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Authorised Dealers for KTM Motorcycles
Argyll Lewisport, Scotstown, Strontian 01967 402414
Clwyd Colwyn Bay Motorcycles, Colwyn Bay 01492 535959
Devon Plymouth Off road Mororcycles, Plymouth 01752 606888
Devon G T Motorcycles, Plymouth 01752 559063
East Sussex Bikes of Brighton, Brighton 01273 607635
Essex Jim Aim Motorcycles, Sible Headinham 01787 460671
Hereford Dual Sport Motorcycles, Ledbury 01531 632745
Hertfordshire  Waltham Cross Motorcycle, Cheshunt 01992 625173
Lancashire Dave Clark Racing, New Lowston, Preston 01772 612118
Leicestershire  Redline Motorcycles, Sileby 01509 816177
Lothian Eclipse Motorcycles, Tranent 01875 611400
Powys ET. James & Sons, Rhayader 01597 810396
S.Glamorgan  Robert Bevan & Son (M/C) Ltd, Cardiff 01222227477 |
Surrey Motorite Comp Shop, Surbiton 0181 397 4876
Tyne &Wear  The Bike Place, Gateshead 0i91 4883137 *¢
Warwickshire  Stowes Motorcycles, Wellesbourne 01789 840328
W.Midlands ~Speedaway Motorcycles, Warley 0121 559 1270
Wiltshire P R Taylor & Sons, Chippenham 01249 657575
Worcestershire  Wildmoor Comp Shop,Wildmoor, Nr Bromsgrove 0121 453 3121
Yorkshire Eurotek, Ripon 01765 608209
IRELAND:

N. Ireland Norman Watt Motorcycles, Lisburn 01846 638766
CHANNEL ISLANDS:

Jersey G &B Motorama Ltd, St. Helier 01534 22819
Guernsey Mac's Motorcycles, St. Peter Port 01481 39! 1
Isle of Man Road &Track Motorcycles, Douglas 01624 623725
NOTE:

In addition to the above, following branches of MOTORCYCLE CITY*

will be stocking KTM ROAD MODELS:

Berkshire Reading 01734 574044
Hampshire Farnborough 01252 518107
Hampshire Portsmouth 01705 828425
London W Greenford 0181 578 3218
London SW4  Clapham 0171 720 6072
London N7 Seven Sisters 0171 561 9500
Manchester  Salford 0161 737 6000
Middlesex Heathrow 01818902913
Staffordshire  Tamworth 01827 251720
Surrey Purley 0181 763 5700

KTM BIKES: will be on dlsplay at the following events: Manchester Bike Show (9-11 January); The Scotiish Motorcycle
Show (7 & 8 March 1998); Road Racing & Superbike Show - Alexandra Palace (29 January- 28 February 1998)
LOOK OUT FOR SPECIAL OFFERS AT THESE EVENTS

champions

«er.....€nough said!

Joe
Smets
World Champion
4-stroke
Motorcross
1997

Authorised Dealers for Husaberg
Essex Jim Aim Motorcycles, Sible Headinham 01787 460671
Lancashire Dave Clark Racing, New Lowston, Preston 01772 612118

Worcestershire Wildmoor Comp Shop, Wildmoor, Nr Bromsgrove 0121 453 3121

KTM BIKES will be on display at the following events: Manchester Bike Show (9-11 January); The Scottish Motorcycie
Show (7 & 8 March 1998); Road Racing & Superbike Show - Alexandra Palace (29 January- 28 February 1998)
LOOK OUT FOR SPECIAL OFFERS AT THESE EVENTS




appy new year.

f& 1998 is with us so we figured
what better time than this to -
make some New Year’s Resolutions. So
here they are... Judge for yourselves
how likely they are to come to
fruition...

Blez resolves...

e To offload the Blez XR600 at a half
decent price

e To get a bike with an electric starter
e To lose enough weight to fit into his
riding jeans

Dave resolves...

e Not to blag any more gear without
moving to a bigger house because he’s
having trouble fitting it all into his
cupboards

e To remember to take his dirty riding
gear out of the black bin liner before
it goes mouldy, not after

e To stop using old war wounds as
excuses for not finishing events

Si Resolves...

e To spend more time out trailriding
and less time writing about it

e To sort out the editorial project
bike... again

e Er... that’s it

Hmm... resolutions are one thing, but

minor miracles are another thing
entirely...

Cheers. Si Melber
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CRM Gripe/1
Dear TBM

Before I start complaining I
must congratulate you on an
excellent mag, excellent arti-
cles and tests (more CCMs
and big four-strokes please)
and normally very level
headed views on our
sport/hobby.

However, I must disagree
strongly with Si Melber’s
views about the TBEC’s deci-
sion to put grey imported
trailbikes into the enduro
bike class. These CRMs and
the like owe their ancestry
more to motocrossers than
to any dual purpose trail-
bike, and therefore should
be classed as an enduro
bike.

The TBEC is a very friend-
ly well run club with riders
of widely varying abilities
on varying machinery, rac-
ing together and enjoying

Below: The CR250 looks just like the CRM250
but study these pictures carefully and you'll

see that...

themselves, they should be
congratulated on a winning
formula and not criticised
for making the rules fair for
all concerned.

That said, sorry about the
gripe, I suppose one com-
plaint out of hundreds of
articles can’t be that bad
and I will certainly carry on
buying the mag.

Yours faithfully

Mark Eldin
(Mediocre CCM rider)

Sorry Mark, but you could-
n’t be more wrong. Let me
explain: CRM’s and their like
DO NOT owe their ancestry
to motocrossers. In fact they
don’t owe anything to
motocrossers at all except
their looks. The CRM actual-
Ly owes its ancestry to the
MTX200 trailbike with which
it shares a number of parts.
Not a single part of the CRM

is interchangeable with the
CR motocrosser except the
plastics.

Sure you might think
they’re the same because
they look the same, but
that’s like saying your
Renault Laguna is the same
as the car which won this
year’s Touring Car
Championship, or indeed
that your standard Ducati
916 could win a round of
the World Superbikes. Turn
up on one of those and
you’d be laughed out of the
paddock. That’s because
although very similar in
looks, those racing machines
are specialist vehicles (as is
a motocrosser and an
enduro bike for that matter)
designed to do one job - win
races.

A CRM on the other hand
(and others of its ilk) are
not simply designed to be
ridden off road, but they are
expected to be used for long

«it’s totally differeat. Diffcrent frame,
swing-arm, brake lever, master cylinder,
shock, air-box, linkage kick-start etc...

Got an opinion? Then write to:
TrailBike Niagazine
PO Box 9845
L.ondon W13 SWUWP

periods at a time down
motorways, through urban
traffic and used over a num-
ber of years without getting
the sort of stripdown and
rebuild that a motocrosser
may get three or four times
a season. In order to make
them suitable for their
intended purpose the
engines are designed very
differently from race bikes
(pistons, rings, powervalve,
cooling, exhaust, lubrication
- absolutely everything is
different). Not only do they
make nowhere near the
power of a motocrosser, but
their power characteristics
are completely different -
much smoother and softer
(perfect for slipping between
lanes of cars and ideal for
tackling a squidgy green
lane (or even riding in the
trailbike class in an enduro),
but not necessarily the sort
of thing you need for a flat
out special test against much
faster machinery.

Nor do they have the
same sort of handling, sus-
pension, gearing and light-
ness as a motocrosser or an
enduro bike. What they do
have however is comfort,
longevity, stable handling,
quietness and legality which
is why they are great on the
trail, and an excellent dual-
purpose machine that can
be used for many disciplines
without necessarily excelling
at any of them.

I suspect from your letter
that you have probably
never ridden one, and (like
some others who voted on
this issue) are voicing an
opinion not borne out of
experience. Only when
you've ridden one in
enduros (against enduro
bikes) in standard trim (with

lights, metal tank, indicators
etc) as we have done, will
you appreciate the differ-
ence. However, if you’re so
certain that théy should run
in the enduro category, why
don’t YOU put your money
where your mouth is and
race one next season in
TBEC events. I'm sure all the
readers would be interested
to hear whether that experi-
ence changes your mind at
all!

CRM Gripe/2
Dear Si

I wonder if you could help
me out?

I've owned a CRM250R
Mk1 for almost a year now
and whilst I'm very -
impressed with its all round
ability (better than mine), I
am beginning to notice a few
shortcomings.

It is fitted with
Bridgestone Trailwing dual
compound tyres and these
provide excellent grip on the
road but the bike is used
more off than on and in
muddy conditions they clog
instantly. I don’t really want
to use full motocross knob-
blies but those Michelin
Bajas fitted to Blez’s bike
(TBM 27) look almost as
aggressive and are road
legal. Would they be suitable
for the CRM?

Another problem I've
been experiencing (possibly
linked to the above) is a lack
of front end grip even in dry
conditions. The front seems
to want to slide away in situ-
ations where you’d expect
even the Trailwings to easily
cope. I know that you’ve
expressed a view that the
forks are the weakest part of

the bike and I wondered
whether they could be con-
tributing to the problem.
Others have ridden the bike
and all have commented on
the lack of grip.

Lastly I've noticed that
slow speed changes of direc-
tion require a lot of effort.
I’'ve been practising some
simple trials type sections
and where intricate thread-
ing through trees is required
I usually end up in them.
The bikes steering does
seem slow under these cir-
cumstances and I've found
the same sections easier on
my friends DT175MX.

Before you tell me that
I’'m expecting too much, I do
appreciate that the CRM is
an all round bike and I don’t
want to lose the other quali-
ties which make it such a
brilliant ride. In addition I
know that my lack of ability
doesn’t help, but I wondered
whether switching to the
MKII or MKIIT would retain
the best bits of the MKI but
improve on the steering and
front suspension.

Alternatively the Suzuki
RMX-S tested against the
CRM (TBM20-ed) seemed to
do better in the areas which
are causing me concern. I'm
not too worried about differ-
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ences in road performance.
I'd really appreciate your
advice.

Thanks
Chris Brasier
Kent

Okay Chris, ditch the tyres
not the bike. There are a
number of different versions
of the Bridgestone Trailwing
- in all sorts of compound
and tread patterns, but
while some of them are very
good, others aren’t really
designed for the sort of rid-
ing you’re doing. Opting for
a much more aggressive,
open block tyre (especially
now it’s wintertime) will pay
dividends. The front tyre is
especially crucial and you
should go for something
with plenty of smaller well-
spaced sidewall knobbles if
you want to make it stick. I
know what you're saying
about the CRM, it does have
slow steering, but that’s
what makes it so user
friendly on the trail. With
better tyres you should be
able to overcome the prob-
lems you're finding. Bajas
will fit, and they’re certainly
good, but they’re expensive
and the smallest rear is a
140 section (the CRM comes
with a 120). Finally the
RMX-S is an excellent alter-
native (with better suspen-
sion), but we reckon it’s a
whole ot cheaper to change
tyres than it is to change
bikes!

Closer to Home
Dear TBM
I read with great interest

every month about various
adventures that men and

their machines have in
crossing deserts and span-
ning continents in events
that are way out of reach of
the weekend rider, both in
financial and equipment
terms.

With that in mind I've
decided to plan a small
adventure of my own but
need the help of other
TrailBike riders. The idea is
to ride from Cornwall to
Cape Wrath (NW Scotland)
then down the west coast
keeping as close to the coast
as possible. I've looked at
the map and this shouldn’t
be too difficult but what I
would like to do is green
lane a lot of it.

So if there are any riders
out there that have done
this route before I would be
very interested to hear from
you.

D Coppin, 4 Lowertown,
Frogpool, Truro, TR4 8RP

I trust you enjoyed the
Lands End to John O’Groats
articles then? We’ve printed
your address so readers can
contact you directly, okay?

NMoroccan Roll
Dear Si

Here are a few photos of the
last ever Dust Trails
Morocco Tour, just to show
you what a splendid time we
had. The guy trying to
demolish a 100 foot high
sand dune with his slightly
bent SuperTenere is Will
Penrice. It was great fun.

All the best

Dave King

Getting the
Low-Dowrn

Dear TBM

[ have several comments to
make, but firstly in your
December issue was a letter
from Sara Hawley, Argyle. I
didn’t know there were any
other female dirt riders in
Scotland but me, so would
you be so kind as to forward
a letter from me to her,
introducing myself and ask-
ing her to get in touch.
Sara’s letter prompted me
to write, so I'll get value out
of my stamp and add this.
Occasionally when I read
TrailBike, I wonder what’s in
it for me?-Living in Scotland

Little red rooster:
Morocco’s the place
to go if you want to
play in the sand

means that the British
rounds are somewhat alien,
the Rough Guide is under-
standably English and Welsh
and I don’t own an XR400.

At 5’2” and eight stone,
I’'m unlikely to ever own
anything greater than a 250,
so why no tests on bikes at
the smaller end of the mar-
ket. Also, why not include
with every test how easily
the bike could be lowered,
then at least some of us
would know whether a bike
could be modified to suit
our requirements.

Going back to the Scottish
issue, why not include the
Scottish rounds. They are a
National event and I'm sure
their inclusion would add to
the Scottish subscription.
After all there are more
British in the Scottish
national events than the for-
eign events which interest-
ing they may be, are all the
same, very remote.

Why no female testers?
This point has to be a major
weakness of TBM. There are
plenty of female bike riders.
Indeed, I don’t mind testing.
Give me a bike and I'll ride
in any rally, TBEC event or
British round and write a
report afterwards.

I do hope you take on
board some of the above
ideas and thanks for (hope-
fully) forwarding my letter.

Yours sincerely
Liz Millett
West Lothian

Tsk, tsk Liz, you haven’t
been paying attention have
you? Take note (you’ll be
tested on this afterwards).
Smaller capacity bikes tested
so far in TBM include:
KMX125/250,
TTR250/XR250, TS200R, Gas
Gas Pampera 250 MKI/II,
XT225 Serow, Aprilia RX125,
96 TM125, Derbi 50, XLR250

Baja, (do you want me to
continue? Yes? Okay then),
KDX200SR, TWZ200, Rieju
50/Derbi 50, XL250 Degree,
RMX250, DT200R,
Baja/Raid/Djebel 250,
KTM125 LC2, DT2Z00WR,
KLX250SR, (still want
more?), DT175MX, IT175,
CRM250-1/2/AR, RMX250S,
XL250RF, PE250, KDX250SR,
97 TM125/250.... and if
everything’s gone to plan
this month there should be
a test of a secondhand
TT225 in this very issue!

Your point about bike
lowering is valid, but slight-
ly naive. Neither manufac-
turers nor importers supply
us with information on how
to lower their machines
because it’s not generally
required by the average
rider - simple as that.
Besides virtually any
machine can be lowered by
cutting down the seat foam,
winding off the suspension
preload, altering the linkage
rate and/or shortening the
shock and forks by taking
them to one of the specialist
suspension rebuilders that
advertise within TBM.
Equally, although YOU may
be only 5’2”, many of our
readers are over six feet tall
- so we have to try and cater
for everyone’s taste.

The reason we don’t
include the Scottish enduro
series is because the maga-
zine has to be as relevant to
a person living in Taunton
as it does to a reader in
Tobermory. The British
Enduro Championships
(which we do cover)
includes rounds in England,
Wales AND Scotland and I'm
sure you’ll agree, is a far
truer NATIONAL champi-
onship then one based north
of the border.

Lastly, why no female
testers - eg your good self?
Because in fairness females
only make up a tiny propor-
tion of dual-sport bikers
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(vou said yoursell you
thought you were one of a
kind in Scotland), and in
exactly the same way that
just by wearing a white coat
and a stethoscope doesn’t
make me a doctor, just
entering you for an event on
a test bike doesn’t make you
a road tester capable of writ-
ing 2000 words in a day
about a particular bike -
though by all means send us
one of your articles and we’ll
take a look at it.

Finally, here’s something
you’'ll be pleased to hear: we
already have plans for a low-
seat-height trailie test and
we will be consulting some
women off roaders for help
with that article, oh and we
passed your letter on to
Sarah by the way...

UP, Up & Away
Dear Si

December issue of TBM - well
up to scratch! Article featur-

ing Rob Sartin ‘Getting it up’
well enjoyed. Any chance of

a follow up article Keeping it
up?

Please find enclosed
photo. At first I thought
Crasher Cornish had lost his
way but it turned out to be
Alex McGowan aboard his
Honda CR250 taking part in
the Melville Motor Club
Scottish Enduro
Championship.

Best Wishes

Alex Archibald
East Lothian

Crasher’'s double? See Up, up & away...

You're joking
aren’t you?
There’s no
way Crasher
Cornish
could’ve
made it all
the way up to
Scotland
without com-
ing to grief
on the way...

Two by
Four

Dear TBM

I read with
interest your
recent article
riding around
the green
lanes of the
Berwyns in
North Wales,
whilst I am

10 TRAILBIKE NIAGAZINE

familiar with most of them
from my four wheeled forays
in this area I still found one
or two to explore and the
article itself was interesting
stuff. I wonder however, if
you could tell me a little
more about one section of
your route, the return east-
erly crossing of the main
Berwyn range. I am familiar
with the RUPP which runs
from the Dee Valley almost
to the summit of Bwlch Main
Gwynedd at grid ref
(076,340) but the descent
down the eastern flank of
the mountain is only marked
as footpath on the definitive
map. Do you know some-
thing we four wheeled chaps
don’t?

