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Niarshal Law...

recently spent the day helping out at a local enduro as a travelling mar-
I shal. Actually it was an enforced layoff from racing after being used as

target practise by a deranged MXer the week before - who’d presumably
learned his death or glory tactics from one too many video games.

Nevertheless the job of travelling marshal appealed as it meant I could ride
the course at my own pace, help a few guys out and just generally have fun
without any of the pressures of racing. I dug out the old CRM250CR war-
horse, loaded it in my van and headed out west.

It was a superb day with baking hot sunshine, a cooling breeze and I was
looking forward to being back on the bike. There was a full entry for the four
hour hare & hounds with a varied and well-marked seven mile course to ride.

Within minutes of starting I'd come across my first casualty. Not the
human kind you understand, but a casualty of the mechanical variety. There
was an XR600R with no spark, and the bloke was just beginning to remove
the fuel tank to get at the wiring - I chatted for a bit then left him to it.

Further along I came across a bike with'a broken clutch perch (one of many
that day). The owner was sitting beside it enjoying the sunshine. He didn’t
seem in the least bit interested to get back to the pits and fix things up - as if
riding ten minutes of a four hour enduro was his best result yet. I casually
asked him if he’d got any spares back in the pits?

‘Spares?” he replied, chuckling, ‘I'm lucky if I remember to brmg along my
riding boots and some fuel...”

I left him sitting on the grass watching the race unfold.

Just around the corner sat a guy on an old Husky. His chain had come off
the rear sprocket and wrapped itself around the front one, jamming solid
against the swingarm. The chain looked to be about 12 years old and was

' completely knackered. But a glance at the rest of his bike made the chain look
new. Most hare & hounds riders don’t bother carrying tools with them, but
this guy produced a neat little toolbag from behind his front number plate.

Great I thought. I unzipped the toolbag and was horrified to discover the

- sort of tool set you get free when you buy five litres of diesel oil. Everything
was stamped ‘Made In China’, nothing fitted, and worse still, nothing was
suitable for working on a dirt bike. I gave up, unclipped his chain link and he
began the long slow push back to the pits.

Next to the Husky sat an old KX, the rider had his helmet off and was
enjoying a well-earned breather.

‘What's up?’ I asked him.

‘She just sorta conked out and now I can’t get her started again’ he said
dejectedly.

I hopped aboard and was surprised at how small and low it felt, the
suspension was sagging, the seat was flogged and when I grabbed the front
brake lever it came all the way back to the bars.

‘Whoah' I said, ‘what’s up with your front brake?”

‘I like it that way’ came the ominous reply.

I flicked out the kick starter and was about to boot it when I asked: ‘What
capacity is this thing anyway - a 125?

‘Nah mate... she’s a fiy vundrid!”

When it wouldn't fire after the third kick I handed it back to him figuring I
was doing the bloke a favour by leaving him to walk.

On my second, third, and fourth lap the XR600R was getting progressively
more and more stripped down and I calculated that at the rate he was going,
he’d have the crank out before noon. I finally saw him wheeling away a
rolling chassis, leaving what remained of the engine sat in the bushes.

Eventually after helping more than a dozen people with various machine
failures and muttering under my breath about incompetent riders who
shouldn’t be trusted with complicated machinery, I returned to my van and
loaded my bike. I went to start the engine only to hear a faint clicking sound.
I'd left the stereo on all day and the battery had gone flat...

‘Er... has anyone got a set of jump leads - please...”

Si Melber
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but not Out

B ritain’s Paul Edmondson
(KX250) who'd been lying
third in the American GNCCs
this year, crashed hard last
month in Kentucky while lead-
ing the race. Eddy who had
clawed his way back up the
championship with a run of
good results after a disastrous
start to the season (when he ran
out of fuel), clipped a rock in
the track and the resulting get-
off damaged his left thumb.
Despite physiotherapy, Eddy
missed the next race and will
now have to count it as one of
his throwaway rounds.
Fortunately for him however,
series leader Aussie Shane Watts

could only manage seventh in
the race which Eddy missed and
DNF’d the Hare Scrambles the
following week. That means
Eddy is still fourth in the GNCC
series and currently leads the
Hare Scrambles championship.

He reckons to be fully recov-
ered in time for the next GNCC
round in June.

Also in June (25th) is the first
round of the Fast Eddy Cross
Country series, which takes
place at Matchams Park in
Hants. Rumours are rife that a
few well-known French riders
will be in attendance in the Pros
race. We can’t wait. Book your
entry or come and watch...
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Paul showed off
onec of his GNCC
KX250 race bikes
recently. Apart
from the obvious
attention to detail
with everything
from footpegs, top
yoke-nut and
brake calipers
lockwired in place,
the most striking
thing about the
bike was the use
of a 20" front
wheel. €ddy claims
this puts more
rubber on the
ground and gives
a better ‘feel’ to
the front end. We
simply want to
know where he
buys his front
tyres from...

SNIPPETS

& Confirmation that the
new Ipone Ryedale Rally
will go ahead on Sunday 9
July has arrived at the TBM
office. The new rally event
which is based in the forests
of the North York Moors
National Park, features a 55
mile lap of tracks and green
lanes chosen with trailbikes
in mind. There will be three
timed stages per lap and
approximately six hours rid-
ing in total. There’s the usual
rally classes - Trail & Sports
(two-stroke enduro bikes are
banned) - plus an innovative
Scooter & Step-Thru class.
And all bikes must be fully
road legal. For a full set of
regs write to David Baker,
31, Otterwood Bank,
Wetherby, W Yorks, L522
7XT, or download them at:
www.enduro.webdare.com

S Sixk Days

Interested parties are invited
along to an Open Forum
Meeting to discuss all
aspects of the International
Six Day Enduro, due to be
held in Wales in 2003.

The meeting is due to take
place in June (date to be
announced) at the Metropole
Hotel in Llandrindod Wells.
There will also shortly be a
Six Days website on: -
www.isde.co.uk, and anyone
who requires further info
can either send an A4-sized
stamped, self-addressed
envelope to Bob Jeffries, 9
Rose Court, Ty-Canol, Cwm
Bran, Gwent, NP44 6JH, or
ring him on 01633 874610.

& Shaun Skinner, recently
had his Hafren Rally-win-
ning TT600E (electric start)
stolen in Cardiff on Mayday

bank holiday. The bike is
unique regarding the work
that has been done to it and
has a distinctive plain white
tank. Tts registration number
is P940 BRU and the steering
lock must now be broken. If
anyone gets offered this bike
please pass the details onto
Shaun on 07971 648940.

& HRD - the bespoke French
enduro bike manufacturers
who last year announced they
were halting production
because of a lack of supply of
Yamaha engines; have just
brokered a new deal with
Yamabha. It has yet to be con-
firmed exactly which engines
they will use, but if it turns out
to be the latest WR250 motor,
it’s our guess there’ll be a lot
of people placing orders for
HRDs next year...

& Further to our snippet in
last month’s news pages about
baffles for the DR-Z400E,
Simon Howarth is now selling
them. The insert costs £38 + £2
p&p. Call him on 01332 781116
or mobile 07980 742939 and
tell him we sent ya’...

& This year’s Transdanubia
Rallye (an event designed
specifically for big trailies)
begins on 26 August in
Munich, crossing Germany,
Austria, the Slovak and Czech
Republics before finishing up
in Hungary on 3 September.
Designed as an easy introduc-
tion to rallying, the mix of spe-
cial and liaison stages are ideal
for rallye rookies, and stages
can be bypassed if necessary.
The accent is more on partici-
pation than competition, no
special licence is required and
only four-stroke bikes, quads

and outfits are allowed - with
bikes ranging from DR350s
to R1150GSs.

The entry fee for rider and
bike is approx £610 and this
includes all maps, roadbooks,
accommodation in the
bivouacs (with showers),
food, assistance from the
accompanying service team,
but not fuel. So far there are
two Brits entering, on a
Yamaha XTZ660 and an ex-
Optic KTM LC4. They’'d be
really keen to meet up with
other Brits wanting to take
part, but are more interested
in completing the event than
breaking any records. To con-
tact them call John Ross on
0044 5254 808760 or e-mail:
john.ross@alphasurf.de

& The 15th Australian Safari
takes place this year during
August 20-27 in some of the
country’s harshest and most
remote locations. The rally
which runs for 5000km from
Alice Springs to Darwin
through the Australian out-
back will also be contested
this year by former 500cc

GP world champ Kevin
Schwantz on a Suzuki DR-
Z400. Schwantz who will be
sporting his customary num-
ber 34 plate, admitted he was
no expert at rallying, but
grew up on dirt bikes. ‘I can’t
remember riding for more
than two or three hours non-
stop before’ said the Texan
legend, ‘but the only way to
find out what it’s like, is to
have a go.” If you want to
race against him and have
the necessary £1150 entry fee,
call Andrew Coaker on 020
7545 4459 (w), or 020 7538
8240 (h), or email him at:-
coaker@globalnet.co.uk
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been penned in a hurry just before a hot date.

Perhaps a different colour-scheme to the dowdy

maroon hue might've helped, but as it was, it
_didn't light my fire one little bit. Similar in shape

to the Gran Canyon - the bike it replaces - I can't

help feeling that a new bike should have a new
_ look, and a fresh approach.

_Wital Statistics ~
~ But if the looks don’t inspire you, the ergos
_ should put you at ease. Though the seat height
_can feel a bit intimidating at first, once rolling, the

and weight of the Cagiva seem to reduce sig-

:mﬂcanﬁy and it becomes a cinch to slice through
the Italian traffic. Especially as the lofty perch

acilitates a commanding view of the %urroundmg:

boxes. In a part of the world where driving
manoeuvres are erratic at the best of i’lInEb, it
kes sense to have as much advance wammg

laxed mdmg position helps calm thmgs
own he plush seat, decent famng and clear,

ivert your attention from the task of rid
dock wou]d’ve been a nice touch but hey.

motor drives the Navigator along rapidly
enough, even though it could never be described
as seriously quick. In its original home this motor

_made 125bhp, but Cagiva has made some subtle

Changes to the Suzuki engine more in keeping
with its trailbike looks. Softer-spec cams, a small-

er airbox, new exhaust system and modifications

to the fuel-injection mapping have effectively
reduced peak power to a relatively sane 96bhp.
This reduction might sound huge, but it’s offset
by a broader mid-range to make things easier,
and a little less intimidating.

_There’s enough punch left to aviate the front

_ tyre with a quick dip of the clutch if you're feel-

ing irresponsible, but fast forward progress is
generally free from such scary antics; and the

_ engine’s torque and flexibility means the gearbox
 (which is ultra slick in typical Suzuki fashion),

doesn’t need to be troubled too often for swift

\»acce]eranon

Even pootling slowly through traffic doeen t

. require the selection of low gears to keep things
sweet. There’s no snatching from the motor at

low rpm in higher gears, and partial throttle

. Openings don't give any of the typical switch-like |
_power delivery associated with a Iot of el
inj ected kes

Above: There's 26hp
on tap from the liquid-
cooled Suzuki lump
which makes the
Navigator one of the
fastest big trailies on
the market...

Right: Clear but unin-
spiring dials lack any
sort of clock...

Top Right: Twin discs
feel pretty strong, but
have to work hard...

The Riding Experience

By now my opinion of the Navigator had become
a little more favourable. It might not be as eye-
catching as some other litre-bikes, but it's never-
theless a pleasant enough travelling companion.
That view grows stronger as soon as you get out
of town. On the motorway the Navigator is a
perfect mile-munching tool. Power is strong

_ enough to quickly see off 100mph on the clock

and staying there presents no physical challenge.
Protection from the fairing is excellent, diverting
the high-speed air around your upper body with-
out any buffeting or excessive wind noise. The
same goes for 120mph.

Hours in the saddle bring no urgency to fidget
to keep your bum comfy either, and the 170-mile
fuel tank range keeps interruptions to a mini-
mum. Also a genuine after-market top box and
pannier kit will help make long-distance touring
even more comfortable and convenient.

Scratching is something the Navigator achieves
with quiet confidence. Even when driving hard
out of corners with the bike cranked over, it never
got ugly. The steering is sure and stable, the
suspension soft but controlled, and the brakes
good enough to calm things down even if they
couldn’t be described as eyeball-popping.

~ Navvy's polished armour. At high rpm, ther

But turning the Cagiva into
bends takes more effort than you'd
anticipate. First impressions are
that the standard Metzeler MEZ4s
are to blame - they appear to have
a flatter profile than most - though
undoubtedly the Cagiva's lazy
geometry and long wheelbase don’t help. In fair-
ness the Metzelers provide plenty of grip to get
the Cagiva well heeled over, but you can award
yourself some points if you touch anything down
as the ground clearance is massive.

Even over rougher roads the bike’s composure
stays solid as the forks and shock ride the ripples
well, keeping the bike on the desired line. There’s
a fair bit of dive under fierce braking but no more
so than with any big trailie. Suspension adjust-
ments being limited to preload and rebound

damping on the rear shock, though you'll have to
possess the dexterity of a brain surgeon to getto
the pre-load adjusting collar. ; ,

Quality-Schmality ,
Notwithstanding the fact that the engine comes
out of Japan, the whole bike has a Japanese feel
about it, far removed from the Italian Quirkiness
of old. Today’s market demands such solid
dependability - the days of tolerating dodgy
switchgear, harsh rides, and indifferent. bulld
quality are long gone. Biking has become more
refined, and owners more sophisticated. In fact
it’s only when you thrash the motor somewher:
near its limit that you find any dent in the
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some tingling which makes it through to the bars,
pegs and mirrors - but it isn’t obtrusive. And
frankly it’s made all the more conspicuous by the
big Cagiva’s refinement and civility in all other
areas. No, this is a bike which is free from the
bulk of the usual Italian foibles...

Rounding Off
In fact, after nearly 400 miles I was finding the
 Navigator difficult to fault. Okay, you could
moan a bit about the tank’s twin fuel-caps which
can be a bit laborious at filling time, but let’s face
it these sorts of thing are minor irritations rather
 than serious problems on an otherwise well-sort-
ed motorcycle. It’s not often you can label an
Ttalian bike with terms like refined, civilised, and
well-mannered.

So is the Cagiva Navigator good enough to
steal sales from other European marques -
notably BMW and Triumph? At a little over six
grand the Navigator undercuts both the R1150GS
and the Tiger, which will undoubtedly add to its
appeal, and armed with Japanese reliability
under the hood, it may yet prove to be capable of
taking on the best-selling Varadero here in the
UK. That is if Three-X, the Cagiva importers offer
prospective owners a long enough test ride, so
they can truly appreciate all of its subtle virtues...
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brown/silver

CAGIVA
NAVIGATOR

 Price:
_ Engine:

ore X Stroke:

 Displacement:
_ Lubrication:

Transmission:
laimed power:

 Claimed torque:
~ Frame:
~_ Front suspension:

" Rear suspension:

Fuel capacity:
Wheelbase:
Dry weight:
Seat height:
Tyres:

Top speed:

Fuel consumption:

£6249

Liquid-cooled, DOHC 8-valve,
- 90-degree V-twin

98 x 66mm

' 96bhp @ 8400rpm

' B5ft/Ibs @ 7000rpm

Steel tube trellis

‘Marzocchi 45mm telescopic
forks

Sachs monoshock, adjustable

pre-load and rebound damping
20 litres

1530mm

210kg

800mm

Metzeler MEZ4

130mph (est)

38mpg To locate your nearest dealer, contact Apico International:
Tel 01483 450560 Fax: 01483 450670 E-mail: sales@aplco co.uk

double densityhubber‘ sole
gel & air protection pads
e hand fast opening

fad change‘ab"ltév"i‘ uckles
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One reader’s roller-coaster ride with
his ‘beloved’ bike has inspired him to
put pen to paper. ‘Dangerous’ Kevin
Niarshall, has a few choice words to
say about his Y2K Gas Gas EC300...

of TBM, when lo and behold I spied the vener-

able Mr Pavey astride one very yellow Gas Gas
(EC200). I read on intrigued, thinking ho ho ho, this is
gonna’ make some good reading. But alas t'was not to
be. Poor ol’ Mr Pavey hadn’t owned it long enough to
know the love, the passion, the hate, the mind-rend-
ing agony and exquisite ecstasy of long-term Gas Gas
ownership... yet!

So I thought, I have to do the decent thing, I have
to tell TBM and its readers the pleasures and perils,
the highs and lows, the Samantha Januses and
Edwina Currys of owning a Gas Gas. So here is the
tale of me, Dangerous Kevin, and my lovely/horrible
Y2K Gas Gas EC300.

It all started when that nice TBM columnist Chris
Evans said to me in Burgundy last year: ‘Kevin,
you're riding like a donkey” he said. “That WR400
doesn't suit you at all, have a go on my lovely, KTM
200EGS.

No sooner said than done, off I steamed on his
beloved mount, and tho” I sayest unto you Holy
Mother, I was reconverted to the one true faith, the
two-stroke, and offered him there and then my WR,
a small bottle of beer and fifty quid for the KTM.
But, sadly, I had forgotten what a tight sod he is.
Luckily and unusually though he did offer me some
free advice. It went like this: ‘Kevin, my son, think
twice before parting with your hard-earned, for as
good as the EGS is, you should look at the Gas Gas
EC300. I rode it back in issue number 49 (August 99)
and loved it.

That surprised me because I know Chris is small

s o, there I was flicking through the April issue
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and the August issue was big
but there’s no way you could
ride an EC300 in it. So anyway
I took Chris at his word and
when I got back to merry ol’
England, I read his report,
made some phone calls, did
some sums, sold the WR (inci-
dentally to a man who sold it
two months later because he
wanted a dog, strange really),
and for the princely sum of
£3,600 bought myself a gleam-
ing, horny, sexy, blue Gas Gas
300 - UK model.

If only I had left it in the
garage I would still stand erect
when I'looked at it even now.
However, that is why God gave
Adam the apple and my wife a
credit card. In short, he gave us
freewill and temptation - what
a sod he can be at times. So [
assume as I wheeled the beast
out of the garage for its maiden
run, he said in an ethereal voice, 'LET THE GAMES
BEGIN!!! And oh boy, did they.

Imagine the scene - there I am on my gleaming
new steed, okay so I couldn’t quite touch the floor
with both feet but Evans was right, this baby had
power on tap, yet off the pipe it was so tractable, so
docile with enough grunt to get out of almost any
trouble. Lovely compliant suspension, good controls,
slim, sleek, beautiful, I could tell all that and I'd only

done two miles on her. Still, at least I can say I'd had a |

honeymoon period. Five miles further down the road
we had our first row.
‘EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE
EEEEEwwwwwwaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa’, what the fu???..?
Strange, I wonder what that noise was. Still, on we
g0. One more mile (see above sound effect - again).
Hmmmmmmmmmm what can that be? Now I could
be boring and repeat the above couple of sentences
another five times but I think you get the picture. In
short, I didn’t have a clue what it was. So many

things went through my brain. Had I mixed the petrol

right? Was my lovely bike about to seize? Was the
front or rear brake binding? No grease in the bear-
ings? Chain too tight? Must investigate I thought. I
had to change the gearbox oil anyway - would I find
large lumps of molten metal in there? I went straight
home, took everything apart, re-greased and re-oiled
the lot, and what did I find? Nothing.

Oh well, I thought, at least she’s run in now. I must
prepare her for her proper baptism by mud. The next
Saturday I was due to go out with the boys, so with
loving care I prepared her for battle. New Acerbis
handguards went on, I fashioned a new rear master

cylinder cover out of the old one off the WR as I
thought it looked a bit exposed. I took advantage of
the sturdy looking mudguard support and fitted part
of a bumbag - bolted through the fender. And last but
not least for the first time I filled up the tank and
went indoors for some well-earned teatime treats.
When I went back outside 20 minutes later, I was
aghast. Somebody had swapped my perfectly good
petrol tank for a black and transparent watering can! I
was amazed - there was petrol dribbling out of sever-
al holes, none of which was the over-flow pipe nor
filler cap. The next day I rang Gas Gas Motors and
was given a reason.

Apparently the monkey at the petrol tank factory
had glued his hands together rather than the two
halves of the quirky petrol tank and Gas Gas were
very sorry. Would I be so kind as to send the old one
back whereupon they would send me a new one.
Which they did.

So the following Friday night (with the engine run-
ning), I positioned the beast at the back of my van,
turned around to get the ramp and heard a sorry-
sounding crash. On looking back I found the bike had
vibrated its way off the absurd flick-up side-stand
and shattered one of the pristine hand guards. Oh
bugger!! Modification number one - remove side-
stand spring, drill small hole 1” to the left of existing
eyelet, and replace spring, perfectly acceptable stay-
down side stand as long as you don’t expect it to sup-
port you as well. If you need something stronger, I
suggest you try a big bar of solder.

Okay, so the next day off we go, all the previous
week’s nightmares forgotten. What a tremendous
bike, agile, manoeuvrable, sensuous, supple, gazelle-
like, responsive and several more descriptive verbs I
can’t think of... Until, with about 50 miles on the clock
(see above sound effect and increase audibility by the
power of ten). Now I'm not saying it was loud, but
my mate Justin travelling several bike lengths behind
me and at a speed of about 60mph, pulled alongside
and said: ‘Bloody ‘ell, mate, you've seized that up
quick’. Hmmmmmmm. Gingerly I kicked her over
and amazingly she started first time and I never
heard the noise again. So slightly confused off I go, .
and soon put it to the back of my mind. After all, in
another 50 miles I'd have a new and much more inter-
esting problem to contend with!

Right, imagine the scene: new bike, first one I've
ever had that was premix. So as you can imagine, I'd
spent several hours and used NASA’s super-comput-
er to work out to the millionth millilitre the correct
amount of oil needed for the stated 11 litres of juice
I'd soon need to put in the beast. Now, using the clear
bottom-half of the tank, I could see I was nearly out of
fuel with 15 miles to go to the scheduled pit stop.
Sure enough, five miles later it went onto reserve,
which I'have to say, is not that ample. In fact, quite

cleverly it just gives you enough time to think ‘Oh no
T ain’t gonna’ make it’ when cough, splutter, stall,
you're out of fuel. Okay, with the aid of a Coke can
and my mate’s Husqvarna, I managed to get to the
petrol station, with the engine sucking on fumes. So I
put six litres of fuel in first, poured in the requisite
amount of oil for the claimed 11 litres and then filled
the tank up with another 3.5 litres. Hang on... 6 + 3.5
= 9.5 but that can’t be right. It says in the handbook:
tank capacity, 11 litres. That’s what it says! That’s
what it bloody says!!

Time to get onto Gas Gas - not because I wanted to
whinge, but because I didn’t know whether the
replacement tank I'd been sent was the wrong one.
Anyway I could now ask about my strange noise at
the same time.

If you are over 35ish, have a Blue Peter Badge kick-
ing about in the back of a drawer and can name all
the stars from Crackerjack, you will probably remem-
ber a TV programme called Jackanory. It was all about
making a fairytale story sound believable and I could-
n't help thinking of this when I asked Gas Gas why
there was a litre-and-a-half difference between the
alleged and real capacity of my fuel tank? The person
at the other end of the phone thought for a second
and then suggested: ‘Well, aren’t Spanish litres small-
er than British ones?” I only hope (for his sake) that
his tongue was firmly in his cheek at the time...

Also, the response to my question about the engine
noise was: ‘Oh, they all do that, it’s the gearbox,
they’re not built with sloppy tolerances like Japanese
crap you know. Oh no. You see, when you're in top
gear, first gear is on the other end of the shaft and it’s
flying around so fast that it gets hot and expands and
therefore causes friction, which is the noise you can
hear. As long as you keep stopping occasionally it'll
be okay!” Oh well, that’s alright then...

Okay, so, I've set the scene - I have a love/hate
relationship (no hate’s too strong a word; let’s call it
a love/resigned to my fate relationship) with my
bike and Gas Gas. I could for the next three pages
list all the incidents and problems I've had with it
and getting the parts to cure the problems, but on
reflection I'd much prefer to be out there riding the
arse off it. So, I'm just going to list some of the highs
and lows which have befallen me and let you make
up your mind.

The very next time out the front caliper decided to
part company with the fork leg - with the decidedly
unfortunate effect of throwing me clean over the han-
dlebars as the front brake jammed on. Now, perhaps
this wasn't entirely the fault of Gas Gas (or hopefully
me), but I think it's because the bike vibrates at an
unfortunate resonance, which seems to have the abili-
ty to shake loose any nuts or bolts not regularly
checked. It’s not the fact that it’s a harsh or annoying
vibration, but, I kid you not when I say I have seen
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my bike ‘walk’ ten feet across the garage on tick-over!
[ have now lockwired the front caliper bolts to stop
this happening again. In fact my wife made me do it
because believe it or not, when I came a cropper [ was
on the first day of our honeymoon (a two day trail
ride in the Peak District). I kid you not.

Now, in flipping me over the bars and cartwheel-
ing through the air, the rear mudguard pushed the
subframe in through the back of the airbox - a flimsy
affair made of a material from the 40s called Bakelite.
No, no, I tell a lie - it’s definitely papier mache, or
some kind of Spanish pottery. Anyway, I ordered the
rear part of the airbox, very reasonable, about five
quid. Reasonable, that is, if it had ever turned up.
Still, hey ho, one day it will come. That was last
November by the way, and anyway I repaired it with
some aluminium. Also on the same day, the left peg
disintegrated right out from under me. Okay, it proba-
bly took a knock in the earlier crash but I've had big-
ger crashes on Jap bikes and never ever had to change
a footpeg.

Anyway, since then what else has happened?
Hmmmm, let me think. The handlebars have vibrat-
ed loose (twice), the rear wheel spokes have on two
occasions become so loose over the course of a day,
it’s felt like a rear wheel bearing has gone. I've been
through two airboxes (apart that is, from the one
above): caused by (a) the bike falling against a gar-
den wall, and (b), the bike blowing over on a windy
hilltop. Amazing. I've dropped bikes everywhere and
never ever, had to even think about repairing, let
alone replacing, an airbox. The other problem I've
had is with the rear mudguard support bracket. Now
to a jobbing clubman like myself, a supported mud-
guard just cries out to have some sort of tool bag put
on it. I couldn’t resist. Mine’s made from an old cut-
down fanny-pack. It’s good, it’s handy, it's a bit of a
trail tip really (where’s my litre of 0il?). However, as
the bracket it sits on is made of tin foil wrapped
around balsa wood (which then leads to the mud-
guard cracking), you really need to order about five
spare ones in order to be sure of making it through
an enduro with all your tools in place.

