-SHOW-

NATIONAL EXHIBITION CENTRE

BOOKNOW SPONSORED BY

Lloyds
PRE - REGISTRATION ﬁ\ Bowmaker
CREDIT CARD BIRMINGHAM NEC
BOOKINGS 28th OCTOBER-

01634 297129  5th NOVEMBER 1995

(credit card bookings attract a " .
50p per transaction charge) (special preview day 27th October)

W ORLUD S
1995 issue 3

PLUS £1.50
® Honda XR400!
® Two-up trailing
® Kawasaki KLR250
® North York Moors trails

To buying a
used Trailbike




What’s in store for ‘96
and a round up of
what'’s on.

Page 6

1 . Stroke of Genius
.... ' i Suzuki’'s TS200R is fun
and frolicksome in equal

measures. The crashing
begins on

Page 12

Low Job
First test of the new ‘low-
seat’ Cagiva Elefant 750
Page 40

Wales Tales

Blezard up to his old tricks
in the Welsh forest.

Part two of his report from
the Welsh Two Day Enduro
Page 20

Area View

The third part in our guide
to trailing around the coun-
try, with a look at the
North York Moors
Page 36

Free Ads
Advertise your trailbike
and spares for free

Page 62

Trail Tales

Yet more sordid goings on
in the gutter press

Page 72

Issue 3
Octobe
1995

Two’s ‘
Company
Why ride
alone when P

you can take

along a partner? Two-up trailing....
Pass the earplugs please...Page 16
One Careful Owner

Remember the Honda XR500? Paul
Blezard does Page 29

TRAILBIKE GUIDE

The definitive guide to buying a second-
hand trailbike. Facts figures and folklore.
All you'll ever need to know. Page 47

and the art of falling

TrailBike -3- Magazine




As used by TrailBike Magazine

Grasstrack
Motocross
Enduro

Ice racing

Touring

Road racing
Speedway
Trail riding
Hillclimb

Trials LEATHERS

For more than two decades MJK have supplied the professionals.
Now this experience is available to you.
For a brochure on our Nylon, Cordura and leather range contact:-

GLF Accessories

4 The Croft, Flitwick, MK45 1DL
Tel: 01525 717009
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THE DIRTY WEEKEND

% Trail riding in the beautiful Derbyshire Peak District
Five Kawasaki KLR250s 5 Five Yamaha DTR125s supplied
» Excellent bed and breakfast accommodation » Full
insurance cover i Riding gear supplied if required
Guides with 15 years trail riding experience s+ Parties of
up to eight riders welcome ¥«

All this for just £185 inclusive
Tel 01246 864370

or write to
DERBYSHIRE DIRT BIKES LTD
HOLLIS FARM, HOLMEGATE ROAD, CLAYCROSS NR
ASHOVER, CHESTERFIELD, DERBYSHIRE
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AGIVA”S NEW ELEFANT is finally with us some

10 months after its debut at last year's NEC bike
show. And despite the revisions being kept to a mini-
mum, after seven days of hectic riding | can confirm that
it's been well worth the wait. Worldwide demand for the
Elefant is as strong as ever and we were happy to be
asked to ride the first of the UK test bikes which you can
read all about, beginning on page 40.

If you've ever wondered about how
to get a recalcitrant partner
involved in your favourite sport
then turn to page 18 and read

our feature on two up trail rid-

ing - youll be amazed at

what you can get up to on a

trailie!
Getting a ride on the big
Cagiva did rather
throw out our
plans for this
month’s issue and
you will notice
that there’s
» o Honda
- XLV750R nor
80cc  enduro
bike test within

promise to bring
you these over the
~_next couple of
months.

Si Melber

Edited and produced by Si Melber. Contributors: Paul Blezard, Simon
Brighton, Dave Cornish, Leo Crone, John Keogh, Mac McDiarmid.
Distributed by SM Magazine Distribution Ltd, 0181 677 8111, Printed in
England by Wiltshire (Bristol) Ltd, 0117 976 0076. .

TrailBike Magazine is published on the first day of every month by
Extreme Publishing Ltd, Registered in England and Wales, Company No.

lllustration John Keogh

3051747. All rights reserved. All material in TrailBike Magazine is copy-
right to Extreme Publishing Ltd and may not be reproduced in part or in
full without the express permission of the publishers. ISSN 1359-0324
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XR400R!

HONDA LAUNCHES NEW MID-SIZED XR IN USA

well decide to
import the 400
next year but a
spokesman for
HE Yomssdsa
declined to
speculate on

HONDA has launched |
an intermediate sized |
version of its best-
selling XR range of |
dirt bikes. '

The XR400R which

was launched in

America this month is any future
unlikely to go on sale | plans as to |
in Britain until 1997 at whether it

the earliest. would be at |

The XR400R retains
the characteristic air-cooled, dry-sump motor in
an oil-bearing chassis, which features a
detachable rear sub-frame and suspension
from the XR600. A pair of 43mm Showa forks
give the new XR400R 11 inches of front wheel
travel, while at the rear there’s a multi-
adjustable, remote-reservoir shock, giving just
less than a foot of suspension travel - even
though the XR has a seat height just half an
inch taller than the 250 at 36.6 inches.

The engine which drives through a five speed
gearbox, displaces 397cc, from a bore and
stroke of 85x70mm, which with a compression
ratio of 9.3:1 and a 36mm.carburettor, is
rumoured to produce around 38-40hp.

With demand for HOW THEY COMPARE
the 400 expected
to be strong, as it
represents an
ideal size for both
trail and enduro
riders alike,
Honda UK, may

of the 600 model which is getting a bit long
in the tooth and remains unchanged for‘96.
XR250R

In the meantime Honda have announced a
number of changes to the XR250R, which
adopts the dry-sump lubrication of its bigger
brothers, along with a new carburettor and

number of other changes to reduce weight,
improve response and decrease rider fatigue.
For the chassis, the new XR250R retains a

subframe for easy replacement and better
access to the rear
suspension
which features an
uprated  shock.
Lightweight car-
tridge-style 41mm
forks  combine
with more radical

XR600R XR400R XR250R
249cc
6-speed
55uE
36.0”

240.3lbs

397cc
5-speed
56.1"
36.6”
256.8lbs

591ce
5-speed
573"
S763
271.2lbs

Eng
G/box
W/base
Seat ht
Dry wt
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the expense | |

freer-breathing stainless exhaust. There are a |

semi double-cradle frame, with a redesigned {
swingarm now pivoting in the rear engine | |
mount. There’s also a new bolt on aluminium §

{ geometry to help speed up the XR’s steering.
| Improvements to the seat, tank and numerous other minor
‘ details help make the new model 2.5kg lighter.
Africa Twin
Ataller screen, redesigned seat and a huge new silencer are
the most notable changes to next year’s XRV750 which also
benefits from a U-lock holder, a smoother operating clutch and
new digital transistorized ignition. Available in Sparkling Red,
Shine Silver Metallic or black, the Africa twin continues to pile
on the pounds, the new model weighing an unbelievably porky
206kg, or 20 kilos more than the four cylinder 900cc
Honda FireBlade!
Dominator .
Revisions to the
NX650 are even
less remarkable. A
subtly redesigned
fairing, stalk
| mounted indicators
and curved rear
mudguard help the
Dommie shed 1kg,
but the oddball
| cross-matched
paintschemes surely
aren’t going
to win it
Ay
friends.
Colours  for
‘96 are
Magna Red
(with Black
and Ross
: White),
e e Black (with
e Anchor Grey
metallic),
and Sardinia
Blue (with
Meteor Grey
Metallic and
W ar m
Silver).
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NEVER FORGET

The first batch of 1995
Cagiva 750 Elefants has
arrived and is being
despatched to dealers up
and down the country, with
a second batch due to
arrive shortly. No news
from the factory on the
900s yet, except to confirm
they will arrive sometime
this year!

PADDY-DAKAR!

Irish Rally of Discovery
organiser Philip Gunn has
confirmed his entry for the
next Granada-Dakar rally
beginning on 27 December.
Team Ireland which con-
sists of Philip Gunn,
Richard Fair and Vincent
Dooley will be competing
on Honda XR650s and have
christened the event ‘The
Cork to Dakar’ since they
have much further to trav-
el than most of the other
competitors. An Irishman
has yet to finish the gru-
elling event.

DAKAR II

Britain’s best hope of fin-
ishing the Dakar is current
British Four-stroke Enduro

Champion John Deacon.

36-year-old Deacon, a
Plymouth bike dealer has
obtained a factory KTM
620 Rallye with semi-works
assistance for his assault
on the world’s toughest
race, and will be detailing
his attempt in the pages of
TrailBike Magazine.




16 SEPTEMBER

WOMEN’S OFF ROAD DAY
The ideal opportunity if you're female and
want to learn to ride off road in a non-com-
petitive environment,taught by ACU-
approved female instructors. >
The event takes place at Peacock Hay MX
circuit at Stoke-on-Trent, and there will be
bikes and equipment available for hire if
AR _ you haven’t got your own. Complete
limited to a few minor modifications throughout the > : . beginners are welcome, as well as those
Strokes,.adopt the l‘ight-way-up 45mm T\'larzoéchi forkts : . , who want to brush up on their MX tech-

) s signed with a minimal Ullderhang e you .need a hire bike. Details from

ome with new fork sl whi:z ‘ » ’ : '. | Marianne Walford on 01323 899958.

Changes to next year’s Husky’s are
range. All enduro bikes includi.ng two
from the 610 model, which feature 12
a knurled knob ato h
front axle to reduce the chance of cat
according to the Husky

Showa shock has also be : onveyors for the radiators’! ) e
! s en revalved giving a slj htly lar 5 ; ors’! The rear . ; ] 16 - 22 SEPTEMBER
With the exception of the old TE410 whic, no%v b‘e(‘;lllger b : '

a new crank and piston, four stroke engine mods Sl 400 (or 399¢c) by the adoption of e . RALLY OF DISCOVERY

altered kick starter gear to aid first ti : mods are limited to minor ignition changes, and an Seven days of adventure gets under way
Overall the most obvious change isl:]he Startlng. : on the roads, tracks and trails of beauti-

all new graphics! g¢ 15 the adoption of a fluorescent yellow front mudguard and ful southern Ireland. It costs IR £250,

i | which includes all your accommodation

and meals, as well as a prizegiving and gala

evening.

If you’ve got a big trailie and can read a

map it’s the ideal way of seeing Eire with a

. . : few like-minded souls.
F TM ‘ Contact Philip Gunn on 00353 21889462.
e ’ .
Not much change for ) " . . l UETUBER

the Austrian machines HAFREN DIRT BIKE RALLY
next year except for a Like the Cambrian rally this is an event
_ change of livery, from aimed at riders of dual purpose trail

the traditional white to e | . S0t . . machinery through the glorious mid Wales
bright orange. 4 e ;

' : ) 2 - countryside.
Al two siroke enduro < A ' y , - v e of * N e : ' With a semi-competitive format (mainly
models hgwever gel ' : - T ‘ E ' 5 aihoan n; non-competitive liaison sections linking
cor:aventlonal l - : e . < 1y timed special tests), the emphasis will be on
Weoeeh magnun ' o . 1 an enjoyable day’s off roading on a mixture
fork?, i ; L . . ! . . of open countryside and forestry tracks, all
o ek .(l;her‘T f . ol o . { of which will be navigable on trail tyres.
chana;Z: :'o"ebrra:teas‘, g ; . 3 ‘ ‘ 1o . - Entry costs £30 which igcl‘udes evening
footpegs and . . . . Fefreshments, and a prizegiving. For more
engines, but information on the four . . info and a set of regs, call John Edmunds
strokes range for 96 has yet to be announced . : . . on 01597 840293.

ching on ruts, and ¢
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Praise Be

Greetings Trail Bike Mag,

Well you’ve finally done it - a
mag for those using trail bikes
for exactly what they are
meant for. Brilliant, fantastic,
awesome, and bugger me if
your first issue didn’t save me
a load of hassle and expense -
I was contemplating the pur-
chase of a KMX200 but I
have now contacted an adver-
tiser in your mag and ordered
a DTR200.

I wonder if you can also
help me with a query regard-
ing uprating the rear suspen-
sion for use in the trail bike
class of enduros. Keeping a
rear disc is imperative as I
operate the rear brake from a
hydraulic master cylinder as I
have a wooden leg!

Keep up the very, very good :

work.

All the best

Bob Middleton
Grassington, N Yorks

The Knack

Dear Si,

I’ve just received the second
issue of your mag and was
very impressed except for one
thing....... When is it going to
go to A4 size? More please, I
particularly enjoy the Rough
Guide section and look for-
ward to when you focus on
Dorset.

I have a ‘78 XT500 and
notice you describe it in
guide as a pig to start.
was almost impossible t
start from hot and I wot
have agreed with your
classification.
Recently however,
after an hour of fruit-
less kicking, I discov-
ered the knack which
you may like to pass on to
your readers.

To start from hot, kick over
once with the throttle wide
open, then kick it again with
the throttle closed and away
she goes every time.

It works

way.

Best
regards
Nigel
Saxon
Lilliput,
Poole

i information on this bike most
i importantly its saddle height.

for me any-

Dear Mr Melber,

I've just bought the first issue
of TrailBike Magazine and
found it a very interesting read

- and looking through the bike

guide I am quite interested in
the TW200 and am not famil-
iar with this bike. Is it a grey
import?
Is it possible you may have
anv

Fat-tyred fun on a TW200

I also have a liking for

Yamaha’s XT350 but am not
¢ keen on the high mudguard. Is
it possible to fit a tyre hugging
i guard to this bike in any way
to improve its looks.

Keep up the good work.

Yours sincerely
i Malcolm Smart
Enfield

You’re absolutely right the
Yamaha TW200 (the TW

stands for Trail Way by the
i way), is a grey import that’s
designed as much as a fun
i bike as a serious trail tool,
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and thanks to its fat tyres it
can cope with practically any
terrain you can throw at it.
It’s powered by a simple,
sohc, four stroke (198cc)
engine with the convenience
of an electric start, and a seat
height of just 31.5 inches. If

you want one try Rick at

R.A.P. on (0181) 452 2672 as
he’s brought in a number of
TWs, and expect to pay
around £1,600 for a ropey
one, £2,500 for something
decent and £3,400 for a brand
new one. Also watch out for
our test of the TW in the near

future.

As for the XT350 there’s no
reason why you can’t fit a low
mudguard such as one from
an XT600 without much trou-
ble.

Rack(it)

Dear Sirs,

Congratulations on producing

an excellent magazine aimed at :

trail bike owners. I think your
secondhand buying guide is
easily the most comprehensive
and informative guide that I've
come across.

What would be interesting
I’'m sure, would be an in-depth

article on the
heritage of a
range of one
manufactur-
ers’ type of
bike eg
Yamaha’s XT lineage - what
do you think?

Finally I am desperately
attempting to obtain a luggage
rack for a DR400S such as an
EMI, Tower or Rickman,
however I know these are no
longer available as an order-
able accessory and I don’t
want a ‘universal-type’ rack,
can you help?

David Smith
York

PS Will you offer binders to
keep the magazine in?

Regarding the rack, we’ve
had a good ring around all
the dealers we know, but
have failed to come up with
the rack you’re looking for,

perhaps other readers may be

able to help you on this one,
and yes we will be offering
binders in the not too distant

i future.

i plus Trail Tips coming soon.

Like it

Sir,

Re TBM - at last! Tremendous
first issue, the second even
better, good format, price, bike
guide, articles etc.
Suggestions:- TRF feature,
readers letters!!, hints and tips,
road test anything old or new
as long as it’s a trailie. More
from DT, PNB, MW etc.
Hopefully the manufacturers
will seize the opportunity to
advertise their products and
give you some scoop road
tests. I could go on and on but
I’m sure you sense my enthu-
siasm for the mag is obvious.

Best wishes
P N Gray

Preston, Lancs

TRF article in the planning

“TrailBike -11 . Magazino




10!
Two Stroke trailies don’t have to be
learner-legal laggards. Dave ‘Crasher’
Cornish went in search of a bit of French,

and came back wanting more

If you’re thinking of buying a new lightweight trail bike, the choice
these days is frankly very limited. A few fancy Italian trailies, a col-
lection of learner legal tackle (KDX125, TS125R, DT125R), or the
KLX250. Not much of a choice at all really, and all a bit under-
powered for fast road use, even in de-restricted guise. The obvious
thing to do is to look further afield and consider a grey import.

The choice then becomes much greater. All manner of exotic trail

bikes are available from various markets around the world; how
about a KDX220SR or a DT200WR, RMX250S or a CRM250R?
The list goes on, and remember, these are real trail bikes, fit-
ted with autolube systems, indicators, a full set of instruments
and all the other requirements to make them fully street legal.
Shaun Read from Norfolk decided to explore this option
when the time came to replace his trusty TS125R. But instead of
contacting a grey importer and seeing what was in stock, he sim-
ply phoned around some of the French Suzuki agents and placed
an order for a TS200R.
Similar in appearance to the UK-imported 125 the TS200 has
the advantage of a more powerful engine, and better specified sus-
pension, yet many of the parts are interchangeable with the 125.
Common to both machines are bodywork, chassis, wheels and most

of the engine, but the differences in spec are what makes the 200
interesting.

The 200’s engine is a liquid cooled, two stroke single with a bore
and stroke of 60x57mm. This compact unit uses an electronically
controlled powervalve, and draws fuel and air through a 30mm
Mikuni carb bolted onto a crankcase-mounted reed block. Twin
radiators are fitted in place of the 125’s single item (which can

be marginal in sticky off road going), and a thermostat makes

TrailRike -12- Macazine



for a quick warm up while
helping to prevent cold
seizures (most enduro i
bikes don’t come fitted
with a thermostat). The
transmission is a widely-
spaced, six speed unit with ¢
the three lower ratios
designed for off roading
and the top three cogs
designed primarily for
road use. The shift action |
is up to Suzuki’s usual |
high standard, and the
final drive is by chain
using a 520 heavy duty O’
ring (as opposed to the
125’s weedy 428 item).
The biggest visual dif-
ference between the 200
and the 125 are those
upside down Showa forks
(adjustable for compres-
sion only) in place of the
125’s right way up items.
Despite the fashion seem-
ingly changing from one
year to another, there’s no
doubt in this installation
they work well, and cer-
tainly look the ‘biz’. Plastic
guards help protect the
sliders from rocks and
debris and guide the brake |
hose out of harms way. At
the rear, damping is con-
trolled by a remote reser-
voir shock (adjustable for
spring preload and com-
pression damping), con-
nected via a ‘Full-Floater’
linkage to an alloy
swingarm (steel on the 125). About the
only evidence of cost cutting at all on
Suzuki’s part is the use of steel rather
than alloy wheel rims, in 21” and 18”
sizes, front and rear respectively. To slow

the bike down from its 90+mph capabili-
ty, discs are used at both ends. a twin pis-
ton sliding caliper grips the front rotor
while a single piston caliper manages at
the rear.
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Our initial encounter with the 200
was at the Herringfleet enduro, where just
chucking a leg over it in the paddock for
the first time, it felt rather softly sprung.
But a few short laps of the enduro course
dispelled any doubts we had about the
suspension’s apparent lack of stiffness
and its ability to absorb harsh bumps -
the upside down forks working brilliantly,
never bottoming out once. The initial fork
action is soft and most of the travel is
quickly taken up by smaller bumps, but
towards full compression the forks stiffen
up nicely,
coping easily
with larger
ruts and

_ without any
.~ complaints,
_ and felt up
. to the task
demanded
of it.

