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Lazy Days...

oy oh boy some of you guys
B get easily confused. I'm refer-

ring of course to the ‘miss-
ing’ January issue of TBM. You
remember, the one we told you
wasn’t going to happen back in
the December issue. Just to make
things clearer we labelled the
December issue as the Christmas
issue (in other words it wasn’t
month dependant), then in my
editorial (in that issue) I explained
that because of our printing sched-
ule getting messed up by the
extended holiday over the millen-
nium period (not to mention our
preparations for the Dirt Bike
Show), we wouldn’t be producing
a January issue.

Well that set our phone alight
come the new year: ‘Where’s my
January issue?’ at least a hundred
of you bleated, obviously not hav-
ing read all of the December issue, otherwise you would’ve known
that there wasn’t one!

Okay a few of you hadn’t seen the December issue, so I can
understand how you got confused, but as for the others...2

But the strangest thing of all was the number of women callers
who rang. Now TBM prides itself on having a large number of
female readers who obviously appreciate our fantastically unsexist
opinions (give or take the odd topless model that appears just to
lighten up the tone) - well nobody’s perfect.

But even we were taken aback by the numbers of women callers.
So we decided to ask them whether they were readers themselves,
or whether they were simply phoning on behalf of their bloke. And
do you know what they said? Without exception they were all
wives or girlfriends who were simply fed up with their blokes
whining about how TBM hadn’t dropped through the letterbox this
month, and had either been instructed to phone us, or had taken it
upon themselves to sort it out for their blokes. Are you guys lazy
or what?

Of the few blokes who summoned up the considerable energy
required to call us themselves, I liked the one who told me he read
TBM cover to cover and he was calling because he needed his

‘monthly fix of dirt bikes’".

‘If you read TBM cover to cover’ I said, ‘how come you didn’t
spot the bit we put in the editorial leader page last month, explain-
ing why there wouldn’t be a January issue?’

‘Oh I never read that bit’ he said, ‘too bloody boring.’

Fortunately I'm not the sort of bloke who takes comments like
that personally... though I would like to take this opportunity to

inform all the readers that P. Beldon from West Midlands is not only

~ incredibly stupid, but he probably rides like a donkey...
~ Good ]ob he doesn t bo’cher to read my editori
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BINIW launches
o new trail
bikes and a new
off-road school in
Britain...

ot on the heels of their incredible success in
“ this year’s Dakar Rallye where BMW's

took the first four places, the German man-
ufacturer has announced two redesigned F650
dual-sport models - now called the F650GS and
the F650GS Dakar - as well as exciting plans to
introduce a BMW off-road school into Britain.

The original F650 Funduro which was launched
back in 1993 and went on to become BMW's best-
selling single cylinder machine, was developed as
a joint concept with Italian manufacturer Aprilia.
Now with the launch of the all-new machines,
BMW has brought assembly in-house to the main
production facility in Berlin.

Both bikes feature a number of innovations
including relocating the 17.3 litre fuel tank under
the seat in the traditional airbox location for better
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weight distribution, while a
switch to fuel injection and a full
electronic engine management
system should make this one of
the most emission-friendly
BMW's there’s ever been.

The engine is a development of
the single cylinder, DOHC, Rotax-
built mill, with a bore and stroke
of 100x83mm for a capacity of
652cc, turning out a claimed
50bhp at 6500rpm (slightly up on
the old 650). This has been
achieved with a redesigned four-
valve head and cam profiles
based on experience developed
from their all-conquering M3
car engine

The GS'’s engine utilises a dry
sump, with the oil tank hidden
under the cowling that would
normally be the fuel tank on any other bike. The
total oil capacity is an impressive 2.3 litres and
BMW's confidence in the reliability and durability
of their product is highlighted by their recom-
mended service interval of 6000 miles. The engine
also features a balance shaft, five speed gearbox
(with chain drive), water cooling, electric starter,
and a powerful 400W alternator.

The dummy ‘fuel tank” cowling also hides the
battery, airbox and coolant reservoir, while the
twin stainless-steel exhausts (which feature cataly-
sers) now sit under the seat allowing for a much
narrower tail (and larger optional panniers).

The phenomenal sales success of the F650 con-
cept has not only been down to the availability of
an entry-level BMW at an affordable price, but also
we reckon thanks to its broader appeal to both
sexes. Part of this is doubtless down to BMW'’s
adherence to the policy of offering variable seat
heights which continues with the new model. As
standard the seat height of the new GS is just
780mm (30.7”), but options are available to lower
it further still (should you require), or indeed raise
the seat with a taller saddle.

The price for the new 650GS will be £4995 (or
£5395) for the special limited edition Dakar model
which features a 21” front wheel, longer suspen-
sion travel, a taller screen, handguards and a
unique paintjob featuring the famous TSO
Dakar logo.

As well as launching new blkes, _K"}Aﬁ :
BMW will be opening a new off <
road training school down in
South Wales based around their GS |
range of motorcycles. The BMW
Experience will run along similar .
lines to the Hechlingen Enduro Park

in Germany run by Richard Schalber (the man
behind BMW's recent racing successes). The
course which will run over two days will include
coaching in the technical aspects of riding off-road
on BMWs and will be run by Dakar veterans
Simon Pavey, John Deacon and Andrea Mayer.

The course will cater to all levels of ability, but
will particularly welcome newcomers to off-road
riding. BMW’s David Taylor said: “We are aiming
to introduce people to off-roading... and to demon-
strate that the GS models are not only excellent
motorcycles, but that they have some off-road
capability.”

TBM's Si Pavey added: ‘I'm really looking for-
ward to being involved in this venture. The venue
is absolutely fantastic - scenic and with trails for
everyone to enjoy. More importantly the course
structure is such that everyone will learn new

skills that will help them develop
\ their bike control no matter what
@ /éO surface they wish to ride on.” The
first dates are in June and you can
find out more by telephoning 0800
0131 282.
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* new 2000 series wr4OoOFf:
. shorter, shimmer, sharper.

Revised CDI
characteristics New
easy-to-adjust
clutch lever

Slimline
8-litre
fuel tank Flatter seat
with for improved
reserve rider mobility

will alfernate between thed ake District and the
Peak District, (ie once a month in each), and the
cost'for log-cabilt accommodation, bike hire, fuel
and insupance is £200. Contact the factory on
01254296321 forsmore details.

Redesigned
triple clamps

| & CCM have announced: thatstheysare extend-
ing their Factory Rideouts to/takedn the Peak

District in Derbyshire. The Ridéouts which rurny
fortnightly between:Marech 3'and Novenibet.5,

& Pro-Racing have now got a wiring loom avail-

able for Suzuki’s new DR-Z400E, to help convert
it'to roaddegal spec. You're going to
need new head and tail li%hts plus

the other bits and pieces (horn,

speedo etc), in order o put it on the ‘
road. Pro-Racing can be contacted on
01327 301822.

New
lightweight
rear shock
: - R & O The year 2000 TMs which had
‘ i | been delayed by production difficuls
i ! : - ' . tiesshould’ve arrived by the time the
7 ¢ time you read this. On the plus side,
: \ . 44z, TM UK will be supporting all its cus-
| 2 { ¢ tomers and owners at the British
I ( o . Enduro Chamrionships this year
‘i / L E . with a yanfull of spares and support.
In order to qualify you need to regis-
ter withyour local dealer'who will
supply you with a registration eard
which you must take along to events.
Check with your dealer ordirectly

Modified
crank

Longer
valve
springs

& The Sphinx Long Distance
Trial, organised by the
Cheltenham Home Guard Club
takes place on 16 April, and is
primarily designed for clubman
& occasional riders on trail
bikes of any capacity (trials or
trail tyres only). There’s a side-
car route as well (which novice
riers can follow), with about 60-
70miles of riding around the
picturesque Cotswolds, and
about 30 or so observed sec-
tions. The club are also running
a two-stage trial on 16 July
which involves a number of
straightforward observed sec-
tions in the morning, followed

il A 3 with TM UK on 01249 715523 for fur-

ther details.

by a cross-country blast in the
afternoon (trail & enduro bikes
only). Phone Steve Venn on
01242 697494, or Mark Kirby on
01242 241764 for more details of
both events.

& The 17th annual Wyegate
(Long Distance) Trial takes place
on Sunday 19th March, organ-
ised by the West Glos & Dean
Forest MCC. As always this is a
reasonably tough and challeng-
ing event by long distance trial
standards, but well worth enter-
ing, if only to try your hand at
the infamous ‘Niagara’ section.
More details from Ian Vessey on
01594 832854.

& French off-road club Hors
Macadam are organising a one
day raid - the 12th Triangle Vert

€ TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

- with a 200km route for cars
and bikes in the region around
Calais on Sunday 16 April. The
entry fee is FF400 (about £40),
and more details are available
on 00 33 3 21 35 23 44.

& Dakar Rallye organisers TSO
have postponed the first Desert
Rallye of Libya. Their press
release explains that a feasibility
study found that the date they
had reserved for the rally (3-11
June) ‘coincides with a period
where the temperatures are too
high’. High temperatures in the
Libyan Sahara during June -
fancy that! Those dates have
now been allocated to the Atlas
Rallye (run by NPO) which will
be a full FIM Rallye-Raid event
staged in Morocco. Details from
Nick Palmer on 01579 384384.

Uprated 46mm
Kayaba forks with
lightweight internals

Higher
output
generator

New shorter

wheelbase

YZ250-type
frame

New 39mm
Keihin FCR
flat-slide

carburettor

Two years ago Yamaha broke new ground with the revolutionary WR400F
enduro bike. And for the 2000 season this class-leading 4-stroke comes
with an uprated engine, all-new chassis and 8-litre fuel tank that make
the new-generation WR400F shorter, simmer and sharper than ever.
For more information please call your authorised Yamaha dealer now.

Brought to you by Yamaha, winners of the 1999 British Enduro Championship
and the 1999 British 4-Stroke Enduro Championship.
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Enjoy all the action and glamour, the
thrills and spills, the crashes and
calamities and the reports and
creative writing from the nation’s
best-loved, worst-paid, off-road
motorcycle journalists - all from the
comfort of your favourite armchair.

Okay, okay, it’s not exactly the
Times Literary Supplement,
but what do you expect for £26?

Jeremy bloody Clarkson?

Just send your cheque for £26 (E36
for overseas) made payable to TBM
and send it to TBM Subs, PO Box
9845, London W13 SWP

Yes please I want to subscribe to TBM...

Name

Address

Post Code

Bike owned

Starting with issue no

I already Subscribe Y / N

Dire Straights on
Dere Street

Dear TBM

Scotland’s Dere Street in the
Cheviot Hills could be down-
graded to Bridleway with
access for farm traffic only if
something isn’t done about it.
Pressure from a landowner and
environmental groups con-
cerned about erosion damage
which they have blamed on
recreational vehicles, has led to
Scottish Borders Council (no
doubt anxious to avoid mainte-
nance costs), referring the deci-
sion to the Secretary of State for
Scotland. It is expected to go to
a public inquiry. The 2000 year
old Roman road is a listed
ancient monument and on its
Scottish borders the council
lists its street as D 89/3 Roman.
Damage was caused on its first
section by forestry vehicles over
the winter of 97/98, and this
will no doubt be blamed on us.
Anyone with an interest in
being able to use this ancient
road should voice their con-
cerns to the Scottish Borders
Council, Newtown St, Boswells,
Melrose, TD6 0SA or tel: 01835
824000. Please help...

Bruce Mathieson
East Lothian

Dirty Business
Dear TBM

Do you or any other readers
have any trail tips for keeping
spray, mud or road dirt away
from the rear shock of my
Honda Dominator, as it is not

protected from the elements by
a plastic guard like most other
trail bikes? Is there any reason
for this - the shock on the Africa
Twin for example is protected.
So is there a guard that will do
the job and can be made to fit
around the twin pipes down
from the rear of the airbox. I
would be grateful for any sug-
gestions.

Brian Deakin
Bangor, Co Down

To be honest Brian we hadn’t
noticed the omission of this
plastic guard on the Dominator
and our guess is that Honda

imagined most own-
ers wouldn’t need it,
but without a close
up look at the rear of
a Dommie [ can’t say
whether the air-box
pipes to which you
refer could or could-
n’t be re-routed. It's
possible that the
shock guard off an
Africa Twin could be
made to fit, but there
is one other solution.
We have heard of a
company that makes
gaiters for shock
absorbers out of neo-
prene, however when
we came to looking
them up, nobody
could remember their
name. Doubtless
someone reading this
will know who they
are, or if someone
from the company
concerned would like
to contact us, we’ll
pass the information
out to readers in next month’s
snippets or New Products page.

Aha, Baja
Dear TBM

Could you please give me some
advice on parts. I own a 1992
Honda XLR250 Baja, which I've
had for two years without any
major problems - aside from a
lack of advice from Honda
dealers. I've spent many hours
phoning round seeking a rear
disc and a CDI unit, but none
seem to be available for the
Baja. On asking whether parts
for the UK model XR250 would

TRAILBIKE MIAGAZINE @D



Honda’s Baja - similar
to an XR250?

do, no-one seemed to know,
though some thought it might
be a possibility. But most peo-
ple weren't interested as it was
an import. Could you please
advise me as to whether the
rear disc will fit or not, or if any
of the other parts are inter-
changeable. If not, do you
know of any breakers who
might have parts for this
machine. Many thanks.

Keith Walker
Carnforth, Lancs

Your chances of finding one in
a breakers are zilch Keith, on
the other hand we’re sure that
the UK XR250 disc will fit, and
if you don’t want a Honda
item, many aftermarket compa-
nies can sell you pattern discs,
like Talon for example.
Likewise we reckon the UK
XR250 CDI will almost certain-
ly do the job. Try any one of the
companies that regularly adver-
tise Japanese imports in TBM
for help with obtaining parts.
Best of luck...

Model Behaviour
Dear TBM

Please find enclosed £26 to
renew my subscription - look-
ing forward to another fabulous
year of TBM, though preferably
with less Sarah-Janes (our
model - ed) and more inspira-
tional stuff like the article on
the Roof of Africa penned by
Simon Pavey in the last issue. I
know, I know, we’ve had this
discussion before, and it’s a sad
fact (but true) that men’s brains
and consequently their wallets
tend to be driven by the groin
area. Ho hum...

Janette Edwards
Cambridge

Er... No comment - ed
No Show #1
Dear Si

Couldn’t agree more with the
sentiments you voiced in the

&> TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE

last issue in relation to the Dirt
Bike Show. I attended the show
(not a cheap trip when you and
the wife have to travel from
Guernsey - flights, hire car,
hotel etc), as I had decided to
part with my KTM Adventure. I
mistakenly thought that by vis-
iting the show I would be able
to inspect, sit on and speak to
people about, all of the options
open to me. As you have
already highlighted, no DR-
7400, in spite of the bike’s
launch at the Paris Show. If
small importers like VOR can
afford to attend the off-road
show, surely the ‘big boys’
should make the effort too.
Keep up the good work.

Tim Marquis
St Peters, Guernsey

PS I take it that Yamaha have
forgiven you now, in light of the
full page Yamaha WR400F
advert in last month’s issue!!

Only just...
No Show #2
Dear TBM

I have just read with interest
your editorial leader comment-
ing upon the large numbers at
the recent Dirt Bike Show, and
the fact that Suzuki didn’t turn
up with their DR-Z400. I can’t
seem to figure it out either.
What I can understand though
is an increase in the show’s
attendance figures. As a CBR600
owner I'm sick to death of the
increasing threat to my licence
by the use of indiscriminate
speed cameras, not to mention
the unbelievable cost of broken
plastic, which must be turning

large numbers of road bikers onto trail bikes.
That’s why I'm selling the CBR for a WR and
re-joining the TRE. Thanks for printing such an
honest and informative mag.

Oh we're sure it was only a slight oversight on
Suzuki’s behalf! Any day now they’re going to
realise that they produce TRAIL bikes and actual-
ly ADVERTISE them in the UK’s only Trail Bike
Magazine - aren’t you Suzuki? Let’s see how long
it takes them. Will they be in next month’s

magazine I wonder...?

Shawn
Bristol

.  No Show #3

Dear TBM

I've found the answer to your editorial leader in
last month'’s issue where you asked the question:
What was Suzuki’s excuse for not attending the
Dirt Bike Show? The answer is in fact: B) They
forgot they made dirt bikes. I came to this conclu-
sion after visiting the Ally Pally Roadracing and
Superbike Show in February where I found an
example of that well known superbike - the DR-
Z400 - on display, as well as an XR650 on the
Honda stand. Confused? You bet I was. If Suzuki
and Honda aren’t sure what sort of bikes they
make, perhaps you could help them out with an
identification chart!

Joss
Sleaford, Lincs

2,300 bikes just like yours are stelen every month in the UK
‘The Latest Motercycle Security can cost a lot less than you think!

€5 esin shov (o scste

garage DoorLock - The Entry Setry Full Ground Ancher Sectrity System
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The Big DEMON Ground Ancher and The Bemon Buo.

It's even bigger hrother The GORILIA
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Easy to use 2-plece security device

lines open until 7pm daily
‘ www.prepa-ilok.cem

Call for your local stockist




This month, keeping water out of
your gearbox, a cheap grab
handie and an easy way of

stopping your sidestand from

sinking into the mire...

W e begin this month’s tips page with

a follow up to last month’s tip

about CRM gearbox breathers. You may

recall that reader Steve Crossland from

Amesbury in Wilts wrote in to say that in

order to prevent gearbox seal failure

because of a blocked breather tube, he

drilled a small hole in the bottom of the

airbox and pushed the breather tube in so

that it breathed relative-

ly clean air. Well, a trail

riding friend of ours,

Justin Ogilvie from

Kent, dropped us a line

to query this.

Justin writes: In your

Trail Tips column you

pass on the advice about

the CRM blocked

breather tube tip (say

that quickly if you can!),

I don’t know that this is

such a good idea. If this

modification is carried

out I would avoid places

like the Strata Florida in

Wales on a wet day. This

is because in very deep water the airbox

invariably fills up and this could have the

effect of feeding water directly into the

gearbox - which is a very bad thing

indeed. As you know, unlike with a four-
stroke which uses a
common oil to lubri-
cate both engine
and gearbox where
the engine oil gets
very hot (evaporat-
ing out any mois-
ture from the gear-
box oil), two-strokes
have separate gear-
box oils which don’t
get as hot. That's
why we often see

'I'RAII.IIIE NAGAZINE

milky inspection windows on two-strokes’
crankcases. The point being if we arrange
for a relatively easy passage of water into
a two-stroke gearbox, it will stay there
with detrimental results (unless you
change the oil frequently - ed - see this
month’s Technical Topical Tips p58).

There are a few breather filters designed
specifically to do this job (K&N do a good
one), though I've always found that a
small strip of washing up sponge wrapped
round the end of the breather and held on
with a zip-tie does the job and costs just
pennies. Bearings and gears get easily pit-
ted by dirt and sand and if more people
used these filters, gearboxes would live

longer. In the US where
desert racing is com-
mon, everybody uses
breather filters especial-
ly on four-strokes
which breathe quite
heavily - just try put-
ting your finger over an
XR breather tube, while
the engine is revving
and you'll see what I
mean.

Cheers Justin, thanks
for the advice. Next tip
comes from our own
Paul ‘Bodger” Blezard,
who in the course of
riding with the East

Cornwall TREF for his ‘Doing the Rounds’
column this month, came across a couple
of handy tips which he has relayed on to
us (see the accompanying photos).

The first concerns a cheap and easy grab
handle for the front of your bike. Old fan
belts are incredibly strong (and most car
breakers are happy to get shot of them).
You have to slip the front end of your bike
out to fit it, but once fitted it should be
able to cope with towing your bike out of
bogs and last forever. The second concerns
a tried and tested mod to stop the bike
falling over in soft mud. Simply remove
the sidestand and weld a large foot onto
the bottom of it, before refitting. Good
tips... Keep ‘em coming and we'll keep on
publishing them...

VX-Pro
Titaniurm [exclusive to the UK]

Mx/3 MX/3

MX/3

. mxa  VX-Pra
Kirg Black/Yellow  King Black/Orange. Sumieners White . Surnmers Black Scaraly WhltE

MX/2 and VX-Pra are also avaiable in solid White, Black and Silver [not shown)

VX-Prao is also available in Scarab Black [mot shown)

VX-Pro
Scarab Blue

To locate your nearest dealer, caontact Apico International. / ]
Tel: 01483 450560 Fax: 01483 450670 sales@apico.co.uk

VX-Pro
Scarab Green




serious. One of these lighter moments was every-
Cf 4 body’s desperation to get to Libya. Global politics

is a strange thing. Six months earlier, Colonel
Gadaffi was considered by most people to be
Hitler with a spiral-perm and a suntan, and then
suddenly, his was the safest country in North
Africa. To be honest I have no idea if we were safe
there or not, but it was definitely the most
welcoming place we went to, and uniquely in
- Africa, not one person hassled me for a T-shirt.
The Europeans working there confirmed my
impressions, saying that the locals were super
friendly - while petrol cost less than 7p a litre
Barely a week after stumbling blurry-eyed off

- the flight from Cairo, I was lining up at the start
of a much lower key, but in a way, no less bizarre
motorcycle and car event - the Exmoor Long
Distance Trial.

How this actually came about I'm not entirely

ek

i!! thea gmmgg @f sure. [ remember calling his Editorship to inform
gy S@@ﬁ, him [ was back in circulation. I also have a vague
- , recollection of telling him I was anxious to get
he last time I put finger to keyboard I was back on a dirt bike as soon as possible, and the
on my annual hols in Burkina Faso, as one next thing I remember we're all hammering down
the press officers for the 2000 Total Dakar the M4 in the TBM Transporter on our way to
'ou may already know, things didn't Minehead, discussing the finer aspects of life -
: planned and the ra]lye had to girls, dirt bikes, curry and warm beer.

i The meeting point for the start of this event was
a hotel in Barnstaple, Devon. And if you didn’t
know what was going on, you could have easily
-mistaken the car park for an autojumble. I'd
always wondered what happened to all those truly
awful, early-80s trail bikes... And now I know -
they’re all down in the West Country taking part
in trials like this one. Perched high up on the
brand new KTM125 long term tester, decked out
from head to toe in the latest Premier/Sinisalo/
Alpinestars’ clothing, I felt vastly superior to the
rest of the welly-bedecked ensemble - until that is,

L1bya’~Apparent1y the bad guys f
us out in the Ténéré desert -

0 long,ago now that it hardly seems to
ough certain aspects of the whole
gave me a damn good chuckle at the time,
even if the situation itself was potentially very

, “(Birnnn.mm:' MAGAZINE

Ly re gettmg into your
tart again. This mightbea
on on a 1978 DT175 but ona

Team TBM were the only people who weren't

wearing waxed cotton and industrial wellys, and

whose plasnc overtrousers dxdn t smell like the

 inside of ¢ a trawler

. ,Happﬂy the olde- worlde charm extended to the
od nature of the participants and while Team

- TBM pushed to the front of the queue on the

dgy pretext of needing to take photos, the good-
u nd predominately local competitors
d pohtely to one 51de, contmued their

I
ADVENTURE

Long Distance Off-Roading
in France

BURGUNDY 9/10/11 MARCH
The area is where France’s top enduro
riders train. 360 km of tight, technical
trails over the wooded hills of Burgundy -
“Three of the most enjoyable days’ trail
riding I've ever had” - Trailbike Magazine.
£270

NORMANDIE 23/24/25 MARCH
Takes in the best trails in what is a spec-
tacularly beautiful area - lots of wood-
land, lots of sunken tracks and a fair
splattering of mud! “Enjoyed every
minute of it”. Trailbike Magazine. £270

TOUR DE MORVAN 11/12/13 MAY
Deep in rural France - just south of
Auxerre - the Morvan is ideal for those
who want to cover big off-road distances.
180 km per day combined with hilly,
wooded countryside guarantees a chal-
lenging ride. £270

Navigated by road book, prices include half-board
accommodation, full back-up, great food and an

absolute minimum of road work.
For further information contact:

Chris Evans, Sport Adventure,
156 Boulevard Voltaire,
75011 Paris, France.

Tel: (00 33) 1 43 72 86 02
Fax: (00 33) 1 43 72 61 09
Mobile: (00 33) 6 62 48 71 90

http:/www.sport-adventure.com
e-mail: chris.evans @ sport-adventure.com
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Story & Pics Paul Blez; Illustration Peter Flynn

In the first of a new
series, TBN gets out and
about to meet groups of
trail riders up and down
the country, discovering
the pleasures and
preblems of riding in their
area. In part one, Paul
Blezard heads out with the
East Cornwall TRF...

ast Cornwall has a rich variety of interest-
E ing green lanes to explore, and my host for

the weekend - Tony Stuart - is not only
chairman of the Cornwall branch of the Trail
Riders Fellowship, but also the former national
chairman.

