well as, if not better, than
anyone he competes against. At the end of the
day he’s a four-time World Champion and I've
got a lot of respect for what he’s achieved.

Having him back on the world scene should
also make things easier and more enjoyable for
me this year as well. Being able to go testing,
training or test walking with someone who
speaks English and is of a similar ability and
speed will certainly help.

Finally, although the ISDE is still a long way
off, with the appointment of a new British team
manager everyone’s thinking about which team
they’d like to ride for. I'll not make any decisions
just yet as there’s a lot of races between then and
now, but what I can tell you is that I have three
choices; one: to ride (if I'm selected), for the
British Trophy team, two: to ride in a club team
like last year, and three: to ride as a member of a
manufacturer’s team. But I'll let you in on a little
secret - a return to the British squad is looking
favourite at the moment... DI

Stop the View
| nt re gef ek

Off—road Motorbike Tours in Andorra and the Spanish Pyrenees.

« Full Packages inc/ex Travel
4 Star Hotel, Meals, Bikes,
Gear, Fuel Inclusive

€6 ['ve been riding for
20 years, and never
imagined it could be

| Weel/Weekend Tours this good.. 29
All Abilities Welcome
Ladies-Only Week in June G. Lannie

.-

Suppanting the spoxt

EXC,XR,DRZ,WR ...
CRF 450 to enduro spec.
We supply a full range of Motocross, Enduro,

Supermoto, Quads, Road.

HONDA, YAMAHA, SUZUKI, KTM,
KAWASAKI, HUSOQVARNA, APRILLIA,
DUCATI, CAGIVA, EMW, BUELL, MV
AGUSTA,L ETC ...

® Trade enquiries welcome!

® Free delivery 150 miles!

® Any UK delivery arranged.

® Finance subject to status.

® Full VAT receipt with every bike!

EXCELLENT
PRICES!!

01245 420 600
Fax 01245 423 063

Email

sales@gtsracing.com

www.gtsracing.com




DOES YOUR LEG ACHE?
BUY AN ELECTRIC START!

DRZ400 YOSHIMUIRA

Full Range of
Suzuki Off Road
LOWERING machines in stoc
LINK AVAILABLE
FOR DRZ 400S/E
RING FOR DETAILS ¢

SUZUKI

23-25 Station Hill, Chi ham, (€r=D Performance Centre
9 V?Iill?: SI:HSCI ;Erg)en it Yoshimuira Off Road Performance

’ 2 Clothing & Accesories
Phone: 01249 657575 Fax: 01249 443643 Coming Soon: Radiator Protectors for DRZ & WRF

Everything for the Trail
Enduro & Off-Road Rider
KTM, CRM & DRZ Specialists

Oakleys Yard, Beech Ave, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10 2AX Tel or Fax 0115 973 2466

CRM250 Mk2

IF YOU ARE SELLING YOUR
BIKE — GIVE US A CALL,
WE PAY GOOD MONEY
FOR GOOD BIKES!

NEW STOCK OF TOP QUALITY
USED JAP TRAIL BIKES HERE NOW!

Honda CRM250 MKk1, 2, 3, & AR

Honda XR250 Elect Start New £3850
Honda XR250 Elect Start Used from £2695
Suzuki DR250RS Elect Start from £2395
Yamaha TTR250 Elect Start from £2295
Yam 225 Serrow Elect Start from £2395
Suzuki DRZ400S New Only £3760

QUALITY USED CRM'S & NON NEW & USED BIKES CURRENTLY IN STOCK
CRM Mk1 from £1,595  BETA 200ALP New £2,850
CRM Mk2 from£1,795 DRZ400S New £3,760
CRM Mk3 from £2,395 99 KTM 300 EXC £2,350
CRM AR from£3,195 02 KTM 300 EXC £3,795

OUR USED BIKES ARE FULLY SERVICED, ON THE ROAD & GUARANTEED

CALL/EMAIL FOR COLOUR
BIKE, CLOTHING &
ACCESSORIES BROCHURES

sales@leisuretrail.co.uk www.leisuretrail.co.uk

LL RANGE
OF OFF ROAD HELMETS, BOOTS &
CLOTHING IN STOCK

SUZUKI DRZ 400
FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES SPARES &
GOODIES IN STOCK PHONE / E-MAIL FOR LIST

FINANCE ARRANGED - QUOTES ON REQUEST.
ALL MAJOR CREDIT/DEBIT CARD:

SIWO0 STROKE PIPES AND SILENCERS

:QR FULL PRODUCT LISTINGS GO TO:

n ™

Rallye—Raid Rallye—Raid Rallye—Raid Rallye—Raid Rallye—Raid Rallye—Raid
OPTIC TUNISIAN RALLY/RAID, 5— |4APRIL 2002, - ORPI MoROCCAN RALLY/RAID, 4—9 JUNE 2002.
PHONE FOR DETAILS ON BIKES, PREP & SUPPORT FuLLy INC ORPI RAID PACKAGE ON TTR250 €:2660 (£1700)

T XT XTZ TENERE amcarin A2

AFRICA TWIN
ENGINE REPAIRS/REBUILDING HONDA & YAMAHA PARTS - GLOBAL DELIVERY
WHEEL BUILDING-EXCEL-TALON-S’'MOTO

SUSPENSION-SPRINGS-SHOCKS-FORKS
CALIPER REPAIRS-DISCS-HOSES

TYRES H-D-TUBES-MICH DESERTS
STAINLESS EXHAUSTS & HEADERS
BASH PLATES-CRASH BARS-FRAME MODS
CUSTOM WIRIING-LIGHTING-IGNITION

TOURATECH PRODUCTS STOCKED
RALLY & EXTENDED SCREENS
HEAVY DUTY LUGGAGE SYSTEMS
WATER & FUEL STORAGE SYSTEMS

TEL 01892 853913

bigbluecoach@hotm

Chris Scott Masterpieces (You need these books) Adventure Motorcycling
Sahara Overland Guide £23 inc P&P. Chris’s Website:' .adveneure-motorcycling com

NEW VIDEO ‘CALL OF THE WILD’ Outback Canada 30 minutes £12 inc P&P

* Always Wanted & for Sale - Tenere, TT, 600E, XR, XTZ750 *
Monday-Friday IOam—7pm Closed Sat & Sun weekends are for servicing my coach in the cold’
FOR SALE KTM Rallye full rally prep 1997, £2K engine build, £3,500 — BMW F650 GS SCALBER RALLYE NEW £10,000
YAMAHA XTZ 850,Touring/Rally Bike, TRX Motor, 50mm Magnum Forks, £3,495
Various TENERE, all models £1,750-£4,500 (std & prepared)

> HEAD PIPE & SILENCER

performance enhan

TRAIL & ENDURO FOUR STROKE SILENCERS

> HEAD PIPE & SILENCER

MANUFACTURER: DEP PIPES TEL: 01622 765353

,’K DISTRIBUTOR: CI SPORT TEL: 01372 378000

SILENCER

AlL: Sales@DEPpipes.com

WW\W. Eleppipes .carm
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JIMAIM
(ESSEX)
01787 460 671

GARY GROVER
MOTORCYCLES
(NEWBURY)
01488 658 667

S&S RACING

(SHREWSBURY)
01743 246 009

N DAV KVCLARKE RACING

01332 679 958
NORTHERN TRAILBIKES

L TELEPHONE 01772 612 118

TrailTech Panoram Computer
Tho UK's loading purpese built
Metercycie and ATV Computer.

Off Road Hardware
Puise Racing Preducts
GPR Stabilizers
Cycra Bark Busters
Cycra Handshields
Plus much, much more

Dakar Lighting Kits
bt e eadight fimaing R PoBoYE
oty IN STORE NOW

Kits for GRF-XR / YZ-WR / DRZ
Dual Sport - MX - Enduro - Supermoto - Woridwide - CALL 01642 554534

GET DIRTY THIS WEEKEND!!

RX125 E1795 XR600 EPRO5

RX125 £1895 Hc;nda Africa Twin £2495
A:D'Jja RX125 £2195 Husgvarra TE350 £1895
Honda X125 £895 Husqvarma TE410 £2495
Honda CRM 125 £1495 Kawasaki KMX200 £995
Honda CRM 125 £1595 Yamaha XT225 £1695
Hoxh XR280 £2395 Yamaha TIR250 £1995
Honda XL600 £1395 Yamaha  TI350 £1695
Honda XL600 £1595 Yamaha  XT600 £995
Honda X600 M £1895 Yamaha  XT600 £1305
Honda X1600 M £1995 Yamaha  XT600 £1495
Honda XR600 £2195 Yamaha  TT600 £1595!
Honda XR600 £2195 Yamaha  TT600 £1795
Honda XR600 £2295 Yamaha  XTZ660 1905

NEW STOCK CONSTANTLY ARRIVING - PHONE FCR DETAILS

TEL: 01202 826045 / 01202 820009 EAX: 01202 820009
QONQUEST MOTCRCYCLES, UNIT 1, VICTCRY CLOSE, WOCLSERIDGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
‘THREE LHGGED CROSS, WIMBORNE, DORSET BEH21 6SX

As recommended by all ot:her-

motorcycle magazines

MOTORCYCLES

£3734
£3796
£3827
£3827
£4450

GAS GAS ENDURO 125
GAS GAS ENDURO 200
GAS GAS ENDURO 250
GAS GAS ENDURO 300
GAS GAS ENDURO 400

OVER 100 NEW & USED BIKES
IN STOCK
VERY LOW FINANCE DEALS
— RING FOR DETAILS

Telephone 01909 567125
Unit |, Monksbridge Park
Monksbridge Road

-VE Dinington, Sheffield S25 3QS

NO MORE WET FEET!

Keep warM and dey with « o o
Gore-tex Socks Boot Liners
: B \WATERPROOF!
| BREATHABLE!
¥ HARDWEARING
ONLY
1 £22.99
A PAIR

+£2.99 POST&PACKING

| WE ALSO STOCK

HEAVY DUTY GORE-TEX®

TROUSERS, LEATHER,

GORE-TEX® LINED GLOVES,
] GORE-TEX® BIB ‘N’ BRACE

TROUSERS ETC., BUY ON-LINE AT OUR SECURE

SHOPPING WEBSITE . . .

www.amy-stores.com

SEE THE NEW SAS OMNICLIMA® RACE JACKET
100% WATERPROOF, BETTER BREATHABILITY

THAN GORE-TEX, EVEN AFTER 15 WASHES. ~——
HEAVY DUTY CORDURA, TEFLON® COATED

MATERIAL. MADE IN ENGLAND! ;

TEL: 0870 4430365
FAX: 01283 535616 85

STATION STREET/CROSS STREET, BURTON UPON TRENT DE14 1BT

& Eurotek KTM

The North of England’s leading solus KTM dealer with
product support and customer care second to none.
WE KNOW KTM -WE RIDE KTM
WE LIVE KTM
We are also stockist of the following products call us for
our specials on selected products in our store.

Enduro Engineering MSR Clothing
| OF3 Clothing WER Products
KTM SOFT SEATS £75

MSR GORTEX CLOTHING IN STOCK

We also have special package dedls to convert your bike
for Supermoto and Fast Eddy events.