I should say at this point that I'm not a complete
numpty. I'm a fully qualified maintenance engineer, |
don’t skimp on spares and I spend at least four-to-five
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hours a week fettling the bike. I am a hard rider, not
fast, not furious, just hard. I try to extract every ounce
of pleasure I can out of my bike with my meagre
skills, and I'm sure in doing so I put more stresses
and strains on the bike than a good rider would. But
so what? I've had Japanese bikes that have gone to
hell and back to give me riding pleasure and not cried
enough or spat the dummy at the ill use I have given
them. Surely, an ‘Enduro Bike’ by its very nature
should be strong enough to suffer the slings and
arrows of outrageous fortune (I'm sure I wasn't the
first person to say that?) without self-destructing? So,
should [ excuse the bike for my shortcomings? If José,
Manuel or Pedro can’t design a bike to withstand
Dangerous Kevin, is that my fault?

When I picture the Gas Gas boardroom I can’t help
imagining that Sefior Gas Gas was given 100,000
pesetas and a remit to build a world class enduro
bike. Trouble was he chose to spend 99,000 pesetas
on the engine and suspension, and didn’t have
enough left for the rest of the cycle parts - let alone a
leakproof tank.

It is now May 2nd and I have just read in this
month’s issue of TBM the report on the EC300. I'm
amazed it had no reliability problems (although I see
you picked up on the airbox too). Yet secretly I'm very
glad. I hope I got the runt of the litter, if for no other
reason than that a bike like this needs, nay deserves,
better build quality than mine obviously got.

I spoke to someone today about the bike and was
asked if I'd have another. Without a moment’s hesita-
tion I said ‘yes’. “Yes I would have another’, but there
again I did get married a second time as well, didn’t I!

Seriously though (‘cause the wife’s reading this),
don’t let me put you off... I may want to sell it one
day. No, really, any bike that can give its rider this
much passion must be good, mustn’t it? And, para-
doxically by inciting such reactions within me, it tells
me that this bike has hit a chord within - which is the
goal which we all yearn for, isn’t it? This is some-
thing all the previous bikes I have owned definitely
haven’t done.

So in conclusion I think that the Gas Gas has been
the most emotive bike I have ever owned. If you
desire Mediterranean passion and don’t mind
Mediterranean build quality; if you have the patience
and like to fiddle then look no further... I promise you
it is a great bike. However if taking a chance and
maybe waking up with the fat bird isn’t your idea of
fun, then go buy a Land Rover ‘cause you're in the
wrong sport mate!

With thanks to my lovely wife for typing this, and
hopefully to Gas Gas UK for having a sense of
humour! By the way I take it that in Gas Gas's eyes

a two-litre Seat Ibiza is only 1600cc...!
Dangerous Kevin Marshall.

EXCLUSIVE IMPORTERS OF MOOSE OFF-ROAD
AVAILABLE NOW AT OUR ON-LINE SHOP

CLOTHING

Moose XCR Jerseys ..

Moose XCR Pants . . . .

Moose XCR Jacket . . .

Moose XCR Gloves .

XCR - Red/Blue/Stealth

Moose M1 Jersey

Moose M1 Pants . . .

Moose M1 Gloves aigh

M1 - Red/Orange/Yell/Stealth/Blue/Green
Moose Qualifier Jersey . .. .
Moose Qualifier Pants .

Moose Qualifier Gloves

Qualifier - Red/Blue/Stealth

Moose Sahara Jersey .

Moose Sahara Pants

Moose Quick Coat .

Porelle 100% w/pt

Padded Cycling S|

PROTECTION .

Moose M1 Chest Protector™

Moose ‘99 Armour was £160
Sinisalo Foam Chest Protector
Sinisalo Adult Sport Protector . .
Sinisalo Junior Sport Protector .
Sinisalo Kids Sport Protector .
Acerbis Knee Protector

Moose XCR Knee Protectors
GOGGLES

Smith Expert Series ..only £18.50
Smith Pro Series-Free Lens .. ... .only £21.50
Smith Warp NEW £26.00
Smith Roll Off Series . 5
0Oakley Snow Goggles

Oakley ‘O’ Frame

Madison Glasses (3 Lenses)
HELMETS

Premier CRX

Premier RK

Premier Jet Devil

MOOSE PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT
Moose XCR Backpack

Moose Boot Bag . .

Moose Enduro Goggle Cal

Moose Goggle Bag

Moose Enduro Gear Bag . . . .

Moose Spare Tube Fender Bag .
Moose Buddy Tow

Moose Tie Downs . . . -
Moose Fuel Container 5.6 gallons

P&P £6 Next Day

MOOSE PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT
Moose Bar Pad - All Colours . ..

Moose Carbon Steel Bars . . .

Moose Rear Disk Protector - Alloy . . . . .
Moose Skid Plate - Most Mod

Maoose Wheel Spacers

PLASTICS

Acerbis DHH2 Headlight
Acerbis DHH Twin Headlight
Acerbis DHH Single Headlight
Acerbis HP Headlight

Acerbis Rear: Endurt

s Disc Covers-XR . =Y,
of Acerbis Products Available

.from £43.75
.from £43.75
.from £43.75

Renthal Grip
Acerbis Grip

VRM 140 120/100x18
VRM 140 100/90/19
VRM140 110/90x19 . .
VRM 140 120/90x19 ...

! Heavy Duty Inner Tubes-All Sizes
Apico Uni Cable Repail

Apico Chain Rollers - Small . .
Apico Chain Rollers - large . .
Kill Buttons

Apico Brake Pads - All makes .
Apico Brake Pins - Front/Rear .
Acerbis Six Days Bum Bag .
Acerbis Rear Fender Tool Bag .
Camelback 2L Drink System . .
Camelback 1L Drink System
Camelback Big Bite Valve . .

GAS GAS UK & CYCLELOGICAL
Exclusive Millenium Finance Deal  yax e 200
New Gas Gas EC200/250/300 OTR

EC 250 ALL ONLY £3875
£115 Per Month x 35 montns - +del.
£405 Deposit 10.7% APR 4.5% Flat EC 300
Subject To Status Details On Requests IN STOCK TODAY!

GAS GAS Enduro Specialist Dealer

* MAIN ROAD* CHURCHVILLAGE* NR CARDIFF*
TEL: (0/443) 2/8700/2/8732 FAX/ANS: (0/443) 203085
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This month: keeping
your tax disc dry, an
easier way to remove
wheelbearings, and
guaranteeing a clean
pair of goggles...

ane Church-Fraser of Flat

Top Racing in Scotland
came up with an excellent tip
to start off the tips page this
month. The perennial problem
of keeping your bike’s tax disc
dry when your riding takes
you through deep water, mud
and bogs (not to mention the
jet washing afterwards), can
be solved by taking the tax
disc along to your local high
street print shop and putting
it through the laminating
machine.

We reckon it shouldn’t cost
you any more than a quid or
two - tops, but remember to
allow at least 2mm around
the edge of the disc to seal it,
when you're cutting off the
excess laminate afterwards.
Thereafter you can either just
tape the tax disc to your head-
light surround or sling it back
into the tax disc holder with-
out having to worry about
how wet it gets. Good tip Jane,
thanks for that...

Now here’s a tip from read-
er Nick Payne in Northants.
Nick suggests what sounds
like a really good tip to help
remove old wheel bearings (or
possibly even head bearings
for that matter). Nick writes:
“To remove your wheelbearing

o IPONE

SIPONE

without trying to hit the edge
of the bearing with a drift
(which can be a bit hit and
miss - literally), try using an
expanding anchor bolt - the
sort of thing used for fixing
sheds down onto concrete,
these are available from most
good DIY stores.

‘Slip the bolt into the bear-
ing (with the nut facing out-
wards), then tighten the nut up
until the bolt grips the centre
of the bearing solidly. Now
you can hit the other end of
the bolt with your drift to
drive the bearing out. Once
done the bolt can be loosened
off and should be able to be
used again.”

We reckon that’s a great tip
mate - well worth a bottle of
Ipone oil which will shortly be
winging its way over to you.

Finally here’s a good tip of

our own. If you use a Smith
Roll-Off system on your gog-
gles, then you'll know how
susceptible they are to jam-
ming up with grit or mud.
Worse still they get water
between the tape and the lens
and you can’t see a thing. The
solution is to run a fine wire of
fishing line across the front of
the goggles (behind the tape)
so that it just lifts the tape off
the front of the lens - top and
bottom (see photo). Ours have
worked like this for a number
of months without any more
snagging problems.

Don’t forget if you've got a
tip you want to share with
your fellow trail riders, send it
into us here at TBM Tips, PO
Box 9845, London, W13 9WP
and we'll publish it. You may
even win a bottle of oil for
your trouble...

I
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Twin Headlight

Rear Mudguard
Tool Bag
Black/Blue

Full Body
Protection

RACING PRODUCTS

KOX 200 Plastic 95-2000
Plastics in stock faor KDX & XR

Explorer Bush

Universal Light Guard

. Headligﬁt with
Extension

Indicatars

Waist Tool Bag
Black/Blue

3 Enduro Jacket

G
Red/Black/Blue

Riding Jacket
with Elbow &
Shoulder
Protection

Telephone | 01935 429646Fax | 01935 431271
Unit 2.6 10 Armoury Road. Lufton, Trading Estate.
Yeovil BA22 8RL
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Long Distance Off-Roading
in France

TOUR DE MORVAN 31 AUG - 2 SEP
Deep in rural France - just south of
Auxerre - the Morvan is ideal for those
who want to cover big off-road
distances. 180 km per day combined
with hilly, wooded countryside

as everyone knows, it guarantees a challenging ride.
is impossible to afford “Trail riding Nirvana® - TBM.
o run tuwwo bikes at &
pnce, unless of course NORMANDIE 2/3/4 NOV.
you are the Sultan of Takes in the best trails in what is a spec-

Brunei... tacularly beautiful area - lots of wood-
land, lots of sunken tracks and a fair
splattering of mud! “Enjoyed every
minute of it”. Trailbike Magazine.
£270

P st s TOUR DE MORVAN 16/17/18 NOV
; ~ Details as for 31 Aug - 2 Sep date,
lirthilke these days... ‘ ] ‘ ' ' : but colder and harder!

real costs of running a

| [ o ; . - ht o ‘ il 3 ¢ : Navigated by road book, prices include half-board
v : , C 1 . ¢ accommodation, full back-up, great food and an
absolute minimum of road work.

For further information contact:

Chris Evans, Sport Adventure,
156 Boulevard Voltaire,
75011 Paris, France.

Tel: (00 33) 1 43 72 86 02
Fax: (00 33) 1 43 72 61 09
Mobile: (00 33) 6 62 48 71 90

http:/www.sport-a’dveniure.com
e-mail: chris.evans @ sport-adventure.com
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OoOn Guard

00000000 OOSOIOOOEOGOEOIOSIOEONOIOGOEONOIOSNOINOSINONOSOEODS
Handmade in Australia out of light aluminium,

the B&B headlight guard sits in front of the
lense of your XR’s headlight (250, 400, 600 or
650) and stops roost and stones from breaking
the glass. The mounting system is pretty basic -
it simply screws through the plastic with a pair
of self tappers, but it’s effective and cheaper
than replacing the glass every ride. The Roost
Guard costs £27, (delivery is extra), contact
www.dirtbikebits.com on 01293 785733.

Getting the holeshot

000000000 COCPOOOOONOONOONOROOOPEONOPOOOO®S
The more riding you do, the more you'll appreci-
ate just how costly it is keeping your bike in fresh
tyres. Which is why Shinko’s new Holeshot MX
treads may well be of interest to you. Unlike
some other Korean tyres these use ultra modern
Japanese tyre technology from Yokohama in
Japan. And what’s more they’re cheap - seriously
cheap. Rears (available in either 18” or 19”) cost
between £31-38, and a 21" front will only set you
back between £27-29. They’re available from your
local dealer, or in case of difficulty call Cambrian
Tyres on 01970 611736. We've been sent a set to
test so we'll keep you posted, how they work out.
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Elegantly modelled by the junior Mr Pavey, this
traditional open-faced M Robert helmet is con-
structed from a seamless thermoplastic shell with
a seatbelt-type buckle fastening and comes with
the top ACU gold rating. It's-available in either
plain black or white and costs just £56.55 - or a
tenner extra with a chinguard. Sizes go from XS
to XL and the importers tell us they’re popular
with the Long Distance Trials riders. Call BHR
for more information on your nearest stockist on
01582 472374.

Gripping Stuff

Own an old KDX which looks a bit
down at heel? You may think fancy
graphics are just for show, but they
actually protect the tank from get-
ting badly scuffed and ingrained
with dirt. Makes sense to match
them up with a nice new seat cover,
and suddenly your £1500 KayDeeEx
looks a whole lot better (and easier
to sell afterwards). N-Style graphics
are designed to last and a complete

set for a KDX
will cost you
£97.95. If on
the other
hand you
just want a
gripper seat
cover for
your bike’s
worn or torn
saddle, then
£39.95 will
see you
done. Both
products
come from
Vesty UK on
01483 450560.
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Made Italy from high strength injection
moulded plastic, this Moose chest protector
features fully adjustable, suspension-type
shoulder pads, large curved bicep pads to
protect against overhanging branches, and a
long contoured spine protector. Colours are
either white/black, blue/black or black/grey
and the armour costs £89. Available from
Cycle-Logical on 01443 218700 or try

www.cyclelogical net
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Story & Pics Paul Blez; Illustration Peter Flynn

Paul Blez rode up to
Scotland to meet a big
bunch of big lads who

get their kicks on
big trailies...

he Big Trail Bike Club has only been in exis-
tence for about two and a half years, but it

already has 320 members, including 120
overseas from as far afield as Australia, Holland,
South Africa, the USA and Brazil. As you might've
already guessed, it’s internet based and the mem-
bers are all fans of big trailies, from Titchy Transalps
to Vast Varaderos.

I stumbled across the BTBC website via a link
from the Trail Riders’ Fellowship site and, being a
big trail bike fan myself, joined the email discussion
group, in which anything and everything of
relevance to big trailies is discussed, from tyres
to tappets, screens to sprockets, fuel consumption
to fairings.
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But the BTBC members don’t just meet via com-
puters, they have regular ride-outs to twisty roads
and easy trails all over the country. Ever since I start-
ed adding my three ha’pence to the internet discus-
sions, club founder Paul Clarke has been urging me
to get out and meet them face to face. On the
Mayday Bank Holiday, the right juxtaposition of
time, machinery and place enabled me to join them
on the BMW Dakar 650GS we had on test (full report
next month) during their annual jaunt to Scotland.

By the time I met up with the 23 BTBCers in Fort
William on the Sunday lunchtime, they’d already
enjoyed a good session of serious bend swinging
on their way up to the first overnight stop in
Applecross opposite the Isle of Skye and some of
the bolder ones had even ventured up a few loose-
surface mountain tracks to 2,000 feet. They’d had a
bit of drama too; Carl Blackburn had not only been
nicked for speeding on the M74, but his Africa Twin
had suffered a collapsed wheel bearing near Loch
Lomond. He’d been rescued by the AA and a kind-
hearted bike dealer in Perth and rejoined the group
in Fort William the next day.

There was more drama and excitement as we
made our way down the west coast of Scotland past
Oban and on to our overnight stay in Tarbert on the
Kintyre peninsular. On a gravel-strewn single track
road near Loch Awe full of blind crests and bumpy
corners Paul Crosland ran out of road on his ABS-
equipped 1100GS but kept things shiny side up,
while Dave Bonsall pranged his immaculate Mk1
Triumph Tiger 900. Fortunately man and machine
emerged more or less unscathed thanks to a robust
set of crash bars and a soft landing and a couple of
following riders were able to give him a hand to
heave his beast out of the mire. ‘I was trying to

?

avoid a stone in the
middle of the road’
he said afterwards,
by way of strange
explanation.

I'had some
excitement of my
own chasing Paul
Clarke on his
1150GS and by the
time we’d got to
Tarbert I'd con-
vinced most of the
BTBC-ers that while
I might come across
on the email as a nit-picking softy southern git, I
could actually ride a bike okay. Mancunian Tony
Bramah was particularly relieved to hear that my dad
actually comes from Padiham, near Burnley (most of
those present were from well north of Watford and
looked well fed enough to make me feel quite slim,
for a change). A few hours and much eating and
drinking later I felt like one of the lads as we stag-
gered back to our cosy hostel accommodation. After a
very full breakfast and a few photos on the quayside
we set off for another fantastic mix of challenging
Scottish tarmac to Otter Ferry, on the far side of Loch
Fyne, in time for an idyllic al fresco Mayday lunch,
before storming across a couple of Alpine-like passes
to Dunoon and the parting of the ways.

The kernel of the club started originally as a
bunch of off-road enthusiasts from Sheffield who
all belonged to the South Yorkshire TRF and bought
big trailies primarily for the road. Africa Twins still
seem to be the most popular bike in the club, but
in Scotland there were plenty of GS BMWs and

Triumph Tigers as well. Most members have more
serious dirt bikes in addition to their big ‘uns but
the catalyst for the setting up of the BTBC was Paul
Clarke’s annual trip to the Stella Alpina rally in 1997
with John Burkinshaw - as he explains.

‘T'd just got on-line and I kept meeting like-mind-
ed people with big trailies and email addresses who
I wanted to keep in touch with, so an internet-based
club seemed the obvious solution’. By the end of
1997 Paul had set up the BTBC website and linked it
to a host of existing sites, and since then the club
has grown exponentially.

Sixty of the members don’t actually have internet
access at all and in a reversal of the usual situation,
the club has recently started to produce a six page
paper version of the website newsletter for their
benefit. So you don’t have to have email to be a
BTBC member or to stay in touch - but it certainly
helps! In another back-to-front scenario, last year
they did an off-road run in the Peak District and
some of the members enjoyed it so much that they
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sold their big trailies and bought themselves
smaller dirt bikes instead!

‘In some ways that one backfired!” said Paul,
‘but we'll do another one anyway’. There are
runs out most months, many of them with
green lane sections in the summer, but the next
big event is the club’s inaugural coast to coast
run on September 9-10th and there’s even talk
of doing a BTBC track day... Count me in for
that one lads!

The Founder
Paul Clarke, 33, is a larger than life character in more
ways than one. At 21 stone, he’d look pretty silly on
an R1 or a 916, but he takes great delight in blowing
off poseurs on sports bikes on his 1150GS. A Financial
Adviser in his native Sheffield, Paul’s been riding
bikes off road since he was a nipper but says he owes
his super-fast road technique to a Police Class 1
instructor. His first ever road bike was a Super Tenere
which he describes as ‘terrible apart from the seat’
and he moved on to a succession of Africa Twins.
Last year he bought an 1100GS and after some initial
doubts fell in love with it during a trip to Italy. On

his return he ordered the brand new 1150 version
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which shares garage
space with an XR600
(and very soon) a
pukka Sainct Dakar
replica BMW.

The Gypsy
Teacher

John Burkinshaw’s
scholarly demeanour -
grey hair and glasses -
belies an ability to ride
his Africa Twin like a

Get on up...

demon in Clarkey’s wheeltracks. He really is a
teacher too, although a very unusual one since his
pupils are the offspring of Sheffield’s nomadic trav-
ellers. At 51 he was the oldest BTBC member pres-
ent on the trip but he was undoubtedly one of the
fastest, without being in any way reckless. He used
to have an Aprilia RX125 for more serious off road-
ing and prior to the AT had an early Cagiva Elefant.

The Heating and Wentilating
Engineer

John Gartside, 38, from Ross on Wye has only been
riding bikes seriously for the last six years (after a
flirtation with a Montesa Cota in his youth) and
treated himself to a brand new Transalp the day
after passing his test. He’s since moved on to his
current Africa Twin to which he’s added all manner
of bells and whistles - GPS, Corbin seat, gel pad,
Motad bars, Scott-oiler and several go-faster goodies
but despite a claimed 8bhp extra he would still like
‘more power’. Garty’s also got a KTM250 enduro
‘that I usually hurt myself on” and a Peugeot
Speedfight scooter, not to mention a souped up
Go-Ped. He gets a lot of stick as a ‘softy southerner”
but gives as good as he gets.

The Fast Couple

Andrew Ellis was the only participant riding two-up
but having comely wife Katrina perched on the back
of his high-screened Mk1 Tiger didn’t seem to slow
him down at all - much to her chagrin. Another one
of the Sheffield clan - but one who is not emailed up
- Andrew has his own small haulage business and a
DR350. Another ex Africa Twin owner.

The Third Nian

The third Mk 1 Tiger was ridden by 40-something
Dave Edge, who, by common consent is the fastest
road rider in the club. The way he stuck to my bike’s
rear muffler like a manufacturer’s sticker, reminded
me eerily of the guy who assessed me when I did a
Metropolitan police advanced riding course a few
years back. I never did find out what he did for a
living though - he was a man of few words who let
his riding do the talking.

How come there were three MkI Tigers in the
club but no MkIIs? ‘They just dont look as good” he
said. “We had a guy come to Wales with us on a
MKIL, but he crashed it on a wet cattle grid”.

The Deja Wu Cagiva fan

I first met Tony Bramah when he took an Elefant
900 to the ‘98 Rally of Discovery in Eire and he
blames TBM for persuading him to swap it for a
Cagiva Gran Canyon which he says is okay (if a bit
thirsty) on the road, but not a patch on the Ele off it
(which I recall is exactly what we claimed in the
road test!). ‘It’s like trying to land a jumbo jet in a

cabbage patch’ he said by way of an explanation
afterwards. A freelance design engineer from
Manchester, Tony also has a shiny new XR400.

There was also Dennis on the Pegaso who got a
lot of stick for leaving his brand new Dakar 650 at
home and Fraz from Sheffield who was desperate to
get it up for the camera (the front wheel of his
1100GS that is) but failed most of the time.

They weren't all hard riding nutters by any
means - everyone had their own route map and
knew where they were headed for, so there was no
pressure to keep up with the fast boys at the front.
In fact a natural running order soon develops, with
everyone riding at a pace they feel comfortable with
and periodic stops to allow everyone to catch up
and chew the fat. And it wasn't all Sassenachs either
- the Rodkiss Brothers came up from Hawick on
their Africa Twin and Elefant respectively and John
Bruce came over from Ulster.

The great thing about an email-based club is that
everyone can relate their experiences and feelings
about the event to all the others when they get
home, so I think it’s appropriate to end with an
excerpt from John Bruce’s missive to the group after
he got back to Belfast ‘knackered” having clocked up
1192 miles over the weekend:

“Had a brilliant three days. Thanks for making a
stranger so welcome and showing me just what my
AT can do when pushed. I really enjoyed myself
even if [ was bringing up the rear for much of the
time”. I can only echo his sentiments. IPINB

Lesson learned:

Advanced sight lines really are much faster on
unknown roads.

Breakages:

One set of AT rear wheel bearings and one broken
chain; one Tiger indicator;

Biggest shock:

How fast a MKI Tiger can go down bumpy back
roads in the hands of a good rider.

Hard Luck award:

Carl Blackburn: to compound his speeding fines and
collapsed bearings, Carl’s chain snapped on his way
home. He's already part-exed the AT for an 1100GS -
it was clearly jinxed!

Thanks to: Paul Clarke for the advanced riding
lessons and all the BTBCers for making me feel wel-
come, especially those who let me have a spin on
their trusty steeds.

Club address:

BTBC

PO Box 1628

Sheffield S20 4BR

Website: www.bigtrailbike.com (which includes
members’ own accounts of the Scottish trip).

email: Paul@bigtrailbike.com

Membership: £6 per year.
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Story: The TBM Wrecking Crew; Pics: Si

The inside line on the new crop
as we get down to the annual

here’s never been a better time to test the
T middleweight thumpers. Just a few short

years ago this class consisted of the ageing
DR350 and the bulky KTM SC. Now there are at
least eight different manufacturers vying for your
business with one or more 400cc four-strokes in
their range. Vor, Husaberg, Husky, Cannondale (in
addition to the four we’ve tested here) all make
400s, and both TM and Gas Gas are about to launch
400s of their own.

So the class is unbelievably strong right now and
not without reason. The 400s are the best selling sec-
tor of the competition marketplace, because there’s
so much you can do with them. The 400cc four-
stroke is one of the most versatile dirt bikes you can
buy; it has sufficient speed for the street with plenty
of flickability for the dirt. It can be raced, rallied,
trail ridden, supermotarded and overlanded.
They’ve got enough power to make ‘em fun without
having too much to really scare the pants off you.
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id-weight thumpers
Vi 400 shootout...

They're fast, competitive, relatively light, tirelessly
reliable, easy to maintain, for the most part easy to
start, and what’s more, some of them don’t cost a
fortune. Why wouldn’t you want to own one?

For our shootout then we gathered together, the
biggest sellers - Yamaha's feisty WR-E, Suzuki’s hot
new DR-Z and Honda’s excellent XR-R - and
pitched them up against the 400 everyone wants to
own - the KTM EXC - to see just how much the class
of 2000 has developed. We took them around an
enduro track with numerous different riders, we
raced them, we timed them and we simply enjoyed
them. Then at the end of the day we compared
notes and wrote about them. What we learned was
that there isn’t a bad bike in this bunch, and that the
differences on the stopwatch are smaller than you
might expect.

But first to the bikes. Four enduro 400s with
about as much in common as Tony Blair and Ken
Livingstone. Four different manufacturers with four

completely different ways of doing things. And
despite having tested them individually, this was
our chance to finally put them head to head against
one another. To jump off one machine and straight
onto the next and to analyse exactly what we liked
and disliked about each bike; its strengths and
weaknesses compared to the competition...

Honda XR400R

Although it may seem like the XR4’s been around
for ages, it actually only dates from early 1996.
Nevertheless that makes it ancient compared to
bikes like the EXC, and the Honda is already begin-
ning to feel its age - check out the old-fashioned
narrow pegs. There’s talk of an all-new liquid-
cooled XR400 to deliver the range into the new
century, but for now we're stuck with the good-old
air-cooled, SOHC, four-valve XR, which apart from
being redder, looks much the same as it did when it
was first launched.