The TREF is the prime defender of our right to

ride green lanes against a whole host of powerful
forces who would love to see our favourite
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\) way in his particular area.

pastime banned, but the best reason to
sign up is the simplest, as Tony told me:
‘I first joined the TRF because I wanted to
have fun on a motorbike.”
That was nearly 30 years ago, and
Tony’s been having fun trail riding ever
since, although like all of the TRF’s
unpaid officers he’s also spent thou-
sands of hours researching the rights of

The route we rode was typical of the
runs he leads every month. We started
from Tony’s house in Trebetherick near
Wadebridge, soon after 9am on a sunny
Sunday in mid-January. And by the time
we returned home again at 5.30 in the
evening it was pitch black and freezing
cold. In between we’d ridden 26 lanes of
all shapes and sizes - from mid Cornwall
to the Devon border and back. I was
treated to a wonderful selection of trails,
the vast majority of which I'd never set
eyes on before, despite having ridden in
this part of Cornwall several times before.

Our first trail was an easy ride up the old road
from Wadebridge to Bodmin, which goes straight
over the top of a hill while the modern road
detours around the base of it and our last was the
notorious climb at Muchlarnick, where a combi-
nation of slippery, jagged rock steps, fatigue and
failing light got the better of us only halfway up.
In between we did lanes which appeared to start
or finish in people’s gardens, crunched our way
through icy puddles up on Penkestle moor,
splashed across several fords, fought our way
through dense undergrowth, rode under and
over fallen trees and even across the middle of a
very posh golf course - all legal of course. There
isn’t room here to give a blow-by-blow account,
but a few of the more memorable lanes - and
incidents - are worth describing, as indeed are
my riding companions and their mounts.

The Chairman
Born and bred in the Midlands, Tony’s lived in
Cornwall for the past 15 years. Now a sprightly
62 he’s been riding road bikes since 1958, but
didn't start trail riding (on a BSA B40) till he was
32. After owning a DT400MX and a BMW twin,
he finally settled down with more sensible steeds.
Having just recently sold the MKII CRM he’s had
for three years, he fancies a new DR-Z400, but
still has his faithful four year old KLX250 which
in many ways is more suited to Cornwall’s rocky
climbs.

To see him ride, you would never guess that he
has very limited hip movement, but as he
explained: ‘When I became national chairman in

€ast Cornwall, has a varicty of Jifferent
lanes from open grassland to technical
rocky climbs...

1996 1 became a life member of the TRE, which
cost the equivalent of eight years subscriptions,
so I've got to keep riding till I'm at least 67 just to
get my money’s worth!

The Ex-Trials rider

Des Wickett rode his first trial in the year I was
born (back in the Fifties), but he’s only been trail
riding for five years. You
could see his trials expe-
rience in the way he
rode his WR200, but the
Yam must seem pretty
light compared to the
650 Triumph he rode in
the Land’s End trial for
ten years on the trot! I
was gob-smacked to
discover that he’s 63
years young. As he said:
‘T have just as much fun
as I did when I was com-
peting, and spend far
more time actually
riding the bike.”

The Gifted Late
Developer

Steve Welch is living
proof that you can teach
an old dog new tricks.
Now a youthful 50 the
former hotel owner only
started off-roading at the

age of 45, but he was the
only one of us to ride
straight up the two most
difficult climbs of the
day on his trusty
TTR250. From the way
he ‘cleaned’ the notori-
ously difficult ‘Pink
Panther” you would
have sworn he’d been
trials riding for 30 years.
Clearly a natural rider,
Steve says he ‘practises
a lot’. To cap it all, he
achieved all this wear-
ing mittens! “They’re no
problem, the throttle’s
either open or shut, isn't
it?” he said afterwards.

The Born-Again
Alan Shaw has all the
irrepressible enthusiasm
of a convert to a new
religion. He owned road bikes as a teenager, but
gave up two wheels altogether for nearly 30
years, until his mate Steve Welch persuaded him
to have a crack at trail riding. This was only his
sixth time out on his DR250 but he got up all but
the most difficult hills and his delight at getting
up the wonderful climb at Morden was a
pleasure to behold. Despite breaking four indica-
tors in six outings, he
told me: ‘This is by far
the most enjoyable thing
I've ever done - beats
sex any day!” If you say
so, Alan...

The Last-NMinute
Latecomer

While we were having
lunch in the Coryton Inn
at St Mellion, Tony’s
mobile phone rang.

It was a potential new
member who fancied
going trail riding. Half
an hour later Dave
Howells had joined us
on his stone-stock MKIT
CRM250. A founder
member of the Welsh
Trail Riders Association
and a former motocross-
er, he was coming back
to biking after many
years away. He was
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soon wishing he’d replaced the standard rear tyre
on the CRM as it spun frantically on the slippery
stones of Morden, but he was still full of
enthusiasm at the end of the day and keen to
join the TRF.

Biggest shock: the dramatic weather-
caused erosion on Muchlarnick and Pink Panther
in the last two years. Far worse than anything a
bike could do. It's made a challenging climb near
impossible in both cases.

Lesson learned: Trials rear tyres really are
better than enduro tyres or knobblies on slippery
rocks.

Interesting equipment carried:
Fold-up saw, secateurs, fan belt (for pulling on)
huge transparent map bag (no need to remove
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map from waterproof cover all day long)
Unexpected danger: Two members of
Cornwall TRF have been injured in the last two
years by hitting their heads while riding under
fallen trees - one very seriously. Beware the
second branch hidden behind the first.

I also got a shock off an electrified wire across
the end of a lane!

Breakages: One indicator lens one indica-
tor support bracket (metal fatigue) and one
clutch lever.

Cornish peculiarities: Most bikes in the
club seem to be fitted with what Tony calls
‘Girlie’ trials front mudguards, which seems to be
a little local perversion. Also none of the 26 lanes
we rode was a RUPP or Byway, they were all
Unclassified County Roads with vehicular rights.
Not one was correctly signposted and you can’t
tell a UCR from a private road on an OS map.
The only hint, in a few cases, was the ‘Unsuitable
for Motors” sign.

Huge thanks to Tony Stuart and wife Liz for
hospitality above and beyond the call of duty and
to Jeff Hewitt for the loan of his sprightly DR350
(sorry about the clutch lever Jeff!). Cornwall TRF
meet at The Ship pub in Gonvenna Hill,
Wadebridge on the third Thursday of every
month and usually do their monthly ride the
following weekend. Less in July and August ‘cos
the county’s full of Emmetts (tourists).

Enquiries to Tony Stuart, 01208 862960.

ELMET SKINZ

Blez urges his borrowed
bike up one of the
trickier climbs
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Everybody’s heard of Diadora football boots, but now the Italian
footwear giants have turned their hand to con-
structing high quality MX boots. Their lat-
est ‘Rainbow” Skywalk Boot is a regular
four-buckle design with toe, heel, shin
and calf reinforcement, or what
Diadora terms ‘gel & air protection
pads’. This stylish boot is constructed
from full-grain leather and available in
either silver/tan (pictured),

black /white or blue/black/white, in
sizes 39-47. They cost £176.15 (inc)
and are available from Sinisalo
stockists (more details on
01483 450560).

—=

A Cut Above

Alpinestars Racer Pants are made from a com-
bination of matt and shiny ballistic nylon with
stretchy spandex and durable kevlar for the high wear

areas on the seat and knees. With a generously cut seat, ratch-
et-waist closure and soft, flexible logos, Alpinestars claim these pants
to be incredibly comfortable - ideal for riders spending long hours in
the saddle. They cost £89.99 (inc) and are available in sizes 28-36” waist,
in green, red, blue or grey. While their casual T-shirts come in a heavy-
weight, side-seamed, 100% cotton, in either black or green. There’s a choice
of either ‘Spiral” (pictured) or ‘Space’ versions complete with futuristic
Alpinestars logos. Available in sizes M-XXL, and costing £17.75 (inc), for details
of your nearest Alpinestars stockist, call CI Sport on 01372 378000.
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0161 749 1313.

Getting
Fleeced

Everyone wears fleeces .
these days, especially once
the sun has gone down on §
hot and sweaty ride.
Outdoor clothing company
Regatta’s new Zenith fleece
is constructed from an
entirely new (technical) fab-
ric with good wicking and
thermal qualities, and comes
in either light or medium
weights. There’s both male
and female shapes and costs
vary from £30-35. Available
in sizes S-XXL in a whole
variety of colours from all
good outdoor shops. For
more information contact
the Regatta Hotline on

=X >

They aren’t fashionable

or sexy, but these army
surplus Gore-Tex
bootees are the best new
product we've used
recently. I've always
accepted wet feet to be
part and parcel of riding
off road in winter, but
these boot liners have
proved it needn’t be so.
On my last four outings
I've worn a pair of these
Gore-Tex (high) boot lin-
ers over the top of a pair
of skiing socks, and
despite returning with
sodden boots, my feet
have stayed dry and (best of all) warm. With their velcro top-closing,
they prevent water getting to your feet even when the water is deeper
than the bootee itself, and they’re so comfortable to wear (over socks),
you don’t even know you've got them on. I can’t recommend them
highly enough. For £20, they're the trail and enduro rider’s best friend.
Don’t wash them in the washing machine though, simply sponge them
down and allow to dry. Available only in Army green, ours came from
Springfields on 01283 566137. Essential.

Arctic Scott

At this time of year keeping your fingers warm on the trail (and
particularly on the road in between lanes) can be a real problem. But
now we've found some really good gloves which are not only warm,
but also 100% waterproof. Scott’s Adventure gloves have appeared in
TBM before, but during the past few months we’ve had a chance to try
them out properly in all sorts of adverse weather conditions, we can
now vouch for their effectiveness. They
work superbly - staying dry all day - in part
thanks to a decent high wrist-closing, help-
ing to seal the gloves over your jacket cuffs.
Obviously they're a bit bulkier than stan-
dard off-road gloves - they have to be, in
order to insulate your fingers from the cold
- but during the winter and spring months
they always find a place in my riding kit
bag. One word of warning, don’t let the
inners get pulled out from the outer shell -
it’s virtually impossible to get them back in
again. Price £29.99, sizes S-XXL, in black
only, from all Scott Dealers (01582 472374).
Highly recommended.
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Story: Si Melber, Pics

TWhat can low-powered, learner-legal trailies
offer the dual-sport rider?
Si NMelber and Clive Garnham entered a long
distance trial on a Yamaha TW125 and
Honda XLR125 in a bid to find out...

T he Barnstaple Grand Prix was in full
swing. Crouched down on the tank of
the wailing XLR125, I was eking every
last ounce of power from the screaming engine.

Ahead of me the fat-bob combination of Clive
and the TW125 (at full throttle) were slowly
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being reeled in - with every passing minute. I
saw my chance on the entry to the next corner.
By leaving my braking late, and diving up the
outside I knew I'd have him on the exit. But I'd
figured without Clive’s ‘Dick-Dastardly”
approach to losing. Knowing full well the

corner was mine, he callously
swung straight out across me
- forcing me to chop the
throttle for a second - before
cutting back in and closing
the door. I should’ve known
better than to trust an Aussie.
Tt took me another mile of
draughting him to get by, but
this time I didn’t telegraph
my intentions.
I feigned a move up the
inside, and as Clive swung
across to block me, I dodged
right and swept majestically
around the outside of him. I
sat up for a second to give
him my best victory salute,
but the extra drag was cru-
cial. Before I could do any-
thing about it, he was in my
slipstream and less than a
quarter of a mile later was up
alongside me, as the TW
eased past once more. It was
the sixth time the lead had
changed in the last five miles,
and neither of us had even
broken the speed limit. Who
says you can’t have fun on
restricted 125s?

Trials & Tribulations
If you're going to test a pair of
commuter-friendly trailies like
these, what better way than to
enter them in a long distance
trial? A mixture of road-work, green lanes, timed
special tests and a dozen observed sections are
the ultimate workout for a great day of competi-
tion. Which is how we found ourselves at eight
o’clock one Sunday morning on the fast and
swoopy A39 from Minehead to Barnstaple, head-
ing for the start of the North Devon Motor Club’s
Exmoor Trial.

We'd entered them in the “up to 225cc’ class,
and had got special dispensation from the clerk
of the course to use them with the standard fit-
ment dual-sport tyres - well you try getting hold
of a trials tyre with a 180-section! The idea was to
swap bikes in between sections to get a feel for
both machines - this was going to be fun.

If you've never ridden a long distance trial
before, then you haven't lived. Classic sections
like Beggars Roost, Jenny Wren and Snapper
were going to have to be negotiated before we
could find a winner, and not just between the
bikes, either. Tired of being whupped by Clive in

Grip isn't theprobl
the fat-tyred TW..

-

 Whercas with the XLA125.
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enduros, I reckoned I had half a chance to put
one over on him in a long distance trial, where
skill and a little finesse count for more than just
pure aggression.

Choose your Weapons

I'd taken the precaution of trying out both bikes
first, before handing the keys of the Yamaha to
Clive. What made it all the more enjoyable to
watch was that the TW has probably the lowest
seat height of any bike we’ve ever tested, while

Clive must be at least six-foot-one! He was virtu-
ally sitting on his haunches, how could I lose?
The day began badly for me when I fell off
within sight of the first marker board on the infa-
mous Jenny Wren section, breaking one of the
Honda’s mirrors, but Clive being new to the feet-
up game, lost his footing early on, so honours
were even. At the first of the stop-and-go special
tests the XLR eclipsed the TW by just over half a
second, and my mood brightened considerably
despite the darkening weather. The next few

like a proper trailbike

sections were all in my favour as I cleaned both
Sepscott-II and High Bray while Clive battled
with the TW’s non-existent suspension and an
overheating clutch, picking up a hatful of penalty
points.

Come the early afternoon I'd established a fair-
ly healthy points lead and could relax safe in the
knowledge that Clive was well and truly beaten
only a miracle could save him now. But I'd reck-
oned without the indomitable Garnham spirit.
With the dogged determination of a true fighter,

HONDA XLR125R

Price: £2675 (+otr) available May
Engine: = Air-cooled, SOHC, electric-start
four stroke

Bore & stroke: ' 56.5x49.5mm
Displacement: = 124.1cc

Seat height: ' 858mm
Fuel capacity: = 9L

Trail weight: = 125kg

he came back at me, cleaning both Beggars Roost
and Lyncome Bridge sections while the best I
could manage was six points apiece. That left us
just one point apart - in Clive’s favour.
Everything now rested on the final section.

The Hand of God

Floyd’s Bank is a notoriously slippery section
within site of the finishing line. With everything
to play for, I urged the XLR up the grassy slope,
and managed to get to the seven point marker

Bomb-
proof F
XLR motor
has been
around for ages,
but now with the
e- starter it’s even
more user-friendly

ith a lockable fender bag
ive toolkit




board before the Honda spun to a frustrating
halt. AIl T could do now was sit and watch Clive’s
progress.

Picking the smoother right hand rut, Clive
worked the TW upwards past the 12-point mark-
er board, the 11 and 10-point boards - only three
more to go for certain victory. Suddenly there
was a loud '‘BANG’, the TW ground to a halt and
Clive, bemused, looked down to find his chain
sitting on the ground. How could fate be so
cruel? It was too harsh for words - uncanny
almost - as if someone had been fiddling with
the adjusters!

I consoled him afterwards in the bar, but

L] F isit Paris for a day and you'll be amazed at

\ how many TWs you'll see buzzing around.
Billboards advertising the TW are everywhere
you look, and trendy Parisians consider the little
fat-tyred Yam every bit as chic as a Renault Clio.
While in the UK the TW has been a lot slower to
take off (I've never seen an ad for one, let alone a
billboard), Yamaha inform us that they’ve sold
fairly well - mostly to the sort of buyer consider-
ing a scooter. It's doubtless a reflection of our
conservative nature, that we Brits rarely ride any-
thing which looks a little ‘offbeat’. Which is a
shame, because the TW is a lot of fun, even if it
isn’t a match for the Honda in terms of the
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| TW feels more like o fun bike than a proper trailic

secretly it was my day. No matter that we’d come
14th and 16th in a class of just 20 riders, victory
had been mine by one clear point. I wouldn't let
him forget this day in a hurry...

Conclusion
Okay let’s get one thing straight - these bikes are
meant for learner riders or people without an Al-
category licence. In truth neither one of them is a
patch on something like a decent secondhand
Serow, and you’d be better off spending two and
a half grand on a two year old XT225 or TT-R250.
But for those of you governed by your licences
who want an economical four-stroke commuter

quality of the package.

Let me elaborate a little. The TW has in its
favour, fun styling, an unbelievably low 32.8”
seat height, and simple mechanicals. Like the
Honda it's powered by an electric-start, air-
cooled, soh¢, two valve motor, though the black
painted Yamaha lump looks slightly prettier than
the skinny (and dated) Honda mill. Performance-
wise there’s absolutely nothing between them,
both in terms of acceleration and overall top
speed, though (if anything) the Yamaha'’s gear
ratios feel marginally better chosen.

But for all the TW’s deep orange paint (I loved
the colour), and cheeky styling (great fun), it

bike on which you can play at weekends, which
is the better deal?

Well, despite favouring the Yamaha's styling,
loving its cheeky confidence and preferring its
more generous riding position, this was a battle
that the Honda was always going to win. Not
only does the XLR have a more ‘regular” bike
feel, but its suspension, brakes and overall quali-
ty outshine the Yamaha by some margin.

But that isn’t quite the end of the story howev-
er. As a town bike the gap is narrowed consider-
ably. Though the Yamaha isn’t quite as smooth or
as well braked as the Honda, its looks count for a
lot - its chunky design might well fool people

Price: | £2269 (+£300 otr)
Engine: | Air-cooled, SOHC, electric-start

g2 : four stroke

Bore & stroke:

56.5x 49.5mm
‘Displacement: = 124.4cc
Seat height: = 805mm
Fuel capacity: | TL
124.5kg

Trail weight:

simply can’t match the Honda in terms of quality.
The brakes, suspension and drivetrain, look and
feel inferior, while the motor is harsh and crude
compared to the smooth Honda lump. Swap
between them and the XLR always feels the nicer
to ride.

The Yam isn’t quite as well specified either. It's
switchgear and dials are a shade cheaper than the
Honda’s, and though it sports a sort of mini-rack
and a bar-mounted choke, it doesn’t have the
XLR’s handy rear grabrail, fender bag or its hand-
guards and ignition-key steering lock; though
(unlike the XLR), it does come with a useful
sump-guard.

On the plus side the TW’s riding position feels
much better, both sitting down and (especially)
standing up. Despite its lower (but wider) saddle,
there seems to be much more room on the fat-
tyred Yamaha than its diminutive size would sug-
gest. It also handles well; and while it takes a
minute or two to get used to the way it corners, it
certainly instils confidence in the rider, simply
because there’s always so much rubber on the
road.

Off-road the fat tyres and superior riding posi-
tion would almost certainly make it a better
proposition than the XLR were it not for the crud-
est set of forks we’ve ever come across. It feels as
though the Yamaha has rubber bushes doing the
damping rather than a proper hydraulic set-up.

into believing it’s bigger than it really is, and its
styling shouts ‘fun” whereas the XLR’s screams
‘commuter’.

If I had to ride one every day I guess I'd opt for
the Honda, but as a play bike, the Yamaha would
probably be my first choice. It's the sort of bike
you could imagine strapped to the back of a
motor-home or sat on the deck of a yacht in the
south of France. Perfect for the beach, ideal for
the kids, and great fun to take down-town of an
evening.

Mind you if learner legality was the only rea-
son for buying one, I'd opt for a used KTM LC2

anyday... -

€asy Tiger. By %

Yomaha engine -
. marginally harsher "§
than the Honda lump,

but just as willing

Small bumps feel like big bumps, and big bumps
simply jolt straight through to the bars.

With better suspension (at the front in particu-
lar), the TW could be a trick little bike. It doesn’t
tramline in ruts like the XLR, and the extra grip it
affords makes it easier to ride in sticky situations.
But oh dear those forks really let it down.

On the road the TW feels fine, there’s five
ratios to choose from, but its pint-sized (seven
litre) tank limits its range somewhat. At £2500 all-
up, you wouldn’t exactly call the TW a bargain,
but for some that may well be the price for
individuality...
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lassic Trials or Long Distance Trials as

they’re more commonly called, are a fun

and pleasurable way of competing on your
trailbike. The beauty of these events is that you
don’t need the latest bike, heaps of skill (or
bravado), or piles of cash. All you need to have

What exactly is a

I.ong Distance Trial then?

TBINI explains...

a crack at them is a trailie, a trials tyre and a good
sense of humour.

Most follow the same format. You're given a
roadbook which includes all the instructions you
need to get round the course via a number of
observed ‘sections’. These sections are usually
just a green lane or hill, picked for its slippery
nature, adverse camber or deep, muddy ruts;
along which you must try to progress without
stopping or putting your feet down. Competitors
are marked depending on how they do, and at
the end of the day it is the rider with the lowest
accumulated score, who wins.

If that sounds pretty simple, that’s because it is.
There are anywhere between ten and 30 observed
sections during the day, and these generally take
one of two forms. Either a countdown: where the
boards number downwards from say 12 to 1 - in
other words twelve is nearest the beginning of
the section and one is at the far end of the section,

and the higher you get up the
section, the lower your score. Or
alternatively a normal observed
section with a marshal watching
your progress to see whether you
put your foot down.

Just to make things interesting,
some of the sections have what is
known as a ‘stop and restart” in
them. This can toughen up the
mildest section considerably. The
normal procedure is that you
need to stop astride a line or
within a box (usually marked
with cones), and once stopped
(you can put your feet down
here), then you've got to try and
get going again. You're usually
allowed about a metre to get
your feet back on the pegs, then
you've got to try and stay feet up
the rest of the way - which can be
a lot trickier than it sounds.

Tie breakers such as a timed
dash around a field or simply an
acceleration and stop test against
the clock, helps decide the win-
ners. But it’s not really about
winning so much as having a

o
R

great day out
on your trailie,
on some pleas-
ant green lanes,
with an element
of competition
thrown in.
There are
classes for every
type and size of
bike (ancient
and modern),
and not surpris- 4 :
ingly, events S o
such as this

tend to attract an eclectic mix of riders and
machinery. From weardie-beardie sidecar crews,
to plain barking mad enthusiasts on home-built
specials, old Brit irons or long out of production
trailies (did someone mention Morini?). And the
best way to find out more is to go along to one
and have a go...
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tory: The two Sis; Action Pics: Mark Fearnley, Statics: Si VI

Linford Christie would’ve had a fit.
Not at the quality of the opposition,

but at the state of the running e
track. There were tufts of grass =
and rabbit holes evergwhere 1 bet
he never had to run on anything so
rough - then again I bet he never
attempted the So-gard dash dressg
in all his riding gear eltller -




here was a loud ‘bang’, and 70 fully grown
T adults set off on foot across a rough bit of

pasture, looking like an eliminating heat
from It's A Knockout. It was one seething mass of
motocross boots, body armour and helmets.

I got to the KLX300R pretty quickly, I'd already
primed the piston - just over TDC - the kick-
starter was poised, all I had to do was boot it.
could hear the rasp of starting strokers, I gave the
kickstarter one full swing, and the engine roared
into life. Matter of fact I got the holeshot, keeping
all the star riders at bay into the first turn, then I
let her rip on the straights, held the best line and
maintained the lead. No-one could touch me, by
the end of the first lap I had a ten second advan-
tage, and come the end of the first hour it was
approaching ten minutes. And then a strange
thing happened; just as I was nearing the che-
quered flag at the end of seven hours of racing,
there was a loud buzzing sound. I reached below
the tank and found... my alarm clock. Oh hell, it
was 5am on the morning of the race. I hadn’t
even got up yet.

Entering the Lazer Helmets, Two-Rider, Seven
Hour Endurothon seemed like a good laugh at
the time, now here I was standing in a muddy
quarry at nine o’clock in the morning with nearly
180 other riders, and it somehow didn’t seem
quite so funny. The bike we’d chosen to ride was
Kawasaki’s neat and evergreen KLX300R; a cross
between a trailie, an enduro and a play bike. We

- figured that the KLX would be the ideal tool:

light enough to chuck around for seven hours,
quick enough for the conditions, yet soft enough
not to tire us out too soon - so how come no-one
else was riding one?