Contact us for further details

ALL MODELS IN STOCK NOW

CONTACT US ON 01765 608209
OR EMAIL: INFO@EUROTEKKTM.COM
16 CAMPHILL CLOSE, DALLAMIRES LANE
RIPON HG4 QY

motosupplies
01524 825093
Fl ondee @ Husqvarna

er—.s
New Bikes - Special Deals
IUSQ. TE400 ‘01 with Motard Wheels/Tyres etc
IUSQ. TC570 ‘02 with Motard Wheels/Tyres etc
HUSQ. SM570RR race Bike c/w road kit

S/H Bikes
HUSQ. SM6105 ‘01 Warranty
HUSQ. SM1255 ‘01 Warranty
KTM Duke 620 P reglOwner-l-someklds bikes
Performance + Homologated Exhausts
YZ/WR TE/TEE XTZ/XT SMS

KLX/KLR EXG XR EGS

XRV BMW/G5 XLV VOR

NX TIR DR/DRZ TDM
+ Road bikes + scooters

PO Box 76 Carnforth LA5 8XD
Tel 01524 825 093 Fax 01524 824 723
www.motosupplies.com

IESIICE SMALES, PARTS &  ACCESSORIES

[HiNESE.
ACEIIiD

SCOTTLISA

2002 Range
Now in Stock!

2002 Range

Now in Stock!
At

2001 RANGE TO CLEAR
(subject to stock availability)

2002 Range
Now in Stock!

Coyate

104 High Street

Stevenage

Herts - =

e il ww.bikestop.co.uk
TEL: 01438 317038




EIKE SALES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES

INTERNATIONAL IMPORTS LTD
www.trailbikes.supanet.com
pauldbates @supanet.com

THANKYOU TO ALL AT DIAMONDS MCC FOR THE
ORGANISATION AND PLANNING OF THE BOGBUSTERS
WINTER RALLY
New DT175MX £2100 on the road
New XT350 £2995 on the road
DRZ 400E new and second hand 9 of — phone for details
TW200’s NEW — phone for details

XT600’s  TTR 250 Raids
DR200 Suzuki’s ~ CRM 250 Mk2
Rickman Zundapp ~ XL.250 Degree

Plus lots more
OFF ROAD EXPERIENCE DAYS BIKES
— ENJOY BOGS, RUTS, CLIMBS, RIVERS & MUD!
BIKES AND ALL THE KIT FROM £75
CORPORATE DAYS, LADIES DAYS — LOADS OF FUN.
GET OUT AND GET DIRTY!
LIFE IS NOT A REHEARSAL DO IT NOW! WITH
BOGBUSTERS INTERNATIONAL.
GREY TRAILBIKE SECONDHAND & NEW SPARES
CHAINS SPROCKETS BRAKES EXHAUSTS KIT ETC.

FOR ALL THIS
DIRTY BUSINESS AND
A WHOLE LOT MORE
WHO YOU GONNA CALL

BOGBUSTERS
01477 500777

BOGBUSTERS

& _,, A __ &P

% EVERYTHING FOR ENDURO & MOTO-X %

() HUSQVARNA MAIN DEALER (i

All models available from stock
ENDURO/SUPER MOTARD/MOTO-X KIDS BIKES
Please phone for prices and brochure
VERY LOW RATE FINANCE DEALS
P/Ex welcome
HUSKY TE 400 2002 £4995

WE WANT YOUR USED ENDURO BIKE - CASH WAITING
ALL YAMAHA'S/HONDAS AND SUZUKIS STILL SUPPLIED
02 YAMAHA WR 426F 02 HONDA CRF 450
02 YAMAHA WR 250F 02 HONDA XR 650
02 YAMAHA WR 250Z 02 HONDA XR 400
02 YAMAHA TTR 600 02 HONDA CR 250
02 YAMAHA TTR 250 02 SUZUKI DRZ 400
CLOTHING & ACESSORIES & TYRES ALL COMPETITIVE PRICES
Very low rate finance — please call for a quote

OAKLEY
ACEI3iD| MICHELIN |

CALL NOW gz siasseongar orm s

4

£3950 PER WEEK
RING FOR A LERFLET
00 346 218 21000
OR EMAIL
fellsandra@hotmail.com

2
=

I,:kl{lll |
EXPERIENGED GUIE
BOURIN |ANI RSIC
G

| B =

MAS
M

O Boad Matsreyete Speciatisr
WALES’ LEADING OFF-ROAD MOTOR CYCLING SPECIALIST

FINANCE EXAMPLE:
PRICE £4,838.00
DEPOSIT £99.00 X 36 MONTH = £152-45 per month.
APR 14%
Bikes available from the shop, TM racing, VOR Husaberg, sherco trials bike
Sales, service & Accessories
We are now authorised dealers for the following

S grra?

RACEwWARE

. HusABER
]
Greg Thomas racing
Pentrebach Road, merthyr Tydfil, Mid Glamorgan CF48 1YB

Tel: 01685 722773 Mobile: 07971 104804 Fax: 01685 373177
www.gregthomasracing.co.uk

EEEIEE SMALES, PARTS &  ACCESSORIES

NTO T <

NTEIT L TN

www.motomerlin.co.uk

IONDA XR 400R
| HONDA XR 650R
1ONDA XR 600R
UZUKI DRZ 400S
\MAHA TT 600E NEW £3550
MAHA TT 600R FROM £3650
MAHA WR 426 INC FACTORY ROAD KIT ........ NEW £4449
VIAHA XT 600E NEW £3199
MAHA TT 250R NEW £3599
S GAS EC 400 FSE NEW £4449
S GAS PAMPERA NEW MODEL NEW £2599
.S GAS ENDURO 2002 EC -.FROM £3499
S GAS SUPERMOTO 250 NEW £3899
TA ALP 200 UK BIKE NEW £2799
Vi 640 SM, HUSKY SM 610 ..cceommmneeeieeceeeeeneas NEW £NICE
S GAS, BETA, SHERCO & MONTESA TRIALS ........ ECALL
ALSO KLX 650, DOMINATOR, TRANSALP,
DT 125 @ NICE PRICES
SUPERMOTO WHEELS + BRAKES SUPPLIED
PHONE FOR LATEST DETAILS - NEW BIKES -
2001/02 MODELS - E&OE
1LIN MOTORCYCLES FREE CATALOGUE PHONE/FAX: 01403 257 626

NEW £3650
NEW £4399
NEW £3899
NEW £3599

mma
vIsA

NEW

CGILERA APACHE 125
EXCELLENT ALL-ROUNDERS
ELECTRIC & KICK START
DISC BRAKES FRONT & REAR

NOT YOUR AVERAGE 125
RIDES & SJOUNDJS LIKE A 200
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

£ 1995.00

F.C.TROTT MOTORCYCLES
551 PINNER ROAD
NORTH HARROW , MIDDX , HA26EQ

0208 8635644

.

TRAIL BIKE & ENDURO MAGAZINE

& FOR ALL ENDURO - MOTO-X - TRAIL NEEDS + MORE
PARTS & SERVICE SPECIALISTS — LARGEST UK STOCKIST OF E.C. SPARES

FOR BEST DEALS ON NEW & USED BIKES
NEW EC 2002 FROM £3485  NEW PAMPERA MK3 £2575

>55>555555> 400 FOUR STROKE ARRIVING SOON <<<<<<<<<<

01895 253 963

raa.  GASGASEC300/01  CR250/01 + SPARES
5 CRM 250AR/99  CR 250/99 FULL ENDURO
VOR. 503-E/99  KIMEXC125/99 w
KTM 400-.C4/98 ~ KTMPROSENIOR/00 <
ALL ENQUIRES PHONE DAVID (01895) 253963/07956 393322

s

WANTED FOR CASH!!!!
ALL ON/OFF ROAD BIKES

ANY CONDITION, ANY AGE,
ANYWHERE

INSURANCE WRITE OFFS
MOT FAILURES
ACCIDENT DAMAGED

PLEASE CALL ANYTIME
FOR SPARES
FOR PROMPT ATTENTION

07767 862924/01903 732485

FULL RANGE MOTO-X

ENDURO, SUPER MOTARD
& ROAD

series winner David Knight in 2001, °
Under 21 British Champion Wayne Smith
All exhaust systems are hand made in Belgum

N\

tm and VOR Main Dealers
Parts and accessories for Moto X,
Enduro, Trail and Trials.

DEALERS FOR:

PRO GRIP, SHARK, ¥EMAR, SINISALO,
ACERBIS, PIADORRA, APICO, UFO,

TOE RAG CASUAL CLOTHING & TOOLS,
REPTILE WATCHES & WALLETS,

AND MANY MORE.

Tel: 01425 474800

Fax: 01425 461692 Email:mail@inchains.co.uk
Unit 9 Hightown Industrial Estate,

Crow Arch Lane, Ringwood, BH24 1NZ




EEIIKE SALES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES

Worldwide mail order

YAMAHA

SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD GEAR
ANSWER ¢ ALPINE STARS ¢ SBS ¢ ND

ARAI ¢ ACERBIS ¢ NO FEAR ¢ RENTHAL.
REIKON ¢ MSR « ROCKOIL ¢ IZUMI * YOKO

117 Brighton Road. Surbiton, Surrey KT6 5NJ
reL: 0208 399 0630 rax: 0208 296 0704

e-mail: motoward @cs.com

Specialist supplier of enduro & overland equipment
www.motoward.co.uk

=3

e

ADVENTURE in store....

Have fun and improve your riding skils
without losing your licence! Bring your
friends — we supply the bikes and can
take 4 out at a time.

Both sexes catered for — off road
at its best in wonderful
countryside in the company of
some of the best coaches/guides
available. ¢
We coach because we enjoy it— §
why don't you give it a go.
Saturday/Sunday or weekends.
Check out our brilliant website:
wessexex.co.uk or contact us by

Wessex (Off Road) Executives
Falcons Nest, Youngs Paddock, Winterslow, Salisbury,
Wiltshire SP5 1RS Telephone 01980 863303

L1
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I TRAIL/ENDURO "
1
2 ’£130.99"~,

! Handcrafted in Italy. Specially

1 developed for the UK market.

1 Ultimate combination of grip, com-
T fort and protection. Motorcross

| Specification along with Goodyear
1 Supergrip Trials Sole. This is the

1 boot trail/enduro riders have been
 dreaming about.

1 Top quality hide throughout, rust
: proof one finger fasteners, double
j stitched sole, superstrong Cordura
: Topseal.

1 Available in Black

: or Nabuk (suede)

1 SIZES 38-47

1

1 As used by Edward Jones

1 throughout 2001 and again
1in 2002

1

1 AVAILABLE DIRECT FROM
1 BINGLEY LEISURE.

1 ALL HAJOR CREDIT CARDS
1 ACCEPTED
1

Contact Bingley Leisure direct on:

Trade enquiries welcome - Tel: 01274 566122 Fax: 01274 510977
Email: sales@bingleyleisure.com - Website: www.bingleyleisure.com

N
( GADGIET
HONDA HAWASAKI & YAMANA

EUROPE’S LEADING SUPPLIER

OF FRAME GUARDS & SKID PLATES FOR ENDURO AND MOTOCROSS

(& N\

Bash Plates £49.94
Awvailable for for
DRZ400 XR250 & 400
YZF250 8 426 KTM 400/520
NEW BASH PLATE
FOR KTM 125/200 & 250/380
Skid Plates £37
for WR 200 & 250

(" CRF 450 SKID PLATES )
AND BASH PLATES
[ AVAILABLE NOW

.

2002 MODELS NOW INTOCK

Full range and Secure Onlinée Shop at

WWW.GADGETRACINGPRODUCTS. COM

E-mail info @ gadget-racing:demon.co.uk

\ MAIL ORDER Phone 01858 880345 Fax 01858 880835 ‘

L/EINT
MX e ENDURO  TRIALS ¢ SUPERMOTO

WHEELS, RIMS, SPROCKETS, CLUTCH BASKETS,
WHEEL BUILDING, SUB-CONTRACT MACHINING,
BIUET YOKES, SUPERMOTO CONVERSION KITS

TALON ENGINEERING LTD
Tel: (01935) 471508 Fax: (01935) 431825
Email: sales@talon-eng.co.uk Web: www.talon-

IEEIKE SALES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES

moroccao

ISH YOU WERE HERE?