Having said all that both
the RUPP and the footpath,
even if it is a vehicular high-
way, are not really suitable
for four wheeled use, I am
interested to know what evi-
dence you have that the
footpath is a legitimate
route. This is not a criticism,
only curiosity, and potential-
ly another reason why I
should get a trailbike. Also I
am interested that you are
prepared to advertise these
routes so widely when the
four wheeled world is so
reluctant to put names to
places, especially in the
press, although most routes
get so little use that I can see
nothing wrong with sensible
promotion.

Keep up the good work
and I will be looking forward
to your next Rough Guide.

Best Wishes

Mike Taylor
Shropshire.

Glad you like the Rough
Guides, there will be more
appearing over the next few
months. The existence of
vehicular rights in this par-
ticiilar area is hased on Incal

knowledge, having said that
the route in question is
unsuitable for four-wheeled
use because of a number of
narrow gates which cannot
bhe circiimnavioated. The rea-

son why we publish routes is
because there’s nothing ille-
gal or secretive about riding
on them - after all, that’s
why they are called Rights of
Wav

Good Vibes!

& A
p‘ub’lﬂcatﬁon‘ As a born

iy he
ont trip fo t
e o with the

D.car TBM

" ’
# such a fop hole

our magazine on

conaran‘ulatc you O
- p as to place an or

ghted to discover Y s
(dia, (I've even gone SO

write ﬁ‘.oA
| was deli
hepe in In

| feel I must
again piker
local pazaar
Hews ,wluc{lla

Readindg

rcsp'ond?mts has

S ilding of a
S rdrﬁy those

our poving cor
ago.
ly Weing planne

of y
o several years

S s X event cumpent Aol d 50,“,;,%_'
ﬁnsru‘";: T; Rzlly ilce, Thi .§ ;Bv;!&::! & C“a”a{u 'ICIL"C’CQ%[ ervie,
i v ‘ hi Bir ce 4 e
ial;ﬁa chap’s down c‘lffﬂtf’:ll:;nd' E o fra!ﬂe'fromff ;hc i R i f'hc Z:F
The ghoject .consus S‘i",, from @ Sopfwog;f[u A e ykms&
¥ shop’ and.ﬂuc engine e e o for - th? s :
comp lives | m fve got the mond Vo
) o s ve 8 he whoject with just BECE -
R )i Wd:‘ vz;causc I used the commonc

v
on
to task. The advert
on here.
A

* dvig’ tray-
this §s where | mus
Bor issuc

page 44 of your Becemt

T ble to rea
f toly whent | ca ot
UH%OP‘W“TF c?nc with seading glasses I
is the onty

»
af the ma I cfure i wm fa f ()()l( the ad( to be for a co
(| [ f s l(ﬂnly : .
00! armﬂ er ()' S’ sen ual or any long M 1 J up e (1% cp Pass
"] f w e f f t th K' ] P

s . 5.8 I

PUPeLs. “ i its plain wrapper, !l

] s e 3 ¥ '

‘ ar"‘mn here at 1 Caleutta _H"g} Sfacfb;:rcd som
el "anc'fs “n gof very ag,’,faf'ed ars m'cr[y tcsfccl:

fused. Malro o ene without § pile fren tiffi

things not eingd allowed her

sud"& fthind = v

)
s 1
] ur, een Ma‘c to 9 a
hﬁd my ort D‘aﬂ on © t '] o fo b tr hi a
hagﬂi JVCCH seen or a ‘WCCk. j

Mu st o n a pse na s app ye
fo ] I /]
ow as AUPS
c | t f he don‘f a[lo:w anui hing sharp here.
P‘GQOH bu ey J

lication

f consternati
A v

A
t take your pub
has causg{( grea
s this ad If was m

if and as he
. Looking,
dryer and

However,

bined hair &
"; :mdl' immediately

t was opencd by

ty Home for fhc’

; et hind abou?.r
Since then fve

i n and Matront

‘ eing
Terminally Cont s

) wpiting in
pills. Please excuse me

i o d' Milk Monitor

»
tlehampton PC an

Brigadicr Sr’lr‘ jyor Lif
Cai'cuﬁ'a, lndia

Sorry old bean, we forgot to mention the fact that said appliance has not been approved for
use in India because of the voltage difference there. We should have warned you that had
you used said item for it’s intended purpose you may well have found yourself getting a
nasty shock - in more ways than one. The manufacturers inform us that the voltage differ-
ential may be enough to enable a spark to jump the gap between the capacitor discharge
terminals ensuring that once it’s been switched on, it cannot be switched off. Let’s hope for
all our sakes that matron’s alright, because if she’s been electro-massaged to death by it, it
may be impossible for the undertaker to get the grin off her face!
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Chris Evans ponders
the need for speed...

| any years ago [ was riding a
M sportsbike on the road which

crosses Barnes common, when
the lorry I was overtaking suddenly
swerved and knocked me off. Although
not badly hurt I realised I'd had a lucky
escape and decided in future to stick to
dirtbikes. My reasoning being that road
bikes with all their fairings, sophistication
and power meant you had to go ten times
as fast as on a dirtbike to get the same
level of sensation.

In those days of course trailbikes were
pretty crude devices indeed. In fact what
the TRF at the time (if the letters pages of
their news-sheet were to be believed),
regarded as the ultimate trailie - some
knacked old Honda XL125 complete with
trials tyres and low mounted front mud-
guard - was so dull, it was all you could

> TRAILBIKE MIAGAZINE

do to just stay awake when riding it.

In the last few years however dirtbike
technology has come on in leaps and
bounds, so that rather like early super-
bikes, to get any sort of adrenline rush
you have to be moving alone at a fair old
rate. This fact was bought home to me

when [ recently guided a group of

Dutch riders, all mounted on the lastest

off-road missles, around Normandy in

northern France.

Arriving at the first change in direc-
tion I looked round to discover that
they were all right up my chuff. Picking

up the pace a bit I glanced round at the
next intersection to discover they were all
still there, glued to my tail. Not wishing
for them to die of boredom I started rid-
ing as fast as I consider safe on public
tracks, but all to no avail. Everytime I
glanced round there they all were - manic
glints in their eyes. Eventually I stopped
for a fag break and inquired what they
thought of it so far.

The reply was much as I feared. In
between stifling yawns, they declared
they loved the trails, thought the scenery
was mountainous (well they were Dutch),
but found the pace rather too slow. I
lamely tried to explain that the tracks on
which we were riding were used by
Farmer Gilles on a daily basis (though up
till then of course we hadn’t seen a soul)
and that I couldn’t reasonably ride any
quicker. Off we went again and all the
rest of that day and most of the next they
sat right on my tail, occasionally relieving
their ennui by coming alongside me and
trying to goad me into a race.

Finally, and to my huge relief, just
towards the end of Day two we all came
barelling round a corner to be confronted
by a clapped out old Citroen van parked
slap bang in the middle of the track. With
no room down either side I just managed
to pull up in time, while a couple of the
Dutchmen, unaware of the danger ahead
cannoned into each other before disap-
pearing into the bushes.

At last, my insistence on riding at a rea-
sonable speed was vidicated, and at the
end of the three days, two of the Dutch
guys actually admitted to me that if we’d
ridden at the speed they wanted to ride,
someone would have finished up in hos-
pital. All of which got me thinking that
those BOFs who insist on riding at
3.5mph whilst loudly sounding their horn
and stopping at every corner to peer

round, might be onto something

Now before you dive for the Basildon
Bond let me make a few things clear.
Firstly, not for one moment do I think we
should all be condemned to riding knack-
ered old 4-strokes from the pleistocene
era (my current dream bike is a WR250
thank you very much). As far as I'm con-
cerned as long as a bike is reasonably
silenced and road legal I couldn’t care
less what it is.

Nor do I think that voluntary speed
limits should be imposed - for God’s sake,
there’s enough of those flying around
already. What I do think however, is that
irrespective of what bike you’re riding,
for any given situation, on public tracks,
there’s a safe reasonable speed which you
should not exceed. Now of course that
could vary massively depending on the
terrain and I’'m not about to give you an
endless list of scenarios with matching
speed limits. Much simpler to say that the
maximum safe speed is the one at which,
whatever the circumstances, you can stop
safely to avoid hitting anything that
might confront you - children, dogs, hors-
es, travellers etc (actually, skip the last
one), while out on the trail.

However, that said, I would also like to
add that in my humble opinion, gentle
trail riding and balls out enduro racing
are simply opposite ends of the same
spectrum. Both are about riding off-road,
being out in the fresh air, tackling chal-
lenging terrain and having fun. There’s a
time for speed, and conversely, a time to
take it easy and allow for the unexpected.
The problem is that in a lot of situations,
on a modern enduro bike, if you ride at
such a careful pace you’ll barely be work-
ing up a sweat. Conversely, on wellies and
waxed cottons’ chosen mount, you could
be perspiring like a Grand National win-
ner almost 100% of the time and still
pose absolutely no threat to the local
flora and fauna.

So, logically, you would assume then
that good ‘sporting’ trailriders who like to
ride as fast as they possibly can would all
go out and invest in pre-1980 125cc 4-
strokes, which they could safely thrash
within an inch of their lives, while dod-
dery, geriatic old plodders who want to
keep up should be compelled to ride
250cc Gas Gas enduros at the very least.

Which of course, in reality, is the com-
plete opposite of what actually hap-
pens..... How bizarre!

=
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ADVENTURE

LONG DISTANCE OFF-ROADING
IN FRANCE - 1998 L

RAID BURGUNDY 12/13/14 MAR ¢
The area where the country’s top
enduro riders train. 360km of tight,
technical trails over the wooded hills
of Burgundy - this has got to be" off
road heaven, £240*%. L

RAID NORMANDIE 24/25/26 APR

Takes in the best trails in what is a
spectacularly beautiful area. Lots of
woodland, lots of sunken tracks and
a fair splattering of mud! “Enjoyed
every minute. of it” - TrailBike
Magazine. £240**

RAID MORVAN 22/23/24 MAY
Deep in rural Fran }e- just south of
Auxerre the Raid Morvan is ideal for
those wishing )
distances. 180k
with hilly, woi
tees a challeng

*easy **average *** difficult

Navigated by road book, prices include half-
board accommodation, full back-up, great
food and an absolute minimum of road
work.For further information contact:

Chris Evans, Sport Adventure

14 rue de la Chapelle, 75018 Paris.
Tel: (00 33) 1 42 09 97 73

Fax: (00 33) 1 46 07 30 54
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THE ITALIAN JOB

‘TOP NOTCH USED MACHINES FROM ITALY’

We generally have a selection of the following
bikes in stock please phone for details

WE STOER 1HE EULL FAN Honda XL600R/LM/RM 84+ £1400 - 1700

Body Beautiful
Soft body armour seems to be the A FE : . ©F NEW EFoNDAS Kawa KLR600/650 85+ £1400 - 1800
way to go these days. Far less bulky : = : Yam XT/Tenere 600 all models £1400 - 2300
and cumb.e,rsome than traditional e B o cae 2 { ON/OFF ROAD %, Yam XTZ 660 90+ £2000 - 3000
MX stuff, it’s easy to slip on and fits K "% ' monoa  SELECTION  =5Roa Yam TT350/600 (Disc) £1700 - 2500
snugly under a riding jacket. The 3 > Suzuki DR From £1600
advantage of the American made 3 98 XR60Q, 400, 250 FROM kb DRAGO/GS0/T30. Al
EVS Ballistic Shock Block Jersey, is . Ay, | STOCK PLEASE RING FOR A DEAL Callva\T50Elgfpnt 1305 £8008
that all the armour is in a simple | X W98 XR600 R AN 3 = Honda Dominator / transalp / Africa Twin ~ £2000 - £4000
one piece s%nt V\;lhlck}ll prmgde; basic E y 4 78 , 3 1 WEW 98 XR400 RW £3,995 All bikes are hand picked in Italy.
s 40 AR5 ¢ e
featuring a built-in kian ey belt. A — | R AfricaTwin __ £5,998 All b/kes are sold fully workshop prepared and
Made from a durable, breathable R SLR650  £3,395 serviced with new MoT and tax, age related
microfibre material, the Ballistic L XR650L  £2,995 < plates and 3 months full warranty

i ) k K Dominator £2,995 AN A
Jerggy C,Omesf 14 EItherHrig. o bl'llute, v . . M_XR600 £2,995 s;@@m . Come for a test ride
and in sizes from small through to ~ XY AL~ Y e o
XXL. Body armour is never cheap, ‘ ; W @23&@?‘2“&[*&@& (01892) 668280 & 0850 921570
but at £119.99 you get a well R XT350 £2,995 [oR LATEST Guy Milner & David Lambeth
designed garment with plenty of N XR250T £2,995
built-in safety features. Whether P_KDX200 £2,995 Crowborough - East Sussex
you ride enduros or just enjoy tak- NiXge0 L= ans
ing to the trail at the weekend, you i :::sg Evs 2:;:2
never know when you will conie 3 | - [ i N, Sxpe
cropper - this suit might just keep % . i : o .
you smiling when you do! Further ! : o R TLR200 £2,695 AIR COOLED FOUR VALVE
details from Taylor Racing on ‘ : -3 E 225 Serrow £1,495 -
01249 657575. SM ' ; .

Any make or model of on/off read bike
imported to order - please call for details

7 Oxford Road, Pen Mill Trading Est., Yeovil

Tak 01935 Q?/é}%ﬂ@? David Lambeth Engineeing

These days we’re almost spoiled for choice when it comes to tyres, although very few can Faze O198S 427885 Tel/Fax (01 892) 668280
offer true dual purpose capabilities: ie true road legality with decent grip on tarmac After Hours sales call 0860 287938

(unlike 99% of enduro tyres), a hardwearing compound which won’t disintegrate on the
éoroncvufs

® Repairs ® Parts ® Tuning

road, and plenty of off road grip thanks to an aggressive pattern with a self cleaning
design. Trelleborg reckons their
Army Special addresses all these
problems and so does the Swedish
armed forces who’ve been using them
on their fleet of Huskys for a number
of years now. In the past these tyres
have proved extremely popular with
the trailriding crowd because of their
durability, but supply problems have
made them difficult to get hold of.
Now with a new importer (Trellesport
- who attend a number of trailbike
and enduro events throughout the
year), you can get yourself a set by
calling 01865 390481. Watch out for
a test soon. SM

GORE-TEX CLOTHING

MOOSE OFF-ROAD

R
WET PLUG! DRY CEUTCH

GORE-TEX JACKETS AND PANTS FOR ENDURO TRAIL AND

RALLY. (SOLE UK IMPORTER) SEND £1 P+P FOR YOUR ‘97

CATALOGUE. HELMETS, BOOTS, SPARES, ACCESSORIES
THE ALADDIN’S CAVE FOR OFF ROAD BIKING

ALL ACTION SPORTS LTD
16 CAMP HILL CLOSE, DALLAMIRES LANE
RIPON HG4 1QY 01765 608209

<> TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE




An Open Letter to the TBEC Committee.

Dear Sirs,

[ am addressing you via an open forum because [
want to question in public the decision recently taken
to exclude grey import trail bikes from the Modern
Trail Bike Class in your events next year, as well as
question your understanding of the democratic process
as evidenced in your recent newsletter commenting on
Si Melber’s editorial criticism on this subject.

I am curious as to why the proposal to exclude greys
from the trail class was put forward in the first place. I
hope that it was in the belief that the superior specifi-
cation of these machines in comparison to the desper-
ately poor choice of trailbike ‘officially’ available in the
UK gives them an unfair advantage. If that is the case
then surely recent results would show a number of dif-
ferent grey import riders either winning the class or at
least filling the top few places in the class. In reality,
the facts are these:

1) At the last TBEC event (12th October), out of 25
finishers in group B (Modern Trail Bikes) seven riders
were on grey imports, mainly CRM250s with only one
making a top ten place (maybe, just maybe, he’s a good
rider).

2) In the last five events for solo riders, four have
been won by official import 125s and only one by a
grey import. Grey imports (per se) are-hardly keeping
the awards out of the good rider’s trophy cabinets!

My own experience in more than four years happy
riding with TBEC, two years each on a KDX125 (official)
and a KDX200SR (grey) show a best position of second
on each bike because although I believe I am quicker on
the 200 there is a far more to successful enduro riding
than simply machine specification.

So if a Grey is no great competitive advantage why
choose one anyway? I can only comment on my own
personal reasons which are that having gone as far as I
could with development and riding success on a 125,
and wanting to remain on a two stroke true dual pur-
pose bike, then I had little choice but to look at grey
import 250s. Especially when I also wanted to remain
eligible to ride in the Cambrian and Hafren Rallies in
the trailbike class. I also find true enduro bikes too
noisy for ‘sensitive’ trail riding.

However, despite trying to remain true to the ideal
of dual purpose trailbikes, some vociferous members of
the TBEC feel that the appearance and specification of
grey imports is so superior that they can compete fairly
with true enduro machines. Again I can only comment
on the KDX200 trail and enduro versions, though I
believe that similar points will hold true for the CRM,
KDX and RMX250. On the KDX200SR, every item affect-
ing engine performance ie air-box, carb, cylinder port-
ing, flywheel weight, gearbox ratios and exhaust system
is different to the enduro model, the crankcases, cylin-
der and cylinder head are different, the frame, spring
rates and rear wheel are different, some of the plastics
are different, still the front wheel and mudguard and
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even the side panels are the same as the enduro model
so that must make it competitive with RMXs, CREs,
KTMs and WRs mustn’t it?

I make no apology for moving from reasoned argu-
ment to an emotive one because that is how this deci-
sion came about. One or two people thought that grey
bike riders were trying to steal an unfair advantage,
instead of using facts, reason and logic the proposal
was carried on a wave of mis-informed bigoted opinion.