Just to remind you, the KLX is a bit of an odd-
ball in terms of off-road thumpers. The only four-
stroke of this capacity, it developed from the
KLX250R and now occupies a class of one.
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Smaller, lighter and far more nimble than a 400
thumper, yet gruntier and quicker than a 250
four-stroke, it’s an excellent compromise. At its
heart lies a jewel of an engine - a dohg, four-valve
single which revs to the moon (well 11000rpm
anyway), producing a useful (if not exactly mind
blowing) 23-odd horsepower.

But it’s not the amount of power it delivers
(though its reasonably feisty for such a small
capacity thumper), so much as its versatile
nature. It’s not an out-and-out racer, nor even a
dedicated trail bike, but it will perform both tasks
admirably well, and it has the benefit of light
weight and nimble handling which makes it an
ideal woods bike.

Si Pavey (my riding partner) had cleverly
calculated our riding times, manipulating them
so that I ended up running both Le-Mans starts
(morning and afternoon session), while he stood
around drinking tea. Cheers mate.

The first 45 minute session was relatively
uneventful so I just tried to settle myself into a
rhythm, picking the lines I hoped I'd be using
later on, and catch my breath after running for
the first time in 15 years. The excellent course

Whatever You Ride . . .

Sports, Cruisers, Modified, Customs. Tourers, Imports,
Scooters, Retros, Classics, Trikes, @ Plotes ...

Whatever Your Record . . .

Claims? Convictions? Just Passed Your Test?
en Riding for Years? Born Again Biker?
Whatever You Want . . .

Highly Competitive Pre.rhiums and Quality Cover
L Foreign Travel

Whatever You Do . . .
CALL usii

(020)7 272 7661
(020)7 281 9090

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
- www.mitch.co.uk

No form filling for most policies

Easy Payments

Protected No Claims Bonus

Immediate Cover:

Fast Claims Service

Optional Breakdown and

Legal Expenses Cover:

Special Policies for Motorcucle Couriers

‘\, 13-15 Archway Road
Highgate - London N19 3TX

TO ENSURE A HIGH QUALITY OF SERVICE YOUR CALL MAY BE MONITORED

SOUTH AFRICAN ADVENTURE TOURS
WITH ALFIE COX & KTM

Farm 15, D246, Cato Ridge, Kwa Zulu Natal, 3680. PO Box 144, Umlaas Road, Kwa Zulu Natal, 3730

Tel + 27- 31- 7821779] 27- 31- 7821129

Fax + 27- 31- 7823559

B Escape Europe’s cold weather and come join Alfie Cox in sunny South
Africa - (3rd Place Paris-Dakar, Roof of Africa Legend, Multiple South
African Off Road & Enduro Champion)

B Motorcycles: In conjunction with KTM Austria, | have 5, 1999 KTM 200cc

M The tour consists of 9 days - 7 days riding and 2 rest days

B Ride along the cliffs overlooking the Indian Ocean where it is common
to see dolphins surfing the waves, ride through traditional villages;
farmlands; sugarcane fields; forests; grassy hills and firebreaks

B Tour price: £800.00 (Excluding airfares London - Durban)

B Tour includes: Car hire, motorcycle hire, fuel, accommodation
(B&B’s/hotels), three meals per day, refreshments (excluding alcohol)

e-mail: alfiel@pixie.co.za

TO FIND
OUT MORE

Contact Alfie Cox on the above
numbers/address. Tour dates
to be confirmed once bookings
are arranged.

Minimum number of riders per tour: 3. EROE.




bt when he handed it back 45
t looked like it had finished the
mberplate was flapping about,
d in all the controls and worst of all
had been punched in. Si claimed he
never fell off - perhaps he just fell down awell or
somethmg’

tﬁmg you hardly ever think about, all bikes have

raised exhausts and usually have plenty of
ground clearance. But the KLX is different in this
respect. It suffers from a lack of clearance in three
ways. Firstly it is pretty low overall and its
bottom frame rails are a couple of inches lo

‘you’ll only ever encounter

than say a WR250’s for
instance. Secondly its pegs
are set fairly low and when
the bike is banked over in a
corner, it’s easy to drag the
inside peg along the ground -
especially if there’s a berm or
rut developed. And finally it
has two little steel loops
welded onto the frame rails
to protect the brake and gear
lever. Go charging into a nar-
row rut and you'll find your-
self slowing rapidly (forcing
a downchange) as these dig
into the ground.

Don’t get me wrong these
are the sort of problems

when racing, and they aren’t
such a big deal unless you're
riding in ruts all day long,
but they do affect the way
you tackle certain hazards.

But if the KLX is not fond
of ruts, it absolutely loves
tricky climbs. This is a bike
which will storm up the
steepest gradient without any
run-up. During the seven
hours I never once failed to
get up any of the hills first
time, even when there were
bikes and riders scattered
everywhere. Point it at a hill,
select second gear and nail
the throttle - hard. the motor
will rev and rev and the KLX
will simply thunder up the
slope whatever the surface.

And the KLX has other
advantages also. It doesn’t tire you out like a
more powerful machine; it’s very hard to stall
(you can virtually forget about the clutch, and
just ride it on the throttle); and it has great
brakes. Not that you need them particularly, with
plenty of engine braking available I hardly used
the rear brake all day. While other teams were
busy changing pads, and adjusting chains, we
simply got on with riding.

We didn’t have to stop for fuel in the morning
either. With three hours on the clock the che-
quered flag came out to end the morning session
and we hadn’t even gone onto reserve. Some
teams had already refuelled twice.

When the gun went for the afternoon session I
was still pushing the bike to the startline. I
hopped aboard, fired her up and this time I really

‘The KLX300R has always
been a well proportioned
and muscular looking bike

DOHC motor is a real gem.
It revs to 11000rpm and
has no flat-spots anywhere
in the rev range. Sadly the
gearbox can’t match the
engine’s qualities - there's
far too many ncutrals
waiting for the unwary.
Headlight only lasted 45
minutes in Pavey’s hands...

did get the holeshot, well top ten anyway. It was
very noticeable that within the first couple of
hours of the start of the afternoon session, that
the field had thinned out considerably. Some
riders had obviously had enough, others must've
had bike problems, whatever, the KLX was still
going strong and as I handed over to Si P for the
second time I couldn’t help thinking about the
tortoise and the hare. For certain we weren’t the
quickest team out there, but we were circulating
steadily and accumulating the laps.

But with two hours to go to the finish, disaster
struck. We’d been lapping in around nine to ten
minutes so when Si P didn’t show up for 16 min-
utes, I knew something must be wrong. Suddenly
he appeared and pitted immediately, shouting:
‘the bike’s making a sort of squealing noise and
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me clutch has gone.” There was a flurry of activi-
ty as we removed the rad cap and discovered to
our horror, no coolant. Water was found but no
sooner was it poured in than it came shooting out
the bottom of one of the hoses as a jet of steam.
We’d split a water pump hose and had to do
something about it, fast.

Though we’d packed spare brakes, levers and
bars, we hadn’t got a spare hose, but as luck
would have it, the split was right at the bottom
(it'd probably taken a sharp stone in one of the.
ruts) and there was just enough stretch on the -
hose to be able to trim off the torn piece and rese-
cure it. The coolant was topped back up, the
clutch re-adjusted and a splash of fuel thrown in
the tank, before I was despatched out onto the
course again. .

One of the problems with doing a two-man
event on the same bike (as opposed to using two
separate bikes), is that any repairs have to be car-
ried out in riding time.

In other words with two machines you can send
the other rider out onto the course while you
repair the problem with the first bike, but with
one bike you simply don’t have that luxury. Not
to worry, we reckon we lost about three laps in
total, but we certainly weren’t the only team hav-
ing trouble.

Despite cooking the motor and clutch, the KLX
continued to run perfectly right to the finish of
the event, and by the time Si Pavey took the che-
quered flag seven hours and nine minutes after
we'd started, we’d racked up 42 laps in total.
That placed us 29th overall and 20th in the expert
class - pretty good considering the problems we’d
had, and the fact that I'm no expert rider.

For the record, John Shirt and Dougie Meek
won overall with a superb 59 laps. But at the end
of the day we’d set out to prove that you can
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complete an event like the endurothon
on a fun bike like the KLX300 - even in
the expert class against a sea of much
more serious machinery. The
Kawasaki’s strengths are not straight-
line speed, nor endless suspension, but
unburstable reliability, and an ability to
get around virtually any course. What
most impressed us though about the
KLX3 was the fact that despite running
for half a lap without coolant; it showed
no ill signs of its abuse afterwards.

— V

hen Si M suggested we race test

the KLX300, in a tough seven
hour event I agreed immediately - last
year I raced the little KLX twice, scoring two of
my best results of late. So for the start we
swapped roles and Si M lined up for the dash to
the bikes, while I pretended to be a photographer.
After unsuccessfully trying to trip up the leaders,

_Si reached the KLX which fired up on the second

kick - not bad. Like many four-strokes (here I go
again) the Kawasaki can be a right pain to start,
though it always starts from cold very easily.

We had agreed to ride 45 minutes each and
then swap, so I returned to the van, got changed
then settled down to watch and socialise, which
is of course, one of the great advantages of these
two rider events. I wandered over to the other
side of the car park where the riders came up
a short steep bank, and watched the chaos
unfold on the greasy slope as riders tumbled
over each other.

Out for my first session and the course which
had been pretty virgin looking 45 minutes earlier,
was decidedly rutted, slippery and physical.
Straight away I remembered how much fun the
KLX was to ride, but this time the course started
to bring out its limitations. The first lap and the
first time of many that my foot was swiped off
the footpeg as the low pegs hooked up in ruts.

The course itself was nice and flowing with
loads of bermed corners and plenty of bumps
ranging from whoops in the sand to sharp edged
ditches on the soft loam between the trees. There
were also a few jumps in the open stuff and some
short banks to climb or descend in the woods.
The way the course switched between open going
and wood sections was also about right, making
it interesting without causing things to bottleneck
in the trees.

But the bumps and jumps, not to mention the
mud building up under the guards was starting
to show up a KLX weakness. In this racy environ-
ment the suspension is just too lightly sprung -

both ends were bottoming out harshly and cer-

_tainly caused me to moderate my speed for my

health’s sake. That’s not to say I'd criticise the
suspension too much, as the action is plush, and
complements the bike’s fun and easy-to-ride
nature. It’s just that in the motocross-like condi-
tions in which we were riding, the KLX would
bottom hard at both ends in the whoops, over
jumps and across ditches, and a set of stiffer
springs certainly wouldn’t go amiss if you were
planning to race one.

My next session extended to the lunch break
and straight away the little KLX made me smile.
It made easy work of some of the little climbs out
of the woods. The sweet motor and light weight
means that when you see a hill littered with bikes
- any line will do - the KLX will simply claw its
way to the top. In fact you can even change your
mind on the hill and take a different line altogeth-
er, it’s just so easy to ride.

But, once again the racy nature of this course
brought out a few more foibles. The gearbox is
littered with false neutrals and an ability to find
them. It is all too easy to slip in to neutral at just
the wrong time - like the apex of a corner - and
find yourself teetering on the edge of balance
with no drive available. Additionally, because it
lacks sufficient ground clearance the ruts either
put you into neutral or just select any old gear.
This isn’t such a good thing, as the little Kwak

doesn’t have oodles of power and simply
won’t pull if you're in the wrong gear, no
matter how much you abuse the clutch.

My session had all but ended when a
rut knocked the bike from first to second
gear and I stalled in the rut. For some rea-
son the clutch seemed to be too hot and
the lever was nearly into the handlebar. Of

. course, as with most four-strokes the kick-
start swings down past the footpeg and so
you must lift the bike out of the rut to get
a good kick at it. Fortunately, there were a
few friendly marshals around and they
helped me lift the bike out, so that I could
start kicking. After five minutes of kicking
the marshals felt sorry for me and they
had a go at starting the bugger, but to no
avail and after two attempts at pushing it
down a hill it finally fired after more than
ten minutes of trying. Thanks guys.

By my last stint there was only 20 min-
utes left and it had started to rain, so it
seemed likely I would only do another
couple of laps. But the little Kawasaki had
other ideas and responded well to the
slippery conditions - I sneaked in a third
lap thanks to the bike’s easy going nature.
Though the Kwacker was undoubtedly

outclassed, it was still a real hoot to ride, and I
still rate it as one of the best little thumpers avail-
able. With a bit of suspension work it could be
lifted up higher which would almost certainly
eradicate a lot of the problems we encountered.
But heys pick your events carefully and the
Kwacker will amaze you - even as standard. It’s
that sort of bike...

We've always liked the little Kwacker, and we've
always been aware of its strengths and limita-
tions, but this was proof positive that it’s a
tougher cookie than even we had imagined. To its
credit, it feels light, corners like it's on rails and
doesn't tire you out, plus it’s extremely economi-
cal with fuel. The suspension works well within
the comfort zone, it'll do everything most people
would ask of it, and it can be raced and ridden
fairly fast, even though it’s not an out-and-out
racer.

It’s biggest hurdle to overcome however must
surely be its price because at £3895 it’s the same
sort of money as Suzuki’s DR-Z400E, which is not
only more powerful but comes equipped with an
electric start.

Pricing aside however, take it for what it is and
while you might not be the fastest of your riding
buddies (nor the richest), you'll almost certainly
be the one with the biggest grin...
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So you want to race a desert rallye? You want to
challenge the elements, compete against the world’'s
greatest riders and push your body and your overdraft
to their very limits. You’d better be prepared then.
Here’s what you need to know...

sion as standard. Unless you have to use one, stick to
one of the more common rallye bikes.

Modified Enduro

Currently the majority of rallye privateers are
equipped with either Honda XR400s or XR600s
which are both reliable and easy to prepare - with a
ready stock of specialist parts available to make
them rallye ready.
Apart from Honda
you could also
chose a Yamaha

The Bikes WR400F or

TT600R, a new Suzuki
Modified Trailies

DR-Z400E, a Kawasaki
Apart from a few exceptions (CCM etc), modified KLX650R or even a

ithout doubt, the Paris-Dakar Rallye is the
Wulﬁmate goal for many off-road riders, yet

one that very few will achieve. But that
needn’t stop you competing in a desert rallye at all.
There are a number of smaller events which are
much more achievable both financially and logisti-
cally while you build up (and save up) for the big
one. Once you have decided to enter a desert rallye
and put the first of many dents in your bank
balance, there are a few things you need to know...

Evans; Pics: NMoto Crampons & TBM library

£ trailies have all but disappeared from the rallye Husky 410/610. But
scene. Dominators, XT600s, DR650s and KLR650s
which uséd to provide a good starting point for a
rallye bi ave become too road-biased. As a
of spares.

Translation Chr

>

“once't éf?aliye has started.
Off The Shelf Racer
The other star of the parc fermé is the KTM LC4
Rallye which is a specialist ready-made rally bike.
Despite never having won the Dakar, KTM singles
have taken victory in every other major rallye and
have been the dominant force in the rallying scene
for the past five years. At most rallyes more than half
the entry are KTM mounted (which means plenty of
spare parts kicking around the bivouac) and KTM
support trucks attend most rallye events.

The KTM Rallye bike began as a kick-start 640,
before evolving into a 660 and this year gaining an

oto Crampons & TBIVI
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electric start. Tough, well adapted and easy to work
on, the LC4 Rallye is both fast and expensive (about
£7500 new). Plenty of secondhand ones exist but
remember rallying takes its toll on machinery. Even
so a well used secondhand model with loads of
spares shouldn’t set you back any more than £3000.
The Rallye bike is already fitted with much of the
stuff you are going to need - ICO tripmeter, electric
road book reader, large fuel tank, bash plate with
built in water tank etc. In fact you only need to add a
GPS and safety equipment and she’s ready to go.

Another option is to rent a fully prepped KTM
rallye bike - with different prices depending on the
rallye. It should also be noted that KTM provide an
assistance package (at a price). Finally Husaberg

offer the FR600E ‘special desert’ with electric

start. Less complete than the KTM, it is
the enduro bike fitted with an oil cooler,
a big tank (19L + 5.5L) and tuned sus-
pension. Husabergs’ limited oil capacity
means they don't like long specials with
the throttle against the stop - but for
short rallyes only, they should be fine.

It isn’t enough to buy a bike
and bolt the accessories on.
Your bike has to be set up to

rallye raid you have chosen.
' Suspension
~ All the accessories and the
extra fuel means increased
weight. You therefore have to
firm up the suspension using
stiffer springs
and/or modify
the damping
with thicker
_oil, or better
still, revalv-
ing. Given
that such
work is fairly
delicate we
recommend you
give the job to
someone who knows what they are up to.
Well set-up suspension is essential for absorbing
shocks at high speeds while at the same time
providing a level of comfort that you will need to
minimise fatigue. The other solution is to change
the OF items with better stuff from Ohlins, WP etc -
hard on the credit card though...
Gearing
African pistes aren’t like enduros. Holding the
throttle open for kilometres on end is part of a rallye

riders daily diet - so don’t go gearing your bike
down. In general standard gearing works best, as the
fitment of desert tyres, tends to gear the bike up a bit
anyway. The bike should just be able to pull top gear
in slightly soft going.
Rir Filter
A foam filter is fine but will have to be cleaned at the
end of every stage - carry a spare with you. Certain
people swear by sand-stop gauze, while others use
filter skins. Others still say it is best just to run the
standard set up or you'll restrict air flow. That's for
you to decide.
Carburetion :
It’s important that your bike carburetes correctly in
the hotter, drier conditions of the North African
piste. Try and get some information on temperatures
and altitudes, and remember to take a range of jets
along with you. Obviously fitting a filter-sock or
sand-stop gauze to the top of the airbox may well
richen the carb settings, so experiment with jetting
before you go. The XR400R in particular is very
sensitive to over-rich jetting.
Riding position
Feeling comfortable on your bike is going to be
essential as the stages will be long and tiring. The
riding position must obviously be adapted to your
morphology and posture. A high set of bars is
recommended so that you can ride comfortably
standing up and save your back (visibility is also
improved). A comfy seat for those long straight
stages is also useful.
Tyres & Tubes
Changing inner tubes in the midday heat is no fun.
You'll have plenty of opportunities to suffer, so make
life easy for yourself and fit mousses. Michelin bib-
mousses are the best - expensive and a pain to fit,
they are worth both the money and skinned knuck-
les. If you must use inner tubes fit the thickest you
can find, use lots of talc and use 15psi front and rear.
Michelin Deserts are still the top tyres but they are

_heavy (6kg) and expensive (£60-£90). For smaller

bikes Michelin Bajas are a good choice, while Pirelli
Hardcross or MT21s are also well suited to desert
conditions. Remember though that a Michelin Desert
has a much deeper sidewall than a regular MX or
other knobbly tyre, and fitting bib-mousses into a
non-desert tyre can be seriously time-consuming.
Fixtures and fittings.

Anything you fit to your bike has to be fitted solidly
- very solidly. You won’t believe the damage high
speed rocky trails inflict on frames and seemingly
solidly mounted accessories. If anything is going to
break, it will on a desert rallye - leaving a trail of
expensive accessories over the length of the special.
Fit your navigation gear using rubber blocks to
protect against vibration, simplify electrical circuits
as much as possible and use Loctite or safety wire
on nuts and bolts.

TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE 1D



Rallyes take you places ﬁdq
unlikely to have'seen befor

Fuel tank

Rallye stages are sometimes very long, meaning you
have to increase the fuel range of your bike. For a
short rallye a 15 litre tank is the absolute minimum,
but bigger is better if you want to ride without
worrying. IMS and Acerbis do tanks for XRs, DRs,
KLX-Rs and HVA TEs at between £150 and £200.
KTM sell a 21 litre tank for their LC4 which goes for
a steepish £400. For the big rallies you need even
more fuel range by adding a tank either at the back
or along the sides. French shop Challenge-75 do a 35
litre XR400 ally tank for about £800 while KTM have
a 30 litre item for £400. For the extra tanks, Acerbis
do a six litre tank that will go on the rear guard or
you can chose a made to measure item in ally for
between £200 and £500. Again KTM have two side
tanks in plastic with fuel pump and fittings. Don't
forget to fit fuel filters on each line into the carb.
Water Tank

Water tanks (of between 1.5-3L) are compulsory for
all rallyes and must be fixed to the bike. The best
solution is a bash-plate with an integral tank.

For XR400s you can get 1.5L plastic tanks that go on
the other side from the exhaust pipe.
Bash-Plates

A wrap around bash-plate will protect your engine
cases and offer a convenient mounting place for
tools or water. They come in either carbon fibre or
aluminium, though ally is probably better as it is
more flexible and versatile. Available from numerous
sources (CRD, Devol, IMS, Acerbis etc) a standard
bash-plate will cost about £50-70, with a built in
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water tank you're
looking at about
£220, while a Dakar
type plate featuring a

toolbox goes for between
£250 and £400.

Rear Lights

Another compulsory item is

a fog light (to stop Schlesser
running you over in the dust),
Acerbis and UFO sell them. Alternatively Halfords
fog lights (£5) work just as well. Make sure whatever
you fit is strongly mounted as officials will not let
you start a stage without working lights.
Navigation Systems

Certain organisers (TSO and now NPO) impose their
own GPS system which you rent for the duration of
the rallye. The idea is that GPS points are limited
and everyone has an equal chance. On other rallyes,
a GPS of one type or another is now compulsory.
The most popular for bikes is the Garmin GPS II
Plus (£250). Essential elements are strength and a
nice big screen. An ICO tripmeter is also essential

for recording distances, as is an electric road book
reader such as that made by MD or Touratech.
Saving money on trips and roadbook readers is like
running inner tubes - a false economy (count on
£500 for an ICO and MD).

The Essentials

Because of the weight of a rallye bike, handlebars
suffer badly in a crash, so should be of excellent
quality. Go for a braceless model so you will have
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place for your GPS. It also needs to be high as possi-
ble so you are comfortable when standing up.
Budget on between £100 - £200 (with top yoke).
Grips

To cut down on vibration and reduce blisters go for
foam grips - but take a spare pair - they wear out
quickly. About £8.

Hand protectors

Useful for protecting your hands from stones, they’ll
also save your levers in the case of a spill. Available
either in plastic (avoid clear versions that are more
brittle) or in metal (or a mix). Between £17 - £60.
Lighting

Long stages where you will have to ride at night are
common on the Dakar and Master Rallye. Glass
headlamps break easily and should be changed for
enduro type headlamps fitted with halogen bulbs -
check that the bulbs are far enough away from the
lens so as not to melt the plastic.

Seat

Your bum is going to suffer, but less so if you change
the standard plastic cover for a suede leather num-
ber. A car seat upholster should be able to do you
one for between £50 and £100. While he’s at it get
him to add an extra layer of very dense foam (the
type used in camping mattresses) to improve
comfort. A tall seat is an advantage. You don't

need a low bike in the desert.
Chain and sprockets

Run a good quality o-ring chain and
clean off all the oil on it before

you race (otherwise the
sand will stick to the oil
and make an excellent
grinding paste). Steel
sprockets last the :
longest - (Chain &
Sprox £80), and carrying a rivet-
type joining link is also good
cheap insurance.

WWheels

TBM contributor Si Pavey man-
aged to ride the Atlas, Tunisia
and Dakar on standard Honda
wheels, but our advice is to
change the OE rims for a pair of
Excel rims (the strongest). About
£80 for the front and £100 for the
back. Unless you're a rocket, the
standard hubs should be okay,
but stohy: pistes can break a stan-
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dard set of wheels and spokes in a matter of miles -
especially if you're using tubes and get a puncture.
Talon are the people to talk to. A set of wheels will
set you back about £600-700, but it's a good insur-
ance, and they can be sold on when you return
home.

Exhaust pipe

This is about the only situation where a noisy pipe is
acceptable on a dirt bike - though go for one that is
too loud and you'll have a headache after 10 hours
in the saddle. Choose one in stainless steel, as
aluminium and carbon fibre are too fragile.

Accessories

Steering
Damper

A tank slapper when
you're flat out in top is
no fun at all, and a
steering damper might
just save you. WER
make one that mounts . ;
on to the bottom yoke (£300), (=) (&
while Ohlins do one that is more ...
sophisticated and fits on to the top

yoke (£450).

Footrests

You will spend a lot of time standing up on the bike
so fit some wide, strong pegs which will increase
comfort and be less prone to breaking.
From IMS or Pro-Circuit (about £75).

A well-prepped rallye bike is a
thing of beauty...
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€ven the bivouac is an
extraordinary sight

Protection

Other than a bash plate and something to cover the
headlamp you might want to protect the discs and
the fork tubes (£25).

Brakes

Standard pads are usually okay though you can get
special desert spec brake pads (eg Ferodo Desert)
that are more resistant to sand abrasion. If you are a
big braker you might want to consider a larger front
disc from someone like Braking (£170).