A lot of riders love the XR just exactly as it is. It's
been phenomenally successful in the US and
Australia, and even in the UK you can’t ride any-
where without coming across a bunch of XR riders.
In fact, Tony, the owner of this well used example
has returned to XR ownership for a second time
after a brief flirtation with a troublesome Yamaha.
For him the XR is everything he wants out of a bike
- fun, fast, friendly but without the hassle of some-
thing slightly more specialised.

The Honda has been subtly tweaked over the
years so that it's now a well-proven, reasonably

suspended and assuredly competent machine. It has
no particular weak spots, in fact it's the ultimate
easy to live with dirt bike, the sort of thing you ride
then put away filthy. And not surprisingly the
Honda'’s clever blend of rugged reliability, excellent
build quality and simple mechanicals means it's
become the bike of choice for the sort of rider who
doesn’t posses a set of T-bars.

Tony’s one had had a number of sensible mods
carried out, from replacing the headlight and bars,
to moving the CDI into the airbox out of harm'’s
way. But the suspension, motor and chassis were
as stock as a rock, and the bike (despite its well
used appearance) was only a few months old.

The TBM tcam hard at work on a cake test...

P

R
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Pegs might not seem like a big issue, but it's amazing
what a difference they make to bike control. Big

pegs (like the WAR's and €XC’s) are more comfortable,
give better grip, and are less prone to clogging up...
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Yamaha WR400F

Yamaha's second generation of the potent WR-F is
not only much improved it’s also taken the enduro
world by storm. Believe it or not the WR4 is Yamaha
France’s biggest selling enduro bike, comfortably
outpacing its nearest rival (the WR250) by a factor
of two to one. Other 400s simply don’t get a look in.
And it’s not just in France either. Turn up at any UK
enduro and you'll find heaps of WR-Fs, so Yamaha
must be doing something right.

Why is it so popular? Undoubtedly the Yamaha’s
bad-boy image has got a lot to do with it. When you
make the fastest, most fearsome 400 (up until the
KTM arrived), you're bound to attract a sizeable
audience, add in the fact that the WR (like many
Yamaha’s) is intrinsically sporting, fun to ride and
comes with good suspension, then you begin to see
why the ‘F” has found so many takers.

From our point of view we're pleased to be able
to report that the 2000 model WR has improved in a
number of key areas: most obvious of which is the
new slimline tank and seat unit which all but trans-
forms the machine. But Yamaha haven't just left it
at that; they’ve also been hard at work making
changes to frame, steering, suspension, carburetion,
ignition, generator and motor. The WR still has the
most rip-snorting powerplant of all the 400s with its
sexy liquid-cooled, DOHC, five-valve design, but
now its better carbureted, easier to start and simpler
to ride fast. Apart from feeling slimmer it also looks
a lot nicer and the ergos are vastly improved.

We slipped an MX tyre onto the Yam since the
rear enduro hoop was well past its best, and loos-
ened off the headbearings which were way too tight.
Other than that and the fitment of some sensible
Renthal bars, the Yam is exactly as you’d buy it.

Suzuki DR-Z400E
Suzuki'’s all-new electric-start enduro bike was
launched earliet this year and has very quickly
established itself as a top-selling (if not currently,
THE top-selling) 400 in the UK. There’s three differ-
ent models to choose from (with or without electric
start), and all feature a similar liquid-cooled, DOHC
four-valve engine in a capable if not remarkable
chassis. In our first test we reckoned the DR slotted
neatly between the Captain Sensible XR and the
Wild Child WR, but with a hulking midrange motor
which could blast them both into the weeds in the
crucial torque wars.

The DR-Z is newer in design than its nearest rival
- the XR - and it shows, with more modern ergos
and a great mix of trail-ability and raceworthyness.
The seat is comfy, the tank big but not too bulky and
the suspension though soft, is extremely effective.

The new DR-Z sensibly builds on the tremendous
success of the old DR350, with an easy-to-ride chas-
sis, a tremendous engine and featherlight controls.

KTM uses a mix
of old and ncw
technology in
their new sohc
engine. The
motor loves
revs, but has
enough bottom
and mid-range
grunt to get by.
Slotted into a
regular KTM
chassis, the
necw thumper
feels superbly
light...

Suzuki's new
DR-Z was the
surprise engine
package of the
400 test. With
barrel-loads of
torque on tap,
the DR nceded
fewer gear
changes than
all the others.
Sadly the chas-
sis can't quite
match the won-
derful engine
and gearbox...

Yamaha's WR4
still has one of
the best motors
in the 400cc
class, and now
the chassis is
even better
too. With fine
handling and
good crgos the
WR is much
improved. All
it lacks is the
electric start of
the €XC and DR

Honda's valiant
old stager still
has a part to
play in the 400
class for those
who require
simplicity over
power and
performance.
The chassis is
good but not
exceptional but
the whole is
still greater
than the sum
of its parts...
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It carries a few extra pounds compared to the others
here, but it has the distinction of being the first of
the Japanese dirt thumpers to feature a thumb-
starter and that counts for a lot. It’s also the cheap-
est to buy which makes it good value in our books.
This one turned out to be the same bike we’d test-
ed a few months before, and with more miles on the
bore it was clear that the engine was loosening up
nicely - with even more power on tap. There was
also evidence of a few scrapes and dings (the bike
had been used by the DR-Z sensation school) but
overall the finish was standing up okay to the abuse
which had been meted out. However it was also the
only one of the Japanese bikes to have its original
steel bars in place. And the only one to end up with
bent bars at the end of the day. It was also too loud...

KTV 400ENC

KTM'’s new enduro thumper has come straight in at
the number one slot if the combination of consumer
demand and race results is anything to go by. It’s the
lightest, slimmest, sexiest, easiest starting, best han-
dling thumper that the Austrian factory has ever
produced - and it's also comfortably the most expen-
sive bike on test here.

As part of the new generation of KTMs, it shares
the same lineage as the two-stroke EXC models,
with a commonalty of parts (and handling traits),
and good build quality. And while the liquid-
cooled, SOHC engine with its six-speed gearbox is
unquestionably impressive, it’s single-purpose
nature (and 100 hour limit before requiring atten-
tion) will not appeal to everyone.
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Clive pretends
stuck in the
‘the Yamaha's clu

Undoubtedly however it’s the fact that this bike
comes with the magical electric button which has
made it so attractive. Because despite its good looks
and fine chassis, without the thumb starter it would
almost certainly be perceived by the casual rider as
expensive exotica. The fact that it can be ridden
FAST by virtually anyone is testament to the KTM’s
overall design integrity.

Our test bike owned by TBM reader Tim West
(KTM had sold out), had been fitted with a sump-
guard and the rear light cluster had been removed.
With its wide pegs, braceless alloy bars, clear tank
and digital speedo it’s certainly well equipped, as
you would expect of a bike costing 20 percent more
than the others. It's also the bike we couldn’t wait to
get our hands on again...

Si Pavey

As we all now know the four-
stroke has made a resurgence
as a serious off-road bike over
the last five years. Yet while I
have been a four-stroke lover
and rider for a lot longer than
that, I'm the first to admit that
even now a good two-stroke
is much easier to ride in the
typical British off road slop. In my opinion, there are
still two key areas that need to be fixed: starting and
weight. However, four-strokes offer all-round capa-
bilities that the two-strokes can’t match, and every
year the thumpers get better. This year they have
once again taken another big leap forward...

Gidday Mite!

Engines

Engines are definitely where it's at with a
400cc four-stroke. These days they are fast
enough to match any two-stroke (faster at the
top end), and they deliver that seamless
power in a more controllable way - plus

they sound great.

Last year the Yamaha had the motor to
beat with vast amounts of power on tap, but
glitches meant that it was very easy to stall
and occasionally difficult to restart. Yamaha
has made some changes to the CDI and fitted
a new carb, and the WR-F now deals with
slow speed stuff and low revs faultlessly. [
didn’t stall the bike once during testing this
year. The WR-F is still stonkingly fast, pulls
from everywhere and revs to the moon.

The KTM is a very exciting motorcycle
because it takes the modern four-stroke con-
cept yet another step forward. As with the
Yam and the new Suzook it has a short-
stroke, fast-revving powerplant. But the KTM
easily feels like it produces the most horse-
power. It will wheelie out of every corner,
decimates any mud that might be in the way,
and just generally hauls ass. The trade-off,
is a very two-stroke-esque power delivery,
with less grunt and a little bit of clutch work
needed to keep the Austrian flag flying.
Exhilarating yes - simple to ride? Almost.

The Suzuki is also all new and the motor is
a cracker. In the overall peak power stakes I reckon
the DR-Z slots into third place just behind the
Yamaha, yet it more than makes up for that with its
hoofing mid-range delivery. The DR-Z has plenty of
bottom-end grunt, builds revs quickly and revs hard
through the middle and top. It has by far the most
flexible engine and required the least amount of
gear changes around our enduro circuit. Yep, the
DR-Z motor was definitely the surprise engine
package of the test.

Honda’s XR400 motor is unchanged yet again for
the year 2000 and is still in great shape. It feels like
it has more bottom-end and mid-range grunt than
both the WR and KTM (matching the DR-Z), and
experience tells us it’s virtually indestructible. But,
and this is the bottom line, it is now starting to feel
a little slow next to the newer models in this test.

Ergonomics

Both the KTM and the Yamaha have excellent
ergonomics. They are slim with long flat seats, large
footpegs and good handlebar positions. The KTM
comes out on top in this category simply because it
comes standard with a decent (and adjustable) set
of bars. The Suzuki, while still being fairly slim,
feels a little cramped to me and may suit shorter
riders best. The seat is also quite soft which while

7/ i i D
When it comes to detailing, all four bikes had something on
offer. The XR features a neat, curved headstock-mounted oil
cooler; The Suzuki sh
release air-box door - great for a quick check of the Filter
while waiting For your minute. Unique wavy-cedged discs on
the KTM are designed to keep the calipers from clogging up
with crud; and the WR had an odometer drive which could
easily be h

its practical touches with a quick

J up to a speedo to make the bike road legal

nice on those road sections between trails and on
your way to work, makes it a little more difficult to
move around on in corners.

The Honda once again feels a bit dated with the
bulbous tank being more noticeable than the others.
The seat foam though is spot on, it just doesn’t
extend far enough - forwards, or back.

Suspension
Because of the nature of the circuit we were using I
just couldn’t split the Yamaha and KTM in suspen-
sion performance. Neither bike tried to hurl me off
through the whooped section we rode, and both were
stable and predictable around the fast grassy turns.
The XR4 while not in the same league is still pretty
good. It's comfortable to ride and doesn’t beat you
up on those horrible little stutter bumps in and out of
every corner. And surprisingly it was predictable
through the whoops. On the one big jump on the
circuit it would bottom hard and my feet sometimes
touched the ground which was a little unnerving.-
With the KTM and the Yamaha I feel like I'm the
limiting factor in any given situation whereas on the
XR the suspension definitely limits me. The Suzuki
was frankly disappointing - way too soft and scary in
the whoops. After several near misses I resorted to
riding slowly through the whooped section one at a
time. Admittedly we left the Suzuki settings standard
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despite moaning to each other that we should try and
adjust the rear shock. I guess it just wasn't bad
enough to warrant interrupting some great riding.

Handling

The KTM wins this section easily and for me the
best thing is that it shows what can be achieved
with a four-stroke. Yes it’s official, an electric start
thumper can be light! It also shows once again how
much difference weight makes. The Yamaha and the
Suzuki both handle extremely well. They can slide
fast corners, zip through tight woods, rail berms
and nail ruts as well as any bike on the market. The
difference comes when you make a mistake on the
WREF, DR-Z or XR it takes considerable effort to get
the bike back in line and to get the next corner right.
On the KTM a little bit of muscle or body English
and the bike goes where you want - without back-
ing off the throttle. Combine this light weight with
great ergos and the KTM wins hands down.

The Suzuki and Yamaha are harder to split and
once again the Suzuki is a bit of a surprise package.
The DR-Z front wheel really sticks to the ground
and the Suzuki seems to hold its line through cor-
ners superbly well. It steers slightly faster than the
WR and despite my criticisms of the suspension, the
overall package works better than the component
parts, and as the lap times and the riders’ smiles
showed, the DR-Z is very competitive and plenty
fun to ride. The Yamaha has also improved over last
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year and it demonstrates what a few detail changes
can make to a bike. This year’s model has a slightly
shorter wheelbase and a new triple clamp and the
front end no longer pushes through the corners.

The Honda...? Well it’s an XR and handles as
they‘ve always handled. It is safe, predictable and
easy to ride - and it turns pretty swiftly too. On the
day, ours was a little handicapped by worn tyres,
but otherwise it doesn't really lose ground.

Other Bits and pieces in no
particular order

The Suzuki has typically effortless controls. I
haven't quite figured out why Suzuki can achieve
this and the others can’t, but Suzukis always have
the lightest and smoothest throttles and clutches
going. The gearchange is so easy that you barely
need to move your foot, and the brakes truly are a
one-finger operation.

The KTM and Suzuki have the only starting sys-
tem we should be prepared to accept as motorcycle
customers. The Honda and Yamaha still have crank
handles or something. Oh and we left the Suzuki'’s
lights on for nearly an hour without noticing, then
when it came to starting... it just fired right up on
the button. First time.

But it’s still too noisy...

Conclusion

The year-2000 400cc four-stroke shootout was very
different from last year. Two brand new models, two
with electric start, one as light as a two-stroke and
all four with fantastic sales figures in the UK and
world-wide makes this a very important test.

So which should you buy? Well that decision
rests with you and and your riding needs, but I've
ranked ‘em in my reverse order of preferences.

4. The Honda XR400R is as ever a trusty steed. The
bike still performs well after four years on the mar-
ket. It has plenty of grunt, has proven itself totally
indestructible, and is a total all rounder. On the
downside it’s no longer at the cutting edge of
thumper performance and it is still kickstart.

3. The Yamaha WR400F is an awesome off-road
bike that is even better for 2000. Fast, great handling
and kickstart only.

2. The Suzuki DR-Z400E is an amazing motorcycle.
When I thought about all its characteristics while
taking notes for this test I often marked it down, yet
when I rode it I was only quicker against the stop-
watch on the KTM. Of course it comes with e-start.
1. The KTM400 is the fastest and lightest 400 on test
here. It equals or betters the opposition in every key
area, and it’s newer, fresher and comes with electric
start. Reliability we can only guess at, but we know
the price and we know they’re still sold out. If you
can find one, go and buy it and roost away from
your mates...

Clive Garnham

Okay so you've all seen the
nominees for the winner of
this year’s shootout, but
before I announce my ‘Overall
Winner” award for the best
400 this year, other categories
up for grabs were: ‘Best All
Rounder’, ‘Most Improved
Performer’, ‘Best Engine’,
‘Best Handling’, ‘Best Suspension’, Quietest Bike’,
‘Best Ergo’s’ and ‘Best supporting actress who slept
with one of judges’! So in true tradition we'll have
everything in reverse order.

Last spot in the ‘Best Ergo’s’ category goes to the
Suzuki, this is not only down to the awful standard
bars (the Honda and Yamaha both had non-stan-
dard bars fitted), but also something to do with the
Suzuki’s all-round low squat feel and piddly, nar-
row pegs. That low seat could actually score posi-
tive points for the non six-footers but it just felt
awkward for me. Third place goes to the Honda
which is still afflicted with low, narrow pegs and
that big old tank preventing you sliding right up the
saddle, but it was high enough to suit me better.

Second spot is much closer for this year’s WR
than it would have been with the “99 version. Vastly
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improved with the small
tank and flatter seat it
really is nip and tuck for
first spot with the brace-
less Magura-barred KTM
and its super-light
hydraulic clutch. Indeed
I'd say it’s easier to slide
up the saddle of the Yam
than the Katosh now.

It might
The Austrian bike how- bc“;;?c old
ever just gets the nod for ~ EETEYSMNT
everything feeling com- the XR can

still rail a

paratively light with the
berm...

added extra of being
able to adjust the stan-
dard alloy bars forward
or backwards to suit.
Both bikes had great
pegs by the way.

I know we all love the
sound of a deep throaty
four-stroke thundering
away. But we love hav-
ing places to ride more
and if all bikes are as
loud as the Suzuki then
there will soon be no
place left for us to ride.
We'll all end up doing
DIY on the weekends instead, and then we’ll be
sorry! So it’s another thumbs down for the ‘Big
Yeller” in the ‘Quietest Bike’ category. Second to last

is the Honda which although quiet when corked up,
needs to be unsilenced to run properly. There wasn’t

much in it between the Yam and the KTM, both
&> TRAILBIKE NIAGAZINE

were commendably
quiet though it was
the Katosh that
impressed with its
admirable whisper
from its end-can. I
know there will be
eejits who think
they're not going
fast until they
sound fast and I
reckon they’ll be
more tempted to
replace the Yam's,
ugly steel silencer
than the KTM’s
classy alloy mulffler.
Don’t do it... lets all
make a point to the
bike and accessory
manufacturers to
get the volume
down. It’s up to
us... it’s our sport!
Unfortunately
the Suzuki comes
last in the category
of “Best Suspension’
as well, but don’t
go home yet Suzuki
fans, the best is yet
to come! Way too
soft in the shock
and not much better
up front, the bike
sits too far down
through the stroke
which ends up giv-
ing you about six or
seven inches of
actual travel for
bumps and jumps.
Though we didn’t
have time to fiddle,
it’s probably fair to
say the adjustment
range of the stan-
dard set-up isn't
sufficient for fast
race speeds so if
you are doing any-
thing serious with
your DR-Z you'll need to think about suspension.
The 2000 Honda felt better than previous XRs I've
ridden. It worked well through some of the deeper
corrugations and whoops on our test course and
really didn’t misbehave at all in this category.... But
neither did it feel astounding - just pretty neutral.

The WA, just storms
out of corners

I'll have to be honest here and put the sussies of ﬁ\ 3

the Yam and the KTM in a draw for top spot as on
the day, I couldn’t pick a winner. Both performed
really well. Both felt supple and responsive, helping
the bikes find grip on the slippery course, yet
soaked up the bigger hits too. Certainly the WR felt
like a marked improvement over last year’s bike
thanks to reworked internals front and rear.

In the ‘Best Handling’ category the wooden
spoon goes to the Honda this time. I just couldn’t
get on with it. I suspect that it wasn't entirely due to
the off colour front tyre and the inability to get my
ample weight over the front of the bike. But perhaps
that the overfirm suspension prevented the bike
from sticking to its line. I found the Honda wanting
to stay too upright forcing me to the outside of
turns where previous experience with XR4s has
shown them to be like a slot-car on the inside line.
So room for improvement there.

Now although the Suzuki is in third spot here
this doesn't truly represent what a surprise I had
from the excellent way this bike turned and tracked
around what was a pretty slippery courses. The
Suzuki was fantastic, really confidence inspiring.
I'm sure the soft suspension would have helped but
it was rock solid around the corners. I couldn’t get
the front to wash at all, it remained firmly planted
wherever I put it! Magnificent. The back would only
slide around when you actively encouraged it to do
s0. I'd say that this isn't a bike that’s going to catch
you out with any really nasty surprises in corners,
great for those less confident in slimy conditions!

Out front again it’s the thoroughbreds, with the
Yam being let down slightly by its extra weight and
(despite much improvement over last year), still
comparatively slow steering. This is okay if you're
just tackling faster more open riding (such as trails)
but if the going gets tough I'm afraid you'll proba-

bly get overtaken by a KTM. Experience at the KTM .

launch on a track where silly speeds were possible
showed that the Katosh is inclined to shake its head
at high speed on rough ground (like all KTMs). But
again on the day on a track where top speed wasn't
high, both the Yam and the KTM really impressed
with their stability.

Now in the category for ‘Best Engine’ there are
all sorts of potential sub-categories. ‘Best Starting’,
‘Fastest Overall’, ‘Most Usable’ etc etc, but in the
interests of brevity all these factors are going to
lumped together into a more general ‘Feelgood’
award. In reverse order, I guess fairly predictably
the Honda brings up the rear. A difficult decision
when there is all that reliability to be factored into
the equation. But against the new generation of
water pumpers, the XR donk looks dated and feels
slightly uninspiring. The old air-cooled lump is sen-
sitive to the correct jetting but as mentioned they
are totally oblivious to the treatment you hand out.

Tim WWest: KTIVI 400EXKC owner
hen TBM asked me if I
would bring my KTM

i along to be used in the 400
i

shootout, I had visions of my

new bike being caught on

film in that perfect picture:

hanging in the air upside

down with Crasher jumping

to one side as bits of the bike :

disintegrated on impact. But Si reassured me

that Crasher would be on a short leash and I

would get to try out all the test bikes and have a

great day’s riding. How could I resist?

Coming back to off-roading two years ago

4 after a 15 year layoff, things had changed big

¥ time. I'd always previously ridden four-strokes
¢ (or more correctly attempted to hang onto

them), but back then the old story of heavy and
difficult to start bikes rang true. So when I read
the TBM review in the Nov ‘99 issue on the new
ightweight, electric-start KTM 400 I placed an
order immediately before they sold out. The test
day was hopefully going to confirm for me

\/ whether I'd made the right choice...

I’d owned an XR400 for a while, and the test
bike reminded me what a fun and usable all-
round machine it can be. Loads of low-end

¢ grunt, almost indestructible, low maintenance

"etc, but the handling felt a little “woolly” and no

N, electric start. The DR-Z was also great fun. More

':; low end stomp than both the WR or KTM and

with the benefit of electric start. But the suspen-
sion package couldn’t match either of those
machines and the exhaust noise would get
annoying after a few hours riding.

The WR felt closest to my KTM - good every-
where except no button - which I wouldn’t be
without now. So that just left my EXC, having

| 1 done a few enduros, a couple of moto-X events

b
fk got tweaked eh Ti

b |

*and a French raid, I can’t really fault it. It does
everything well and gives me the confidence to
hopefully improve. Besides... after spending
over five grand on it, how could I say anything
else? Tim WWest

So that’s how the Suzuki's bars
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Side by side into second
spot are...... wait for it...... the
Yamaha and the KTM! That
can mean only one thing
Einstein.... Yep the Suzuki
has got a fantastic engine
and it wins my ‘Best Engine’
award. And it’s not even
really meant as a full on fire
breather. But to old die-hard
traditionalists like me the
Suzuki delivers just what I
want out of a four-stroke. It
tires up at the push of a but-
ton and rips into a fantasti-
cally torquey bottom-end
which just keeps on build-
ing through the mid-range
and then surprisingly still
likes a few revs as well. The
softish chassis (and quick
steering) almost certainly
helps the Suzook find
impressive amounts of grip
and so it even manages to
loft the front end out of slip-
pery corners. Great fun!
Interestingly the engine also
appears to be a very solid
unit. That may mean plus
points if you're looking for
reliability and minus points
if looking for light weight.
The bottom line though
remains, I was really bowled
over by that engine and am
sure you will be too!
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So surprisingly the runner
up spot is a split decision
between the EXC and the
WR4. The Yamaha edges
ahead of the KTM in actual

power output and delivery
but then the KTM makes that
ground back up again with
that beautiful little start but-
ton, so at the line it's a photo
finish. They both lack torque,
the Katosh more so than the
Yam, which also feels slightly
more willing to rev on as
well. On the track I reckon
there would probably only
be a cigarette paper between
them in a drag race.

The category for the ‘Most
Improved Performer” is real-
ly a category made up espe-
cially for the Yamaha so that
its efforts over the last year

don’t go unrewarded. The
KTM and Suzuki don't
qualify as they are both
newcomers and the XR
has (more or less) only
changed its graphics for
the last few years.

But just because there
is no real competition for
the title, doesn’t mean the
Yamaha’s achievement
this year should be down-
played. There are few
changes visible with the
naked eye but those
changes have added up to
a significant improvement
in the whole package. For
example the smaller tank
and revised seat have vast-
ly improved the ability to
move around on the bike.
The suspension and geom-
etry changes have helped
it track and corner better,
and the carb and CDI
mods have contributed to
a better spread of power
and easier starting than
last year’s model. Don’t
get me wrong it’s still a
high compression four-
stroke and I"dmuch rather
see it fitted with an electric
boot, but despite dropping
the bike on the floor, we encountered no signifi-
cant problems coaxing the WR back into life.

Last year’s 400 shootout was run in better con-
ditions but, although I had to acknowledge the
potential of the WR400 then, I didn’t really enjoy
riding it. This year in worse conditions and with
the full expectation that I wouldn't warm to the
WR, I was very pleasantly surprised by the
updated Yam, so much so that it could yet man-
age run off with the top prize!

The category of ‘Best All Rounder” has lived in
the Honda trophy cabinet for years now. With
versatility and dependability that the pure racers
can’t match there was no competition for the title.
But now with the DR-Z on the scene the XR4 is
threatened. How do they stack up? Sadly the
exhaust note knocks huge points off the DR-Z
and in unmodified form restricts the bike to
closed course use only. That shoots the Suzuki
squarely in the foot and along with the bike’s
lack of any road gear compared to the XR, hands
the crown back to the Honda for another year!
But with a few small amendments from Suzuki..?

Here’s Crasher in a rare upright
moment. Secconds after this photo
was taken, Dave collided -
with o wild boar, lost

control and cartwheceled

into a queue of orphans

waiting to go to church.
Fortunately Dave'’s

custom painted lid

was unmarked... -

“ 5 Okay let me start off by saying that in this test

there simply aren’t any losers - every one of these

N, Dikes is good. But of course I have my favourites

. and for me the much improved Y2k Yamaha just
sneaked it ahead of the DR-Z.

The XR4 will always have its fans but in this
company the old girl is starting to show her age.
KTM’s latest offering while undoubtedly a quality
piece of kit is a tad too serious for my liking. The
motor loves revs but lacks any real grunt off the
bottom - and just check out that price!

So that leaves the WR and the new Suzook.
Well the DR-Z has a superb lekky-start motor,
heaps of grunt all through the range which makes
it a cinch to ride, but as tested, the Suzuki’s sus-
penders felt too soggy and soft to really push-on
over rough terrain.