Back in
‘the paddock
I handed the
Suzuki back
to Shaun its
. owner, who
. asked  for
our opinion.
® ‘Well yes the

_Engine though feels much [Nty
‘more powerful especially at weight, has a
. the top end punchy
. motor, good

suspension and brakes to match. Not bad
at all’. T said. But it was only later, after
thinking back to what I'd said, I realised I
was talking here about a trail bike and not
a full blown enduro racer. With this in

mind, the TS200 is realﬁ
bike, but a brilliant one, 4
parisons with more seriéds off roaders
the 200 can hold its head high. It is easily
capable of winning the trail bike class in
this sort of event without any modifica-
tions and most clubmen could do just as
well on this bike as on a competition
machine, with the added bonus of having
transport on which to ride to work on
Monday morning.

A couple of days later I had the
opportunity to ride the bike again at a
rather more relaxed pace on some easy
green lanes. This showed how docile the
200 could be when required. Trickling
along on a whiff of throttle the bike car-
buretes smoothly, yet retains the ability
to press on at pace when required. The TS
was proving itself to be a real dual pur-
pose machine. Mechanically very quiet
thanks to its water jacket, and even
though fitted with an aftermarket
silencer, only a hard-core, anti-bike,
Kagoule-wearing Nazi could really take
offence to this while out trailing.

With its relatively meaty midrange, it
can be encouraged to climb slippery -
slopes without the need for too much
throttle, but at the top end, power comes
in fairly suddenly, with the consequence
that the front end can get a little light if
you give it too much welly. The test bike
had been fitted with a set of motocross
tyres which off road gave us the opportu-
nity to use the brakes hard without the
constant risks of lock ups.

While on the subject of tyres if you’ve
never ridden off tarmac on anything
other than dual sport rubber, you owe it
to yourself to try some decent enduro or
knobbly tyres on your bike and be pre-
pared to be amazed at the difference it
makes. This simple and cheap modifica-
tion will transform any tarmac-only
machine into a hard-charging, late-brak-
ing, berm-bashing dirt demon. ‘And off
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road, not only do they afford more grip
but they’re almost certainly safer also.

Away from the dirty stuff the TS makes
a great back lane scratcher; though unfor-
tunately the same tyres which allowed
such liberties to be taken on the rough,
had the opposite effect on tarmac. The TS’s
light weight and strong midrange had the
rear Barum squirming in protest. In town
the 200 is a blast. It’'s a real hooligan’s
machine - wheelies are only interrupted by
inconvenient traffic lights and round-
abouts are attacked with plenty of throttle
and masses of ground clearance. Faster
road sections gave us the chance to rev-out
the TS through all its six speeds, and crack-
ing open the throttle you really can feel
the powervalve working, as the engine revs
rise, transforming the exhaust note from a
muted crackle to a hard-edged rasp.

The TS accelerates hard through the
gears until the performance begins to tail
off before maximum revs are reached in
top gear. The end result of this throttle
abuse is 90mph on the speedo and an

empty fuel tank after barely . 70 miles. .

(9.5litres to bone dry). Longer trips on
dual carriageways aren’t quite as much
fun since the lightweight TS (at just
115kg) gets buffeted around by trucks
and side winds. At least the motor has
enough performance to cruise at a
steady 75-80mph - something most 125
riders can only dream about.

In reality of course, the lack of any
form of weather protection, and the lim-
ited tank range, not to mention small
physical size and susceptibility to cross
winds make the TS unsuited to long haul
trips. It’s not that the Suzook is too slow
for most traffic conditions, far from it,
but the TS is no different in one respect
to most lightweight trail bikes; those
qualities that make it a great off roader,
count against it on lenger journeys.

But to consider the TS200R as mere-
ly a slightly more powerful version of the
125 is to not really do it justice. Taken as
a whole the TS is not only more powerful
than the 125, but better suspended and
consequently, feels much nicer both on
and off.the dirt. - :
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oy, ihis'thing is easy to ride, nice

As an alternative to the official-
ly imported lightweight strokers it £
makes a sensible and attractive
proposition, and with a retail price
of around three grand in France it’s
certainly worth a second look.

Until recently the French equiv-
alent of the ACU (the FFM), in con-
junction with Suzuki France, ran a
class in the national enduro cham-
pionship solely for the TS200R and
DR350. This series proved very
popular, with all levels of riders
enjoying close racing on essential-
ly stock (and therefore reliable)
machinery. And with all the riders
limited to one make of tyre the
emphasis was placed firmly on rid-
ing skills, fitness and endurance
rather than any machine advan-
tage. Now how about something
like that in the UK? Is anyone in
the ACU listening?

Price £3000 (ap

Engine Liquid-CoQIje,
stroke, 199cc single wit
tronic powervalve

eight, more power than
lality suspension *
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Two up trail riding.
Twice the effort

To many hardened trail riders, the
thought of heaving two people and a bike
through engine-deep mud all day, sounds
like a recipe for a heart attack... [t proba-
bly is so don’t even entertain the idea.

No, two up trailing means looking at
the problem from a different perspective.
Two up runs generally take place during
the summer months for some fairly obvi-
ous reasons. Firstly it’s a good bet that the

| weather will be good; if not bright sun-

shine, then at least hopefully warm and
not raining. the last thing a pillion new to
the game wants, is to be lashed with rain,
or slowly losing the feeling in their outer
extremities due to sub-zero temperatures.

Secondly the lanes will be dry, hard
and consequently easier to use than dur-
ing the other eight months of the year
when they’re wet, slippery and technical-
ly interesting (a trail riding term for get
off and push, if you haven’t. fallen off
already).

Lastly, the beautiful countryside
should be open to view in all directions
for most of the day rather than the low
cloud which can cloak some of the pretti-

?

est parts of this septic isle.

‘If all the factors come together then a
good time is nigh on guaranteed.’

So says Leo Crone, a County Durham
born trail bike fanatic, who for the past
few years has been organising his own two
up trail runs across his favourite north
country terrain.

‘It seemed to me trail riding was con-
sidered a very macho affair. In all the time
I'd ridden unsurfaced roads I'd only
known two women take to the trail, and
there seemed to be a growing number of
large trail bikes (over 700cc), owned but
not ridden in anger off the tarmac. Added
impetus was finding a girlfriend not too
afraid to try the pillion seat off tarmac as
long as she had some other female com-
pany to natter to.’

‘It goes without saying that you have
to choose your lanes carefully’ says Leo.

‘Bearing in mind that I advertise these
runs as a leisurely day out’ he adds ‘T try
to avoid bike swallowing bogs, deep fast
flowing fords and very narrow lanes with
a hand’s width gap between overgrown
hedges and bramble bushes, because what
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seems like fun for one can be a real night-
mare for two....or at least the one on the
back. So hard stony tracks like the
Yorkshire Riggs or old Roman Roads are
best and anything muddy or with fords is
avoided.

‘Lunch also has to be early, like two to
two and a half hours after the start and
tends to be a lengthy affair. By the time
everyone’s parked up, disrobed, ordered
and eaten their lunch and had a good nat-
ter, a couple of hours have slipped by.

‘Likewise I look to finish about one to
two hours after lunch as the fun factor
can start to wear thin with an increasing
number of dusty pillions totally pre-occu-
pied with thoughts of a long soak in a hot
bath.’

As far as bikes go it appears just
about anything will do. ‘On the day’ con-
tinues Leo, ‘T've seen a lot of bikes I'd
never consider capable of two-up riding
used and abused. The KMX200 or KDX200
while not ideal will' manage it, though on
those it seems like two’s a crowd. Mind
you,” he adds ‘even they seemed spacious
compared with one rider and his rather

Lo R T RS e o1
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large and domineering wife who rode all
day long on a sorry looking MTX125. She
spent the whole day perched on the rear
mudguard telling her henpecked husband
to slow down!’

The current crop of mega trailies rep-
resent the best bet for serious two up rid-
ing with Yamaha’s XTZ750 SuperTenere
seemingly the most popular choice among
Leo’s punters, with BeeEmm'’s trusty GS a
close second.

‘As with all large, heavy machinery,
they handle well when the going’s hard
and dry, but the first hint of mud or wet
grass has the back ends sliding every-
where, and the pillions shrieking with
excitement - at least I think it’s excite-
ment!’

So there you have it, A family day out
(some riders take young daughters or
sons along in place of their wives), in won-
derful countryside, conducted at a
leisurely pace with a late start, early finish
and a civilised lunch.

If you want to follow Leo’s example,
all you need do is pick a day in summer,
choose the easiest lanes and go for it. 3

) W aP At L T, Y L




Last month our man
Blezard went through Hell
and high water on the first
day of the Welsh Two-Day
Enduro, finishing the first
160 miles with bruised kid-
neys, a squashed finger
and a severe case of con-
junctivitis. Can he make it
through another 130 miles
of Two-Day torture?

t was amazing to watch the sidecar competitors changing

their rear tyres in the ten short minutes allowed for mechan-

ic-ing before the start on the second day (no outside assis-

tance of course). I confined my bike maintenance to a quick
squirt of chain lube but took some time on an anti-fogging prepara-
tion for both goggles and glasses.

It was really disorientating wearing my knackered old ‘bins’ off-
road for the first time in over ten years, and my tight-fitting Bell hel-
met added extra torment as the side-pieces of the glasses crushed my
ears painfully.

Day two consisted of doing a slightly shorter version of Day 1,
but in the opposite direction, so the first off-road obstacle we were
confronted with was the previous afternoon’s purgatorial Bwlchciliau
special test in reverse. I didn’t ride it any faster but at least managed
to avoid falling off this time ending up three minutes quicker. The
venerable Ralph Venables was there helping with the marshalling; at
81 years young Ralph is a living legend and actually looked a lot fit-
ter than I was feeling; he seems to have been reporting on off-road
events since Ben Hur was racing chariots.

Next up was the worst of the previous day’s checks and in this
direction the organisers rated it a full ten out of ten on the difficul-
ty scale. Yikes!

I'd barely started the first tricky hill when I managed to get
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baulked by another rider and toppled off
the XR because I couldn’t get my leg over
quickly enough - so to speak. The bloody
bike yet again refused to start for ages so
I was already tired and running late with
the day hardly begun! Next obstacle was a
pair of stuck sidecars; I chose the wrong
side to pass them and ended up having to

‘plough my own furrow’ for several hun-
dred yards through the forest.

Then there was another really slip-
pery downhill section and I was soon
being caught by faster clubmen and I
pulled over to let them past. It was inter-
esting to watch the technique of three
army lads on XR250s - they weren’t doing
anything clever like standing on the

footrests, just paddling a lot faster than
me with giant-sized military regulation
strides either side to steady their bikes as
they slipped and slithered along. I was
already too knackered to emulate their
style but when I got to the next check I
wished I'd made a bit more of an effort,
because even with all the faffing about I

Day two and Blez gets a soaking in one of the numerous stream crossings on the Strata Florida section

was only two minutes late. Curses!

After being caught out by the tight
scheduling on the rocks and rivers of the
Strata Florida section the day before I
really turned up the wick for the return
journey but within a mile was stuck
behind one of those bally sidecars again.
Luckily I chose the right rut to follow it in
and just managed to squeeze past as the
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track widened for a few
seconds. I really
attacked the river
crossings and
was rewarded
with a com-
prehensive
soaking as
the bow-

h wave came

right over

my head -

but in the hot

conditions it

was rather

refreshing. The

schedule wasn’t quite

as tight as the day before because we were

riding uphill but I actually covered the six

miles quicker and to my surprise arrived

at the next check with two minutes in
hand.

I managed to get through the day’s
most snotty bit of bog in the following
Blaenycwm check without too much diffi-
culty thanks to some well-positioned mar-
shals pointing out the best route through.
But a few minutes later, after a couple of
miles of fast forest trail, I saw a familiar-
looking red car parked up and the feeling
of deja vu got even stronger when I recog-
nised the entry to the same bit of bog I'd
just struggled through! I turned around
and retraced my steps back down the for-
est trail for a while (with great caution)
but ended up turning around again and
doing the bloody bog twice! I asked the
marshal where I'd gone wrong. “I thought
you looked familiar” quoth he, before
informing me that I'd missed the arrows
pointing left off the forest road and been
round in a great big circle - a good ten
minutes wasted - aaargh!

The forest roads were particularly
dusty on Day two, and very dangerous.
There are only two ways to ride them in
the company of others; either you hang
right back to give their dust time to clear,
or else you sit right on their number plate,
but off to one side, just ahead of their dust
trail. Compared to my °‘certified duffer’
status in the snotty snuff I'm actually rea-

sonably fast on this Cambrian-style going
and was clocking over 70mph on several
occasions, but some of those regular
enduro boys are just bonkers! At one
point three of them came past me elbow
to elbow in a cloud of dust - talk about
blind faith in your fellow rider! It’s all too
easy to go straight off the edge of a moun-
tain, as apparently top man Rob Sartin did
in company with four others - more haste
less speed and all that.

Then there was another one of those
steep, slippery slopes covered in loose
logs. God I hate them! I just dithered too
much at the bottom, did not attack hard
enough and got baulked by another rider
half way up. Even though I managed not
to stall for a change, it was several min-
utes and more purgatorial pushing before
I could get going again, during which time
about a dozen riders came by. It would
probably have been quicker to go back
down the hill and have another run at it.
By the time I arrived at the next check I'd

dropped 14 min-

Irea"y utes behind the
attacked the Sportsman sched-
ule.

!'lver cross- On the Pont
ings and was Rhydgaled road-
rewarded with only check I took on

a comprehen-
sive soaking
as the bow
wave came
right over my

juice at another
quaint Welsh petrol
‘shop’ and still had
time for a cup of tea
and a cake in the
A470 lay-by. Bliss!
Hearing the friend-
ly proprietor and

head his wife switch

effortlessly into the
beautiful Welsh language transformed my
brief stop into a full-blow cultural experi-
ence.

On the penultimate 15 mile Waun
check I missed another set of arrows off
the forest trail into the woods and went on
for about two miles before realising my
mistake. Re-tracing my steps with extreme
caution (again!) I met two more riders
who’d done the same thing and by the
time we found the right route that was
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‘ &
my left foot,
. obstlnate eld

attraction of banging your hea
brick wall - (nice when it sto
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What a bloody hero! For that
achievement he should have been
special trophy.
Down at the Llanerch Inn L
Adams who had blitzed most o
man field (5th place and a Gold) on the
self-same KMX200 he rides to work every
day. He also came 8th in the Cambrian
with it and said he’d never ridden a pukka
enduro tool. Greg Mills nearly went one
better by entering the expert class on a
KMX125 with standard trail tyres, but the
poor thing cried ‘enough’ and seized
towards the end of the second day.
Similar stories of superb perfor-
mances on old nails emerged at the prize
giving in the Llandrindod Pavilion later
that evening. Gwyn Barraclough and Paul
Hodgkins both did incredibly well to come
9th and 11th in the clubman four-stroke
on Army-issue Harley Davidsons, but their

The sidecars
continued to
be good value
for money.
Here Martin
Hearle and
Nathan Jones
blast their
500cc
Kawasaki
Wasp outfit up
a hill

an Skinner’s 2nd place on an
‘bike was simply mind- -boggling!
rty-something Nick Ashley (son of
s pleasantly surprised to win a
is’ Kawasaki in clubman open,
proving that you don’t have to be a wimp
to work in the rag trade. (Nick’s also one
of a handful of Englishmen to have done
the Tunisian rally, and runs around
London on a Cagiva Elefant).

Last Easter Katrina Price won best lady
rider in the Cambrian on an army
Armstrong and in the Welsh she claimed
the same prize, but this time riding a
pukka KTM 125. In coming 5th in the 125
Experts she also beat 95% of the men -
Katrina’s so good it seems unfair that
other women have to compete with her -
she must be one of the best female riders
in Europe, if not the world.

Gill Myers and Patricia Schek still beat
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me of course, as did Patricia’s 62 year
old dad, 59 year old Bob Perring and
uncle Tom Cobbley and all. Then again,
74 riders (out of 300 entrants) failed to
finish altogether, and I did beat a
handful of those who did, so in the
absence of anyone else giving me any-
thing [ awarded myself ‘Best
Performance by a One-eyed Journalist
with a Wing-mirror’, for which the
prize was a good meal and plenty of
beers. (Actually, I was the only person
in the whole event with a wing mirror
which I like to keep on for the road; I
just swivelled it out of the way on the
woodland sections.

For the record, the overall winner
was Carl Tiley on a 250 Husqgvarna,
closely followed by Chris Walton riding
the same 350 Husky four-stroke on
which he set fastest time in the
Cambrian and Ady Smith was third
overall and best 125.

Finally, my own thanks to Ian
Pearce, without whom I could never
even have started, to Q for refuelling,
to Richard, Whizzo and their crew for
help and liquid refreshment and most
of all to Mid-Wales ACU centre for
putting on such a fantastic event. If
you’re a fun-loving off-roader the
Welsh is one of those events you owe it
to yourself to do at least once in your
life, and for me ranks right up there
with the MCC classic trials and the Le
Touquet beach race. Next year I’ll treat
myself to a clean air filter, a new spark
plug, proper enduro gearing and some
decent contact lenses and try to beat a
few more of the old men and girls. See
you there.