Fork yokes

Standard yokes have been known to break, so if you
like jumping off the top of sand dunes think about
investing in something more solid.

Long distances, soft sand, heavy bikes and extreme
heat are all part of rallye-raid fun! The following will
come in useful:-

Get fit & Ride Conservatively
Competing in a rallye will make huge demands on
your body so get down to the gym and work on
your stamina. When you're on the rallye, try and
ride as smoothly as possible - and keep your feet on
the pegs all day. Hanging it all out in a corner (with
your foot down), won’t make you any faster over
400km, but it will tire you out faster, or perhaps
leave you with a smashed foot if you catch it on a
rock. Ride conservatively if you want to finish.
Learn how to use a GPS

You'd be amazed how many competitors start read-
ing the instructions to their GPS on the boat. Don’t
be one of them! Practise in town and why not do a
couple of orientation races (you'll get fit in the
process). Learning a bit of basic navigation could
also come in useful when your GPS breaks down in
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the middle of nowhere!

Prepare your road book
«o« When you get into the bivouac late at
night all you want to do is get some-
thing to eat and crash out. Tempting
though this may be, it is a big mistake.
As well as fixing your bike (if you're
mad enough to enter without at least a
share in a mechanic) you need to spend
at least an-hour on your road book.
Everybody has their own system, but
blue highlighter for a change of direc-
tion and red for danger is a good start.
Also make sure the pages are properly
stuck together. Make sure you add in
any of the alterations the organisers
post on the bivouac noticeboard. In the
‘97 Atlas Rallye, there was a crucial
turning missed off the original road
book, which gave those who didn’t
notice it an extra 100km ride!
Sort out your riding position
Even more so than in enduro, in rallyes you ride
standing up. It saves your back and allows you to
see better what is coming up. For the same reason
make sure you don't ride with your nose stuck in the
road book.
Stay calm
Don’t panic Mr Manwaring! When everything is
going belly-up try and keep calm and analysis your
situation as carefully as possible so that you make
the right decision. Rushing to save five minutes is
not the way to get to the end. Also don’t ride above
yourself - even rallye gods like Peterhansel
and Sainct never ride at more than 80%.
Don't necessarily follow the tracks of oth-
ers and don’t ride too close behind another
machine as you and your engine will eat a
lot of dust. Finally look out for the TV
cameras and photographers as they often
situate themselves somewhere where
you're likely to fall off. Think tortoise and
hare!
Soft sand
This can wear you out both physically and
mentally super quick. Getting through it
demands plenty of practise, but as a gener-
al rule accelerate and never cut the throttle
suddenly, even when going downhill. Also
avoid riding in other peoples tracks as the
sand here will be softer. Finally, learn to
control your speed. Arrive at the crest of
dune too fast and you'll do yourself an
injury. Arrive too slowly and you'll stop
dead. The top boys approach fast, lock the
rear wheel just as they hit the crest to tip
the bike over the crest, then get on the gas
again to ride down the slope.

Niad dogs and Englishmen

On African rallyes the sun is your worst enemy. Fit your goggles with
a smoked or tinted lens to protect your eyes (but carry a clear one for
riding at night). Be also extremely careful to drink plenty of water
(from the start of the day, and all the way through it) to avoid dehyra-
dation and eat your rations at refuelling. Understand that dehydration
will kill you - you don’t know you're dehydrating until you're already
in trouble. And you can’t drink your way out of a dangerous situation
because your body will not process the water - you must drink before
you get hot and thirsty. Even if it is hot, don’t be tempted to ride with-
out a jacket, it’s cold in the morning and evening - a proper jacket with
built in camel-back pocket and lots of ventilation is a good idea.

Be careful on liaison stages

After riding hard in the special there is a tendency to switch off in the
liaison. That’s a big mistake. Firstly because the tracks can be just as
tricky, and secondly because liaison often means population and in
Africa people aren’t used to vehicles going at high speeds. Remember,
more people have been hurt in liaison stages in rallyes than during
racing!

Sponsorship

And finally a word about getting sponsorship. A lot of first-time rally-
ists assume that because they’re embarking on something which is a
big challenge to them, that manufacturers and equipment suppliers
will be falling over themselves to provide them with gear - they won't.
You're not the first person to undertake a desert rallye, and you won't
be the last - they’ve seen it all before. However if you want to try and
get some sponsorship to help offset your costs - think ‘locally’. Talk to
the local paper, the local bike shop, the local pub even, and see if they
will help you out. But remember, the important thing about sponsor-
ship is not what you can get out of it, but what you can offer a poten-
tial sponsor in terms of payback. If all else fails, pay for it yourself.
That way you won't feel embarrassed if you go out on the first day,
and will get a lot more respect from potential sponsors in future...

The Races

Dubai URE Desert Challenge
Dates: 30 October to 4 November 2000
Place: Dubai (United Arab Emirates)
Route: A short rallye (four-six days of
racing), very popular with the factory teams
who go there to set-up their bikes for the
Dakar. For the amateur it is a good occasion
to hang out with the top riders on a sand ral-
lye that isn’t too difficult.

Rallye de Tunisie Optic 2000
Dates: 14 to 23 April 2000

Place: Tunisie and this year Libya.
Route: Two days in Libya and the rest in
Tunisia. No Sardinia this year but a finish in
Tunis which avoids the long haul back from
Djerba. Generally a good atmosphere and
popular with the Brits, it is relatively easy
(though can be hard round El Borma, espe-
cially if there is a sand storm - which there
invariably is).

Atlas Rallye

Dates: 3 - 9 June 2000

Place: Morocco

Route: This has only just been announced
and very little is know except that there will
be five days of racing, seven days in total,
with five loops centred around Ouarzarzate.
Run by NPO.

Rallye d’Eygpt 2000

Dates: 30 Sept to 7 October 2000
Place: Libua and Egypt

Route: Supposed to be for all levels, about
5500km, of which 2500 is special stage.
Organised by the Italians, this relatively new
rallye doesn’t always run smoothly. Last
year dissatisfied competitors went on strike!

Master Rallye 2000

Dates: 27 July to 6 August 2000

Place: France, Germany, Austria, Hungary,
Romania, Turkey

Route: The master is becoming more and
more European. In the past it has suffered
from uncertainty due to passing through
countries with dodgy politics which has con-
sequently meant low numbers of entries. It is
however spoken of extremely highly by all
those who've ridden it - especially privateers.
The boss, René Metge, has an excellent rep-
utation and is extremely concerned with the
welfare of the competitors. Definitely an up
and coming rallye, and this year with a spe-
cial two-man ‘gentleman’ class.

Paris-Dakar 2001

Dates: Jan 2001

Place: Senegal, Mali, Libya, Egypt?
Route: TBA
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We had a great time. Your staff were fantastic, the bikes were everything I expected and I will
certainly buy one! Your guides were terrific and took me to places on a bike I would never have
dreamed of. I have not laughed so much in ages. Thanks for a great day.

D. Parsons, Surrey.

The price is only £200 & this all inclusive package contains: hire of a year 2000 CCM 604E Sport
motorcycle, fuel, a full day's trail riding (with expert guidance & full factory support),insurance,
accommodation with a brilliant atmosphere in which to enjoy the whole event. Whether you're a
| complete novice or an experienced trail rider, you'll have one of the best days riding of your life, but

by don't just take our word for it, try it for yourself...
CCM recommends Mobil

"Rideout 2000 Dates

LAKES DERBYSHIRE DERBYSHIRE

March 3rd-5th (3days) 17th to 20t
April 31st-2nd (3days) 14th to 16 ) 28t *(4days)

12th-14th (3days) 26th to 29th* (

e T i

t th (3days) 23rd to (3days) CCM Motorcycles Ltd

7th-10th (4days) 21st to 23rd (3days) Edge Nook Rd, Shadsworth Ind. Est. Blackburn, Lancs.

3days) 18th to 20th (3days) BB1:20B.{Fnaland

. Tel +44 (0)1254 296300 Fax: +44 (0)1254 296301

er 1st-4th (4days) 15th to 17th (3days) 29th-1st (3days) e-mail: info@ccm-motorcycles.com

October 13th-15th (3days) 27th to 29th (3days) Website www.ccm-motorcycles.com

November 3rd-5th (3days) *Please remember although this is an off road event
: X some journeys on road will be necessary for access &
Please contact the factory for additional dates (*) Denotes Bank Holiday therefore a current & valid full motorcycle licence is required.

MOTORCYCLES

Official Dealers: Abegele Woods Motorcycles 01745 822922 Barnsley Dirt World 01226 2447700 Bolton Doug Hacking Motorcycles 01204 491511 Dublin CCM Racing 00353 1 452 5866 Isle Of Man Road &Track Motorcycles 01624 623725 Leicester Marcol Motorcycles 0116 2623554 Middlesex Jack Lilley 01932 224574
Milton Keynes Mission Motorcycles 01908 37221 Newcastle-under-Lyne D&K Motorcycles 01782 861100 Newcastle-upon-Tyne M&S Motorcycles 0191 2610121 Norfolk The Container Company 01362 698147 Nottingham Marcol Motorcycles 0115 9507912 Portsmouth Rafferty Newman 01705 665000 West Midlands QB Motorcycles 01384 637168




1993 Honda KRVT50
. Africa Twin

ulia, my long suffering wife, thought I
should have known better than to stump
up for another second-hand Africa Twin,
especially after my last expensive A-T experience.
However this time it was different (it always is).
You see unlike my ex Honda-France XRV650 that
required a heap of cash and hard graft to get it up
to scratch (then I sold it after only a couple of
hundred miles), this stock 750 was a minter that
required nothing more than a few service items to
be ready for action. Well, that’s what I told her
anyway

I first saw the bike in Wales last summer whilst
out testing in the hills around Rhayader. Ben the
A/T’s owner, explained that he had virtually
stolen it off a car dealer for a miserly £2500 and
said he’d give me first refusal when he wanted to
sell. Now I'm a real sucker for Dakar style big
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trailies, and so I looked for-
ward to receiving a phone
cal from himl.

Months passed and I'd
completely forgotten about
the A-T until Ben called
telling me it was up for
sale. To be honest, I wasn’t
particularly interested at
first, what with Christmas
just around the corner and
the road bike season limit-
ed to the odd short sunny
day’s ride. But then Ben
threw in his trump card,
mentioning that Blez had
been showing an unhealthy
interest in purchasing this
particularly pristine exam-
ple of Honda’s finest. Well
that clinched the deal. The
thought of such a tidy bike
being reduced to a pile of
clanking scrap at the hands
of TBM's one man demoli-
tion derby, was more than I
could bear.

So on a uncharacteristically bright but cold
Monday morning I hitched a lift to the metropolis
clutching a pile of folding, and duly handed over
two and a half big ones in return for the keys to
the bike. I've ridden plenty of Africa Twins over
the years including a great thrash down to the
Italian Alps for the Stella Alpina Rally, so it only
took a few minutes to get into the swing of
things. The familiar smooth but progressively
torquey motor feels great and while it may not
have the same amount of get up and go as the
newer Varadero, the A/T is still an immense
pleasure to ride.

However, working my way around the North
Circular, it was becoming obvious that the throt-
tle was getting stiffer by the minute, and by the
time I was heading north on the M11, I could use
it as a cruise control! Barrelling along at speed

(not too sure as the speedo cable had
by now snapped), an intermittent
misfire was getting worse with every
mile, until finally the bike came to an
embarrassing halt at the side of the
Newmarket bypass. Now this was
really spooky, I'd actually stopped in
exactly the same place last year with
a similar electrical problem on an
XTZ660 I'd bought. Oh dear, I could
just imagine the look on my wife’s
face as I rolled up on the back of yet
another RAC transporter!

With a distinct feeling of deja-vu I
considered knocking on the door of
the same farmhouse as last year to
telephone for assistance, but luckily a
quick check under the seat revealed
nothing more serious than a discon-
nected battery cable. Phew. More
amazingly, the rogue nut and bolt were sat on the
top of the crankcase, and a few minutes with my
trusty Leatherman and we were on our way
home again.

To be fair to Ben, he did say the
Africa Twin desperately needed a
service and a good check over which
is what I decided to do before ven-
turing out onto the slick winter roads
once more.

The first problem to tackle was the
stiff throttle. I stripped out the twist-
grip and discovered that the cables
were merely in need of some lube. So
I punched two holes in a small plas-
tic bag and taped it to the tops of the
cables, then by filling the bag with
ATF (Automatic Transmission Fluid)
[ left the cables to soak overnight. Whilst waiting
for the oil to work its way through the cables, a
new pair of Scott Superbike grips were wrestled
(and wired) in place and to my surprise I discov-
ered that the barkbusters and handguards that
used to grace my old Cagiva Elefant slotted
straight on without any cutting or bending.

The Cagiva also donated its automatic chain
oilier, which fitted discreetly underneath the left
sidepanel. The chain and sprockets are not exact-
ly in their first flush of youth but I reckon the
autolube system should eke out a few more win-
ter miles before replacement is required. To my
surprise the brakes were also in pretty good nick
but I stripped all three calipers and cleaned out
the previous 10.000 miles of crud before carefully
reassembling with copper-grease, I'll treat the old
girl to a fresh set of pads in the spring!

Like most trailbikes the Africa Twin isn’t fitted

with grease nipples on the swingarm and linkage.

This usually means that most owners simply
ignore this part of the maintenance; luckily for
me the roller bearings, seals, spacers and bolts
were all in top condition and required nothing
more than a
clean up and
reassembling
with some
waterproof
Denicol grease.
Future plans for
the bike include
fitting a light-
weight pipe, a
dynojet kit and
opening up the
air-box a little.
And I'm
planning on fitting a centre stand to help with
maintenance chores.

A quick oil and filter change and a cursory
look at the plugs, and the A/T was as good as
new. In fact the bike is a real testament to
Honda’s build quality; despite being nearly seven
years old, it still looks good, with the thick paint
and quality plastics standing up well to the accu-
mulated years.

In the spring I hope to tackle some green lanes
on the beast as well as the odd trailbike rally, so
some form of protection for the lamps and body-
work seems like a good investment. Off-road tyre
choice will thankfully be much easier than with
most big trailies as the Honda is fitted with a 21”
hoop at the front (although the blunt end features
a 17 incher). As for riding! Well a big Euro trip
beckons, taking in some scenic Alpine tracks en
route, which is really what the bike was built for.
I can’t wait!
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the new millennium has been heralded in,

but it is with a certain amount of regret
that I have to say goodbye to the TM250E and
welcome in its replacement - a KTM 125EXC - to
the plush, centrally-heated, underground garage
network below the sprawling TBM Towers. It’s a
sort of bitter-sweet, pain/pleasure moment.
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The champagne corks have all popped and

On one hand I'm
bursting with anticipa-
tion and enthusiasm for
the coming year’s rid-
ing on the Kaytosh, yet
at the same time it
means that [ have to
part with the trusty TM.
In the light of that I
think it would be inap-
propriate for me to dis-
miss the TM without
first allowing a suitable
period of mourning. So
please excuse me as I
take stock of my past
year with the blue
streak.

It's been a memo-
rable year of riding, not
least because it’s includ-
ed the first actual
improvement in my
results since the acne
subsided 15 years ago.
Now honest self-
appraisal suggests that
an increase in my skill
level is unlikely, seeing
as I've actually gotten
fatter and less coura-
geous than ever. So by a
process of elimination
that leaves either my
new boots or the TM as
the culprit behind this
uncharacteristic crawl
up the result sheet!

The excellent riding
position has encour-
aged me to get my lazy
ass to the front of the
seat and my notoriously
gravity-affected elbows
vaguely upwardly
mobile (the only part of
me which is these
days!). In fact there are
so many things I'll miss
about life with the TM:
the fantastic quality of the whole machine, those
billet hubs, that clear tank (why aren’t all bikes
supplied with clear tanks?). But most of all I'll
miss the adrenaline rush as you pick a gear, crack
open the throttle and watch the world streak past
your watering eyes!

Over the year it’s been thoroughly reliable. The
list of parts purchased (mainly tyres, sprockets,

brake pads and a single piston ring) were con-
sumed through natural attrition - along with
those that were damaged by my decidedly unnat-
ural attrition (half a day riding on a flat tyre at
the Welsh cost me a few spokes for example!).

Among the few criticisms I would level at the
bike are a fragile (read easily dented) exhaust
pipe (which I've had blown-out twice and nickel
plated to stop the rust), weak centre-stand spring
and slightly stiff forks. But in truth, it’s been a
small price to pay for a great year and an awful
lot of fun. I'll sure miss her...

Out with the sold in with the new
However time moves on and the new photo-
graph in my wallet is none other than KTM’s tid-
dler, the 125EXC! My appetite for this machine
was whetted when TBM tested the ‘99 model in
the summer of last year. I was highly impressed
with the very un-125 like engine of the little-un,
but was less impressed by the suspension.
However after then rid-
ing the 2000 model
KTM four-strokes later
in the year, it seemed to
me that KTM had
found the right equa-
tions and sorted the
sussies for the Y2K
models.

Well the first oppor-
tunity for a shakedown
ride came when a local
enduro club-secretary
called to say he was
checking out a new
enduro course and
would we like to help
him look for a route
through its numerous
bombholes, slippery
roots and deep ruts?

It was a tough choice
between another hard
day’s graft or running
in the TBM 2000 staffer.
We grabbed our gear
and loaded up as soon
as the phone hit the cra-
dle. On arrival a couple
of hours later, we first balanced it precariously on
the cryogenically calibrated UHF/VHF TBM
scales (99kg with half a tank of juice), before real-
ising fuel was pouring out from the overflow.
Five minutes with the spanners and we’d put a
stop to that.

First impressions were indeed as I'd been real-
ly hoping: the suspension was worlds better than

the previous year’s model, feeling far more com-
pliant yet progressive. The engine still main-
tained the relatively broad and tractable delivery
(for a 125 that is) of the ‘99 donk, and most of all
it felt so light - I could have been riding a bicycle!
Want to do a U-turn but the track is barely wider
than your arm span? Simple on the 125, plant
your boot, lean it over and gas it - the front comes
up and round in a second. It flicks through S-
bends effortlessly, yet it still somehow stays
planted firmly on your intended line like it's 20kg
heavier, regardless of how rough the ground.
Also I can’t help noticing how incredibly light the
controls feel: throttle, brake and clutch are as
light as a feather - which feels really nice.

So far then it’s looking good and I can’t wait to
really put the 125 through its paces at a few
enduros. The coming season is going to be an
entirely different one to last year’s, but I'm look-
ing forward to reacquainting myself with a high-
ly flickable, super-light machine. And anyway,

A leaky float-

bowl neceded
sorting out
__ before the
S Katosh could

I'm sure my tired arms are going to thank me for
the reduction in horsepower.

If the results of my fellow Aussie, Shane Watts
(125EXC), are any sort of indication (dream on
mate, about the only things you ve got in conmon are
your accents - ed), then there’s no reason why the
steady improvement in my results shouldn’t
continue for another year yet.
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® Engine:
503cc/399cc
Single Cylinder
Four stroke
Liquid cooled

@ 4 valves gear
driven overhead cam
@ SEM electronic
ignition system

® Frame:

Steel chrome molyb-
denum frame 2 heat
treatments

® Fforks:

Paioli- upsidedown
forks g46mm

® Rear Shock:
Ohlins progressive
system

® Brakes:

270mm front,
220mm rear

@ 9 litre fuel tank

® Wheelbase:
1485mm

® Weight:
Motocross 109kg
Enduro 114kg
Supermotard | 15kg

503/400 Enduro

unpresslve machine from Italy will change the way
think about 4 strokes.

¥ Designed and hand built to exacting standards and brim-
ming with quality components from axle to axle.

The VOR motori is driven by probably the best 500 or
400cc single cylinder 4 stroke yet built.

. Call for your nearest dealer today and prepare for a mind
altering experience, you owe it to yourself.

503/400 Supermotard 503/400 Motocross

Imported by TM UK Phone 01249 715523.
Fax: 02149 715470.
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# Husqvarna
TEG10E 4

£4299! ot

< HONDA £ HONDA

SHORTLY

Finance exam

le: £4299. £99 deposit. £112 x 48 months. APR 14.3%. T.A.P. £5535. e Honda available at: Bristol, Northampton,
Stoke-on-Trent Swindon & Warrington e Suzuki available at: Bristol & Swindon ¢ Husqgvarna: Contact any Fowlers branch for details.

. B Husqvarna
L SM610

ONLY
£4499! o

£ HONDA
XR400 #

ONLY '
£3499! o £4299! o £4299! o

my girlfriend’s KTM 125LC2 in TBM45 so it’s
about time for an update. [ mentioned then
that the fork seals had blown and needed replac-
ing - little realising that this simple bit of mainte-
nance would turn into a major saga. I naively
imagined that I'd be able to order a pair of
replacement seals for the LC2’s standard fitment
41mm Paioli forks, but KTM UK said you could-
n’t just order the seals alone, you had to have a
full refurbishment kit which costs, wait for it,
£110 plus VAT, a princely £129.32 in all!

When I remonstrated with them, they offered
to find some seals to fit, if I could get the forks up
to them. On removing the LC2’s front wheel I dis-
covered that two of the four pinch-bolt studs
which hold the axle in place were defunct - one
was missing altogether and the other was
stripped. But I dropped the forks out of the yokes
and duly delivered them up to KTM.

About three weeks later I was down in
Cornwall at John Deacon’s Saltash shop and
knowing that they used to run LC2s for their trail
riding weekends, I asked what they did when the
fork seals blew - surely they didn’t buy the £129
refurbishment kit? ‘Oh no, we just measured up
the seals and ordered some pattern ones’ they
said ‘there’s a pair over there if you want some’.
At less than a tenner, they seemed like good
insurance, and so it proved because I posted the
pattern Motoline seals up to KTM and a few days
later the forks were returned fully refurbished,
complete with helicoils to repair the knackered
studs. A snip at £92.60 including £20 delivery.

Two months later, long after the bike was back
up and running, there was a surprise delivery for
me from KTM. Guess what? A Paioli fork refur-
bishment kit - complete with bill for £129.72.
Before returning it I took the opportunity to see
what you actually get for your money. the kit
consists of one blue felt cloth about a foot square;
one owner’s manual with detailed instructions
and diagrams - in German and Italian; one pair of
seals; one pair of dust covers; two pairs of metal
bushes and one pair of large washers - about 30
quid’s worth in all. If all those things are worn
out and need replacing then it wouldn’t be so

I t's nearly a year now since I last wrote about

bad, but nine times out of ten all you need is a
£10 set of fork seals. Furthermore, the seals
would almost certainly not have worn out in the
first place if the LC2 came fitted with fork gaiters
as standard like the rest of the KTM range. I fitted
a set over the fork stanchions before shppmg
them back in the yokes.

I also replaced all the blown bulbs except the
stupid oil warning light which defied all attempts
at disassembly. It’s a useless device anyway even
when it’s working because the light is designed
to stay on all the time (I just use the breather tube
in the top of the filler cap as a dipstick). I also fit-
ted a new speedo cable and replaced the brake
lever pivot bolt which had playfully leapt out
and disappeared when I was demonstrating the
bike to a prospective buyer last year, almost caus-
ing me to crash into his own parked machine.

So, at last, in October ‘99, the LC2 was ready
for action again. For her return to the dirt I went
out with a couple of lads from my local TRF
group for a gentle amble around the green lanes
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near Box Hill, Leith Hill,
Leatherhead and Dorking.
As a 125 it naturally had to
be kept on the boil to keep
up with their KDX200 and
KTM 400SC, but it got up the
trickiest climb without diffi-
culty and was actually much
quicker on the road than the
ridiculously undergeared
KDX was.

A couple of weeks later I
entered the LC2 in one of the
Farnham Royal club’s fun
enduros near Beaconsfield. I
thought it wise to add some
lever protection so dug out
the old pair of red Acerbis
brush guards which used to
adorn my XR600 and which
the editor had advised me to
throw away - I knew they’d
come in handy one day! I
had to fill out the bar inserts
with tape because the KTM's
standard steel bars are a big-
ger ‘bore’ than the alloy
Renthals fitted to the XR and
I also had to improvise the
clamps at the other end
because the stupid standard
clamps had broken when I
prised them apart (why
don’t they make them in two
halves like any sensible per-
son would, and why doesn’t
someone make such clamps
and sell them separately?) I
even cut up an old plastic
yellow number plate and
made it into a handguard

deflector to go with the odd ~ « Refurbished Paioli forks awaiting
__re-fitment with after-market gaiters’

purple one I already had.
The conditions were
extremely wet and slippery and the well-worn
rear knobbly really struggled to find any grip at
all on the slippery grass slope near the pits.
Nevertheless, the KTM was easy to handle and
thoroughly enjoyable to ride although I really
noticed the big jump between first and second
gear in the woods, which hadn’t been a problem
on the trail and the rear shock bottomed out over
the jumps when I was feeling enthusiastic early
on. However, after about an hour of steadily cir-
culating at a respectable pace the powervalve
went on strike making the engine horribly peaky
to ride. And then, to cap it all, the overheating
warning light came on, forcing me to stop at least
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once a lap to allow the bike to cool down. It never
boiled or lost any coolant, but I didn’t want to
risk seizing the engine.