Tel: 0191 4960869 (24 hrs)

" Email: wilderness.wheels@virgin.net
ebsite: wildernesswheels.com

BIKE SPORT
NEWCASTLE

P/EXCHANGE WELCOME

F\ & USEN SUPERMOTO'S, HUSQVARNA, KAWASAK] & SACHS

BIKES WANTED

[ONDA YAMAHA

[EW  XR250 £3499 TT 250R £3899
I[EW  XR400 £3999 NEW WR 250F £4499
NEW ~ XR650 £4299 | NEW  WR426 £4499
NEW XL 650 £4499 NEW  YZ426 £4399
NEW WX 650 £3899 = NEW  TT600R £3999
\EW  XRV750 £5499 = NEW  TT600E £3999
[EW XL 1000 £5749 | NEW  XT 600E £3499
97 SL230 £2299 = 93-96 XT225 from £1799
95 XL 250 £2099 | ‘9 TT RAID £1999
97 CRM 250AR £2999 | ‘9% TT RAID £2199
00 WX 650 £3199 | ‘97 DT 230 £2199

CRM 250l from £1699 TT 250 £1899

NEVADA MOTORCYCLE
ADVENTURES

THE TRAIL RIDING ADVENTURE OF MY LIFE!

i The best trails, | seriously doubt if they come any better
| anywhere in the world.We crossed deserts, rivers,and
Climbed mountains.The scenery, varied, stunning, something
© you have to experience to appreciate.Views, absolutely
some. From day one | was absolutely gobsmacked by the
sheer beauty. of this vast wilderness. The mountains were
imagnificent! VWe mere mortals can only stand in awe when
fivileged to witness such scenery. Perceptions of Nevada as
Death Valley’ quickly dispelled.This trip was not all biking.
Saloons always had at least one character.There is much
ore | could say about this trip. If you have even a drop of
strol R in your blood then get out there and experience it
! yourself Me, I'm going back as soon as I've got enough
brownie points with the wife.
{From: Welshman ot West’ by Mike Rees Published in Off-Road Review
Contact: 775-3594380

info@nevadamotorcycle.com

SUZUKI LEARNERS

NEW  DRZ400S £3809 | SACHS 125 £2895

NEW DRZ 400E £3699 | KYMCO 125 £2395

NEW XF 650 £3799 | DT125R £2499

‘98 DR200XC £2099 | KMX 125R £2449

‘96 DR 250XC £2199 | WRE 125 £2449
TW125 £3099

KAWASAKI RIEJU 50

NEW KL 250SM £3599 | GILERAS0

NEW  KLR650 £3499

FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM
ONLY £25 DEPOSIT

= 3
ven @

TANGIERS SPAIN GIBRALTAR

o ‘r DEF A‘UV\H

(| DRZ 400

NG Y Wil o

fi £750 MNCLED
FOR MORE INFORMATION
GALL ALAN ON 00 34 956 794 899
FOR URGENT CONFIRMATION OF AVAILABILITY TEXT ME ON
07944 774 882 OR EMAIL alanaur@cs.com

www.dirtrax.com




| TRAIL BIKE HOLIDAYS

FROM THE MAHERS OF
TRAILBIHE AND ENDURO MAGAZINE.. “

UI(017938122 .
SPAIN 00 34 64 242

INTRODUCING THE ALL NEW l
SUPERMOTO MAGAZINE.. ON SALE NOW!

L SRl =
Call or email for details
00 30 973 766 817 John-dd-com@cha.forthnet.gr

NORWEST TRAILS
TEL/FAX: 01599 577314

OFFROAD - WORLDWADE

Serious fun in
NEVADA - BAJA - COSTA RIC

TN TEST YOUR OFF ROAD RIDING
SKILLS TO THE LIMIT ON OUR EXCLUSIVE
SCOTTISH HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN TRAILS.

Plus the world's widest choice of road tours NOVICE GROUPS WELCOME “1
d mot le hi
b PACKAGE INCLUDES:
Tel: 01256 770775 Fax: 01256 771773 © 2 FULL DAYS GUIDED TRAILS |
_ http://www.hctravel.com email: david@hctravel.com ® g[:IEGH;rRsEB&B INC ALL MEALS ”
L]
POH-C Travel i : PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS - 01599 577314 |

ZZF Robinsons) Z5F

DEMO’S MAIN AGENTS ?
AVAILABLE I
=P I
‘!‘

ZRIDGESTONE <5y 7z=> ?‘T
I

(ST A ~<DIADORA ‘

Full range of CCM’s available including new R30 S-Moto
=2 Also DRZ’s 400 available
Full XR range at Yeovil & Gloucester. Ring for best deal. Broadoak road, Canterbury, Kent CT2 7QG
Full CCM range inc. R30 Demo at Yeovil. Tel: Richa'rd on 012?7’ 7662%‘; @
Power-up, Lowering Kits, Supermoto wheels, exhausts etc. 7,

www.robinsonsfoundry.co.uk
YEOVIL 01935 474998 GLOUCESTER 01452 313131 Email: sales@robinsonsfoundry.co.uk

To find your nearest groups send a 9x5 SAE
to Colin Patient, |4 Ryecroft Close,

pius: The SM Guide: vour guide to all the ' |
Woodley, Reading. RG5 3BP

Inside  gupermotos on the market - new & used

KEXTS ETNCLUDE.

FLASHER }KIT

Head Lamp with Flashers
Tail Lamp with Flashers
Full Wiring Loom

R e AnRee g g ? ) TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP

L/R Hydro Brake Switches
Electric Hol

FEET DOES NOT ? 2 )
NEED BATTER W™ S Members ride road-legal motorcycles in small groups to explore those
STOCK K \ \
Full Wiring Loo

Handlle Bat Switch Gear

F/R Hiydro Brake Switches
Electric Ho

100 PERCENT SUPERMOTO \
Sm BHHES /| GEAR / PRODUCTS il
Bl MONTHLY A5 SIZE I

|

The national campaigning group for trail riders.

green lanes with vehicular rights, for recreation (not competition) and to
enjoy the countrside. Please see www.trf.org.uk

KiTs FoR L
StizUk DRZAOO Suzuki DRZAOOE

KW i 220550, Vindms TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP

KDX200/2:

oNn SALE Now ‘
2.60 FROM ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS ‘ i
i

15 GRESLEY CLOSE. DRAYTON FIELDS,

o000 0

DAVENTRY. NORTHANTS - Wanted ~ volunteers to lobby Government and MPs, and to liaise with
Councils and other bodies, research lanes, lead rides etc. Training available.

TO SUBSCRIBE CALL 020 1903 3993




TESTED: Donjoy
Extreme Knee Brace

Here at the TBM office, I'm the exception. I don’t
just mean that I'm the only one who does any work
around here - that's taken as read - no, I'm the only
one of the four TBM test riders who doesn’t wear
knee braces. At least I was until the beginning of
February this year. Clive, Si Pavey and Crasher all
protect parts of their delicate anatomies with artifi-
cial devices of one form or another. But up until
recently I hadn’t bothered.

Because knee braces are one of those things that
don’t actually improve your riding, sharpen up your
reflexes, or speed up your bike. In fact knee braces
don’t do anything at all except (hopefully) prevent
you from getting injured. The trouble is that most
people usually start wearing them after an accident.
Certainly that’s what Crasher did after his kneecap
came into collision with a bike’s axle and his anterior
cruciate ligament snapped like a dried twig.

Knee braces are I suppose, the equivalent of fitting
a bashplate to your bike. It’s purely a form of passive
safety device to save you much pain and payouts in
the long run. A type of insurance if you will; you pay
a certain amount up front with the hope that you'll
gain in the long term. Of course no manufacturer
can truly guarantee that you won't get injured whilst
wearing their product, but as the old adage puts it:
prevention is better than cure!

So what exactly is a knee brace? Well as the name
implies it's a device for bracing (or reinforcing) the

complicated knee joint. It does this by using a hinged
support which straps to your leg both above and
below the knee, and it works by limiting the amount
of flex of the knee joint. Knee braces don’t eliminate
all sideways flex but they do make sideways flex
much more difficult. However, the crucial aim of

the brace is really to stop your knee joint from over
extending (ie bending past the point of no return) -
leading to damage of the ligaments. This they do in
a very simple manner by having a hinge (or in fact

a pair of hinges - there’s one on either side of each
knee) which only go so far - then stop. Replaceable
inserts in the hinges allow you to tailor the amount
of movement you wish to allow.

Most knee braces are what they call ‘passive’, but
the ones T tested are called ‘active’ (don’tcha’ just
love those marketing guys?) - because their design
apparently prevents your lower leg bone (the tibia)
from being drawn forward and rotated (at the knee)
whereupon the ligament is more vulnerable to dam-
age (so they tell me). They manage this by strapping
your lower leg-bone, backwards towards the lower
part of the brace - which sits behind your leg. Most
braces apparently, sit in front of the leg (at the bot-
tom), and aren’t therefore as good (it’s claimed) at
preventing this damage from occurring.

Biology lesson over with, what we have then is a
pair of lightweight aluminium hoops, articulated in
the centre and held in place by five support straps
each. Added to that is a pair of optional knee/shin
protectors which obviously take the place of your
existing knee pads.

The Donjoy braces I used are available off the
shelf in various sizes and it’s simply a matter of

Safety Goggles

These safety goggles came to us via Uvex dealers
Magnum Motor Co. Despite them being a very
attractive shape with good anti scratch/anti-fog
coatings we're not entirely sure that we’d use them
for riding in as they're not very flexible in the case
of a fall. Also the rubber is likely to become uncom-
fortable against your face if worn for a long time.
However they do offer a huge amount of protection
against flying debris, as it would take a heavy blow
to break the lenses.

For those who don't like wearing goggles, Uvex
also produce safety spectacles. Whilst not having the
style of something like Oakley sunglasses (or the
goggles shown here) they offer decent protection
and come with a range of features. The anti-scratch
and anti-fog coatings are particularly useful for trail
riders, and the adjustable rake on the lens is a nice
touch. An added bonus (over wearing goggles)
is the increase in peripheral vision that you get.
Magnum sell both the safety spectacles and the
goggles pictured for £19.99 including a case. Call
them on 01252 545941 for more details.

measuring around your thigh (six inches above your
kneecap) and then ordering a pair. I suppose my
biggest fear before wearing the braces was that
they’d be uncomfortable to use, and so bulky that
they’d get in the way.

For anyone who's never strapped on a pair of
braces before (like me), the fitting procedure seems
complex and long-winded at first (you have to apply
the numbered straps in the correct order). But in fact
once you get used to fitting them, it becomes almost
second nature, and you can slip on a brace in well
under a minute per leg.

Initial reaction felt a little strange at first as I
walked around the TBM office in them, but getting
tp and down stairs was no problem and apart from
eeling a small amount of pressure on the outside of
ach knee bone, I can honestly say they didn’t affect
me. I was pleased to find that they easily slipped
inder a set of riding jeans, and actually were no
1ore bulky than a decent set of knee protectors.

I wore the braces for the rest of the day, and then
n the day T was due to first ride in them (at the
nowrun Enduro), I put them on good and early.
juckling up my riding boots felt a little uncomfort-
ble on one of the braces, so I slackened off the strap

little and that seemed fine. Then I joined the queue
f riders lining up at the start.

That was the last I felt of the braces for most of the
ay, until about half an hour before the finish when

remembered [ was wearing them. Despite miles
f paddling through deep ruts, sticking my leg out
round every corner and at one point having to
neel down to dig my bike out of a rut so deep, the
~at was below ground level!, I never even noticed
ey were on. They never once impeded my move-
1ent nor affected my riding though I did notice I
vas touching the bike’s tank with my knees a bit
10re than I usually do.

Taking them off afterwards, I suddenly felt quite

vulnerable. Despite years of riding without braces
[ can now understand the feelings of those people
who wouldn’t consider riding without them.

However, what did the braces actually achieve?
Did they stop me from hurting myself? Who can say,
since it’s impossible to prove a ‘negative’. I've ridden
thousands of times before without doing any serious
damage to my knees. But on the other hand the
peace of mind which comes from riding in knee
braces is certainly tangible.

Knee braces can’t stop you from injuring yourself
as Clive who is currently hobbling around on
rutches after a knee operation [despite wearing
races] is testament to). On the other hand they may
‘ell stop you from having an altogether more seri-
us accident. That’s simply conjecture.

What T will say is that I'm convinced enough to
tick with them. Once you've tried riding in them
nd experienced the ‘peace of mind’ that they offer,
s hard to imagine wanting to ride without them.