NB The Welsh Two-Day is
unique in running on a
Thursday and Friday rather
than a weekend. For further
info and advice contact
Zembrzuski Motorcycles on
01597 851811
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62 year old Herbert Schek lifts the
front wheel on his DR350 on the
irst special test of day two mak-

ing Blezard look like the old man

TWIN & MONO
et rourna | (-

XR, DR, LS USPENSION]

TENERE ET(

TO FIT MOST TRAIL, TRIALS,
MOTOCROSS MOTORCYCLES

SEBAC

made in italy

PROGRESSIVE SUSPENSION
FORK SPRINGS, MONOSHOCKS,
AIR PUMP & GAUGE KITS

M.R. HOLLAND
Q]H}) (DISTRIBUTORS) LTD

TEL: 01775 766455

IN CHAINS

HUGE DISCOUNTS
on top quality chains and sprockets
for all makes and models, ready for
immediate despatch
Typical prices (inc VAT & P&P)
depending on model:
428 Chain & Sprocket kits £27-36
520 Chain & Sprocket kits £32-46
All kits supplied with either long last-
_ing steel or aluminium rear sprocket
and HD chain

Renthal braced bars £22-24
Alloy rear sprockets £14-18
Sintered brake pads from £14
520 ‘O’Ring chains £42-55
Plus loads more spares
All new TMs, Husabergs & RTXs now in stock.
Breaking various MX bikes for spares

01425 474800

UNIT 10, HIGHTOWN IND EST
RINGWOOD HANTS BH24 1NZ
ACCESS & VISA

01752
606888

The UK’s Nol
KTM & tm
enduro bike stockis__

01752
606888

= MOTORCYCLES

LC4 Trail Bikes in stock

Rallye Kits supplied

We cater for the serious enduro racer.
You name it - We’ve got it (or we
know a man that has)!

Trouble with vour fourstroke?
Phone the experts

38 MOLESWORTH ROAD, STOKE, PLYMOUTH, PL1 5NA
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Be seen in the
coolest T-shirt by
miles.

TrailBilke
Magazine’s ‘You Bet®
is original, good
looking and

cotton. But
hurry.
because num-
bers are strietly

limited. If you want
one just fill in the
form and send your
cheque for £9.99
(made payable to
TrailBike Magazine)
to the address
below. Please allow
28 days for delivery.

Get a
Tee shirt
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Please send me a ‘You Bet’ T-shirt. | have remembered to include

my cheque (and sign it) and | can’t wait to wear it.
N
Name -
Address. ol T P TR R e R
o
_________________________________________________ e
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printed on O N .
high quality L ” .
£9.99

When 1 first saw the XR500 for sale in
Bunny Ward’s shop in Birmingham back
in 1981 I knew that fate had intended it to
be mine. I had just finished my magnum
opus, a 50,000 word dissertation on the
problems of Planning and Motorcycle
Land Use as part of an MSc in Town
Planning, and had taken my 200 page

Developed from the original §
XL250S in the late 1970s, the
XR500 was the enduro version of
the roadgoing XL500 and the pokiest of
il Honda’s twin-shock four-stroke singles.
Paul Blezard recalls the joys and horrors of three turbulent
years of ownership with this superb ‘do-anything’ big banger.

tome to Ward’s to be bound. (It mu
the only shop in the country to combine
printing and binding with selling off-road
motorcycles!)

I think I paid about £900 for the XR
which was a US import in mint condition
with only a few hundred miles on the
clock. It was the first off-road bike I had
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.+.0ne Careful Owner..,

bonus of much quicker steering without
any noticeable loss of stabili- l
By e

fitted which improved matters substan-
.« tially, the only drawback being a nasty
b, tendency to lock at slow speeds if not
g used carefully!
At first I rode around London with
an aerosol-type foghorn clamped to the
bars but this was not very practical and
I ended up with a root and branch solu-
tion to the minimal equipment and
L electrics: I bolted on the complete 12
volt system from Honda’s XL250-based
RS250 roadster: alternator, flywheel,

ever owned and made quite a contrast
from the cafe-racered CB450 ‘Black
Bomber’ which I'd been running around
on for the previous seven years.
As a ‘Not for
highway use’
enduro model, it
was similar to the
XR200s of the era
six-volt electrics,
one-filament head
and tail lights, no

horn- or brake crankcase cover, regulator-rectifier
lights and twin- and wiring. I acquired all these things
shock rear suspen- from various breakers for reasonable
sion. Unlike the sums along with a set of XL500

XR200 however, it
had the notorious 23
inch front wheel used
on contemporary
twin-shock  XL250s
and 500s and unlike
later Honda enduro
models it came with a
road legal metal tank
and speedo.

I loved the XR from
the first time I rode it,
but it was a while before
I took it off road. First it
had to earn its keep as a
despatch bike in London §
for which its superb
power to weight ratio was
perfect - though the knob-
bly tyres, off-road gearing,
wide bars and lack of legal
niceties were not exactly
ideal.

Over a period of sever-
al months I gradually trans- &
formed it into an all-round §
go-anywhere machine with a §
series of sensible modifica-
tions. I had a 21 inch rim
laced to the standard front dard SLS (single leading
hub to give me a much wider shoe) front brake was prone to fading so I
choice of tyres, with the unexpected phad a set of Ferodo green racing linings

switchgear, horn ‘and headlamp. I
. also bought an XL250 rear wheel to
| facilitate quick switching between on
and off-road tyres and gearing.
However, the XR500’s magnesium
rear hub is larger and quick-release,
so to make the XL250 brake work,
required a bit of bodgery to fit a
torque arm.
The standard bars were so
. wide that I couldn’t even get the
. | bike down the alleyway to my
. greenhouse/workshop; 1 started
by chopping an inch off either
end but ended up replacing them
with a set of ‘Vincent straights’
which I much preferred. I also
. acquired a stainless steel
exhaust which saved several
pounds of avoirdupois over the
standard system but was a bit
on the rorty side. (When the
silencer finally fell to bits
about a year later and I was
i forced to go back to the stan-
dard set-up I was astonished
by the instant increase in
power - I reckon the stainless sys-
tem was stifling about 5bhp, but I'd never
noticed, probably because the increase in
decibels made it ‘feel’ faster.)
The icing on the cake to my wondrous

stan-
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beast was a low alloy front mudguard and
a handlebar screen acquired from a visit-
ing Canadian. It transformed high-speed
comfort with no noticeable effect on the
handling, and I have since used the same
screen on everything from Kawasaki
Zephyrs to my current XR600 - (it only
takes a couple of minutes to fit using my
patent coat-hanger attachments!)

I used the XR500 for my first forays to
French endurance races - Le Mans in April
‘82 and the Bol d’Or in September the
same year. [ remember hammering the XR
along at a steady 90mph down the Al to
London and then discovering to my hor-
ror when I got there, that the oil was
almost off the bottom of the dipstick..... I
quickly realised that you need to keep an
eye on the oil level if you’re doing a lot of
high-speed work. On the trip down to the
Bol d’Or in September ‘82 it gave a very
good account of itself on twisty French N-
roads in company with all sorts of exotic
beasts including a race-tuned Rickman
Kawasaki, a Laverda 750SF and a Ducati
860GTS and after some enjoyable explo-
ration along trails and dirt roads behind
St Tropez I met up with a bunch of Crazy
Scotsmen and two French girls on a CB900
and we thrashed our way to Grenoble
together. One of the Scots had a Guzzi Le
Mans and we had an outstanding ride
down the spectacular Gorges du Verdon in
the Alpes Maritimes. He’d stomp me on
the long straights and stuff me on the
brakes into the corners but I had the edge
on corner speed and power-to-
weight ratio coming out.

In October 1982 1
entered my first road
race on the XR at
the MCC’s
Siatkbyegisit o nie
meeting having
ridden there
from London
via a trail park
in Durham. I

After a year of
thrashing and
crashing | started
to have a few
problems with
the XR
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had a Metzeler enduro tyre on the front
wheel and a worn out Dunlop Red Arrow
on the back. The scrutineers made me
take my trusty screen off, but that was just
as well as it turned out! I went pretty well
in practice scraping the footrests through
the corners and in the first race got into a
dice with an old Velocette Thruxton which
I could beat on the corners but which then
came past me on the main straight. On the
third lap I out-braked myself big-time on
the entry into Woodcote corner and found
myself sliding horizontally across the
track with feet and hands still in place at
the controls! I had a soft landing in the
bales and the only damage was a bent
handlebar; after I'd got that straightened
out the scrutineers agreed to let me out
again on condition that I ‘cool it’ a bit! Just
goes to show the advantages of trail bikes
when it comes to crashing though!

In 1983 I did the MCC’s classic Exeter
and Land’s End Trials on the XR both of
which I enjoyed immensely, although I
remember falling asleep briefly towards
the end of the Exeter and woke up just in
time to avoid falling off! It was only when
I had to borrow a friend’s Suzuki SP370 to
do the MCC Edinburgh Trial that I truly
appreciated the XR’s engine balancers -
the SP shook so much that one of the
engine bolts came right out! And why was-
n’t I using the XR? You may well ask....

Well, after a year of thrashing and
crashing on and off road in which the XR
never missed a beat, I started to have a
few problems with about 12,000 miles on
the clock. To cut a long story short, I had
to have the bike re-bored and got carried
away with hot cams and gas flowing. The
re-bore was crap and I ended up a few
months later having to have the whole
engine re-built. The memory of the £500
bill (in 1984) is engraved on my brain; the

A few ferry. It
months sprained
my ankle
Iatel: the S by
engine that 1
cried could
‘enough’ hardly {
for the walk and §
i my  mate
t!]"d Rod-the-
time...

parts alone came to well over £300 and
that was just for gaskets, cam-chain, fol-
lowers, piston and rings and a second-
hand crank and head. And the bike still
looked like a heap afterwards!

All the extra tuning (perhaps com-
bined with incorrect carburetion) seemed
to provoke the XR into an unfortunate
habit of kicking back viciously when it
didn’t feel like starting. I took the bike to
watch the Le Touquet beach race in

February 1984 and I vividly recall the

bugger kicking back on me in a
petrol station on
the way to the

mad-Irishman

had to start it §

for me for the rest |
of the journey.

I also remember having a
memorable ride to Paris in §
the small hours with my
French girlfriend suffering |
agonies on the pillion. I'd |
made up my own passenger
footrests, but the seat cer-
tainly wasn’t suitable for ;
two-up touring! I think it was §
on that trip that I fitted a |
‘tablier’ or ‘apron’ beloved of
Parisian DRs. They’re great
for keeping you warm and
dry in town, but literally flap
themselves to destruction if
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you use them on the open road, as I dis-
covered.

A few months later the engine cried
‘enough’ for the third time, whereupon I
swapped it for a pile of cash and a much
healthier XL500 on which I had another
whole series of adventures.

I came to the conclusion that tuning
these engines for high-mileage road use
was a bad idea, although people like
Vernon Glashier (on a Hossack) and Robin
Riley (on a Hagon) performed miracles on
single cylinder racers fitted with these

self-same motors. Their popularity in rac-
ing made secondhand engines expensive,
but also meant that all sorts of tuning
goodies were readily available.

Robin Riley regularly used to beat
open class machinery on his and reckoned
it was good for 130mph. He also used to
run without a balancer chain to gain a
couple of bhp, which is all right for a ten
lap thrash around Brands but not really
recommended on the road, as I discovered
when my balancer chain broke on the way
to Swindon one time. It didn’t do any

s. Puny six-

ght was not
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TOP: Sturdy alloy sump
guard protects engine
internals from knocks

and bumps. These days

most manufacturers con-
sider them an unnecces-
sary weight penalty
ABOVE: Simple
speedometer is clear and
easy to read on the move

damage mind, I didn’t even realise what
had happened at first, I just wondered
why the bike was suddenly vibrating so
much more than usual.... When I got home
I investigated the source of the vibration,
and found the balancer chain lying in the
bottom of the sump!

To sum up, I would recommend an
unadulterated XR500 to anyone, but with
the benefit of hindsight there are a few
sensible precautions to take. Bearing in
mind that the sump capacity was designed
for the 26bhp XL250, regular changes
(every 1500 miles) of good quality oil are
a must - otherwise the cams will wear out
the head and the followers will lose their
hardening. Keep an eye on the balancer
chain - it’s quite easy to adjust if you fol-
low the instructions in the Haynes manu-
al - and an O-ring drive chain and a chain-
oiler are recommended, as the combina-
tion of big single stomp and no cush-drive
knocks hell out of a standard chain in no
time. Also beware leaks from the head
gasket - this can be avoided by opening up
the bolt holes in the top engine ‘hanger’
plate, oh, and one final thing; don’t get
too carried away with wheelies - the first
and only time that I’ve been right over
backwards was on my XR!
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_ ~ay up by a tar-

SPECAL OFFER
TWO MONTHS

14 issues for the price of 12

y up to admire the view from Turkey
b. Looking north over the village of
tersby you can see the monument to
1itby’s most famous son, Captain James
k, which stands on top of Easby Moor.
| Another 500m of loose stone sees the
E of the climb, as Rudland Rigg flattens

with Ingleby Moor to the east, and
eenhow Botton to the west. Two miles
hm the top of the climb, the Rigg passes
ler Bloworth crossing - the route taken
Rosedale lead-mine railway, first used
1861, and now a footpath. Over the
ngth of Rudland Rigg, numerous tracks
d paths cross at many points, but only
o are road legal. These appear as a

e of the break in the climib apbut mail”

- thalToadgnore the left spur half way up

as it’s a bridleway, and instead continue
across the tarmac and back on to Lund
Road to its finish where it joins Blakey
Road. Here, there’s .a hard choice; left
takes you to the next trail, right takes you
into Hutton-le-Hole and quite possibly the
best ice cream shop anywhere in the
North York Moors!

I'll presume you have foregone the ice
cream (no chance - Ed), and instead are
heading north along Blakey Ridge, which
divides Farndale on your left from
Rosedale on your right. After about two
miles the remains of the old iron kilns can
be seen on your right, sunk into the oppo-
site side of Rosedale, with the line of the
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The North Yorkshire Moors offers spectacular
geography, living history and most of all
unspoilt beauty. Leo Crone describes a trail
ride through ‘Gods own country®

Empty moorland, secluded valleys, forest,
dale and high plateau. To describe the
North York moors to a visitor is to
describe the raw beauty of nature itself.
History and geography come together
here like nowhere else in Britain.

The North York Moors has a history
of settlement that dates back to
Neolithic times, though many of
the place names have Viking
origins. The Romans settled "’
here, and their influence can be
seen in the network of minor
roads that criss-cross the moors.

Few people live on the moors Y
themselves, the main towns are

all located at the edge of the uplands,
each preserving its own robust and inde-
pendent charachter.

The Ancient market town of Stokesley

TOP: Sturdy alloy sump
guard protects engine
internals from knocks

and bumps. These days

most manufacturers con-
sider them an unnecces-
sary weight penalty
ABOVE: Simple
speedometer is clear and
easy to read on the move
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wide high street lies just nine miles to the
south of Middlesborough town centre. To
begin this route you need to take the road
out of Stokesley past the church towards
the mini roundabout, taking the second
exit over the bridge on the River Levin,
and at the next roundabout follow the

/‘, third exit signposted B1257 in

the direction of Helmley.

Once in Great Broughton,
watch out for the crossroads at
which you need to turn left for

E Ingleby Greenhow. About two
miles down this winding coun-
try lane take the right turn sign-
posted Chope Gate (pronounced

Chop Yat locally), and 500m further on
turn left at the ‘Unsuitable for Motors’
sign (at 578,061).

The unsurfaced road looks a straight

LTy ZRT

blast, but watchout because two hairpin
bends await the throttle happy. Past the
hairpins the lane drops down to a ford,
and once through the ford, take care as
you pass the Norman church of St
Andrews on your left, and the entrance to
the 16th Century Ingleby Manor.

The lane meets the road on a bend at
which you should bear right and at the
next T-junction turn right again. As you
pass the village boundary stone start
braking ready to take the right turn
with the dead end signpost. .As you
continue down this road a very invit-
ing lane bears right on the approach
to Bar k Foot Farm. This is not the road.
Instead, carry straight on past the
farm to the gate directly in
front of you at the start of
the climb onto Rudland
Rigg (593,061). Past the
first gate, carry on -and
up Bank Foot to the
next gate (on the left),
after which the gradi-
ent steepens, the rocks become
larger, the drop over the edge neai
vertical and the scenery well
worth halting for to drink in
some of the fabulous views. Take advan-
tage of the break in the climb about half
way up to admire the view from Turkey
Nab. Looking north over the village of
Battersby you can see the monument to
Whitby’s most famous son, Captain James
Cook, which stands on top of Easby Moor.

Another 500m of loose stone sees the
end of the climb, as Rudland Rigg flattens
out with Ingleby Moor to the east, and
Greenhow Botton to the west. Two miles
from the top of the climb, the Rigg passes
over Bloworth crossing - the route taken
by Rosedale lead-mine railway, first used
in 1861, and now a footpath. Over the
length of Rudland Rigg, numerous tracks
and paths cross at many points, but only
two are road legal. These appear as a

crossroads about two and a quarter miles
from the old railway crossing.

The eastern lane, Monkett Bank, leads
down to Farndale, a dale renowned for its
fields of wild daffodils, a very old and
friendly pub (the Faversham Arms), and
quite possibly the hardest bog to traverse
in the whole of the North York Moors.

Another two to three miles sees the
end of Rudland Rigg and the start of tar-
mac. Bear left and you’re now on

the Bransdale road head-
ing towards Gillamoor.
If you’re there at dawn
NORTH or dusk, watch out for
YORK wild deer!
Where the road
MODES splits, take the left fork
towards Gillamoor
(which is left at the T-
junction), and at the church,
take the right turn after the
churchyard wall, down to,
and over Lowna Bridge. As
the road starts to climb
and bear right, look to your
left for a stone track called
Lund Road. This is a nice
easy climb which is bisected
about two-thirds of the way up by a tar-
mac road. Ignore the left spur half way up
as it’s a bridleway, and instead continue
across the tarmac and back on to Lund
Road to its finish where it joins Blakey
Road. Here, there’s a hard choice; left
takes you to the next trail, right takes you
into Hutton-le-Hole and quite possibly the
best ice cream shop anywhere in the
North York Moors!