Which leaves the WR as my choice of 400 four.
Much slimmer at the tank, a few chassis and sus-
pension tweaks and further general all round

; f development, make this year’s Yam a big
) improvement over last year’s offering. Not only

* does the WR have a powerful, well silenced
motor, it’s also much torquier at low rpm than the
Austrian bike. The overall suspension and chassis

i feels well sorted and extremely neutral. But for
me the best thing about the 2000 WR is the ease
of starting the thing.

Despite being dropped several times and
stalled out by locking up the rear end, the motor
¢ started just about first kick every time! This bike

¢ would be my ideal enduro-trail-rally machine if

. only Yamaha bit the bullet and fitted the electric

,‘ boot we said it should have way back in issue 36.
¥ Crasher Cornish
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Despite the fact that the WR4 has finished some
African Rallies it is obviously not targeted at any-
thing other than enduro use. Even trail riding won't
be as good on this bike as last year’s because of the
smaller tank and lack of range. The same applies to
the KTM, unlike its predecessor - the LC4 - with its
agricultural strength motor which you could easily
rally or trail ride, this is not a realistic option with
the svelte new EXC. Light weight was the priority
not cast iron longevity. People like to take this the
wrong way, as a comment on the EXC’s reliability.
Not so, there is no reason to suspect the reliability of
the EXC in normal enduro use, but you'd be ill-
advised to set off to do the Paris - Dakar on one.
Okay, is that clear?

Can I have the envelope please...?
So now with a drum roll it’s time to announce the
results in the category of my ‘Overall Winner’.
Based on the type of riding that I like to do.....

I'love ‘em all, of course, but in everything there
has to be a loser (don’t I know it!) and unfortunately
the one that I'd least like to buy would be the XR. I
respect the bike immensely but feel that its days are
numbered and can’t wait for its replacement.
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Thoroughly impressed as I am with the new
Suzuki and I really am, it’s bounced into third place
by average suspension and a raucous exhaust. The
fact that its motor is far more fun than the two rac-
ers should have placed it higher. But expect great
things next year from the DR-Z.

All it would have taken is one little button to put
the Yam in first place. I'd have traded the slight
weight disadvantage for the Japanese quality, excel-
lent brakes, fine suspension, good manners, slightly
meatier power and extra cash saving of the WR.
Well done Yamaha!

But the middleweight thumper crown goes this
year (in my opinion) to the KTM 400EXC. A bike
that has its flaws but is outstanding for a new
model. It feels as light as a two-stroke and behaves
impeccably. The biggest problem with the 400EXC is
the fact that right now you can’t buy one for love
nor money...

Thanks to: Tim West and Tony McColley for the
loan of their bikes - you guys are too trusting!

Price: EA{iELEENiy]
1> L CHE  Liquid-cooled, SOHC, kick &
electric-start, four-stroke

& stroke: EE:EBE:T )
placement: 398cc
925mm
SL
115kg

SUZUKI DR-Z400E

£3799 (+otr)
|2 L CHE  Liquid-cooled, DOHC, electric-
start, four-stroke
Bore & stroke: QLB E:PE ]
Displacement: [k:i:{H
Seat height: L3511
Fuel capacity: 10L
Dry weight: Vi3]

YAMAHA WRA400F

£4399 [+ntl‘]

Liquid-cooled, DOHC, kick start,
four-stroke

92 x 60.1mm

399cc

940mm

8L

117kg

£4295 (+otr)

Air-cooled, SOHC, kick start,
four-stroke

85 x 70mm

397cc

930mm

9.5L

118kg

w00Ds

COMPETITION GOGGLES
WITH LIGHT SENSITIVE LENS

=xt mill=nnium Ehings |,

b TIME NATIONAL ENOURD

CHAMPION . 11 TIME ISP GOLD MEDAL WINNER
ALWAYS CHOOSES PROGRIP EXTREME 6066LES 3200

“[JUST CAN'T SAY ENOUGH 600D THINGS ABOUT
PROGRIP GOGGLES THEY'RE THE BEST ANTI-FOG
LENSES ON THE MARKET! AND NOW WITH THE NEW
LIGHT SENSITIVE LENSES,

THESE GOGGLES ARE REAL
WINNERS!”

ANDNOW, (T (S THE IIHE IMM HAF W FDllﬂl 10U.

Distributed by:

SOLE IMPORTERS
Parkstone Pole- Do set Bh14 OLU - Tel-Fax:01202.741580

VWW. progrip.com




Yamaha WR280
The Mieney Pit...»

o say I was gutted would be an under-
T statement. There I was on the final check

of the last lap in the White Horse Enduro
deep in the heart of North Yorkshire. I was 46
minutes late, exhausted but exhilarated because I
was about to finish the first round of the North
of England Enduro Championship - reputed to be
the toughest series in the country. Suddenly the
bike made a sort of hiccup sound, hesitated for a
moment, then the throttle stuck wide open.

I grabbed the clutch, hit the kill button and
coasted to a halt, but not before scaring myself
shi.... half to death. Then, just as it stopped there
was a sort-of ‘SSHTOOK' noise which I took to be
the sound of the carb slide dropping back down.
As it turned out, the throttle cable had detached
itself (at the carb end) when I was no more than
a mile from the finish.

From my lofty viewpoint at the top of a hill I
could see the rows of vans and trailers in the
car-park, I began to push the bike, but clarted
in mud, it was interminably heavy. After about
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100m I gave up, dumped the bike and laid down
exhausted. It surely couldn’t get any worse than
this. Five minutes later it began to snow...!

Stripping the bike down afterwards revealed
that the throttle cable had somehow managed to
detach itself from the needle holder, and pull past
the little plastic locking ring, I ordered a couple of
new carb parts from Allens Performance R&D
(01949 836733), and tried to put the disappoint-
ment out of my mind as I set about prepping the
bike for the following weekend.

We'd entered a two-day enduro in north-east
France and would have to set off by the following
Thursday - there was surely plenty of time to get
the bike ready? Apart from fixing up the carb, I
renewed the throttle cable (leaving the old one in
place as a spare), and completely cleaned up the
twistgrip assembly making sure that the cable
was routed correctly. I fitted a new set of Renthal
bars and as a precaution added a pair of Apico
cold-forged brake and clutch levers (£6.15 each),
which don’t snap if the bike gets dropped. On
went a set of superb Dunlop FIM enduro tyres
and double tubes went in - just in case.

The Yorkshire course had been a fantastic mix
of open going and forestry ruts, though towards
the end of each lap it ran through a bunch of big

rocks. Needless to say by the end of the event the
WR'’s exhaust looked more battered than Blez’s
van and I'd flattened part of the bottom section.
There was no time to get it fixed before leaving so
I got on to the guys at MD Racing (they’re the
FMEF importers - 01935 429646), and the following
day a shiny new FMF Gnarly pipe arrived with a
note saying ‘bend this if you can.’ I can never
resist a challenge.

The Gnarly is basically FMF’s Gold Series Fatty
pipe (I've got one on my CRM) but constructed
from thick 18-gauge steel to resist bangs and
dents. Nickel-plated and designed with extra
volume to give increased mid-range and top-end,
the gnarly pipe retails at £185 inc vat, and fitted
straight on to the stock tailpipe without requiring
any jetting changes (on the 250). Thanks guys.

A stiff clutch and a certain amount of clutch
judder had caused me to order a new cable and
take a look at the clutch basket, but when I pulled
the plates out, the basket looked badly worn.
Talon make beautiful hard anodised replacement
baskets but on the WR you need to send your old
one down to them in order that they can machine
the gear off it and attach it to the new one. When
I saw the new basket I swallowed hard, but the
enclosed invoice was less than £100 - consider-
ably cheaper than a Yamaha original.

Because we didn’t have a clutch holding tool
nor the requisite 29mm socket, I foolishly let
Clive talk me into using an air-wrench at the
local Quick-Fit tyre centre to spin the hub-nut
off and then back on again with the new clutch
basket in place. We bent the locking tab washer
around the nut but it had the consistency of
warm dough and I wondered how long it
would hold up. And I had good reason to.

Anyway, we refilled the bike with oil and
started it up, but the screeching noise it made
was unbelievable. There were cats running for
cover in all directions and when I closed the
throttle, the engine stopped dead. In despera-
tion I phoned around everyone I knew with a
WR250, but no-one could make any sense of it.
In the end Clive convinced me the hub-nut
must be on too tight, but Quick-Fit had long
since closed and we didn’t have the appropri-
ate tools. It was now getting dark.

So we leant the bike over, removed the
clutch cover and tapped the nut loose with a
cold chisel. Then we nicked it up a tiny bit and
bent the tab washer back over. SNAP. The tab
fell off in my hands. Oh Great.

With just a few short hours to go before our
ferry departed I had no choice but to leave the
bike as it was. Two days later I was down in
France sitting on the start line of an enduro
praying that the clutch nut would hold up.

It didn’t. On the way to the first check it packed
in leaving me with drive, but no way of declutch-
ing. I wasn't looking forward to the road cross-
ings up ahead.

Somehow I managed to make it to the first
check, pulled the clutch apart and found that the
hub-nut had spun itself off. So I turned what
remained of the tab washer upside down and
used one of its locating lugs as a tab. Believe it or
not, it’s held up ever since.

By now I was seriously late having dropped 20-
odd minutes fixing the clutch, and I was trying to
make up a bit of time on the going. That’s when
the throttle decided to stick wide open again -
WAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAHHHHH! I shot
past a few surprised riders and stopped the bike
with the kill switch, but I was pretty shaken. It
doesn’t take a genius to work out the conse-
quences of a sticking throttle and an inability to
declutch. Thank God it hadn’t happened 30 min-
utes earlier.

I figured I'd had my share of bad luck for the
trip and even a fouled plug couldn’t dent my opti-
mistic mood as I rolled into parc ferme at the end
of day one. Of course I should've known better...

The next day it took a few smart kicks to get
the WR started but once underway it seemed
okay - for about
the first 20 min-
utes. Then the
problems started
again. The bike
seemed to lose
power, wouldn’t
rev-out and it felt
like the power-
valve wasn't
working. I didn’t
want to pull it
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apart at lunchtime for fear of what I
might find, so I pressed on riding a
250cc with an 80cc powerband.

By tucking in behind the bars on
the fast road sections I could just
about build up enough speed for
the power-valve to sort-of work
(the engine makes a kind of ‘rip-
ping’ sound when it’s open), but on
the rough stuff it simply wouldn’t
function at all. That left me serious-
ly short of go for the special tests
and the final motocross. Every time
I changed up from second gear the
engine would bog down and I had
to downchange and scream it again.

Nevertheless it finished the event
and once I got the bike back home I
removed the powervalve cover to
take a look. As the cover came off,
out dropped a little screw and a
horseshoe-shaped clip which was
supposed to hold the powervalve
in place. Two minutes with a screw-
driver and a dab of Loctite and it
was working fine again!

While I had the bike apart I fig-
ured it was time for a bit of a tidy-
up. The head and linkage bearings
were regreased, the old torn seat
cover removed and the graphics
stripped off the tank. A beautiful
new set of Werx graphics had recently arrived
courtesy of BHR (01582 472374), and these were
grafted into place. I'd purchased a new tab washer
for both the hub-nut and the front sprocket as well
as a new tank strap which had somehow gone
missing. These spares arrived along with a few
gaskets and seals from Yamaha parts specialists
ARD (01283 521302). These guys are not only well
stocked with parts, but helpful and knowledgeable
to boot - and of course they advertise in the mag.

I reassembled the bike, ready for a spot of trail
riding the next day, but at the first long downhill I
came to, I couldn’t stop the thing and ended up in
the bushes on the opposite side of the track.
Something was definitely wrong! I knew the pads
were okay and there was plenty of lever pressure,
but when I looked down at the fork leg, the left
seal was blown and oil was pouring into the
caliper. Curses I was racing the following day, too.

The bike wasn’t running very well either; it
wouldn't idle, felt lumpy and was stalling all too
frequently, a little look around the engine
revealed traces of oil around the base gasket.

Oh no, here we go again.

I arrived at the race the following day with

some trepidation. For whatever reason we’'d
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elected to do
a motocross
for a change
and [ can’t
say I was
particularly
looking for-
ward to rac-
ing without a
front brake. I
cleaned up
the fork leg
with contact
cleaner and a
rag, and the
bike sailed through scrutineering, which was no
more than a precursory twist of the throttle.

After practice which wasn'’t too bad, I found
myself lining up for my heat. I got a reasonable
start, stayed out of trouble at the first turn and was
about halfway down the short downhill straight
when some idiot on a Kawasaki just took me out
bigtime. [ went down with a clatter and was badly
winded. But by the time I got my breath back, Mr
Kawasaki had cleared off. Just as well.

Apart from giving me a badly bruised set of
ribs he’d also torn one of the fork leg protectors
clean off my bike, and though I wobbled round
for a finish, and managed one more race in the

In went a new air Filter

afternoon, it was clear I wasn’t up to much racing.

So it was back to another spannering session, a
new set of fork seals and bushes from Pro Racing
(01327 301322), a replacement DID X-ring chain,
another set of sprockets, and as I write this I'm
just about to pull the barrel off, replace the head
and base gasket and fit a new set of rings. To be
honest I've now stopped trying to add up all the
costs from the past couple of months for fear that
my £2000 ‘investment’ might have actually cost
more in parts than it did to buy in the first place.

I don’t half pick ‘em...

What goes like Sh*!t...
but smells like Strawberries?

OTR Lubricants Ltd sole distributors
throughout the UK of the only oil product
to carry the scent of strawberries.

We supply the full range of Ipone :
products from fully synthetic 2 stroke = !
racing oil to chain lube and degreasers.

For a full product range and price list
call OTR Lubricants on...

01937 832207
OT R Working in

Lid /w'ﬂrrﬁ/'é/up

OTR Lubricants Ltd 4 Wharfe Bank Tadcaster North Yorkshire LS24 9AY Tel/Fax: 01937 832207
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Raid Enduro Las NMerindades.

Wirhile readers Jim and Dot
Jones were holidaying in Spain
they decided to take in an
unusual Spanish off-road
competition. Here’s the story...

The Raid-Enduro Scene. Dot:

You will know the expression ‘as one door closes anoth-
er one opens’, well this is exactly what happened when
we tried to attend the first round of the 2000 WSB
(World Super Bikes) in Valencia. My husband Jim and I
were spending the winter in southern Spain, plenty of
vino with lots of trail riding in the warm sunny weather.

We hadn'’t any particular timetable other than to be in
Marseilles in early April. Our youngest son Mike and
his wife Susan had entered the Optic 2000 Rally in
Tunisia in their special Land-Rover Freelander and
needed both our moral support and creche facilities for
the grandchildren. A few days in Valencia on March
12th seemed a good idea and we looked forward to
cheering Foggy on to the start of his fifth title year.
Unfortunately Spain called a general election and voting
was set for... yes, you guessed it, March 12th. All major
sporting events were rescheduled in case they prevented
the natives from getting to the polling booths.

We were camped right next to a beach on the Almeria
coast at Mojacar , a good location for trail riding as the
coastal plain is a narrow strip and the mountains reach
down to the Mediterranean. While thumbing through a
copy of Moto Verte (Spanish version) to see if there were
any other events within reach, we came across an even
better alternative. First we found an Indoor Trial in
Madrid, then the Spanish round of the outdoor World
<> TRAILBIKE NIAGAZINE

Trials Championship in Cordoba, both too far away. But
over the page was a snippet about the first round of a
series of Raid-Enduro events being held at Baza (pro-
nounced Batha), just down the road. We had even been
in that area whilst trail riding in the high Sierras.

The next day was spent trying to get more informa-
tion from a secretary who only spoke Spanish, eventual-
ly a visiting Geordie came to the rescue and translated
the bad news (though we could've done with an inter-
preter to translate the Geordie); apparently entries
closed the next day.

Using his best ‘grovelling’ tactics Jim got an entry,
provided his entry fee was paid into a bank and his
details were faxed to Madrid. The entry fee included
camping, food, music, entertainment as well as the com-
petition itself and for a small extra fee his ‘buddy” (me)
could be included in all but the competition. Sounded
great. After a morning wrestling with the banking sys-
tem, a photocopier and a fax machine we crossed our
fingers and waited. A few days later a letter arrived con-
firming Jim'’s entry in the Veterans class (he is, after all,
over 60) - together with his riding number, 601.

On Friday morning we headed towards Baza to find
the start which we’d been told was in a town-centre
park. A bit of detail had obviously been lost in transla-
tion and the start area parking and camping was actual-
ly at a disused railway station. All we found were a few
guys sorting out the bar and disco music. Not a prob-
lem, it was mid afternoon and we knew that between
1pm-5.30pm all Spaniards were eating, drinking or
doing something more important. As more competitors
arrived, the secretary set up ‘shop’ and we were made
welcome. We were given background ovals and num-
bers for the bike, a set of regulations (in Spanish) and

tickets for meals. Jim looked a bit con-
cerned that all the riders seemed to be
fit young Spaniards riding Gas Gas or
KTM enduro bikes, doing wheelies and
stoppies everywhere, but he prepped
the bike nonetheless.

By talking to many people we gradu-
ally found bits of information: a Raid-
Enduro is unlike any UK event; it’s in
three parts (bit like Blez's bike then - ed),

a short timed special test, an optional
knockout motocross and a timed cross
country stage. No scrutineering, no time
cards, no stages between the tests. Only
the later stage counts towards the:

‘4 ESTACIONES CHAMPIONSHIP'.
Estaciones? Railway stations, apparently!
The disused railway buildings pro-

vided offices, toilets, showers and an
outside area ideal for the bar and disco.
The disco music began to boom out and
went on all through the night, compet-
ing with the local youth brass band
using the building beside our camper.
We tried in vain to sleep while riders
arrived throughout the night and
unloaded their bikes. It seemed obligato-
ry to start the bike and do a few circuits
of the car park on the back wheel while
their ‘buddies’ tried to knock tent pegs
into concrete. Competitors came not
just from all over Spain but from North
Africa as well. The emphasis however
was on enjoyment, though some riders
obviously take the series very seriously
indeed, whilst others arrived with large
trailbikes or dirt classics including a
Montesa Capra.

Bacon butties weren’t on the breakfast
menu, instead a slice of cake, a mug of
cold chocolate milk and a piece of fruit was on offer.
Jim’s Honda CRM250R attracted a lot of attention, they
aren’t available in Spain and the local youths thought
my Yamaha TTR250 shouldn't be ridden by an old
woman like me. As the designated start time (9.30)
approached, riders were still fettling their machines, so
in typical Spanish fashion, there was a 30 minute delay.
At the new start time, the local police arrived in their
4x4, sirens blaring. Everyone including buddies on road
bikes and scooters formed up behind the police car for a
noisy escorted ride through the centre of town and out
to the start of the special stage.

Part One. The 8km special test. Jim:

I followed the police car, along with 100 other competi-
tors and a similar number of ‘others” until we arrived in
the mountains at the start of the test. The briefing and
‘pep’ talk was wasted on me but I got the drift of it, ‘try
to stay alive’. We were to follow a marshal for a ‘sight-
ing lap’ and then return back to the start in our own
time using 1-2km of tracks. Simple?

Well nobody followed the marshal, he was ridden
over by the hundred competitors within 30m of the
start, as we all took off at pace. Initially my worst fears
were realised, the course was 100mph dusty tracks inter-

spersed with rocky outcrops and
hairpin bends. But after about a
third distance the course entered
a ravine and started climbing. It
eventually went to 800m (2500
feet), and when I got there I
found the entire entry trying to
emulate mountain goats leaping
from ledge to ledge. The CRM
was in trouble, first the tempera-
ture light came on, then it
brewed tea and finally the
clutch started slipping. With
some delay I reached the finish
and made my way back down
to the start. There I found most
of the competitors sitting on
their hands, none of them want-
ed to go first. I reasoned to
myself that to go late would be
a mistake as the course could be blocked, so I headed
for the line and was sixth away. Starting at thirty-second
intervals gave everybody a chance with the dust. I was
passed by two faster riders and passed two myself. But
by the time I crossed the line there was more than two
minutes between me and the following rider.

The Background. Dot:

While Jim was involved with the ‘sighting lap” I found
out that there was a track to the top of the mountain
where it was possible to see the finish. Unfortunately an
over-zealous marshal held me back where the course
crossed the road and Jim shot past into the gorge. By the
time [ reached the top he had been there for some time.
There was a real party atmosphere as riders stayed to
cheer on their mates or rivals, the schoolboys were given
a rousing cheer as they struggled up the steep climb on
100cc MX bikes. One rider, an experienced desert racer,
on a Kawasaki Tengai 600 shod with trail tyres was
spectacular and got a huge cheer as he wheelied across
the line. The view from the top of the mountain was
awe inspiring, on one side the plain with Baza and the
coastal mountains in the distance, while round the other
was a huge reservoir with clear blue water and the snow
capped Sierra Nevada as a backdrop.
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STATION-STATION

Then it was back down the mountain to Baza to fettle
the bike and have lunch. Two giant paella pans were
simmering over a circle of burning logs. One contained
a potato concoction and the other a sort of meat stew.
Everyone with a ticket got a bit of each on their plate, a
bread roll, a creme caramel and as much beer as you
wanted to drink. The sky was blue, the sun shining and
the talk at the bar was all the usual excuses, I didn’t
need to understand Spanish to know what they meant:

‘I was going for it when this rock jumped out and
knocked the back wheel off line’. Or: ‘I would have been
much quicker if the guy in front hadn’t fallen off right
on my line, and blocked my run at the big hill...".

It was hot and we were tired after our sleepless night
so we crashed out on the bed for a mid afternoon siesta.
We awoke to the revving of a big four-stroke and
realised everyone was getting ready to start something
else. Jim dashed out and came back with the news that
the motocross started in ten minutes at 4.30pm. he put
his clobber back on and joined the rabble behind the
police car for another noisy route out along a track
beside the main highway to a MX circuit. Well I think
that is what it was because with so many riders going
for a practice lap is was impossible to see for the huge
clouds of dust. Once again we struggled to find out the
procedure and after much discussion realised it was a
voluntary elimination event just for fun.

Part Two - The Optional Notocross. Jim:
The simple formats are the best, somebody told me that.
In this case you chose any heat and lined up with four
other riders, the winner went though to the next round.
Because I didn’t know any other riders, the other four in
my heat could have been national champions - or regu-
lar riders like me. The motocrossers put on a good dis-
play and I watched in awe as they stormed round in the
deep sand disregarding the dust and drop offs. At last I
lined up and as the flag dropped I shot off the line to get
the holeshot. As expected I was soon overtaken but fin-
ished fourth and retired gracefully. We stayed to watch
some more races especially the one with the big Tengai
in it, whose rider seemed to be able to make the bike as
wide as a double decker bus so that none of the others
could pass him. The crowd were cheering and urging
him on but soon the more nimble bikes overtook him
and he was also eliminated.

The Background. Dot:

Back to town to refuel, clean the air filter, oil the chain
and enjoy a hot shower. The times for the morning stage
had been posted and the fastest was number 99 on a
Honda CR250. Out of 100 riders who completed the
stage Jim was 55th, three minutes behind the leader.
There were a few surprised riders who found the old
English bloke on a trailbike had beaten them and he was
congratulated on a good ride. The organisers had been
concerned as he was the oldest competitor in the over 50
class and figured he would struggle with the type of
going. Particularly on the next day in the 70-100km
enduro. However I knew his performance would be
indirectly related to the number of beers he consumed
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at dinnertime. By 9.30pm the grilled pork chops and
sausages that are a speciality of the region were ready,
and of course the beer was again free. The awards for
the timed stage and MX were presented by several
young ladies to the winners of each class amidst much
cheering and applause. At 10.30pm the crowds began to
gather and the entertainment began. Two local trials rid-
ers, mounted on a Gas Gas and a Bultaco Sherco per-
formed their tricks to flashing lights, smoke and beat
music for about an hour, riding up steps onto high walls
and leaping onto cars. The crowd roared and everyone
enjoyed the spectacle. It soon became clear that we
wouldn't be getting much sleep tonight either as the
music became louder and louder.

Sunday was another glorious sunny day and even
more riders arrived for the enduro that included a class
for quads - thankfully using a separate route on the tight
bits. The police led the parade through town once again,
while the riders were getting more daring, wheelieing
off the pavements and trying to get their front wheel on
the back of the police car! The enduro course started on
the hillside above town beside a dusty track in a gully
and Jim tried to use the same tactics as yesterday and go
early. It was explained to him that the start is in numeri-
cal order in groups of ten and he would be at the back,
just in front of the quads.

Part Three. The enduro. Jim:

The start area was chaotic, but was gradually sorted out
by the organisers. The riders had to complete two laps
to qualify as a finisher, except those on machines over
600cc, schoolboys, veterans and quads who were timed
over one lap. Classes were simplified into two-stroke
MX and enduro, four-stroke MX and enduro, trailbikes,
schoolboys, classics (twin shock), quads, over 40 and
over 50. The actual course length was 82 km (50 miles),
I decided to treat it like a Hare & Hounds event: start at
a reasonable pace and try to settle down.

For the amusement of the spectators, the organisers
had lined up the oldest competitor (me) alongside the
youngest, a 14 year old on a little Kwacker. All it took
was one kid to disrupt my strategy - so when the flag
dropped we were racing. The little bx++sr was defending
his lines into corners, he thought he was going to be

able to motocross for 50 miles. A couple of bends later I
nipped past him when he fell off and gave him a nudge
with my boot as I went past - I never saw him again.

The course was the most varied I have ever ridden. It
wound along dusty trails, through dark tunnels, up
rocky climbs, steep downhills and even through a han-
dlebar-width gorge as high as a house. I settled in quick-
ly and to my surprise found I was steadily overtaking
riders, not my usual experience.

Then we arrived at a river containing water. Tank
deep water. One thing the Spaniards do not like is water
and mud, so they formed committees to decide on the
best route. The crunch came at a blind steep-sided
canyon where I met some riders that were riding out to
retire. As [ approached they tried to stop me as I pushed
past trying to find a suitable line further up. By riding
the banks from side to side I went over the top without
stopping. Looking down from the top edge I realised
that [ had passed more than 40 riders at that one place.
At this point I was passed on a river-bed by a Yamaha
350 quad, going like ‘stink’ - the quad course had by-
passed the canyon. A little further on as the river bed
crossed a track he took off over a six foot drop and
cartwheeled, I never saw him again either.