My main concern was that they’d feel bulky and
cumbersome in use, but this simply wasn't the case.
The Donjoy braces I tried were comfortable to use
once I'd swapped the optional outer knee pad for

a softer item, and I'd say it's well worth messing
around with them at first to ensure that you get a
really comfy fit.

I"'m not going to claim that they’ll feel the same
on everyone, because everyone has different shaped
legs. But I certainly got used to the sensation of
wearing them very quickly indeed. I like the fit and
feel of the braces, I like the fact that they come with
optional padding, lots of spare inserts (to alter the
amount of movement of the hinge) and a carrying
bag. I can even convince myself of the science behind
the way they work (if I try very hard). But best of all
[ like the peace of mind they offer. Don’t expect your
tank graphics to last quite as long, but it’s a small
price to pay for the protection they offer.

Only you can decide whether they’re worth the
£399 apiece (including the knee/shinguards) that
Donjoy expect for the Extreme brace. Mine came
courtesy of product testing, but in a sense because
I'hadn’t already convinced myself they were neces-
sary, that makes the evaluation even more valid. At
the end of the day, it's your knees - and you've got to
decide how you want to look after them...
TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE CE»




CRF42450 Bashpilate

UK sump-guard manufacturer Gadget Racing
have already got a CR-F bashplate (or an optional
simple skid plate) available for owners of the ncw
Honda 450 thumper. The complex alloy bashplate
which as usual comes pre-drilled, with Japanese-
style flange-headed fixings, costs £49.94 while

the simpler skid plate retails at £37, both inc VAT.
For more details of all their products contact
them on 01858 880345 or try looking them up at:
www.gadgetracingproducts.com.

E EIKE SALES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES

‘PIGS’ THE BACK-UP VEHICLE, ON TOUR

1 {

Full CCM Range XR range & QR50 in stock
604e trail & R30 demo

esme.co.uk

,M

Marchy April/May 2002 ffom £1,776
: ANDORRA/PYRENEES TOURS

" GUARD IT

Afam ‘Flex System’ Bars

Designed to reduce vibration and absorb shock,
these smart alloy bars come with what is essen-
tially a leaf spring for the crossbrace. Afam claim
that the flex damping reduces rider fatigue and,
whilst we’re not doubting that, we’d comment
that the spring also adds 43g over their non-flex
bars, bringing the weight up to 0.909kg. The bar’s
five millimetre wall thickness is stepped down
to four mill towards the bar ends, allowing a set
of handguards to be fitted. Various bends are
available in black, blue, gold, silver, or titanium
colourings, and the bar pad is included in the
price of £42.50 plus VAT. Contact Bike Torque
Racing on 01373 464252 for availability.

DR-Z Case Saver

Coming from Australian company B&B is this
metal ‘case saver’ chain guard. Replacing the
original plastic item, it protects the engine cases
from your wildly flapping (badly adjusted) chain
- giving it something more substantial to bite
into. And won’t collect quite the amount of crud
that the OE one does. Pre-drilled, it comes with
all the mounting hardware that you require.
Whilst the idea is certainly a good one, we
weren't overly impressed with the finish of the
one that we were sent. The edges were quite
sharp and burs were left on the drilled holes. But
then at £12.77 plus VAT it’s a lot cheaper than a
set of cases. For further information contact Four
Stroke Spares on 01233 740349.
<> TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE

PRODUCTS I:

(03) 5335 8000

()

Fabtech Radiator Guards

tad guards made from 2.5mm thick

minium, anodised in black, gold or self
Will help save expensive damage to your

Fabtech Sump Guard
Manufactured from 3mm thick Aircraft grade
T6 aluminium. Tough, but only 950g in weight.
To fit Suzuki DRA0Z/ZE/LS price £65 —+P&P.

Ta

ator. All fixings and fitting instructions
ncluded. Prices start from £43 +P&P.
To fit Suzuki DRA00Z/ZE/IS
and some KTM models.

S

Please ring for details.
ech Engineering, London Hill Farm, London Road, Stockbridge, Hampshire 020 6RN
Telephone 01264 810257 Fax 01264 844 497

June to end September 2002

‘ 5.Days/6 Nights £1.200

~ TRANS-SPAIN TOURS

Starting July. Details, prices etc.,
will be available from mid-February

For further information
please contact SU on (00376) 325099
Email: motoaventures@andorra.ad
www.motoaventures.com

White Power
Suspension

Weight
108Kg with fluids

221 Sunbridge Road, Bradford
West Yorkshire, BD1 2LG

LeoVinci Titanium
Exhaust

Talon Hubs
www.vertemati.co.uk

Exclusively available from Y-Mofo
lel: 01274 201122 Fax: 01274 201121

Serious about winning?

Get some factory backing behind
your racing this season! Special
discounts and support package
available to competition riders!
See our web site for full details.

Cross 500 £5,695
Enduro E501 £5,895

‘Racing




TBIVM got offered the chance to try out the
fst!lnnlnglg beautlful 2002 vertematl E501

weekend’s rail rldlng...

Taking an ultimate dirt bike and riding it

for two hard days on some of the finest
trails in Britain. Slogging through thick mud,
over rocks, across bogs and wading waist
deep through streams swollen by winter rain.
Though, for the importers it was probably their
worst nightmare. A couple of days beforehand,
they seemed concerned about where we attached
the tie-downs when we went to collect the bike!
If only they could see it now. It may have started
life as precious cargo, but right now the new
Vertemati E501 was getting a thorough pasting
in the best TBM tradition. And we were loving
every minute of it...

That Was Then...

Back in the late ‘80s two volatile and charismatic
brothers were helping lead the resurgence of
four-strokes in World Motocross. Long before
Husky re-gained the world crown from the 500cc
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I t was the sort of test you only dream about.

Story & Pics: Simon l'iveg

two-stroke brigade, Walter Bartolini holeshot a
GP on a Husaberg tuned by the then Italian Berg
Importers, the Vertemati Brothers. Not long after-
wards, the brothers dropped Husaberg and set
out to produce their own GP bike, and so began
the story of a whole new Italian dirt bike.

Initially the Vertemati brothers joined forces
with specialist road bike builder Bimota and
launched Vertemati Off Road, which we now
know simply as VOR. But the tie-up was short
lived and before long they broke away again
and began producing their very own bike - the
aptly named Vertemati.

Throughout it all their aim has been to pro-
duce the highestspecified, most innovative and
competitive machine their minds can dream up.
They are not interested in ma -market appeal
or cost saving measures, but purely
believe to be the ultimate dirt bike.

In that spirit, enter the world of the Vertemati
E501: a liquid-cooled, 501cc single with a gear-

riven cam-train and cassette style (removable)
iearbox. The engine is wet sump and tur
in oil pump and an oil filter and holds
f oil. The top end sports tough but hghtwelg ,«
itanium valves resting in beryllium valve seats,
which contributes to the lump weighing in at a
g claimed 29kg including oil! Vertemati also boast
that the engine is just 250mm wide. All very
impressive figures for a big bore thumper.
. The ‘motori’ is slotted into a unique twin-spar
erimeter frame that is incredibly rigid and
turdy looking. The main frame rails, sub frame
nd swing-arm are all built from chrome-moly
leel. Front suspension comes courtesy of 48mm
SD WP forks with 290mm travel, while at the
lar, a WP PDS shock is bolted straight to the
Wing-arm, and boasts 327mm travel.
As you might expect on a bike such as this,

Bremi)o with thé front’isporting a 260mm

floating disc, and the rear a 220mm. With a total
claimed weight of just 116kg dry, the E501 has

«~an impressive spec sheet, but we were interest-

1 just figures so it was time to
head north . '

It’s Grim Up l\lorth... :

A unique bike required a unique test but even
s0, we were ill- prepared“f what was to come
next. With gale warnings in force and half the
country in flood we set off on the seven hour
drive to the Scottish borders where we were
due to meet up with Ipone Oil importer Vic
Noble who promised us some seriously tough
trail riding over the next couple of days.

On day one we were greeted with a torrential
downpour in which to try and get some nice
pics of our shiny new Vertemati. First impres-
sions revealed a distinctive looking silver and
red machine (though why no silver side-pan-
els?), and the build quality looked superb.
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Two days of snotty

geing was a good
workout for the

: bike...

rotate the top half of the kickstart
forwards. Sorry Vertemati, this
might work on your GP bikes, but
it is definitely not going to cut it
on an enduro or trail bike.

Next, better check the fuel before
we set off, as the boys have warned
me it’s a long way to the next fuel
stop. The fuel tank is cleverly
mounted in the space normally
occupied by the airfilter on most
bikes, and as such keeps the weight
low and central while also con-
tributing to the Vertemati’s lovely
slim profile. In fact, the E501 has
one of the slimmest and flattest pro-
files of any dirt bike on the market,
let alone a big bore thumper. As
you can see from the pics, the seat
extends from the rear mudguard
all the way up to the steering head
where a large, single Dzus fastener
releases it, allowing access to the
fuel filler.

In terms of concept, the place-
ment of the fuel tank below the seat
is excellent and it all fits together
perfectly and was easy to access.
But as one rider pointed out, you
probably wouldn’t thank Vertemati
on a tight check in an enduro, when
you needed to stop for fuel and had
to remove the seat to do it...

L5 Fuel <ap (left)
fom M & _and air-filter (right)
are both accessed by removing the scat

I'loosened off the clamps on the clutch and brake
perches so as not to break them in a fall, and
noticed that the whole bike abounds with high
quality fasteners. Definitely no short-cuts there.

As ever with a thumper, you will know my
favourite subject is ‘starting’. And with no leccy
leg I was looking forward to dishing out another
slating. You can imagine my disappointment then
when the big 500cc four-stroke took about the
same effort as a 125 KTM to start - and fired first
prod from cold. Good stuff.

Like the VOR, the Vertemati has a forward
action kick-start and takes very little effort. There
is no secret formula, just fold out the lever, push
it down and she fires up. Simple. But... the catch
comes after the big thumper is running. Not only
does the bike kick forwards, but the kickstart
lever also folds away forwards, which means
there is a complicated mechanism to put away
the kickstart. It requires you to grab the kickstart
firmly, then push down on the knuckle and
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Getting To

Know You...

Heading out of the fuel stop, I
clicked up through a couple of gears, dialled on
the throttle and the front wheel pawed the air. As
I was soon to discover, the Vertemati is not short
of horsepower. Right through to fourth gear the
501 will wheelie on the throttle whenever it's got
traction (more on this later). The Vert has a six-
speed gearbox and with this amount of power

it should boast a good top speed. But I felt it
was considerably undergeared as standard as it
topped out at around 130kmh. Standard gearing
is 14 /48, but I'm sure this motor would have no
problem pulling all six gears with say 15/45
which would then move the top speed up to

a more useful 150kmbh.

On the trail the motor was much more of a
handful. In these conditions it really needed
paddle tyres rather than the Pirelli enduro tyres
which came fitted as standard. And no matter
what I tried, the Vert failed to find grip any-
where. What’s more it happily searched for trac-
tion all the way to the centre of the planet. Where

other bikes left a line in the grass, the Vertemati
would dig a four-inch groove. If you like to ‘tread
lightly” this is not the bike to do it on.

On the slightest incline it would wheelspin
and other riders in our group didn’t want to go
through ruts behind me as they were inevitably
twice as deep by the time I'd passed. It’s fair
to say I was pleased with the Vertemati’s light
weight as it made it easier to push when I could-
n’t find grip, and easier to lift when it dug itself
into a hole. But such is the prodigious amounts of
power on tap, that in slick conditions it’s almost
impossible to stop the thing wheelspinning. Quite
often on a hill when forward momentum was
lost, the Vert would sink the back wheel to the
swingarm in the time it took to snatch in the
clutch. In this situation, while the 501 was reason-
ably light and narrow, there are no grab handles
other than just grabbing the rear mudguard,
which means your gloves get covered in goop.

The clean lines and
exquisite detailing
of the Vertemati
stand out in the
gloom...