Are grey import riders trying to gain an advantage?
Yes of course that’s the nature of motor sport. One
chooses and develops the machine that you believe
gives you the best opportunity within your chosen
class. Is it unfair? Hardly, grey imports are available
country wide from dealers and are now commonplace
and at costs comparable to other machinery so its a
choice anyone can make.

Perhaps it’s because some grey imports (the minori-
ty) appear to be based on enduro models that offends?
If so shouldn’t official import four stroke trailbikes
from KTM and Husqvarna (and soon from Husaberg
and CCM), which are undoubtedly derived from enduro
models also be moved into the enduro class and what
about DRs, KLXs are they enduro derived trailbikes or
vice versa, and how do scrutineers distinguish between
grey and official ones as they could be either?

But nevermind. A democratic decision has been
made because some trailbikes look like enduro bikes
(what’s new), so now they must compete with enduro
bikes whilst others which look like enduro bikes don’t
have to and that’s democracy! Which brings me neatly
on to my next point. Democracy is a funny thing (by
which Hitler gained power) it should allow people to
voice their opinion and allow decisions to be made by
consensus or majority of opinion.

At the TBEC AGM 1996 the subject of classes for grey
imports was raised as a consequence. Earlier this year [
wrote to the chairman outlining a proposed structure
based mainly on rider ability but making allowances for
machine type. I have no idea if the proposal was ever
discussed at committee or at the AGM as I was not
granted the courtesy of a reply to my original letter
and was unable to attend this year’s AGM. So much for
the individual right to voice an opinion.

Secondly, I understand this year’s AGM was attended
by about 25 people out of a total club membership of
400 (I'd join an apathy society if anyone bothered to
form one). All members were informed of the AGM date
and venue (so if you don’t attend you can’t vote -
therefore you can’t complain). However, no agenda of
the AGM was issued prior to the meeting so it becomes
easy for the proposer of any motion (particularly a
committee member) to be certain that there is enough
support (by personal communication) to carry his pro-
posal through. The rest of the club only know when it’s
too late. So if 20 people voted in favour of a motion to
move grey imports to the enduro class that’s a whop-
ping 5% of the club membership making a supposedly
democratic decision that the rest of the club have no
idea is even under discussion. Then, having made a
democratic decision you also seem surprised that some-
one dares to criticise it. A funny part of the democratic
process is that changes made by it are open to criticism
and further change.

Ladies and Gentlemen of the TBEC, the decision to
move grey import trailbikes to the group C enduro class
is both flawed and a grave error of judgement. It will
reduce trail class entries by at least 25%, and in the
short term it will do nothing to promote the progress
and development of trailbikes in the UK nor do any-
thing to help the aims of the TRAIL BIKE Enduro Club.

I hope you understand why I and many others
believe this decision should be changed and why I shall
seek, via the democratic process, to instigate that
change.

Roger Johnson

HONDA XR400R ....

SUZUKI DR350SE..
YAMAHA XT350 97
YAMAHA TT600R

KAWASAKI KLX650R ...
KAWASAKI KLX300R ...
SUZUKI DR350R Enduro ...

Phone for latest prices

NEW BIKES ¢ DIRECT IMPORTS
* PRICES INCLUDE VAT ¢ 1998 MODELS

FREE CATALOGUE

Phone/fax:
01403 257626 =

model.

Jackets, Jeans &

In Chains Ringwood 01425 474800
Trakspares Deeside 01244 822510

Eclipse Edinburgh 01875 611400

NES Kent/Shropshire 07000 442232

ewolution off road

Waterproof / Breathable
Off Road Clothing

DMS Trailsport Wakefield 019924 840316
One Wheel Drive Sussex 01229 71680
Nigel Birkett Cumbria 01229 716806

For more information
rhone 01325 377186

Trade inquiry’s welcome.

Socks — £29.99-£119.99

Bikesport Newcastle 0191 232 8970
Craige Comp Dublin 00 3531 4525866
MotoWard London 0181 399 0630
Cycle Logical Glamorgan 01443 218732
Nick Palmer Cornwall 01579 324300
Westone Ltd Manchester 01457 871960
Direct North Yorkshire 01325 377186

Extra BHP

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE

Race prov
Race prov

Photo A shows a Kawasaki

KR1S 250cc 2 stroke power

valve before using
PowerPill treated fuel.
The mix partially burned
fuel, oil and carbon flakes
coat the stems heavily

en to.............Increase BHP
en to.........................Improve Torque

Race proven to.....................................Remove Carbon Deposits

PowerPill- a pure hydro carbon fuel conditioner, designed in the USA specifically to improve
performance of your fuel. Effective in all fuels including Unleaded, Avgas, Racing fuel etc.
Improves the burn rate of the fuel charge by as much as 25% giving increasing power out-
put and better torque lower in rev range. Softens and removes carbon deposits by its unique
conditioning action. Removes varnish formation on piston skirts and rings reducing chance
of seizure. There is no solvent action to cause corrosion or damage.

Motorcycle News reported in the February 12th issue “Our investigation into Power Pill's
shows they work". After testing a Suzuki on Stan Stephens Dynojet ISO they reported "the
RG500 showed the most amazing results with an extra 5 BHP recorded".

Mail order Power Pill today only £4.99 plus P&P for 10 pills each pill treats
15-20 litres of fuel. For technical information and orders contact Steve on

Tel/Fax +44 (0)1266 659770

Photo B is the

same power valve
after running on
PowerPill treated
fuel for 2,000
miles




If you'’ve always fancied a Yamaha
KT225 Serow but thought they looked
a litcle too lame then maybe this is the
bike for you. Dave Cornish took a spin
on an unusual Yamaha TT225 and
discovered a rare treat...

Photos: Si Melber

hat do you get if you cross an

early Yamaha TT enduro and an

XT225 Serow? No it’s not a trick

question. The answer is a TT225
of course. What do you mean you’ve never
heard of it? Nor had we till we rode this
one. Like it’s much acclaimed stablemate
the Serow, the apparent parts bin special
that is the TT225 is a grey import but
whereas the Serow is a relatively common
sight on British green lanes these days, the
TT remains a rarity. In fact everyone I
spoke to about the lightweight thumper
had never heard of it at all, which is a
shame because the time we spent on the
trail with this one proved that you don’t
need a whole lot of power to really enjoy
yourself.

Powered by a kickstart-only version of
the Serow’s simple, single-cam, two valve,
air cooled lump, the TT225 is more of a
play/enduro bike than the trail-oriented
Serow. Like it’s bigger brothers (the
TT350/600) with which it shares its
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styling, the smallest TT’s looks are a bit
more purposeful and frankly a little more
dated than the more modern Serow.
Which I suppose is fair enough really as
our test bike was more than ten years old
and registered on an age-related ‘D’ plate
having originated from the States only
recently.

The chassis resembles the Serow’s in it’s
construction though that bike’s useful
sump-guard has been ditched in favour of
some skinny engine bars, and here and
there are minor differences between the
two. Spindly looking 38mm air assisted
forks feature red gaiters and offer a sur-
prisingly well damped and plush action.
Out back is the usual early Yamaha
‘Monocross’ rear end that boasts a
damping/preload adjustable Showa shock
working through a neatly compact linkage
onto a steel swinging arm. There’s grease
nipples on each of the linkage pins and
like the front end, the rear too felt nicely
damped with plenty of supple yet

cushioning suspension.

Because in the States trailbikes don’t
have to be road legal, the TT’s equipment
is a tad sparse to say the least. A neat
resettable trip is the only instrumentation
which sits snugly behind the large single
beam enduro headlamp unit. This particu-
lar bike had been fitted with a Baja rear
fender which included a stop/tail lamp
assembly to make it a fraction more street
legal, but that’s about your lot! Unlike the
fully equipped, street-legal Serow, the TT
makes few concessions to blacktop
bureaucracy, though you do get such
goodies as a rear fender mounted tool
bag, folding tip levers, and a handy sub-
frame grab handle which all dual purpose
bikes should come with. Other than that
it’s left to the owner to legalise the bike
for trailing and road use.

Throw a leg over the bright red seat and
the first thing you notice is how low it is
compared to more modern 4-stroke
enduros, and equally, how comfortable it

TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE &€&P




e Yam is noisier

would expect...
sometimes you can barely
hear yourscif laughing!

20 TRAIL

feels. It may strictly have been designed as
an enduro bike, but that was back in the
days when manufacturers understood that
just occasionally riders sit down on the
seat and like to touch the ground when
they stop! These days the TT feels just
how you want a good trailbike to feel -
plush, comfortable, homely even, but nev-
ertheless purposeful - top marks there.
Soft (but certainly not squidgy) suspen-
sion means that the TT settles down to a
nice height suitable for even the most ver-
tically challenged rider to get his or her
feet comfortably on the ground. It may be
a bit taller than the Serow, but the TT’s
seat remains a good two or three inches
nearer the ground than say that of a
DTR125.

Pull out the carb mounted choke and a
swift boot on the long kickstart lever fires
up the TT usually first or second kick. The
next pleasant surprise is the mellow bark
emitted from the US (forestry commission-
approved) spark arrestor. Just like the
Serow, the TT’s exhaust note is deeper and

- +*%7 The little ¥amaha may leok a
= 7 “liktle dated with it’s spindly
forks and red/white paint

schemec, Buyk-it d\ges the job!

far more fruity than you would imagine
though I should stress it’s still comfortably
quiet enough to be able to hear yourself
speak. Snick the thing into first, ease out
the light clutch and the bike pulls away
cleanly on a touch of throttle. Second,
third and fourth all come up pretty quick-
ly in a flurry of fast and positive up-shifts,
and for such a low spec motor the TT225’s
performance is surprisingly brisk through
all six of its well placed ratios. Once into
top the bikes low overall gearing means
that the engine runs out of puff at around
65-70 mph, which may be a slight prob-
lem on long tarmac runs, but on the dirt
the low gearing enables the rider to make
good use of the revving thumper’s limited
horsepower.

In fact the TT225’s motor feels every bit
as eager as an XR250 and I'm sure that in
any race between the two, the bike’s lack
of cubes wouldn’t be any handicap at all,
whereas its feather-weight and easy han-
dling would be a distinct advantage.
Considering our test bike’s age it felt

TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE €I»




unbelievably competent
and provided us with
hours of cheap fun. My
wife who hadn’t ridden
a bike for years jumped
straight on the TT and
felt immediately at
home, the only minor
bug-bear for the inex-
perienced or no
rider is the lack of an
electric boot - though
starting the thing is
quite straightforward.
However once on the
move the bike is simply
one of the most rider
friendly trailies we’ve
come across, which of
course comes as no sur-
prise if you’ve ever had
a spin on a Serow with

Whilst the TT is not exactly
overburdened with power,
you can certainly make
the most of what

there is...
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which the TT o much.
Where the TT feels much more
composed over the Se i

2r the bumps at higt
velocities, where the relatively
unsophisticated suspension
offers an amazingly well
damped ride at all speeds.

At normal brisk trail speeds
the TT is in its element.
Comfortable, light and simple
to ride thanks to that gutsy
little four-stroke mill, it seems
a total mystery why we
haven’t seen more of them
appearing over here as
imports from the States. It’s so
well suited to 90% of British
off-road cond
sure it would appeal to any
number of riders.

Come across an obstacle on
the trail and a dab of the light
clutch sees the front wheel up
in the air in second gear (third
sometimes). Okay so it’s not a
super powerful motor but it’s
not that often (at least on the
trail) that I felt I needed more
from the TT’s sweet running
25 EES:

My guess is that owning a
bike like this would make a lot
of sense to a trailrider on a

Don't wrap it...
I'll take this one

F,J

!




tight budget.
Maintenance could-
n’t be easier; with
grease nipples on
the suspension,
snail-cam chain
adjusters and an
easily accessible not
to mention easy to
service engine
which offers fuel
consumption of
around 70mpg. All
of which points to a
well thought out
package by Yamaha.

Mind you the
excellent Serow
offers all this plus
more in the way of
equipment, but I've
yet to see a Serow
for anywhere near
the £1200-1300 this
thing is worth. Not
only that but the TT
feels even lighter, a
bit more robust and
frankly a whole lot
more fun on the
trail than it’s popu-
lar stablemate.

Of course the
bike’s rarity counts
against it. Since no-
one’s ever heard of
a E1225 the
chances of finding
one for sale in your

o~

=

out on the trail. I so impressed with
my two weeks living with the TT225 that I
almost bought it. In the end I didn’t -
though a friend of mine did.

If you see a TT225 for sale, don’t dither
too much! Get your wad out, you won’t be
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great gobs of power...
local paper are e :
about as likely as

Joe Rambler offering to skin up for you

§ Z
wh e
 Uphilstuticelies are possivle they
‘c_more déwn-to technique than

disappointed. It makes for a great enduro
version of the brilliantly able Serow and at
this sort of price it has to be the undis-
covered bargain of the dirtbike world.

Thanks to Nick at the Container Co.
01362 638147

IL) i
| UFO PLASTICS

pacinaprobucts NOW IN STOCK!

XR250, 400, 600, XT500, KT 2 STROKE,
4 STROKE, KDX 200, HUSABERG,
TM, CR, KX, YZ, RM

FMF
FMF
FMF

' FMF

FMF
FMF
FMF
FMF
FMF
FMF
CEET
CEET
CEET
CEET
FINNA
FINNA
RALLEY
RALLEY
MD
MD
WULF
WULF
WULF
WULF
PRO
CLEAN
XR

XR

SILENCER

ISDE SILENCER

FRONT PIPE UP TO 125. ..

FRONT PIPE 250 TO 600
MEGAMAX COMPLETE SILENCER. .
MUFFLER XR, DR, KLX

MUFFLER END CAPS

KTM FOUR STROKE COMPLETE EXHAUST . £349.95
PIPE CLEANER. .

GEAR BAG

STANDARD SEAT COVER .

GRIPPER SEAT COVER

SEAT FOAM

RAD/TANK DECALS. . .

FOAM AIR FILTERS

FILTER BOX WASHING COVER.
BUSH GUARD (PLASTIC)

BUSH GUARD (ALLOY)

ALLOY HANDLEBARS CR BEND
STEEL BAR WITH ALLOY CROSS BAR
F E JACKET

MUDGUARD STAY

WIRE TWISTING PLIERS .

CABLE OILER

UNIVERSAL HEADLIGHT

REAR MUDGUARD WITH LIGHT

TOOL BAG

TIMER BAR PAD WITH CLOCK .

TIME CARD HOLDER

CRM / FMF PIPES & SILENCERS IN STOCK

UFO PLASTICS

HEADLIGHT

FRONT GUARD

REAR GUARD

REAR GUARD WITH LIGHT. .
DISC COVER

HAND GUARD

PLASTIC BUSH GUARD. .
RAD COVER (PAIR)

SIDE PANEL (PAIR). . .
REAR SHOCK GUARD
CHAIN GUIDE BLOCK
SWINGING ARM NYLON ...
FORK SLIDER PROTECTION

FREE FULL COLOUR CATALOGUE FOR
MD RACING, FMF & CEET

MD RACING PRODUCTS

UNIT 3-6 ARMOURY ROAD
LUFTON TRADING ESTATE
YEOVIL, SOMERSET BA22 8RL

TEL: 01935 429646

FAX

01935 431271




I ok ave you ever noticed that ‘
l whenever a new sport is i
l invented, those people who
have the most to gain from
the sport in terms of spin-offs and prod-
uct sales usually end up influencing the
rules of the sport itself. Take road rac-
ing for instance; both Grand Prix and
World Superbike races are held on the
same circuits, but the bikes are shaped,
not just by the demands of the sport,
but also by the ‘formulas’ set down by
those who want influence and profit
from winning.

How refreshing therefore to find a
motorcycle sport which simply sets out
to find the best rider amongst all-com-
ers; who using a bike of their own
choice takes on the course and fellow
racers in simple head to head battle. I'm {
talking about SuperMoto racing.

To understand the true spirit of
;. ; : ; SuperMoto you only have to contem-
Just get your foot down, and slide... : L : : ; plate the course. SuperMoto is essential-

" i ly the two-wheeled equivalent of rally-

Ciﬂflu‘;:f )

SuperiVioto is set to hit the British scene big - st corner. IF you fget-'u.;re fifs‘t.." :

time this year. Dik Stapley travelled to Belgium
writh a bunch of intrepid British racers for the

highlight of the 1997 supermoto calendar...
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the rules say so, but because
the course demands it. In any
one lap the bike and rider will
be asked to cope with all
extremes of grip from super
sticky tarmac to total slime -
and in any kind of weather.

Not surprisingly the type of
bikes which do most of the win-
ning have a dirtbike heritage -
with a set of 17” road rims
grafted on. The added attrac-
tion of this type of sport is that
it is cheap (for racing) and for
the most part the bikes are all
one-off home-built specials,
adding to the mystique of the
supermotarder’s craft.

It doesn’t take a genius to
work out that because up till
now Supermoto racing hasn’t
really caught on in the UK we

cross. It is held on a track which com-
prises of a mixture of tarmac and dirt
with (preferably) as many different
changes of surfaces as the venue can
offer. Any bike will do - you could show
up at the start on anything from a
Ducati 916 to a Piaggio Typhoon Scooter
if you fancied, but it will come as no
surprise to-dirtbike riders that the suc-
cessful riders choose a trail/enduro/MX
bike as the starting point. Not because

have no budding champions. It
may be because our racing cul-
ture is slow to change, and that track
owners may see only the possible mud
contamination of their precious tar-
mac rather than the crowd pulling
potential of this spectacular sport, but
whatever the reason, that’s all set to
change when supermoto racing offi-
cially comes of age in the UK in 1998 -
at club level with a proper champi-
onship.