Nevertheless, despite having to stop for several
minutes every lap in the last hour I was amazed
to finish 35th out of 75 official finishers, not bad
for a 125cc trailie. The bike required three jet
washes to get all the clag off and the brake pads
were completely knackered, but it sure had been
a lot of fun!

The Blez-mobile LC2 is currently for sale (with new
brake pads) to the highest bidder - contact TBM if
you're desperate - er, sorry... interested.
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In this, part one of a series
of ‘themed’ trail rides,
Rodger Davies explores
Rivington Country Park in
Lancashire...

motorcycles and country parks don’t mix.

But living next to one of the oldest and most
visited country parks in the country brings home
the vast number of visitors that have to be catered
for - including trail riders.

Any riding done in this area is highly visible,
and so best behaviour is required in order to pre-
serve the goodwill built up over many years.
Promoting trail riding as ‘pony trekking on bikes’
may not please the adrenaline junkies out there,
but it is one aspect of our pastime, and essential if
we are to be able to continue using certain lanes
without confrontation.

If you've never heard of Rivington Country
Park, it was the inspiration of Lord Leverhulme,
the soap tycoon who, in a typical display of
Victorian arrogance, transformed a moorland area
into an early theme park, complete with Italian
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c onventional wisdom would suggest that

Beautiful scenery awaits the trail rider in Rivington Country Park

and Japanese gardens and a number of follies.
There’s a reproduction of Liverpool castle, a
designer dovecote and a tower, which boasts out-
standing views of the Lancashire plain, the North
Sea and the Welsh Mountains. With the construc-
tion of eight reservoirs to provide water for
Liverpool, there is good reason to describe the
area as a ‘mini Lake District’, and if you've ever
watched BBC2's Top Gear programme, you'll
almost certainly have seen Rivington as much of
the filming is done there.

As well as the usual activities such as walking,
mountain biking, horse riding and sitting in cars
reading the paper, there is a meeting place for our
leather-clad, pocket-rocket riding brethren, who
have been known to ride up to ten miles on sunny
days, without stopping... And then there is us.

About ten years ago we were asked to give up
the use of a lane called ‘Lead Mines Clough”
because of its popularity with walkers and, in
return, we would be allowed the use of a much
longer concessionary lane. Since that time, we
have negotiated with the landowners, Northwest
Water, for the use of a number of routes, which,
along with our usual trails, complete a good day’s
riding. There is a catch though, and that is that
there needs to be someone with a key present to
be responsible for the behaviour of the group.

On to the trail riding. Armed with OS Explorer
19, placing flat caps firmly on top of open face
AGVs and inserting ferrets down Wulf jeans we
set of from Rivington Hall car park (633,144) near
the ancient barn/café/info centre. Passing
Rivington village and its stocks we climb up a
steep, rocky trail to the dovecote (640,144) and the

meeting point of Belmont Old Road and George’s
Lane, which will take us past Rivington Pike and
its tower. The mountains of Wales, the flat
expanse of the North Sea and the peak of
Blackpool Tower can be seen on a clear day,
beyond the dark satanic mills and the Reebok
football stadium.

Passing Matchmoor Riding and Trekking
Centre (660,116), it’s difficult not to compare rid-
ing horses to riding bikes. On the one hand bikes
don’t tend to have personality problems, don’t
need constant attention and can be left festering in
the garage after use. Horses, however, are self -
replicating (saves a lot of money at trade-in time),
and they do tend to attract women in tight
jodhpurs!

At the entrance to the golf club, we pick up an
old pack-horse route leading down to the pictur-
esque hamlet of Barrow Bridge (688,118). Further
byways take us past Smithills Hall (699,119),
which is well worth a visit, since it has a coaching
house with real coaches and a distinctly
Dickensian atmosphere.

Picking up the A675 we head North to Belmont
village, turning right past the ancient bleaching
and dyeing works, and up to the start of
Catherine’s Edge, our first concessionary lane and
part of the “Witton Weavers” Way’. This passes
behind the sailing club and has views of the radio

Technical

| Tips
| CHANGING THE OIL |

hanging the oil on your bike is an essential

part of routine servicing that shouldn’t be
overlooked. Whether you ride a two-stroke or
four-stroke dirt bike, the performance and relia-
bility of your engine and gearbox depends upon
regular (and frequent) changes of oil. This isn’t
hard to understand, because unlike in a car
(which carries plenty of oil), with a (four-stroke)
dirt bike, the engine and gearbox oils are not
kept separate. What’s more, dirt bikes only hold
a small volume of oil by comparison.

Don’t go on the number of miles you ride, just
make it a rule to change the oil after every
fourth or fifth outing on your bike (or whatever
you feel suitable - more often if you're racing).
There is sound reasoning behind this practice
which isn’t just a rumour put out by the oil
companies to make us all buy more lubricant.

masts of Winter Hill. Rumour has it that you can
pick up Jazz-FM through the fillings of your teeth
up here. It eventually brings us out at the road to
Tockholes, and the Roddlesworth Visitors” Centre
(666,215). The ‘space ship” you can see on the right
is yet another folly, the Jubilee Tower built to cele-
brate Judy Dench’s 60th birthday, and although
we can’t climb up it on the bikes, we can take
Darwen Old Road over to Sunnyhurst (680,225),
which has a pub and cafe.

Doubling back along a concessionary bridleway
and along Trash Lane and Weasel Lane we arrive
at Tockholes (683,231). It's well worth exploring
the lanes here if you want a quick wallow in 18th
Century Britain. Back on the main road a right
turn past the car park (664,203) takes us down
‘Slipper Lowe’, so named because of the wheel
marks made by the desperate braking of carts and
more recently, bikes. A diversion, on foot, down to
Hollinshead Hall (663,199) is well worth the time
because, as well as the ruins of the hall, there is a
strange building housing a Healing Well (suppos-
edly haunted), which is said to cure ophthalmic
complaints - can’t see it myself!

Crossing the main road, Twist Moor Lane takes
us past NW Water’s wood yard into Brinscall and
its village lodge full of ravenous ducks and carp.
A good diversion is to White Coppice (625,191), a
picture postcard village, at the top of which, is a

Everytime you use the clutch, fine particles of

material are dislodged from the plates which con-

taminate the oil and can block up the intricate oil-

ways and filters. At the same time, mechanical

sheer stresses inside a high-revving bike engine,

break down the lubricant, while crankcase

breathers (which vent to atmosphere) can allow

water and other contaminants to get into the oil.
Two-strokes - despite being lubricated by a

separate (engine) oil - should not escape the regu-

lar oil change treatment. Although the sheer-

stresses aren’t as high as with a four-stroke, two-

stroke riders tend to be much heavier on the

clutch. Besides, frequent flushing with fresh oil

helps keep you

aware of any

engine prob-

lems your bike

might have (for

instance a

blown water-

pump seal),

and helps

remove any

swarf from

within the

gearbox.
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unique village green and
cricket pitch that recently
featured in a children’s TV

series called ‘Sloggers’. A
scenic tarmac road with
Anglezarke Moor on the
left and views across to
the sea on the right takes
us to Jepson’s Gate and
the concessionary trail

down to Lead Mines’
Clough. This, as the name
suggests, is the site of an
ancient lead mine and, on
the top of the hill, there is
a memorial where a
bomber crashed in the
war. Following a track by
the stream we emerge at Alance Bridge. We can
now either backtrack a little to do two more con-
cessionary lanes alongside the Anglezarke and
Upper Rivington reservoirs or head back to the

cafe at Rivington Barn and look at all the clean
road bikes.

Fuel? You won't need any if you start with a

full tank and your bike does more than
20mpg.Pub stops? I can recommend the Black

The first thing to do .
when considering an oil
change is to make sure
you have enough oil of the
correct variety to hand (a
good quality fully- or
semi-synthetic, bike-specif-
ic brand). Don’t laugh, I've
seen people drain the oil
out of their bike into an
already used tin, and then
find they need to use their
bike to get to the dealer’s
for oil. So assuming
you’ve got your oil and
filter(s), begin by warming up the engine.

Warm the motor for at least three minutes, then
fetch the oil tray, place it under the bike and
remove the sump plug. Don't forget to undo the
oil-filler cap to allow air back into the system. It's
a good idea to let some of the oil run out through
your finger and thumb where you can feel for
any bits of swarf and examine its colour.
Excessively light coloured, milky-looking oil usu-
ally means water has got in, while black treacly
oil is generally an indication of infrequent
changes. Check the sump plug (which is usually
magnetic) for swarf and clean it if necessary.
Assuming the oil looks pretty normal, tip the
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Dog at Belmont (674,158), the Dresser’s Arms at

W heel ton (604,212), Bob’s Smithy on Chorley Old

Road (674,111) and The Black H01 se at Limbrick

(602,163) which is very old, quaint and yes, haunt-

ed.Information centres lie at Roddlesworth and
Rivington Barn. And if you want more informa-

tion about riding here, contact me Rodger Davies,

ROW Officer via the Lancs TRF, or by e-mail on

davies@chorley50.freeserve.co.uk. Happy riding...

bike from side to side and
allow it to drain out for a few
more minutes. If it’s a four-
stroke, now’s the time to
change the filter or filters.
Obviously all bikes are differ-
ent, but most thumpers have
a disposable oil filter and a
cleanable mesh gauze. Clean
up the gauze with petrol and
an old paintbrush and replace
the disposable filter with a
new one. Then measure the
correct amount of oil (allow-
ing for the filter), refit the
drain plug (very important!), and pour in the
new oil. With two-strokes there’s no filters to
change it’s simply a case of measure-and-fill.

If your bike has a particular oil change rou-
tine - CCM’s for instance - then follow the man-
ufacturer’s guidelines in your handbook.
Finally, don't forget to replace the oil filler cap,
check the sump plug for tightness, wipe away
any drips and start the bike to circulate the new
oil and check for any leaks. If everything looks
and sounds fine, you're ready to ride...

Next month: replacing worn out steering head
bearings...
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onda’s mighty XR600R
H first appeared way back in

1985, a full decade and a
half ago, and it’s still in produc-
tion today. Almost immediately it
became the definitive big banger
by which all others were judged
and the fact that it’s still on sale in
fashion-conscious America in the
year 2000, is a measure of how
successful a formula Honda hit on
right from the start.

In off-road terms it’s always
had a reputation as a bit of a ‘big
bruiser’, and rightly so, but
although it was designed as a full-on competition
machine, it was never intended to win Welsh
enduros. The wide open spaces of the Western USA
and the Australian bush are its natural habitat for
both racing and
simple fun off-roading, but as many a happy owner
has discovered (including me) the XR600 makes a
truly versatile trail bike which can handle anything
from the toughest green lane to a London commute,
yet still have enough oomph and comfort to cover
serious distances on the open road. Above all, the
XR600 has a well-deserved reputation for rock-solid
reliability.

History
This torquey air-cooled thumper evolved naturally
from the old Honda XR500 (enduro bikes) and

XL600 (trail bikes) which preceded it in the early 80s.

Stni‘g:‘fi'al‘ilai‘zard: Pics: TBM & library shots .:'f! /

It used the XL600's REVC (radial four valve combus-
tion) head in a stripped-down (relatively) light-
weight monoshock chassis which didn’t even
include the sturdy bashplate fitted to earlier XRs
(definitely a mistake!). At only 123kg (2711bs) the US
enduro version of the XR600 was barely heavier than
the old XL.250R trail bike and much lighter than con-
temporary beasts like Yamaha’s XT600, or indeed the
original XT500. (And fifteen years on, the new XR650
isn't any lighter).

The XR6 was a hit with the Yanks and Aussies
straight away and soon became the ‘must have’
machine for events like the Baja 1000 and the
Australian Safari. In fact the XR’s record in the Oz
safari is unsurpassed, with nine wins recorded
between Hedericks and Chapman alone. The Safari
was just about the ideal event for the XR because tra-
ditionally it’s been too nadgery for a big twin to
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Honda’'s XR600R has always
been a bit of a bruiser. Note
drum-braked rear wheel on
this carly US model

have an advantage, and far too long and arduous to
consider using a converted crosser, whether two or
four-stroke.

Specifications

The XR600 was deliberately built by Honda to be
simple and easy to maintain. It's an air-cooled,
SOHC, four stroke single with kickstart only, no bat-
tery and easily-adjusted screw and locknut tappets.
An automatic de-compressor helps starting, and
there’s a manual lever on the handlebars too. The
sophisticated bits are the REVC head (which helps
combustion and never seems to give any trouble)
and the gear-driven balancer which smoothes out
the worst of the vibes. The gearbox is a five-speeder
and the 2.3 litres of oil for the dry sump engine are
carried in the frame with an easily-accessible dip-
stick just in front of the 11litre (including reserve)

> TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

plastic petrol tank. The con-
ventional forks have
always been protected by
gaiters and the monoshock
rear end has a sensible
grease nipples for both the
swinging arm and the link-
age and an easily-accessible
remote reservoir with plen-
ty of damping adjustment
with just a twiddle of the
fingers. The smallish air fil-
ter is easily accessible
behind the left side-panel
held by quick-release Dzus
fasteners and the oil filter
can be changed in a couple
of minutes by removing the
three allen bolts on the
right hand crankcase.

UWhat Changed?
The earliest XR600s came
with twin carbs and drum
rear brakes. These had a
reputation for being hard to
start (as did the contempo-
rary twin-carb XR250).
Richard Alexander of
Tippett’s Motors in
Surbiton recalls, “We sold
some to the police at
Hendon for surveillance
work and if you dropped
them on the left hand side,
you were finished’.

For 1988 Honda
switched to a single
carburettor and added the
auto-decompressor which
helped starting. The barrel also got a Nikasil
coating to aid cooling and save a little weight and
the 2-2 header pipes were made of long-lasting
stainless steel.

The last significant changes to the XR600 came
way back in 1991, when a much-needed rear disc
was added along with improved cartridge forks.
Sadly, the header pipes reverted to 2-1 in rustable
steel. Wider CR-style footpegs came in ‘92 but since
then, believe it or not, the only real changes have
been to the colours and graphics.

Legalities

As with the rest of Honda’s XR range, there are sev-
eral different versions of the 600 machine for each
model year, depending on its destination. The basic
bike remains the same but its degree of road legality
differs from country to country. The basic model is

the US-spec which comes with a single 25watt head-
light, no brake light, no horn, no speedo, no indica-
tors and a low output 80-watt alternator. It does
have a spark arrestor and very quiet exhaust though.
There is even a special California version with extra
emission control gubbins as distinct from the ‘49
state’ models. (For street legal use the Yanks have the
electric start XR650L, which is a sort of half-way
house between an XR600 and a Dominator).

Most of Europe and Canada now gets a more
civilised (and slightly heavier) ‘virtually legal’ model
with a proper glass dipping headlight, speedometer,
horn, big rear light with brake light operated off
both levers, handlebar switchgear and a left hand
mirror - but no indicators. This is the version which
has been officially imported into the UK since 1994
as ‘for off-road use only’; before that there was a
break of eight years when the XR600 was not official-
ly imported into Britain at all, but Honda UK did
import the earliest XR600s for just two years in ‘85
and ‘86.

Finally, places like Australia and Holland get a
‘fully road legal’ version with all the above fixtures
and fittings, plus indicators and different tyres. My
understanding is that there’s nothing on a standard
UK spec XR600 which contravenes Construction and
Use regulations or which would cause it to fail an
MoT, it’s just that Honda UK don't feel it’s worth
their while to get it homologated for road use. But it
is still possible to pay your money, sign a few forms
and ride away from a Honda dealer on a brand new
legally taxed and plated XR600.

As with the XR400 set up described in TBM52, all
XR600s come with a snorkel in the air box which is
easily removed for better breathing, (but whatever
you do don’t remove the metal gauze in the air-box,
unless replacing the entire filter assembly). Even the
off-road only US spec bikes (like my own) come with
a really stifling baffle in the exhaust which, if
removed, is far too loud for road or trail use. The
best solution is to remove the core of the baffle but
leave the rest of it in, which gives a good compro-
mise between noise and power. You do need to
increase the main jet size and often the pilot jet too,
otherwise the bike will be harder to start and pop
and bang when it does. There are any number of
aftermarket pipes available of course, but in the
opinion of well known tuner Bob Farnham (who has
owned several XR600s), none offers a better compro-
mise for the responsible citizen with the standard
header pipes. ‘

As for the effects on power, mine gave 31bhp at
the rear wheel standard, 35bhp with the baffle
removed and 33.5bhp with the ‘half removed’ but
much quieter solution described above. For compari-
son, a Honda Dominator only gives about 36bhp
despite having huge and heavy twin exhausts and
an extra 50cc.

Living with it

. The XR600 is definitely not for novices, either on or

off-road. Just starting it can be a major stumbling
block if you're only used to pressing buttons with
your right thumb. It's actually easy to start once you
know how, but there is a knack to it. Many’s the time
I've watched friends kick and kick my XR when
they’'ve stalled on the trail and then I've started it
first go, to their huge annoyance. You just feel for
compression, then return the kickstart to the very
top of its travel and give it a good firm boot all the
way to the bottom. Works every time when it's
warm, so long as you haven't dropped it of course. If
you have dropped it, it’s worth using the manual
decompressor while kicking it over with the throttle
open a few times, then it should start with a few
more kicks. If it’s in a bad mood, then I turn the fuel
tap off as well.

XR600s don't like being left for weeks either, but
draining the float bowl usually helps revive them
much quicker. A Splitfire plug is a good investment
too, especially on the early twin-carb models.

Once you've got the knack of starting the beast,
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the XR is the original ‘go
anywhere, do anything’ all
rounder. Almost anything
is possible on an XR600,
from touring the world to
racing in a supermoto, pro-
vided you are aware of
your own and the bike’s
limitations - and you
change the oil and filter
every thousand miles.

On the dirt, and especial-
ly if you're bold enough to
enter an enduro, it certainly
helps to be fairly beefy, not
just for starting the bike
and picking it up when you
fall off, but just for
muscling it through the more nadgery bits. The XR
actually gives a superbly plush ride - much more
comfortable than an XR400 for example, but it’s not
nearly as good through the trees.

In UK terms, it’s definitely more of a trail bike
than an enduro machine unless you're John Deacon
or indeed the legendary American Scott Summers
who has ‘defied the laws of physics! (according to
one Yank mag) with his winning ways on surprising-
ly standard XR600s for many years. Long before
doing the Dakar on a Honda UK one, Si Pavey
brought his own ‘88 XR6 over from Oz and did ral-
lies in Spain and Italy on it along with several British
championship enduro rounds. And as regular read-
ers will know, even I have survived the Welsh Two-
day and several other enduros on my own ‘91
XR600, despite suffering from very little skill and
utterly unsuitable gearing.

Gearing
Standard gearing is fine off-road, but makes the bike
very lively on the tarmac -
wheelies everywhere. I
went from 48 to 40 or 41
teeth on the rear sprocket
when I knew I had a lot of
road miles to do and ended
up with a compromise 44
rear sprocket for trail riding
and town use. Interestingly,
Si Pavey decided to stick
with standard gearing even
on the Dakar after speaking
to Oz safari veteran Jeff
Ballard who knew from
experience that you could
rev the nuts off a standard
XR and it would never
blow up, but raising the
gearing could put too
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US model has a more basic spec
than €uropcan bikes in terms of
lights and switchgear ctc...

much strain on the gearbox in racing conditions. The
standard 14/48 set-up is still good for over 90mph.

What to look out for

Nearly everyone I spoke to, from dealers to owners
always said the same thing about the XR6 when I
first asked what went wrong with them: ‘Nothing’.
Certainly my own experience bears this out, at least
as far as the engine and chassis are concerned.
Robin, the workshop manager at Honda dealers Paul
Bransons in Somerset said, ‘Apart from regular
maintenance parts like wheel bearings, and sprock-
ets we've had no problems at all. We've done the
odd piston and big end but they’ll rattle away forev-
er’. However, both discs and pads are very thin and
can wear out very quickly although my experience
of having both pad retaining pins pop out (!) seems
to be unique. Cheap aftermarket discs are available.
On the other hand my kickstart breakage appears to
be not uncommon, and I recommend the fitting of a
Mk1 Dominator kickstart in its place if you want

€uropecan bikes look much
clumsier, but are far better
specified for the road

something cheap and strong. -

Amongst all the fans of the XRé6 I did find one dis-
senting voice, that of Rally of Discovery organiser
Phil Gunn. His XR600 gave up the ghost in the
Dakar and only finished the Dubai rally after he
rode the whole of the last day stuck in second gear.
If the XR600 has an ‘Achilles’ heel’, it's definitely in
the gearbox, especially if it has got really hot. The
hard facing comes off the gears and third gear tends
to wear out first. This happened to Si Pavey’s first
XR600 and Bob Farnham discovered wear in the
same place when he stripped his own machine,
although he pointed out ‘I would never have known
if [ hadn't stripped it - the gearbox was still working
perfectly”. In contrast, Pavey had to strip his gearbox
because it was jammed and the culprit was a piece of
swarf which had lodged in the selector mechanism.
One way of taking some strain off the transmission,
especially with a tuned motor, is to fit a Dominator
clutch basket and primary drive gear - and this actu-
ally comes as part of the official HRC 628cc hop-up
kit. This makes the gears spin faster, reducing their
load. The standard XR6 clutch is actually very robust
if you leave the motor standard (unlike early
XR400s) - I never touched mine in nine years of
ownership.

Tuning

Apart from Honda’s own big bore kit, there are any
number of tuning parts available for XR600s - that
subject could be a whole article in itself. But the con-
sensus all around the world is that the XR600’s ‘bul-
let-proof’ reputation does not apply to tuned motors.
The XR400 seems to withstand tuning better and the
younger engine does seem to have benefited from
the extra decade of development since the XR6 was
designed. Bob Farnham recommends leaving the
motor standard for longevity (which is how Scott
Summers rides his), and advises against using a hot
cam for off-road use because it spoils the lovely low-
down ‘oomph’ which is the 600’s trademark. If you
want ‘more of the same’ just increase cubic capacity,

and it is possible to take an XR600 all the way out to

660 by using a Dominator barrel.

For off-road use, I would tune the chassis before
the engine and again, there’s a plethora of parts
available to improve both handling and looks. The
standard rear shock is remarkably good, but the
front end will benefit from a fork brace (eg Scott
Summers) and different springs (eg Eibach, Race
Tech) and thicker oil if you're a big boy (or girl). I
strongly recommend fitting a set of frame guards
and a bash plate from brand new - they’ll keep the
paint on your frame and stop the lower frame rails
being squashed flat by the XR’s bulk. Talking of
which, the sidestand mounting bracket is liable to
break off eventually and the back of the frame
should be reinforced XR650L-style, if you're plan-

ning to really load the bike up for overlanding. The
standard bars will bend the first time you drop the
bike - take your pick of the aftermarket choice.

Buying one

I was shocked to discover that the last Honda UK
recommended retail price for the XR600 was no less |
than £4,950 but that was about 18mths ago before
the price cuts which lopped over a grand off the sim-
ilarly priced CR500, for example.

Since the advent of the XR400 no one in their right
mind has ever paid more than about four grand for a
new XR600 and even two year old ones can be had
for as little as £2,500. However, there’s a ‘floor price’
of about a thousand quid for most big bangers, no
matter how old or decrepit they are, and as one of
the most desirable of the lot, you'll be lucky to get
even an early XR600 for less than £1500 from a deal-
er. A friend of mine paid £1800 for his 1987 model
only a couple of years ago. Robin at Branson’s said,
‘They're very scarce and they hold their price very
well’. With the price of Honda spares I'd be inclined
to pay more for a later, low mileage machine in good
condition than something old and tatty that needs a
lot of work - but I'd say that about most dirt bikes.

* Finally, a word of warning; if you're a bit of an
armchair dirt bike enthusiast and just fancy an
XR600 for posing around town and pulling wheelies
on, don’t do it! The lack of electric start will drive
you crazy when it conks out at the traffic lights and
the total lack of anti theft devices (not even an igni-
tion key) will make you permanently paranoid every
time you park unless you're happy to carry around a
chain that weighs nearly as much as the bike. Buy a
Dominator instead.