Full length seat is
a nice touch

Bouncy Bits...

Into the first section of serious off road, our hardy
northern guides led us up a boggy, rutted, climb
heading for the moors. Here, the narrow motor
and excellent USD forks were a blessing and the
suspension was soon to be well tested on typical
moorland type riding. Rolling bumps, hidden
rocks and regular ditches to jump. The WP sus-
pension both front and rear ate these obstacles
with ease. The rear shock in particular had
plenty of rebound and never provided any scary
moments, while the forks proved their worth

on several occasions when wheelspin meant the
front end didn’t quite clear the ditch I was trying
to jump.

Before long we descended off the first moor,
down a rutted downhill section. These ruts were
not the deep kind, more the smaller, annoyingly
wiggly, kind of ruts and the Vert made heavy
work of them at times. At the bottom of this hill
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was the first serious obstacle: an ice-cold
fast flowing river crossing the trail. It

was five or six feet wide, and needed to
be jumped, but one of our group didn’t
realise quite how deep it was and tried

to ride through. His Gasser stopped when
the water got to his waist, and his day’s
riding was done. Thankfully the Vert and
I cleared the stream and headed off for
more fun on the trail.

Ergos & Controls...

From the outset I didn’t find the 501

a particularly good fit for my six-foot
frame. The bike felt a little cramped,
especially in the standing position and
the handlebars while a nice flat bend,

felt too low and close. Like most big four-
strokes both the throttle and clutch pull
was fairly heavy, and after two days of hardcore
trail riding, my hands were the sorest part of me.

As the day wore on, we crossed more sodden
moorland and deeper, wider and faster flowing
rivers. On two of these rivers that are normally
safely fordable we had to use nearby wooden
footbridges as the speed and volume of water
was definitely not safe to cross.

Just prior to this last crossing, one or two of
the bikes in our group went onto reserve, but the
trail bosses reckoned from this point everyone
would make the fuel stop. So naturally, 500m
later the Vertemati gurgled to a halt. Despite
having a reserve position on the tap, the reserve
nozzle must be too short because the 501 had
sucked every last drop of fuel in the ‘on’ position,
so I had no choice but to wait for the boys to
rescue me.

As mentioned earlier, the Vert uses the space
normally occupied
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by an air
filter to
house the
claimed eight litre capacity of fuel, and the low
position also requires a small vacuum-operated
fuel pump to feed the 38mm Dell’Orto carb.
Owners of rallye KTMs will know that this set-up
can be difficult to re-start if run dry, but we suf-
fered no such problem on the 501, though we
couldn’t quite squeeze in eight litres of juice.

After a quick hot chocolate at the nearby petrol
station, our trail bosses decided with dusk fast
approaching to change our intended route slight-
ly, so we headed down some tarmac in a vain
attempt to beat the fading light. Through the
half-light we joined some fast hard packed tracks
more to the liking of the 501. In this going, the
Vert could drive forwards instead of downwards,
wheelie out of corners and allow the rider to
enjoy the motor. On this hardpack both wheels
stuck to their lines well, and while I had no con-
cerns over the bike’s stability at speed, it could be
made to headshake at times.

'On drier going the Vert
4 really came into its own

With the evening closing in completely and
still some ten miles of moor to cover, the Vert
finally became the bike of choice as the standard
headlight pierced the darkness like no other bike
in our group. Okay it isn’t a light to race Baja
with, but it is damn good for a standard trailbike
light, and certainly good enough to get you home
in this situation.

The Next Day...

While the boys had obviously designed day one
to be a long ride, day two was all about THE
HILL. But in the meantime, the first obstacle we
had to contend with was another fast flowing
river at the bottom of a steep descent. Walking
the bikes through was possible but one or two
engines took in some water. This was where the
Vertemati came into its own. With its airfilter
mounted high up on top of the frame backbone,
drowning the bike was never going to be a prob-
lem, unless it got completely swept away. This
was one of those times when the Vertemati’s
unusual design actually made a lot of sense, and

I was able to make it through without problem.

I watched in disbelief as a KDX became the
first victim of the torrent - the rider losing his
balance in the current as both man and machine
were all but swept away until two riders leapt to
his rescue.

Meanwhile, southerner and mate of mine
Nick Plumb, was back at the tree-line psyching
himself up for a third gear launch over the river.
The jump was spectacular and largely successful -
even though he went over the bars on landing. ‘I
wasn't going to get my feet wet” was all he had
to say afterwards.

So now everyone was over the river and we
were all committed to THE HILL. Two hours
later, after much pushing dragging and digging,
everyone was at the top and another two hours
after that, everyone had made it across the worst
moor of the weekend - once again with a fair
share of pushing, dragging and digging.

In true style, the Vertemati had left its four
inch groove all the way back to the van but had
never missed a beat all day.
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€xtreme trail riding:
Wet, cold, but
great fun...

Unbelievably, I think this is the best kick-start-
ing thumper I have ever ridden. Hot, cold and
even after being stuck in a bog or flipped upside
down it always started easily. However, on this
hill my earlier concern about that complicated
fold away kick-start became a nightmare.

On a particularly slippery off-camber section
of the climb I bobbled and stalled the motor.
Folding the kickstart out, I easily restarted the
bike, but then couldn’t fold the lever away. Being
in quite a precarious position, I had to stay on the
bike with the back brake on in order not to slide
down the hill. Realising my predicament, one
of the guys came and put a rock under my front
wheel and we both concentrated on trying to fold
the kickstart lever away. But just when it seemed
like a completely ridiculous situation was going
to be saved, I found myself sliding backwards to
the bottom of the section of hill with a Vertemati
on top of me, and a folded out kickstart acting
like a tent peg - nailing the bike to the ground.

In the end I had to ride the rest of the hill,
with the kickstart out until we got to somewhere
flat to work on it properly. Please come up with
something better Vertemati, this doesn’t work.

And Finally...

So two days trail riding in one of the most beauti-
ful, remote, and on this weekend, bleak parts of
the country, in the company of some hardcore
trail riders had left me tired but happy. Equally
two days trail riding on one of the most beauti-
fully constructed, unique and unusual motorcy-
cles had also left me tired but happy.

The Vertemati E501 is rife with quality, innova-
tion and uniqueness. But as an overall package it
isn’t quite the perfect dirt bike. I suspect it works
a whole lot better around a hard packed, fast and
dry Italian track than it does on a snotty, mud
infested trail in the British isles. But that’s not
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quite the point. The Vertemati bothers set out to
create something, unique, exquisite and beautiful.
And to that end they have succeeded.

If you want to own a Vertemati and can afford
the requisite £5895 price tag, then for sure you
will stand out from the dirt bike crowd. There
may be better dirt bikes out there, but there’s
nothing to compare with it when it comes to
style and individuality...

Thanks to: V-Moto Racing in Bradford, West Yorks
for the loan of the pristine E501. If you fancy owning
one, or want to take a look at some of their other bikes
(including two supermoto versions), you can call
them on 01274 201122. And finally a big thanks to
Vic at Ipone for arranging one of the best trail rides
we've had in a long time...

VERTENMATI E501

£5895 inc VAT
uid cooled, gear-driven SOHC,
r-valve, four-stroke

IKE RACKS

EIKE SMALES, PARTS &  ACCESSORIES

NTC
MOTORCYCLE
TRAILERS

| WELSH BIKE TOURS
01978 842507

- We can offer the most
 varied weekend ride out
. you have experienced.
i Moor land, bogs, hills,

Single bike £180
Double bike £220
Treble bike £250

Nationwide
Delivery Service
Available

a minimum of tarmac.

Phone for leaflet
01633 221 273

- PREPARATION

- FABRICATION

— ASSISTANCE

— TURNKEY PACKAGES

— FULL DESERT RALLY
EXPERIENCE

CONTACT CHRISTIAN
VAUGHAN
Tel. (())7785 336 608 mobile

1252 320 590 fax
or check out

www.rallitech.com

TRAILSPORT

Ka

Tym by
Mail Order

Bridgestone Trail & Enduro Tyres
ED02 Excellent Trail Tyre  460-18  £3495
EDO4 EnduoRearTyre  410-18  £38.50
EDO3 Enduro Front Tyre 3.00-21 £33.50
ED661 Enduro Front Tyre  90/90-21  £34.95
ED16 Al Terain Tyres 4.60-18 £37.50
Barum Trail, Enduro, Mx & Trials Tyres
C11 Awesome off-road tyre120/90-18 £38.50
TR1  Hardwearing Trials tyre 4.00-18  £32.00

Trail / Enduro ‘O’ Ring Chain/Sprocket Kits
Quality 520 chain & Steel Front and Rear sprockets
RMX250, DR350, KDX200, XR250 - £64.50
XRA0D, XT600, KLR6S0 - £65.95
All prices include VAT

Please phone for a copy of our free
illustrated price list

12101949 850530 (anyime)

Www.wht.krcnet.com
I
i GASGAS 2002 IN STOCK
Je.can supply most things that you YAMAHKA WR 426F/250F
uire; tyres, brakes, service parts, FROM £4.195
lothing, helmets, accessories, :
advice (freel), bikes, YAMAHR TT 600R £3,425
videos & coffee machine!
GALL FOR
‘ ‘ OTHER MODELS
Open Tuesday—Saturday LEEDS 0113 255 3636
Late night Wednesday 8pm
Close to M11/M25 2002 PAMPERA ALLOY
By ‘ SKID PLATE £44.95
www.voyager2001.com

DAVE COOPER

TRAILERS

BIKE RACKS.

JLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS

>ar Racks £52.95 inc P&P - Van/Motorhome Racks £62.95 inc
&P - 4x4 Racks £73.95 inc. P&P

unior Racks 50cc - 80cc Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc

its any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and you can still tow with the
bikerack in use! Made from 4mm British Steel tubing and mig

welded. Finished in protective enamel. Lightboards, DELIVERY AVAILABLE
tie down straps also available. pare Wheel £23.50 extre.
Tralers come wih independart
suspension, clp-on oacing ramp
e~ , whe
clamps, secury iocking facily
removable ight board and
TRAILERS anamel colours, NEW wal mout-
ing brackels - o hang your raer

£199 o0 your garage wall - £15.00 pai

Single Bike
Double Bik
Treble Bike
Quad Trailers

ALL PRICES
INCLUDE VAT

DAVE COOPER

(]

TEL 01322 359393 (DAY OR EVE) & 07860 702112 (MOBILE)

DEPT TB, UNIT 7, ERITH BUSINESS CENTRE, HIGH ST. ERITH KENT DA8 1RT -
o

Catalunya Moto Tours

No 1 in Northern Spain

To getthe maximum out of
you Trail Riding Holxday

~) - Contact Cat Moo Tours on

/== (0349774570 95
Email info@catmototours.com
WWiw.catmototours.com

MSR GORETEX
FOR YOUR NEAREST DEALER
TELEPHONE
01372 378 000

Shock Repairs

All Shocks and For
Serviced or Repaired

Import Bikes

No Problem

Trail Bikes

Enduro, Motox, Road
Prices from £35.00 + VAT

24 hour turnaround
K&S Racing
1

GET RESULTS
To advertise here
call Keith Jones

SIPECIAL OFFER

FOR HONDA XR & CRM ONLY
WER DISC KITS

KIT INCLUDES FRONT AND REAR DISCS
WITH PADS
PRICE £89 INCLUDING P&P
TO FIT XR250/400/600 & CRM250
NEXT DAY DELIVERY

S NGIKIMS
KDX 200/2211/250 & KLx 250/300
KIT INCLUDES 4 BEARING AND 2 SLEEVES

£25 INCLUDES P&P

NEXT DAY DELIVERY

TEL: 0114 2510836 FAX: 0114 2489715
MOBILE: 07971 635228

B J C TRAIL TOURS

Edmonds Garage, Coped Hall, Wootton Bassett, Swindon, Wilts SN4 8ES
Tel: (01793) 849661 * Mobile: (07808) 291661
www.bjcmoforcycles.co.uk

TRAIL BIKE HIRE

Come and trail ride the green lanes
of Wiltshire & Berkshire,

choice of:
DR 350 - Suzuki XL 250 - Honda TT 250R - Yamaha XT 225 - Yamaha

Experienced and novices welcome. Packages to suit all.
Insurance, Fuel, Equipment, Guidance, Lunch included.