I'll presume you have foregone the ice
cream (no chance - Ed), and instead are
heading north along Blakey Ridge, which
divides Farndale on your left from
Rosedale on your right. After about two
miles the remains of the old iron kilns can
be seen on your right, sunk into the oppo-
site side of Rosedale, with the line of the
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railway clearly visible as it snakes its way
from them around Rosedale Head.

It’s at the head of Rosedale that you
take the right turn signposted, strangely
enough, Rosedale. If you come to a left
turn signed Westerdale you’ve missed it
which is quite easy on Blakey road with its
wide, sweeping bends, long open straights
and lack of traffic. One mile after the turn,
look out for a left for Danby and the
implausibly named Little Fryup dale. This
lane which is a favourite of mine,
takes you over Danby High
Moor, where if its a clear
day you can see all the
way down to Danby dale
and Fryup dale - if it’s
misty, you're lucky if
you can see your front
mudguard!

Dropping into
Little Fryup dale you
arrive at a large road
junction where you
turn right. The road
drops into a little
glade, bear left up the
hill, but not too fast as
your next right turn
signposted Street is at
the top of the hill.

Now you descend
into Fryup Dale and
the road passes over a
bridge and through
the small hamlet of
Street. At the first
junction out of Street
bear right, and at the
second, turn left and
start the climb out of Great Fryup Dale,
but at the top take a break and sneak a
look behind you at the magnificent view
below.

Back on the bike the next lane (at

The small village of
Commondale is reputed
to have been home to Old
Mally, one of the many
witches said to have lived
in the North York Moors

743,047), should be self evident. Continue
over the road and onto unclassified coun-
try road ‘33G’ leading onto Glaisdale Rigg,
and where the tracks meet, bear left
towards Glaisdale. Along its length is the
occasional sign stating ‘No Motorcycles’.
These are for the benefit of a well known
local motorcycle ‘personality’ who had
taken to riding around the surrounding
moor on an unsilenced motocrosser!
The next gate divides the moor from
Glaisdale village, your next port of
call. At the crossroads go
straight on to a delightful
cobbled ford which not
surprisingly can be a lit-
tle slippery, but even so
don’t wuse the old
bridge, this being one
of three which cross
the Esk in Glaisdale,
the oldest of the three
(Beggars Bridge)
reputed to have been
built in 1619 located
at the other end of the
village.
Hopefully you
will emerge out
of the ford with only
your tyres wet, and
now keep the hedged
bank on your right as
the lane swings right
and starts to climb
out of Glaisdale over
the old railway bridge
through a gate situat-
ed at the climb’s
steepest point (as
usual) and into a large farm yard. The
road bears left through Park House Farm
to meet blessed tarmac on the opposite
side of the gate exiting the yard. Rake
Lane is typical of roads in this area - nar-
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row, undulating and with blind bends and
crests, so take care as the local hunt has
been encountered on this road as Oscar
Wilde put it ‘the unspeakable in full pur-
suit of the uneatable.’

At the T-junction, turn right up the
bank ignoring the left turn for Danby but
keeping an eye on the left verge for the
start of Lealholm Rigg (773,088). At its

start there are traces of tarmac before it

resumes its natural state of stone and pot-
holes. At the western end of Lealholm Rigg
(736,093) stands Danby Beacon, where as
a rule there are marvellous views of the
north  coast and three dales.
Unfortunately on my last ride there I
could just about make out Danby beacon
15m in front of me. Be warned the weath-
er in this part of the country can be very
unpredictable.

After admiring the view for a while
(weather permitting) take the road on the
right which lacks white lines but makes up
for it with white sheep. It ends at the
Danby Loftus road, and here you should
turn right. Just over half a mile from the
junction the road goes round a 90 degree
bend to the right while the next lane goes
90 degrees left. A word of warning for
those of you riding these trails for the first
time. Commondale (aka Jobe Cross) is a
difficult lane thanks to extensive 4WD
misuse leaving it deeply rutted for about
500m. To avoid it, instead of turning left
onto it you stick to the tarmac road and at
the junction with the main Whitby to
Scarborough road (A171) turn left again.
Three miles further on take the next turn-
ing signposted Castleton, and two miles
down this road the track comes to a cross-
roads. Here you turn right, but if you’ve
made it along the green lane then you go
straight on towards Commondale village.

This small village is reputed to have
been home to Old Mally, one of the many

witches said to have lived in the North
York Moors during the 18th and 19th
Centuries. Her trade mark was drinking
milk straight from the cow’s udder while
in the guise of a large hare!

Once through the village, carry on to
the next cross roads (at 630,100), where
you turn right onto Perry Cross Rigg over
the cattle grid on Brown Hill from which
Lonsdale Plantation can be seen by the
roadside on your left. Unclassified coun-
try road TK9G runs down the moor-side
edge of the plantation boundary fence to
a gate between the banked moor-side and
an old stone wall. Go past the line of hous-
es called New Row, over the unmanned
railway crossing (take care), and on to the
T-junction. Turn right and this road pass-
es through Kildale which is mentioned in
the Domesday book of 1086.

Staying on this road eventually brings
you to the A173 so take a left, then take
the third exit at the roundabout. If things
start to look familiar, it’s because you're
now back in Stockesley, but before you
look around for a pub with a log fire and
a decent bar snacks menu there’s one last
lane to try.

Go over the bridge (over the River
Levin again), and take the left turn before
the garage which leads to a ford. Watch
out for the little step near the opposite
bank, and once through bear right then
right again over the large bridge which
brings you finally back into Stockesley
town centre,

NB If you are trying these
lanes for the first time on your
own, tell someone the route
you’re taking, and what time
you’re expected back, since there
are a number of places. where if
you have a heavy fall you may not
be found ‘till the following day.
Good luck and good riding.
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Cagiva’s 750 Elefant blends an intoxicatin
cocktail of lazy touring potential and = §
anyvwhere ability with ‘don’t mes
type styling. Now it’s easier to
a redesigned saddle. TrailBik
Melber was

eptember may seem a strange time
to be introducing the latest 1995

#% version of the Cagiva Elefant, espe-
c1ally if, like me, you remember sitting on
one at the NEC bike show way back in
October last year. But it’s a measure of the
demand for all Italian bikes, and not just
in the UK either, that has seen the Cagiva
factory fall seriously behind with its
scheduling and supply of bikes to cus-
tomers world wide.

Despite essentially superficial
changes, the new Elefant has been eagerly
awaited by customers up and down the
country, eager to try
out its more user
friendly stance. The
biggest difference of
course is the reduc-
tion in seat height
by 2.5 inches (down
to a more manage-
able 32.9 inches - or
835mm if you pre-
fer), allowed by the
fitment of a new
slightly = broader,
and much lower
saddle which now
wraps itself around
either side of the big
plastic gas tank,
TDM-style. Viewed
from the rear-three-
quarters, it gives the
bike a new appear-
ance, accentuating
the height of the
petrol tank and

chrome handl rs, Elefant feels stable in the turns, and makes an excel_—
g lent road bike. Neutral handling and comfort marks it
out as a good long distance mile-muncher

and the swoop of
the cut down seat.
And though not everyone appears to like
the look of the new perch with its blotchy,
rag-rolled colouring, all agree reducing its
height is a thoroughly sensible mod.

Up till now the Elefant has really
appealed to the sort of die-hard enthusi-
ast that like their trailbikes BIG with a cap-
ital ‘F’. With its meaty motor, an all up
weight heavier than a nightclub full of
bouncers, not to mention a seat height tall

enough to neccesitate using an oxygen
mask, they’re not for the faint hearted.
Not that shorter riders are unable to cope
with the Elefant’s gargantuan proportions,
it’s just that certain manoeuvres like for
instance halting on a downhill junction,
are enough to make your eyes water. For
my wife who measures a slightly above
average 5’6”, that’s meant that until now
she’s been unable or unwilling to try out
arguably Cagiva’s nicest bike. But with the
introduction of the new ‘Lowrider’ ‘95
model, all that has changed. What to me,
has just meant easier paddling around on
the trail, to her has
opened up a new
avenue of motorcy-
cling, and I suspect
there are many like
her.

Aside from the
new seat, changes
to the ‘95 model
are distinctly mini-
. mal. They include a
' larger, more effi-
. cient oil cooler, an
anodised, (now
charcoal coloured)
ally sump guard
(and correspond-
ingly coloured
hand guards), a low
fuel level warning
lamp (in place of
the sidestand warn-
ing lamp), and a
general tidy up of
some of the wiring
and block connec-
tors which are now
frame mounted and
should help improve electrical reliability.

In most other respects of course the
Elefant remains the same as it’s always
been: that is a sturdily built trailie pow-
ered by Ducati’s enigmatic, belt driven,
desmodromic, air-cooled, sohc Vee-twin.
In this guise, normally aspirated and dis-
placing a capacity of 748cc from a bore
and stroke of 88x61.5mm. Cagiva claim a
power output of 60-odd horsepower
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which seems a little optimistic given the
fact that there’s a catalytic converter built
into the huge silencer transforming the
engine note from a typical Ducati roar to
the sort of sound you get after consuming
five pints of real ale, a jar of pickled
onions and a curry.

To ride it though is to discover that
the change in seat height has meant more
than not having to ride in your tallest
Cuban heels. For a start despite the lower
saddle, the footpegs and bar positioning
has remained unchanged, which gives the
new Elefant a rather unusual riding posi-
tion rather akin to the posture adopted by
the bike-mounted Peelers: ie a straight
back and an upright stance. To me it feels
a little bit like the BMW F650 r1d1ng p031—
tion with your :
knees bent and the
handlebars high,
and you feel like
you’re sitting in
the machine rather
than on it. Of
course this won’t
be to everyone’s
liking. If you’re
over six-feet tall
and have no prob-
lem with the origi-
nal seat height
you're hardly going to find the new more
cramped riding position an improvement.
Though there is however, a beneficial
effect to all this, since lowering the rider’s
weight has meant a corresponding lower-
ing of the C of G, with the consequence
that the Elefant turns a little easier, and
feels less top heavy on the road.

Tackling a series of bends the Elefant
still requires a fair degree of rider input,
and once cranked over, a sway of the hips
to bring it upright again - though it’s a
fairly effortless procedure once you get
into the swing of things. The steering is
positive and though not particularly
quick, the trade off is stability in the
turns, the Elefant refusing to be deflected
off line even on the bumpiest of corners.
Much of this can be put down to the solid
chassis and conservative steering geome-

try, since the suspension on the test bike
left a bit to be desired. The unadjustable
45mm Marzocchi forks which have seen
service on the Elefant for a number of
years, felt in this instance to be too harsh,
giving an uncharacteristically choppy ride
on the road. The rear suspension was if
anything, the opposite, with a very soft
ride, a squeaky shock absorber, and some
amazing graunching sounds emanating
from the area of the rear wheel when rid-
ing two up, even after adjusting the shock
to a firmer setting.

Turning off the tarmac and onto the
chalky byways that characterise this part
of Wiltshire, the Elefant felt quite com-
posed, with the front suspension soaking
up the dips and ruts that pockmark the
surface of the flinty
trails and the rear

in its wake. Of
course there’s no
getting away from
the bike’s sheer
bulk, any trailie
that weighs 188kg
. before you fill up
its mammoth fuel
| tank is going to be a
bit of a handful on
the dirt (though it’s
worth bearing in mind, it’s still ten per-
cent lighter than Honda’s bulky Africa
Twin)! Nevertheless the Elefant felt sure of
foot on the dusty trails, powering up the
loose chalk climbs, and scrabbling over
obstacles in its way. A small river crossing
nearly proved to be its undoing though
when the solid-looking river bed turned
out to be nothing of the sort, allowing the
Elefant to dig its way in up to its axles. It’s
at times like this that you appreciate the
lower seat height which allows you to pad-
dle the bike easily, and the benefit of a
good pair of waterproof boots.

If there’s one thing that comes across
from riding the Elefant off road, albeit in
predominantly dry and dusty conditions,
it’s that it truly is designed to be a dual
purpose machine. Okay it’s heavy and
there’s a lot of weight over the front
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wheel, but the suspension copes really
well with the rough. The bashplate is solid
and can handle the knocks, and the rest of
the components feel tough enough to
withstand the bike regularly turning its

wheels off tarmac.

But the reality of the situation is that
most will rarely venture from the black-
top, spending the majority of their lives as
nothmg more than butch roadbikes.
Certainly the Elefant
can play that role well
enough. Our one came
in a lustrous metallic
blue paintscheme, the
twin headlights give a
good spread of light in
the dark and the
engine is docile enough
to tick over from cold.

As an A-B machine
the Elefant is comfy,
easy to ride and as
friendly as a big St
Bernard dog. And, as
long as you're not in a
hurry, plenty fast
enough for most situa-
tions. It will top
110mph, and feels
quick provided you’re
prepared to rev it; for
despite pulling from as
| little as 2,500 revs it
really begins to get a
move on between 5-
8,000 rpm when power
comes on strongly.

What it does lack
however is a sixth ratio
in its positive shifting
gearbox. It seems odd
that the 900 version
with its torquier engine
should get six-speeds,
whereas the 750 has to
make do with just five.
At motorway cruising
speeds you're always
looking for an extra
cog to reduce the fuel
consumption and the
strain on the engine.
Not only that but a
sixth gear would go
some of the way to alle-
viate a lot of the
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mechanical noise that comes up from the

Ducati motor beating away beneath you.
Not noted for being the quietest of units,
this one seemed particularly noisy, clat-
tering and thrumming whenever the
throttle was opened. The brakes too could
be noisy, particularly the single front
296mm disc which required a good

squeeze to elicit any retardation at all and

squealed in protest every time it was oper-
ated. The spongy lever which could be
pulled right back to the bars didn’t really
invoke a lot of confidence either while the
rear brake was the opposite, locking up at
the slightest provocation.

As a tourer, the 750 Elefant excels.
The fairing works well (better than before
as a consequence of the lower seating
position), and the bike’s whole set-up
lends itself to covering large distances
comfortably. For solo use there’s plenty of
room behind you on that big sculpted sad-
dle for a backpack or other bag, and two-
up the seat is both roomy and comfort-
able. Behind that there’s a small rack-
cum-grabrail which though not very large
is strong enough to support a heavy pack,
and larger racks are available as aftermar-
ket accessories. The footpegs have
removeable rubber covers which help
minimise the effects of the Vee-twin
engine - though vibes from the Ducati
motor never feel unpleasant. In front of
you is a standard range of dials and warn-
ing lamps (though there’s no clock like
there is on the 900), and the trip reset is
still too small and needlessly fiddly. At
least with a 5.3 gallon tank and generous
fuel consumption up in the mid-40s, the
fuel stops should be at least 200 miles
apart. Further if you’re careful.

For an outlay of £5,850 (or £6,550 for
the 900), the Elefant seems pretty good
value, bearing in mind it comes with a two
year warranty and it’s cheaper than both
the SuperTenere and the Africa Twin. It’s
a roadbike, trailie and tourer all rolled
into one. It’s comfortable, economical and
easy to ride, and with its new lower seat
height should now be more accessible to a
larger number of people.

Given the existing problems with sup-

ply and demand, it makes you wonder
whether Cagiva wouldn’t have been better
off raising the seat height by a few inches!

NEW 750 ELEFANT
NOW IN STOCK
DEMO AVAILABLE

CHRIS CLARKE MOTORCYCLES
36 NORWICH ROAD, WYMONDHAM,
NORFOLK, NR18 ONS.

TEL; 01953 605120
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Everything for the
off road enthusiast -

*" ALLUNDER ONE ROOF!

o

Demonstrations

THE INTERNATIONAL
EDHIBIITIOMNS
COESNATIRS
k- November 9th - 12th 1995
e 10am - 6pm Daily

~_ Adults £6 Children £3
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| m A4 -
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L A l Sl __ Children @ £2.50 £
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e 4 your cheque/postal order made payable to The Dirtbike Show to:
The Dirtbike Show, PO Box 1, Bridgend, Mid Glam. CF32 9YQ Tel: (01656) 720023
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We don’t claim this to be the definitive guide to all the trailbikes ever made,
merely the sum total of our collective knowledge, trawled from the depths of
dim and distant memories and assembled in some sort of order that you
may find useful. What we do know is that no-one produces a guide to trail
bikes that is as comprehensive as this, and that if you think there are revi-
sions we should make, bikes that need adding to the list or merely things
we’ve got wrong please feel free to write them down on a scrap of paper and

stick it up your nose. Thank you.

APRILIA

Italian concern assembling rather than
actually manufacturing bikes. In their
short history they’ve enjoyed much com-
petition success,” and the products are
generally well made, up to the minute and
above all stylish.

RX125: w/c, 2-str, single. Superb, mod-
ern trailbike in both learner legal and full
power form. Peaky and powerful engine
with great suspension, and massive
amounts of pose. Useful off-road. Verdict:
A modern Italian DT.

Tuareg 50/125: w/c, 2-str, single.
Smart little trailbike with Paris-Dakar
styling cues designed to encounter noth-
ing more hostile than Rome’s potholed
streets.

Tuareg 125 Rally: w/c, 2-str, single.
Outrageously good looking Paris-Dakar
styled trailie with a high spec inc USD
forks, fully adjustable suspension etc.
High seat
height more
than made up
for by poseabil-
ity.

Pegaso 125:
2421bs/110kg,
124cc, w/c, 2-
str, single with
a claimed
31bhp.

Tol A r-e g
600/650: a/c, 4-str, sohc, Rotax-pow-
ered single, e/s. Paris-Dakar lookalike with
a high specification (USD forks etc), and
flashy paintjob. Reasonably light and not
overly tall for this type of bike, nice
machine if you can find one. Verdict:

Posing tackle that works.

Pegaso 650: 1992-on, 348lbs/157kg,
w/c, dohg, 4-str, e/s single, with a claimed
50bhp. Stylish and quick trailie using
poky 5-valve Rotax engine, good for
about 110mph with cornering to match.
Lighter than the BMW F650 and the
Pegaso’s twin exhaust is much better
tucked in, but it has a much higher, less
comfortable seat (36 inches) and fewer
layers of paint. 19 inch front wheel limits
tyre choice, and beware iffy sidestand,
cunningly hidden fuel tap and small
reserve. Capable big trailie both on and
off the road and good value. Verdict:
Flying horse, flies high.

ARMSTRONG

Grew out of Jeff Clews’ CCM company of
Bolton and CanAm/Bombardier bikes for
the army. (Bombardier were originally a
French Canadian company that manufac-
tured snowmobile engines - they are now
a massive worldwide engineering compa-
ny that owns Rotax, among others).