However, for the last ten years one

k llo mum!
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of the main events for this type of rac-
ing has been held (in autumn when the
weather is deliberately unpredictable),
in the small Belgian town of Mettet. The
aim of the event, to find the champion
rider - the Superbiker - after whom the
event is named. So far, six French, two
Belgians and two Americans have
claimed the title (but no Brits) - though
that hasn’t stopped us trying. ;
Late last year 18 intrepid Brits went to

-Mettet to compete against the cream of

European supermotarders in the sport’s
premier event. Now I reckon that these
lads are the vanguard of a developing
grass root interest in this sport which
although it exists on a sporadic and
local level in the UK, has not yet
received any serious backing. That they
didn’t win at Mettet comes as no sur-
prise when you consider the size of their
task - it’s a bit like being a Sunday
league footballer and taking on the likes
of a premier league side.

Sensibly the lads set themselves

fin cvent <an unclade all -
types of terrain, from mud

- and slime, !o@l:ic‘k‘l;tbrmnc

" and"dll points‘in betwecn

‘

It's important to

pay attention to
the track at all
times...
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XC LicHTING KITS FOR

FASTER | WE CANT MISS THE RALLYE OPTIC Li&:’ffést%gf:A:;{;‘WON RIERDS
2000 TUNISIE WITH THE 2.000 FF A.o. %

SPONSORSHIP* CHEQUE, 2.000 FF FINISHING mc’m O'I 327 30" 322
BONUS* AND M« 2.000 FF REDUCTION* FOR

BRINGING ALONG A NEWCOMER.

01788-535207

©  If Honda make It we can obtain It
Inc grey imports
(] Next day service
Sometimes the SPGCIO!OI‘S arc more S 7% = © All major credit and debit cards accepted
H * A H 3 - B Phone 01788 573890
interested in their own conversation... - S ‘ .
: Fax 01788 541008

year, so our chances greatly increase of

achievable goals. First they wanted to

qualify to race - everyone did that. Then having a British rider on the podium at
they wanted to get into the semi finals - Mettet - just like we did in the quads
some did, some didn’t. No Brits made it this year. Watch this space....

to the final this year, but no-one was
demoralised either.
All said they’d be
back next year for
another crack, with
hopefully a bit
more experience
under their belts.
In the end the
Mettet Superbiker
trophy went to a
Belgian by the
name of Thierry
Godfroid riding for
Kawasaki on a
KX500, but next
year... who knows?
The Brits may, be
late on the super-
moto scene, but
they still have their
sights set on the
top. As the British
scene develops as
it’s set to do this
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Hand cut slicks are the

ALPINESTARS - ANSWER
order of the day, just 44 7p CLOVER  SCOTT SMITH
ick t ] 4
B s vos 3o-- B o e PREMIER - ACERBIS
= e suem 11 RENTHAL - EVOLUTION

TRANSPORTEURS MWARITIMES

0.N.T.T office national du tourisme tunisien ﬁ MIKUNI RICKY CROSS

N.A.C.T national automobile club M.C.T moto club
Chris EVANS-SPORT ADVENTURE
14 tue de la Chapelle 75018 PARIS - FRANCE PLUS
TEL : (0033-1).42.09.97.73 - FAX : (0033-1).46.07.30.54

+Definition of an amateur :+ Does not feature on the FIM's list of notoriety YAMAHA SPARES

* Vehicle ownership papers in name of driver * Never finished in the top 5 of

the Rallye OPTIC 2000 Tunisie.
Partner a rookie : Ex-competitor of the Rallye (amateur), partner a new TEL 0181 399 0630
amateur rider (Ist participation in the Rallye) » A motorcycle can only be °

partnered by another motorcycle - only one partner per person.

Sponsorship : 2.000 FF for the first 110 amateur* motorcycles, who accept fo FAX 018 1 296 0704
L]

AND ALL FOR ONLY II4SO FF() (APPROX £1200).
ALL INCLUSIVES

Licence d’'Etat n® 1623

2N

race under the colours of AO.
NI;O finishing bonus : 2,000 FF for each motorcycle classed as a finisher of the
rallye.
 CONDITIONS TO BE FULFILLED (for amateurs* only) : * Send from foday a pre- e-mail: motoward@compuserve,com
entry ctheque1 for Z,QO'J ETF] (non?reflf.mdablfe%‘ .L Bfe om}o/ré%g\e ﬂést ;IU pre‘emrlvfs
on motorcycles « Pay the entry fee in full before * Partner a rookie S 3
* Accept ige AO spon'\xsoring . Firwish classified in the final results. 117 Brlghton Road, Surbiton, Surrey KT6 5NJ
+ ALLINCLUSIVE : Boat there and back vehicle and passenger - Accomodation
(bivouacs, hétels), food (breakfast, ration, dinner) in Tunisia - Repatriation
hedith insurance and organisers liability insurance.
The "Assurance Moto Verte" truck : free fransport of spares for the first 30
amateur riders fo sign up without assistance who specifically request it
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he final round of the 1997 Rally Raid Peterhansel (World 250cc Enduro
World Championships saw the deserts Champion) following close behind in third.
of the United Arab Emirate come alive Fourth place was shared by two more KTMs

as 78 motorcycles, 42 cars and one truck with Thierry Magnaldi (FRA) and Fabio
competed in the Middle East event, more Farioli (ITY) recording identical times for
commonly known as the Dubai Rally. Ten the stage.

riders from the British Isles made the jour- As a consequence, it was a severely deplet-
ney to the UAE with Irish rider Nick Craigie ed entry which began the following day with
(having competed in 96), giving the UK rid- the psychological hurdle of heading into the
ers some valuable advice before the event desert region of the UAE known as the
began:

‘....The second day last year,
was one of the hardest of my life.
Towering dunes and incredible
heat - [ had never before experi-
enced anything like it. Don’t go
with the notion that this event is
going to be a Sunday ride...”

Nick’s words seemed to have a
fateful ring about them; before
even reaching the dreaded dunes
of the second day, the first com-
petitive section turned out to be
tougher than most had expected.
Run in exceptionally hot condi-
tions, the first stage described by
the organisers as a ‘warm up’ run
of 150 miles over a combination
of sand, gravel, sabkha plains and
high dunes, decimated the field
forcing more than 25 riders (one
third of the total bike field), to
retire. The UK group lost five of
its riders to accidents, bike dam-
age, and dehydration, including
Clive Garnham who face-planted
the front end of his KTM640,
breaking eight ribs and cracking
his sternum in the process. Ouch!

The front runners though had
an easier time of it with all the
top men coming through without
problems. Spaniard Jordi
Arcarons finishing the first day
90 seconds in front of French
enduro ace Richard Sainct. Both
riders were on factory KTMs with =
the Yamaha of Stephane : b
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‘Empty Quarter’. This section was also the
longest for the event and officially the most
difficult. Although thankfully the tempera-
ture had eased a little and after the unbe-
lievably ferocious start of the day before,
most riders actually found the going easier
on day two.

At the front of the Rally the leaders were
locked in an intense battle for honours.
Jordi Arcarons (KTM660) was leading the
way but only by three and a half minutes
from Stephane Peterhansel (Yamaha
XTZ850) who had forced himself into second
spot and was pushing hard for the overall
lead, heading third placed Meoni (KTM660)
by just over a minute. Further back,
mechanical problems plagued the rest of the
KTM team, with the 660s of Thierry
Magnaldi and Richard Sainct both suffering
major engine failures in the intense desert
heat. Sainct managed to limp back to the
bivouac (missing out several passage con-
trols and collecting more than nine hours of
penalties), but Magnaldi would be forced to
retire from the event.

Meantime, another UK rider was in trou-

ble; Steve Hague lost control of his KTM640,
crashed at speed and consequently cracked
his shoulder blade and broke two ribs. He
spent a night in Al Ain hospital before
catching the next flight home. While Pat
Priestley (Husky 410) had worries of a dif-
ferent kind, when his bike began to suffer
from a serious death rattle - and he too was

Right: The start, no going back now
Below: Getting up some speed on an open
_scction gave little respite from the ficrce
- heat. Middle right: Andrea Mayer knows the
* importance of not getting dehydrated

Aanll=aaagz
=8 AU
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Digging yourself out of a sand dune in this
sel heat is no fun at all...

forced to watch from the sidelines.

Day three consisted of another long spe-
cial, over fast sandy tracks and more soft
dunes, before returning to the city of Dubai
for a special night-time stage. This one mile
long floodlit course pitted two competitors
head to head around a specially constructed
circuit that consisted of tight, twisty corners
and a massive crossover jump. Around
10,000 locals turned out for the spectacle
which was also being broadcast live on

&> TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE

Middle East TV.

Though not the
fastest rider over the
special, Richard Sainct
(factory KTM) was
definitely the crowd
favourite after he
completely cleared
the huge jump’s down
ramp, then wheelied
the length of the main
straight all the way to
the finish line.
Quickest around the
tight course however
was Stephane
Peterhansel who
looked awesome, hurl-
ing the big 850
Yamaha around like it
was a 125. Showing
just how good he is,
he won not only the
night-time special, but
also the day outright with a margin of two
minutes over Arcarons. And although the
Spaniard still held his lead overall, he was
clearly worried - with Peterhansel now only
two and a half minutes behind and sure to
make up time over the fast sandy tracks of
the fourth and final day. Just behind the
leaders, the battle for third place was even
more intense, with only 19 seconds separat-
ing Frenchman Fabrizio Meoni and Italian
Fabio Farioli both KTM mounted.

T R T T R

v

The fourth and final day of the Desert
Challenge saw Arcarons’ lead slip away, as
rally veteran Peterhansel powered his way
into a three minute lead on the flat-out
pistes with only 70 miles remaining. It
looked for all the world like another
Peterhansel victory was on the cards until a
final twist of fate changed the outcome com-
pletely. Proving that he is human after all,
Peterhansel crashed heavily after running
into a thick bush at speed, hitting his head
on the handlebars in the process and lying
dazed for several minutes beside his bike.
He eventually came-to, and clambered back
aboard his Yamaha to finish the stage, but
so close were the times of the leading bunch,
that this one incident sent Peterhansel tum-
bling down the results from first to fourth
place overall.

So eventually KTM relished top honours
with the ‘nearly man’ Jordi Arcarons finally
securing the number one spot he’d prized
for so long. Meoni won the tussle with
Farioli for second place, while Yamaha and

Resuilts - 1997 UAE Desert Challenge

1st  Jordi Arcarons ESP  KTM660
2nd Fabrizio Meoni ITY KTM660
3rd Fabio Farioli ITY KTM640
4th Stephane Peterhansel FR YAMS850XTZ
St Edii@rieli ITY BMW F650

Peterhansel collected fourth. Fifth place
went to fellow Dakar star Edi Orioli piloting
the factory Schalber prepared BMW F650,
while the UK had something to cheer about
when Warren Edwards clinched the under
500cc class on his Honda XR400 claiming a
very respectable 15th overall.

13:48:21
1:3:52310
163558585
13:57:03
14:44:22
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ou’re riding along through a sea of

north African sand dunes which tower

above you like shifting pyramids.
There are no tracks to follow, no markers to
show where you’ve been and no maps to
guide you. Above you is the persistent drone
of a micro-light and somewhere to your rear
lurks a quad, a couple of 4x4s, and hopeful-
ly safety should something should go horri-
bly wrong. Welcome to the world of rallye-
raid reconnaissance - the job of choosing the
route which the rallies will follow.

There’s no doubt that while everyone can
imagine what it might be like to take part in
a rally like the Optic 2000 Rally Tunisie,
probably very few ever stop to think about
who decides the route. And while events like
the very early Paris-Dakar rallies relied on
only basic reconnaissance (that was part of
their attraction), these days it’s someone’s
job to ride or drive over every inch of a
rally route to ensure that it’s not only safe,
but also possible!

For an event like the Tunisie Rally, that
means a three week trek in November spent
battling through sand dunes, rocky canyons
and desert terrain in an attempt to draw up
a road-book, before another run through
just prior to the event. Mindful of the fact
that over 50 percent of the entry have never

seen (let alone ridden in) a
desert before, Tunisie organis-
er (five times Dakar winner
Cyril Neveu), must not only
decide upon a route, but he
must make it navigable by a
privateer riding his own
machine. That means an
upper limit of 300km a day,
no monster dunes (at least in
the first couple of days), and
preferably a couple of loops
that circle the bivouac - giv-
ing slower riders the chance
to catch up (by missing out
the loops).

If all that sounds like a
logistical nightmare then
imagine what it’s like for the
organisers of the Dakar. Not
only have they got to find
routes of up to 1000km (of
stage miles) a day, but they
have to organise provision for
the landing of giant air trans-
porters which accompany the
event hauling their cargo of tv
crews, doctors, catering staff
and organisers as well as hun-
dreds of tons of spare parts.

Of course nobody who enters a rallye-raid
expects it to be a walk in the park; you can
hardly come back from riding the largest
desert in the world to boast about your
exploits down the pub, if everyone knows
it’s no tougher than riding the local enduro.
So the organisers are mindful of giving com-
petitors their fair share of tough days. These
usually take the form of dune sections, and
with the Grand Erg Oriental in the south of
Tunisia to play with, the Tunisie organisers
have plenty of ‘killer routes’ to choose from.
Normally Cyril Neveu aims for a ratio of one
third piste, one third sandy track and one
third dunes. In previous years the route was
entirely navigable by road book, but more
recently with the cost of GPS having fallen
so low, he can afford to take the route fur-
ther into the dunes to give competitors at
least two days of off-piste riding without
fear of losing half the field.

Other factors Neveu takes into considera-
tion when designing the route have little to
do with the competitors and everything to
do with moving a caravan of over 1000 peo-
ple through the desert. To have access to

A Microlight is used to suss out the
route through the dunes

fuel, water and plentiful supplies of fresh
food, bivouacs are usually placed between
15-20km from civilisation. There also needs
to be a way of getting two wheel drive assis-
tance vehicles from one bivouac to another,
and piste or tarmac that allows them to
hook up with the rally route at least once
during a special stage.

With all these parameters to be met,
Neveu and his crew of five head off to
Tunisia for a pre-reconnaissance sometime
in November. Over three weeks they’ll
sketch the broad outline of the race, fix the
location of the bivouacs, plus finalise the
road books for the assistance vehicles and
for the parallel non-competitive raid. To do
this they use two 4WD vehicles, a motorcy-
cle (and sometimes a quad) - the ideal vehi-
cles for a quick look-see, as well as a micro-
light aircraft.

Employed by the Optic 2000 reconnais-
sance crew over the last two years, the
micro-light has revolutionised the process of
making up their road books. Whereas before
they were reliant on inaccurate second
world war maps - now with a radio link




Heavy all-wheel drive
trucks carry all the
s ial equipment

between the 4x4s and the micro-light, find-
ing tracks is a relatively painless affair. The
biggest bonus is that from the air the pilot
can direct 4x4s around villages on unchart-
ed tracks and so keep the locals and rallyists
safely apart. In fact so successful has this
system proved that for the first time in
years the first stage in Tunisia will be run in
the relatively populated north of the coun-
try offering competitors the chance to ride
300km of previously unused mountain
tracks.

To record the routes the 4x4s are fitted
with highly sophisticated Axel GPS systems
that can down-load their information onto a
portable pc. Once back in Paris, the route is
worked out in more detail before the crew
returns to Tunisia in February to draw the
schematic diagrams and finish the whole
thing off ready for the start of the rally at
the beginning of April.

While Cyril Neveu designs his routes to
meet one set of criteria, Patrick Zaniroli of
Dakar organisers TSO has a completely dif-
ferent set of problems to worry about.
Principle among them being which countries
in north Africa are politically stable enough
for him (and the rally) to pass through on
their way to Senegal. To do this he uses the
close links TSO have built-up over the years
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with French government departments and
various foreign embassies. Once that part of
the equation is worked out he gets out the
maps to find suitable airstrips where the
fleet of aeroplanes used to ferry everyone
about can actually land. Such is the scale of
the Dakar Rally these days that without the
huge transporter planes that the rally organ-
isers (TSO) lease from the Russian govern-
ment, the whole event would come to a
grinding halt. Indeed in the past TSO have
been accused of being too constrained by
their reliance on air transport, and so this
year have included a number of marathon
stages where the airborne mechanics will be
unable to intervene.

With the route marked up on a map,
Patrick and his team of seven set off for six
weeks and 11,0000km of sheer hard slog.
Using two 4x4s and a 6WD truck carrying a
doctor and two mechanics the crew is com-
pletely self-sufficient - which is just as well
as they can spend anything up to ten days
at a time without seeing another living soul.

Unlike Cyril Neveu, Patrick Zaniroli isn’t
looking to make any concessions to first
time privateers. While the Dakar Rally
always attracts its fair share of brave (some
would say fool-hardy) desert novices, the
Dakar was conceived as the ultimate take-

no-prisoners motorsport
challenge. So what Patrick
is looking for is ten hours
a day of balls-out riding
designed to give the likes
of Peterhansel a damned
good work-out. In terms of
distance it depends on the
going, but over the rela-
tively easy terrain of one
of this year’s stages that
translates to one day of
over 1000km!

Talk of designing stages
to suit twin or single cylin-
der bikes however is dis-
missed as irrelevant.
Zaniroli says his only brief
is to design a tough event,
whether you are racing a bike, a 4x4, a truck
or even a quad.