Contact Bryan Carter.




Alfer VR250, 1999, road reg'd, first class mechanical cond, .
£2250 ono. Tel (mobile) 07768 084085 or 01691 690794 (Shrops)
Kawasaki KMX200, rare red and black model, kept in stor-
age past five years, many new parts, immaculate cond,
£1100. Tel 07970 575443 (S Yorks)

Kawasaki KMX200, 1991, J-reg, black and red, not used off-
road, superb cond, £1250 or p/x big four stroke. Tel 07747
601069 (Cambs)

Husqvarna SM610, 2000 model, yellow, low mileage, bush-
guards, never been off-road, mint cond, going abroad forces
sale, £3495. Tel 0208 777 1000 (London)

Derbi Senda, 50cc trail bike, N-reg, red /purple, some new parts
including performance can, £850. Tel 07980 803261 (Derbys)
Husqvarna TE610, light trail /commuter use only, good fun
on or off-road, good cond, genuine reason for sale, £2999
ono. Tel 01761 418188 (Avon)

Yamaha TTR600, Sept ‘01, 850km, just serviced, green lane
use only, £3000 or p/x smaller trail bike DR-Z etc. Tel 01652
652477 (Lincs)

Yamaha YZ250, 1998, road reg’d, lighting coil, new plas-
tics/piston/clutch, big tank, gold rims, 18" rear, £2195. Tel
(mobile) 07803 084320 or 01243 785579 (W Sussex)

Honda XRV750 Africa Twin, Nov 2000, X-reg, red /white/blue,
4000 miles, fsh, heated grips, Spyball alarm, 12 month Honda
warranty, as new, £4995. Tel 01254 830178 (Lancs)

Honda CRM250AR, 1999, 4000 miles, Renthals, barkbusters,
bashplate, £2500. Tel Chris on 0121 503 0186 (W Mids)
Honda XL350R, 1986, MoT, recent c+s/tyres/service, eco-
nomical, reliable, original and good cond, £895 ono. Tel 01392
661139 (Devon)

Yamaha XT250, 1980, very clean, slightly modified for trials,
spare sprockets, ideal for green lanes, £750 ono. Tel 01604
759644 (Northants)

Kawasaki KMX200, 1988, T&T, new exhaust, good tyres,
very reliable, good cond, £660. Tel 01438 811913 (Herts)
Yamaha WR400, 2000, road reg’d, Renthals, barkbusters,
good cond, £3000. Tel 01494 485822 (Bucks)

Suzuki DR350, J-reg, 22500 miles, one owner from new, well
looked after, green lane and commuter use only. Tel 01271
830720 (Devon)

Honda CRM250AR, Aug 2000, purple/white, 1000km, usual
extras, Renthals, brushguards, bashplate, uprated brakes etc,
exc cond, £3000 ono. Tel 01483 505488 (Surrey)

KTM Duke II, Nov ‘99, V-reg, 1800 miles, John Deacon tun-
ing kit, vgc, summer use only, fast, big single fun, £3800. Tel
01484 306837 (W Yorks)

Kawaski KDX250SR, T&T, FMF front pipe, DEP silencer,
spare barrel/CDI/head/rads, good cond, bargain, £1350 ono.
Tel 01803 401737 (Devon)

Honda XR600RW, 1998, R-reg, purple/white, T&T, 5000km,
E-Series exhaust, Ceet graphics, N-Style seat cover, superb
example, £2700. Tel 07715 097566 (London)

KTM200EGS, 2000, autolube, 3000km, new c+s/tyres, green
lane use only, perfect cond, none better, £2950 ovno. Tel 0161
427 2776 (Cheshire)

Honda CRM250, 1992, J-reg, T&T, handguards, fender bag,
Renthals, RSV pipe, new brake pads, reliable, vge, £1595 ono.
Tel 01792 519287 (W Glam)

Honda XR250, 1995, 4000 miles, T&T, ex-MoD, new tyres, big
tank and army paint job, £1500. Tel 0161 973 1730 (Cheshire)
Honda XL2508, 1981, MoT, used daily, reliable, includes
spares, £600. Also Yamaha DT250MX wreck, suitable for
spares, new exhaust, bits missing, no V5, £150. Tel 01933
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412475 (Northants)

KTM Adventure, V-reg, Deacon replica 4 of 10, 5000 miles,
dealer serviced, vgc, with extras, £3500 ovno. Tel Tony on
07973 172579 (London)

Triumph Tiger 955, May ‘01, 700 miles, heated grips, tank bag,
just had first service, as new, £5550. Tel 01983 402611 (Hants)
Honda CRM250 mKII, T&T, new c+s, bashplate, brush-
guards, good cond, £1295. Tel 0191 389 2560 (Co Durham)
Yamaha TTR250, 1993, T&T, elec start, sumpguard, handguards,
new clutch/c+s, good cond, £1595. Tel 07732 059672 (W Mids)
Honda TLR200, good cond, £925. Tel Keith on 07713
515521 (Yorks)

Yamaha DT250, stolen and recovered, needs some care hence
£300 ono. Tel Gary on 07956 217500 (London)

Gilera RC600, blue, twin cam motor, recent
battery/clutch/cambelt sprag, refurbished brakes, some
extras, tidy bike for year, £1450 ono. Tel 01985 219022 (Wilts)
Suzuki RMX250SN, 1992, yellow /black, one UK owner,
Renthal o-ring c+s, Werx graphics, little use due to f&m,
good reliable trail bike. Tel 07774 664182 (Devon)

Honda XR400, 1998, S-reg, 6500km, MoT, bashplate,
Renthals, handguards, recent c+s, vge, £2500. Tel 01748
823232 (N Yorks)

Kawasaki KLX650 supermoto, 1993, RGV wheels, Remus,
exhaust, good cond, £1100 ono. Also Honda CR500, 1991, rebuilt
engine, new piston/bearings, rebore, wheel bearings, rebuilt
suspension, £800 ono. May p/x 400 4T or 250 2T enduro/trail
bike, Tel (mobile) 07808 738703 or 01900 64347 (Cumbria)
Suzuki DR350SET, 1996, 8000 miles, full Acerbis plastic guards,
tank cover, fsh, exc cond, £2000. Tel 07765 255730 (Wilts)
Yamaha WR426F supermoto, new style reg, too many trick
bits to list, must be seen, call for details, offers around £6400.
Tel (mobile) 07899 990291 or 0208 427 8825 (Middx)

Honda CR500 supermoto, 1988, unfinished project, 18” Talons
on factory hubs, rear disc conversion, lighting coil, Acerbis
headlamp, all parts to finish, £495. Tel 01200 444963 (Lancs)
Kawasaki KDX250SR, 1992, autolube, T&T, indicators, new
tyres, £1395. Tel 01189 721284 (Berks)

Husqvarna 410TE supermoto, 1999, T&T, Husky Sport
tuned, s/s single exhaust, comes with mx wheels and extras,
£2550. Tel 01656 658053 (Mid Glam)

Honda CRM250 mkIII, 1997, imported June ‘00, R-reg, red,
Prospect Enduro model, low miles, T&T, full DEP pipe,
Renthals, superb cond, £2250 ono. Tel 01253 768029 (Lancs)
Suzuki DR350, 1996, N-reg, MoT, Renthals, spare c+s and
brake pads, very clean bike, £1550 ono. Tel 07973 479274 (Staffs)
KTM LC2 125, 2000, elec start trail bike, 1400km, vgc, green
lane use only, £1750 ovno. Tel 0161 427 2776 (Cheshire)

CCM 640 supermoto, 2001 model, USD forks, WP suspen-
sion, Remus can, includes trail wheels and many spares,
£4495 ono. Tel 01773 874819 (Derbys)

Honda CRM250 mkIII, 1997, R-reg, T&T, 5000 mainly road
miles, Renthals, handguards, rack, exc cond, £2500. Tel 0208
301 2913 (London)

Honda XR250R, 2000, V-reg, new tyres, exc cond, a few
spares, £2000 no offers. Tel 01296 425729 (Bucks)

KTM 250 enduro, 1987, road legal, MoT, exc cond, £750 ono.
Tel 01209 202563 (Cornwall)

Husqvarna TE410E, X-reg, elec start, 2300km, taxed, serv-
iced, clean, £2850. Tel 01980 595794 (Wilts)

Alfer VR250, 1998, R-reg, Marzocchi forks, WP shock, new
tyre, exc enduro bike, £1995. Tel Phil on 01874 611876 (Powys)
Kawasaki KDX200, 1990, G-reg, T&T, new c+s, loads of
receipts, well maintained, very nice bike, ideal enduro tool,
£1200 ono. Tel 07881 780146 (Berks)

KTM EXC 360, 1997, T&T, new piston, loads of spares, stun-

ning cond, must be seen, £1750. Tel 01545 580195 (Dyfed)
Suzuki DR250XC Djebel, 1996, blue, MoT, big headlamp,
new battery, mature owner, £1850. Tel 01932 240150 (Surrey)
Honda XL250RC, A-reg, looks like new, restored, lots of new
parts, must be seen, £1500. Tel 01386 833210 (Worcs)

Honda XR600, 1997, MoT, Wiseco piston, power pipe, £1875.
Tel 0208 289 5859 (Kent)

Honda XR400, 2000 model, 2500 miles, taxed, full CRD
exhaust, K+N filter, Renthals, hand /frameguards, new
c+s/pads, recent tyres and service, some spares, exc cond. Tel
Dave on 01634 405613 (Kent)

KTM Duke, 1997, black, dual start, MoT, exc cond, reluctant
sale, previously stolen/recovered hence price, £2700. Tel
(days) 0208 385 0514 or (eves) 07939 262468 (Cambs)

CCM 604E, 1999, V-reg, 200 miles of road use, Excel, Talons,
pillion pegs, mirrors, immaculate cond, £3850 ono. Tel 01388
529128 (Co Durham)

Suzuki PE175 enduro, T&T, recent engine overhaul, good
cond, £550 ono. Tel 01223 811982 (Cambs)

Honda NX650 Dominator, 1996, T&T, only 5000 miles, road
use only, new rear tyre, exc cond, £2250. Tel 07939 034581
(Cheshire)

Yamaha XT600E, 2000, just serviced, 8000 miles, garaged,
Renthals, road use only, very cheap to run, new baby forces
sale, £2300. Tel 01451 821492 (Gloucs)

Kawasaki KLR250, 1994, T&T, only 3800 miles, one previous
owner, exc standard cond, £1150 ono. Tel 01830 520705
(Northumberland)

Yamaha TTR250, L-reg, T&T, low mileage, top condition,
£1950 ovno. Tel (eves) 01550 721192 (Carmarthanshire)

KTM 400EXC, 2001, Y-reg, approx ten hours use, totally
immaculate cond, £4300. Tel Nick (eves/weekends) on 01293
863206 (Surrey) -

Honda CRM250 mklI, very clean and tidy original bike, only
7000km, £1550. Tel 01778 424852 (Lincs)

Yamaha DT250, 1981, complete bike, tidy, £450. Also Honda
MTX125, 1987, very tidy, £400 ono. Tel 01524 781779 (Cumbria)
ATK 604 enduro, T&T, 560cc Rotax, elec start, WP susp, make
brilliant supermoto, £1595 ono. Tel 01539 33890 (Cumbria)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000, full CRD exhaust, bashplate, hand-
guards, gold rims, black plastics, exc cond for year, £3195
ono. Tel 01924 258993 (Yorks)

Cagiva 900 Elefant, N-reg, T&T, low miles, service history,
stored winters, £1900 ovno. May p/x enduro bike, WHY.