250: a/c, 2-str, singles (Bombardier
engines).

500: a/c 4-str, singles (Rotax engines)
with left hand kick starts.

CCM: A few enduro bikes based on the
moto-crossers).

NB: Armstrong sold out to Harley
Davidson who now build 350cc electric
start versions of the old 500s for the
army.

ATK: a/c 4-str, sohc, Rotax-powered sin-
gles. US-made, high quality motocrossers
with unique engine-sprocket mounted
rear brake on some models.Any genuine
trailies?

BARIGO: a/c, 4-str, sohc, Rotax-powered
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R100G/S: 1988-0

TRAILBIKE GUIDE

singles. French-made range of specialist
on/off road bikes built by Patrick
Barigault. They specialise in supermotard
bikes and desert racers, both of which
have had some competition success,
though they also do a trail/enduro bike.
The same basic rotax mill that in MZ guise
churns out 32bhp produces a claimed
60bhp when tuned to Barigo’s specifica-
tion... but they say it’s reliable. Verdict:
Gallic charm.
BMI
Traditional air-cooled, pushrod boxer flat
twins. Some rare collectibles: early pre-
G/S ISDT boxers which weigh only
320lbs! Genuine Paris-Dakar machines.
Specialist builders: Schek and HPN. UK
expert: Jon Watson-Miller at Bracken
motorcycles in South East London (0171-
231-9438).
R80G/S: 3741bs, a/c, 4-str, 797cc, twin.
One of the first mega-trailies. Launched
in 1981, Monolever rear end, kick and
optional electric start. Special big-bore
versions of which took Hubert Auriol and
Gaston Rahier to four Paris-Dakar wins.
Original ‘Paris-Dakar’ version of G/S was
just the standard model with a big tank
and bore no relation to the real desert
racers, which were built specially by
Herbert Schek. The most trailable of all
the Beemers distinguishable by its high
front mudguard and simple instruments.
Verdict: The one to go for.
220kg/4841bs, a/c,
| 4-str, twin,
e/s. More
_ powerful
60bhp engine
| complete with
. double-joint-
ed drive shaft
(Paralever)
and much
improved

suspension front and rear. Colours were

white/blue and black/yellow (the won-
derful ‘bumble-bee’) with mini-fairing.
One of the most versatile motorcycles on
the planet with neat panniers, clock and
heated handlebars all available from the
BMW catalogue. Superb go-anywhere
tourer with surprising off-road-ability
but a bit thirsty on the motorway

(35mpg). Verdict: A two-wheeled Land
Rover.

R100GS: a/c, 4-str, twin, e/s. Revised in
1991 with proper fairing and more garish
paint job. Final revision for UK in 1993
with ‘P-D’ version when humungous plas-
tic tank (already available on the conti-
nent) finally became legal, also sported a
set of external fairing crash bars. Single-
seat with extra large rack available as
option. Last officially imported in
1994.Verdict: Big and butch.

R8O0OGS: a/c, 4-str, twin, e/s. Small bore
version of the above with same dimen-
sions and 50bhp.

R1100GS: 1994-on. 209kg/461lbs, o-
a/c, 4-str, 8-valve, 1086¢c, twin, e/s, 5-
speed, 80bhp. Mega-Monster trailie based
around the brand new four-valve boxer
engine mated to Telelever chassis. Huge
stomp plus ABS which can be turned off if
desired. Superb road bike but not nearly
as off-roadable as the old boxers. Recall in
‘94 for problems with Telelever ball joints.
Verdict: The first trailie superbike.

F650 ‘Funduro’: w/c, 4-str, dohc,
652cc, single, e/s, 48 bhp (claimed).
Aprilia-built, Rotax-engined trail bike
launched in 1993 to bring BMWs to the
masses. Based on Aprilia’s Pegaso, but
with four valves instead of five, more
expensive, heavier and more ‘roadified’,
with larger tank, stainless exhaust and
much lower seat, although still eminently
trail-able. Great fun to ride on or off road,
and surprisingly quick - these babies will
make a genuine 46bhp at the rear wheel.
Beware clunky gearboxes, 19in front
wheel limits tyre choice. Sold like hot
cakes thanks to legendary BMW build
quality. Verdict: Solid and sensible.
CAGIUA

Italian manufacturer that now owns
Ducati, Husqvarna and Morini.

W4: w/c, 2-str, 50/80cc, single, 6-speed
gearbox trail moped. Looks like a pukka
enduro tool but restricted model wouldn’t
pull the skin off a rice pudding. 80cc ver-
sion much better bet.

Super City: 125kg/276lbs, w/c, 2-str,
124cc  single, e/s, 7-speed, 34bhp.
Outrageously styled super-moto available
in learner legal and unrestricted flavours.
Even the full power model is hard work
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due to peaky and raucous engine inherit-
ed from the Mito sports bike. Fast and
handles well with sticky road tyres. Could
be fun for humiliating bigger bikes on the
road but otherwise pretty pointless.
Makes a TDR feel civilised. Off road? Only
for super-moto racing, for which it had its
own class in France. Verdict: Teenage
kicks.

WMX500DE:1986-88, w/c, 2-str, single.
Strange specialist desert racer with large
tank, limited lock and high quality com-
ponents. Very few around.

W8: 264lbs, w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single, 6-
speed, 31hp. Excellent trailbike version of
above but with a couple of ponies less and
no upside down forks. very few sold in UK.
T4: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 450cc, single. A few
imported to UK in 1989 by Moto Vecchia.
Fore-runner to W12 and W16. Plastic tank
holds 4 gals. e/s option as well as kick-
starter. Alloy rims and swing arm. Poxy
rose joints on gearchange broke early on.
W12:a/c, 4-str, sohc, 350cc, 4-valve, sin-
gle, e/s 6-speed, 25bhp. Simple, no frills
trailbike (as used by Italian army), a bit
like an Italian XT350 but not as tough.
Very few were sold in UK. Verdict:
Something different.

W16: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 601cc, 4-valve, sin-
gle, e/s, 34bhp. Tasty looking, but a little
underpowered at only 34bhp for new
learner laws. Looks similar to Yam XT600E
but lighter, lower and more colourful -
and less robust off-road.

Elefant: mid-eighties. 0-a/c, 4str, desmo,
V-twin. Engine originally derived from
Ducati Pantah. Started as 650cc in mid-
eighties, grew to 750cc by 1988, though
there was a smaller 350cc version avail-
able to suit learner laws in other coun-
tries.

Elefant 350: o-a/c, 4-str, desmo, V-twin,
e/s. Middleweight version of the lovely
750, with much less power but almost the
same weight. Not many imported for the
simple reason that no-one really wanted
one. Verdict: Curiosity value only.
Elefant 750: 1988-1990. 188kg/414lbs
0-a/c¢, 4-str, desmo, V-twin, e/s.
Distinctive looking big trailie with
white/red/blue/blue paintwork, angular
styling and gold anodised rims (21 inch F,
17 inch R). 750 motor was nice, but suf-

fered from poor carburetion at bottom
end thanks to Bing carbs. Nimble handling
and good off road ability.

Elefant 750/900 (Second genera-
tion): o-a/c, 4-str, desmo, V-twin, e/s,
60bhp/68bhp (claimed). Second genera-
tion Elefants from 1991-ish are bigger,
and slightly heavier than their predeces-
sors. Lovely torquey engines are based on
the Ducati 750 and 900SS. 1991 versions
(distinguishable by Lucky Explorer
paintscheme), were higher spec than later
ones, with Ohlins suspension and elec-
tronic fuel injection. Although they have a
high CofG the new generation Elefants
make a great touring bike for the road,
but they’re a bit monstrous off-road -
more like a Super Tenere than the original
Transalp-sized 750s. Verdict: For those
who like to be seen and heard.

ENFIELD INDIR
Bullet trail: a/c,
4-str, ohv, single.
Indian made version
of the venerable
Royal Hen, now with
12v electrics and

sprung saddle
option. Verdict:
Strictly for
masochists every
where.

GILERRA

Now defunct part of
the Piaggio group
with legendary
road-racing history.
50/125: a/c;-2-str;
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single. Learner bikes - not officially
imported.

RC 600: w/c, 4str, 558cc, single, e/s.
Nice-looking P-D styled trailie with unim-
peachable Paris-Dakar winning pedigree.
Shares engine with Nordwest. Quite a few
still for sale brand new from selected
Italian specialists. Good value at approx
£3500. Watch out for fragile plastic.
Nordwest: 140kg/308lbs, w/c, 4-str,
558cc, single, e/s. Supermoto version of
the RC 600 with 17 inch cast alloy wheels,
USD forks, and serious brakes. Superb

‘street scrambler’ with drop-dead looks,
but not as powerful as the Pegaso or F650,
and engine can be vibey. Still a few new
ones around. Verdict: Wonderful style.

XRT600: w/c, 4str, 558cc, single, e/s.

Clumsily styled, Paris-Dakar influenced
big trailie that uses the stock Gilera lump
in yet another manifestation. Big, heavy-
ish and extremely rare in the UK. Verdict:
Ugly duckling.

HARLEY DAVUIDSON

Not the V-twins, but a mish-mash of
European-made stuff with the H-D badge.
H-D 90: a/c, 2-str, 90cc, single.
Aermacchi-made 1970s mini-trail funbike.
Very rare these days. passable off road.
CCM sold the rights to the Armstrong
army bikes to H-D circa 1992, and H-D
duly won the British army contract. Now
electric start (after heavy squaddie casual-
ties with the old left-side kick-starts) and
reportedly more robust but down-sized
from 500 to 350cc.

HONDA

XL = a/c, 4-str, trail.

XR = a/c, 4-str, enduro.

MTX = a & w/c, 2-str, trail.

Basic beginners’ bikes: XL100S, XL125S,
XL185S. 1970s-80s. All use basically the
same sohc air-cooled engine in twin-shock
chassis (but with different gearboxes).
Great bread-and-butter trail bikes, but
getting a little long in the tooth nowadays.
As with all small Hondas, frequent oil
1ckflanges are the key to a long, trouble-free
ife.
Cub 90: Whacky off-road ‘scooter’ for
whacky off road riders, different, but lack-
ing any lights or credibility! Verdict: For
planet-e.
MTS50: a/c, 2-str, single. Many a 16 year-
old’s first bike. Unburstable moped-legal
trail bike. Staple fare for trail parks.
Verdict: Fun in a small package.
MTX 125: 2271b/103kg, w/c, 2-str,
124cc, single. Learner-legal monoshock
trail bike with an unfortunate propensity
for brewing up in serious off-roadery. No
longer imported. Definitely not as robust
as the XLs.
MTX200: w/c, 2-str, 198cc, single. Bigger
brother of 125, but never quite lived up to
expectations. Quite rare and prone to boil-
ing up - no cooling fan. Be very careful
replacing ceramic seal on the water pump.
Questionable reliability especially with
old ones. Verdict: Good for making tea.
CL250S: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Bit of an oddity sold to farmers in the
early Eighties, for on and off road work.
Unusual in that it featured a 5-speed gear-
box with a range of both high and low
options. More roadified than most trailies
with low saddle and front mudguard, and
chromed (twin) shocks. boxy styling and
front and rear drum brakes makes it rare
but not highly desirable. Verdict:
Conversation stopper only.
TLR200: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 199cc, single.
Pukka outdated trials machine with road
legal ability. Ideal for really snotty green
lanes and long distance trials events, but
not as comfy as some trail bikes and not
really built for speed. Still available new
as personal imports at fairly attractive
prices.
XL100: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 99c¢c, single, 6-
speed. very basic, cheap to insure learner
trailie. Later versions were smaller all
round with more basic instruments.
Verdict: Good starter machine.
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XL125: 231lbs, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc,
single, 6-speed. Basic, twin-shock learner
bike used by legions of beginners in the
70s & 80s. Usually badly treated, unusual-
ly they still survive.

XL125R: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc, single,
6-speed. Monoshock version of above,
analagous to 250R and S500R. Later,
Italian-built monoshock Dakar version
with big tank and electric start can be
found as grey import.

XL185: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 185cc, single, 5-
speed. One of the definitive original green
laners. Twin shock version only, but can
be upgraded with later 125R parts, includ-
ing chassis!

XL250: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Started
life way back in the 1970s with the
Motorsport, a basic twin-shock trail bike
not unlike Yam’s XT500. Verdict: Capable
plodder.

XL250S: 1978-on, 261lbs, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 248cc, single. Which sported a
four-valve, twin-port head pumping out
all of 26bhp, but still with 6-volt electrics
at first; twin shocks and crappy SLS front
and rear brakes and an unusual 23 inch
front wheel, giving little tyre choice. Later
versions adopted the Honda Pro-Link rear
end and 12-volt electrics. Good all
rounder, but better on the road than off
it. Comfy saddle and decent build quality
make this a good secondhand buy if you
can find one. Because this was the bike
from which the legendary RS250
despatcher’s tool was derived it means
you can bolt the complete 12-volt RS250
flywheel, generator and engine cover
straight on to any of the 6-volt XL or XR
250s and 500s. The accelerator-pumped
carb of the RS will also give a useful power
increase to the 250.

XL500S: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Practically identical to the XL250 apart
from the bigger cylinder and head and a
longer frame although it is possible to
squeeze the bigger engine into a 250 chas-
sis. Only 32bhp, but loads more stomp
and the same crappy front brake - green
racing linings help a bit, but beware low-
speed lock-ups! Fortunately the 23 inch
wheels can be re-laced with 21linch rims
which actually improves the handling and
provides a vast increase in tyre choice!
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Beware starting problems and low revs
misfire caused by furring of the alloy
earthing plate - solution is to take a lead
direct from engine to coil.
XL250R/500R: 1984-on, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, single. The cylinder heads
were now blessed with Radial Four Valve
Combustion (RFVC), vastly superior Pro-
Link mono-shock suspension, beefier
forks and much better TLS front brake in
a 21 inch wheel, and 12-volt electrics - a
much better bet all round than the ‘S’
models if you can afford them. Only snag
with the TLS front brake is that it will not
stop you from rolling back on a hill! The
CR motocrosser front end will fit straight
into the XL headstock so long as you use
the whole assembly. Beware top end seep-
age of oil between head and barrel. The
XL250R finally lost its metal tank and was
developed into the XR version. Early
XL500 engines were very popular in single
cylinder road racing, so second hand
spares are hard to come by. Frequent oil
changes are essential to avoid the dreaded
knackered head syndrome caused by the
camshaft running direct in it although
bearing conversions are available. Some
250s suffered from dodgy gearboxes and
frequent top end problems. Verdict:
Cheaper than an XR.

XL350/400: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single. Grey import originally built for
French and Japanese markets - a big-bore
version of the 250 rather than a sleeved
down 500. Verdict: Very rare.

XL60O0OR a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Larger version of 500R later swapped its
drum front brake for a disc.

XL600OLM: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, sin-
gle. Paris-Dakar version of above with big
tank, flashy twin headlights, red painted
engine, tubeless gold spoked rims and
glory-be, electric start. Unfortunately it
didn’t go as well as it looked - one of the
magazines put one on a dyno at the time
and got only 26bhp at the rear wheel.
Verdict: Nicely individual.

Honda XRs: Most not officially designed
for road use (except for the XR-Ls), but
virtually all have been registered for the
road by owners, with varying degrees of
legality.

XR75/80: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Small
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wheel mini-bike with poky engine for
teenagers, but we know of at least one
street-legalised one used as a fun green-
laner after modification with big wheels.
XR100: 68kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 99cc, sin-
gle, 6-speed. Mini off roader based on
XL100 engine but with 19 inch front and
16 inch rear wheels. Great, fun bike on
which to learn basics. World champion
road racer Kenny Roberts uses them to
teach sliding techniques to GP hopefuls.
XR200: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single, 5-speed.
Early twin shock bikes (originally based
on the XL185) made brilliant green laners.
Still fairly popular though later mono-
shock versions are better and more plenti-
ful. Drum bakes let it down though some
late Japanese spec models come with
discs. Light enough to pick up if need be.
Verdict: Still a great trail bike.
XR250(R): a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, ‘sin-
gle. Based on both XL250S and 250R with
identical frames but more suspension
travel, disc front brake and slightly hotter
cam giving small power increase. Early
monoshock with twin carbs could be a sod
to start when hot - go for the later single-
carb model. The XR250 makes a very good
off-road all-rounder - light weight and
adequate power (30bhp claimed) makes it
perfect for trail riders and clubman
enduro riders : :
alike, and tol-
erable on the
road. All
Honda 250s
need to be
revved hard if |
you want to
get a move on.
New ones
come with
electric start and there’s now a Baja ver-
sion available with huge twin headlamps,
among other detail changes.Verdict:
Popular and versatile trailie.

XR250L: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Grey import with road-legal lights, speedo
and indicators. Slightly heavier than R.
XR350: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Mid Eighties (monoshock) version, only
imported for a very short time and now
rare in UK. Much the same as the 250 but
with extra poke and unfortunately extra

weight.

XR500: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
bigger version of XR250, as used by Eddie
Kidd for wheelies. Early version was devel-
oped into the XR550RR on which Cyril
Neveu won the 1982 Paris-Dakar rally.
XR600: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Several versions since 1984, mostly
imported from USA until Honda UK start-
ed importing in 1994. Early versions easy
to tell by drum rear brake and twin carbs.
All are great off roaders, with pukka sus-
pension and lightweight chassis. Not
much fun on the road because of the
vibes, lack of creature comforts, and
twitchy handling. And some can be real
pigs to start. Often the bike of choice for
overlanders but beware, rear subframe is
not built to take a lot of weight. Honda UK
have not homologated the latest continen-
tal-spec version even though it comes with
proper speedo and head and tail lights
(but no indicators) so they’re still not offi-
cially road legal and sold by Honda deal-
ers ‘for off-road use only’ - but it’s easy to
road-register as an individual so can still
be ridden away from the shop. Great
wheelie-pulling ability, and very light
compared to something like an XT600.
Has become the privateer’s desert rally
bike by which all others are judged - light,
relatively simple and very robust. The
best noise/power compromise is to keep
the main body of the original baffle, but
take out the inner core - this looks and
sounds ‘kosher’ but liberates most of the
power. Official HRC hop-up kits with big
bore (630cc) and hot cam are available
but not recommended for off-road use or
long-distance reliability. Tons of other
tuning parts available. Verdict: Definitive
‘pukka’ big banger.