Seeing him disappear into the dust should have
warned me but didn’t, I took the same drop and landed
in boulders, but stayed on. It wasn’t possible to relax
anywhere and the 50 miles were ridden standing up.
Despite this, when the finish came into view I was dis-
appointed to finish because it had been so enjoyable. I
rode in with numbers 29 and 40 having started an hour
behind them.

Background. Dot:
Back at the start and finish area things were much the
same as at any enduro with back-up crews sorting out
fuel cans, tools and drinks. It wouldn’t have been possi-
ble to enforce a ‘no smoking’ rule in the refuelling area
as it’s compulsory for all Spaniards to keep a lit cigarette
between their lips when carrying fuel around.

The expected time for a lap was around two hours

and sure enough after one hour 40 minutes the fast rid-
ers began to arrive for a splash and dash. The local hero
number 7 on a Gas Gas was first, he seemed to know
the route rather well! He was way ahead of number 6
riding a KTM closely followed by the winner of the
timed stage number 99 on a Honda CR, then 147 riding
a 510 KTM, he was on a flier.

All the early arrivals were enduro riders and it was
some time before the first MX bike arrived. The air was
tull of shouts from pit crews trying to attract the atten-
tion of their rider and with riders yelling at the pit crews
to get some urgently needed tool, the usual melee. The
timekeepers set up their equipment on a trailer with
several umbrellas to give some shade and they looked
down with amusement at the activity. They werent
expecting anyone, who had to get a finish time (ie the
one-lappers), to arrive for quite a while and suddenly
found Jim rushing towards the tapes. He had taken a
few minutes over two hours to complete the 50 miles,
one of his better rides. El ‘Supa-veterano’ they shouted
and slapped his back and shook his hand amazed that
he had got round the course and was first to arrive. A
quad that had in fact put up a slightly faster time closely
followed him in but the next veteran was some five min-
utes behind. Many riders who were due to do a second
lap just decided not to continue, as it would've taken
even longer than the first.

All eyes were focused down the track looking for the
dust as the winners came storming in. As expected it
was to be number 7, Miguel Martinez who arrived first,
closely followed by Jose Ferrandiz number 99 with rider
number 147 on the big KTM tucked in behind him. He
finished in third place overall, his name in the results
was shown as just ‘Jesus’ so maybe that explains the
fantastic ride. Riders arrived thick and fast including
the Montesa Capra that finished the course.

Back to town to load the bikes, shower and enjoy a
dish of paella that was cooking over the open fire. Not
too much beer as we had to drive and try to stay awake
until we reached a campsite. The awards ceremony was
the usual noisy affair with much cheering and clapping.
Jim had won his class and was congratulated by riders
saying they hoped they were still enjoying their riding
when they were his age. The organisers of the event had
put in much hard work to provide a good weekend of
fun and entertainment and Jim wished he could stay to
take part in the next event.

It is a good format and works well with everyone
able to take part at their own level. Free food and beer
with music and entertainment is a novel idea but it is all
part of the spirit of the series. For those that are tempted
the next available round is in Burgos on 4/5/6 August
and the final round is on 11/12 November - venue to be
announced just as soon as they find a suitable disused
railway station!

So why not have a Spanish holiday with a difference
this year? Forget Benidorm, Torremolinos and Ibiza,
instead load up your trailbike and watch the world’s
best enduro riders at the Six days in Granada, October
31st-5th November and then do the last round of the TT
LAS 4 ESTACIONES. You will be made most welcome
and have a great time especially if you say Jim Jones
sent you. Contact: Rafael Rubio, Moto Club Rozas
Racing, Dtor Toledo, 44.28230 Las Rozas (Madrid),

Tel: 608723420 or 915769339. Fax: 914012453.
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With our nationwide dealer network- Thereqs never been-abet
~ Rideout 2000 Dates

; Try before you buy o o0 ; LAKES DERBYSHIRE DERBYSHIRE
‘ G 5 i . April 14th to 16th (3days) 28th-1st*(4days)
all your dealer for a test ride, or why not book on to one of our famous Factory Rideout Days May 12th-14th (3days) 26th to 29th* (4days)
‘ The price is only £200 & this all inclusive package contains: hire of a year 2000 CCM 604E Trail e 9th-11th (3days) 23rd to 25th (3days) Lo os L
a : st 1S 7 : : CCM Motorcycles Ltd
; motorcycle, fuel, a full day's trail riding (with expert guidance & full factory support),insurance, July 7th-10th (4days) 21st to 23rd (3days) e otk R SHadakar TR B B et (o
| accommodation with a brilliant atmosphere in which to enjoy the whole event. Whether you're a August 4th-6th (3days) 18th to 20th (3days) LAKES ke s 443(?)122055(; 5‘;‘-;‘333:
bl el + ax: +
complete novice or an experienced trail rider, you'll have one of the best days riding of your life, but September 1st-4th (4days) 15th to 17th (3days) 29th-1st (3days) e Bl O A 7 ST
don't iust tak Al G, (i If October 13th-15th (3days) 27th to 29th (3days) Website www.ccm-motorcycles.com
Ol U5Eitd <€ OUIRWOTCHIOIRIL ALY OryOUrsetl... November 3rd-5th (3days) *Please remember although this is an off road event
i i e 5 some journeys on road will be necessary for access &
i CCM recommends Mobil Please contact the factory for additional dates (*) Denotes Bank Holiday therefore a current & valid full motorcycle licence is required.

| Official Dealers: Abegele Woods Motorcycles 01745 822922 Barnsley Dirt World 01226 2447700 Bolton Doug Hacking Motorcycles 01204 491511 Bristol Bike Mart 0117 966 1112 Dublin CCM Racing 00353 1 452 5866 Dundee Alan Duffus 01382 817051 Edinburgh Alan Duffus 0131 622 6220
Grimsby Oakleigh Leisure 01472 232 040 Gloucester Haines & Co. 01594 822 202 Kirkaldy Alan Duffus 01592 264 135 Leicester Planet Bikes 0116 244 2000 Middlesex Jack Lilley 01932 224574 Penzance Blewett & Pender 01736 333 224
Newcastle-under-Lyne D&K Motorcycles 01782 861100 Newcastle-upon-Tyne M&S Motorcycles 0191 2610121 Portsmouth Rafferty Newman 02392 65000 West Midlands QB Motorcycles 01384 637168




| 'l‘oljcno. Austria’s top female
enduro rlder got soaked early on. Team were back in the desert.

-TRACKS is the crazy brain-

child of Gunter Mair, an

Austrian TV journalist, who
just loves bringing wacky off-road
_events to our screens in Eurosport’s
‘Off-road Magazine’. He dreamed
up the idea of combining off-road
riding with survival skills, with the
result being a made-for-TV gru-
elling mix-up of trials, mountain
climbing, enduro and outward-
bounds adventure challenges.

The general idea is to take a

handful of internattional two rider

Dakar legends Joan ﬂﬁm on Estévc Isidre wish they

Team TBM, drenched, dejected

TBM gallantly offered to towel her down and dehydrated and there was still two and a half days to go...

€I> TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE

teams, equipped enduro bikes; all
bristling with hooks, loops, pulleys
and ropes, and drop them into an
exotic and photogenic location.
There, the teams prompitly create
havoc by trying to navigate a course
comprising of nerve-wracking natu-
ral obstacles while attempting to
race each other, all captured for
posterity by intrepid film crews.

As with all good adventures, this
one was located somewhere exotic -
the sunny snow-capped Appennino
mountains, where we descended on

‘ilonlging it out to dry.
This is what you do with your KTM
after submerging it in a river...

X-Tracks HQ, deep in the heart of Tuscany.

If you're '

going to fall here... Try and make sure both feet are on the same

side of the rope! Ouch...
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o - Independent Importers of
elsurc Irql' u Japanese Trail Bikes and &
; Honda CRM Parts Specialists S
Oakleys Yard, Beech Ave, Long Eaton, Nottingham, NG10 2AX Tel or Fax 0115 973 2466

Quality Used CRM's always in Stock
WE ARE NOW CRMIMKI x2  Original CRM
OFFICIAL CRM Mi/255 Updotad M2
KTM CRVIAR x & Avesomme ik
DEALERS

All Our used bikes are Mint Condition, Road
Legal, Fully Serviced & covered by our

No Quibble Warranty

SELLING YOUR CRM?
GIVE US A CALL

Full range of CRM model Demo
Bikes always available for Test Rides.
Give us a call and arrange a
no obligation Test Ride.
Please call for more details.

HONDA CRM 250 AR PO.A FOR SPECIAL DEAL

Full Range of Honda CRM Accessories
¢ Performance Exhausts * Alloy Tailpipes
* Engine Bash Plates * Frame Guards
¢ Extra Wide Footrests * Disc Guards
* Braided Brake Hoses * Rear Racks
¢ Mugen Tuning Parts ¢ Talon Wheels
* Two Colour Seat Covers *Rally Levers
Plus £80,000 of Genuine, Pattern & Used
CRM spares in stock, call and test us!
ail Order Specialists
Got a CRM Technical Problem give us a Call

COME ALONG AND TEST RIDE THE NEW
DRZ 400 IN STOCK NOW

Please phone for a copy of our Free CRM or KTM Spares & Accessories Price List

We are the Only Spedlistsin the WORLD
Phone or Fax 0115 973 2466

www.leisuretrail.co.uk ¢ e-mail: sales@leisuretrail.co.uk

P 27 R |

KTV 200 EXC(GS) Autolube
POA for a spedial deal

SUZUKI DR400Z E/Start Trail & Enduro
Now in Stock Now POA

+% Motorcycle Insurance? )

Whatever You Do . . .

; CALL ust
Whatever You Ride . . .
Sports, Cruisers, Modified, Customs, Tourers, Imports, (020) 7 272 7661

Scooters, Retros, Classics, Trikes, © Plates ...

Whatever Your Record . . .

Claims? Convictions? Just Passed Your Test?
~ Been Riding for Years? Born Again Biker?

Whatever You Want . . .

Foreign Travel

Easy Pauments

Protected No Claims Bonus

Immediate Cover

Fast Claims Service

Optional Breakdown and

L.egal Expenses Cover

Special Policies for Motorcycle Couriers

TO ENSURE A HIGH QUALITY OF SERVICE YOUR CALL MAY BE MONITORED

(020)7 2819090

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
www.mitch.co.uk

Highly Competitive Premiums and Quality Cover No form filling for most policies

- Y
Highgate - London N19 3TX

Technical

Tips

Cleaning out your bike’s air filter is an essential
(if somewhat tedious) part of routine dirt bike maintenance.
As the engine’s main defence from the ingress of mud, grit,
water and dusg, it is essential that you keep your airfilter as

clean and well oiled as possible so as to avoid the risk of
engine damage, or excessive wear.

ou won’t necessarily have to clean your air
v filter after every ride - it depends upon the

conditions you've been riding through. A
regular trail ride on a dryish day shouldn’t clog
the filter that much. On the other hand if you've
been racing, or have ridden through sloppy mud,
deep water or worst of all dust, then you're going
to have to give the filter a wash.

Smart riders have at least one spare filter (if not
a few) kicking around. Pattern filters cost from as
little as £7, and not only does it save time, effort
and money if you wash a whole bunch of them
together, but it means you can restrict your filter
cleaning sessions to a once monthly occurrence.

Air filter cleaning is getting easier thanks to the
advent of water-based solvents and aerosol filter
oils, even so
it’s a dirty job
and one that
shouldn’t be
tackled with-
out a pair of
waterproof
gloves. Latex
gloves, wash-
ing up gloves,

Most trail bikes
come with a wash-
able foam filter

clement. You
should inspect this
after each ride,
though it won't
always need
changing...

plastic diesel
gloves (from
a garage fore-
court) or even
just a pair of
plastic bags
slipped over
your hands
will all do
the trick.
Begin by
removing
your airfilter
from the bike
and taking
out the filter
cage (which
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One way of npplwng oil to your air filter is to pour the oil into a plnstl: bag
and drop the filter in afterwards, working the oil well into it...

holds the filter in shape). Bung the dirty filter(s)
in a bucket (along with the cage) and slosh in
some solvent. There are a number of specialist
solvents on the market, and the new water-based
filter oils have their own unique solvents, but the
quick and easy one everyone uses is petrol.

Give the filter a good work through with the
solvent ensuring that any oil or grease is dis-
solved, and rinse the filter through with fresh
solvent (from the inside out) to ensure that any
dust or remaining dirt is completely removed.

Some people stop at this stage and leave their
filters to dry (obviously petrol evaporates pretty
quickly), before applying the oil. But if I've got
time I always wash the air filter out for a second
time with a big bucket of soapy water. This
avoids any risk of solvent residue dissolving
the fresh oil, and gets them really clean.

Having washed the filter thoroughly, squeeze
out any excess water, then give the filter a really
hard shake to drive out as much moisture as pos-
sible. Now bung it in the corner of the garage, or
on top of the boiler and leave it to dry for a few
hours. Obviously, this is where having a spare
filter to hand can save you a whole heap of time.
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Once the filter is dry you should examine it for
nicks or tears and if its got ANY holes which go
all the way through, then discard it and buy a
new one. Assuming it’s fine however, next you
need to apply oil to the outside of it, and there
are any number of ways
of doing this.

The simplest and clean-
est way is to buy spray-on
air filter oil (which comes
in an aerosol can). Simply
place your air filter on an
old newspaper and spray
it liberally all over, and
then leave it a few min-
utes to dry. This is by far
the easiest way of doing
things - even if it’s per-
haps not the cheapest.

Wihile specific filter oil
(which is stringy and
tacky to the touch) is
certainly the best stuff to
use, it’s not the only way
of oiling a filter. Any
(CLEAN) oil will do the
trick, although light gear
oil is probably better than
heavy engine oil.

Take a small transpar-
ent plastic bag, pour in a
good slosh of oil and then
drop your air filter in and
wrap the bag around it. Now with the bag held
tightly closed, squash the filter around in your
hands ensuring that it gets a good dosing with
the oil. You may find that you need to add more
oil as the filter soaks it up. Then, once you've
ensured that the filter is completely covered, give
it a good hard squeeze to wring out any excess
oil and put it back on the cleaned cage.

Before reinstalling it in your bike there’s just a
couple of more things you need to do. Using a
rag, clean out the airbox and filter mounting
plate, making sure that nothing drops down into
the carburettor boot. Then take some waterproof
grease and smear it on the flat edge of the filter in
order to ensure a good waterproof seal with the
mounting plate.

Finally, reinstall your filter ensuring that it's
fitted properly, and you're ready for action.

Remember don’t discard your used solvent
down the drain (unless it’s water soluble). Allow
it to stand for ten minutes so that any debris set-
tles out, then decant it back into an old petrol can
which is clearly marked ‘Filter cleaner’, and that
way you can use it again next time.

Good luck.

| =3/00 5 9MOTORCYCLE Ol

< IPONE]

fri‘@b / ﬁi%f@ f"{mﬁ“ P 4«?

Q 8. 3ﬂ|1m start (250 riders max.)
three classes -
1 24cc, 200cc & over 2 siroke & all 4

swukas_ﬂ@_

“_awarﬂs&rasuns msmein. (AL ¢ tNV )
12.30pm start (250 riders max.)

- four classes -
po(all nne) & expert 125¢¢ 200cc & over

C vALE vt

june 25th
matchams park
Nr Ringwood, Hampshire

wilh awards Same as

clubman for all expert classes

S
3
2
S . T 2 siroke & all 4 strokes £2.000]pro[purse)
Ty
ey
2
9

RECOGNISED BY
THE AUTO CYCLE UNION

AuUgUSt 13th
Trentham gardens
NF o stoke, staffordshtre

(rage t PW(%

septemBer 3rd
Haukstone eark
Nr shrewsBury, shropshtre

for entries please
contact: rast eddy,
c/o vic madeley,
éreenfrelds, kerry,
Newtown, POWYS SY16 4Le.
tel 01686 670596

British Motoreycle Sport

W ‘ ‘ Lr;a"lf;mmcrnss

100 9MOTORCYCLE Ol




port, so I've needed a simple and reli-

able all round on/off-road machine.

This has dictated mid to large four-

stroke singles, as these tend to have

good (road) cruising speeds with fair

off-road manners and economy. Yet

when cost and environmental consider-

ations are added into the equation I find
myself going back to smaller and lighter
four-stroke trail bikes. Add in a few fac-

tors like costs and age (mine), and small

bikes begin to make a lot of sense.

Larger four-strokes tend to eat tyres,

chains, pads and fuel, and I'm not keen

on the buzziness of strokers. One other
paramount factor of bike choice features

highly here in Scotland: much of my off-roading
is undertaken on my own (with the minimum of
disturbance), and the prospect of falling off and
getting trapped underneath a heavy bike, is too
scary to think about.

Time for a re-think. As most of my competition
off-roading has been in trials in my 20s and 30s,
why not try a four-stroke trials-type trailie with a
few modifications for the type of riding I do? Of
course there’s no point in going back to a
Triumph Tiger Cub, as I'd probably end up stuck
in the hills fixing the distributor or something,
but then again no modern trials bike is four-
stroke. I'd already owned an Italjet Scott so that
was out, as was the Honda (HRC) RTL four-
stroke trials bike of the 1980s - simply on the
grounds of cost. They still fetch £2500-3000 now!
That left (if I'm not mistaken) the Honda TLR200
and 250cc twinshocks.

recent past my trials bike, but the TIR is a
trail bikes have proper trailbike, complete with
doubled up as my main form of trans- horn, lights and ignition key...

r or much of the It may look like a fully fledged

It was while browsing the web that I came
across an unusual Japanese import which
appeared at first sight to fit the bill exactly. The
Honda TLR250 trailbike was a later monoshock
version of the TLR we got over here, modelled
(I believe) on the exclusive RTL250 trials iron. In
much the same way I suppose that the awesome
RC30 was the road-going version of the all-con-
quering RVF750 road racer. The good old Japs...
Now all I had to do was find one.

Shortly after Christmas (having sold my CCM),
I found myself flicking through an old copy of
T&MX (while nursing the obligatory Hogmanay
hangover), when out popped the ad: ‘Honda
TLR250 for sale (choice of ten) - open to offers’.
Bill Smith’s of Chester had brought in a batch
of ten bikes back in November and when I rang
them to find out more, they told me they had still
had one bike left.
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ones had gone for 1500
quid) and I bundled the
bike into my car and head-
ed home - questioning my
own sanity for having just
purchased a 1986 motorcy-
cle at such a price.

No fancy workshops for
me, up a flight of stairs and
into the living room of my
one bedroomed flat to eval-
uate matters. What, though,
had I bought?

On the face of it this Jap
market TLR250G (G being
the ‘86 year suffix) appears
to be the four-stroke
equivalent of the Gas Gas
Pampera (a trail oriented
trials bike), and seems to
slot in nicely between
today’s modern trials bike
and something like a
Yamaha Serow. The TLR
has all the road going
niceties that modern trials
bike do not - decent seat
height, indicators, ignition
key, electric horn, some fuel
range and a fair top speed.

The perimeter style
frame (with die-pressed
side plates) is actually
made from steel even
though it’s painted to look
like alloy, and like all bikes
of this type, the sumpguard
doubles up as the bottom
frame rails. Conventional
non-cartridge forks with air
caps (to effectively increase
spring rate) are fitted at the
front, and a Honda Pro-
Link rising rate monoshock
handles the rear. As you
would expect there is only
pre-load adjustment on the
shock to fiddle with and
certainly no niceties such as
rebound and compression
damping at either end.

Right: By mid-80s
standards the TR
looked pretty
radical, with its
perimeter frame
& underseat
(dual) fuel tank.
Below Right: SOHC
Honda lump is
superbly compact
for a four-banger.
Note highly pol-
ished kickstarter.
Bottom: The TLR is
incredibly narrow.
Wide trials bars
offer plenty of
leverage. JR has
raised the scat

didn’t stop him
entering it in the
Cambrian Rally
this year...

My heart sank as I arrived in Chester (a 700 A trials style wheelbase of 52 inches ensures
mile round trip) and laid eyes on her for the first rapid feet-up turns together with an estimated
time; the frame was rusty, the engine corroded weight of about 2001b (80-90kg). Compare this to
and the rest of the cycle parts looked pretty aver- an average trail bike with a wheelbase of about
age. Nevertheless it started up and ran well, and 54-58 inches and a weight of around 120-140kg
made no horrible sounds as I whizzed up the and you begin to appreciate the size of the TLR.
road, so a deal was struck for £1000 (the earlier The other main differences of course are the slim- < , -
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John
Rushworth:
Nice guy, but

you should
see the state
of his living
room after
he’d finished
R\ restoring the
) LA in it.

ness of the tank, the forward-sweep of the wide
bars and the fact that the seat height is incredibly
low. Naturally a 21” front wheel and 18” rear
grace the machine which is now fitted with trials
tyres. Teensy but neat drum brakes show up the
bike’s age and are probably its biggest drawback
even though they work well enough. Completing
the cycle parts is a dual fuel tank holding just
over a gallon of petrol.

The larger of the two tanks sits between the
frame rails (in the normal place), but it’s linked
via a pipe to the smaller (reserve) tank which is
where the air-box usually sits. On the TLR the
airbox is placed neatly behind the headstock,
directly above the engine. That means there’s no
battery room and the lights and CDI ignition run
straight off the motor. A tidy out of the way igni-
tion and steering lock switch it all on before an
easy kick, with kick start operated decompressor,
fires the motor.

The engine technology is nothing whizzo and
in fact that’s part of the appeal. It’s an air-cooled,
chain driven, two-valve, SOHC, 244cc four-stroke
single with a six speed gearbox. Unlike some
other small bore Hondas however it has a proper
cartridge oil filter (like the XR range) instead of
the cleanable gauze found on bikes like the
SL230. This leads me to think the bike may well
have had some serious, if costly design, thrown at
it; the presence of alloy yokes and an all-alloy
swingarm also suggest this, as similar bikes tend
to have these items fabricated in silver painted
steel to save on production costs.

As you would expect from a motor of this size
and technology it’s no fire breathing monster. The
long inlet tract and vertical (oval shaped) small-
port carb helps deliver strong bottom-end, and
together with a soft cam and small-bore header
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Warm spring days were

pipe makes for a lovely mellow power delivery -
just made for this...

perfect for finding grip in the most slippery of
conditions. No surprise then that this engine
cranks out just 12hp at the rear wheel - top end
power counts for nothing in this game.

The living room inspection revealed the winter
project work to come. Rusty frame, rust in tanks,
corroded engine and cycle parts, cracked rims, no
front mudguard, pitted and leaking forks, bent
bars and controls, ripped seat and 17,000km on
the clock. This bike had obviously lived outside
and been workaday transport for someone. A
crooked sidestand that allowed the bike to lean
precariously accounted for the bent bars, but at
least the engine ran sweetly.

Slumping on the sofa I checked the cash bal-
ance from the sale of the CCM - it was going to
be tight. If one thing was in my favour it was that
this bike had done no competition work. It sim-
ply appeared from the flat-worn tyres, unscarred
sumpguard and sweet motor that the TLR had
been run on the road with regular oil changes. A
sticker on the swingarm revealed the address of
some unpronounceable Japanese city near the
coast (as I subsequently discovered), hence all
the corrosion.

As is my want, many roll-up cigs and coffee
later, the TLR was in bits in my living room and
costs could be quantified and parts despatched
for fixing. Not though without some elbow
grease from me first. Fortunately I have some
nice files and an old 1hp Barr & Stroud buffing
machine (which my brother picked up for a fiver)
for polishing up metal. I'd run out of buffing
wheels but the local bead-blasters had some part
worn ones for sale and polishing soap compound
is easily available.

Before cycle part polishing began in earnest,
the engine was sent to be bead-blasted. It was
done in one piece with very careful masking of
seals, ports and bits that didn’t need blasting
(such as the chrome oil pipe). It seemed a shame
to split the motor when it ran so well - so I left
well alone. The frame and cycle parts like the
side-stand and pegs etc got sand blasted. Sand
is too coarse for engines, hence bead or vapour
blasting is preferable in that area.

What to do though about the head and barrel
nuts that were corroded? Rather than disturb
them I let them get blasted and then used Gun
Blue to re-colour them from their sorry corroded
and non galvanised state. The cases got stainless
cap head screws as I hate things that rust.

Popping the cleaned carb back on after wiping
off blast material and unmasking all the parts -
had the motor looking good. Shame it had lost
the gold coloured cases and black barrel. But
when it comes to restoration I'm no pedant, so I
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We never expected major horsepower from
a bike like the TLR so the rear wheel out-
put of 12hp @ 5000rpm measured on the
JK motorcycles Fuchs BEI-251 dyno, came
as no surprise. This equates to a soft and
manageable output from tickover through
the mid range and with a flat torque curve
(of 12.31bsft) from 2000-5000rpm, offers
maximum grip and traction. This is very
similar to an XT225 Serow but is even
flatter on the TLR. The fact that the TLR
revs to 7000rpm is of no great consequierce
since both torque and peak power drop
away after 5000rpm. And while 12hp may
not feel like a lot, the benefits of having no

traction-breaking surges of power nieans
that all of it can be transferred to the
ground.

Thanks to James Kilpatrick of JK
Motorcycles for the dyno run. They're at
Block 5, Unit 4, Munro Road, Stirling,
FK7 7TP (01786 450249).

Engine: Air-cooled 4-stroke
Displacement: 244cc

Bore & stroke: 72.x60mm

Comp ratio: 8.5:1

Length: 2030mm

Width: 820mm

Height: 1110mm
Wheelbase: 1335mm

Weight: 93kg

Transmiss: 6-speed

let that go. It looked fine as a matt alloy colour
anyhow, and could now be easily cleaned with a
scouring pad when dirty.

Polishing is a mucky and time consuming (if
satisfying) job, and draw-filing off all casting
marks prior to polishing takes a lot of time. But it
rewards with a nice contoured and gleaming fin-
ish when done. I did the yokes, fork legs, brake
operating arms and that sensuous kickstart. I left
the swingarm as is, due to the fact that anodising
is better protection - it’s harder than polished
alloy and survives dirt scrapes for longer.

I decided against powder coating or enam-
elling the frame as both tend to chip and are diffi-
cult to touch up. Also the thickness of both
processes means a lot of work getting bolt holes
etc back to size. The simple solution is tins of
smooth Hammerite spray which is relatively
cheap and easy to touch up - no primer required.
My loft with skylight open was the spray booth!