Working to a tight deadline, the TSO crew
undertake their recce in one hit, recording
distances, GPS points and drawing the road-
book up as they go along. On average they
drive ten hours a day, starting at eight in
the morning and finishing when it gets dark
around 6.30pm. Zaniroli, one of only two
people who can lay claim to having been on

every single Dakar, modestly admits that it’s

a fairly exhausting process, but also for him,
the best part of the rally.

As with the Tunisie, when the TSO crew
finally gets back to Paris the designs are
tidied up then printed out in roll form ready
to be handed to competitors. FIA rules state
that the route has to be checked 24 hours
before each special is raced - with any modi-
fications being faxed back to the bivouac -
which requires somebody to drive the route
ahead of the rally. It is a tribute to the pro-
fessionalism of both reconnaissance crews
that apart from changes brought about by
sand-storms and political uprisings - hardly
any alterations are ever required at that stage!

_ The going isnt
" always sandy
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'BNMW have officially announced they
are back in world rallying with a full
works team (using F650s] for this
year’s 1998 Paris-Dakar Rally. But as
wie predicted back in July, behind the
scenes BMIIW’s race team (BVIW Team
Schalber), have been hard at work
preparing for some time. We recently
caught up with Team manager Richard
Schalber at Charles de Gaulle airport
outside Paris and asked him how he
viewed the team’s hopes and ambitions
for the coming year...

TBM: What is your team’s Ime—up for the
forthcoming Dakar Rallye?

RS: Well in addition to Edi Orioli (who is a
past winner of the event), we will have
Andrea Mayer who we’ll be hoping will
clinch the Women’s Cup, and we’ll also be
entering the French rider Jean Burcy who
finished fourth a couple of years ago on the
experimental Honda two-stroke as well as
the Spaniard Oscar Gallardo who finished
second on the last year’s Dakar. It’s a truly
European team for a truly European bike -
Austrian engine, built in Italy with German
design. In total there’ll be 23 of us, with two
IMN six-wheel-drive trucks and three V8
Land Rover Discoveries as support.

like a;majarfje'ffmj; who's  wh

i all fully st pported by BMW e

~ team will run under the banner of BMW

Team Schalber and the bikes are called BMW

F650 Schalbers.

TBM: Obviously then this is a very serious
venture for BMW - do you believe you can
win the event?

RS: Well if we had Peterhansel riding for us
we’d be in with a very good chance (laughs),
but seriously Edi is a proven winner on the
Dakar (he’s won four times to Peterhansel’s

five) and the others all have good track

records. It all depends on the type of going,

= able to beat the K

suited to a twin then f i

~more difficult! Whatever happens we should
have a good chance of being the flI‘St smgle -

cylinder b1ke to reach Dakar.

TBM: Given the doubt about whether a sin-
gle cylinder bike can win the Dakar outright,
why not build a twin?

RS: If a twin cylinder bike ever does get
built it’s a long way off and not something
currently under consideration. You have to
understand the marketing philosophy
behind running the F650 in rallye raids.

~ When BMW launched the F650 they regarded




i

it as an entry level bike which would
encourage young owners to go on to the big-
ger machines. In fact the F650 has evolved
into a niche all of its own. It appeals to a
different type of customer, one who is
younger and more interested in sport. To
support the F650 therefore BMW has to go
racing - which is where we come in.

TBM: How is the bike you’ll be running on
the Dakar different from the original
machine you entered on the Tunisie back in
April? (TBM26)

RS: For a start it’s got a more powerful
engine which is now producing 82bhp at the
crank (considerably more than KTM claim
for their 640), plus it has also got bigger
fuel tanks for the long Dakar stages with a
total capacity of 53 litres. We’ve also
changed the front forks from the Marzocchis
that we were using in Tunisie to convention-
al Showas, while at the back we’re running a
Donnere rear shock as used
by Peterhansel on the last
Dakar. This French made
shock is really revolutionary
(and very expensive - about
£10,000) and performs
éxtremely well. In total, sus-
pension travel has gone up
from 280mm to 300mm. In
addition we’re using your
excellent British made Talon
hubs to help keep the weight
down.

TBM: Fellow competitors on
the Tunisie were staggered at
the top speed of Andrea’s
bike (185kmh). With even
more horsepower will it crack
the 200kmh barrier?

RS: [U’s possible, but that was-
n’t really the reason behind

ful engine. What we wanted was more
torque to make the bike stronger and less
tiring to ride and that is pretty much what
we got.

TBM: And what does Edi Orioli think of his
new bike?

RS: He’s very happy with it. He’s working
very closely with us, in fact his mechanic is
actually living with us up at our workshop.
Edi’s very pleased with the light feel of the
bike and he says that the balance between
the front and back with the tanks full is very
good. But you know, nothing is ever perfect.
The problem with this sort of project is time
- there’s so much to do and never enough
time to do it all! But overall we’re very
happy with how the bikes have turned out,
very excited about the quality of riders
we’ve managed to sign up and looking for-
ward to the racing.

TBM: And finally what are your plans after
the Dakar?

RS: After the Dakar we’ve got the Rallye
Tunisie, the Atlas, The Trans Danubia Ride
and hopefully the Australian Safari before
ending the season with the (UAE) Dubai
Challenge. The Far East market is very
important for BMW and the Australian Safari
gets excellent coverage in the Pacific Rim.
We hope that a BMW will win at least one of
these events next year.

TBM: Thank you.

been clocked
at 185kph!
7 Scary!

developing the more power-
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WE NOW
STOCK A
RANGE OF
ROAD
AND OFF
ROAD BIKES

£2,150 OTR
£2,750 OTR

XR250 J reg, 3,014 miles, ex. cond.
XR250 N reg, 1,693 miles, superb example
XR250R

XR400ORV

XR600RV

XRV750 AFRICA TWIN R reg, only 200miles, UK £6,400 QTR
AFRICA TWIN £6,495 OTR
TRANSALP £5,495 OTR

) NEW KTM IN STOCK

400 SUPER COMPETITION
620 DUKE AWESOME
125 STING 2-STROKE DUKE £3,800 OTR
400 SUPER COMPETITION £5,200 OTR
KIDS BIKES FOR CHRISTMAS
FROM 1,180 INC. VA"

BMIW CAGIVA

F650 STRADA ONE ONLY £4,765
F650 ALSO IN STOCK FUNDURO

CANYON 600, GORGEOUS SPORTS

TRAILY LIKE DUKE BUT AT

USED SELECTION

96 KTV ENDURO LARGE TANK »

92 ELEFANT 750 SAT. NAV. BIG TANK, WATER TANK,
READY TO RAID, MANY EXTRAS

SUZUKI TS250X, D REG, 2 STROKE, FUN, GC £1,200
F650 FUNDURO, L REG, WHITE, 7265 MILES, VGC £3,950
BMW R100GS, E REG, GC, 2,500 MILES, WHITE £3,500

4 GROES ROAD, COLWYN BAY

Gouve Bar 01199 535050

£5,200 OTR
£6,850 OTR

£4,500 OTR

MO TETA

For all your Moto X,
Enduro & Trail needs

DON'T WASTE
YOUR TIME
ANYWHERE

ELSE!

phone

01332 365913

30-31 Friargate, Derby DE1 1BX

70ZY0 TRAIL
s PIULPOZETS e

THRSATINIESSB GG ESS S @SN IS8

NR JUNCTION 17 M6 SANDBACH CHESHIRE
YAMAHA TTR250R M reg vgc tax & tested, electric start . . .. .£2600
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Whoops or whoop-de-dos (to give them their full American name), are a 3 e o S b, When you're airborne keep your

series of rapid and often quite large stutter bumps which will test you . ATEEE T - weight forward, your elbows up, and

and your bike’s suspension to the limit. They may be either artificially _ T Ll L

S : Try and work out not only where

produced or (more usually) come about as the result of the passage of a o e ‘ Bl you're going to land, but how the next

number of bikes over the same piece of ground (thanks to the effect of , ' whoop will affect the bike, and where
long travel suspension). However formed they almost always cause ' , : g : Your next take-off point will be.

problems for riders in enduros because if you get them wrong they can

kick the rear end of the bike up in the air sending you over the handle-

bars. Nore people crash in whoops than on any other part of the track so

good technique is essential to improve speed and maintain safety.

Here’s what Rob Sartin does...

The approach to a line of whoops is nor-
mally quite soon after a corner (that’s
where they tend to form), so speed is
sometimes hard to generate. Even so a
certain amount of speed is necessary to
try and carry the bike over the worst
trouble. Make sure that when you hit the
first bump you are stood up, roughly in
the centre of the bike, and that the bike is
upright (if you start off out of shape it's
very easy to quickly get into big trouble).




ontrary to several people’s advice, I

didn’t ask for any landowners’ per-

mission before setting off to traverse
Scotland by green lanes on the second part
of a journey from Lands End to John
O’Groats - except in the far north-east where
I had no historical evidence. In Scotland
there’s a right to pass openly and peaceably
from one public place to another on an
established route - and [ intended to exer-
cise that right.

I decided to rely on my fast-growing abili-
ty to talk my way out of any difficult situa-
tions I and my other trailriding companior
might encounter en route - there are some
advantages to being female, not least the
element of surprise; most farmers look a lit-
tle taken-aback when you remove your hel-
met. Also, as [ had found to my cost when
trying unsuccessfully to locate local riders to
recce my proposed route, no-

one lives in

o

(I“Gmats frailrlde,,.lacl‘ig German A%
iy cross-d over the bol'd”ei- im:o

the north of Scotland. As one helpful contact
pointed out, if [ was unlucky enough to meet
a gamekeeper, the challenger would proba-
bly be so glad to have someone to talk to
that they’d happily let us ride through as
long as we stopped for a chat.

The History...

I rode only what I believed to be rights of
way, some of General Wade’s and his succes-
sor Caulfield’s military roads, but mainly old
drover’s and thieves roads. Long, before BSE
and prior to the Clearances, when the resi-
dents and their cows were forcibly replaced
by sheep - vast numbers of cattle walked
from all corners of the Highlands to the
trysts or markets of Crieff and Falkirk, to
supply the English demand for quality
beef. Cattle rustling was a popular pas-
time amongst the clans and our

wheels followed in the
homeward foot-

steps of the tough drovers and thieves, mak-
ing relentless progress northwards.

Most paths take a natural route through
the glens in an east-west direction dictated
by the lie of the land, but maps books
finally yielded enough track heading vague-
ly nor thward in a kind of ag to make

our journey viable. The planning effort cer-
tainly made me appreciate our own hotch-
potch categorisation system of vehicular
but the further I delved into
the guiltier I felt at being

rights of w
Scottish his
English!

The Route... Obstacles, Encounters,
Adventures, SUcCCess:
The Lowlands...

The 13th day of
riding since leav-

Land’s End saw me crossing the Southern
Uplands with Derek Needham, from
Yorkshire, who knows the area and was pre-
pared to travel up to Selkirk twice: to recce
and to lead the day’s run to Edinburgh. Our
first lane, passing a cluster of imposing
cairns known as the Three Brethren tower-
ing over the Trig point, included a section
where a big enduro had been held a week or
two before, but there was very little evi-
dence of the passage of bikes and certainly
no lasting damage to the ground surface,
whatever the ‘anti’s’ say.

We met, and scrounged donations from,
several walkers on part of the Sourthern
Upland Way, but otherwise only sheep
shared the Droves - Traquair, Black House,
Glensax - with us. A detour to avoid a locked

gate between the latter roads took some-

what longer than
expected as

% Jacky takes a moment
il out to contemplate the
. vastness of it all... or

she may be behind a
stonc wall somewhere...
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Out on the lonely moor, no-
one can hear you...
«.swearing at your bike!

Derek’s XL350 found, and buried itself in,
the only pocket of bog in the vicinity. Riding
ahead, I had managed to launch the lighter
Serow across it successfully for once, reap-
ing the benefits of my painful ‘training’ ear-
lier in the journey on the sodden pitted
slopes of the northern Pennines. This small
Scottish bog was not going to give up its
prize without a struggle, yielding nothing to
our combined strength, with or without the
engine. It finally let go when we enlisted the
help of a tow rope and the obliging Serow,
but not without spitting quantities of its
less-than-sweetly-perfumed contents all
over us!

The road to West Linton involved a short
but tiring section bouncing through forestry
trenches before we crossed the Pentland
Hills over Cauldstane Slap, a lovely name for
a lovely place, requiring intense concentra-
tion on a narrow undefined path - not a
good idea to gaze at the scenery, I
discovered.

My ‘support team’ consisted of two skint
friends from home who willingly got talked
into a holiday’ touring Scotland as drivers,
cooks and dogsitters in a transit van gener-
ously supplied by AVH vehicle hire for the
northern half of the trip. They rejoined me
at Liz’s place near Edinburgh where we
awaited her arrival home from a week’s ill-
timed work in London. This had prevented
her doing the whole trip with me, but at
least offered her a chance to recover a little
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from a sprained ankle and cracked ribs, the
results of an encounter with a more vicious
Welsh bog on the route. I spent the well-
deserved rest day walking with the dogs (my
legs had almost forgotten how), working on
the bikes and worrying! The episode with
the XL had caused me more than a little anx-
iety, since apart from one afternoon, Liz and
I would be riding the rest of Scotland on
our own and our lack of strength for
removal of bikes from bogs was of some con-
cern - particularly if we managed to bury
them both at once. Liz’s partner volun-
teered to swap the rear MT21s for more seri-
ous tyres, gleaned from kind riders in their
local enduro club, to give us more of a
chance in the deep stuff, but even so it was
with some trepidation that the two of us set
out for the north the next morning.

Over The Firth Of Forth: Factories,
Fords, Friendly And Unfriendly
Farmers...

The Ochils were the next range of hills on
the agenda, approached via the Forth Road
Bridge and a ‘white road’ shown on the map.
This proved impassable due to a vast motor
factory planted plumb in the middle of the
highway. We circumnavigated Hyundi or
whoever it was called on an adjoining track,
where we risked life and limb avoiding huge
earthmoving equipment building a new road
right across its path. No respect!

We had to miss out one intended lane
(which may have caused us problems with
access anyway passing through a heritage
site) as our morning’s four un-tarred sec-
tions had taken a bit of finding and we were
running short of time, having arranged to
meet TBM contributor John Rushworth, our
last guide, in the early afternoon. A little
sweet-talking was necessary to get onto a
shorter road across the Ochils - a resident at
the first gate was adamant that vehicles
couldn’t pass, but the landowner, who fortu-
nately lived on the next farm, succumbed to
the cause and even told us the whereabouts
of the key to a locked gate on the route.

John, whom I contacted after reading his
TBM article on trail-riding in Scotland, had
contributed invaluable knowledge and
enthusiasm in the early stages of research-
ing the route, and I was pleased that he
could spare the time to lead us through the
beautiful glens between Crieff and Kenmore.
The Serows, dwarfed by his immaculate
XR400, followed over mountain, ford and
peat hag, in a landscape that just took your
breath away. Wildlife was abundant here - I
have never seen so many hares, leaping high
from the heather in all directions,
it must be some sight later in the
year when they don their white
winter coats.

We had met no-one at all on
the trails that day, but as we
reached the farm at the end of
the last lane an estate worker
accosted us with frowns and foul
words. John’s superior knowledge
of the law, calmly and patiently
explained, did nothing to placate
him, and my attempts to get him
chatting about the cattle-droving
days, which he admitted to
remembering, were no more suc-
cessful. However, the worst he
could do was write down our reg-
istration numbers and accuse us
of ‘blethering’ - no shots were
fired and we tried not to let it
spoil an otherwise incredible ride.
The tranquillity of Loch Tay,
some fine refreshment and the
collecting of more donations for
Oxfam at Kenmore’s pubs
restored our good spirits before
wild-camping beside a misty
lochan on the Quaich Pass, exer-
cising our ancient right to ‘rest
for the night and graze our beasts
at the roadside’. (The Serows did-
n’t graze much, neither did the
dogs, and we sheltered under

goretex rather than tartan plaid, but it felt
very traditional and the view from my bed-
room at dawn was sensationall!)

To The Great Glen: Ghosts, Gates
And Ghillies....

f

The next day was happily hassle-free, as
sunny as all the rest and much easier both
to ride and navigate than expected. I nearly
trod on an adder basking in a gateway and
we did encounter a ‘ghillie’ (the guy
employed to bring back the victims of the
stalkers), complete with highland pony
behind, its grey sides stained red with the
blood of an unfortunate deer. Luckily I was
neither poisoned nor stopped - the snake
was too busy sunbathing and the ghillie was ;
too far away with a deep river between us to i
take action. We just waved innocently and ‘
wound it on a bit. g
We travelled virtually the whole way to [

Fort Augustus on military roads, one a ‘sum-
mer road’ only, supposedly haunted by vic-
tims of avalanches - quite believable in the
sheer-sided remote pass. Two rugged fords

Some obstacle prove more
| precarious to ncgotiate
. than ethers...
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and the steep drop into the depths of the
loch below us, described in the books as ‘not
for the faint-hearted’, were a little daunting
to say the least, but we avoided drowning
ourselves or the Serows, saw no ghosties and
reached the LandRover track to civilisation
in one piece - only to be confronted by a
locked gate on a bridge. After 35km off-tar-
mac we weren’t particularly keen to turn
back and were sussing out the possibility of
(wo)man-handling the Serows somehow
through the adjacent kissing gate when a
closer look at the chain revealed one of the
five padlocks wasn’t actually clasped - what
a relief! (Five padlocks - could it be that oth-
ers had come this way with hacksaw and
their own lock to add to the chain?)