XR650L: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, 644cc,
single, e/s. Grey imported, fully street
legal version of the XR600 using electric
start Dominator engine and some of the
roadgoing niceties. Slight weight penalty,
but a real beauty if you can find one.
Balancer shaft makes this a much nicer
animal on the road, and not much worse
off it. Verdict: Worth searching out.
NX125: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc, single, 6-
speed. Mini-mini Dominator for continen-
tal learner market, based on the XL125
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motor. Popular commuter in France, not
seen much over here.
NX250/350: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single, e/s. Mini-Dominator, much smaller
and lighter than big brother and surpris-
ingly quick (85mph) thanks to a relative-
ly highly tuned water-cooled engine. Ideal
for the vertically challenged and for dou-
bling up as an economical commuter.
350cc (Sahara) version built in Brazil for
South American market.
AX1: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single, e/s.
Japanese home market version of the
NX250, built for the street only, with cast
wheels and twin tail lights.
NX650P Dominator: a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 644cc, single, e/s. The defini-
tive civilised big-single four-stroke trail
bike, with genuine off road ability.
Torquey 44bhp motor with handy electric
start - early versions had kick-start as
well. Classy cosmetics make crashing
expensive and despite the mini-fairing
still much more tiring than something like
a Transalp on M-ways. Nevertheless a
good touring bike providing you don’t
want to go too fast. Watch out for rotted
wheel rims on early models. Plentiful in
UK but high build quality means second-
hand prices are quite steep.
XLV600OVP Transalp: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, 583cc, V-twin, e/s. Called the
Rally Tourer, its name befits its descrip-
tion. True dual purpose machine, great
all-rounder. Engine based on the VT500,
and larger versions now power the Bros
and Africa Twin. Unburstable and torquey
motor churns out a claimed 55bhp but
can be tricky to work on unless out of the
A - fartasmeey,
Expensive
cosmetics
worth pro-
tecting if
yotu’re
going to
venture
off road.
Early ver-
sions easy
' to spot
due to hub rear brake which was prone to
going oval. Suffers from rotting wheel
rims (like Dominator) in certain cases,

and single front discs (identical to
CBR600s) can wear fast. Slight facelift in
1993 improved fairing protection slightly.
Later versions also come with handy cen-
tre stand which was an option on earlier
models. Beware handlebar rubber-mount-
ings wearing out giving ‘twisted’ and
remote feel to bars. Sensible secondhand
prices. Verdict: Superb trail bike for tour-
ing on.

XLV750: a/c, 4-str, sohc, V-twin. Mid-
80s precursor to Transalp but featuring
shaft-drive, and distinctive red engine.
Never officially imported into UK, but
quite common in France.

XRV650 Africa Twin: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, V-twin, e/s. Even closer to
HRC P-D specials, mass-produced monster
trailie that was extremely popular in
Europe in 1989. About 100 were specially
built for HRC-supported mass entries to
Paris Dakar.

XRV750 Africa Twin: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, 742cc, V-twin, e/s. Bored out
from 650cc to 742cc in 1990 to make an
impressive but rather top-heavy Paris-
Dakar styled mega-trailie. Much more
expensive than the competition at the
time, though they had high build quality
and came with trick on-board computer.
Better off road than you’d imagine, espe-
cially on fast and dusty trails.
XRV750-S Africa Twin: w/c, 4-str, 6-
valve, sohc, 742cc, V-twin, e/s. Lightened,
lowered and improved 1993-on version of
its forbear. Superb, top quality all-
rounder but still relatively expensive.
HUSABERG

KTM owned Swedish range of mainly com-
petition four-stroke machines which use
what is basically a two-stroke bottom end
mated to a four-stroke barrel and head.
Light, powerful and can be vibey.
FE350: w/c, 4-str, 349cc, single, e/s.
Cross between a balls out enduro mount
and a trail bike. Beautifully made, fast
and light. Left hand kickstart negated by
new electric boot. Verdict: A serious tool.

FE501: w/c, 4-str, 501cc, single, e/s. As

above but more so.

FE600: w/c, 4-str, 595cc, single, e/s. As
above but even more so.

HUSQUARNA

Previously Swedish, but now Italian-
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owned company (Cagiva) manufacturing a
range of (essentially) competition bikes
(Enduro and -Motocross), not to mention a
rather nice line in lawnmowers. Both two
and four stroke machines are renowned
for their power to weight ratio and high
quality components, though left hand
kickstarts can be awkward.

WRE125: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single.
Modern, superb, high specification trailie
with powerful revvy motor and top-notch
suspension. Though classified as a trail-
bike it makes a better clubman enduro
mount than pure green laner thanks to
tall seat height, and peaky top-end power
delivery.

JAWA-CZ

Penta 125: a/c, 2-str, 123cc, single. 12
bhp learner legal trail bike from the Czech
manufacturers - unknown quantity.
KAWASAK I

KE = a/c, 2-str, trail.

KL = a/c, 4-str, trail.

KLR = w/c, 4-str, trail.

KLX = w/c, 4-str, trail/enduro.

KMX = w/c, 2-str, trail. X

KDX = a/c and w/c, 2-str, enduro then
trail.

KE 80/100: a/c, 2-str, 79/99cc, single.
Very basic disc valve learner trailie with
drum brakes both ends. Has been around
for donkey’s years and value will be drop-
ping as new learner laws come in. Ideal
second hand bike for the vertically and
financially challenged to start trailing
with. ’

KE125/175: a/c, 2-str, single. Early
twin shock, disc valve trailie dating from
the Seventies. Popular then, but most will
have rotted away by now. Easy to learn on
many were used as farm bikes. Later ver-
sions styled to resemble KDX. Lengthy
production run means Kawasaki must
have got it right. Verdict:Long lived.
KMX125: 2161b/98kg, w/c, 2-str, 124cc,
single. Very able little trail bike powered
by reed valve and KIPS power valve
engine, which can easily be de-restricted
to double power output to a lively 24bhp.
KMX200: 1987-92, 2211b/100kg, w/c, 2-
str, 191cc, single, 6-speed. Big-bore ver-
sion of the 125 with a claimed 30bhp,
which makes a much more able all-
rounder capable of motorway cruising

and a top whack of nearly 90mph. Not as
reliable as the 125 and if used ‘in extrem-
is’ off-road the suspension, and especially
the forks are not as good as later genera-
tion KDXs. Fuel range to bone dry is only
90 miles with 10 mile reserve, and KIPS
valve can give trouble, as can clutch and
radiator (no fan fitted!). 200 also lum-
bered with a 17 inch rear wheel, so it’s
quite common to fit the 18 incher from
the 125 to improve off-road tyre choice.
KMX also suffered from indifferent build
quality, and could be fragile off road. Pads
and discs wore out if you so much as
looked at them. But seat height is much
more accessible for shorties than KDX. Has
not been imported for a few years now, if
in good nick, an excellent trail bike for
most conditions.

KDX125SR: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single.
124cc. Similar engine to the KMX (with
KIPS power valve) but with the stronger
competition-derived ‘perimeter’, square-
tube chassis. Later ones had upside-down
forks, but were slower than cheaper KMX
in restricted form.

KDX175/200: a/c, 2-str, single. origi-
nally sold as a competition only machine
with no speedo or horn and a plastic tank
when they were still illegal on the road.
Fine for enduros but a bit uncivilised on
the road. Peaky and raucous, the first
models were however lighter, lower and
torquier than the later w/c models.
KDX200: w/c, 2-str, 199cc, single. Based
on KDX125, completely redesigned from
a/c version with increased suspension
travel, revised Uni-Track rear end, and
more top end power. Basically a clubman
enduro bike, very few haven’t been raced.
KDX220R/SR: w/c, 2-str, 220cc, single.
As above but updat-
ed for ‘95, and with
more power and
torque. The SR is
the street version.
Verdict: Yummy:.
KL250: a/c, 4-str,
sohc, 246¢c, single.
Late seventies twin
shock trail bike
derived from the 200cc road bike com-
muter. Pretty basic (no balancer shaft),
but also pretty reliable, and extremely
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frugal.

KLR250: 1987-on, 2601lbs/118kgs, w/c,
4-str, sohc, 249cc, single. Reliable if rather
unexciting trail bike with just 23bhp on
tap. Despite the complexity of w/c engine
they’re very robust, and easy to service.
More than capable of economical daily
commuting, but not very fast on or off the
road. Revived as a budget trailie alongside
more expensive KLX having been dropped
when they first came in. Verdict:Excellent
starter trailbike with good manners.
KLX250: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 246c¢c, single.
Enduro version of the early twin shock KL,
with less road manners.

KLX250: 1994-on, w/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
dohc, 249cc, single. The four-stroke
equivalent of the KDX, with similar
motocross-derived perimeter chassis.
Looks the business with handling and sus-
pension to match, but performance of the
25bhp street-legal trail version is a bit flat.
The lighter 30bhp enduro version is a lot
more satisfying to ride, but early ones had
carburetion difficulties, and both need to
be revved hard to produce their power.
Quite tall in the saddle.

KLES500: 3921b/178kg, w/c, 4-str, 8-
valve, dohc, 498cc, parallel twin. Slightly
oddly styled ‘town trailie’ which shares its
engine with the EN500/GPZ500 whose
motors were in turn, effectively one half
of a GPZ90O0R. The revvy little KLE makes
50bhp but is far less trail-friendly than
the torquey Transalp and more tiring on
the road especially with its uncomfortable

(pink) seat and minimal fairing. Quite fast’

for the money and pretty good around
town, but definitely not going to suit
everyone’s “taste or backside. Verdict:
Unique.

KLRGO O

1984-0n,
4301bs,
w/c, 4-str,
d o i el
S64cc, sin-
gle. Big
banger
trail bike .
Started out with a kickstart but became
the first big trailie to be fitted with an
electric boot. Some had balancer chain

problems and early ones overheated due
to poor siting of the thermostat, but oth-
erwise a fine handling road machine with
plenty of trail-ability. Verdict: Sensible
thumper.

KLR 650: 1987-on, 286lb, w/c, 4-str,
dohc, 651cc, single. Bored out version of
the 600. Like the KLR 250, recently re-
introduced as a cut-price all-rounder now
that insurance rating system no longer
unfairly penalises over-600s.
Verdict:Competent rather than spectacu-
lar.

KLR 650 & (Tengai): 1989-on, w/c, 4-
str, dohc, 651cc, single. Bored out to
651cc in 1987, Kawasaki have never had
any success in the African rallies, but the
Tengai (launched in 1989) is their be-
fairinged homage to the genre.

KLX 650: 337lbs/153kg, w/c, 4-str,
dohc, 651cc, single. Bigger version of the
250 with the same drop-dead motocross
looks, but with USD forks. Early ones were
designed without enough clearance
between the rear wheel and the mudguard
which meant the wheel hammers into the
CDI box at max compression with expen-
sive consequences. No bashplate either.
Not as torquey as the Dominator or the
Pegaso but great for smooth dirt roads or
gravel-strewn tarmac. Ideally suited as a
supermoto or town bike. Fast and furious,
but not much plonkability. Enduro ver-
sion and later models didn’t suffer the
same suspension problems. Verdict:Good
but not good enough.

KTM

Mainly enduro two and four-strokes of
dubious street legality. Older enduro
bikes are sometimes trailed, but generally
rather fast/peaky/specialised for green
lane use.

400: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Trail bike version of an existing enduro
bike, but with the added civility of a bal-
ancer shaft. Fast and exciting on forest
roads, but not much of a chugger. Great
on the road though lack of screen may be
a problem for some. Tall seat height and
left-hand Kkickstart make it tricky for
shorties. Top notch suspension, but not as
light as it looks. Also "quite pricey.
Verdict:Specialist tackle.

620: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single. As
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above but more so.
Duke: w/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Strangely-styled. but quite unique
Supermoto version of KTM’s big-banger.
Stylish little headlamp fairing contains
two small headlights, and of course the
bike rides on 17 inch wheels with wide,
sticky rubber. Lots of fun, lots of cred, but
expensive and rare since they’re only
imported in strictly limited numbers.
Verdict: Street rod.

LADERDA

DR650 Atlas: a/c, 4-str, sohc, twin.
Strange overweight trailie produced from
the dying embers of the Italian Laverda
concern. Using the Montjuic engine as its
source the Atlas’ only claim to fame is the
inexplicable ‘Soft Ramble’ sticker that
graced the swingarm. Verdict: Rare with
reason.

MORINI

Camel: a/c, 4-str, ohv, V-twin. Oddball
twin shock, V-twin trailie utilising the
heron-headed Morini lump. High saddle
and limited spares can be a problem, but
otherwise quite robust and great fun if
you can master the left-handed kickstart.
Not very plentiful, but fairly cheap.
Verdict: Eccentric transport.

Kanguro: a/c, 4-str, ohv, 344cc, V-twin.
Looks like an accident between an XT350
and a Transalp. Lovely engine is a bit
dated really, but the Kanguro (couldn’t
they spell Kangaroo?) is definitely worth a
look if you’re after something a bit differ-
ent and don’t mind the left-hand kick-
start. Sold very slowly and remained in
production for a number of years, so it’s
possible to still find new ones, and they’re
very cheap for an Italian bike.
Verdict:Strangely alluring.

MOTO GUZZI
350TT: a/c, 4-str, ohv,
V-twin. Middleweight
Guzzoid with all the
attraction of chicken
pox. Verdict: see below.
V65TT: a/c, 4-str, ohv, [
V-twin. Middleweight ¢ =
Guzzi trailie of average
ability. Hard work on @
the dirt.... and on the §
road. Not many around.
Verdict:Masochists only

need apply.

Quota: a/c, 4-str, ohv, V-twin. Big Guzzi
that like Triumph’s Tiger is really just a
road bike in trail bike clothing, but with-
out the Triumph’s impressive on road per-
formance. A truly monstrous beast with a
seat-height that requires a ladder if you're
under 6ft. It makes even the Tiger feel
small by comparison. Agricultural engine
with torque reaction from the shaft and
dangerous lack of ground clearance both
on and off road. Good fuel consumption
thanks to fuel injection and high gearing,
are about all it has going for it. Incredibly
expensive when it was launched, but
prices did come down. Strictly for straight
dirt roads and motorways. Should come
with a government health warning.
Verdict:Proves that big is not necessarily
beautiful.

MZ

Ex-East German manufacturer with a rep-
utation of making stodgy but solid bikes.
A few a/c, 2-str, 250 ISDT specials around,
though most road MZs are robust enough
to be ‘trailified’. Cheap and cheerful.
Verdict:Worth a trip around the Bloc.
500 Saxon Country: a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, Rotax-powered single. Old-
fasioned looking trail bike, that’s really
just a roadster with a set of trail clothes
on. Expensive for what it is. Verdict:
Obsolete.

ROCON

340RT: a/c, 2-str, Sachs-engined, 340cc,
single. Obscure Canadian bikes using a
snowmobile engine with a pull start and
an automatic gearbox. Manufactured dur-
ing the seventies with a twin shock chas-
sis. Verdict: Wild, but bizzare.

SUZUKI

TS = a/c then w/c, 2-str, trail.

PE = a/c, 2-str, enduro.

SP = a/c, 4-str, trail.

DR = 0-a/c 4-str, trail.
RV125: a/c, 2-str, single.
Strange looking fun bike from
the seventies with small
wheels and balloon tyres
designed for riding on sand.
Looks a bit like a full size mon-
key bike. Quite fun, but rare
and more than a bit odd.

. TS120 Trailcat; a/c, 2-str,
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single. One of the first purpose built trail
bikes to come into the UK in the early
Seventies, with unusual, Land Rover style
high and low ratio 3x2 gearbox.
Lightweight and easy handling twin shock
chassis. A bit of a collector’s item if you
like that sort of thing. Verdict: For
anoraks only.

TS125/185: a/c, 2-str, single. Early sev-
enties twin shock trailie with distinctive
high level pipe which was unusual at the
time. Not many left now.
TS125/185ER: a/c, 2-str, single. Peaky
learner bike from early Eighties still with
‘twin shocks Verdict: Not bad considering.
TS250: a/c, 2-str, single. Much the same
as the early 125 but with punchier 250cc
motor, and low-level chrome front mud-
guard.

TS250ER: a/c, 2-str, single. Early
Eighties trail bike that’s a bigger version
of the 125 with twin shocks and electron-
ic ignition.

TS50: a/c, 2-str, single. Undistinguished
twin shock trailie.

TS50ER: a/c, 2-str, single. As above.
TS50X: w/c, 2-str, single. Modest trail
moped with a roaring 3bhp on tap, and
‘full floater’ monoshock suspension. Good
for a 50 though.

TS125X: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single. Very
competent learner legal trailie. Better
than the equivalent DT at the time.
Verdict: Good secondhand buy.
TS125R: w/c, 2-str, 124cc, single. Latest
version of above with power valve fitted
that just needs connecting up to get full
power.

TS200R: w/c, 2-str, 199cc, single. Grey
import with its own French champi-
onship. As above but with more poke. Not
many around.

PE175: a/c, 2-str, single. Basic twin-
shock clubman enduro bike from the sev-
enties, styled on the RM motocrosser.
Poky at the time, but not by today’s stan-
dards. Last ones had ‘full floater’ suspen-
sion. Reasonable number of tatty ones
still about that can be had for not much
money. i

PE250: a/c, 2-str, single. Similar to 175
but with a better spread of power. Lots of
fun, but noisy as hell.

PE400: a/c, 2-str, single. As above but
with more power than most people could
use in this chassis off-road. Verdict: Wild.
SP370: a/c 4-str, sohc, single. Early
eighties twin shock trailie that seemed

to go on and on. Frugal, robust and rea-
sonably reliable despite lack of balancer
shaft. Good, cheap hack.

SP400: a/c 4-str, sohc, single. As above.
DR125: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Small
and not very powerful trailie but with the
benefit of being robust, reliable and fru-
gal. Verdict: Slow but solid.

DR125 Raider: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, sin-
gle. As above but with false header pipe
and (marginally) bigger P-D style tank.
DR200: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. As
above but despite bigger motor, still a bit
underpowered. Not sold as street legal.
Beware rear. ¢ e
wheel collapse
on early ones.
DR 200
Djebel: o-a/c,
4-str, sohc, sin-
gle, e/s.
Japanese home
market version
of above with
more street
mods (including electric boot), and less
trailability.

DR250: o-a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Grey
import baby brother of the 350 we get
here in the UK, only with USD forks and a
brilliant ride height control making it
more accessible to little people. Verdict:
Worth searching out.