With the engine back in the newly painted
frame I waited for the beautiful re-built wheels to
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JR piloted the diminutive
TR to 14th in class at this
year's Cambrian Rally
despite a maximum
speed of 58mph...

arrive from Talon - now fitted with Excel Rims,
stainless spokes and new sprockets. A new DID
O-ring chain was also fitted. Wheel bearings were
renewed and hubs and brake plates cleaned. The
brake linings were fine and each one was careful-
ly re-assembled.

The swinging arm and suspension went back
together well and thanks to generous production
costs back in the ‘80s, all the bearings and seals in
the arm and linkages were fine, as they’d be been
properly greased. Amazing what the fitting of
simple grease nipples can do for maintenance!

Hard chromed and reground fork legs arrived
back from Roackroam Engineering in Liverpool
in good time, along with new seals, and in went a
new set of head bearings. Soon a rolling chassis
emerged worthy of accepting the engine which
was a doddle to lift back in. With little chance of
getting a workshop manual in English, reassem-
bling the wiring and lights (no messy battery)
was done from memory. The rear mudguard and
headlight looked expensive to replace as they had

surface cracking from UV light and heat. Some
work with steel wool made them look fair again
and a carbon fibre sticker covered the cracks.
Fortunately part of the purchase deal was a new
genuine mudguard with fork brace which arrived
a few days later.

New Renthal bars and shorty levers along with
non standard Polisport handguards made up the
tidy and compact front end. I chose cheap stubby
levers to gain a good gap between bar end and
lever to save on broken bits in a fall. It works well
as do the high rise six-inch trials bars for standing
up comfortably on the trail. The only other non
standard item is the seat. MXA did a great job on
this for me. Instead of the dipped and contoured
trials style slippery seat, I opted to raise the front
and back of the seat foam and have it flat across
the top, thereby raising the seat by a full inch and
a half. Luckily for me MXA had some colour co-
ordinated strong seat material with built in grip
(when standard you slide off the back when the
bike rears up), and this gave
a reasonable margin of comfort on the trail. Not
bad for 30 quid.

Just about there. The one pain of a job was the
fuel system. A normal way to get rust out of a
steel tank is to use ball bearings and a good
shake. The difficulty with the TLR is that there
are two tanks and a bunch of small bore hoses,
pipes and filters. I simply had to use Redex in the
tanks and keep draining the rust solution. The
Redex upper cylinder lubricant is kind to motors
and helps keep any new tank rust at bay.

Between the two tanks at 60+ mpg it gives a
range of just over 70 miles, which is okay if not
ideal. With the airbox in the headstock it’s great
for deep water crossings and rather than buy a
genuine Honda air filter, it was easy to make up
the cone filter shape from an eight quid oblong of
filter foam. The foam was simply glued with con-
tact adhesive, and I've enough left for two more.
A quick spray job on the tank with Ford Polar
White (after masking off the Honda stickers) had
the main fuel tank looking good again.

Time then to run the motor (after bouncing the
bike out of my living room and back down the
stairs) but not before an oil and filter change.
Some GTX and a new XR400 filter helped the
bike see life again, but I used some flushing oil
prior to that for peace of mind. At first oil change
I switched to Mobil 1 fully synthetic after a chat
with their chemist and in the interests of motor
longevity and potential parts rarity. A nice new
Denso fine-wire plug and one of those neat, red
T-shaped NGK fully waterproof caps got the
sparks working reliably. The bike started second
kick and ran near perfectly. The only problem I
found was leaking fuel when the bike was on its

sidestand. This I discovered was due to the fact
that the brass floats in the carb had corroded and
punctured. At some time in the past a previous
owner had soldered up the

puncture holes and this now makes the floats
too heavy. Some new ones are on order.

Apart from that, this is all the work that was
needed and the bike got taxed, insured and
MOT'd for 100 quid. A couple of shakedown runs
and some secondhand trials tyres saw me with a
Cambrian Rally entry and sheer delight at the
sweetness, frugality, manoeuvrability and the
whisper quiet engine of what must be one of only
20 or 30 of these bikes in the UK. They are also
getting tough to find in Japan - I understand
there may be a later 260cc version too, but have
not yet seen one. In fact due to the rarity of either
beast we’d be delighted to hear from any other
TLR owners out there...

I've not had much time on the bike but the
Cambrian turned out to be a great testing ground.
[ experimented with gearing and switched from
the stock 14 /43 gearing to 14/40 for the event
(three teeth make a lot of difference on a small
bike), in the hope of wider gaps between the
gears, less gear changes and a better top speed.
Wrong choice. On original gearing the motor
would eventually pull 63mph on the flat. But my
Cambrian gearing made sixth gear hopeless for
the trail and only just achievable as an overdrive
on the tarmac. Top speed was 58mph on the
stages with 65mph on a good downhill tarmac
road. We live and learn. The heavier 12.5wt fork
oil was also too thin for the conventionally
damped forks, so I'll try 17.5wt next.

Here’s a little bike that is so much fun and so
easy to ride (not to mention pick up and start),
that size and power becomes almost irrelevant. I
was well chuffed with 14th place in class. Were
there awards for other areas, the bike would have
placed me third in the over 40s against an 800cc
BMW, second in the over 40s 250 class against a
TTR250, tenth in the 250cc class against CRMs
with twice the power - and if there were a class
on power to weight - would the TLR have placed
me first overall in the Cambrian Rally?

In conclusion I think I've found the perfect
four-stroke Pampera-style trailie that is so cheap
to run and doesn’t scare me witless in the forest.
And despite 150 hours of restoration work and
some two grand spent (including the purchase
price), I'm still delighted with it. In due course,
I’'m hoping to purchase a front disc conversion
from Talon to ensure more braking performance
in the wet. But for now itll do just fine, and I'm
planning on entering it in a few Long Distance
Trials to see if I can remember any of my old
trials skills. I'll keep you posted on that one...
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or an event that
damn near didn’t
happen at all, the
seventh Cambrian Rally
turned out pretty well,
all things considered. In
mid-March, less than six
weeks before the due
day and with the rally
booked solid since the
end of January, Forest
Enterprise, the guardians
of the Crychan Forest,
simply announced, with-
out any warning, that
the Cambrian was to be
cancelled.
Fortunately event
secretary Bob Jeffries
didn’t buckle under
pressure and persuaded
the FE to reconsider their
peremptory decision
once a few safeguards
and route changes had
been agreed to protect
the bleedin’, sorry,
breeding wildlife which,
as he pointed out, have
managed to survive the
last 25 years of occasion-
al motorsport use with-
out too much difficulty.
(One of the concessions
was a 10mph speed limit
for about half a mile
near a breeding site.)
There was a large sigh of
relief throughout the
British Isles and the usual motley crew of men,
women and machines of all kinds descended on
Llandovery for the traditional Easter fun-fest,
providing a significant boost to the local econo-
my. There were five riders from Guernsey this
year and Ian Greasby came all the way from
Gabon in West Africa to compete!
Although the course was the longest ever, with
a lap of over 50 miles, this also meant there were
fewer timed stages than ever since there wasn't
time to run the usual three laps. With the three
stages on the first ‘sighting” lap untimed for safe-
ty reasons, this meant there were only three
stages actually run against the clock - once each -
rather than the nine (three times three) of earlier
Cambrians. A total of less than eight racing miles
in over 120 covered in the day. I think that was
probably the biggest disappointment this year for
those of a competitive bent, and it meant there

was no opportunity to redress
time lost on cock-ups in the
stages on the first timed lap,
since it was also the last.

The rain held off virtually all
day and while some of the course
was very wet from recent down-
pours, at least it meant there was-
n’t much of a dust problem. Most
bikes had their waterproofing
well tested though and quite a
few failed to pass....

The first part of the course
used the large chunk of MoD
land east of the Llywell-Tirabad
road which was first used about

three years ago. There were no special stages on it
and nothing remotely difficult to ride but it actu-
ally accounted for several breakdowns due to the
deep puddles and two of the most spectacular
prangs of the event.

The first half mile of loose gravel-surfaced
Route 60 is a long straight but it’s followed by a
downhill right hander which is hidden by a blind
brow. It’s a memorable sort of corner for most
people and a guy on a 125 broke his collarbone
there the first year it was used. I recognised and
remembered a buttock-clenching moment from
three years back but unfortunately Dave ‘the
Goldfish’ Crasher Cornish didn’t even remember
it from his sighting lap a couple of hours earlier...

In his hurry to make up time lost looking for
fuel and being nerfed off on the last stage of the
first lap, Crasher cast caution to the wind and
arrived at the blind brow with the brand new test
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RApril 2000, Llandovery, Wales.

Some got off
and pushed

XR650 wound out in top gear.... He left the road
at about 60mph and parted company with the
bike shortly afterwards. Dave was very lucky to
get away with a severe shaking and a bit of con-
cussion but for him, the rally was over before the
timing had even begun.

The brand new (one day old) aftermarket alloy
bars were bent into road race mode on the left
(which we replaced, next day) and there was a
core sample of terra firma about a foot long
stuffed up the exhaust pipe... But apart from that
the bike seemed virtually unscathed. I think Dave
would appreciate a ‘crossed arrows’ danger sign
next year, chaps, although I suspect he’ll remem-
ber that corner now till the day he stops riding...

On the twin-rut section further on Chief
Marshal Taf Davies was even luckier than Dave
to walk away from an encounter with a very
large boulder which left his CCM in two pieces.
The impact was so severe that the forks were torn
clean out of the headstock and ended up several
yards away from the rest of the bike!
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. That'll be a ncw s"et.
of bars then...

Further round the long lap, in the Crychan for-
est, there was one particularly steep long and
slippery uphill before we even reached the first
special stage which had a lot of people struggling
(including me), but the organisers wisely took it
out for the second lap. Anyone with road-biased
tyres was definitely more disadvantaged than
usual this year.

There’s no doubt that the current trend in rally-
ing is towards smaller and lighter bikes. Whereas
in the early years KLX650s, XR600s and DR350s
were common. Nowadays, those same riders are
much more likely to own a KTM400 enduro, a
CRM250, or KTM 200EGS. Indeed Snowrun
enduro winner Steve Griffiths used a CRM to win

the trailbike class from Roger
Johnson’s KTM 200 although
neither was as fast as the top
three in the Sports bike class,
all of whom were on 400cc
four-strokes. Harry Lampkin
was quickest on a KTM fol-
lowed by Matthew Reed on

a WR400 ahead of Darren
Wilcock on another KTM 400.
The two KTM riders also took
the best team award along
with the Over-40 sports win-
ner Jay Midgley the third
member of their Eurotek
MMC crew.

Those bold enough to ride
big bikes in the Cambrian
tend to go pretty well though. Anthony Griffiths
was third trailbike and best up to 700cc on a KTM
640 and Mike Griffiths was sixth on another.
(Three unrelated Griffiths in the top six!). Best
Over-40, Noel Fletcher was equally impressive
coming ninth on his special BMW 800 twin, just
ahead of another CRM and David Cooper’s little
electric start XR250 trailbike. Former 125 ace
Richard Brown has obviously recovered most of
his speed since shortening his leg in Africa a
couple of years ago, although his eighth on a
Yamaha DT200WR was not as fast as fellow
Moose Motorcycles team mate Bob ‘Whizzo’
Wyszomierski who was fifth on a CRM250 just
two seconds behind Steven Manning.

Several fast Cambrian regulars such as Yoshi
Adams and Brian Eland were away eating sand
in the Tunisie Rally but that should take nothing
away from a couple of newcomers who were
highly placed on far from ideal machinery. Phil
Cottiga took 12th on his TTR250 Yam at his first
attempt, while our man Rushworth stormed to
14th on the TLR250 trials iron that you can read
about elsewhere in this month’s mag.

Considering how fast some parts of the stages
were (well over 80mph for the fast men) and that
his little Honda has less power than a restricted
125, it was no mean achievement. It's even more
impressive when you consider that John is even
older (and therefore more decrepit) than I am and
did the whole event on a budget of about two
shillings and sixpence using his humble Citroen
2CV as both race transporter from Scotland and
overnight accommodation. In fact I have no
hesitation in awarding JR the Blez ‘Man of the
Meeting” award.

JR can also take some credit for the fact that no
less than 15 members of his ‘Rides List” internet
discussion group took part, many of whom,
including two women, had never done any kind
of competition before. There was a fast lady there
too though. With Katrina Price spectating this
year, the undisputed Queen of the Y2K Cambrian
was Gill Myers, whose fine skills and shapely
form I had the pleasure of watching at close quar-
ters as she harried me in the snottier sections of
the special stages. Last seen with a cracked
crankcase in Ireland (TBM52), her ancient war-
horse of an XT350 was back in storming action
and embarrassing lots of lads on the latest
enduro weaponry.

And talking of the Emerald Isle, the Irish con-
tingent was as strong as ever, despite the absence
of their spiritual leader Phil Gunn - away in
North Africa. Pat Tighe took his venerable Mk1
Africa Twin to 13th and the now customary
multi-cylinder award, just a few seconds ahead of
the titchy TLR and Gill’s XT, while over in the
Sports section Brian Landers took ninth and best
services on a KLX300 just ahead of fellow coun-
trymen Richie Fair, Justin Barry and Joe Cahill.

Julian Bishop chose to ride his Husaberg 501
rather than his BMW R1100GS to take the Sports
Over-50 award while Amanda Stewart snatched
best Lady Sports at only her second attempt
albeit at a modest pace which at least ensured she
got round in one piece, unlike some...

Of the 191 starters 178 finished, and most of
the retirees did at least one lap, which, consider-
ing how inexperienced many of them were, is not
too shabby.

One of the most unusual bikes in the rally
unfortunately fell victim early on to the deep
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TRICK UP YOUR TRAIL BIKE WITH TAYLORS!!
MAIN AGENTS FOR SUZUKI, KTM, TM, VOR

IMPORTERS OF

pouring rain and com-

peted in his road gear.

He survived a chain

de-railment, a trip over
P

April 2000, Liandovery, Wales.

puddles. Mark De Cooper Jones” Suzuki TS250
had a Kawasaki KLE500 engine shoe-horned into
its chassis and sounded extraordinary - and Mark
said it was going well until it drowned. Shame.

Rally regular David Brown was rewarded with
the best over 700cc award for manhandling his
BMW R80GS to 58th despite being born in the
first half of the 20th century. An even rarer shaft-
drive twin was Keith Elliott’s V65 Moto Guzzi
(54th) and Stewart Signol got his XTZ600 Tenere
to the finish despite spending a whole hour stuck
in the lottery of bogs and deep water that was
Special Stage Three. Russel Tyner’s heavyweight
XR650L (the US trail version) was mysteriously
placed in the sports category but his time would
have placed him 23rd in Trail.

One improvement this year was some rudi-
mentary seeding, with riders graded from one to
ten for speed. This certainly helped cut down the
number of potentially dangerous overtaking
situations compared to previous years. At the
other end of the scale the perseverance award
goes to first timer Dan Jones who waterlogged
his ride-to-work DT175 early on, but after a lot of
fettling from the ever-helpful WTRA marshals,
managed to get going again only to fall victim to
a nasty throttle-sticking scenario in Stage Three
which saw him crash on the finish line. This
ensured another major spannering session but
he got round unscathed on the second lap to
make it to the finish. Good one.

Another heroic effort came from Zimbabwe-
born Bob Harris, a Cambrian newcomer who
rode his XT600E all the way from London in
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the handlebars and a
serious bogging in the
notorious Stage Three
to finish the event and
ride home again, sing-
ing the praises of the
event and the marshals
but determined to buy
a lighter bike!

One of the Irish lads
rode all the way from
Limerick on a nearly
new Suzuki DR-Z400S
with a natty little
perspex screen on it,
although he admitted
that he got left behind
by the van! Personally I
think there should be
an award for the rider
with the best combination of elapsed time and
distance travelled on their bike to the event... and
not just because I clocked up over 500 miles on
the Dakar BMW. (Blow by blow account, com-
plete with impressive excuses for disappointing
result, next month.)

Finally, I've given a bit of thought to some
ways of returning the Cambrian to Bob Perring’s
original idea of an event for big trail bikes and off
road beginners, rather than a flat out blast for
nutters on enduro thumpers and lightweight two-
stroke trailbikes...

How about the following changes to the regs?:
1) 30 places to be reserved for multi-cylinder
machines and singles over 650cc until one
month before the event.

2) All two-stroke trailbikes, except twin shocks
and 125s, to be put automatically into ‘sports’.
3) Award for best twin shock bike.

4) Award for biggest finishing machine.

5) £10 entry surcharge for any machine over
250cc and under 600cc (two-strokes over 180cc).

What do readers reckon?

Whatever your views, absolutely everyone [
spoke to said they had a great time this year, the
weather stayed mostly fair and the organisers
once again did a superb job. Roll on the new
Dalby Rally in Yorkshire, due to run on 9 July.

£3799

PLACE YOUR DEPOSIT NOW
TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT

23-25 Station Hill, Chippenham, Wilts. SN15 1EG

Phone: 01249 657575 Fax: 01249 443643

SUZUKI

Chosen by...

Paul Edmonson
David Knight

Genus Honda Enduro
Rob Meek

and many more

For stockists details and a free sticker pack telephone

01778 394909




st Rorric 201
"TUNISIE RALLYE

This year’s Tunisie Rallye attracted the biggest
ever field of British and Irish riders.

i Jim Jones reports on events...
\ 4 ! he ninth Tunisia Desert Rally, named after and cancel this part of the event for the bikes.
: its French sponsor ‘Optic 2000” got off to a Mike Jones, a regular enduro rider, but competing
damp start this year. As in previous years on four wheels this year, lined up his Land-Rover
the event began on the quayside at Nice where Freelander beside a six-litre Porsche engined
\} i the organisers had secured excellent facilities. buggy. Fully expecting to betotally trounced he
AN The first stage is the prologue held some five surprised everybody by easily beating the
\ miles outside town, and run on a motocross track Porsche. A superb drive meant that he finished
l that features a cross-over bridge. The the prologue in sixth

purpose of this part of the event is
twofold, firstly to entertain the locals
and more importantly to decide the
starting order for the event proper in
Tunisia. After the prologue the com-
petitors and their support vehicles
were shipped by chartered ferry to
North Africa. In previous years
there’s been a brief spell in Sardinia
on the way across the Med, but this
year the boat went directly to Tunis.

The dockside at Nice was the usual
bustle of activity, not dissimilar to
any UK enduro; even the weather
was familiar. Most of the record num-
ber of British and Irish competitors,
15 motorcyclists and one car entry,
were competing in this type of event
for the first time, though Dave King
and Nick Craigie from Dublin (the
TM importer) had both been before.

After seemingly endless paperwork
and numerous attempts to communi-
cate with the French, all the British
and Irish bikes were admitted to the
parc ferme. The riders feeling that a
major hurdle had been overcome
retired to their hotel or tent and
awaited the start of the following
day’s prologue.

Heavy overnight rain forced the
organisers to make a sensible decision

place overall, just
eight seconds behind
leader Bruno Gilles
in his works IPSO.
Following the 24hr
boat journey the
competitors next
faced a long drive,
more than 300 miles,
mainly by road and
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@ Engine:
503cc/399cc
Single Cylinder
Four stroke
Liquid cooled

.”before you

@ 4 valves gear
driven overhead cam

@ SEM electronic
ignition system

® frame:

Steel chrome molyb-
denum frame 2 heat
treatments

@ forks:

Paioli- upsidedown
forks e46mm

® Rear Shock:
Ohlins progressive
system

@ Brakes:

270mm front,
220mm rear

® 9 litre fuel tank

@ Wheelbase:
1485mm

® Weight:
Motocross 109kg
Enduro 114kg
Supermotard |15kg

ith quality components from axle to axle.

The VOR motori is driven by probably the best 500 or

~ 400cc single cylinder 4 stroke yet built.

Call for your nearest dealer today and prepare for a mind
altering experience, you owe it to yourself.

503/400 Supermotard

Imported by TM UK Phone 01249 715523.
Fax: 02149 715470.

503/400 Enduro 503/400 Motocross

© 288 RO-STIRITE

Wheel Clamp Fackage

Eﬁ [--B) To Order Direct Call:
01484 402302

lines open until 7pm daily

www.propa-iok.com

Call for your local stoeckist

 STOPPING CRINE

track to the south of Tunisia. This back-
side numbing, engine-wearing exercise
produced the first Irish casualty when
the engine of Shamus Sorohan’s KTM
cried enough. The popular Irishman
was sidelined for paddock duty as the
other 15 Brit/Irish competitors reached
the evening bivouac.

Desert rally bivouacs are like small
towns with hundreds of competitors,
backup and organisation vehicles
forming a ‘kraal’ in the desert. In the
centre a huge tent secured to four
trucks as a precaution against high
winds provides catering and other
facilities. The lighting and level of
activity takes on a surreal nature espe-
cially when you realise it'll all be gone
by the middle of the next day.

Day two (in the desert) began with a
clear blue sky and a light desert wind
that threatened to grow into a sand-
storm. The KTM’s of Meoni and Sala
led the bikes away, followed by the
cars, the quads and lastly the trucks.

The works bikes bear some resem-
blance to the ones that anybody can
buy, except that the attention to detail
is unbelievable, as is their speed. This
was the first taste of sand dunes and
GPS navigation that took an early toll
on some competitors who rode in cir-
cles in the sandstorm.

Brit Brian Eland (KTM) was one
who struggled, riding a 100 mile circle
before finding Yoshi Adams with a ter-
minal mechanical problem. The CCM's
timing belt idler bearing had failed, so
Yoshi sat down beside the bike and
erected some shade from the overhead
sun and the 40-degree heat. Then sensibly he took
stock of his water and food, after finding he had
a good supply of gum he waited for either the
‘sweeper’ truck or nightfall. Brian’s arrival meant
he could be towed to the nearest track ten miles
away where the truck collected him.

Having done his good deed for the day Brian
then went off and dislocated his collarbone,
which earned him a ride in a helicopter and
retirement from the race. The other Brit/Irish
competitors survived the day of excessive heat
and hundreds of miles of sand and tracks, arriv-
ing exhausted at the next bivouac. They recount-
ed many tales of falling off, near misses with
goats and getting lost in the sandstorm. Nick
Craigie sat for 20 minutes in the storm waiting
for clear air only to find he had been less than
100 metres from the stamp check.

OPTIC 2000

The route followed
terrain that varied
from totally flat to
high dunes, from
smooth soft sand to
rocky surfaces littered
with boulders and at
any time there were
unexpected holes to
catch the unwary.
Most of the time the
competitors were on
open terrain without
any tracks to guide
them and on occasions
went in one direction
for 50 or 60 miles with-
out seeing any notice-
able features.

The base for the
next three days was
El Borma, then Ksar Ghilane both in a very wild
region well known for high dunes and soft sand.
These conditions along with the risk of dehydra-
tion were to prove the downfall of four more of
the Brit/Irish contingent who retired exhausted
or injured by nightfall. Among those effected
was Daren Duesbury who was suffering from
the local version of Montezuma'’s revenge. Mike
Jones in the Freelander was not having an easy
time either, having survived seized front shocks,
broken engine mounts and a snapped rear drive
shaft he had driven one whole sandy day with
only two-wheel drive. His elation at getting to the
bivouac at Tamerza was short lived when the
event doctor decided his co-driver, wife Susan,
was too ill to continue.

Another retirement at this stage was veteran
Phil Gunn who ‘cooked” the motor on his new

TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE €IP




DR-Z400 when a radia-
tor hose was pierced.
General opinion was
that the ‘gold” cylinder
head was a distinct
improvement and that
Suzuki should adopt it
as a styling feature. So
there was now plenty of
outriders to support the
remaining six from our
original 16 entrants.

Daily results showed
Andy Winterbourne
(Yam 600) was now Best
Brit with Nick Craigie
close behind him on a CCM but with a split fuel
tank. Both had been through their share of prob-
lems and survived, Nick’s front wheel rim attest-
ed to a big off, but in his usual quiet way he dis-
missed it with a shrug.

All six were to survive until the finish, moving
up and down the results and on occasions not
sure themselves if they would reach the end in
one piece. Most regular competitors were of the
opinion that this year’s event was one of the
toughest yet. Indeed Schlesser, the eventual win-
ner of the car class, said he had not known the
sand to be so soft. Up front Meoni was holding
on to his lead as South African Alfie Cox (KTM)
closed in. Gievanni Sala’s challenge faltered
towards the end when he had minor mechanical
problems, which dropped him down to ninth
place. Andy Winterbourne managed to hold off
Nick Craigie who finished as Best Irish rider, the
other Brit/Irish finishers were Dave King,
Charles Main, Ivan Shanaham and Julian Beckett,

€I TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

strangely all said they enjoyed
themselves and would return.
There were three women
competitors this year com-
pared with ten last year. They
ranged from a very experi-
enced works rider to a desert
rally newcomer. The first
casualty was Elizabeth Jacinto
from Portugal, a well-known
competitor who has competed
in many events of this type,
she broke her collarbone on
day one. Competing for the
first time Bettina Hunke, a
German dentist rode a very
well prepared KTM 520EXC
and destroyed her clutch in
the dunes on the second day.
The most experienced of the
trio predictably put up a very
- 3 creditable performance rising
€ssential 5 .
navigation At One point to ninth pl.ace.
kit... Andrea Mayer competing on
the only works BMW disap-
peared from the results on the
last day after a mechanical
problem halted her progress.
The event ended in Tunis
where the awards were
presented at the National
Museum; then it was on the
boat and back across the Med.
Studying the makes of bikes
in the list of finishers makes
very interesting reading.
Apart from Brits, Andy
Winterbourne (who had a very well prepared
TT600R), and Nick Craigie (whose much-modi-
fied CCM was very special indeed), the rest of the
Brit/Irish finishers were on Honda 400s. This
trend extends right down the overall finishing
list; more riders finished on XR400s than any
other make. Taken that most of these riders were
unsponsored clubmen, it speaks volumes for the
Honda'’s legendary reliability.

British/Irish results.