Tel 01282 863015 (Lancs)

HRD 125cc, 2001, Y-reg, four stroke, learner-legal trail bike,
elec start, Paioli suspension, quality Franco/Italian bike, as
new, £2000 no offers. Tel 01733 321768 (Cambs)

Yamaha XT350, 1991, 7000 miles, new Micron exhaust/c+s,
Renthals, handguards, good cond, well maintained, very
clean, ideal green laner, £1100. Tel 01484 604645 (W Yorks)
Yamaha XTZ600 Tenere, 1988, 14500 miles, twin headlamp
model, elec start, new battery/rear tyre, good cond, £1100
ono. Tel (after 6pm) 01325 242888 (Co Durham)

CCM 640, 2000, Mission M /Cs built, 3000 miles, Talons,
Excels, gearing to suit road and dirt, awesome, £3500. Tel
01727 847100 (Herts)

KTM 250EXC, P-reg, new tyres/brakes, unused for past
year, good cond, some spares plus new tyres, £1850. Tel
01206 845567 (Essex)

Honda XR250R, B-reg, unfinished project, some new parts,
good cond, offers. Tel 0116 267 4012 (Leics)

Honda CRM250 AR, 1999, T-reg, purple/black, 1400km,
bashplate, Renthals, looks like new, best available, £3250. Tel
Michael on (mobile) 07971 195335 or 01535 610456 (W Yorks)
KTM 250 enduro, 1986, T&T, recent rebuild, new tyres and

chain, reliable machine, good cond, new bike forces sale. Tel
(mobile) 07970 856525 or 01926 815391 (Warks)

Honda CRM250 AR Mugen, 1997, 8000 miles, every extra
possible, wavey disc, Ceet graphics, spare plastics, immacu-
late cond, £3000. Supermoto wheels also available. Tel 01925
724709 (Cheshire)

Yamaha WR250Z, 1994, MoT, new plastics/fork seals/tyres
and headlamp, Renthals, exc cond, £1695 ono or consider
swap for four-stroke. Tel 0208 948 8671 (Surrey)

Honda S1.230, 1999, T-reg, 2000km, elec start, exc cond, £2200
ono. Tel 02380 611901 (Hants)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2001, X-reg, Renthals, hand /frame-
guards, new c+s, recent oil and filter, only £3100. Tel 01474
708766 (Kent)

Aprilia RX125 enduro, 1992, silver and purple, T&T, new
tyres, mint cond, £1295 or p/x cheaper bike and cash. Tel
Andy on 01132 589717 (Yorks)

Suzuki DR350S, 1992, K-reg, only 10600 miles, Renthals,
hand/frameguards, immaculate cond, only £1350. Tel 0208
679 9048 (Surrey)

Suzuki DR350 enduro, 1991, T&T, frame/hand /sump-
guards, good cond, £1250. Tel 01761 439312 (Bath)

Honda S1.230, 2000, black, 1500km, elec start, Renthals, low
seat, very economical/reliable, like new. Tel (mobile) 07971
847444 or 01962 860697 (Hants)

Kawasaki KLR650, 2001, green, 2300 miles, exc cond, 18
months warranty remaining, £2950. Tel 01256 771497 (Hants)
Yamaha TT600E, 1999, T-reg, 2800 miles, road use only, mint
cond, £2600 or p/x for TT600R or LC4 with cash balance. Tel
01296 688185 (Bucks)

KTM 200EXC, taxed, Doma pipe, Acerbis handguards, RPM
sticker kit, good cond, £3100 or may exchange WR426 or
CCM 604E Adventurer. Tel 01709 305115 (Yorks)

Yamaha DWR441, 1999, as featured in TBM issue 68, road
reg’d, new clutch and rear tyre, £2395 ovno.

Tel 0121 706 7060 (W Mids)

Suzuki DR-Z400S supermoto, 16 months old, gold Talon
hubs, black rims, 320mm disc, sump/frameguards, exc cond,
stainless silencer and much more, £4000 (includes standard
wheels). Tel 0115 955 1759 (Notts)

Kawasaki KMX200, G-reg, T&T, DEP exhaust, Renthals, 520
c+s, spare MT21s, good cond £800 ono. Tel 02476 742138 (Warks)
Honda CRM250 mKII, the best you will find, do me a deal with
your WR400 or sell for £1675 ono. Tel 07779 798513 (Devon)
Suzuki DR350SP, M-reg, 8000 miles, the definitive four-
stroke trail bike, hand /sumpguards, reliable, some spares,
vgc, £1400 ono. Tel 01438 317566 (Herts)

KTM LC4 400LSE, T&T, new c+s, forks just serviced, low
seat, elec start, £2600. Second set of wheels available for £400.
Tel 0208 449 0261 (Herts)

Yamaha WR250Z, 1999, complete overhaul, new piston kit,
c+s, headstock bearings, Renthals, frameguards, bashplate,
One Ind graphics and seat, exc cond, £2650 ono. Tel Andy on
01529 306970 (Lincs)

Suzuki DR350SEW, 1998, black, T&T, elec start, MT21s,
handguards, recent c+s, EMF Q pipe, £2050 or swap Beta Alp
200. Tel Rob on 0208 372 1074 (London)

Yamaha WR400E, 2001, Y-reg, taxed, only 200miles, job forces
sale, £3500 ono. Tel 01436 811311 (Argyll & Bute)

Yamaha DT125, 2000 model, W-reg, taxed, 1700 miles, good
cond, full DEP available, £1600 ono. Tel 01488 73253 (Berks)
Suzuki DR125, 2000, W-reg, blue and white, only 250 miles,
exc beginners bike, as new, genuine reason for sale £1795
ovno. Tel 01480 471919 (Cambs)

Kawasaki KLX650, 1993, K-reg, green and purple, T&T, low
mileage, road use only, clean cond, £1750 ono. Tel (mobile)
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07765 390946 or 01453 835592 (Gloucs)

BMW F650ST, 1999, T-reg, blue, 6800 miles, taxed, top box,
tank bag, £2250 ono. Tel 01572 723470 (Rutland)

Kawasaki KLX650, 1993, K-reg, powder coated frame, White
Bros exhaust, WP front, Acerbis, Renthals, very special, exc
cond, suit overlander, £1750. Tel (mobile) 07900 193919 or
01992 572034 (Essex)

KTM 500SX, 1991, ex-GP, very fast, must sell, £650.

Tel 01525 372265 (Beds)

Yamaha IT465, 1981, needs lots of love, non-runner, complete
bike, no reasonable offer refused. Tel 01702 530140 (Essex)
Kawasaki KDX250SR, 1992, T&T, new c+s, £1400.

Tel 01954 200250 (Cambs)

Yamaha XT250, 1981, US import, good runner, seat needs
recovering, spare engine included, £400 ono. Tel (mobile)
07967 766909 or 01246 271281 (Derbys)

Suzuki DR350SP, M-reg, T&T, hand /sumpguards, Renthals,
reliable, vge, green lanes only, £1400 ono or p/x Serow. Tel
01438 317566 (Herts)

Kawasaki KLX250E, 1994, four-stroke, T&T, fully road legal,
exc cond, green lane use only, nicer than a XR250, £1400. Tel
01873 832407 (S Wales)

Honda XR400, 2001, only 1200km, good cond, sale due to
money troubles, £3100 ovno. Phone Pete (days) 01302 820355
or (nights) 01302 820097 (Yorks)

Honda RTL250 HRC, mono-shock trials, drum brake model,
complete rebuild, workshop /parts manual, plus spares,
£3200 ovno. Tel 01454 311428 (S Gloucs) |

Honda CRM250, J-reg, T&T, RSV pipe, barkbusters, rear
fender bag, frony fender brace, Michelin S12s, vge, £1595
ono. Tel 01792 519287 (West Glam)

Honda XR600R, 1995, MoT, 7000 miles, new Werx graphics
kit, frame/brushguards, well maintained, good cond, £1750
ono. Tel 07747 105280 (Norfolk)

Yamaha DT125R, 2000, 1400 miles, mint cond, looks brand
new, £1800 ono. Tel 01282 699686 (Lancs)

Honda XR250, 1998, S-reg, handguards, new c+s, green lane
use only, ski accident forces sale, £2150 ono. Tel Chris on
01386 860611 (Worcs)

Kawasaki Super Sherpa 250, 2001, Y-reg, 3000 miles, new
rear tyre and brake pads, stainless bolts, otherwise standard,
£2100. Tel 01772 792231 (Lancs)

Honda CRM250 mkII, 1991, H-reg, T&T, 7700km, new
c+s/tyres, very clean, reliable, new bike forces sale, £1600
ono. Tel 01132 530570 (W Yorks)

Yamaha Paris Dakar XT500, 1976, £1200. Tel Cliff on 02920
300055 (Cardiff)

Honda CRM250 mkII, 1993, T&T, good cond, bashplate,
brushguards, DEP silencer, suspension overhauled, recent
tyres/c+s, £1500. Tel 01295 811313 (Oxon)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2001, blue, taxed, 1000 miles, DEP pipe,
excellent cond, £3400. Tel (mobile) 07831 298077 or 01322
864865 (Kent)

Honda XR650R, 2001, seven months old, 3500kms, many
extras, mint cond, £3200 ono. Tel 07944 381835 (West Mids)
Yamaha XT600, 1986, MoT, new Micron exhaust, Renthals,
barkbusters, MT21s, maintained regardless of cost, lovely
reliable bike. Tel 01295 680258 (Warks)

Suzuki DR350S, H-reg, T&T, Acerbis tank plus original,
handguards, Laser pipe, exc cond, road use only, £1250. Tel
0208 303 4052 (Kent)

Suzuki DR350, 1998, MoT, electric start, many extras and
spares, vgc, £1900 ono. Tel 01554 749590 (Carmarthen)
KTM/Wasp dirt outfit, road reg’d, 540cc two-stroke, very
light, extra bike wheels inc, extreme beast, £1500 offers.

Tel 0208 940 0588 (Surrey)
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TWANTED

Wanted 175-650cc trailbike for impoverished old fert. Must
be complete, running and £500(ish). 01547 560455 (wales)
Wanted KTM 300EXC 1993 spares, workshop manual, bash-
plate, seat cover, speedo, engine bits, may consider cheap
non-runner, will collect. Tel 01461 337159 (Carlisle)

Wanted large tank for 1998 CR250, cash waiting. Tel Steve
on (mobile) 07971 547991 or 0208 302 5199 (Kent)

Wanted DR-Z400E, cash waiting. Tel 02476 381324 (Warks)
Wanted Yamaha WR250 spares, sumpguard, plastics,
exhaust, anything. Tel 01274 233434 (Yorks)

Wanted XT350 exhaust, Micron if possible, must be in good
cond. Tel 01827 708740 (Staffs)

Wanted two bike trailer, good cond. 01673 818860 (Lincs)
Wanted Honda CRM (AR), KTM 250EXC, swap Suzuki
GSXR750, ‘87/'91, well modified bike. Tel 0116 223 5488 (Leics)
Wanted tailpipe for WR400F, must be road legal, needed for
MoT. Tel John on 07940 339245 (Essex)

Wanted Suzuki PE400 or PE250 for spares, anything consid-
ered, complete bike or parts. Tel 07855 806648 (Cambs)
Wanted Honda CRM250 and KTM EXC250, must be in exc
cond, cash waiting, will travel. Tel Don on (mobile) 07712
555034 or 01782 560657 (Staffs)

Wanted Honda CRM mKIII, front power pipe, plastics and
frame protectors, any cond. Tel Russ on (mobile) 07944
126994 or 0115 955 2029 (Notts)

Wanted standard 12 litre tank and matching seat for 2000 KTM
LCA4E. Tel (mobile) 07802 743443 or 01209 890982 (Cornwall)
Wanted Suzuki TS250M 1974 chrome rear mudguard. Also
Suzuki SP370/400 petrol tank, exhaust, side panels. Please
phone if you have any SP spares. Tel 0207 351 6111 (London)
Wanted for KLX650 C1-3, pair wheels, workshop manual and
large plastic fuel tank. Would consider other spares, WHY. Tel
Steve on (home) 01865 463626 or (work) 01865 714577 (Oxon)
Wanted YZ426 aluminiwm subframe, must be in good
shape. Tel 02890 286758 (Co Down)