Conclusion
As an all-round, do-anything dirt bike the XR600 is
hard to beat. It's no longer the best machine for any
particular activity but it’s a ‘jack of all trades’ which
will provide years of reliable service with the barest
minimum of maintenance. Keep an eye on the pads,
discs and wheelbearings and change the oil and fil-
ter regularly and a standard XR600 will never let
you down on the road or trail and I should know! In
nearly nine years of ownership I only once removed
the spark plug (to replace it with a Splitfire) and the
tappets were only adjusted twice.

If you've got a bit of muscle, a bit of nerve and a
bit of skill, an XR600 will reward you with big
wheelies and big fun for years on end.

Thanks to:

Robin at Paul Branson's, Yeovil: 01935 474998; Bob
Farnham Tuning, Kent: 01580 893577; Gary Taylor at
Aye Gees, Welling: 0208 856 4273; Richard Alexander at
Tippetts of Surbiton: 0208 399 2417; and my mate Alan
Seagrave at Surrey TRF.
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to the much-loved 350? Only one way to find out...

ou’ve probably never heard of me and It had done 6000 road miles, and was

unless you're into roadbikes, quite rightly mint. I rode it a bit, put it in the garage,
50. Let me introduce myself: My name is and forgot all about it. Until, in my

Hearn I'm a lucky git having been a motor- Vague capacities as road test editon for H..
journalist for nearly five years. It's a bril- PerformancelBECCRNEIEJEHIINE 8

iant thing to do for a living, obviously, wouldn't Magazine, I had P =
do anything else, best job in the world etc. - .4

But a curious thing’s happened over time; the i
passion for road riding, which as a young shaver
burnt so strongly in me, has slowly ebbed. Road
bikes, no matter how new, fantastic, fast, and
sexy have become work, a job, almost. Still a
good job, obviously, I'll not pretend otherwise,
couldn’t really.

Anyway, what I'm leading up to in a round-
about (and shambolic) way is this; three years
ago a ‘94 Suzuki DR350 came into my possession.

to the whole green lane deal. I was absolutely
useless, obviously, but the crack, good company
and sheer unadulterated joy of slithering around
beautiful parts of the countryside without fear
of points on licence and mindless car drivers
re-ignited a flame which, perhaps, had needed
a bit of a stoking.

In the course of a solid year’s green laning I
got to know that DR350 well. I loved its stoic
crashability and bombproof reliability. The engine
and chassis would help you out, if it could, even
in the face of stunning incompetence and idiocy
(both of which' T possess by the tubful). I didn’t
like trying to kick it into life after the usual -
Monks’ Trod somersault and face#plant, nor its
occasional sulks when it wouldn’t start at all
unless you ignored it for half an hour and leapt

n it, taking it by surprise. But as I got a bit better
Ijust grew bored with it. So I sold it, in the end,
~ and part-exed an arm and a leg against a brand
\ new Honda CRM250AR.
Right. I've got to the point of this intro. Suzuki
invited me to test ride their new DR-Z400S - the
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fully road legal trailbike version of the DR-Z400E
tested in TBM54 (last month) - in sunny
Fuerteventura. In my professional capacities as a
bike journo, fledgling bog rat and ex-DR350
owner how could I refuse? Be rude to.

Now Fuerteventura’s not at all like the UK.

It’s a volcanic island for a start, which means
jagged rocks everywhere, lots of sand (dunes,
scrubland) and loose cinder/shale and fire roads.
I received my German-spec white/blue DR-
Z400S with eager arms, smiled quietly and
scurried off to spend an hour or so poring over
it in detail, to see just what it was about.

It's no featherweight, I can tell you that, just by
pushing it about. The Suzuki bumph says that the
road equipment bolted to the DR-Z400S adds
13kg over the DR-ZE's claimed dry weight of
119kg. The NASA-calibrated TBM scales weighed
the DR-ZE in at 137kg fully wet - and I reckon the
trailbike’s gotta be pushing the mid-to high 140s
or thereabouts.

But there’s a lot of gear that can go straight in
the bin; the cushioning rubber inserts in the
serrated footpegs, the pillion pegs, all the usual
gubbins. Usefully the rear light unit/number-
plate/indicators bolt off in one go. Some stuff
you can’t do much about - the 10L petrol tank’s
steel rather than the plastic of the enduro bikes,
the exhaust header pipe is 3.2mm smaller in
diameter and 0.2mm thicker, and the left hand
radiator has a cooling fan. Unless you spend a
fortune (or can be bothered hacking it about) that
lot’s going to stay where it is. Oh, and there’s a
steering lock welded onto the headstock, just like
the old DR.

If you've owned a DR350 then you'll approve
of some of the detail work Suzuki have put into
their new bike. Getting oil into a DR350 could be
a tricky manoeuvre, as the filler’s sited on top of
the frame spine near the headstock but also part-
ly obscured by the petrol tank. The DR-Z’s orifice
has been re-sited, and sits on the right hand side
of the headstock. Now you can get to it without a
funnel - no more oil over the floor. Both brake
and gear lever are blessed with foldable tips, sen-
sible, and the LCD dash has two trip meters (that
you can add/subtract to and from), a clock, timer
and stopwatch as well as digital speedo. I must
confess its unblinking cleverness easily defeated
me, but then I couldn’t be bothered to read the
handbook. And I'm quite stupid.

The left hand sidepanel is held on with three
quick release Dzus fasteners, and getting to the
air filter is quick and easy. The panel’s also the
airbox lid, and a bit fiddly to get back in just the
right place - two practice runs though and I had
it cracked. A couple of niggles: the enduro bike
has grease nipples on the swingarm, the trailbike
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doesn’t and while the trailbike does have an ally
sump guard it does without the extra plastic
guards of the racer which bolt onto both bottom
frame rails and protect the water pump and
generator cover. The threaded lugs are there,
and the guards will be available separately.
Should be standard, really.

Presumably you know the DR-Z400 engine’s
basic spec. If not, or if you've forgotten here
y’are: it’s a dry sumped (oil capacity 1,71) 398cc,
liquid cooled, four-valve single with bore and
stroke of 90x62.6mm (a short stroke motor).
There’s no kickstart on the trailie, only a button
and automatic decompressor. Instead of the
Keihin 39mm flatslide carb fitted to the enduro
bikes, the DR-Z400S has a 36mm Mikuni CV, and
compression ratio is lowered from 12.2:1 to 11.3:1
by the simple use of a thicker base gasket. The
digital ignition is linked (electronically) to the
throttle position/engine rpm and adjusts its map-
ping accordingly. Gearbox has five speeds with
15-tooth front/43 tooth rear ratio (14/47 on the
enduro models).

The DR-Z400S frame is a simple tubular steel
double cradle, with rake/trail set at 27.4
degrees/109mm compared to 27.6 degrees and
114mm, of the DR-ZE. 49mm telescopic forks
have stepless spring preload and 10-step com-
pression damping adjustment, the rear shock’s
bolted to the ally swingarm via a progressive
linkage and gets preload and 26-step compression
adjustment. The enduro bikes come with 14-step
rebound on the forks and 21-step rebound on the
shock, but really compression’s what you need to
firm things up a bit if you're an aggressive or
heavier rider. Brakes? A twin-pot caliper nips a
250mm disc up front, while a single-pot caliper
does likewise at the rear on a 220mm disc.

Er, enough of all that guff, if you need more -
look in the brochure. What's it like? Well, it tucks
itself away neatly, does the DR-400ZS. I'm a with-
ered 5ft 10in, and could put both feet flat on the
floor, no problem. It doesn’t feel a big, tall bike
because it isn’t, and sort of reminded me of... a
DR350, all narrow tanked and spindly. A flick of
carb mounted choke, prod of the button (marvel-
lous) and the DR-ZS lights up easy, and settles
into a muted idle. It's quiet, very. The cable oper-
ated clutch is light, as is the buttery gearbox. It's
a great little roadbike - chugging along, easily
pulling 35mph in top and happily cruising at
75mph with loads to spare. It’s much more capa-
ble than the old DR350 in this respect, which I
always thought was a gutless old windbag on the
road, especially dragging knobbly motocross
tyres around. You know it’s a single cylinder
motor beating away beneath you, but it thraps
rather than thumps, so your fillings are safe.

New dual-sport DR-Z
makes you just want to
get on board and ride it...




This may be straying off the point a bit and not
in the rulebook, but the DR-Z400S is the new
between-trail wheelie king. A stroke of clutch in
second gear with a smooth snap of throttle and
the front wheel’s hoisted high. If you had a ten
mile stretch of tarmac you could wheelie into top
gear, and travel for ten miles. It’s perfectly
balanced, steerable and if you're not a wheelie
merchant at present, get a DR-Z400S and you
soon will be.

The first opportunity to head off-road was pro-
vided by a dried up riverbed, consisting of deep,
sapping sand and faster, firmer crust. To be fair
the Suzuki was a handful, the Bridgestone
Trailwings mounted on its ally rims being a lot
more road than off. But the engine’s strong
midrange punch saved me from having to waste
precious energy by constantly picking the thing
up. Keeping the throttle jacked open in whatever
gear (mostly second/third) and the rear wheel
driving hard, stopped the front end washing out.
But better tyres would help a lot off-road.

Snap the throttle open in second when charg-
ing a trail and it'll pick the front wheel up and
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over anything you need to avoid. Feel for what-
ever grip is available comes flooding back
through the firm seat, and when the rear tyre
does hook up the bike really drives.

On the flatter, firmer expanse of riverbed the
DR-ZS was a shedful of fun. Still not a lot of grip
from either end, but it’s one of those bikes you
can slide in big, long lurid arcs. Wanna turn
more? Stand up on the pegs, shift some body-
weight, look where you want to go, punch in a
bit more of that midrange and turn baby turn.
The steering geometry lets you get away with
murder, as does the suspension which seemed
slightly softly sprung (the shock in particular)
but beautifully damped with it. The adjustment’s
there if you think you need it. To be truthful T
was having too much fun to even think about it,
and it struck me as I was roosting about that the
DR-ZS was one of those bikes you have to work
at to crash.

So (of course) intentions truly overwhelming
capabilities I crashed it, busting one of the rear
indicators and bending the steel bars in the
process. Oh well, to be expected, and all the trail
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bikes I've owned have received these mods free
of charge. Now I fit proper bars and take any-
thing smashable off before it gets broken off.
On the loose cinder fire tracks the DR-ZS was
in its element. Plenty of poke, stable and with a
front brake both powerful and sensitive enough
to haul things up sharpish if necessary. The sus-
pension coped with the odd heavy landing com-
pletely minus drama, though that’s one of the
places you notice the weight of the bike - when
it’s airborne. That and when you think the trail
goes right but in fact goes left. Again the forgiv-
ing nature of the DR-Z’s chassis helped me out
on more than one occasion, battling on er, off-
piste when other bikes would've spat the hapless
dunderhead at the helm into the undergrowth.
I'was fully knackered by the end of the day,
but as the sun started to set I found the sand
dunes. more roosting, and one slight problem;
under real heavy loads (third gear, full throttle,
deep sand, sideways) the motor would some-
times stop dead for a second, then come back on
song. It only happened a couple of times, and to
be fair the bike I was riding had a load of
German emissions-strangling gadgets plumbed
into it, and these may have been the problem.
I asked Roger Simmons, Suzuki GB’s chief

&
ST

mechanic (and a man who know his onions)
about it, and that’s what he reckoned. I'd given it
full death all day, and it hadn’t missed a beat up
until that point.

Conclusion

Okay Fuerteventura isn’t the UK, and we all
know that bikes which feel great at a sunny for-
eign launch can feel completely different when
axle-deep in British mud. But I reckon the DRZ-S
has got too much pedigree to be a chump. If
Suzuki have learnt anything from the DR350 it’s
that if you get the design right, it’ll remain a good
seller for years to come.

So if you want a bike that you can ride around
seriously on the road/to work during the week
and get some proper green laning in at the week-
end then the DR-Z400S has to be somewhere near
the top of your shopping list. It's a lot better than
the old DR350, that’s a fact, and its mixture of
on-road civility and off-road competence make
for an excellent all round dual-sport package.

But I reckon there’s not a lot of point in using the
trailbike version of the DR-Z family as a basis for
a serious off-road racer. The enduro models are
not only a fair bit cheaper, but readily equipped
for the dirt.

Nabh, fit a pair of stronger handlebars to the
DR-Z400S, some decent off-road tyres and invest
in petrol. Lots and lots of petrol. Ride the DR-
Z400S hard, use it as it was intended - both on,
and off the road.

The king is dead, long live the King...

SUZUKI DR-Z400S

Price: £3999 plus £350 otr
Engine: Liquid-cooled, DOHC, four-valve
single .
90x62.6mm
398cc
Comp ratio:  11.3:1
Lubrication: Dry sump
Transmission: 5-speed
Frame: Steel double cradle,
alloy subframe
F suspension: 49mm cartridge forks, adjustable
preload and compression
R suspension: Linkage-type, adjustable preload
and compression
Fuel capacity: 10L
Wheelbase: 1475mm
Seat height: 935mm (36.8in)
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CLOTHING

Moose XCR Jerseys ............... £40.00
Moose XCRPants ................ £135.00
Moose XCR Jacket ............... £150.00
Moose XCR Gloves ................ £28.00
XCR - Red/Blue/Stealth

VOB MR e ey e £35.00
MooSelMiPantsys SEes SRR R £100.00
MooseiMliGloyes R e e £24.00
M1 - Red/Orange/Yell/Stealth/Blue/Green
Moose Qualifier Jersey . .....u.....u £28.00
Moose Qualifier Pants .. ........ . oo £70.00
Moose Qualifier Gloves ............. £22.00
Moose Qualifier Jacket ............ £120.00
Qualifier - Red/Blue/Stealth

Moose Quick Coat ......a. ..., ... £60.00
Sinisalo Enduro Gloves ............ £27.50
Seal Skinz 100% w/proof ........... £20.00
Porelle 100% w/proof S0cks . ... .. ... £29.99
Padded Cycling Stofts . . . . . ........ £12.00
PROTECTION

Moose M1 Chest Protector-.. ......... £90.00
Moose ‘99 Armour was £160 ... ..... £13.00
Sinisalo Foam Chest Protector . . & . . . . £40.00
Sinisalo Adult Sport Protector . ... .. . £44.00
Sinisalo Junior Sport Protector ....... £34.00
Sinisalo Kids Sport Protector ......... £28:00
Acerbis Knee Protector ............. £18.45
GOGGLES

Smith Expert Series ............ only £18.50
Smith Pro Series-Free Lens ... ... only £21.50
Sm i ar R R i s o NEW £26.00
Smith Roll Off Series . .............. £35.00
Oakley Snow Goggles .......... only £25.00
Qakley 0! Frame: . .. s s iets aiaiee o £31.00
Madison Glasses (3 Lenses) ......... £29.99
HELMETS
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Premier Jet Devil

Bell M6 H.0.T. was £260 . . ......... £190.00
Bell Moto SL Spark was £120 . ... ... £105.00
MISCELLANEOUS

Pro Clean 1L

Pro Clean 5L

Pro Care 1L

Pro Care 5L

Pro Filter 5L

R MO Ao Al o1 b bt i From £4.40
Talon Rear Sprockets .............. £22.29
Talon: Front/Sprocketst. - o e s st o £7.75
Iris ‘0" Ring Chain - Gold . .. ......... £31.50
Iris Standard MX Chain . ............ £21.99
Regina ‘0’ Ring Chain . ............. £57.50

P&P £6 Next Day

* MAIN ROAD* CHURCHVILLAGE* MID GLAM* CF38 1SB*
TEL: (0/44.3) 2/8700 FAX: (O/443) 203085

A/

EXCLUSIVE IMPORTERS OF MOOSE OFF-ROAD
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME
Please Send 50p For A Full Colour Y2K Catalogue

V7ole 10Q/Ca/4

MISCELLANEQOUS
Renthal Bars - Coloured ............ £31.50
Renthal Bars Silver ............... £27.99
Moose Steel Bars - Free Bar Pad . . . . . . £13.99
Moose BarPads . ........c.o.co0.. ... £6.46
Pro Gel Grips - All Colours . . .. . ... .. .. £6.75
Smith Grips - All Colours ... .. ........£6.45
GelMB Grips .8 = 5. .. ... 5 £4.99
Scott Hurricane Grips - Black ......... £4.20
RenthaGip Blile 7.0 L ... ...\ £5.99
Aacihis Grigire” . ... T ... ..ok £2.35
Silencer Packing - Raceling: . ......... £4.35
- Exhaust Guards - Coloured ... ..o £19.99
Gas Gas Frame Guards - CRD ,....... £39,99
Gas Gas Bash Plate - CRD..xs .. ..., .. £65.00
XR'Bash Plate - Moose . ............ £60.00
Enduro Time Card Holders ........... £19.30
Tie Downs - Raceline = Coloured . . .. . . £11.45
Petrol Tank Free Flo Vent Hoses . ... .. .. £4.85
Fender Stickers - CRIKXYZ ........... £7.75
Backgrounds - Thick setof3 ........ £11.75
Backgrounds -Thin .............. 99p each
UniversalHera - ... .. ... - ... = £8.99
Indicators - Rubber Mount ........... £9.99
FueFFilters SRasleof2 @ & L0 £2.00
Apico Air Filters
Acerbis Plug Holders ............... £1. 75
NGK'Spark Plugs 5¢ w2 = @ from £1.99
Apico SprocketBolts € e . . .22 Er. £6.60
Apico Uni Cable Repair Kit ........... £4.95
Apico Chain Rollers - Small . . . ...... .. £6.59
Apico Chain Rollers - large ........i.. £6.59
Apicoifl Biiftons . ........... & from £7.15
Raceline Kill Buttons . .. .... .« ... .. £3.50
Apico Brake Pads - All makes:........ £14.99
Apico Brake Pins - Front/Rear . ........ £3.50
Apico Forged Clutch & Perch .. . ... ... £18.50
Raceline Cast Clutch & Perch ......... £6.30
Moose Alloy Brake/Clutch Levers . . . .. .. £6.46
Moose Levers with Grip - Pair ........ £20.84
Moose Race Pack BumBag ......... £42.50
Moose Rear Fender Tool Bag . ........ £24.00
Acerbis Six Days BumBag .......... £49.25
Acerbis Rear Fender Tool Bag . ....... £24.95
Camelback 2L Drink System ......... £42.50
Camelback 1L Drink System ......... £24.99
Camelback Big Bite Valve ............ £5.00
NEW! NEW! NEW! NEwW!

Y2K BHR 200 Page Colour Cataogue, The First OF ffs Kind In The [T]
Off Road World, Packed With Products From The Top Brand Names In :U
Motorcycling. All For Only £5. Retundable On First Purchase Over £/100

PLASTICS
Acerbis DHH2 Headlight
Acerbis DHH Twin Headlight
Acerbis DHH Single Headlight .. ... ... £509:25
Acerbis HP Headlight

‘ ’SUZUKI

M/X TO ORDER

~ XL1255°C

CRM 250(AR)  £3999 B8 g4 kDX 220(SR! .

XR400R £3999 |8 g5 KLX25[]((5 ) gg:g ‘

XR600R £3999 | L0 2 Ereaod )

NX650X £3999 .

CRM 250(AR) FR  £3399 |

CRM 250(AR) FR £3599 | Sty |

CRM 250(AR) FR £3699 | 230 LANZA  £3699 |

XR250R  FR £2399 | |

XR250BAJA FR £2599 | XT225 LANZA  £2999

CRM 250 MKIIl ~ £2099

XLR250R £1899 XT225 SERROW FR £2599 |

LX250DEG £1699 XT225 SERROW FR £1899

XLR250BAJA  £1899 | XT225 SERROW FR £1699 |
£1799 TT250R FR £1899

CRM 250 MKII

£1999 || 98 250 SHERPA

£2499

TS125ER ‘L
DR125S ‘'’
DR200 DJEBEL
DR250 DJEBEL
RMX250S

| HUSQVARNA

XT225 SERROW  £3199 | ©

£3699 |

TE610
SM610 £3699
TE410 £3499 |

e

Fras s
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MOTO-X MOTORS

! 29/31 ASHTON RD, OLDHAM, LANCS
\ SALES: (0161) 652 7393 SPARES: (0161) 624 2313 _

KX125  £3299
KX250  £3399
RM125 £3399
RMZSU £3599

SaxlauVou N3AZ IWODTIM X/d

d3ILNVM SsSIDIIa

e
VISA

Acerbis Flag HandGuards
Acerbis Mounting Kit for Above ........ £7.1 5

T
Acerbis Rear Enduro Light . . ......... £23.99 U)

TAL

DISCS - WHEELS CLUTCH BASKETS
NEW! -
‘BRAKING’ BRAKE DISCS & PADS

| OVERSIZE DISCS & SUPER MOTO DIsCS

SOLE IMPORTER FOR

ON ENGINEERING LTD

Tel: (01935) 471508 Fax: (01935) 431825

Email: sales@talon-eng.co.uk

Acerbis Rally Brush Handguards . . . . .. £39.99
Acerbis Rally Pro Handguards ........ £50.00
Acerbis 1L Cannister - Bar Mount . .. . . £16.35
EBEERIS Ol DOSEN . it 5ivs w6 s e w v oin o £4.00
Acerbis Frame Protectors-XR ... ...... £25.50 -”
Acerbis Bash Plate-XR ............. £45.00
Acerbis Disc Covers-XR ............ £3690 ]
Full- Range of Acerbis Products Available

TYRES -
Michelin

$12 (soft) MXRear Tyre . 1+ ... from £43.75  []]
M12 (med) MX Rear Tyre ... . ... from £43.75

H12 (hard) MX Rear Tyre ... ... .. from £43.75 Z
Front MX Tyres - All Compounds ... ... £34.50
Enduro Comp 3 Rear (FIM) ...... from £48.00
Enduro Comp 4 Front (FIM) ... ....... £41.50 D
Pirelli

MT 1(Road Legal) ............ from £48.75 |—
Vee Rubber-MX Tyres

VRM 109 4.00x18 ................ £25.00 _<
VRM 109 4.50x18 ................ £28.00

NRM 109 4.50X17 ... oo o va soe e snn £31.50

VRM 140 80/100x21 .............. £25.50

VRM 140 100/100x18 . .. ........... £26.50
VRM:140 1:10/100X18 - iy St £28.50 Z
VRM 140 120/100x18 . . . . ..o ovv £30.00

VRM 140 100/90/19 .. ............. £32.50 >
VRM140 110/90x19 ............... £33.00

VRM 140 120/90x19 .............. £3550 __
Heavy Duty Inner Tubes-All Sizes . . . . . . . £9.99
GAS GAS

Enduro & pecialist Dealer
Y¥2K EC 200

EC 250 ONLY 43875

EC 300 jj
IN STOCK TODAY!

(€ F—

NEW! NEW! NEW! NEW! D

HOME OF

WIND(\S

SPORTMOTORCYCLES
GE'I' RESULTS

CORNER

“OFF ROAD"

Experience

A‘;‘PHONE OR FAX: FOR INFO PACK
Tel: (01455) 842922 Fax: (01455) 841503

7/8 Moat Way, Barwell,

http:

Leicester, LE9 S8EY

//www.windycorner.co.uk

BIKE

MOTORCYCLE CENTRE

%{\%@ %ﬁﬂﬁﬂ‘\i\; ‘\;\m

NEW & USED BIKES
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES
GENUINE & PATTERN PARTS

XLR 250s
KLX 250s
TT 250s
SERROW'’S
XR400s

TT600Rs
HUSKY 610E

& MUCH MUCH MORE
CALL FOR DETAILS

190-192 WEST STREET, BEDMINSTER, BRISTC
Sales/Mail Order: (0117) 966 111

SMITH =)
scomLzs @c‘astml

+ LOTS LOTS MORE

Expansion in progress,
business as usuval

Fax: (0117) 987 9800
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Northern
Competition
Motorcycles

West Yorkshires NO1 Trail & Enduro Centre
Year 2000 Main Agents

WS A, YNG.

YEAR 2000 &wr=3#7u= CLOTHING IN STOCK
LOOK GOOD STAY DRY
LARGE SELECTION OF NEW AND USED
JAP/EUROPEAN MACHINES

Enduro Regs Trail ride outs etc
For your FREE info Pack and Brochures Contact Paul or Aidy

TEL/ FAX 01274 680505

615 Bradford Road, Birkenshaw, Bradford,
West Yorkshire BD11 2AU

SS sfémpsw;}ﬂ 50p piece wi

4\\ 8
receive your FREE catalogue Q!L&Lz X 1st
)

ur name and

Website: www.dirtworld.u-net.com

THE CCM SPECIALISTS

YEAR 2000 BIKES IN STOCK NOW
DEMONSTRATORS AVAILABLE

SUPERMOTO EXPERTS!