Our day on the Wade’s roads culminated
in his most famous - the highest road in
Britain, crossing the Monhadliath Mountains
via the Corrieyairack Pass. I'd ridden it last
year on a clear day in May, when snow lin-
gered at the top and the views across Loch
Ness and the Great Glen had to be seen to
be believed, but this late evening its head
was in the clouds and visibility was disap-
pointingly poor in the gathering dusk. The
infamous hairpin zig-zags seemed a lot easi-
er this time, but we rode with more than a
trace of anxiety as to whether we should
have attempted it so near to darkness and
whether our fuel would last - stupidly nei-
ther of us had thought to top up when we
met up with the support van at the southern
end of the pass. We needn’t have worried -
the Serows possess good lights and a proven
reputation for economy - we didn’t even go
onto reserve.

A bit more practice in the art of persua-
sion was necessary at the camp-site, which

was full to capacity, but our ‘charitable sta-
tus’ won the proprietors over and they let us
camp on the driveway verge for the price of
a shower only. It seems incongruous that
both Kenmore’s and Fort Augustus’ facilities
were so busy, when apart from the
Corrieyairack (four walkers and a tent) we
had seen not a single tourist on the trails
between the towns - a batch of breathless
orienteering competitors near Tummel
Bridge were our only company all day. Just
as well though that the vast majority stick to
the tarmac and the tartan gifts, leaving the
wild places to the few. Maybe that’s not the
right attitude but I hope it stays that way.
Seeing no-one else was just fine with us - I'd
conciously planned the route to avoid the
more well-known walkers’ tracks like the
West Highland Way, some of which follows
Wade’s roads, where it would have been infi-
nitely more populated and possibly more
confrontational.

Further North Than Inverness!
Locks, Lochs And Lawns....

One of Major Caulfield’s roads provided a
few laughs for Liz as I was not on good form
at the beginning of the next day and seemed
to spend more time on the ground than the
pegs - some days start like that, I find. We
could see for miles towards the west, Loch
Cluanie glimmering in the distance, framed
by spectacular, cloud-lined mountains and
the ancient road snaking across the fore-
ground on its journey to the barracks at the
old Skye crossing. The drovers used to swim
their cattle across the channel there from
the Western Isles, tied nose to tail, with
amazingly few losses. Today you can still
catch a small ferry at

Don’t just stand there taking pictures, help!
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the narrowest point
of the sound, which,
with the negotiation
of an impressive gra-
dient on single track
hairpins to get there,
provides a much
more exciting way of
reaching Skye than
the depressing new
bridge. Though ‘the
far Cuillins’ beck-
oned, we had to turn
our bars from the
West and ignore the
view, our full atten-
tion being demanded
for the descent of a
clear-felled, branch-
strewn fire break.

s

I.Illlercdid you oipii:iié path was c‘gd'in’?‘ ;

Heading out of the first glen, leaving the
military for the drove road north, the prob-
lem of a securely barred and padlocked gate
in substantial deer-fence seemed insur-
mountable, but a diligent search along the
fenceline revealed a little gate into the
woods. Sneaking through we tackled a tough
climb up the boulders beneath the towering
legs of pylons and finally retrieved the origi-
nal path. Several of the ancient roads we
rode had obviously been utilised for the
installation of these unpleasant lines of
marching giants which marred the sur-
rounding beauty.

A couple of missing bridges across streams
and gullies provided added interest, as did a
little detour on foot to the amazing Plodda
Falls, well worth the uncomfortable walk in
bike kit and soaring temperatures. The place
was deserted except for one man, around
whom I took a wide berth when I noticed he
was wielding a knife! I raced back to the
bikes at record speed in my enormous boots
- relieved not to find Liz in gruesome pieces.
Maybe he was just intending to do a bit of
whittling but it seemed a little wierd - we set

off promptly anyway.

The afternoon was spent entirely on the
dirt contouring along a fast track which,
some 30km later, finally met the tarmac -
laid to give access to Loch Orrin, now a
reservoir. No access available today though -
denied by a well-locked gate, firmly-worded
signs and a cunningly constructed kissing
gate, far too narrow to accomodate a trail-
bike by any stretch of the imagination and
complete with hinges sealed with weld both
top and bottom to foil any attempt at ‘lift-
off’. Liz, possessing an accountant’s persev-
erence with numbers, spent some time going
through the possibilities on the four-figure
combination lock, but even she eventually
got bored. There was nothing for it but to
retrace our revolutions for some miles to the
last junction of glens, where a more histori-
cal route crossed, and hope for better luck
there.

Though a documented path the alterna-
tive route led via some more technical rid-
ing to an identical locked deer-gate set-up at
a remote farm. All was not lost,though, as
Liz detected a way through an adjacent
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I know it gets Frustrating sometimes, but burying
your bike where it fell is not the answer

grassy paddock - which I suppose could be
described as a lawn. We felt a bit guilty but
we left no trace of our passage, honest, dis-
creetly tip-toeing the silent Serows across,
quietly closing the gates and coasting down
off the mountains undiscovered. It’s not
often that trail-riders greet the tarmac with
a sigh of relief, but a welcome huge meal
and a real bed also awaited us in Dingwall,
courtesy of the most northerly member of
the Women'’s International Motorcycle
Association.

Forcing Fences, Frightening 4x4s And
Finding The Fishman Of Lairg...

Day 16 presented a fair few intelligence
tests to overcome the obstructions in our
way. An easy start through ancient sun-dap-
pled birch forest with glimpses of the
sparkling Loch Garve, followed by wide
forestry roads (well populated with ramblers
who generally greeted our presence very
positively), lulled us into a false sense of
security. This was shattered on the next lane
- improvements to the main road had
destroyed the line of the old drove and it
took us a while to find it (a further delay
being caused by my gear lever escaping
from its linkage). Eventually we were con-
fronted by a tall deer fence with a ladder-
type stile for access. A pause for thought -
and I must say my thoughts turned to the
fencing tool a well-prepared fellow TRF
member had insisted I carry for emergen-
cies, complete with staples for re-attachment
and repair.

However, a lucky bit of exploration made
any such thoughts redundant, as some earli-
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er traveller had
unravelled the joins
in the lower squares
of the fence nearby,
and it was just possi-
ble to squeeze a
small trail-bike under
- with much heavy
maneouvering amidst
the bracken, rocks
and tree-stumps of
the deep forestry
trenches. As it was
beginning to get
warm we removed
our conspicuous
glowing green bibs
and indeed most of
our clothes for this
delicate and exhaust-
ing operation in the
sweltering heat.

We finally made it to the track and contin-
ued on our way, encountering some very
sticky bits and a deep pool with an evil wall
of rock invisible within that sent me for a
swim and knocked out the electric start for a
few hours. We experienced a vicious midge-
attack at our much-needed but quickly-cur-
tailed snack break and no less than five
more deer-gates, the area having been
recently planted with the inevitable conifers.
Two of the gates posed no problem and on
closer inspection the other three all gave up
their secrets quite readily. One had a slice
out of a link on the chain, just big enough to
force the upright tube of the gate through,
sneakily hammered flat at the right point;
one lifted off its hinges fairly easily and the
last involved some lengthy unwinding of
carefully-strung wire that replaced the bot-
tom hinge, thereby allowing a pivotal open-
ing, to the exact height necessary for a
Serow to creep under. Our predecessor had
certainly done a discreet and excellent job
of keeping this ancient drove road open and
the landscape we crossed was all you could
wish for: nadgery, challenging riding in the
most marvellous, remote surroundings. We
definitely deserved our lunch at an oasis of
an inn when we finally reached the distant
ribbon of tarmac that was the main road.

Less than a mile of the black stuff (not
Guinness, tarmac), and we were back on the
line of the old drove to the north-east. More
beautiful mountain scenery, admired safely
as the track was wide and easy, interspersed
with blue lochs, abandoned farmsteads -
relics from the Clearances - and a shooting
lodge at the convergence of two glens. What
a place!
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A short recreation break was spent bounc-
ing and swaying (on foot) on a narrow sus--
pension bridge spanning the river alongside
the track. Our sojourn over the water may
actually have done us a favour, as on
remounting and rounding the next bend we
came across a band of rifle-bearing fellows
in four-wheel-drives, obviously bent on the
destruction of some unarmed creature or
another - hopefully not us! Apparently the
timing of our passage had saved us from an
untimely death, as according to their leader
they’d just finished shooting across the line
of the road and they certainly weren’t
expecting, or sparing, any road-users.

He looked far too fresh-faced and freckled
to be blasting hell out of the local deer pop-
ulation. We had seen several herds which
watched our approach with interest before
departing - as did the bunch of ‘sportsmen’ -
quicker than the deer had - which made us
wonder whether they should have been
there at all. The innocent-looking young
gamekeeper, though unbudgeable on the
‘right of way’ argument, was actually very
helpful and directed us to a certain Mrs
Moffat at the farm by the church - the key-
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Ah, the peace and serenity of it all...

holder for a plethora of locked gates we
should expect on our next section. She
turned out to be just the kind of storybook
character her name suggests, with a delight-
ful, trusting attitude. Not only did she put
some money in the Oxfam tin, she willingly
lent us the key, with instructions to pass it
on to ‘the Fishman’ in Lairg, our destination
that evening, for him to return on his*
Tuesday round. We dared not ignore her
advice to visit the tiny church next door,
where interesting historical graffiti had been
scratched in the glass of the leaded windows
in 1845 by families forced to camp in the
graveyard - the residents of the whole
Glencalvie area were evicted in the
Clearances. Nasty English landowners!

The afternoon’s views were stupendous,
including a striking glimpse of the unmistak-
able Suilven mountain in the distance but
there were indeed many locked gates ahead.
The key made life a lot easier, though some
of the kissing gates didn’t kiss too passion-
ately to squeeze a determined trailie
through, and ‘lift-off” looked feasible for all
but a couple of hinges. One or two would
have definately stopped us so we were most

glad of our chance meeting
with the Gamie and Mrs
Moffat’s generosity. As she
had predicted we had no
trouble finding the where-
abouts of the aforemen-
tioned Fishman (‘Och, ye’ll
ha’ nae problem wi’that - ask
anyone in Lairg tae tell ye
wheer he lives!’), though we
did think of making a copy,
a key-cutter open late in a
place the size of Lairg
seemed unlikely and we only
had Nikwax to make a mould
with, escape-movie style, so
we abandoned the ‘right of
way’ cause and dutifully
handed it over for later
delivery with the fruits of
the sea.

Lost In Fog, Buried In
Bog: Approaching The
North-East Coast...

The penultimate day start-
ed badly and continued in
the same vein! [ spent ages
fruitlessly phoning estate
offices and Freddy MacKay,
a gamekeeper I'd been try-
ing to track down for weeks,
to get permission for the last
lane, which if things had gone better we
may have reached later that day. As it was
we had a very tardy kick-off (or rather ‘but-
ton-off’ - the magic of the electric start was
back on form) plus drizzle to contend with,
turning to thick fog at higher altitudes.

The road we were following changed from
double to single dashes on the map, ie from
fast LandRover track to indefinate raised
sheep-track on the ground. This was inter-
sected by deep gullies (their bridges long
gone), faded to rabbit tracks leading every
which way through the heather and disap-
peared entirely wherever the river had cut
too close. A farmer at the start had apolo-
gised that it wasn’t much of a road these
days, ‘but these scramblers’ll tackle any-
thing, will they not?” Well, actually even if
they had the motocross suspension neces-
sary to jump the streams and ditches we
encountered, neither Liz nor I had the guts
to go for it! There was much tentative get-
ting off to recce the landings on foot, which
made for very slow progress, and definately
not enough ‘no fear’ attitude. Some of the
jumps were successful, but getting a Serow
airborne isn’t the easiest thing to do and on

this day, a million miles from an ambulance
and without a signal on the emergency
mobile phone, we didn’t possess the bottle
between the pair of us to hold even a minia-
ture wee dram!

We namby-pamby’d along as the condi-
tions deteriorated, using our initiative to
build bridges and utilising the faithful
towrope to assist our combined puny
strength until I binned it in a hidden bog
with more suction than a state-of-the-art

‘Dyson! Tired and dispirited, we allowed a

more definate sheep-path to lure us too far
west and landed up on a watershed plateau,
described on the map with those little blue
circles and plant-like symbols that denote
pools and ‘mire’. It was arduous riding, and
incredibly difficult to follow a compass bear-
ing whilst turning in all directions to avoid
holes and reed-clumps, peat-hags of awsome
proportions and those tell-tale bright green
patches that look invitingly solid but are in
fact bottomless. Seemingly hours later we
finally dropped (literally on countless occa-
sions) below the cloudline and rejoiced at
the sight of the loch we were heading for.
However, it took a considerable time and
much joint effort (extricating the bikes from
various angled predicaments) to cross the
pathless mountainside and find a place to
ford a river without drowning, in order to
reach the luxury of a track.

The deserted beauty of the loch with its
clean, white sandy shoreline and a beach
picnic of dried bananas and chocolate - all
we had with us as we had intended to meet
the support van for lunch - restored us
enough to face some perforated plank
bridges ahead. On the other side of the
water the track gradually improved until we
finally reached tarmac and the east coast
before dusk. The mobile phones, which were
kindly lent by Advanced Communications of
Gloucester, miraculously found a signal at
last and proved their worth in retrieving the
support team, who had travelled on some
way north thinking they’d missed us. A dark
clifftop ride on the foggy main road to a
campsite rendezvous just about finished us
off - but I can’t complain at only one diffi-
cult day out of the whole 19, and we’d sur-
vived it after all.

As Far As You Can Get From
Land’s End...

We felt we deserved a stroll on the beach
at Dunbeath and a slap-up breakfast before
checking the bikes over and lubing the
chains for the very last time, prior to tack-
ling the last major off-road section to

TRAILBIKE NMIAGAZINE {OP




Westerdale, only a comparitive stone’s throw
from our goal at ‘the edge of the world.” I'd
finally got the go-ahead from the estate and
the elusive Mr MacKay, despite it being the
‘Glorious Twelfth’, first day of the grouse-
shooting season. They’d told me that the
gate would be open and that the barriers on
the track would allow for the height of
bikes. They were wrong: a padlock necessi-
tated lifting the gate off its hinges and we
had to negotiate the barriers by balancing
gingerly around their pivots without losing
it into the drainage ditch alongside.

The rest of it was fast and furious and we
had time later to explore a couple of white
roads on the map, one of which involved a
chase from a farmer, who was initially irate
but suitably gobsmacked when we spoke of
our ‘quest’. Unfortunately there was no
longer a way through but we did find a
delightful green lane to finish with, leading
ever northward with views over our first
destination, Dunnet Head, mainland Britain’s
most northerly point.

A gaggle of Italian bikers on big trailies
there were well-impressed with our trip,
explaining that women on motorcycles big-
ger than 50cc are rare in their country. I
was well-impressed too - with the beauty of
the headland, the performance of the
Serows, the generosity of all the sponsors,
the kindness of the TRF and WIMA guides
and hosts and the successful completion of
such an awesome and wonderful journey!

&> TRAILBIKE VIAGAZINE

Finally it's:all over, can.u
back by van please?

Scotland had proved easier than expected
- no bullets fired in a record 266 miles on
the dirt (out of 585 altogether on Scottish
soil, a far better ratio than England and
Wales, which was nevertheless a respectable
third off-tarmac.) Later totting up, plus the
raffling of some of the kit donated, revealed
a brilliant total of over two thousand
pounds raised for Oxfam, and as it only
takes £50 to create a well for fresh water in
some African countries, this should go a
long way towards improving lots of people’s
lives. (My thanks go to all those who helped
to make the project a success and especially
to ‘route advisors’ John Rushworth, Owen
Sayers, Martin Kirk, Harry Walton and of
course the TRF)

After an adventurous 19 days riding and
1,744 miles from Land’s End, I rode to the
very end of the harbour and took a million
photos to prove our goal achieved, a whole
film of which didn’t come out - typical!
Jubilant phonecalls were necessary - to ‘The
Golden Fleece’, my local pub in faraway
Gloucestershire (who’d sponsored my bike’s
fuel and moved a little motorbike up a map
to keep track of my progress), and to the
ever-trusting Container Company, before we
headed for the nearest hostelry in order to
celebrate our adventure’s end with a little of
the local ‘brew’. Finally in the twilight, a jet-
wash removed the last of the Great Mud of
Britain before we turned the bikes south-
wards once more, and headed for home.

S —

P - Yes, send your money .+
now agifget a year's
gpscripﬁon, that’s twelve
issues of your favourite
magazine for £1.83.33333p
per issue, and that includes
the postage. Are we good to
you or what? (PS Eire and
overseas costs £33 ‘cos of
the extra cost of postage).

PLEASE START MY SUBSCRIPTION FROM ISSUE NUMBER ( )




to advertise in the
classified section call 01458 274447 now
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bike sales

® |
- 0 -

SURREY OFF ROAD SPORT
& MINI BIKE CENTRE

A TOTALLY NEW SHOP BUT WITH 25

YEARS OFF ROAD EXPERIENCE!
1998 Vertemati Enduro / MX available now
We specialise in KTM, Husaberg, RTX & Tokoya,

plus a range of Honda XR’s,Yamaha XT,TT.
Clothing from

CLOVER - WULF - SINISALO - ANSWER * SCOTT
SPORTEX - TECNOSEL : PRO GRIP - ETC

Used Enduro / Trail /| MX bikes from £900 up.