DR350: o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Superb little trailie with dry-sump motor,
excellent suspension, but tiny petrol tank.
A bit cheap in places, but lightweight and
fairly robust. Better off road than on it.
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Front disc brake not very powerful and
wears out rapidly. Can look tatty quite
quickly. Unfortunately kickstart only
(until 95), and high seat height rules it
out for sub six footers. Engine feels
unburstable and will rev and rev though
some have been known to drop valves
occasionally. Verdict: Great trail bike.
DR350(E): o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
single. Enduro version of above which is
slightly ‘harder’ all round. Available in
the UK but very few sold, and no ‘leccy
start available. Verdict: Rare but good.
DR400S: 2871bs, a/c 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
396c¢c, single. Updated SP400 from the
mid-Eighties with alloy petrol tank, but
still twin shock and 6-volt. Beware
camshaft rattles at high mileages. Very
economical, but without the benefit of
balance shafts. Watchout for things shak-
ing loose like engine bolts or perhaps
your leg. Verdict: Shake, baby shake.
DR500S: o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, sin-
gle. Foreign market, bigger-bore version
of the 400. None known in the UK.
DR600S: 136kg/2991bs, o-a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 589cc, single. Classic big
banger with modern monoshock rear end
and balancer shaft motor. One of the best
(and most sensible) of the DRs, but a bit
overgeared and heavy. Can be a bugger to
start when hot till you get the knack.
Verdict: Good secondhand buy.
DR650RSE: o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
640cc, single, e/s. More road than trail
bike, longer, heavier than earlier DRs and
with civilised half fairing and twin
- silencers. Good road bike, but first gear
very high for trails and despite half
decent suspension, still a bit of a handful
on the dirt no thanks to its seat height.
Engine sounds like
a tractor and
vibrates like one.
Carbs can give iffy
running at low
revs. Verdict: Okay
I s’pose.
DR650: o-a/c, 4-
str, 4-valve, sohc,
single, e/s. Latest
version of above
without™ the half
fairing or twin

exhausts. Still overgeared, still rather tall,
but with the best suspension in class. Not
very refined and feels a bit cheap, but
definately heading in the right direction.
DR750: 0-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
The original ‘Dr Big’ - Suzuki’s first
attempt at a Paris-Dakar style big trailie.
No-one has built a bigger single - except
Suzuki themselves. Verdict: Not for the
faint hearted.

DR800: o-a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
The ultimate ultimate. Monstrous single
with gargantuan tank, massive seat height
and weird styling. Could win awards for
ugliness, but pretty good handler and
surprisingly nimble. Massive tank gives
good range. Dropped from the UK range
in about 1993, suffered badly from
Norwich Union’s capacity-based insur-
ance grading, but should be much cheap-
er to insure now. Many engines found
their way into singles racing. But there’s a
few around if you really must have one.
Verdict: Why bother?

TRIUMPH

Tiger: w/c, 4-str, 12-valve, dohc, 885cc,
triple. Brilliant but expensive road bike
from the new Triumph factory, styled to
look like an off roader for the German
market.-Grunty engine makes it quick on
the road but don’t bother venturing off
road, as suspension leaves a lot to be
desired. Rear linkage hangs down below
frame rails and catches on practically
everything. Tall seat height makes low
speed manoeuvring tricky. Verdict: A
trailie in name only.

YAMAHA

DT = a/c & w/c, 2-str, trail.

IT = a/c, 2-str, enduro.

WR = w/c, 2-str, enduro. -

XT = a/c, 4-str, trail.

TT = a/c, 4-str, enduro.
™ = a/C, 4-str,
trail/fun.

BW = a/c, 4-str, trail/fun.
DT125/175: a/c, 2-str,
single. The DTs are the
bike that brought trail
riding to the masses!
Started out as a basic
twin shock trail bike
back in the late Seventies
before adopting can-

tilever rear ends. They built up a reputa-
tion for being an extremely competent
trail tool and taking an amazing amount
of punishment. The 175s were dropped
when the 125 learner laws came along in
1981. Verdict: Still one of the best trail-
bikes ever. ;

DT125(LC): 1987-on, w/c, 2-str, single.
The DT came of age with the adoption of
watercooling, motocross styling, and most
important of all, a power valve. Lost some
of its torque but gained a revvier motor
and lots more top end together with
sophisticated suspension front and rear.
In 12bhp restricted form they’re as flat as
a pancake, but unrestricted make a capa-
ble 24bhp. Although in the fashion stakes
they’ve been overtaken by tricker looking
tackle, they still top the sales chart
because of their hard earned reputation.
still good at off roading though they’re
taller and peakier than ever. Stripped
down and tuned up they will pass as a
good clubman enduro mount. Verdict:
The king lives on.

DT200(R): w/c, 2-str, single. Grey
import big bore version of the 125. Extra
oomph makes it easier to ride. Verdict:
Competent all rounder.

DT250: a/c, 2-str, single. Late Seventies
cantilever shocked version of the smaller
bikes, more power but less agility.
DT400: a/c, 2-str, single. Hairy chested
version of above, not many left now.
IT125/175/200: a/c, 2-str, single.
Early eighties enduro tool. Useful off
road, but a bit hairy on it no thanks to
drum brakes. Use of premix is a bit of a
pain, 175 is the better bet if you can find
one.

IT250: a/c, 2-str, 246cc, single. Less
peaky, bigger bore version of above with
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enough power for any off road activity. At
the time it boasted more power and much
less weight than the equivalent water-
cooled RD250LC twin!
IT425/465/490: a/c, 2-str, single.
Fire-breathing, hard to tame, monster
stroker for serious enduro freaks. Only
for those with lots of skill or very large
gonads. Not the most reliable bike in the
world. Verdict: Melts visors at 50 paces.
WR200: w/c, 2-str, single. Brilliant club-
man enduro bike with lightweight chassis
and ‘soft-tune’ engine, but plenty of
power. Rear suspension oversprung, and
they need gearing down for low speed
trails. Good if you like your bikes tall.
Easy to ride with a nice light front end.
Verdict: Modern classic.

WR250: w/c, 2-str, single. As above but
with ‘hard-tune’ engine. Essentially the
enduro version of the YZ motocrosser but
with wider ratio gearbox and more fly-
wheel. It also came with a lighting coil,
but no lights! Verdict: Peaky and poKky.
WRS500: a/c, 2-str, single. As above but
using air-cooled YZ motor.

TDR 250: w/c, 2-str, parallel twin. A
TZR250 in trail clothing. Great road bike
with demon brakes thanks to dinner-plate
sized front disc, and all or nothing power-
band. Peaky motor makes it difficult to
use off road apart from on fast fire roads,
supermotard or competition road rallies
for which it is ideal. A thoroughly
uncivilised motorcycle - raucous, peaky
and excruciatingly uncomfortable with an
unquenchable: thirst for fuel - and
absolutely fabulous. Beware seizures on
left hand cylinder, and high speed wob-
bles on the road. Has a few passionate and
delinquent supporters. Verdict: For
petrolheads everywhere.

XT125: a/c, 4-str, single. Learner legal
motorcycle without the need for restric-
tion! Verdict: Reliable but intensely bor-
ing.

XT225 Serow: a/c, 4-str, dohc, single.
Small but perfectly formed grey import
trail bike with kick and e/s versions, but
sadly not both together, although retro-fit
kick is possible. Light, manoeuvrable, and
easy to ride. Brilliant attention to detail
such as mini indicators and sensibly
placed grab handles marks this out as a
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superb green laner. Small engine needs to
be worked hard especially on the road to
get decent performance, but its a small
price to pay for such a good bike.
Reasonable numbers brought in so far.
Verdict: Makes sense.

XT250: 2481bs, a/c, 4-str, 249cc, sohc,
single. Early Eighties Cantilever shock
trailie of some note. Light and strong with
balancer shaft engine, they can still be
found for not much money and make an
excellent secondhand buy if in good con-
dition though occasional early ones suf-
fered valve problems. Nice and low
though not very fast. Verdict: Good all-
rounder.

XT250: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Foreign market mini XT350 with all the
benefits but slightly lighter. Rare
TT250-R: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohg, sin-
gle, e/s. Modern lightweight
trailie/enduro that is Yamaha'’s version of
the Honda XR250. Revvy motor and a rea-

sonable spread of power, but rather
expensive.

TT250-R RAID: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
dohc, single, e/s. As above but slightly
more roadified, with large, single, (Baja-
style) headlamp and protective guard.
XT350: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohg, single.
Plain Jane trailie that’s better than it
looks. Early versions boasted 31bhp, but
later ones emasculated to 17bhp due to
noise regs. Chassis and suspension a bit
limited but nevertheless still pretty com-
petent. Plenty of bottom end, not too tall
in the saddle, and excellent economy
(80mpg possible if you try hard). Long
production run means it must be good,
but demand for secondhand ones ensures
prices stay fairly high. Verdict: Carry-on

trailing.

TT350: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Grey import enduro version of above,
with improved suspension, more power,
and more basic instrumentation and light-
ing. Not that scarce considering, they
make a nice trailie with similar reliability
to the XTs. Verdict: Nice one.

XT500: 304lbs, a/c, 4-str, sohc, single.
The original big banger trailie that started
it all. Produced for years and years, even
when superceded by later versions. Twin
shock, 6-volt, character building bike that
could often get into more trouble than it
could get out of. All sorts of special parts
were produced for it for the would be
overlander over the years. Vibrates like a
jack hammer, and very basic by modern
standards but the lack of sophistication is
part of its charm, and the low seat height
makes it much easier to ‘paddle’ than
some of its more monstrous Successors.
Can be horribly unreliable and a pig to

€

start, but its easy to work on and plenty
still around. Classic buffs have inflated
the prices, but don’t pay over the odds.
Verdict: Your dad would love it.

XTS550: 1982-on, 292lbs, a/c, 4-str, 4-
valve, sohc, 558cc, single. Updated ver-
sion of above with 4-valve engine, twin
carbs and cantilever rear end. Smoother
than 500 but hard to get excited about,
and some had gearbox problems. Not
many around now. Verdict: Not as good as
the original.

XT600 Tenere: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc,
single. Superb Paris-Dakar inspired big
trailie with unburstable engine, supple
suspension, mammoth tank and comfy
saddle. Loved by overlanders the world

Ly DA A [T e s

TRAILBIKE GUIDE

over. Huge touring range, and clever
attention to detail ( for instance air filter
positioned under tank to avoid being
clogged by sand and dust). Later Versions
inherited a full fairing but lost some of the
attention to detail. Feels like riding a great
big cosy armchair, and regardless of
Yamaha’s claims to the contrary seems to
have more power than later ‘cooking’ ver-
sions. Real off road ability in most hands.
Verdict: Best of the big Yams.

XT60O0E: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
No frills version of the much loved XT.
Heavier and more sluggish than the origi-
nal thanks to steel rims and generally
lower spec. Unsophisticated especially in
the suspension department, but thorough-
ly crashable and a respectable plodder.
Heaps of grunt. Verdict: Not as good as the
original. )

TT600: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, dohc, single.
Grey import enduro version of above,
with improved suspension, more power,
more basic instrumentation and lighting,
and plastic tank. A few around, they make
a more suitable serious trail bike than an
XT. Verdict: worth looking out for.
XTZ660: w/c, 4-str, 5-valve, dohc, single.
Another attempt at making a long-dis-
tance overland/road version of the vener-
able XT. Heavier, with less range and not
much more power than the original. Less
crashworthy than the first and the taller
saddle may put some off. Nevertheless it’s
had a lot of succes in desert racing form
and with some mods is eminently trail-
able. Verdict: Another good Yam.
XTZ750 Super Tenere: w/c, 4-str, 10-
valve, dohc, parallel twin. Yamaha’s
answer to the Africa Twin. Cheaper build
quality makes it a good value, comfortable
all-rounder on the road with plenty of
touring potential and 200 mile tank
range. Engine is ¢ . o

strong but lacks a
little bit of bot-
tom end, and
gearbox is atro-
ciousi = o i use.
Genuinely fast
and not too bad
off road especial- {
ly in the dry, but
the standard

exhaust is rather wide (catching on ruts).
Decent suspension, but a bit bouncy on
the road. Verdict: A good try.

TDM850: w/c, 4-str, 10-valve, dohc, par-
allel twin. ‘New sports’ road bike with trail
styling developed from the -XTZ750 but
with much gruntier 850cc lump. Lower
seat height, much torquier engine and
better brakes and handling. Early versions
had appallingly clunky gearbox and
exhaust collector box rules out an after-
market centre stand. Not really a trail bike
unless it’s high summer nice and dry and
the trail is easy. Soft suspension limits
speed off road. Verdict: Brilliant trail
influenced roadie.

TW200: a/c, 4-str, 18bhp, single, e/s.
Fattish-wheeled fun bike which makes a
brilliant and economical (though odd-
looking) trail bike for the short of leg, with
both electric start and kick. Surprisingly
good on the road, and makes a competent

commuter (70+mpg possible), but let
down by lousy SLS front drum brake and
needs an extra gear. Suspension a bit basic
and tyres can be expensive. Gearbox
sprocket a special part due to outrigger
bearing. Will embarass pukka trail bikes in
the right hands. Verdict: Strangely attrac-
? tive.

BW200: a/c, 4-str, single,
e/s. True beach balloon-tyred
version of above but not
street legal. Not recommend-
ed for anything other than
sand. Verdict: Sand sled.
BW350: a/c, 4-str, single,
e/s. Hairy-arsed version of
above. Verdict: Get out the
bull worker.
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XT500, + XT500, one taxed and tested,
other spares/repair, also included spare
wheels, forks etc, £750 ovno takes the lot.
Tel Peterborough 01733 325548 or 01832
272081. :

Husgvarna, 420cc, Y-reg, road registered,
quick off road or on, not for faint hearted,
fair condition for age, has everything for
MOT, £420 ono. Tel 01327 342165, ask for
Bob.

Honda MTX125, J-reg, 92, good condi-
tion, one owner from new, £1,075. Tel
01689 834020.

Husqgvarna 500, two stroke single, twin
shock, ‘monster’, new reeds and tyres, but
auto box knackered. Find manual box and
this is a fantastic machine. Space needed,
£175. Tel Rob 01905 381488.

Yamaha XT350, 1990, not used off tar-
mac, good condition, average mileage,
MOT and tax, Datatag, £1,400 ono. Tel
01234 219454 (eves) Bedford.

Kawasaki KMX125, B1, 1986, 12 months
T&T, standard bike, surprisingly rapid and
very reliable, since ownership much
replaced or rebuilt, great looking little
trailie for £795 ono. Tel Jon on 01603
661034

Kawasaki KLX650, L-reg, black, 1600
miles, vgc, very limited use, need a smaller
bike, £3,300 ono. Tel 01480 436069
Huntingdon, evenings.

Gilera NordWest, blue, L-reg, 3,200km,
standard bike, excellent condition, very

reluctant sale, £3,000 no offers. Tel 01254
232458 (Lancs).

Cagiva 900 Elefant, M-reg, burgundy,
6,800km, heated grips, Baglux tank harness
& tankbag, centre stand £4,950. Tel 01254
232458 (Lancs).

Yamaha XT600E, 1991, red/white,
Scottoiler, VGC, commuter use only, MOT,
£1,995. Tel 01268 711451.

Honda XR600R, 1988, E-reg, road legal,
MOT , 6 months tax, in mint standard con-
dition, £1,900 ovno. Tel Bournemouth
01202 417328.

Honda NX250 Dominator,A Small is beau-
tiful, not bashed, crashed or thrashed,

metallic blue, Californian import, cherished
plate, low mileage, £2,000, breaks my heart
to sell. Tel 01582 462956 Harpenden,
Herts.

Yamaha XTZ750, H-reg, 15,000 miles,
Krauser top box and centre stand. New
chain, sprockets and Chaintec recently fit-
ted, £3,000 ono. Tel Preston, Lancs, 01772
735407.

Cagiva Elefant 900ie, Lucky Explorer, J-
reg, 30,000 miles, MOT, vgc, owned and
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maintained from new by engineering lec-
turer, Datatool alarm, heated grips,
Scottoiler, recent new battery, £4,000. Tel
01206 549753 (Colchester).

Yamaha Autoquad 250, to race £1050, to
play £750, also Yamaha IT465, 95%
original, needs clutch sorting, £275, also
Honda CR500, 1986, complete rolling
chassis, £175. Tel andy on Selby 01757
630038.

Honda XIL.185R, just built, rebored, new
crank, T&T April 96, £450. Suzuki PE175
rolling chassis £100. Also wanted, Husky
disc front end (40mm forks). Tel Cleobury,
Mortimer, 01299 270493.

Yamaha IT175, B-reg, very good condi-
tion, MOT, s/steel fasteners, workshop
manuals, £550 01625 613600 Cheshire.

Honda XL.250S, 1979, twin shock, black
enduro plastics, inoffensive to horses and
ramblers, good cheap and reliable bike,
£375. Tel 01895 824030 Middlesex.

XT600 Tenere, 90, G-reg, 10,000 miles,
Micron, Goodridge, Scottoiler, O-ring
chain, Avon Gripsters, maintained regard-
less of cost, T&T, excellent condition, blue
& yellow, £2,000 ovno. Tel (01977)
705092 or car 0378 961536.

KTM620EGS, 4-stroke, 1700km only, M-
reg, 1995, balancer shaft model, indicators,
full lights, sump guard, KTM’s trail bike,
good condition, £3,800. Phone 01777
710660 (Notts).

Yamaha XT250, 1984, unfinished project,
good engine/gearbox, genuine 3,800 miles
only, little off road use,Metzeler multicross
tyres, suit owner with' knowhow. and time,

FAST LANE

HILDENBOROUGH, KENT

Honda XR650L, K reg, elec start, pristine, road use
only, the ultimate real trail bike...................... £3995
XTZ750 SUPERTENERE, K reg, 8,000m, mint, big
top box, alarm, excellent tourer/trailie........... £3795
Husaberg 600 enduro, M reg, 4 stroke enduro, road
legal - just!, very serious bike, as new.......... £2995
DR350S8R, L reg, 94, pristine condition, 7,000m, road
use only, the definitive green lane trailie....... £2895
Honda CRM250 Enduro, K reg, fully road legal by
Honda!, CR engine/chassis, very rare and competa-
AVEIDIkET et e N e s S e £2895
Honda 650 Dominator, G reg, black, 17,000m, great
compromise, great on road, very capable green

(= (o] o i PN el T ook B PR £2795
DR3508S, K reg, blue, 5,000m, immaculate example,
roadiuseionlybigitank:.... .. et i el £2695

Yamaha XT600E, J reg, Super Moto!! 17 wheels the
lot, highly tuned Farnham engine, hot cam, big bore

etc, very fun, very fast.......ccccoceveviinniininnnnd £2795
Yamaha DT200WR, H reg, fully road legal by
Yamaha, YZ engine/chassis, very fast........... £2300

Road based bikes have 1 year warranty/recovery.
We have a big range of road bikes in stock - part
ex/finace available. Open 9am - 6pm, Mond - Sat.