WE BUILD, TUNE + RACE THEM

WHATEVER YOU NEED
WE CAN DO IT
ROAD OR RACE

WE CAN BACK IT UP

ACERBIS * PIRELLI » PREMIER * SIDI »GAERNE ¢ PUTOLINE  APICO
* BRIDGESTONE * BELL » ALPINE STORES  TALON » AX0

irtworld Ltd, Unit 16, Fall Bank Industrial Estate,
Dodworth, Barnsley, South Yorkshire S75 3LS
Tel: (01226) 244770 Fax: (01226) 244554
I mile from junction 37 off M1

Eurotek
KTM YK2

THE NORTH’S NO1 KTM DEALER
2000 MODELS IN STOCK NOW POA
KTM CARBON FIBRE EXHAUST
GUARDS, ALL SIZES £45
KTM ENDURO SKID PLATES,ALL SIZES £69.99.
KTM CLUTCH DEFENCE SYSTEM £24.95
FULL RANGE OF KTM PARTS & ACCESSORIES IN STOCK!
BIGGEST SELECTION OF BOOTS, HELMETS, GOGGLES & MSR
GORTEX CLOTHING IN THE NORTH.
16 CAMPHILL CLOSE, DALLAMIRES LANE,
RIPON, HG4 1QY
TEL: 01765 608209 FAX: 01765 608223

[
‘
|
|
|

Limited Supply * Arriving March = 250/400 in stock now
eposit secures for early delivery * Used machines available

YEOVIL 01935 474998

7 OXFORD ROAD, PEN MILL TRADING EST.

HONDA XR400RY RED Y2K MODEL .......cocoucumsessassessl NEW £3699
HONDA 'Y NEW MODEL NEW £4199
A TE610E 99. NEW £3499

TE410E 99, NEW £3499

SUZUKI NEW £TBA
YAMAHA TT600R 99/00 50
YAMAHA NEW £3899
YAMAHA XT600E NEW £3199
YAMAHA TT250R NEW £3450
K 1 KLX300R. £3499
GAS GAS EC NEW £3670
GAS GAS 250 NEW £2599

GAS GAS, MONTESA, BULTACO, BETA TRIALS FROM........! £2660
YAMAHA XT225 SEROW 1994

IICE SALES, PARTS & ACCESSORIES

J.A.M. SPORT LTD

WR 250 2000 POA
CATERING FOR THE TRIAL/ TRAIL/ ENDURO OFF
ROADER
FULL WORKSHOP M.0.T. SALES & SPARES
CLOTHING IN STOCK
SINISALO HEBO ALPINESTAR
JOHN ALLAWAY MOTORCYCLES

43 THE STREET, WRECCLESHAM,
FARNHAM, SURREY. GU10 4QS
TEL: 01252-725335 FAX: 01252-711617
MOBILE: 0860-240500

cles

Steve Plain

off Road Specialists

G.B. Importer of Alfer and Kramit Motorcycles
Dr K Silencers for 4 stroke motorcycles
Dr K Steering Yokes for most motorcycles
Yamaha Spares

271 London Road, Portsmouth, Hampshire
Tel: 023 92665000 extn. c15 Fax: 023 92670111

i‘ E-Mail: dist@rafferty-newman.co.uk

GAS GAS TXT 321 TRIALS 1999 £2200
HONDA X 99 ; £3100
gl g ot Spares and Accessories - Mail Order Available
@2 " VERINMOTORCYCLES eree caratonue — — [TE Phone/Fax - 01597 825817
: Phonelfax: 01403 257626
‘attests Neman | | JAPANTRAIL DIRECT

Commercial quantities suitable for small,
medium and large enterprises

Late container packs from £14,999 UK Landed
Mixed road / trail packs from £8,999 UK Landed

Integral Solutions Int'l Co., Ltd. (Japan)

(Sorry, commercial orders only. only serious start up
entrepreneurs and existing dealer enquiries will be answered.)

Tel: 00 81 3 3928 0935
Fax: 00 81 3 5991 7062 or 00 81 3 3594 0429
Email: isik@crisscross.com Web: http:/fwww.isibike.com

BIKE SPORT
NEW




EEEECE SALES, PARTS % ACCESSORIES @ EERNCE SALES. PARTS &

MLLENS PERFORVIANCE R 2 D | g

IMPORTER OF KEIHIN & MIKUNI CARBURETTORS AKTIVE REEDS ggﬁﬁugﬁﬁg T Ve

WRIE BROS 99 Catalogne lssne 21 Now ia 00 oe vat . 3 T :

BIG BORE STAINLESS FRONT PIPES - SU[RTRAPEXHAUSTS \ J\/ KTM, HUSQVARNA, EA5 EA 5 e | OR Worldwide mail order

POWER UP KITS XR250, XR400, XR600, XR650, DR350, KLX250 PLUS HUSABERG 1 /1175 /3ea 1.7 HUSABERG & XTZ AGENTS

KLX650, KTM CARBURETTORS FROM 22mm - 45mm AT ALSH ORg} RFORMANCE PARTS 2000 Bike orders now being faken RA AR YAMAHA

AIR FILTERS: WHITE BROS., KaNaRAM Al 3¢ BIG BORE KITS SALES o SPARES ¢ ACCESSORIES 4 H 9,99

THROTTLES: W AvAILAG M e A LT BRAET CAMS, UNBEATABLE PRICES e 79 M I £\ 0 SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
bt & XRa00, Whion, Xhedf® BROTHERS TITANIUM COLLETTS, | [mioN pio + Scom»Spseon » kil HIRTS FF * TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD GEAR
AVAILABLE ARG Al | SPRING TS, CARILLO RODS, | | G ICet F gy LA 99 |~ ANSWER * ALPINE STARS * SBS * ND
PR O-HEG SLENCERBE g KEEN PRICES SRAMERINS S FISTORS concr oAt (T : 9,99 ARAI ACERBIS * NO FEAR * RENTHAL.
Tel 01949 836733 Fax 01949 836734 unit 6o, Moorbridge Road, Bingham, Notts. G13 8GG MOBILE: 0956 393322 ; REIKON ¢ MSR ¢ ROCKOIL ¢ IZUMI ¢ SPES

117 Brighton Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 SNJ
TEL: 0208 399 0630 rax: 0208 296 0704

e-mail: motoward @cs.com
Specialist supplier of enduro & overland equipment

& e I SRS e
Q1 ORI G R C R LS
THE BEST IN WEST LONDON FOR LOW MILEAGE IMPORTS
86 Yamaha WR400 1998 Low Blue competitive enduro £2950

329 Husqvarna 610 1999 Low Serious Extras - Phone £3650
356 Honda CRM250R-3 - Low New arrival £2975
142 Honda XLR250 Degree 1991 13000km Red/white water cooled single last 1 £1775
354 Honda XL R250-2 - Low Arrive late January £1600

217 Honda NX650 Dominator 1991 38932km Red not perfect bargain price £1275
234 Suzuki DR250 1991 4712km Blue/White-Bloc start - variable height £1850

343 Yamaha XTZ660 Tenere - Low Needs TLC New arrival £1350
286 Yamaha TT250R 1993 12739km White - useful enduro £2450
347 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - Low New arrival £1925
335 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc - Low New arrival £1990

140 Yamaha Serow XT 225cc 1990 3400kms Blue/White Mk11 (Electric start) £1875

O SRS 7 4 8 8 0 00

E-MAIL: WEMOTORCYCLES@BTCONNECT.COM

2 BILL LOMAS
MOTORCYCLES

136 High St, Clay Cross, Chesterfield
NEW ENDURO BIKES
HONDA XR400 brand new ‘2000 model . ....................
YAMAHA TT600R 2000 model . . .. ............... S
YAMAHA WRA00 *99 model in stock ...............

Best of luck to Andy Winterbourne on the Optic Tunisian Rally aboard a ‘KILLER’ TT600R

TENERE

* PARTS
* RALLY/RACE PREPARATION
* BIKE SALES - THE ITALIAN JOB

TUNING
LEPAIRS/ENGINE REBUILDING
OVERLAND PREPARATION

New 2000 bikes. On the road price:

5
SUZUKIEDRA00S000Rmodell ity ol Sesi e o e
ANY OTHER MODELS, MAKE SUPPLIED TO ORDER, RING FOR QUOTE.
NEW_LOWERING KITS FOR HONDA XR400 £49.95
ALL IN STOCK ¢ ALL PRICES ON THE ROAD

ALL MAKES OF BIKE SUPPLIED AT DISCOUNTED PRICES +LOW FINANCE ARRANGED , WR400 £4195 XR400 £3995
(01246) 863383 COﬂSIﬂITﬂ TT600R £3750 XR600 £3999
XT600E £3195 XR650 £44951M

£ & Endiiro B

L /\ NEW DRZ400E E&S models £3875/£4325 A

© YAMAHA YFM600 Grizzly - Savage monster 4X4TT600 engined Quad £5295 ©
Free Spare set of Bridgestone tyres with every new bike.

DAVID LAMBETH ENGINEERING
01892 668280 0850 921 570

89 Twin lamp 600 Tenere £1750, 90 TT600 £2150, 92 XR600 £1850. Plus others.




E P =, AR > CLUEBSS & TOURS

2
VISIT OUR WEB SITE ON

www.pope-motorcycles.co.uk

01700 521111

TREVOR POPE MOTORCYCLES, 57-59 FORTON ROAD, GOSPORT, HANTS. PO12 4TD

Kimm Kima Kim

F& B8 TRAILSPORT

Tyres & Accessories
by Mail Order

Bridgestone Trail & Enduro Tyres
ED02 ExcellentTrail Tyre  460-16  £34.95
EDO4 EnduroRearTyre  4.10-18  £38.50
EDO3 Enduro Front Tyre 3.00-21 £33.50
EDB61 Enduro Front Tyre 90/90-21 £34.95
ED16 Al Terrain Tyres 4.60-18 £37.50
Barum Trail, Enduro, Mx & Trials Tyres

HUGE discounts on top quality
chains, sprockets, tyres,
brakes, clothing and most parts
and accessories for TRAIL, TRIALS,
MOTO X and ENDURO in stock

C11  Awesome off-road tyre120/90-18 £36.50

TR1  Hardwearing Trials tyre 4.00-18  £32.00
Trail / Enduro ‘O’ Ring Chain/Sprocket Kits
Quality 520 chain & Steel Front and Rear sprockets

RMX250, DR350, KDX200, XR250 - £64.50

XR400, XT600, KLR650 - £65.95
All prices include VAT
Please phone for a copy of
our free illustrated price list

12101949 850530 Ganytime)

ready for immediate despatch.

SETTING THE STANDARD FOR STANDARD MACHINERY

01425 474800

UNT, HHTOVN DUSTRIL ESAT RINGHOOD, HANTS BH4 12

CARLISLE
OFF ROAD
MOTORCYCLES

KT o GAS GAS * SCORPA * BULTACO
0 ENC 0.

j1 Ay

KTM 2000 MODELS, 200 EGS, 200 EXC, 125 SX,
PRO SENIOR, 50 ADVENTURE IN STOCK
S/H ENDURO
TREG HUSABERG FE 400 E As NEw £3395
SREGHUSABERG FE 400 E urmie use £3250
97 KTM 400 SUPER COMP £2995
99  KTM 400 LC4 ELECTRIC START £3250

98 TM 125 ENDURO £1895
71 RICKMAN METISSE ISDT £995
KTM SPARES HUGE STOCK NEW TS0 QUADS PO

NEXT DAY DELIVERY CHEAPER OFF ROAD BIKES AVAILABLE
WIND CLOTHING NOW IN STOCK

147 SWAN ST, SIBLE HEDINGHAM, ESSEX €09 3PT|
Soumy MX Helmets « Silkolene Lubricants
X & Endur

TEL. 01787 460671 daestane 0 & Exkro s  sioc,
FAX. 01787 462570 Lt g et s & s

DAVE COOPER

oxe RAcks TRAILERS

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS

Car Racks £49.50 inc P&P - Van/Motorhome Racks £59.50
inc P&P - 4x4 Racks £69.50 inc. P&P

Junior Racks 50cc - 80ce Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc

Fits any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and you can still tow
with the bikerack in use! Made from 4mm British Steel tubing and mig
welded. Finished in protective enamel.

PRICE Lightboards, tie down straps also available.
usurag\fk S
TRAILERS
Single Bike

Double Biki
Treble Bike

ALL PRICES,
Quad Trailers INCLUDE VAT

DAVE COOPER
DEPT TB, UNIT 7, ERITH BUSINESS CENTRE, HIGH ST. ERITH KENT DAS 1RT
TEL 01322359393 (DAY OR EVE) & 0860 702112 (MOBILE)

Shock Repairs
All Shocks and Forks
Serviced or Repaired

Import Bikes

No Problem

Trail Bikes

Enduro, Motox, Road

Prices from £35.00 + VAT
24 hour turnaround
K&S Racing

Phone 01424 439 767
Fax: 01424 715096
.kandsracing.co.uk
Email: steven@kandsracing.co.uk

WELSH BIKE TOURS

We can show you the Wales
only the Welsh have come 1o
know, Majestic scenery, with
untame mountains, hike suck- OFFER THE M
ing hogs, steep valleys, twisty ARIED WEEKEND RIDE OUT
trails open moors ani forest OU HAVE EVER EXPERIENCED
tracks, with a new challenge A 0
round every comer. kg, LEAFY GREEN L/
A superh weekend break. BIKE E/ BO
Go on spoil yourselr. N5 S THCLE A
Call for information pack PHO OR INFO P2
01978 842507 :
www.wht.krcnet.com

I RAIL RIDINC ;'u

MR BEARING DISCS

SOLID REAR DISCS
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED FOR TRAIL RIDING AND ENDUROS
DRAMATICALLY EXTENDING THE LIFE OF PADS

XR250

XR400

XR600

CRM 250

KDX 200/220

KLX 300

GAS GAS 200/250/300

ALL DISCS £45
INCLUDING VAT POSTAGE AND PACKING

TEL: 0114 2510836 FAX: 0114 2489715 MOBILE: 07971 635228

Get
Results

To advertise here call
(01225) 426600 today.

Excellent trail riding in
spectacular scenery.

Explore mountain passes
& deserted beaches.
Accommodation & meals in old
farmhouse + 1 night beach camp.
Join a group or bring your mates
for a fun, relaxing holiday.

Phone John or Sarah
for more details
0030 821 61734

0030 932 396762

E SALES, FPARTS, CLUES & TOWERS

e
Quality, Safety, Style
| ‘OFF ROAD BIKES, ROAD BIKES, RACE BIKES
| QUADS, SCOOTERS & SPECIALS.
CONTACT GILES WALKER
NATIONWIDE DELIVERY ARRANGED. AREA STOCKISTS S.EAST & S.WEST

WALKER ENGINEERING

P.0.BOX 100, HALIFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE
| TEL: FACTORY 01422 345568

E OUT OF HOURS: 0973 885815 FAX: 01422 348212

NORWEST TRAILS
TEL/FAX: 01599 534353

www.nweoast.demon.co.uk

| TEST YOUR OFF ROAD RIDING SKILLS TO
| THE LIMIT ON OUR EXCLUSIVE SCOTTISH
“ HIGHLANDS MOUNTAIN TRAILS

'ACKAGE INCLUDES:
e 2 FULL DAYS GUIDED TRAIL
| 3 NIGHTS B&B INC. ALL MEALS
[ * BIKE HIRE AVAILABLE

PHONE FOR MORE DETAILS

GOT A TRAIL BIKE?

DON’T KNOW
WHERE TO RIDE?

The Trail Rider’s Fellowship (TRF) would be pleased to
take you out for a day’s green lane riding in your own area
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

(We promise to be gentle if you are a novice)

To find your nearest group send a 9"x 5" SAE to:-

Colin Patient
14 Ryecroft Close, Woodley, Reading, Berks. RG5 3BP

TEN N
TROAD - WORLDWIDE
Serious fun in Nevada, Baja, Costa Rica,
Ecuador, Peru, New Zealand, Australia,
Thailand, Morocco, Andorra, Libya.
Plus the world’s widest choice of road tours and
hire, from Harleys in the USA to Enfields in the
Himalayas, with the UK specialist.
For more information contact David Grist at H-C Travel
16 High Street, Overton, Hants RG25 3HA
Tel: 01256 770775 Fax: 01256 771773

Ltp /Twww.hctravel.com email: david@hctravel.com

a

go SC T ravels ol foryolrtnancalondiesal protecaon

Wiltshire Trail Tours Ltd.

Got a trail bike but don’t know where to ride?

Let us show you the West Country and ride the many varied
green lanes and byways on a Wiltshire Trail Tour.
We operate tours all year round and cater for all abilities
from novice to expert. Our experienced tour guides will show you
all types of terrains and have excellent local knowledge.
| Facilities include:
Drying room; Use of jet wash; Secure parking for bikes and trailers.
Accommodation can be arranged.
L Booklnas taken for the day, week, etc - you choose.
“lephone or Fax 01225 782037 for bookings or more details and ask for Andy or Jez, or
Email: andy.rowett @virgin.net or write to:
Wiltshire Trail Tours Ltd, The Old Tannery, The Midlands, Holt, Wiltshire BAI4 6RW

Vit not Vm( us on our s”ko’ene ﬁ\

vebsite POWERSPORTS —
W, rralltours.co.uk LUBRICATION ~ ™ FUCH/ S @ L

YEAR 2000

ENDURO BIKES
AVAILABLE NOW

HEBO Pi1 ARAI SCOTT

phone for best price

CALL GARY RICKS
01708 862828
after hours 07801 978768

Motorvation Unit 17 Breach Road
West Thurrock RM20 3N

FREEPOST




Suzuki DR350 Enduro, 1991, powder coated
frame, new discs, pads, bearings, Renthals,
tyres, serviced regularly, low mileage, £1450;
also DR600 forks, £50. Tel Sam on 0130 661
1205 (Surrey)

Yamaha 250 ex-Sartin, 1995 reg’d, re-plated,
Wiseco, gearbox overhaul, Talons, powerful,
many spares, large tank, Gripper seat, pads,
gaskets, rings etc, £1650. Tel Ashley on 0128
582 1677 (Glos)

Suzuki DR350SET, e-start, yellow/white,
1997, P-reg, 1700m, Renthals, Acerbis, DHH
light, Barkbusters, frame guards, alloy sump
guard, £2200. Tel Don on 0147 470 5771 (Kent)
Suzuki DR750 Wasp enduro, long distance
trial, vge, ready for competition, £1350 ono or
p/x for side-car. Tel Richard on 0168 662 9985
(Powys)

Yamaha DT125MX, 1989, T&T, standard bike,
engine overhauled by ARD Racing, new
exhaust etc, two previous owners, £750. Tel
(eves) on 0191 567 9004 (Sunderland)
Yamaha XT600EA, 1991, H-reg, 17,500m,
immac cond, £2000 spent on stove enamel
frame plus spares, operation forces reluctant
sale, sensible offers only. Tel David on 0148
287 2708 (E Yorks)

Suzuki DR350R Enduro, 1994, L-reg, T&T,
FMF pipe, Renthals, O-ring, brush guards,
frame protectors, maintained to high stan-
dard, vvgc, £1895 ovno. Tel 0149 336 9956
(Norfolk)

Kawasaki KLX250G, 1996, P-reg, trail use
only, good cond, many extras, details avail-
able, £2300 ovno. Tel Chris on 0191 237 6219
(Tyneside)

Suzuki DR400, MoT, many new parts, classic
insurance, reliable & fun, £600 ono. Tel Chip
on 0181 690 5072 (London)

Honda CRM250 Mk3, May 1997, 2000m, EMF
exhaust, Renthals, Acerbis, alloy sumpguard,
trail gearing, all original parts, immac, £2595
ono. Tel Nick on 0181 532 2520 (London)
KTM 250EXC, 1998, WP suspension, new c+s,
1500km only, mint cond, extras, may $wap for
KLX300R. Tel Colin on 0174 063 1170
(Cleveland)

Kawasaki KDX200SR, G-reg, MoT, Ceet
graphics, /seat, Acerbis extras, Autolube,
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clean, attractive bike, £1595 or may swap for
TTR250, why. Tel Robert on 0181 502 5279
(Essex)

KTM 300EXC, P-reg, MoT, vgc, recent re-coat-
ed barrel & Wiseco piston, UFO lights. Tel
Chris on 0468 986543 or 0152 522 2365 (Beds)
Yamaha IT490 Enduro, 1985, all new parts,
original cond, engine re-built, £1250 ono. Tel
Stephen on 0147 250 9101 (Lincs)

Honda XR400, 1999 model, S-reg, exc cond,
tank cover, low mileage, £2850, no offers. Tel
0137 346 3253 (Somerset)

Kawasaki KDX250, J-reg, T&T, new tyres,
Renthals, good bike, green lane use only,
£1400 ono. Tel Andrew on 0120 042 8135
(Lancs)

Kawasaki KDX200G, 1991, H-reg, Jap import,
T&T, usd forks, new tyres, shock serviced,
vgce, very reliable, ready to go, £1295. Tel Dan
on 0173 286 3736 (Kent)

Honda XR600RW, 1998, R-reg, vgc, new rear
tyre, recent c+s, frame, sump, hand guards,
Renthals, £3000 ono. Tel Simon on 0177 371
3188 (Derbys)

Can-Am 175 qualifier, 1980 twin shock
enduro, Y-reg, exc cond for year, little used,
£395. Tel 0127 589 2649 (Bristol)

Honda XR600, 1994, M-reg, 6000k, recent
brakes , bearings, tyres, Supertrapp, bash-
plate, optional indicators, good cond, £2200.
Tel David on 0117 985 2728 (Avon)

Yamaha DT125R, black/green, 1991, H-reg,
T&T, recent c+s, disc pads, good tyres, tidy
machine, £995. Tel Dave on 0180 381 2940
(Devon)

Honda XR400, UK bike, 1999, exc cond, £3050
ono. Tel 0121 355 2122 (B’ham)

Armstrong MT500, 1986, C-reg, MoT, inc
some spares, £850; also Yamaha XT350, 1993,
M-reg, MoT, £1900 ono. Tel Alex on 0148 235
1381 (Hull)

Honda CRM250 Mk3, 5500km, vgc, recent
c+s, tyres, DEP pipe, brush guards, Renthals,
house purchase forces reluctant sale, £2595
ono. Tel 0797 109 1818 (Derbys)

Honda XR250, 1992, T&T, vgc, £1000. Tel
Richard on 0121 445 5644 (W Mids)

Suzuki TS250X, 1987, MoT, 16,000km, engine
rebuilt, new bearings & rings, handguards,
ideal beginners trail bike. Tel Don on 0189 254
2098 (Kent)

Honda 650SLR, black, S-reg, 1200m, vgc,
£1900. Tel Robert on 0189 265 3386 (Sussex)

jonda XR400, June 1998, taxed, 24,000m,
FIRC kit, Talon hubs, spares, bashplate, brush
cuards etc, £2650 ono. Tel Mike on 0152 575
3986 (Beds)
Honda XR400, 1999 model, as new cond, very
little road use only, must be seen, £3200 ono.
Tel Jason on 0142 047 5881 (Hants)
Suzuki DR350SEW, 1998, R-reg, 1000m, com-
pletely standard bike, immac cond, £2550. Tel
Simon on 0189 265 3695 (E Sussex)
Suzuki RMX250X, 1999 model, fully road
legal, 1500m, never raced, exc cond, injury &
wife forces sale, £2400 ono. Tel Chris on 0163
75 0978 (W Glam)
amaha YZ250, 1981, air cooled, monoshock,
nany new parts, very fast, good cond for
ear, £500. Tel Stephen on 0169 165 4115
shrops)
suzuki TS200R, 1989, T&T, Renthals, new
res, DEP, £1400 or swap for XR400, XR600 or
gbore DR350 enduro. Tel 0172 551 3472
Wilts)
londa CRM250AR, 1998, 4500km, hand
;uards, frame, sump, h/light guards, well
aintained, good cond, £2900. Tel 0181 556
183 (London) :
I'M 300EXC, 1998 model, well looked after,
2275. Tel Andy on 0175 763 8549 or 0850
14806 (N Yorks)
awasaki KX250 Enduro, 1989, MoT, new f/r
ispension, full engine rebuild, road reg’d,
ew bearings, guards, Renthals, O-ring chain,
350 ono. Tel Ainsley (eves) on 0160 873 0026
Jxon)
Yamaha XT600, H-reg, T&T, complete profes-
ional rebuild from wheels up, too much to
list, details available, £2000 ono. Tel Graham
on 0192 677 3546 (Warks)
Honda CRM250 Mk2, blue/white, 1993, K-
reg, T&T, 4100km, road use only, Renthals,
Mugen exhaust, immac cond, £1895 ono. Tel
John on 0193 322 9162 (Northants)
KTM L4, 1999, silver/grey, used as road
bike, mint cond, £3300 ovno. Tel 0178 524 3805
(Staffs)
Tonda XR600, 1995, Acerbis handguards,
Renthals, well looked after, must go, hence
-1700. Tel Paul on 0134 271 7182 (W Sussex)
amaha XT600Z 1V]J, elec & kick start, 1988,
H-reg, T&T, 36,000m, new clutch, rear shock,
tainless exhaust, overland trip cancelled,
Must go, £1300 ovno. Tel Henry on 0118 962
307 (Berks)