TEL & FAX 0181 660 3728

197 GODSTONE ROAD, KENLEY, SURREY CR8 5BN
EASY ACCESS FROM JUNCTION 6, M25

JIM AIM

MOTORCYCLES

NEW 1998 KTM & HUSABERGS NOW AVAILABLE

N EW 908 KTV A 00 S e e e e e ot e e e
NEW 1998 KTM 125 EXC. . .. 53
NEW 1998 KTM 125 SX.....
R reg KTM 360 EXC Enduro .
P reg KTM 250 EXC Enduro .
N reg KTM 400 Super Comp. .
N reg Kawasaki KLX 250.. . . . 55
(GiregHonda)CRIVI T2 SR v v e e oo

HUGE STOCK OF KTM SPARES ETC
147 Swan Street, Sible Hedingham, Nr. Halstead, Essex

EIMM TE1. 01787 16067 |

A

The Bike Place

OFF ROAD SPECIALISTS
AT THE METRO CENTRE

1998 KTM's in stock now
125 Enduro demo available

97 250 EXC /ast one, was £4,780 now only £4,195
‘96 400 EGS brand new, was £5,600 now only £4,595
XR400 RV reg'd 1996, fully sorted £3,495
Camelbaks - drink while you ride, from £26.95
Scott Neoprene Gloves - normally £27.75, now only £19.95

Scott ‘89 Turbo Flow Goggle - D/G lens, now only £24.95
Scott Six Days Bum Bag - probably the best - £38.95
Animal Watches, Wallets & Watchstraps - full range in stock

e eoee ()
COTT PERFORMANCE NUTRITION

DAVE CLARKE RACING

USABERG

LARGEST STOCK OF HUSABERG SPARES IN THE COUNTRY

TEST RIDES ALWAYS AVAILABLE
1998 MOTOCROSS & ENDURO HUSABERGs
NOW IN STOCK

LARGE SELECTION OF USED ROAD REGISTERED ENDURO
MACHINES IN STOCK - RING FOR DETAILS

TEL: 01772 612118

FAX: 01772 454633

cu;,uw;:jn

0191 488 3137

NEXT TO
THE A1
AMPLE

FREE

PARKING

8 ALLISON COURT, METRO CENTRE
GATESHEAD (Opp. Marriott Hotel)

) OFF ROAD
SPECIALISTS

© USED MX / ENDURO BIKES
* SPARES FOR YAMAHA, KAWASAKI, SUZUKI, HONDA
© ACCESSORIES @ DUNLOPAD ACER3iD? AND MUCH MORE .

* CLOTHING [ A360, WILF ALPINESTAR momuc wore..

® FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES

ALL AT
UNIT 13, WESTERN ROAD IND. ESTATE, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON, WARKS. CV37 0AH

TELEPHONE: 01789 292931 rax 01789 292956

I bike sales-

L/ AV IERT

TRAFATEISIPIOR T

HUMBERSIDE'S Im DEALERSHIP

ENDURO 1N S

98 TM 125E 98 TM 250E

John Wren
Motorcycle Services

[ ———
SALES o SERVICE o A
TT250R / WR250 '1\S~:.. (bk)

WR@@@F (due January)
#l Deposits taken to
#l secure your machine

| For all your requirements give us a call.
102 Rawlinson St., Barrow-in-Furness

TEL: 01229 836038

| 25 years in the motorcycle business!

WILDMOOR Cowmp SHOP—
KTl DEALERS - HUSABERG * TM

NEW MACHINES ROAD BIKES
TM 250 £4300 + Del KTM 125 LC2 EURO £3550
1997 TM 125/300 Demos £2950 BETA QUADRA 49cc (Scooter Bike)
KTM Pro Senior £1200 Electric Start £1950
KTM 50 Auto Pro Junior £1125 NEW KTM 620 Duke, Black £6600
TM 50 Auto from £795 KTM 400 LSE, White £5750
TOKOYA 50 Kids/Adults  from £525 KTM 620 EGSE £5950

USED MACHINES IN STOCK NOW

1998 HUSABERG 600FC/501
PHONE FOR ENDURG - RING FOR BEST PRICE
STOCK LIST WANTED - GEARED 60CC MACHINES
Full engine rebuilds and service available at competitive prices on ALL machines
KIDS BIG AND SMALL STARTER LESSONS GIVEN FROM £8 RING NOW TO BOOK YOUR LESSON
CINETIC QUARRIES, SANDY LANE WILDMOOR, Nr BROMSGROVE, WORCS B610QR
2 mins off M5 junction 4 on A491 towards Stourbridge

OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK from 8.00 - 5.30pm TEL: 0121 4579030/9040

WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING

AA Moto

B NEW & USED TRAIL & ENDUROS
HONDA, KAWASAKI, YAMAHA,

WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING - WCS RACING ~WCS RA

SUZUKI & KTM
‘ IN STOCK NEW 98s
HONDA XR400RW £3,999
KAWASAKI KLX 300R £3,750
| KTM 620EGSE £4,883
§ SUZUKI DR350 SEW £3,650
01225 75]371
FAX 01225 77

ALSO IN STOCK, A SELECTION OF USED ENDURO & TRAIL BIKES
ALL ABOVE PRICES ARE ON THE ROAD INC TAX, PLATES, PDI ETC

Large groups or corporate parties welcome.
On site power washing and secure storage. Sauna also available.

Packages tailored to suit your requirements call
Tel: 01335 300312 Fax: 01335 300685

New and s/hand Trail & Enduro bikes available

AP HOTORCYCLES
MATLOCK

funibilieYcenitiie

ASHBOURNE DERBYSHIRE

Guided Trail Bike tours within the Peak District, including
bed and breakfast or fully self catering cottages.

e
VISA

AD &,
Storcvedz

SELL PARTS FOR t
TRAIL, ENDURO & MOTORCROSS
REPAIRS, CRANK PRESSING
& SHOCK REPAIRS.
FULL ENGINE RE-BUILDS
NEW & USED SPARES

o IRST g

RACING GEAR IN STOCK
Spy Glasses
For a rapid mail order service
Salters Lane, Newport, Shropshire

Tel/Fax: 01952 812779
Sl s

YZM 400 F

FOUR STROKE

AVAILABLE IN
NOVEMBER

v
NO 1
For fast

friendly
service

WE RACE! WE KNOW THE BEST PRODUCTS
TO HELP YOU WIN AND ENJOY YOUR RACING

< w > Max Equipe
BeOK ==

VAMAHA =<

IF YOU WANT
THE BEST
WE'VE GOT IT

XT350 as new .

TRAIL & ENDURO
iN CENTRAL LONDON.

X550 little use ..... £
XT TEN x3.....£1000-£1950
DRGOD x3 .....£1000-£1900
XLGOOR x2 ...£1400-£1900
GILERA RC60D . %
GILERA RX125 . .
MORE AVAILABLE e.g.
TT350-600. KLR, etc..
Ring Richard

Don't delay...phone today!
Tel: 01873 840170
01873 840171
Fax: 01873 840172
The Bryn Garage, Penpergwm,
Abergavenny, Gwent.




bike sales

" ALLENS PERFORMANCER & D

IMPORTER OF KEIHIN &
LS VIKUNI CARBURETTORS
Wldisdl AKTIVE REEDS

BIG BORE STAINLESS FRONT PIPES - SUPER TRAP EXHAUSTS
POWER UP KITS XR250, XR400, XR600, XR650, DR350, KLX250
PLUS HUSABERG KLX650, KTM

CARBURETTORS FROM 22mm - 45mm \WHITE
AIR FILTERS: WHITE BROS. , K&N, RAM AIR RS
THROTTLES: OVER 15 TYPES IN STOCK BROTHE
FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE

FULL SPARES BACKUP

TEL 01949 836733 FAX 01949 836734

ARMSTRONG
4 MT 500’s
Just released - direct from the Ministry of Defence.

Powered by the Rotax single cylinder, i
air-cooled, OHC engine Ve

POWER OUTPUT = 32 BHP

All registered on year related number plates
with 6 months road tax and 12 months MoT

Delivery arranged - Insurance quotes available
4 A
*+ *EURO-AUTOS .

EX-MINISTRY OF DEFENCE EQUIPMENT & STORES. IMPORT & EXPORT
01704 892122 or 041 0500 165 ¢

242, High Street, Connah’s Quay, Deeside, Clwyd
B Helmets from £45 ie: AXO RXS £160
H Sidi Rondo Boots £135
B Alpine Star Tech 5 €176
B Wulf Boots £79.95
B Gloves £10.50 - 26.50
B Mudguard Stays £9.25
B Quick Straps £14.89
M Bum Bags from £8.95
H Tool Bags from £13.50
B Tyres all makes £POA
B Werx Swing arm stickers £5.99
B Acerbis Sport plug holders £1.95
M Tie downs £9.00 pr
PLUS thousands more lines

WE ARE THE No.1 OFF ROAD SHOP
IN NORTH WALES

PLEASE VISIT AS WE ALWAYS HAVE OFFERS
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Telephone: 01244 822510

(] I ] ] I ] I l
HE SOU ADING CRIVI DEALER
250 MK 2 1991 RUNS WELL ...
250 MK 2 1991 NEW TYRES/PADS/SPROKS
250 MK 3 1994 PRETTY, 9000K
250 MK 3 1994 NICE, 3900K.....

XR 250 E/START, 1995, MINT, 2800K
DR250 S SUPERTRAP, 1995, MINT, 2650K .

.£1999.00
.£2599.00
.£2999.00
.£3100.00

£3199.00
...£2100.00

NE MACHINES SUPPLIED AT E]OOS LESS THAN UK PRlCES
PHONE TREVOR FOR A DEAL

SPECIALISTS, ALL GENUINE PARTS AND BOLT
98 Pnﬂﬂnlp ON GOODIES FROM MOST LEADING MAKES
57/59 FORTON ROAD,
011“5 521111 CORB0RT HANTS
PO12 4TD B

e GrERGAD BIE SHOE ’
0, = £ W
Y /
TRELLI
Stockists of F—=—==->and @

ONE DAY MAIL ORDER DELIVERIES
Many Bikes and Accessories always available

 SEVEN HILL MOTOCROSS

specialists

oG\‘

WE REPAIR AND SERVICE
ALL MAKES OF SHOCKS-

TRAIL, TRIALS, ROAD, MOTO-X
MONO SHOCKS

OR TWIN SHOCKS

KAYABA SHOWA OHLINS
W.P. MARZOCCHI ETC

3 MONTHS GUARANTEE
ON ALL WORK

[r_ ' (L l/ irlls(s)(gllz(m«:ks
01929 554545

| specialists

Neil Hudson Motorcycles
,Off-Road Specialistsj

Rear shock absorber repairs to Enduro, Tralil, Trial
and Moto-x bikes, Japanese and European.

Rear shocks and front forks repaired at very
competitive prices, please phone for quote. §

Also engine rebuilds, wheel building etc.

Emlett Farm Itchington, Alveston, BRISTOL BS35 3TA

Tel/Fax 01454 413185

25 Years of Off-Road repairs

NEW 1GNITION LONDON
SUATOR COILS
NEW ‘PATTERN' IGNITION
STATOR COILS ONLY £29 PER SET
(fittings & instructions included)
Most will give greater performance
than original units.
Used by racing teams worldwide

LONDON SW20
TEL 0181 543 0321

SCOTLAND

CALL FOR DETAILS OF THANENY
EXTENSIVE STOCK FOR Stockists of Silkolene,
AL LEADING MAKES Renthal & Alpine Stars
Exchange Stators also in stock TEL 01875 611400
(Call for details)

WALES (SOUTH)

@8 Frame Guards

Next Day Del. Available (Visa, Access Only)

ELECTREX Unit 44, Vanalloys Business ¢
MID GLAMORGAN
TEL 01443 227903

Park, Stoke Row,
Oxfordshire RG9 508
Tel: 01491 682369 Fax: 01491 682286

| parts spares

OFF ROAD

PARTS

| GENUINE & PATTERN = MAIL ORDER SERVICE

L‘—"":' EBC (GASIGA'S]
125/250 NEW

S ENDURO MODELS
cO‘r-,- AVAILABLE

Why not give us a try!

elivery 2-3 days £4 - FOC over £100

el: 01663 742289
ax: 01663 747489

{Please quote OFF ROAD PARTS.with your order

P.O.A.nm\ FEBR TrRaiLsPORT

DOCTORS LANE, ECCLESTON :
CHORLEY, LANCS PR7 5P Tyres & Accessories
by Mail Order

Barum Trail, Enduro, Mx & Trials Tyres
C11 Awesome offroad fyre  120/90-18 £35.50
€20 All-round Trail tyre 130/90-18 £35.00
EDO3 Bridgestone Enduro 3.00-21 £34.50
EDO4 Bridgestone Enduro  120/90-18 £46.95
Arriving February Exclusive Range of

Bridgestone Trail & Enduro Tyres

SHOP Tues-Sat 9am-5pm
Thurs ‘til 6.30pm

TrailEnduro ‘O’ Ring Chain/Sprocket Kits
Quality 520 chain & Street Front and Rear sprockets
RMX250, DR350, KDX200, XR250 - £59.95
(CRM250, XR400, XT600, KLR650 - £61.95
All prices include VAT
Please phone for
.a copy of our free
illustrated price list

70101949 850530 (anytime)

Ring for FREE mall order catalogue
01257 450660 eam-9pm 2,

t Independant Importers of
I Japanese Trail Bikes and *
1 leme 'ﬁl u( Honda CRM Parts Specialists AQQ
Honda CRM 250 Specialist Shop Now Open, Call in and
3 see our Awesome Range of CRM Accessories

) Alloy Bash Plates o Alloy Oval Silencers ® Replacement Plastics
® Disc Guards @ Alloy front & Rear
lear Racks © Bark Busters Handles
Standard & Two Colour @ Performance Front Pipes @ Full range of Trail Riding

eat Covers ® Exira Wide Footrest Accessories

ll bikes are road legal, fully serviced and covered by our no Quibble Warranty
I We always have CRM Demo Bikes available for Test Rides including the AR
& Please give use a call to arrange a no obligation Test Ride
ull Range of Honda CRM spares always In stock, Mail Order no Problem,
you have any Technical Queries give us a call *we live and breathe CRM's"

i s e+ 0115 973 2466

*hone or Fax: Oakleys Yard, Long Eaton, Nottingham
* The Trail Riders Shop run by Trail Riders *

xa:mxm:a:e-o)a:mxoe-mxmm::x@-mx@:xmmxmro-w-m-m,

INCHAINS )

HUGE DISCOUNTS
on top quality chains, tyres, brakes, clothing and all spares,
ready for immediate dispatch

3
g

I O ICHO EOICHOI GHOICX

10| FOIHOIC

@
DID 520 VM X-ring chain £60.00 g
Alloy rear sprockets from £16.00 8

ACCESS & VISA ACCEPTED C{:E B

Typical prices (Inc VAT & P&P) depending on model:
420/428 Chain & Sprocket kits from £27.00
520 Chain & Sprocket kits from £39.00

Steel rear sprokets from £14.00 [ m
Renthal bars £26.00 Plain - £28.00 Coloured
Sintered brake pads from £14.00
Ideal for conversion to most off road
L . machines, from desert racing and the
. N .
Z — ) toughest enduros to the lighter use of

DID 520 V6 O-ring chain £50.00
@ UNIT 9, HIGHTOWN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE RINGWOOD, HANTS BH24 1NZ
. green lanes and the road.

IO OIIEDI

&>

* Light unit available in bulb, sealed
beam or halogen options to achieve
maximum penetration and spread of light.

Lightweight, robust and the highest
quality UV plastic for low
maintenance and long life.

Light system comes
complete with
spacious dash for
the addition of any
instruments
required.