Nick Craigie (IRL)

 Dave King (GBR)
Charles Main (GBR)
lvan Shanaham (IRL)

=

104 High Street
Stevenage
Herts

' SG1 3DW e
| TEL: 01438 317038 / §

Besetial OffRoud ()
Catalogue QN

WEST COAST
MOTORCYCLES

UNIT 4, HAWKSWORTH ROAD, MIINEHEAD,
SOMERSET TA24 5BZ

Make Model CC Year Price £ Colour
X ‘ 50

Yamaha

Yamaha G . ng:!el\l\'hite
Honda St 230 1998 2995 i

Honda > 250 9 : White
Honda 2 9 White
Yamaha 19 2,505 Puxp!e’Whote
Yamaha L 22 thtefB!ue
Yamaha i S White/Purple

. Yamaha 225 19 White/Blue

Yamaha 9 : Dark Blue/White
Yamaha Purple/White
Yamaha Pug:le/Whlte
Kawasaki  KIR
Honda White
Rieju 995 Green
Kawasaki Green
Suzuki i White
Suzuki DR White
Suzuki i Blue/White
Kawasaki  KIR Black
Yamaha 96« 2,595 | Red/White
Yamiaha i 2.5 Red/White
Yamaha W S Purgiel\'\ ‘hite
Honda i 0
Suizuki RIVMX : Yellow
Yamaha 191 White/Red
2xHonda XRGOORV Q .
Kawasaki  KX880 k2 Enduro Green/Purple

50 Trail Enduro Bikes arriving next month

Visit our website to see the cleanest collection of low mileage used bikes
Www.westcoastimports.co.uk
WE ALSO STOCK PARTS AND ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR IMPORT.
IF NOT IN STOCK, PARTS SUPPLIED FAST.
CALL JASON OR FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE.

HONDA XR250,
XLR250 BAJA,
NLR250RS, NL250 DEGRE,

I CRM250 MK1,2 & 3
CRMZ502 from  £1450 VilArA T

KDX2508R from  £1300 SEROW 225 MIK1, 2,
KLX250 from  £1450 WR, WE.
RVX250 from  £1300 DI200WR, TTR250 &
DI200WR from  £1250 Km:m‘::gﬂ“;ﬂ
CRM250AR from  £2850 KDXZ208R, KU(ZSDSRC
TIR250  from  £1700 KLX250ES, KLX300R ETC.
DR250 from  £1250 SUZUKI TS200,
TS2008  from  £900 RNIK2508T, DR250 ETC.
SEROWW from  £1150

a

| SELECT FROM OUR HUGE
| USED RANGE:

| LOADS MORE MODELS IN STOCK

///,,/ J
WE EAT, BREATHE & RIDE TRAIL BIKES.
ADVICE, CHAT & COFFEE ARE FREE'"

OPEN 92.30 am - 6.00 pm Tues
LAMBS BUSINESS PARK, J6 M25, SOUTH GODSTONE SURREY

e
RING NOW

(01342) 892768
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ERIKE SMALES, IPARTS & ACCESSORRIES

BIIKE]

’@ “\“‘, f“\\\)‘\“ (.\\‘\ @%
Morcva.f CENTRE

MAIN DEALER. f Vil il IR
TEST R'DES  XLR 250s, KLX 2505, TT 2505 §

AVA ",AB', ERROW’S, XR400s, TT600Rs,

g MUCH MUCH MORE (CALL FOR DETAILS

NEW & USED BIKES
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
GENUINE & PATTERN PARTS

+ LOTS LOTS MORE
m SMITH Expansion in progress, business ds vsval bSOl

190-192 WEST STREET, BEDMINSTER, BRISTOL. Sales/Mail Order: (0117) 966 1112 Fax: (0117) 987 9800

TRANSWORLD WAREHOUSE SERVICE
Unit 6, Little Marcle Road, Ledbury, Herefordshire. HR8 2JL

Tel: 0|53| 631266 Fax: 0|53| 634741
2352 HANDGUA [_7@

wt;?mmn

jAC ET 029 552

£8.00 y | 2424 QuICK M= 7
. = 7 o0428-014

£DIUST, e '/ ENDURO
£26.50 » / L
. £158.00

B

1 |
EX

SHIRTS TO MATCH
£31.00

/" 2446 REAR
LIGHT WITH
SUPPORT
£14.85

2090 HEADLIGHT
£17.85

2590 INTEGRAL
HAND GUARDS
£23.00 g

)

*ALL PRICES INC VAT

WMP PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS
EMAIL:TWSGBLTD@TINYWORLD.CO.UK

TS & MCCESSORIES

g ° k
.mofomerlin.co.u 1B S“PEHB“(ES
) ONDA XR400RY RED Y2K MODEL ...ooeueemusneessuseesssnss NEW £3599 -
ONDA X Y NEW MODEL NEW £4199 1.5, TRABING UNITS 0-10, COLLERS WY, REEPRAM, NORFOLX
ONDA XR600R 99 NEW £3750 TRAILBINES
USQVARNA TEGOE | SME1OE s NEW £3499 FOR THE LARGEST CHOICE OF NEW AND USED [N NORFOLK
UZUKI DRZ400E NEW £3750
[ UZUKI DRZ400S NEW £3599 WE IMPORT AND STOCK THE FOLLOWING:
| UZUKI DR650 NEW £3650 OMBM. CRM250R-1,CRM250-2, CRM250-R3, AR, KR250R, KL250 Degree etc
AMAHA TTE00R 99/00 ...cooruusssseesessssssessssssssssssasasans FROM £3399 IUMRSANL KIXG50R, KLX250SR, I(IKZSOES,SIIPEHSIIHIH D-TRACKER,
{ '/AMAHA WR400F INC FACTORY ROAD KIT ..couuuusceens NEW £3999 . KDK200SR, KDK2
AMAHA XT600E NEW £3050
| AMAHA TT250R NEW £3350 lﬂ.nmunnnzsnmnmsusrsmnem
(AWASAKI KLX300R NEW £3499 WM. DT200WR TT250R, TT250 RAID, SEROW 225 etc.
GAS GAS EC NEW £3670
GAS GAS PAMPERA 250 ...o.oueesssssessssssssssssssssssssassosssens NEW £2599 SPECIAL OFFERI
GAS GAS, MONTESA, BULTACO, BETA TRIALS FROM........£2660 NEW Y2K YAMAHA TT250RM IN BLUE,
[ HONDA XR400 WANTED GOOD USED BIKES 98/99 ONLY 2 LEFT AT £3795 OTR
ALSO KLX650, DOMINATOR, TRANSALP, DT125R @ NICE PRICES mnﬂmm“m
PHONE FOR LATEST DETAILS: NEW BIKES @ DIRECT IMPORTS TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME  PART-EX WELCOME
@ PRICES INCLUDE VAT @ 1999/2000 MODELS « E&O.E ml .m" .l"
e MERLIN MOTORCYCLES FREE CATALOGUE VISA elu [msoal 01”'1.0“
— Phone/fax: 01403 257626

1 www‘.*Buivl:esFor“Sal‘e.co.u‘k

. XR650/400/250. Limited Supply. Ring for availability
Eposit secures for early delivery. Used machines available.

[EOVIL 01935 474998 GLOUCESTER 01452 525903

Well done Andy W.Top |17% finish on his Ist Rally « Optic Tunis * Yam TT600R
Fip XT Tenere Y0 X

Engine repairs/rebuilding * Parts New and S/H
Big bore kits-Cams-Tuning ¢ Acerbis/IMS tanks-Plastics
Supermoto conversions * Overland preparation
Wheel building-Excell-Talon ¢ H/Duty luggage systems
Custom wiring-Lighting-GPS * Rally/Raid preparation
ICO trips-MD roadbook kits * Water storage systems

Fully prepared XT600E’s and Teneres for Sale or
long term hire for overland and expedition
[ 3 NEW YAMAHAYFM600 Grizzly - Savage monster 4X4TT600 engined Quad £5295 $

DAVID LAMBETH ENGINEERING

=1 01892 668280 Fax 01892 611883 Mobile 0850 921 570
Always wanted and for Sale - Teneres / TT’s / XRs

|
|




EEIKE SALES, PARTS & MACCESSORIES

OLDHAM MANCHESTER
HONDA KAWASAKI

XL1255 1 250 SHERPA £2499
CRM 75 KDX 220(SR) £1999
XA00R KLX 2506  £2450

XR600R
YAMAHA

NX650X
CRM 250 (AR) FR
CRM 250 (AR) FR
CRM 250 AR DT 230 LANZA  £3699
.| NEW XT225SERROW  £3199
. | 99 XT225LANZA £2999
| 98 XT225 SERROW FR £2599
| 95  XT225 SERROW FR £1899
1 93 XT225 SERROW FR £1699
] 93 TT250RFR £1899

JUST ARRIVED

| YAMAHA TT250R
| PEGASO 650

| YAMAHA XT 350
KAWASAKI KLX250

FINANCE AVAILABLE FROM ONLY
£25.00 DEP LOW APR

LARGE RANGE OF CHILDRENS
MOTORCYCLES, CLOTHING & QUADS

ALL PRICES ON THE ROAD WITH TAX

Steve Plain
Motorcycles

off Road Specialists

NEW

XR 250R

XR 250 BAJA FR
CRM 250 MKII
XLR250R £1899
LX250DEG £1699
XLR250 BAJA £1899
CRM 250 MKII £1799

SUZUKI

NEW TS125ER ‘U’ £1999
NEW DR125S ‘I’ £2199F
NEW DR200 DJEBEL £2499F
96  DR250 DJEBEL £2599f
94  RMX250S

HUSQVARNA
NEW TEG10E £3699

NEW SM610 £3699
TEST AND AGE RELATED PLATE
NEW TE410E £3499 1.& 2 YEAR WARRANTIES AVAILABLE

MOTO-X MOTORS OLDHAM, LANCS
e 29/31 ASHTON RD, OLDHAM, LANCS
A= sAuEs: (0161) 652 7393 SPARES: (0161) 624 2313

G.B. Importer of Alfer and Kramit Motorcycles
Dr K Silencers for 4 stroke motorcycles
Dr K Steering Yokes for most motorcycles
Yamaha Spares

Best Prices chain & sprocket kits

Michelin Tyres & Mooses

Sinasilo clothing & breaking disc pads

Spares and Accessories - Mail Order Available
Phone/Fax - 01597 825817

VISA

Tel: 01623 428777
Fax: 01623 626884
Oakwood Road
Oaktree Business Park
Mansfield, Notts
We have over 40 used bikes in stock mcludlng'

YAMAHA WR400 FROM HONDA CRE 250 FROM
YAMAHA TTR 250 FROM HONDA CRM250 FROM
YAMAHA TTR 250 RAID ER4 HONDA XR 400 FROM

- HONDA XR 260 FR.d

Supplier Of New & Used Trail & Enduro Motorcycles

£H95
1295
£2795
£1495
£1895
AKI KDX250 SR FROM  £1695
KAWASAKI KDX200 SR FROM £1395

If you don’t see what your looking for CALL US!
We probably have it in stock!
Tyres, Spares, Accessories, Oils, Helmets, Clothing.

Ride Before you Buy. Off Road Test Rides available On All Bikes.

&SF M CCTESSORIES

4 Wharfebank
Tadcaster LS24 9AY
Tel/Fax 01937 832195

or 01937 557000

C ICE SALES, AR

New Trail Enduro & Fun Bikes
Delivery Nationwite [(Lowest Prices in UK)

|USQUARNA TE 410 ENDURO ([2000] £3200

USOVARNA TE 610 ENDURO (20001 £3400 " EAR e MO ers
AMAHA TTR 600 ENDURO  (2000) £3300 P £04.99 580,09
AMAHAKT GOOETRAIL (20000 £3100 22099, SETOF 2K ACEWEAR

{USQUARNA TE410ETRAIL  [1999) £3100 x%a% mﬁ HELWETS h okt o0 g&{rsggt;gﬁ mzs.gg
AUSQUARNA WEE 125 TRAIL murouen 2000 | b e e = e TG
G BOOTS £139
FULL RANGE OF QUADS KIDS BIKES & JNR M/X ) DE EN(TmRIES WELCOME
AGE Mn'"lncvclis 01104 821131 1823014 %mv RACEWEAR NEW TO THE UK IS EXCLUSIVELY SOLD AI{

DISTRIBUTED BY ON TIME RACING

Whillan DualSport

Mai"ri Agﬂents

Enduro;, Trail, MX,
Road And Kids

Huge Range of
¥ Parts, Accessories
v and Clothing

30 Preston Road (A23), Brighton

: mg“:&essoﬂes

i_see for vourselll

T

: (07000) 18’585\
| Opening hours: 2pm
i tore open 24 hours a i

SPORTMOTORCYCLES

,,o‘;{[” ORNER

“OFF ROAD”

Experience

IPHONE OR FAX: FOR INFO PACK
I: (01455) 842922 Fax: (01455) 841503
7/8 Moat Way, Barwell,
Leicester, LE9 8EY

http://www.windycorner.co.uk

[Eaiaan



EEancE SALES, AR

NO MORE WET FEET '

Keep warh and dry with « o«
Gortex Socks
Boot Liners

| Extremely resistant
to abrasion
| Gore-Tex

ONLY £20
A PAIR

2019 - 08 - 204 -12-12%

S POST & PACKING

STATION STREET/CROSS STREET, BURTON UPON TRENT DE14 1BT
RING THE MAIL ORDER DEPT. ON 01283 530707 OR ONLINE AT www.springfields.co.uk

SPRINGFIELDS THE COMPLETE OUTDOOR STORE

& FOOTWEAR

%

CAMPING

OUTDOOR
CLOTHING

ourer tent. We GUARANTEE
HFI nd tents!

eeping bags, 'camp beds.

rmals, jumpers, hats

Walking boots, sock

SURVIVAL
& OUTDOOR
EQUIPMENT map

Mult tools, penkr
compasses, fir

MILITARY Hardwearing, quality Used and new clothing a
SURPLUS cap badge net, 10,000 sg. ft. o

range of items. (catalogue available, senc

quipment from a
with a vast
E)

FREE CAR PARK, We are open 9-5.30 Monday to Saturday, (some Sundays, please ring first)

&HE M CCESSORIES

Worldwide mail order

YAMAHA

SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD GEAR
ANSWER ¢ ALPINE STARS ¢ SBS ¢ ND

ARAI ACERBIS ¢ NO FEAR ¢« RENTHAL.

REIKON ¢ MSR ¢ ROCKOIL ¢ IZUMI * SPES

117 Brighton Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 S5NJ
TEL: 0208 399 0630 Fax: 0208 296 0704

e-mail: motoward @cs.com
Specialist supplier of enduro & overland equipment

[==nr o]
J VISA

ADVENTURE in store....

J.A.M. SPORT (TD

CATERING FOR THE TRIAL/ TRAIL/ ENDURO OFF
ROADER
FULL WORKSHOP M.O.T. SALES & SPARES
CLOTHING IN STOCK
SINISALO HEBO ALPINESTAR
JOHN ALLAWAY MOTORCYCLES

43 THE STREET, WRECCLESHAM,
FARNHAM, SURREY. GU10 4QS
TEL: 01252-725335 FAX: 01252-711617
MOBILE: 0860-240500

DEP.

MITO  Sm=me—

AR S mnm s e

l
TRAIL RIDES IN -

PEAKS o DALES o NWALES o LAKES o LANES (3]

HVHS3A

THANKS TO ALL THE @MmMEBS WHO ARE NOW
FRIENDS TRAIL RIDING BRINGING PEOPLE TOGETHER

WHO YOU GONNA CALL

BOGBUSTERS
01270-760517

THE NORTH’S NO1 KTM DEALER
2000 MODELS IN STOCK NOW POA
KTM CARBON FIBRE EXHAUST
GUARDS, ALL SIZES £45
KTM ENDURO SKID PLATES,ALL SIZES £69.99.
KTM CLUTCH DEFENCE SYSTEM £24.95
FULL RANGE OF KTM PARTS & ACCESSORIES IN STOCK!
BIGGEST SELECTION OF BOOTS, HELMETS, GOGGLES & MSR
GORTEX CLOTHING IN THE NORTH.
16 CAMPHILL CLOSE, DALLAMIRES LANE,
RIPON, HG4 1QY
TEL: 01765 608209 FAX: 01765 608223

WORLLS _EIID

""HL BLST Il! WLST LONDOP FOR Low mILLAGL IIMPORTS

lusqvarna slo 1999 - Low Serious one E2)

:91 Ilnnd. CRM25 - 1342akm nr-ngelwl-lh, arﬂvas mid May £PO,
142 Honda xu\zso egree - 1991 13000km Red/white water cooled single  £1725
354 Honda XL R250-2 Low New arrival Red £1500
343 Honda NX650 Dominator - 1981 aaszzkm Red SOLD £999
343 Yamaha XTZ660 Tenere - Low Needs TLC New arriv: __ £1350
286 Yamaha TT250R 1993 - 12739%m Wllll. - useful mﬂum SOLL =£2250
Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - Low New arrival 925
241 ha Serow XT 225cc - 1990 3400kms Blue/White Mk Il (Electric start) £1525
394 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - 7780kms Arrive mid May Blue/white £POA
395 Serow XT 225cc - 28811kms Arrive mid May Green/white £POA
396 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - 7335kms Arrive mid May Biue/white £POA
397 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - 13947kms Arrive mid May Pumhlwllll: £POA
401 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - 9422kms Arrive mid MayBlue/whi £POA
Serow XT 225cc - 7123kms Arrive mid M-ry Green/w w-lhu £POA
405 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - 8106kms Arrive mi hite £POA
407 Yamaha X1 I90kms Arrive mid May Blue/white £POA
= ha Serow XT 225cc - 147: mid M-y Blue/white £POA
- Yamaha Serow XT 225 1811kms Arrive mid Green/wh £POA
319 l(msakl KMXIZ.'- 2000 llow Fand

rice

387 Yamaha April

Mmorcyclss lls!sd above UK raglslsrad wl(h nsw or long MOT, ﬁllly sarvll:ed
and warranty, fully serviced and warranty 8kms = 5 mi

O ShEE 7 4 8 8000

E-MAIL: WEMOTORCYCLES@BTCONNECT.COM WWW.WEMOTO . COM

EIKE SALES, PARTS, CLUES & TOWURS

WILDERNESS

WH £LS

mOoOrocco

DAVE COOPER

b TRAILERS e RAGKS

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS

Car Racks £49.95 inc P&P : Van/Motorhome Racks £59.95
inc P&P - 4x4 Racks £73.95 inc. P&P

Junior Racks 50cc - 80cc Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc

Fits any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and you can still tow.
with the bikerack in use! Made from 4mm British Steel tubing and mig
welded. Finished in protective enamel.
Lightboards, tie down straps also available.

DELIVERY AVAILABLE
Spare Wheel £19.50 extra,
Trailets come with independent
St i loading

PRICE 1y
LIGHTBOAC "“'ﬁ,sn

0 ©
mouniing brackets - 1o
Single Bike £199 vour "a”efagva\lrgangewm

©ON
©

i 9
Quad Trailers 99 INcLuDE VAT

DAVE COOPER
DEPT TB, UNIT 7, ERITH BUSINESS CENTRE, HIGH ST. ERITH KENT DA8 1RT
TEL 01322 359393 (DAY OR EVE) & 0860 702112 (MOBILE)

2 BILL LOMAS
le®S MOTORCYCLES

136 High St, Clay Cross, Chesterfield
NEW ENDURO BIKES

HONDA XR400 brand new ‘2000 model
YAMAHA TT600R ‘2000 model

YAMAHA WR400 ‘2000 model now in stock
YAMAHA XT600F ‘2000 model
HUSQVANA TE610E
HONDA XLI255
SUZUKI DR400 ‘2000 .
ANY OTHER M

NEW LOW
ALL IN STOCK ¢ ALL PRICES E R
ALL MAKES OF BIKE SUPPLIED AT DISCOUNTED PRICES +LOW FINANCE ARRANGED

(01246) 863383

HONDA YAMAHA

EUROPE’S LEADING SUPPLIER
OF FRAME GUARDS & SKID PLATES
FOR ENDURO AND MOTOCROSS

ASK Y RGN REALER

E-mail info @ gadget-racing.demon.co.uk

\__ WWW.GADGETRACINGPRODUCTS.COM _/

]]Ellﬁlii NEwiman @z F

271 London Road, Portsmouth, Hampshire
Tel: 023 92665000 extn. c15 Fax: 023 92670111
E-Mail: dist@rafferty-newman.co.uk

GARLISLE :
FF ROAD Iy
MOTORCYCLES e

High Hesket, Carlisle CA4 0JE
Tel/Fax: 016974 738982

MAKO 40 £750
NEW I]ﬁl] uunns PO.A (g
BIKES AVAILABLE
WlNll GLOTHING NOW IN STOCK
Soumy WX Helmets  ilkolene Lubricants

WX & Enduro Tyres in
SALES SERVICE REPAIRS
Late night opening Tues & Vurs
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TS = AcceEssories |

GET DIRTY THIS WEEKEND!

HONDA KR250 £1695.00  YAMAHA KT350 £1495.00
HONDA KL350 £1595.00 YAMAHA TT350 £1495.00
HONDA KR500 £995.00 YAMAHA TI350 £1495.00
HONDA XL600R £1495.00  YAMAHA TT600 £1695.00
HONDA KR600 £1795.00 RAWASAKI KDX200 £895.00
HUSQUARNA 610€ 320500 ALL MACHINES ARE SERVICED,
mOT’D & READY TO GO!
YAMAHA KT250 £895.00 DELIVERY NO PROBLEM

TEL: 01202 826045 / 01202 820009 FAK: 01202 820009

UNIT 1, VICTORY CLOSE, WOOLSBRIDGE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
THREE LEGGED CROSS, WIMBORNE, DORSET BH21 6SK

TRAIL BIKES IN KENT
JOHN RILEY

SOUTH EAST OFF ROAD CENTRE

Owner rider - Sleve Garner

Constantly changing stock of Trail & Enduro-Bikes from £850 - £4000
Full workshop facilities & MOT test centre

Full range of clothing & aceessories - inc. Acerbis, Renthal, Wiilfsport & others.
Regular local Green Lane runs -.ring for details

DARTFORD (DiZ22) 52610

Open 6 days e 5-6.The Parade, Crayford Way, Crayford, Kent.

E-Mail - southeastoffroad@hotmail.com

ATEED

v ORDER
All Shocks and Forks RACING COMPONENTS
Serviced or Repaired
ALL MAJOR CARDS WELCOME

TEL/FAX 01283 521302

No Problem

Trail Bikes

Enduro, Motox, Road

Prices from £35.00 + VAT
24 hour turnaround
K&S Racing

Phone 01424 439 767
Fax: 01424 715096
Web: www.kands: co.uk
Em dsracing.co.uk

NEVADA MOTORCYCLE ADVENTURES
Nevada, an absolute blast! A real wild west! Covered board walks, Old western
railroad. Thick pine forest, Snow on the trail, Old mine workings, Trail to over
11,000 feet, Fantastic fun to ride, - Views, Absolutely magnificent! Ancient
trees, A ghost town, once a bustling mining town, sort of terrestrial Marie
Celeste, as if we'd stepped back in time at least 70 years. A meadow, reminded
me of Switzerland, Fantastic views! | was amazed, looking down as if we were
in an aircraft. Fantastic view across the top of the Sierra Nevada range,
Through forest, incredibly tight, steep hairpin bends, as hairy as anything I've
ever seen in the Alps! A beautiful, snow-surrounded reservoir - A Basque
restaurant, the most amazing collection of memorabilia & photos of the wild
west. The food and company were excellent, Going tough enough to provide
a challenge. A fantastic ride! Superb fun! A motorcycling nirvanal An extremely
enjoyable trip. | can't recommend anything better than getting out into the
wide open spaces and high mountain trails of Nevadal THANKS -A Huge
thanks to Matt Ernst for being such a capable and entertaining quide!

PAUL BLEZARD - Excerpts from: NEVADA ADVENTURE! By Paul Blezzard -
Published in TRAIL BIKE MAGAZINE (England) Jan. 2000
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VISIT OUR  WEB S SITE ON

www.pope-motorcycles.co.uk

01705 921111

TREVOR POPE MOTORCYCLES, 57-59 FORTON ROAD, GOSPORT, HANTS. PO12 4TD

y 7/
YEAR 2000 ENDURO BIKES

AVAILABLE NOW
HEBO PJ1 ARAI

SCOTT

phone for best price
CALL GARY RICKS

01708 862828 after hours 07801 978768
Motorvation Unit 17 Breach Road
West Thurrock RM20 3NR

FREEPOST Ve |

SOUTH AFRICAN ADVENTURE TOURS
WITH ALFIE COX & KTM  >>=

Farm 15, D246, Cato Ridge, Kwa Zulu Natal, 3680. PO Box 144, Umlaas Road, Kwa Zulu Natal, 3730

Tel + 27- 31- 7821779] 27- 31- 7821129
Fax + 27- 31- 7823559

e-mail: alfie1@pixie.co.za

TO FIND
OUT MORE

ction with KTM Austria, | have 5, 1999 KTM 200¢C contact Alfie Cox on the
above numbers/address. Tour
dates to be confirmed once
bookings are arranged.

ny South

farmiands; sugarcay rassy hills and fi 5 0

Tour price: es London - Durban)

ommodation
(excluding alcohol)

w Longfon, Preston PR4 4YS
31059

NG
RG MOTORCYCLES
STOCK

... £4500
£4500
£4846
£4897

DBIKES * CARS  VANS °
FOR NEW DEALER LIST

=

To find your nearest groups send a 9x5 SAE
to Colin Patient, |14 Ryecroft Close,

Woodley, Reading. RG5 3BP

TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP

The national campaigning group for trail riders.
Members ride road-legal motorcycles in small groups to explore those green
lanes with vehicular rights, for recreation (not competition) and to enjoy the

countryside. Please see www.trf.org.uk

TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP

Wanted - volunteers to lobby Government and MPs, and
to liaise with Councils and other bodies, research lanes,

lead rides etc. Training available.

ne&
u
Za
ol

HUGE discounts on top quality
chains, sprockets, tyres,
brakes, clothing and most parts
and accessories for TRAIL, TRIALS,

MOTO X and ENDURO in stock
reay for immediate despatch.