Wanted Moto-form or similar rear rally fuel tank to fit XT600
Tenere. Tel 0208 390 0496(Surrey)

Wanted Yamaha YZ250 ‘98-'01, must be smart. Also Yamaha
Banshee quad ‘98-'01, preferably Yamaha electric blue, mid-
lands area, cash waiting. Tel 07960 495446 (Lincs)

Wanted for 1998 Yamaha TT600E/XT600; mph speedo, left
footrest, left switchgear, red and white tank for TT, possibly
other TT parts. Tel 0208 773 1528 (Surrey)

Wanted rev counter in good working order to fit B-reg Yamaha
XT600, cash waiting. Phone Peter on 01493 659571 (Norfolk)
Wanted Yamaha TTR wheels, blue or purple, must be vge. Also
WR200 bits. WHY, cash waiting. Tel 07867 631510 (Norfolk)
Wanted Honda XR80 engine only, or cheap bike, non-runner
okay. Tel 0208 648 3919 (Surrey)

Wanted KLX300, strange but true, cash waiting for vgc late
model. Tel Chris on 0121 503 0186 (W Mids)

Wanted Husqvarna TE610E rear wheel, with or without disc
and sprocket. Tel 01454 311428 and leave a message. (S Gloucs)
Wanted front brake caliper and disc to fit ‘83/’84 Honda
XLR600. Gear lever also required. Tel 01883 730602 (Surrey)
Wanted Acerbis 23L tank for 1996 Honda Dominator, prefer
black. Also tuning or SM parts, wheels, engine, etc for
Dominator /XR650L. Tel 0208 880 6769 (London)

Wanted enduro or supermoto around 400cc, exchange for
Suzuki GSXR600, R-reg, loads of spares, worth over £3000,
consider any deal. Tel 07780 912542 (York)

Wanted off-road clothing, helmet, gloves, pants etc. Tel
Craig on 07773 907393 (Lancs)

Wanted XL600 motor, 1984, complete and running, mine has
blown up. Tel 01938 553803 (Powys)

Wanted Maico GME 250cc enduro engine, air or water
cooled, gearbox complete, anything considered. Tel 01322
522414 (Kent)

Wanted Yamaha TT250R, 2000+ model, blue and white,
must be in good cond, cash waiting. Tel (mobile) 07831
651234 or 01933 663020 (Northants)

Wanted roadbook holder, manual or electric. Also ally pan-
niers and frames for R100GS. Tel 0208 449 0261 (Herts)
Wanted clean trailie 350+cc in south east area, top price paid for
right bike up to £2000, private buyer. Tel 07713 148532 (London)
Wanted TM 80 enduro to exchange for Husky WR 50cc
scooter, front disc brakes, Showa forks, good clean cond,
worth £1150. Tel 01597 825536 (Powys)

Wanted Honda XR250R, must be at least 2000 onwards, the
newer the better, like new cond, good money paid for right
bike, cash waiting. Tel 07980 619897 (Lancs)

Wanted workshop manual-for Kawasaki KLR250-D8. Tel
(mobile) 07803 206935 or 01202 889247 (Dorset)

Wanted Kawasaki KLX650 after market exhaust system,
workshop manual, body panels, cash waiting. Also require
skid plate and any other accessories. Tel 01283 730155 (Derbys)

Trailer, carries three bikes, new tyres, two lockers on front,
loading ramp, lights, spare wheel, vgc, £160. Tel 01461 337159
(Carlisle)

Two bike trailer, built-in lights, spare wheel, £125. Algo
Burnspeed bike rack, £30. Tel 07958 907301 (Sunderland)
Honda XR600 supermoto wheels and discs, Morad rims,
spacers etc, £550 ono. Tel 07977 573746 (Herts)

Transalp ‘94-'95 Corbin seat, workshop manual, tall screen,
£100 will split. Tel 01282 870050 (Lancs)

Supermoto wheels to fit Yamaha WR400, Excel, Talons,
Pirellis, used once, £700 ono. Tel 01494 485822 (Bucks)
Supermoto wheels for DR-Z400, red Talon hubs, silver Excel
rims, brand new Dragon Corsas, rear disc, braided hoses,
£600. Tel 01793 619376 (Wilts)

Suzuki DR-Z400 Gadget bashplate, good cond, £35 ono.

Tel 01793 619376 (Wilts)

Honda XR400 brand new brake caliper, £90.

Tel 01246 204522 (Derbys)

Brand new gold Talon rear wheel for XR600, with tyre,
sprocket. Also black powder coated front wheel, £400 ono the
pair. Tel 01778 342067 (Lincs)

Suzuki DR-Z400 FMF Q-pipe silencer, £150. Also stainless
header pipe, jets and White Bros filter. 3
Tel 07811 325616 (Tyne and Wear)

Suzuki TS125 spares, possible restoration, offers. Tel 07732
059672 (W Mids)

Enclosed bike trailer, takes two bikes, 8" long, 5 wide, twin
13” wheels, double rear doors, professional construction, vgc,
£1290 ono. Tel 07970 504666 (Surrey)

TBM, issues 1-26 and 28, read once, having a clear out,
offers. Tel 07967 712888 (Cumbria)

Single bike trailer, converts to box trailer, £140. Tel 01189
721284 (Berks)

TBM back issues, 57 issues from 1 to 77, whole lot for £75 or
may split. Tel 01453 844933 (Gloucs)

Clarke 15 litre fuel tank, fits Yamaha four-stokes 400-426,
£150. Also 18” Talon rear wheel and disc, fits Yamaha 250-
426F, £150. Tel (mobile) 07973 844859 or 01787 374348 (Suffolk)
DR-Z4008S rear light, £10. Rear mudguard extension, £10.

Indicator, £10. Talon 47T chainring, £12. All as new, will post
anywhere. Tel 0115 973 1454 (Notts)

Parts for Yamaha DT125/175 MX, most parts available,
phone for details. Tel 07890 080158 (Gwent)

CCM enduro wheels, 21” front, 18” rear, Excel, Talons, com-
plete with discs and rear sprocket. £300 ovno. Tel 01858
575697 (Leics)

Honda CR250 Clarke 11 litre fuel tank, £75. Steahly fly-
wheel weight, £15. TMV ignition cover, £10. Tel (eves) 01458
270018 (Somerset)

Kawasaki KDX125 front wheel with disc, vgc, £25. Alloy
bike stand, £10. Tel 01384 258404 (W Mids)

White Bros exhaust, like new, £130. 14 litre tank + seat for
2000 model WR400, will fit 426, £100. Tel 01757 289023 (Yorks)
Breaking Honda XR600R, 1990, phone for details.

Tel 01349 867580 (Scotland)

Dainese body armour suit, as new, £70. Tel 0116 267 4012. (Leics)
WR400 White Bros E-Series, £150 ono. E-Series YZ tail piece,
cost £27.50, sell £20 ono. Tel 01638 612078 (Suffolk)
Kawasaki KLR250 CDI unit, new, unused, £280 new, sell for
£120 ono. Tel 01935 863684 (Somerset)

Suzuki DR-Z400E exhaust silencer and down pipe, brand
new, standard pipe, £130. Tel 01942 262524 (Lancs)

Honda XR250 swinging arm and linkage, wheel and disc,
brake caliper, master cylinder, £200. Tel 07831 240333 (Lincs)
ER125 spares, rear wheel and good tyre, £15. Rear mud-
guards, £5. Front wheel and good tyre, £10. Tel David on
01279 731333 (Essex)

Husqvarna 610TE exhaust pipes x2, virtually new, in box,
£150. Also sports rack, mirrors, handguards, offers.

Tel 02380 561339 (Hants)

Yamaha YZ/WR 400/426 Talon supermoto wheels, Excel
rims, Braking wavy discs, Dunlop radials, c+s, only done 10
miles, £925 ono. Tel 01929 550924 (Dorset)

Honda XL250S parts, tank, rear wheel complete, yokes, heads,
barrels, plus more, £100 the lot. Tel 01344 456730 (Berks)
WR426 Talon supermoto wheels, gold hubs, silver rims, still
boxed, £575. Tel 0114 307657 (S Yorks)

Pro-Racing legalizer kit for KLX300, unused, cost £150 will
take £75. Also full spares kit for KLX300, £50 ono.

Tel 07790 926997 (S Yorks)

DR400 (1982) new headlight mount, £40. Throttle cables,
£20. Used front pipe, £20. Bashplate, £30. Or the lot for £90.
Tel (mobile) 07890 129442 or 01983 299405 (IoW)

Husqvarna TE610 enduro wheels and tyres, brand new
never used, £300. Tel 07976 397631 (Surrey)

DEP Performance exhaust front pipe for CRM250AR, £80.
Tel 01642 711794 (day), 01642 710447 (night) (Cleveland)
DR-Z400S long range fuel tank, blue, probably only one in
UK, cost £190, sell £150, also lowering link for same, £60, or
£200 both. Tel 01465 714125 (Ayrshire)

CRM250 bashplate, fits all models, brand new, £40 inc p&p.
Tel 01494 474807 (Bucks) :

Kawasaki KLR600 breaking for spares, most parts available.
Tel (mobile) 07815 598391 or 01526 832271 (Lincs)

Honda Dominator Acerbis 23 litre tank, black, ‘93/794, £60.
Workshop + owners manual, £10. Axo XRC off-road boots,
size 8, black, £40. Tel 01772 423709 (Lancs)

Honda CRM mKII spares, shock, brake calipers, forks, tank,
seat, barrel, head, too much to list. Tel 07712 778558 (Bristol)
Yamaha XT500 spares still for sale, including seat, front
wheel, cylinder head, plus other bits. Tel Cliff on 02920
300055 (Cardiff)

CR motocross wheels, Excel rims, Talon hubs, 5mm stainless
spokes, wavey discs, good tyres, £350 bare or £450 fully built.
Tel 01925 724709 (Cheshire)
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FREE CLASSIFIED ADVERTISENIENTS

YOUR TRAILBIKE
ABSOLUTELY FREE

SELL

HERE’S WHAT
YOU DO

FILL IN THE
FORM
(ONE WORD
PER SPACE)
AND TICK THE
BOX FOR THE
SECTION
IN WHICH YOU
WANT TO
ADVERTISE

THEN SEND IT TO:
TBM

CLASSIFIEDS
PO BOK 9845
LONDON
W13 swp

THIS SERVICE IS NOT AVAILABLE TO TRADERS

PLEASE NOTE; THIS FREE SERVICE IS PROVIDED TO ENABLE YOU TO SELL YOUR TRAIL-

BIKE, VOT YOUR OLD SUPERDREAN OR YOUR MUN’S WASHING MACHINE - ADS NOT FOR

TRAILBIKES WILL BE FILED UNDER ‘B’ FOR BIN!
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In order to ensure Enduro legality, we advise
you to use this product especially suited for
that. Designed especially for Enduro, the
ABSOLUTE  PERFORMANCE  slencer
responds to the noise limits due fo its baffle
system. Perfectly reliable, resistant (with
long-life-ceramic wool) and good botiom
and midrange throttie response.
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ABSOLUTE PERFORMANCE

Use: enduro competition trail.

CRD, Creator of performance

In conceiving ABSOLUTE POWER ll exhaust
we have achieved performance and
latest up to the minute looks, this
with the combination ergonomic
and easy fiing makes this a exhaust
for the new millennium.

Not advised for competition

Advised for Trail use

PROTECTION

Don't be afraid to ride on rough ground
anymore | These aluminium bash plates
offer the maximum protection for a
minimum weight. They wrap around fairing
and engine housing, thus providing your
bike with a total protection against shocks
and stones.

The \brtex performance C.D.l. programmed
by CRD, come with two separate
performance curves which can be change
while riding by a switch on the handlebars.
The systems are reprogrammable, enabling
mapping of new curves according to the
tuning of your motorcycle.

ABSODLUTE POWER N1

David Knight - WR250
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