Tel (shop) 01732 838822

or 0831 807070 after hrs.

Also WANTED
Good condition trail bikes - TOP CASH PAID

DIRTY WEEKENDS

If you want to ride some serious off
road in Wales we can arrange it all,
bikes, clothing, food, accommodation,
guides, instruction the lot!! Just bring
yourself.

The fun is guaranteed!!
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all sensible offers considered. Tel 01782
304599.

Wanted

Wanted. Yamaha XT350 exhaust header
pipes, also dials and instruments. DT125R
ones will do at a push. Tel 01722 790545.

Wanted. DT125MX petrol tank in original
paint either red or black, must be very
good condition to complete a full restora-
tion, and must be able to post. Good price
paid. Tel Mark 01276 824091 (Cornwall).

Wanted 80cc trail bike for 12 year old boy,
up to £200, fair condition please. Tel 01305
783103.

Desperately seeking Cagiva Elefant 650.
1985/1986 model, anyone with one for sale
I will be happy to give you lots of loot.
Call Tom (daytime) 0181 224000, or
evening 01753 523845.

Wanted DR350, XT350 or DT400, but
will consider any trail bike. Cash waiting
for right bike. Tel Luton 01582 492758.

Wanted up to 125cc trail or road bike, a
runner if poss, up to £100. Phone Ian on
01737 245394, eves only.

Wanted for Triumph Tiger Cub trail pro-
ject: T20SS crankcases, speedo and brack-
et, 2.5 gallon tank, forks and yokes. Tel
01385 795454. Consider complete project
bike if T20SS.

Wanted Suzuki SP370 gearbox, clutch,
kickstart and exhaust silencer. And a mate
wants a pair of shocks and exhaust for a
Honda XR250. Tel 01992 466846.

Wanted big trail bike in good condition in
exchange for Lotus 501 exotic sports car,
tax, MOT, will deliver, value £2,800. Tel
Paul 01460 281426.

Swop Suzuki RGV250 T&T, many new
parts, value £1700, for trail bike, XTZ,
600cc preferred or may consider other plus
cash. Tel Derby 01332 382790 or 205120.

Wanted Honda XR250 engine or complete
bike considered, any year, runner preferred.
Also KTM250 engine parts wanted. Call
Mat on 01952 606260.

Wanted, Suzuki PE400 1980 (+/-), spares
desperately needed, especially flywheel,
will travel, please help. Tel James 0131
2296184 (Scotland) Ochayethenoo.

Wanted,full or part set of vgec black plas-
tics and a spare rear wheel for a DT125R
(1992 model), also information with regard
to uprating the swinging arm/shock for use
in the trail bike class of enduros - keeping a
rear disc is imperative due to wooden leg.

Spares

DR750 engine, good condition, but no car-
burettor, ignition or starter mechanism,
consider swap for Triumph 650 unit or pre-
unit and gearbox, £800 ono. Tel 01225
705403 Melksham, Wilts.

Yamaha DTR125 engine needs piston and
rebore £80. Bieffe BX6 full face Moto-X
helmet, Kevlar, size XL, colour blue/white
as new still in box £75. Tel 01743 761872
(Shrewsbury).
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what

sell your 2R

trail bike
abselutely

Free

Fill in the form (one word per
space) and tick the box for the
section in which you want to
advertise. Then send it to:

Classifieds section
TrailBike Magazine
PO Box 1555

Salisbury
SP3 4PF

wanted

bikes

spares

Please feel free to send a photo-
graph to illustrate your advertise-
ment though we unfortunately can-
not return any photos sent to us.

-----------------------------
-------------------------
--------------------------------------
--------------------------------------

This service is not available to traders




TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL.

FORGET THE REST - PASS YOUR TEST!
EVERYTHING FOR THE NOVICE TO
THE EXPERIENCED RIDER - 7 DAYS A WEEK.

To put

CBT Phone us now

GORE-TEX CLOTHING FROM ARS® USA
ISDE JACKETS, PANTS, SYSTEM 6 BOOTS, BODY ARMOUR,
GORE-TER GLODES ETC ETC. WE ARE THE SPECIALIST KTM
TRAIL AND ENDURO SHOP IN THE UK. ALL SPARES AND
SERUICING AVAILABLE, MAIL ORDER OUR PLEASURE.
MANY S/H BIKES ALWAYS AUAILABLE (TELEPHONE FOR
DETARILS). NELV ‘95 KTMS EH-STOCK 125 TO 620 LC4
DUNLOP, PJ1, ARAI, AXO, ACERBIS, MSR, TWIN AIR

/""tion Ripon Business Park, 16 Camp Hill Close, Dallamires

. 8
CBT to test f;ﬁ}'\f k g@.} for your free
Bike to bike f‘ﬁ \ o leaflet, or to

your

ad

o 16 EHES TS e
tuition Ancac;Ft)Jr(rjeed
CERCEVARICHIEIR I DER TRAINING D Of

sive courses Transport training body

' TEL. WEYBRIDGE 01932-850282 NOW! :
A DAVE COOPER on this B

THE NUMBER
BIKE RACKS ONE NAME BIKE RACKS

co i Lane, Ripon HG4 1QY
Tel: 01765 608209 Fax: 01765 608223

RAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL

RAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO - TRAIL - ENDURO

- OHNANZ - TIvdLl- OHNANZ - TIVHL - OHNAN3 - 1IvY

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE

BIKE RACKS
Car Racks £49.50 inc P&P
Van/Motorhome Racks
£57.50 inc P&P
4X4 Racks £69.50 inc P&P
Junior Racks 50cc-80cc
Senior Racks 100cc-600cc

Fits any vehicle with British standard towbar, and you can _stiII tow
with the bike rack in use! Made from 4mm British steel tubing and

page B

call

—rr

b, e i |. Lightboards
mig welded. Finished in protective enamel. Lig |

i t?e down straps and double racks also available. I:?gr;ctebi::rlgc;sd |

TRAILERS A ‘

Single BiKe.......ooveeverrirenens £179.00 '7 9 O !

Double Bike......ccccceeeiuvenen. £209.00 ‘!‘-

TtebleBike: . i caeiiiivesils £265.00

QuadiTrailerssz i ouit. .., £249.00 |

All prices include VAT

Delivery service available
Spare Wheel £17.50 extra. Trailers come with independent

suspension, clip-on loading ramp, tie-down loops, wheel

support clamps, security locking facility, removable light

TOW BARS board and six enamel colours. NEW wall mounting ‘brack-
Supply and fit or DIY kits available ets - to hang trailer on your garage wall - £15,00 pair.

DAVE COOPER

Dept TBM, 88 Mount Culver Avenue NOW!

Sidcup, Kent DAl4 5JW
Tel: Day or Eve: 0181 302 7246/0860 702112

Think you can write 1000 words on your trail bike, making it
salient, cohesive and above all witty? If so we want to hear from
you. Especially if you've travelled somewhere on it and you've got

some great pictures you just need to show to thousands of like-
i ninded people, send your pearls of wisdom together with your photos
to TrailBike lagazine, PO Box 1555, Salisbury SP3 4PF,

Who knows if it’s good enough we may even pay you £30 for the
privilege, so get scribbling. (Typed text only please - and yes we

will return your photos if you send us an SAE).
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Kawasaki’s little KLR often gets overlooked by the press.

But, claims Roger Evans, it’s definitely worth a second look

The Kawasaki KLR250 is to my mind one
of the great forgotten trail bikes of the
last few years. Not seen out on the trail
much, and easily dismissed as being
underpowered and overweight the KLR
has nevertheless, got a lot going for it.
I'm currently on my second KLR and
I suppose that qualifies me as a bit of a
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cradle frame which will stand up to a fair
amount of abuse, although I was a bit
alarmed at the crease in the frame tubes
under the engine, but a quick look at a
new KIR in the local Kawasaki showroom
revealed they all look like that - phew!
Suspension at the rear is by Uni-
Track linkage with the single shock
absorber adjustable for
preload and damping.
At the front the 38mm
forks are air adjustable,
and suspension travel
front and rear is
230mm - a bit less than
some of its rivals, but
adequate enough.
Comforta=Sisy = an
important feature on
_ any trail bike if you’re
going to spend all day
in the saddle, and the
KLR has a nice, wide,
comfortable seat and a
good riding position.
Wide-ish bars that are
easy to steer and foot-
pegs and levers that are
]ust the right size to
a good purchase
¢ ad boots with-

behmd the

The 12 volt electrical system is neat-
ly laid out with battery and master fuse
under the left side panel, though it’s
prone to collecting a lot of crud flung up
off the back wheel (more about which
later). The headlamp throws out a good

beam of light and the flexible indicators

damping pad fitted inside it. Removing
the damping pad and cutting out the
slots in the cover ensures mud and gunge
won’t build up and clog up the front
sprocket or worse, throw the chain.

As mentioned earlier the battery suf-
fers a bit from mud and water thrown up
from the rear wheel, and I've found that

de from an old inner-tube

sriable, reliabl
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YAMAHA
XT225
SEROW

£35950tr

FEATURES INCLUDE:-
ELECTRIC START, LOW
SEAT HEIGHT, HIGH
GROUND CLEARANCE,
EXCELLENT MPG, CHEAP
TO INSURE

9000000000000000000500000000000000000000000

SUPERBIKES
0181-452-
2672/2295

2 CRICKLEWOOD
BROADWAY
LONDON NW2 3HD
ALSO IN STOCK:-
TW200, NX6508S,

Pau {,’) Branson

SORCYCLES

WE STOCK THE FULL RANGE OF NEW

MO

HONDAS
HONDA MACHINES BHONDA

G - XL600V Transalp2 owners, under 10k miles £3195
H - DR800 red, low miles absolutely mint £2595
94 - Honda NX650 Dominator, new, unreg. £4395
Honda XR200RN Pro-Link import, new, unreg. £2295
H - XT600E Devil exhaust, excellent cond. £2495
G - Yamaha XTZ750 SuperTenere v. tidy £2995
L - Kawasaki KLX650 black, 1 own, 4K, as new £3395

F - Kawasaki KDX200 ex condition £1595
94 - Suzuki LT80 Quads . little use, 2 at £1295 each
91 - CR80 motocross £595
Yam 250 Mono ready to trial £895

Honda Spares by post - Next day despatch
22 OxrorD RoAD, PEN MiLL TRADE. EST YEOVIL.
TeL: 01935 74998/24107 Fax: 01935 27335

(AFTER HOURS SALES) 0860 287938

XT600, JH125L

KRESTA
MOTORCYLE

" ENGINEERING
UNIT 11, DAMGATE LANE,
ACLE, NORWHICH NR133DJ
TEL/FAX: (01493) 751803

ANY OFF ROAD IMPORTED
MOTORCYCLE SUPPLIED.

XLV750R
DR250S
TW200
XT225
DT200WR

KDX200SR (ETC)
RING FOR DETAILS
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lllustration John Keogh

Europa, the biggest lumps of rock entirely
in northern Spain. They rise to more than
2500m at Torre de Ceredo, are SNOW-
capped most of the year, and very, very
serious. Only an idiot would treat them
with disrespect. We had plenty of those.
Which is how we came to be on a trail
that was impossible according to the
maps, the locals and the law of gravity,
not to mention common sense. One slip
would see us plummet into the Rio Urdon
2km below - which is the best incentive I
know for not making one. We carried,
pushed, slogged and heaved the bikes

he vulture hung majestically on the thin clear air, wings the down. Sweeny took some pictures to make
size of wardrobe doors, beak like a machete and ‘dinner’ k the coroner’s job
written all over its evil beady eyes. I could have 4 easier
sworn it winked at me. t B

‘You've got to be bloody joking’ , . s

croaked Charlie.

‘You said we needed trail bikes not
bleeding mountain goats’ someone
agreed.

‘1 didn’t come here to be a bloody
bird’s breakfast’, stuttered someone else.

‘Hell of a view though isn’t it?’ I coun-
tered defensively.

Somewhere in the valley below us
wound a tiny filament, no wider than a
hair. This was a track - not just any old
track, but the one we were supposed
to be on. About 4000 feet of vertical
space separated us from it.

‘It’s no problem’ I lied.
‘Besides, we came here for
adventure didn’t we?’

Above us the vulture chuck-
led and reached for the salt.

174

It was Tuesday, not that it mat-
ters. There were five of us clinging to
the side of Horcadura de Canto, ten if
you counted the bikes. The trail - the
map Said it was a sendera, which
seemed to be Spanish for ‘cliff’ - zig-
zagged down the precipice on a
merely vertical trajectory, before
steepening and tumbling out of
site. We struggled on down, main-
ly because there was even less
prospect of getting back up.

The scene was the Picos de

(‘Let the record show death by stupidity’
I imagined him saying). By the time we
got to the bottom we’d used about 2cc of
petrol and two litres of sweat and adren-
aline. My brake light had been on for so
long, the lens had melted and congealed
Dali-style over the rear mudguard.

The next farce took us to Espinama at
the far end of the Vegas del Toro, a pass
bisecting the Picos range. The route
climbs 4000 feet in the space of about two
miles. We paused part way up to take in
the view and a much needed fag. Our old
friend the vulture and its mate glided
lazily by, the odd cowbell tinkled in the
distance, and alpine flowers bobbed in
BY THE the breeze. Nothing else

moved in this colossal
spectacle. ‘Bet there’s a
T‘ME \NE bloody 2CV round the
corner’ joked Davey.
GOT T0 THE ‘Those things get every-
Tm where.’
Bo M There was, and this
WED USED one had. I felt how
ABOUT 2¢C
OF PETROL

Columbus might have
done if he’d arrived in
America to find Michael
Jackson moonwalking

along the beach.
AND TWO The track became
steeper and 2CV-free. The
UTRES OF KMX boiled over and was
SWEAT AND given a drink of Coke,
then, er... recycled Coke
ADRENAUNE when the Real Thing ran
out. Mark who is six foot
four, and needed to be, paddled his
SuperTenere heroically, its resale value
falling faster than the boulders which
regularly toppled off the track behind
us. ‘How can anything with 70bhp
need three people to push it every-

where’ we all enquired.

: We arrived at our proposed
lunch stop in Espinama, just in time
for tea. It was at this point that the
KLR650 belonging to Paul - ‘T've lost

201lbs already today, and each one of

them’s been brown - picked up a nail

in the car park, what turned out to be
the only puncture of the week.
From here the plan had been to

take the Gargantua del Cares back to
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Arenas and home. It turned out that much
of the route lay in the National Park which
then occupied about one third of the Picos
range (now it takes in most of it). A park
warden indicated that thrashing trail
bikes on his patch was a bad idea. Seeing
as he did it with a gun we decided he was
undoubtedly correct and beat a hasty
retreat.

Lunch on the next day saw us at the
top of the Fuente De cable car..... without
using the cable car. A crowd of Japanese
tourists who’d each paid a million Pesetas
for a dangle through the pea-soup mist
peered at us politely with their zoom lens-
es, but still managed to look cheated.
Then to Espinama once again, and up a
fast rocky blitz on the other side of the
valley. The sheer unfettered joy of it all
caused me to lob the KMX into the trees
once again. Then it did its customary
impression of a coffee percolator.

Sunday was the big one. Rise early,
buzz down 30km of tarmac to Potes deep
in the south-western corner of the Picos,
then 170km of high, rough wilderness in
God’s own front garden. And oh how we
prostrated ourselves upon his altar. Alan-
the-horticulturist took to examining peat
bogs from the inside; Martin-the-para-
medic dislocated his thumb, then fell off
again to confirm
the diagnosis; and
Charlie-something-
in-the-city prac-
tised his tube drill;
throw a KLR600
down an escalator
then run in front
of it to see if it can
catch you. It did.

By now the
locals were sort of
getting used to us.
We were variously
regarded as
escaped lunatics or
bug-eyed creatures
from Mars, but the
general view was
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that we were probably harmless except to
ourselves. Asking them for directions
though, was a waste of time. They either
didn’t understand trail bikes’ capabili-
ties’, or they had a cousin called Carlos
who used to be a Montesa works rider,
and promptly sent us up a sheer cliff,

which was even worse.

By the last day of the trip, most of the
collected had succumbed to dirt fatigue. It
was left to Martin and I to strike more
blows for two-wheeled freedom. Martin,
being a member of the TRF, considers it
his sacred duty to open up the impass-
able. '

‘This looks promising’ he cooed.

‘What does? I replied staring at an
impenetrable wall of Spanish jungle.

‘This’ demonstrated Martin, disap-
pearing into the green barricade with a
freedom-fighter’s flourish.

‘This’ - was -an airless mesh of
entwined vines, brambles, trees, logs and
rotting dead things, knitted with a fine
needle and laid to rest on a fly-infested
precipice. the panorama from the saddle
extended in a rich, verdant sweep all the
way to the handlebars. A farmer greeted
us as we eventually toppled from this
undergrowth. ‘Buenas dias’ he said as
though camouflaged foreign bikers

Natemerging  from

. his herbaceous

border were an
everyday event.

Back at base,
g the KMX fell off

M its stand and
< bent the clutch
lever. Five min-
criutesslaterghttie]]
off again and
By broke it this

time. Somebody
produced a cold
beer to round off

the week. ‘Nice
¥ timing’ = I
thought - ‘on

both counts’.
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A N TI O LL UTION S CARF

The Resproe Bandit™ combines
a washable activated charcoal

other col

cloth normally reserved for

bacterial and chemical warfare

protection with a scarf made
from 100% cotton. So... if you
want a total package of at least

six months protection against
urban pollution, call us now for
your nearest stockist .

hay fever, or allergies.

—=20

MADE IN THE UK

Especially effective for those suffering from breathi

INFORMATION LINE
o171 721 7300

such as;

2

PRODUCTS...