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR STANDARD MACHINERY

01425 474800

UNT§, HGHTONN MDUSTRIAL ESATE RIGHOOD, HAVTS B24 1

tm

TS & MCCESSORIES

QUADBIKES

£49

250cc HALF DAY
*Other activities available
eAction Gifts Available

*Singles or Groups
at
Tunbridge Wells in Kent
01892 519585
www.action-events.co.uk
5% info@quadbike.net

SLN3IAI-NOILDV

OFTROAD - WORLDWIDE

Serious fun in Nevada, Baja, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Peru, New Zealand, Australia,
Thailand, Morocco, Andorra, Libya.

Plus the world’s widest choice of road tours and
hire, from Harleys in the USA to Enfields in the
Himalayas, with the UK specialist.

For more information contact David Grist at H-C Travel
16 High Street, Overton, Hants RG25 3HA
Tel: 01256 770775 Fax: 01256 771773

http://www.hctravel.com email: david@hctravel.com

®H-C Travel

Fully insured for your financial and legal protection

V& BB TRAILSPORT

Tyres & Accessories
by Mail Order

Bridgestone Trail & Enduro Tyres
D02 ExcellentTrail Tyre  460-18  £3495
D04 Enduro Rear Tyre 4.10-18 £38.50
D03  Enduro Front Tyre 3.00-21 £33.50
D661 Enduro Front Tyre ~ 90/90-21  £34.95
D16 AlTemainTyres 460 £37.50
Sarum Trail, Enduro, Mx & Tnals Tyres

C11 Awesome off-road tyre120/90-18 £36.50
TR1  Hardwearing Trials tyre 40018 £32.00
Trail / Enduro ‘O’ Ring Chairv/Sprocket Kits
Quality 520 chain & Steel Front and Rear sprockets
RMX250, DR350, KDX200, XR250 - £64.50
XR400, XT600, KLR650 - £65.95
All prices include VAT

Please phone for a copy of

our free illustrated price list

12101949 850530 nytime)

Guided trail riding in and
around the Yorkshire Dales

Bike hire available in

limited numbers
For a Dirty Great Day Out
For more information contact Rob

Tel: 01423 360791
mobile: 07714 454883
e-mail: robrevely@hotmail.com

NB. All riders must hold a full, valid motorcycle licence

NORWEST TRAILS
TEL/FAX: 01599 534353

www.nweoast.demon.co.uk

TEST YOUR OFF ROAD RIDING SKILLS TO
THE LIMIT ON OUR EXCLUSIVE SCOTTISH
HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN TRAILS

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
e 2 FULL DAYS GUIDED TRAIL
© 3 NIGHTS B&B INC. ALL MEALS
 BIKE HIRE AVAILABLE

PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS

THE ATLAS RALLY
NOW (ORPI) IN
MORROCCO

THIS IS THE BEST FIRST
TIME RALLY
4TH - 9TH JUNE
FOR DETAILS & ENTRIES

PHONE NICK PALMER
Telephone: (01579) 384384 Mobhile: 0802 408083
ax: (01579) 383108 EMAIL: desertrati @compuserve.com

UNIVERSAL KITS
FLASHER KITS: DR-Z 400,




e SALES, Pan

& M CCESSORIES

KLIPONOrr

Quality, Safety, Style

OFF ROAD BIKES, ROAD BIKES, RACE BIKES
QUADS, SCOOTERS & SPECIALS.
CONTACT GILES WALKER
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY ARRANGED. AREA STOCKISTS S.EAST & S.WEST

WALKER ENGINEERING

P.O.BOX 100, HALIFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE
TEL: FACTORY 01422 345568
OUT OF HOURS: 0973 885815 FAX: 01422 348212

DISCS » WHEELS  CLUTCH BASKETS

NEW! - SOLE IMPORTER FOR
‘BRAKING’ BRAKE DISCS & PADS

OVERSIZE DISCS & SUPER MOTO DISCS

TALON ENGINEERING LTD
Tel: (01935) 471508 Fax: (01935) 431825

Email: sales@talon-eng.co.uk

MOTORCYCLES,

In Gloucestershire & the
Forest of Dean

Vaing
.

604e Sport &
604e Supermoto

& 01594 822202

AIR RLTERS: WHITE BROS, Kal
THROTTLES:
OVER 15 TYPES IN STOCK.
FITTING SERVICE
AVAILABLE.

FULL SPARES BACKUP 8
MOTION-PRO M/X TOOLS

{OW AVAILABIES
790 & XRa00, WRa00, XRedf® BROTHERS
BIG BORE PIPES

WEIIE BROS %08 Catalogne lsne 21 Mow i &1 e vat
BIG BORE STAINLESS FRONT PIPES - SUPER TRAP EXHAUSTS

POWER UP KITS XR250, XR400, XR600, XR650, DR350, KLX250 PLUS HUSABERG ;'
KLX650, KTM CARBURETTORS FROM 22mm - 45mm

WHITE

v DISTRIBUTOR

TITANIUM COLLETTS,
SPRING KITS, CARILLO RODS,
CRANK PINS & PISTONS

Tel 01949 836733 Fax 01949 836734 unit B3, Moorbridge Road, Bingham, Notts. G13 8GG

DIRTBIKEBITS.COM

Quality Rustralian Aluminium
Bashplates, Frameguards &
Accessories - Tested in Battle!
) ALUMINIUM

LIGHT GUARD
XR2/4/6
£27.04

Exhaust Inserts /asosoon 86652

Frameguards xwa/a/s DR350, 082000 £5270
Forkguards verywoughxsooonly  £2852

Bashplates x2e6944 xna £6944 ¥p6 57150
DR350 £73.16 CRM250099)  £1440

01293 785733
FAX: 01293 771056
www.dirtbikebits.com

MR BEARING DISCS
SOLID REAR DISCS
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR
TRAIL RIDING AND ENDUROS
DRAMATICALLY EXTENDING
THE LIFE OF PADS

* XR 250 * XR 400
* XR 600 * CRM 250
* KDX 200/220/250
* KLX 250/300
* GAS GAS 200/250/300
* DR350 * TTR250 * CCM

ALL DISCS £45
OR DISC KITS (WITH PADS) £59

INCLUDING VAT POSTAGE & PACKAGING

TEL: 0114 2510836 FAX: 0114 2489715
MOBILE: 07971 635228

JIM AIM

MOTORCYCLES

KTM 2000 MODELS 250 EXC
65 SX PRO SENIOR PRO JUNIOR
NEW 99 KTM 400 LCL TRAIL ELECTRIC £3999

200 EGS
IN STOCKS

89 HONDA XR250 £1195
95 HONDA XR250 M REGD £1995
90 KM 600 ENDURO LCA £1550
S/H MOTORCROSS
99 KTM 250 SX £2200
96 YAMAHA Y2125 £1550
97 HONDA CR125 £1650
98 KTM 60 SX £1050
99 KAWASAKI 60 KX £1050
KTM SPARES HUGE STOCK
NEXT DAY DELIVERY

147 SWAN ST, SIBLE HEDINGHAM, ESSEX C09 3PT]|

TEL. 01787 460671

FAX. 01787 462570

Nobby Clark

Motorcycles
Unit 3 & 4 The 0Old Tannery, The Midlands,
Holt, TROWBRIDGE, Wiltshire BA14 6RW

USED ENDURO BIKE'S

98 XR 250R 4000km’s £2850
91 XR 600R £1595
89 XR 600R £1495
86 XL 600R Electric £1495
85 XL 600R DAKAR £1395
86 Suzuki DAKAR 600 £1495
86 Honda MTX £695

All machines fully serviced, taxed, tested

Tel & Fax
01225 782923

ENDURO ¢ MOTO-X e TRIALS
Bike Tech
UXBRIDGE MIDDLESEX SOUTH EAST

BAS GAS

2000 Bike orders now being faken

SALES o SPARES * ACCESSORIES
UNBEATABLE PRICES
HEBO * ANSWER ¢ ALPINESTAR * FIRST RACING
+ DLD, » SCOTT o SUPERSPROX o
SMITHS © ACERBIS * PREMIER * SILKOLENE
DUNLOP ¢ MICHELIN e PIRELLI * DEP EXHAUSTS
CONTACT DAVID (ANYTIME)
TEL: (01895) 253963
MOBILE: 0956 393322

Suzuki RV125 sand bike, S-reg, requires
slight attention, spares and manuals
included, £500. Tel Karl on 01892 654 603
(East Sussex)

Derbi Senda R-reg, low mileage, good
cond £950 ono. Tel Dave on 01824 750 610
(Clwyd)

Honda XR400, R-reg, 2500km, Acerbis
hand guards, Renthals, green lane use,
£2495. Tel Mark on 0118 977 1926 (Reading)
Kawasaki KDX200SR, G-reg, 5000km, usd,
Renthals, MoT, full factory electrics, excel-
lent cond, £1400 ono. Tel Jer on 01453 764
410 (Glos)

Yamaha XT350, 1994, T&T, Micron & stan-
dard, vgc, Datatag, new tyres, 520 c&s,
plus standard handguards, £1750 ono. Tel
David on 020 8640 8540 or 0385 960 051
(Surrey)

Kawasaki KLX300R, Renthals, bark buster,
ring chain, nice cond throughout, £2050
ono. Tel Roger on 01452 854 178 (Glos)
Honda XR600, R-reg, vgc, good tyres,
frame, sump, hand guards, recent cé&s,
Renthals, Tecnosel graphics, indicators,
£2750. Tel S Mason on 01773 713 188
(Derby)

KTM 350LC4, M-reg, 9000km, Renthals,
Acerbis handguards, bashplate, frame pro-
tectors, T&T, mainly green lane use, £2250
ono. Tel Keith on 01793 825 638 (Wilts)
Suzuki TS200R, G-reg, T&T, good clean
example, £875 ono. Tel John on 01625 572
816 (cheshire)

Kawasaki KLX250, K-reg, T&T, Renthals,
handguards, usd forks, green lane use only,
£1300. Tel Paul on 0780 117 8484 (m) or
01270 250 578 (Cheshire)

Gas Gas EC250, late "98, exc cond, v light
trail use only, not usual rubbish, first to see
will buy. Tel Pete on 01335 330 768
(Derbys)

Yamaha DT175MX, X-Reg, T&T, 9600km,
excellent original cond, first to see will buy,

£675 ono. Tel Martyn on 07979 921980
(Leics)

Suzuki DR350S, K-reg, exc cond, mainly
road use, new discs & pads, Renthals,
brushguards, MoT, 100% reliable, £1475.
Tel Nick on 01483 810 426 (Surrey)
Yamaha TTR250, T&T, 1996, low mileage,
lady owner, new Gripsters and battery,
£1950 ono. Tel Kathie Hughes on 01597
860692 (Powys)

Yamaha XT600 Tenere, Italian import, fan-
tastic cond, excellent mechanics, virgin
trailie, never seen grass, electric start,
reluctant sale, must go, £1495 ono. Tel D
Stacey on 01530 832 749 (Leics)

Armstrong MT500, T&T, excellent cond,
new tyres, road tyres and spares, £950 ono.
Tel G Till on 01782 522 486 (N. Staffs)
Yamaha XT500E, S-Reg, immac, total nut
and bolt rebuild and rebore, v best avail-
able old thumper, £1600 ono. Tel S Brown
on 01992 462 858 (Herts)

Kawasaki KDX250, K-reg, T&T, vgc, stan-
dard bike, £1295. Tel Dave on 01235 821
162 (Oxon)

Yamaha DT175MX, 1982, MoT, recent
engine rebuild, still running in, green lane
use only, exc cond, £525 ono. Tel M Palmer
on 01271 325 118 (Devon)

Yamaha WR400F, 1999, six months old,
long distance trials and green lane use
only, good cond, £3200 ono. Tel Steve on
07787 562 501 or 01626 368 353 (Devon)
Honda XR600, '92, MoT, scruffy £1400; also
Suzuki RMX250, ‘96, clean, Renthals, road
reg, very fast, £1600. Tel Matt on 01273 504
144 (Sussex) g
Suzuki DR250, 1991, blue/white, usd
forks, excellent all rounder, vgc, ultra reli-
able, T&T. £1400 P/X cheaper trail enduro
bike. Tel Nicky on 01209 821 610
(Cornwall)

Suzuki DR350, L-reg, T&T, Acerbis enduro
tank, sump guard, bark busters, braided
hoses, Renthal bars, Supertrapp exhaust,
£1550 ono. Tel R Lucas on 01928 563 801
(Cheshire)

Yamaha TTR250 K-reg, T&T, new front
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tyre, recent battery, rear shock rebuilt, good
cond, £1800 ono. Tel David on 01293
773907 (Surrey)

Kawasaki KLX300R, T-Reg, good cond,
bark busters, Werx decals, never raced,
green lane use only, 1500m, bargain at
£2800 ovno. Tel Martin on 01483 816501
(Herts)

Honda XR250, 1998, 1400km, trail use only,
£2395. Tel Den on 01527 404 391 (Worcs)
Yamaha XT600E, 1992, T&T, 25,000km, new
c&s, good cond. £1200. Tel Gabrielle on
0208 928 0804 (London)

Kawasaki KLX250, M-reg, 17,000km, T&T,
excellent cond, hundreds spent on it, £1900
ovno. Tel Nick on 0116 231 2984 (Leics)
Honda CRM250R MK2, 1993, vgc, fully
serviced, spare tyres, c&s, power pipe usd
adj forks, re-valve, shock, T&T, £1500. Tel
David on 01252 837 870 (Surrey)

Honda CRM250MK2, K-reg,
purple/white, good cond, £1800. Tel Dave
on 01473 604 887 (Suffolk)

Yamaha YZ400F, ‘98/'99, blue, profession-
ally converted road legal, gold rims
Tecnosel graphics, green lane use, good
cond,must sell, £3000. Tel Paul on 07957
353 505 (m) or 01462 624 207 (Beds)
Honda XR600, 1998, absolutely mint, you
won't find better, EMF pipe, every extra,
very little use. Tel P Evans on 07747 601
144 (S.Wales)

Honda XR250 K-reg, T&T, 280 Wiseco pis-
ton, Cobra exhaust, tank cover, fork and
frame protectors, good cond, well main-
tained, £1400 ono. Tel George on 01761 452
606 (Avon)

Suzuki DR200, 1999, 10,000km, dealer
serviced, new rear tyre fitted, good cond,
£1750. Tel Graham on 01935 825 964
(Somerset)

Honda CRM250AR, black, 1999, T-reg,
2300km, immaculate, standard, £3300 ono.
Tel Michael on 01638 612 078 (Suffolk)
Yamaha TTR250, L-reg, Renthal bars,
recent chainset and tyres, T&T, green lane
use with some commuting, £2000. Tel Tony
on 01406 550591 (Lincs) After 7PM

€I TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE

Honda XR400RW, R-reg, 2100km, immac
standard cond, tax, £2850 ono. Tel Paul on
01204 844 823 (Bolton)

BMW R1100GS, M-reg, 26,500m, red, MoT,
good all round cond, never used off road,
£4350 ono. Tel Graham on 01254 888 974
(Lancs)

Suzuki DR250RLS, M-reg, twin cam,
14,000km, stainless exhaust, elec start, T&T,
high or low suspension, v good cond,
£1895 or poss P/X Honda Baja. Tel Les on
01663 741 191 (Derbys)

Cagiva E750, R-reg, 5500km, blue, £2600 or
P/X/swap XR600, XR400 or TT600. Tel
Owen on 01339 756 345 (Aberdeen)

Honda CRM250, J-reg, low mileage, MoT,
Datatag, excellent cond, £1995. Tel S
Gibson on 01689 896 823 (Kent)

Kawasaki KDX125, H-reg, MoT, green,
very reliable, 7300m, vgc, very clean for
year, £1150 ono. Tel Nigel on 01384 372 783
(W Mids)

Kawasaki KDX125, 1994, team green, T&T,
11,000m, professionally serviced, usd forks,
alloy wheels, new exhaust, good bike,
£1200 ono. Tel Richard on 0771 300 0094
Derbys)

Suzuki RM250, 1987, water-cooled, disc
brake model, complete rebuild with all
receipts, four hours use since, £650. Tell Ian
on 01883 626 852 (Surrey)

Honda XLR250 Baja 1989, T&T, Renthals,
handguards, ideal green laner, good cond,
new bike forces sale, £1150 ono. Tel Peter
on 01832 293 583 (Cambs)

Suzuki Enduro TS200R, yellow, T&T,
5000km, import, fantastic lightweight
on/off road, spare tyres included, new
pads, some spares, £1295. Tel Robin on
0403 386 082 (Kent)

Kawasaki KDX125SR, L-reg, blue, low
mileage, excellent original cond, new tyres,
£1395. Tel John on 0161 747 7836 (Trafford)
Yamaha TTR250, MoT, tax, 10,000km, good
cond, £1750 ono. Tel Adrian on 01895 237
670 (Middx)

Kawasaki KLX250, L-reg, vgc, mainly road
use, new tyres, must sell hence £1450 ono.

Tel M Hodgson on 01373 463 253 (Frome)
Yamaha WR400, 1999, 500m, frame guards,
Renthals, new tyres, w/s manual, standard
parts, oil/air filters, no dreamers!, £3200.
Tel Richard on 01242 519500 (Glos)
Yamaha DT230 Lanza, P-reg, 8400km,
recent new tyres, elec start, good clean
cond, road use only, £2300. Tel Ian on 01633
764 836 (S Wales)

Honda XL500S, excellent original cond,
11,000m, Ohlins, rear shocks, new tyres,
reliable dual sport classic, £1195; also
Yamaha XT500, 1976, immaculate original
cond, genuine 6000m, unused toolkit and
owners instruction manual, ideal collectors
piece, £1695. Tel Shaun on 01293 820 498
(Surrey)

Suzuki TSR200, H-reg, MoT, vgc, engine
rebuilt, frame stove enamelled, DEP
tailpipe, Renthals, 13,000km, new brake
pads, not used off road, £1250. Tel Paul on
0208 204 9116 (Harrow)

Kawasaki KLX250 Enduro, K-reg, fully
road legal, frame and hand guards, alloy
tailpipe, £1300. Tel Brian on 0116 282 4762
(Leics)

Kawasaki KLX650, P-reg, green,
7500m,MoT, vgc, new sprockets, spare back
wheel and tyre, £2450. Tel Mat on 01258
840 995 (Dorset)

Honda XR400, Y2k, immaculate, 400m,
stainless pipe, frame guards, not used off
road, official UK bike, house forces sale,
£3500. Tel 01784 464 636 (days) or 07801
885 558 (eves) (Middx)

Honda CRM250 MK1, 1989, red, T&T, EFMF
silencer new pads and discs, recent tyres,
and sprockets, Renthals, hand guards,
£1650 ono. Tel Patrick on 01865 430 300
(Oxon)

Kawasaki KLX250, L-reg, excellent cond,
MoT, new chain and sprockets, elec start
etc, £1595 ono. Tel Daniel on 01254 875 794
(Lancs)

Honda CRM250 MKII, 1992, excellent
cond, low mileage, DEP tailpipe, Renthals,
handguards, light trail use only, £1695. Tel
Phillip on 01264 358 035 (Hants)

Honda XL250 Degree, 1991 5000m, T&T,
immac original cond, road use only, first to
see will buy, £1500 ono. Tel Peter on 01902
604 388 (W. Mids)

Yamaha TTR250, 1993, elec start, MT21
tyres, new chain and sprockets, Supertrapp
silencer, T&T, very clean bike, £1595 ono.
Tel Carl on 0973 479 274 (Staffs)

Yamaha TTR250 Raid, M2 TTR-reg,
7000km,, immaculate, never, bashed,
thrashed or crashed!! £2500. Also Cagiva
900 Elefant, P900 ELE-reg, 7000km, blue,
road and knobbly tyres, immaculate, never
seen rain, £3500. Tel Jo on 01223 360 350
(day) (Cambs)

Can-Am Qualifier 175, 1980 twinshock,
enduro, Y-reg, good original cond, little
use, £375. Tel ] Walters on 01275 892 649
(Bristol)

Honda XR250, R-reg, green lane use only,
3000km, Renthal bars, £1900. Tel Paul on
01442 215516 (Herts)

Kawasaki KDX220SR, L-reg, 14,000km,
superb cond, key ignition, autolube, indica-
tors, Renthals, hand guards, MoT, £1850
ono, better than CRM! Tel Tim on 01202
885 855 (Dorset)

Kawasaki KDX200, ‘94, great all rounder,
well looked after, recent bearings/rear
shock, never let me down, reluctant sale,
£1495 ovno. Tel Karl on 01803 666 976
(Early eves) (Devon)

Honda XR650L, 1994, T&T, good cond,
Renthals, Bridgestone Grittys, original
bike, 3600m, mainly road use, £2000. Tel
Richard on 01305 779 206 (Dorset)

Suzuki DR650, R-reg, black, immac cond,
5000m, road use only, £2450 ono consider
p/x up to £1000. Tel Alan on 01283 561 816
(Staffs)

Yamaha XT350, 1993, vgc, new tyres, MoT
and warranty, Renthals, road legal, £1650.
Tel Chris on 01752 340 781 (Devon)

KTM 640 enduro, R-reg, elec start, vvgc,
low miles, never off road, you won't find
better, £3995 ovno. Tel Alan on 01372 464
409 (Surrey)

KTM 620EGS, N-reg, 7000km, T&T, light
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trail use only, easy starter, excellent cond,
extremely powerful and reliable, £1950. Tel
Ian on 0798 919 0314 (W Mids)

KTM 250EXC, R-reg, 1500km, trail riding
only, new chain, sprockets and rear tyre,
exceptional condition, must be seen, £2395
ono. Tel Craig on 01388 777 697 (Durham)
Honda XR400, T-reg, 2500km, still on origi-
nal tyres, chain and sprockets, road and
light use, good cond, taxed, £3095 ono. Tel
A Glover 01204 410162 (Lancs)

Yamaha XT550, MoT, 50,000km, adj shock,
new clutch, good runner, spare tank, seat
and side panels, £650 ono. Tel Steve on
01384 638 121 (W Mids)

CCM 604E, 1999, elec start, well main-
tained, green lane use only, new MT21s,
£3595, gold supermoto wheels and tyres
available, £795. Tel Mark on 01746 783 279
CCM 604E sport, april ‘99, 1300m, hand
protectors, new chain and sprockets, new
tyres, factory serviced, £3900 ono. Tel Mike
on 07790 527 818 (Cheshire)

Yamaha XT600, B-reg, noT&T, runner,
spares wheel, 30ltr tank, alloy panniers,
replaced shocker, oil tank barrel, £600. Tel
Leo on 01325 487 927

Honda CRM250 MKI, F-reg, good cond,
T&T, a bit dirty, ready to green lane, £1000.
Tel John on 01457 857 382 (Derbys)

Honda CRM250 MKI], J-reg, white/red,
3500km, T&T, new Renthals, bark busters,
seat, good cond, £1800 ono. Tel Shane
01636 700 622 (Notts)

KTM 200EGS, autolube, T-reg, 1800km,
£3000 ovno. Tel Bruce on 01368 863 343 (E
Lothian)

CCM 604E, 1999, yellow /black, excellent
cond, low mileage, maintained regardless
of cost, £3350. Tel Scott on 0121 433 3088
(Birmingham)

Honda CRM250AR, V-reg, purple/white,
2300km, DEP exhaust, sump frame and
disc guards, alloy bars, new tyres, meticu-
lously maintained, absolutely immac cond,
£3500. Tel Andy on 01543 361 407 (W Mids)
CCM 640, high compression, june 99,
1200m, immac cond, Y2k tank, carb, graph-
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ics, new baby means cheaper bike, £4375
ono. Tel Paul on 01600 860 779 (S Glos)
KTM Rallye 640, 1997, with all extras,
some spares, recent overhaul, 1000s spent,
£4250. Tel Ian on 0374 800 736 (Cambs)
Honda CRM250 MKI, F-reg, red, T&T,
16,250m, O ring chain, FMF tailpipe, hand-
guards, vgc, house move forces sale,

£1250. Tel Glenn on 01908 261 656 (Bucks)
CCM 604E sport, '99, 1540m, carb, oil feed,
hand guards, spare front sprocket, very
clean, £4495. Tel Ian on 01257 450 549
(Lancs)

Honda CR500RG, excellent cond, well
maintained, £500 of receipts for parts inc
engine rebuild with first oversize piston
and new water pump, choice of gearing
and w/s manual, in my ownership for past
5 years, MoT, £1100. Tel Russell on 0208 715
0392 (sw London) or 07970 128 171 (Surrey)
KTM 250EXC L-reg, recent piston £1195
ono plus many different spares. Tel R
Dawson on 01243 513 245 (Sussex)

WANTED

Wanted DT125LC MK1 rear and front jack
up kit for Yamaha. Pay top money. Tel Nick
on 01753 662 077 (Bucks)

Trailer 2/3 bike in good condition. Tel
Mark on 0118 977 1926 (Reading)
Kawasaki KLX250 w/s manual for 1994
model, any condition. Hand book and any
other 1994 KLX literature required. Tel
Richard on 0771 300 0094 (Derbys)
Wanted front and rear wheels for 1996
XR400R. Tel David on 01451 869 692
(Derbys)

Wanted Trail bike or motocrosser in
exchange for CB900 A-reg, new MoT and
exhaust, perfect cond, ready to ride. Tel
Ceri on 01443 203 292 (Glams)

Wanted for Yamaha XT600, centre stand,
speedo and w/s manual. Tel Geoff on
07971 462 375 (N Yorks)

Yamaha WR250 1998/9 any condition, can
collect. Tel Miles on 0961 129 666 (W Yorks)
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¢ 15t Mareh - Witracks - Sufolk

21st April - matchams — Hampshi ;

12th May - canada Heights - K

Uth June - Rhayader - Wales

23rd June - Finningley — Done

14th July - witdtracks - Suffolk

71h August - wildtracks - Suffolk
“Bth August - matchams - Hampshire.
{th September - vmmranki Suffolk
3th Dctober - wildtracks - Suffalk TR

L ‘oF indivious) moosl nformotion
T:l: 01273 602944 Fax: 11273 602552
Suzuki Racing Information, 1 North Road, Brighton, East Sussex, BN1 1YA
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Tel: 01235 862248 Fax: 01233 821555

E-mail: planiti@compuserve.com

Planit Promotions Limited, PO Box 343, Abingdon, Oxon, OX14 4UD
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Ride the winds of change