Kawasaki KDX200, 1996, perimeter frame
model, Renthals, handguards, new bearings,
rear wheel, good cond, £1750 ovno. Tel Steve
on 0199 264 0498 (Herts)

Yamaha TTR250, elec start, 1998/99, £2500;
also Yamaha WR200, 12 mths old, ready to
race, £1800; and Yamaha WR250, 1998,
absolutely mint, £2500. Tel 0168 641 3324 (Mid
Wales)

Yamaha TM125E, 1997, exc cond, Pro-Circuit
silencer, Renthals, hand guards, little use,
£1400 ono or p/x for XR400; also Suzuki
TSR200R, 1992, J-reg, T&T, good cond,
enduro tyres, handguards, Renthals, DEP, exc
trail bike, £1200 ono or p/x for XR400. Tel Ian
on 0163 529 9572 (Berks)

Suzuki DR350 Enduro, K-reg, T&T, good
original cond, £1500 ono. Tel 01488 73253
(Berks)

Husqvarna 350TE trailbike, just had engine
o/h and run in, datatagged, new c+s, MXA
graphics, genuine easy starter, vgc, little used,
£2095 ono; also Yamaha TTR250, elec start, M-
reg, Datatagged, lovely cond, very very little
use by lady owner, new battery, Renthals,
Barkbusters, very low mileage, must be seen,
£2095 ono. Tel Iwan on 0129 568 0085 (Warks)
Honda XR600R-W, T-reg, 2000m, vgc, hand
guards, exc value at £2600; also large Acerbis
tank and Renthal bars available. Tel Kris on
0174 882 2567 (N Yorks)

Suzuki DR350 Enduro, H-reg, good cond,
many extras and spares, £1395. Tel Andrew on
0170 662 0723 (Lancs)

KTM 300cc enduro, J-reg, T&T, two owners
from new, good original cond, £1100 ono,
large tank available. Tel Andrew 0153 564 4975
(W Yorks)

Honda CRM250 MKk1, white/orange, T&T,
above average cond, ready to ride, £1350. Tel
Andy on 0238 046 4632 (Hants)

Honda SLR650, R-reg, UK bike, 300m, show-
room cond, £3230 ovno. Tel Adrian on 0147
640 7463 (Lincs)

Honda CR500, M-reg, MoT, used for green
laning, fast & reliable, £1800. Tel (mobile) 0589
104785 or 0123 522 3945 (Oxon)

Husqvarna 510cc, motoX/enduro conversion,
1985, unused for several years, £1000. Tel 0126
871 0946 (Essex)

Yamaha XT600E, 1991, 16,000m, Overlanding?
Excel rims, Renthals, Laser exhaust, rack,
bashguard, brushguards, road/off road tyres,
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Datatagged, garaged, £2000. Tel Ian on 0196
324 0318 (Somerset)

Suzuki DR350, white, 1999, 1300m, many
extra offroad bits, Renthals, hand guards, only
selling to buy a new DR-Z400, £2795. Tel 0152
752 3550 (Worcs)

Honda XR250R, 1999, T-reg, exc cond, main-
tained by mature caring owner, low miles,
mainly road use, very reluctant sale, £2650
ono. Tel Mark on 0192 286 5946 (W Mids)
Kawasaki KMX125, 1997, P-reg, full power,
recent rear tyre, good original cond, £1600
ono. Tel 0145 241 1695 (Glos)

Suzuki RV125 sand bike, great cond, looking
for a good home, reluctant sale, no time
wasters please, £1400 or p/x for
DR350/XR400. Tel 0171 244 1014 (London)
Suzuki DR385S Trail, 1990, H-reg, used on &
off road, lots of spares, £1200 ono. Tel 0181 304
8565 (Kent)

KTM 620 Super Competition, 1998, 1500km,
full WP suspension, immac, £3300. Tel Phil on
0115 922 5693 (Nottingham)

KTM 125LC, 1999, UK model, e-start,
Autolube, only 600m, just serviced, new
MT21s and handguards, as new cond, spare
road tyres, £1795 ono. Tel Steven on 0154 337
6980 (Mids)

Suzuki DR200, F-reg, lots of money spent but
will not start, £300. Tel Lee on 0181 204 9051
(Middx)

BMW R1100GS, red, 1995, M-reg, MoT,
26,500m, never used off road, exc cond, £4350
ovno. Tel Graham on 0125 488 8974 (Lancs)
BMW F650 Trail, 1998, R-reg, BMW service
history, one owner, alarm, Datatag, Scottoiler,
gaiters etc etc, vgc, nearest offer to £3225. Tel
0125 726 3137 (Lancs)

KTM 620LC4, orange, 1997, road reg’d, green
lane use only, vgc, £2400. Tel (after 6pm) on
0178 571 3225 (Staffs)

Honda CRM250 Mk3, 1994, T&T, genuine exc
cond, 10,000km, Renthals, bashplate, DEP
pipe, Barkbusters, disc guards, plus original
parts, gentle green lane use. Tel Neil on 0122
988 9149 (Cumbria)

Yamaha DT250MX, 1982, restored, exc cond,
MoT, lots spares, perfect green laner, £675. Tel
Michael on 0129 982 2783 (Worcs)

Husqvarna 610TC, 1998, bought Aug ‘98, only
raced 8 times by junior rider, not used in ‘99,
ideal for super motard, £2200; also KTM
620SX, 1998, maintained regardless of cost,
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Magura bars, new grips, decals & rad covers,
exc cond, very reliable, also ideal for super
motard, £2600. Tel Brian on 0132 734 0368
(Northants)

KTM 300EXC, L-reg, Magnum forks, WP
shock, Excel rims, new c+s, Renthals, reliable
and very fast, Tel Andrew (mobile) on 0860
789863 or 0158 245 2003 (Herts)

Honda CRM250AR, purple/white, 1999,
1000km, dry road only, Renthals + Acerbis,
absolutely as new, £3100. Tel Keith on 0152
538 3999 (Beds)

Honda XR250, elec start, 1995, M-reg, full
Japanese spec, new tyres, six speed gearbox,
digital speedo, pristine cond, 5700km. Tel
Jasper 0378 021626 (N Yorks)

Suzuki TS200R, 1991, 9500m;, enamelled
frame, Renthals, new O-ring c+s, little rocket
crying out for another good home, bargain at
£1375. Tel Steve on 0133 229 0326 (Derbys)
KTM 125cc, 1991, F-reg, good cond, lost inter-
est, £400 ono. Tel 0192 681 7910 or 0780 813
8239 (Warks)

Yamaha DT200WR enduro bike, 1998, R-reg,
low mileage, Power pipe, new c+s, graphics
and tyre, good cond, bargain at £1800 ono. Tel
Daniel on 0162 379 4867 (Nottingham)

Honda XR400, 1996, T&T, Pro-Circuit exhaust,
vgc, genuine reason for sale, £2300, consider
cheaper bike in p/x. Tel 0170 955 0800 (S
Yorks)

Honda XR400RX, T-reg, UK bike, road use
only, 600m, as new, £3400. Tel Keith on 0164
370 4047 (Somerset)

KTM 400LC4, elec start, P-reg, 1400m, origi-
nal KTM documents, low seat, registered,
taxed, spanking new cond, superlative all-
rounder, £2500 ono. Tel Martin on 0148 262
9016 (E Yorks)

Husqvarna 410, 1996, genuiune 1900km,
superb machine, 100% reliable, easy starter,
must be seen folks, just serviced, spares, £2400
ono. Tel 0161 980 3135 (Cheshire)

Honda CRM250AR, 1998, taxed, new tyre,
Renthals, Barkbusters, rear rack, never been
off road, 5700km, as new, £3450 ono. Tel Gary
on 0132 252 4242 (Kent)

Honda XL600LME, elec start, 1986, MoT, spare
set of tyres, good runner, renthals, private
number plate. Tel Rupert on 0124 523 1104
(Essex)

Husky TE610, 1998, 3500km, superb, road use
only, spare supermoto wheels, manual, £3200

non or will take CRM/KDX in p/x, can deliv-
r. Tel Andy on 0166 374 6081 (Derbys)
fonda XLR250, white/red, 1991, H-reg, MoT,
14,000km, new seat cover, hand guards,
Renthals, Supertrapp + standard exhausts,

truly exc, £1150. Tel Duncan on 0122 335 4352

(Cambs)

KTM 300EXC, 1998, S-reg, good cond, fast &

reliable, some new parts. Tel Dan on 0802

236913 or (days) on 0120 267 4554 (Dorset)

Honda CRM250R, the best around, fullpipe,

MT21, racing reeds, 2-bike trailer, house forces

sale, £1600, you wont buy better. Tel John on

1192 241 4841 (Staffs)
vprilia 650 Pegaso, black, 1997, P-reg, 7500m,
:h, one owner, T&T, vgc, stainless Arrow

pe, £2300. Tel Mark on 0126 879 5210 (Essex)
wwasaki KLX250, exc cond, enduro trim, full
;hts, horn, speedo, reg’d 1994, £1475 ovno,

) more time wasters. Tel lan on 0148 386

157 (Surrey)

onda XR350, T&T, twin carbs, adjustable

car shock, £850 ovno or may p/x for 2-stroke.

Tel Noel on 0175 284 8796 (Cornwall)

:as Gas Pampera 250, 1997, R-reg, fully road
legal, good cond, £1650; also Husky WR250,
94, L-reg, road legal and reg’d, £1000. Tel
hris on 0976 611531 or 0133 287 5049 (Derby)
uzuki DR250, elec start, grey & black, used
UK one year only, ride height suspension,
irkbusters, trials tyres, perfect throughout,
argain, £1400. Tel Paul on 0187 383 2407 (S
Vales)

Honda XR650L, M-reg, T&T, 10,000m, first
lass cond, Acerbis 22 ltr tank plus standard
ank, Dynojet, Supertrapp plus standard

exhaust, filter, £3000 ono. Tel 0190 478 8115 (W

Yorks)

Cagiva DE500, rare! Supermoto, comes with

two engines plus brand new bodywork and

petrol tank, sensible offers invited. Tel Richard
on 0122 771 2573 (Kent)

BMW R100GS, black, 1990, 37,000m, s/s

exhaust, Hagon shock, superb cond, £2795 or

might swap for elec start single ie XR400 etc.
lel 0152 473 3502 (Lancs)

‘idontesa Cota 200, 1981, original, under 400m

‘rTom new, T&T, £800 or swap for XR600 plus
ash, why. Tel 0190 478 9113 (N Yorks)

_5 amaha XT500, 1978, needs more TLC than

"ve got time to give, £1200 ono for fun bike.
lel Steve on 0860 393016 (Essex)

Yamaha XT225 Serow MKk2, blue & white, elec

start, 1992, exc cond, £1395. Tel Graham on
0147 470 6683 (Kent)

Suzuki RMX250, 1995, N-reg, superb cond,
new piston, rings, main bearings, very little
use, very well maintained, £1650. Tel Michael
on 0130 577 6904 (Dorset)

Yamaha TT600, 1989, £1500; also KTM 500 4-
stroke, 1984, £1000, both good cond, road
reg’d and ready to go, need the space. Tel Pat
on 0188 541 0757 (Worcs)

Honda XR400RX, 1999, UK model, taxed,
sump guard, all original, immac cond, £2950.
Tel Nigel on 0149 527 2451 (Gwent)

Suzuki DR350 trail, K-reg, T&T, 7000m, exc
cond, Acerbis tank, Bridgestone tyres just fit-
ted, mainly road use, alloy bars, £1600 ono.
Tel 0192 641 9957 (Warks)

KTM 540SXC, 1999, V-reg, vgc, reliable, £3500
ovno. Tel 0168 981 0457 (Kent)

Honda XR600, 1996, exc cond, FMF pipe, new
c+s, £2000, no offers. Tel Martin on 0179 289
7893 (S Wales)

Yamaha TTR250, elec start, 1993, L-reg, T&T,
stored 10 mths, bashplate, handguards, oil
cooler, new tyres, X-ring chain, pads etc,
£1995; also Honda CRM250AR, 1998, S-reg,
DEP chrome pipe, silencer, 5k kms, new tyres,
pads, chain, bashplate, handguards, Renthals
etc etc, reluctant sale, £2995. Tel Simon on
0162 273 5829 (Kent)

Honda XL250S, Michelin T61 on 21” front,
Pirelli MT17 on 18" rear, standard 23” front
with new tyre, new front mudguard, head-
brace bearings, seat cover, rear dampers, T&T,
good c+s, Renthal bars, Acerbis handguards &
headlight, recent top end overhaul & Gold Tip
plug, professionally resprayed tank & side
panels, many other spares, only used for
green laning, not ideal as commuter, £650 ono.
Tel Tim (after 6pm) on 0181 303 2168 (NW
Kent)

Suzuki DR650SE, 1996, N-reg, 8000m, Acerbis
big tank, white plastics or standard tank,
black plastics, you get both, £2000 ono. Tel
Martin on 0152 782 1287 (Worcs)

Honda CRE250, 1999, T-reg, 13 ltr tank, frame,
exhaust and sump guards, full spares kit, vgc,
£3375 ono. Tel 0130 272 2769 (S Yorks)

Husky TE350, 1995, MoT, 2000km, green lane
use only, not used for the last year, £2250. Tel
Tony on 0139 832 4082 (Somerset)

Husky TE350, L-reg, MoT, new c+s, pads,
f/tyre, piston kit, Renthals, Werx Graffix, seat
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cover, DHH, solid enduro, vgc, £1650 ono. Tel
0194 225 7383 (Lancs)

Honda XR250, 1997, R-reg, T&T, powder coat-
ed frame, anodised rims, light use only, vgc,
genuine bike, £1900. Tel Ian on 0138 644 6969
(Worcs)

Suzuki DR350SEW, 1997, 5000m, Renthal
bars, Acerbis hand guards, Givi top box, regu-
larly maintained, bargain at £1900. Tel 0152
930 3435 (Lincs)

KTM LC2 125, March 1999, vgc, derestricted,
new MT21s plus original Bridgestones, brush-
guards, low mileage, great bike, £1750 ono. Tel
0163 424 6136 (Kent)

WANTED

Wanted Husky WRK250 engine, 1989, or bar-
rel, piston and conrod kit or info on cheap,
reliable replacement, good money, cash. Tel
Andy on 0120 459 2422 (Lancs)

Wanted for Suzuki RMX250SN Trail, 1992,
Power front pipe(FMF, Pro-Circuit) and /or
tail pipe, any other performance spares for
RMX, why, cash waiting. Tel Chris on 0182 261
0788 (Devon)

Wanted MotoX kit for new starters, eg jeans,
boots, size 10 & 6, body armour, gloves, hel-
mets, also seek cheap MX bike. Tel Simon
(days) on 0170 735 3264 or 0793 155 8650
(Herts)

Wanted DT125R frame and log book, also
loom, switch gear, black body kit and DEP
exhaust system, willing to travel or pay
postage. Tel Ben on 0115 911 3916
(Nottingham)

Wanted Supermoto bike, CR500 hybrid,
XR600, KLX650 etc. Tel Martin on 0122 289
2258 (Mid Glam)

Wanted S/Moto wheels for CCM 604E, must
be in good cond. Tel Paul on 0797 152 9410 or
0128 287 0028 (Lancs)

Wanted workshop manuals for 1995 Yamaha
TTR250. Tel Martin on 0134 986 3506 (Ross-
shire)

Wanted Yamaha 225cc Serow engine. Tel 0181
249 2767 (Kent)

Wanted XT500 or SR parts or complete bike,
anything considered, your price paid, also
MotoVilla 125 for sale, 1974, restored, mint,
£675 ono. Tel Colin on 0190 955 0749 (S Yorks)
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Wanted XRV750 Africa Twin or Transalp in
exchange for KTM LC4 400, elec start, S-reg,
vgc, light green lane use only, value around
£3300. Tel James on 0182 789 3139 (Staffs)
Wanted XR600, road legal, also spares, will
pay reasonable price. Tel Jeff on 0193 222 8871
(Surrey)

Wanted workshop manual for yamaha 250
Raid, 1995. Tel Roy on 0132 537 8105 (N Yorks)
Wanted flywheel for KX500, 1991 model. Tel
Stephen on 0124 657 0639 (Derbys)

Wanted Triumph Tiger goodies, sump guard,
crash bars, Corbin, Baglux, Loud pipes, why.
Tel Bayard on 0182 261 6097 (Devon)

Wanted complete rear wheel, bash plate,
frame guards & disc guards for XR600R, 1997.
Tel Matias on (mobile) 0956 306808 or 0171 511
2652 (London)

Wanted rear wheel and brake hub for KX125,
‘85-'92, also ‘85 rear shock. Tel Paul on 0151
346 9477 (Merseyside)

Wanted KTM LC4 wheels, to fit 640
Rallye/EGS 620, include ancillaries, also inter-
ested in other spares for above. Tel Ian on
0374 800736 (Cambs)

Wanted for Honda XR200, 1980 model, com-
plete exhaust assembly, footbrake pedal, com-
plete tank assembly, kickstart pedal or a com-
plete engine and gearbox assembly. Tel Jack
on 0162 981 2986 (Derbys)

Wanted sales brochures for Honda XR600R
and XR650, any year, also for Yamaha TT600R.
A Strachan, 58 Copeman Ave, Peterhead,
Grampian. AB42 2BB

PARTS

Givi bag with porch, Gore-Tex, expedition
special, light, packs small, allterrains & weath-
er, genuine bargain, £85. Tel Pete on 0175 222
3008 (Devon)

Husqvarna mph speedo, brand new, boxed,
never used, £25 inc postage; also Marzocchi
dirtbike forks, brand new, £150 ono. Tel Nick
on 0181 532 2520 (London)

FMF race tail pipe for WR400, as new, £120.
Tel 01488 73253 (Berks) .
IT250, 1981, complete but partially stripped,
ideal restoration project or spares, £250 ono.
Tel Ashley on 0170 243 1505 (Essex)

CRD pipe, full, stainless, as new, fit WR/YZ

400, £195 ono. Tel Nick on 0117 961

768 (S Glos)
onda CRM250AR original pipe and

ilencer, brand new and unused, £100; also

riginal IRC tyres, £50 the pair. Tel Andrew on

0154 336 1407 (W Mids)

RM250, 91/92, complete clutch basket, good

cond, £50; also RM250SPES, 89/90, Power

front pipe, clean, £25. Tel Chris on 0182 261

0788 (Devon)

DEP silencer for Kawasaki KDX125 also gen-

uine workshop manual, £35 the lot. Tel John

on 0190 822 5341 (Bucks)

Nulfsport Cordura enduro jacket, blue, XL,
ardly used, as new, £40 ono, will post if nec-
ssary. Tel David on 0135 369 8711 (Cambs)

-ailer, one or two bike, spare wheel, new
res, tows well, £85. Tel 0148 327 2349
urrey)

*'R400 spares, DEP silencer, exc cond, good
-rformance, £140; front & rear wheels with
cliscs, rear sprocket, as new, £420. Tel Dave on

180 381 2940 (Devon)

railer, Dave Cooper, single bike, include
bare wheel, light board and ramp, hardly
sed. Tel Andy on 0190 837 8378 (Bucks)

Vulfsport boots, size 12, Fox elbow & Axo
nee guards, gloves, goggles, helmet, shirt etc,
[l vge, offers, space needed. Tel 0172 775 0394
{erts)
londa NX650 Dominator workshop manual
ith supplement for ‘N’ model, £20. Tel Greg
n 0128 371 3722 (Staffs)
serow XT225W rear wheel assembly, com-

plete with disc and Renthal sprocket, all in exc

cond, £160 Email: jobc@lineone.net or tel 0190

350 5609 (Sussex)

Honda XR250 forks and yokes off 1997 bike,

exc cond, hardly used, sale due to uprated

front end, £250. Tel Jim on 0796 741 3961

(Derbys)

Husky enduro bashplate and Acerbis hand

guards, were fitted to 1993 WR360; also

Barkbusters and Yamaha IT175] alloy tank.

Tel Grant on 0124 143 4166 (Angus)

Honda XR600R parts, all as new, mudguards,
ims, tool bag, complete headlight, X-ring
hain, Gold sprocket, subframe, manual and
tlencer. Tel Barry on 0178 264 4576 (Staffs)
luminium boxes and heavy duty frames spe-
‘ally built for overland trip which has been
-ancelled, so they are surplus to requirements,

£110 ono. Tel Henry on 0118 962 9307 (Berks)

Alpinestars Tech 5, new, size 7, black, not
been used. Tel 0118 977 5106 (Berks)

XR400 supermoto brake kit, 310mm disc, 4-
pot caliper, steel hose, master cylinder, gen-
uine Monnier parts, £300 ono. Tel Andy on
0118 934 5011 (Berks)

Trailer, single/two bike, £125; CTS helmet,
MX boots, size 11, Cordura jacket, trousers,
enduro tyre, 400x18, sensible offers, will split
items. Tel Mark on 0192 286 5946 (W Mids)
Kawasaki KLX650, original end can, £40. Tel
Glen on (mobile) 0780 258 4747 or 0208 505
6971 (Essex)

Bell helmet, ‘McGrath’ replica, yellow /red,
large size; Scott goggles, quick strap fitted,
cost new £320, must sell, offers. Tel (after
7pm) on 0181 386 8932 (Herts)

WP Extreme 50mm forks, 1999, 5 hrs use, will
fit KTM or any Japanese bike, includes fittings
kit, £250 ono. Tel Craig on 0114 243 9240 (S
Yorks)

Armstrong SWM frame, wheels and all brack-
ets etc, rolling chassis complete, offers. Tel
0173 675 2628 (Cornwall)

Boots, Answer GSX, top quality, made by
Gaerne, size 9, white/blue, good, £60; also
MSR enduro jacket, black/purple, worn 4
times, as new, £50; System 6 jeans/top, ‘98,
exc cond, £95. Tel 0161 980 3135 (Cheshire)
Acerbis long range fuel tank for Honda
Dominator, £100. Tel Andrew on 0163 440 1547
(Kent)

DT175, pre MX, TS185ER top ends, £250 ea ;
breaking CZ250, 1974, enduro/mx, all parts
available; wanted 1974 /75 Husky 360 top end
or engine. Tel 0196 455 1050 (E Yorks)
Breaking KX250 wheels, forks, s/arm,
r/shock, frame, plastics, electrics, clutch,
engine, gearbox, new cylinder, complete or
separate. Tel Ainsley (eves) on 0160 873 0026
(Oxon)

WP usd forks, c/w yokes, wheel spindle and
spacers, fully reconditioned, new seals, bush-
es, re-valved, suitable XR250/400, £225. Tel
Nigel on 0149 527 2451 (Gwent)

XR250/400 set of wheels with enduro tyres,
£450 ono. Tel Don (eves) on 0144 287 2538
(Herts)

Trelgo two-bike trailer, 9 mths old, very light,
£250; XR400 Acerbis tank, £75. Tel Steve on
0121 355 2122 (B’ham)
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 SUMMERS RACING COMPONENTS
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Kiwl CASE SAVER

OFF ROAD CLuTtcH CABLE
FORK BRACE RETAINER

GEAR, BRAKE

| PEDAL GUARDS FENDER COVERS

J"\ g
SUMMERS RACING Lllﬁ-hl"l
G 2

TRIPLE CLAMP 2000 CATALOGUE
HAND GUARDS £3.75

(REFUNDABLE ON FIRST PURCHASE)

WWW.RACESPECDC.

TILLERS GREEN, DyMock, GLOS.

TEL: 01531 890639 FAX: O1531 890250 E-MAIL:

GL18 2AP

SALES@RAEBESFEC.CO.UK