J?I@(M'O/L
FE>DE T «<oOou R

Telephone: 01243 811873 or Phone/Fax 01243 781162




business for sale Rtmlers o o e
DAVE COOPER

- ELDERFIELD
For the Ultimate --

“C E .0* I
BIKERACKS THE NUMBER ONE NAME BIKERACKS o
(fé ‘ ’ R S A I E : Motorcycle
b 4 CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS @H‘C Travel : WE SUPPLY ANY PARTS
, Fanges Car Racks £49.50 inc P&P - Van/Mo(orhome Racks ) S— To__ur;;_.
| An opportunity has arisen to own one of only two FEi a0 TEE b Race £69.90 ine AL = ! n Nevada, Mexico, Costa Rica, Peru, Ecuador, I ORDER SEECIALISTS
‘ § A Junior Racks 50cc - 80cc Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc . - . . F Thailand, And & the UK BIG DISCOUNTS
remould m/x machine set ups in the world. Fits any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and you can For the best gU|ded rocco, France, Thailani - ndorra e [2 DiscoUT
| Know throughout Europe for producing quality e e e T D oads in Canada, Costa Rica, S Africa,
8 R b &4 - 1oel fibing Bnd g Woed, e I essdantsimer Trail Riding weekends Adialtlimalavas Bhutan and Austialin ANY BIKES BOUGHT
| remould m/x tyres for race winners such as "‘"w'%;m'ﬁf, protective enamel. Lightioarde, te 1 Sputia in Mid Wales ring him b | yas, - CORERSH
| e f : . ; .
MICK ANDREWS or for your CLUBMAN RIDER ) Rame T ‘ i * 11 wicestthoiceipliroad fours and rentallbikes wioridwide HUGE NEW & SHAND
e o Plus insurances, flights, shipping etc ASSY’S IN STOCK
Vo 2 :
For more detai!s please contact: Trebls Bike Z§§ 'ﬁég%g%% I 01 823 698944 Contact David Grist at H-C Travel SR e
J AMES HOLLAND Sl“"‘”u’s C/0 RACE-ON-RETREADS il The Old School, Red Lion Lane, Overton, Hants RG25 3HH CALL IN OR RING
| Unit 32 & 33 Red Lion Works, Greenleaze, Knowle, : - DAVE COOPER or Mobile 0378 134295 Tel: 01256 770775 Fax: 01256 771773 01483 453743
) . l 4 DEPT TB, UNIT 7, ERITH BUSINESS CENTRE, HIGH ST. ERITH KENT DA8 1RT i 083 I 6952 I 8
‘ Bristol BS4 27T] TEL 01322 359393 (DAY OR EVE) & 0860 702112 (MOBILE) or Fax 01823 698896 http://www.hctravel.com

i accessories

reach 1000’s

TRAIL TOURS
AT A PRICE YOU CAN AFFORD

S PAIN adds a new dimension to your trail riding

KLIPONOFF

of potential

\\ TRAILERS FOR 1, 2 or 3 BIKES, QUADS OR ROAD BIKES ' Lol d : customers by quosdiousion o
{ v et ) . (May,June ep
| | PIX AVAILABLE advertisin b
| RACKS FOR CARS 4x4’s VANS & MOTORHOMES e R 9 PYRENEES (September)
1 : i 5 | AT MASSIVE DISCOUNTED PRICES here fSPSC:A‘CULI?R '\‘ﬂ%UtF;T:m _SI:EE';_ER‘gne g

To suit Off Road or Road Bikes of all shapes and sizes R Wew 8o sionets oTILL e o el

Also available self fit towbars and full range of accessories i
CONTACT GILES WALKER MOTO CROSS/ENDURO

WALKER ENGINEERING s s

P.0O.BOX 100, HALIFAX, WEST YORKSHIRE
TEL: FACTORY 01422 345568
OUT OF HOURS: 0973 885815 FAX: 01422 348212

MOTO-TOURS

Trail riding holidays
Full Details:-

18 Scott Avenue, Stanstead Abbotts, Ware, Herts. SG12 8BG
920 - 871988

95 GOT A TRAIL BIKE?

Heated Grips (EE) £25.95
Dual Flex Handlebars £69.95

AINMENT

p 9
PORATE ENTE DON’T KNOW s shids
i LA e £ 1 WHERE TO RIDE?
| A@WENT@E\ZEQ The Trail Rider’s Fellowship (TRF) would be pleased to
| 3
Bring your own bike on a guided tour to explore take you out for a day’s green lane riding in your own area x(gq\h&r;ugaqgl;yk) £259
Exmoor’s best green lanes. Your weekend will include ABSOLUTELY FREE! EiGE
two days riding, two nights farmhouse accommoda- s N : o MOTORCYCLES PRO RACING | <
tion and meals, on site power washing facilities and (We promise to be gentle if you are a novice) RTS & Hilee Pt 4 o] ey e
safe overnight parking (vans & bikes) To find your nearest group send a 9"x 5" SAE to:- PA 3’,’;:,{55";;’,'{! ’{’;5,_’;:" sosnt sl any ofthe
ALL INCLUSIVE PRICE JUST £99 Colin Patient ACCESSORIES s i fsportceam/ dual sport
. 5 14 Ryecroft Close, Woodiey, Reading, Berks. RG5 3BP HIGHGATE WORKS CALL OWEN SPORT NOW'FOR A
For details and bookings contact Moor Trails on yeeroft:Closes Woodley (Eating, Berks FOREST ROW, SUSSEX EREE CATL OO ON (1070 832084 ok

the number below \k

&l .

Colour matching Tank Protecting Cover and clip on

Bagsystems for:-
XLS400, Translap NX650, XRV 650/750, TDR125/250,
XLM600, XT500, XT600E/K/Tenere, XTZ660, XTZ750,
TDM850, DR600/650/750/800, KLE500/600, KLR650,
F650, R80/100/1100GS, Pagaso and Elefant

SEAT COVERS, SCOOTER APRONS,
MUFFS & NYLON SADDLEBAGS

| Aqﬁv FOR PRICE 191 LOWES HILL, RIPLEY, Distributed by “ A“ x

LIST DERBYSHIRE DE5 3DW Baglux UK

GUIDED TRAIL RIDING QUAD TRACKS

The ultimate trail ride.

Baja California.

PACKAGES FROM ONLY £99 Rides start early "98.
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Honda XL500R, 1982, Italian import, T&T,
25,000km, new top end, ‘O’ ring chain, new tyres,
cables, some spares, Clymer manual, vgc, £1195 or
swap/px for KLR250, XR250R, XR200R. Tel Tony
after 6 pm on 01252 342044 (Guildford)

Yamaha YZ125, Enduro, 1992, vgc, many extras &
new parts, £950 or exchange for 4-stroke trailbike.
Tel Graham on 01782 504733 (Staffs)

Kawasaki KLR250, 1990 model, T&T, low mileage,
£1195 ono. Tel Mark on 01252 623903 (Hants)
Yamaha DT125R, Enduro spec, 1992, Q-Reg, special
frame, ported, p/valve, DEP, Renthals, 520 ¢/s, sub-
framed, Boysens, fast, unique, just restored, champi-
onship winner, vast amount of spares, no clocks or
lights, £875. Tel Stephen (eves) on 01285 821677
(Glos)

Kawasaki KDX250SR, J-reg, T&T, Pirelli MT21s, ‘O’
ring chain, torquey & very powerful, superb for road
& trail, professionally maintained & serviced, lots of
receipts, £2150. Tel Darren on 01344 750349 (Berks)
Armstrong MT500, yellow/blue, stove enamelled,
disc brake, performance exhaust, full Acerbis plas-
tics, anodised wheels, Renthals, s/s fasteners, simply
the best around, enough spares for life, £1800 ono.
Tel Shaun on 01865 821684 (Oxon)

Honda CRM250R, F-reg, T&T, good cond, many new
parts & extras, £1550. Tel Paul on 01704 574852
(Lancs)

Kawasaki KDX250 enduro, road reg, 1992, good
cond, bike is just too powerful, £1295 ovno. lan
James, Heolddu Drive, Bargoed, Mid Glamorgan,
CF81 8UP

Honda XL185S, X-reg, T&T, 9000 miles, new bat-
tery, Michelin tyres, SM exhaust, otherwise original,
unused since makeover, superb machine, £525. Tel
Nigel on (day) 01462 816666 or (eves) 01462
629092 (Beds)

Suzuki PE175X, 1981, last twin shock, MOT, orig
cond, low mileage, new clutch, tidy bike, £600 ono.
Tel Ian on 01903 745874 (Sussex)

Kawasaki KLX250, 1994, elec start, T&T, 3900
miles, superb cond, Renthals, speedo, new tyres, road
legal, green laned only, £2700 ono. Tel Robert (eves
or w/e) on 01635 42993 (Berks)

Yamaha XT600E, black, 1997, 1500 miles only,
showroom cond, fsh, Datatag, £4100 ono. Tel Paul
(eves) on 01793 537423 (Wilts)

Honda XL250 Motorsport, 1974 (M), 24 yrs old,
T&T, exc orig cond, low mileage, handbook & toolkit,
£1295 or poss p/x for Yamaha DT175 1973-75 Twin
shock + cash, why. Tel 01325 461029 (Co Durham)
Kawasaki KLX250G1, trailbike, 1994, L-reg, only
5700 miles, £2600 ono. Tel Peter on 0117 9565474
(Bristol)

Suzuki DR200, 1991, Q-plate, 5000 miles, well
maintained, new rear tyre, £995. Tel 01203 461692
(Coventry)

Husaberg FE400, 1997, P-reg, little use, over-40
owner, well maintained, exc cond, may p/x for ‘97 2-
stroke or offers. Tel (eves) 01988 840666 (Galloway)
Honda XR600R, 1995, N-reg, 12,000 km, Acerbis
h/guards, f/guards, s/guard, d/guards, exc cond,
£3000. Tel Colin after 6 pm on 0171 701 1522
(London)
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Suzuki DR350SE, red/white/blue, N-reg, taxed,
superb cond, low mileage, recent tyres, just serviced,
£2750 ono. Tel Geoff on 0115 963 0940 (Nott'm)
Kawasaki KLX/250/300, 1995, M-reg, fitted with
300cc big bore kit, Renthal bars, hand guards, exc
cond, must be seen, £2500 ono. Tel (day) 01845
537465 or (eves) 01845 597451 (N Yorks)
Yamaha XT600E, blue, 1992, K-reg, 11,000 miles,
exc cond, £1950 ono. Tel Anthony on 01239 710528
(Cardigan)

Yamaha TT350, R-reg, only 28kms, obviously as
brand new, must be seen, £2800 ovno. Tel Peter after
6 pm on 01525 383920 (Beds)

Aprilia Pegaso 650, June 1996, 1800 miles, as new,
Datatagged, solo alarm, £3500 or best offer, poss p/x
XR600. Tel Gavin on 01952 727401 (Shrops)
Yamaha TW200, taxed, immac, under 500 miles,
£2300 ono. Tel Paul (eves) on 01793 537423 (Wilts)
Armstrong MT500, 1985, MOT, tank/mudguards
in black, great cond, new Avons, very reliable, new
cam belt, rear rack, Akronts, a rugged ‘no frills’ bike,
£1100 ovno. Tel Greg on 01264 332473 (Hants)
Honda CRM250R-3, red & purple, 1997, P-reg, 2000
road kms only, as new cond, £3400 ono. Tel Gary
(eves & w/e) on 01634 244183 (Kent)

Honda XR400RV, UK model, 1997, P-reg, 1800
miles, immac cond, green lane use only, £3550 ono.
Tel John on 01524 701736 (Lancs)

Honda XR250R, 1993, taxed, only 3750 kms, light
trail use, new MT21s, well maintained, £1800 ono.
Tel Chris on 0118 941 649 (Berks)

Honda CR250 enduro, road reg, 1989, two enduros
since pro rebuild, exc fast bike, £950 ono. Tel Paul
on 01282 864412 (Lancs)

Honda XL600OLM, C-reg, MOT, r/w/b Acerbis,
Michelins, Renthals, vgc . Tel Mart on 01543 375317
(W Mids)

Honda XL250S, MOT, fully rebuilt, powder coated
swinging arm frame etc, new shocks, exhaust, c&s,
cam chain, balance shaft chain, looks and rides like
new, £795 ovno. Tel 01296 688542 (Beds)
Kawasaki KL250, B-reg, T&T, good runner £350;
Yamaha , spares or repair, £150; Suzuki TS185, P-reg,
spares or repair, £150; Beta 240 Trials, 1988,
absolutely as new, £650. Tel John on 01327 702541
(Northants)

Suzuki RMX250 enduro, H-reg, new X ring c&s, new
f&r tyres, usd forks, Renthal bars, £1500 ono. Tel
01538 360968 (Staffs)

Honda CR250, R-reg, taxed, reg enduro bike, 1997,
vge, new c&s, forks rebuilt, maintained regardless of
cost, £2800 ono. Tel Malcolm on 01506 871378
(Scotland)

Gilera 350cc Dakota, D-reg, T&T, ES, WC, 29,900
kms, good all round bike, interest in green laning
forces sale for more purpose-made bike, £875 ovno.
Tel Steve on 01932 887515 (Surrey)

KTM 620EGS, 1996, 30 ltr rally tank, 10,000 km,
screen, Renthals, brush guards, aly sump guard, new
Michelin Deserts, purple plastics, Technosel soft
padded seat, service history, £4450 includes original
tank. Tel Boyd on 01625 573299 (Cheshire)

Honda XR400R, 1996, taxed, only 1400km, purple
& white, Honda UK bike, mint cond, road & (little)
green lane use, superb bike, £3975. Tel 01803
552583 (Devon)

Honda XR250RT, P-reg, one year old, taxed, very
clean & tidy, £3000. Tel Andy on 0151 327 2859
(Wirral)

Yamaha XT600E, 1991, blue, Acerbis long range
tank, electric start, £1850 ono. Tel David on 01522
693957 (Lincoln)

Yamaha TT600L, 1984, A-reg, Californian import,
V5, T&T, mph speedo, new Michelin tyres, good
clean example, £1600 ono. Tel Alan on 0956 223
183 (London)

Husqgvarna 410, 1997, like new, £4150; KTM
125EXC, 1996, mint, £2300; Honda XR200R, vgc,
£1850. Sadly at least one bike must be sold, p/x on
Husky considered, may deliver. Tel Mark on 01463
794539 (Inverness)

Yamaha XT225 Serow, G-reg, bought from contain-
er company for girlfriend, only used twice, elect
start, new MT21s, Renthals, tank, wheels, kick-start,
lots of spares, bargain, £2000. Tel Laurence on (day)
01784 420554 (Surrey)

Honda XR400, 1996, 360 km, German import,
red/white/purple, road reg, as new cond, new road
tyres, £4400. Tel Dave on 0181 690 2755 or 0468
642 852 (London) "

Yamaha DT175MX, 1983, A-reg, T&T, exc orig
cond, new tyres, rack, bash plate, new clutch, two
owners from new, £595 ono; also Honda XR650L,
1993, L-reg, MOT, 11,000 miles, elec start, IMS 4 gall
tank, IMS bark busters, spare enduro tyres, orig tank
& many spares, exc cond, £3250 ono. Tel Nick on
0181 532 3520 (London)

KTM 620EGS, 1995, M-reg, 3500 miles, Eurotek ser-
viced, records kept, green lane use only, £3400. Tel
Mark on (home) 01768 866404 or (work) 01768
862935 (Cumbria)

Kawasaki KDX250SR, 1991, H-reg, T&T, 1400 km,
vgc, new c&s, Avon Gripsters, £1695. Tel Rob on
0181 367 1473 (London)

Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1995/M-plate, taxed,
blue/white, elec start, 23,000km, ultimate trailie,
£1800. Tel 01242 687106 (Cheltenham)

Honda XL185, 1980, T&T, Akronts, Renthals, new
c&s, brake shoes, enduro lights, seriously light, loads
of mods, trail use only, receipts, photo available,
£700 ono. Tel 01703 663305 (Southampton)
Honda NX250, K-reg, pearl white with blue seat &
detalils, elec start, pristine, road use only, 7200 miles,
high spec, genuine reason for sale, £2100 ono. Tel
Alex on 01202 877332 (Dorset)

Jawa ISDT, 1976, type 653-3, 344cc, 38bhp, MOT
history, almost unused, road reg, rare survivor of the
most successful enduro bike in international compe-
tition, some factory spares, £2200. Tel David on
01275 877231 (N Somerset)

Kawasaki KMX200, 1990, G-reg, T&T, green, exc
orig cond, well maintained, new KIPS, rings, 1/end,
c&s, etc, gentle trail use only, ideal all-rounder,
£1095 ono. Tel Ian on 0117 956 7509 (Bristol)
Morini Kanguro 350, 1982, 13,750 miles, lovely
orig cond, classic ins, totally reliable fun, new c&s,
be different, £1100 ono. Tel Pat on 01885 410757
(Worcs)

Yamaha Y7250 enduro, 1990/1, vgc, new c&s,
brush guards, some spares, £950 ono. Tel James on
01328 829518 or 0421 437562 (Norfolk)

Yamaha DT175MX, 1984, new Pirelli MT21s, ‘O’-
ring chain & sprockets, brush guards, commuter &
green lane use , £500, no offers. Tel Ian on 01373
454497 (Somerset)

KTM 360EXC enduro, 1996, (1997 colours), green
lane use only, absolutely immac, must be seen,
£3450. Tel Alan on 01530 222143 or 0585 525760

(Leicester)

Yamaha TT250R, M-reg, fully sorted, every extra,
Acerbis, Renthals, alloy bash plate, low mileage, exc
cond. Tel Neil on 01788 811919 (Warks)

Honda XR600RT, N-reg, 4,800km, fully serviced,
full Acerbis guard kit, sump guard, Renthals, Cobra,
Loads of trick titanium bits, c&s, pads, plus all stan-
dard parts, exc, £3250 ovno. Tel Paul on 01282
815964 (Lancs)

Yamaha DT125LC, with DTR125YPVS engine, T&T,
KTM usd forks, KTM swinging arm, White power
shock, alloy rims, Renthals, brush guards, ideal green
laner, £600 ono. Tel Matt on 01455 292318 or 0802
961095 (Warks)

Suzuki TS125R, blue/yellow, 1994, L-reg, MOT,
3500 miles, std spec, very smart orig, £1500. Tel
01722 790438 (Salisbury)

Aprilia Pegaso 650, 1996, P-reg, 1300 miles, exc as
new cond, black with bronze frame, offers? Tel Nick
on 01827 720717 (Warks)

Honda XL250RC, Pro-link model, A-reg, very good
orig cond, T&T, £875 ono. Tel 0181 429 1911
(Middx)

Armstrong MT500, army green, 1985 year, related
plate, MOT, Dellorto carb, good starter, pannier racks
& bags, trail tyres, workshop manual, tool kit, very
tidy, £1000 ono. Tel Nigel on 01268 751171 (Essex)
Yamaha DT175MX, 1984, vgc, std apart from
Gianelli pipe, T&T, low miles, £695 ono. Tel Saran
(eve) on 01526 322298 (Lincs)

Honda MTX125, white, 17,000 miles, A-reg, MOT,
reliable, good nick, £425. Tel Paul on 01751 472178
(N Yorks)

Kawasaki KLX650, 1993, green, MOT, Acerbis hand
guards, bash plate, stainless exhaust, exc runner,
£2300 ono; also Yamaha YZ490, rolling chassis,
rebuilt using new plastics tank etc, road reg, all
receipts, good tyres, stoved frame, giving it away at
£200. Tel Paul after 6 pm on 0116 243 4304 (Leics)
Honda CRM250R-II, white, usd forks, 1800 miles,
rack, road use only, £2200. Tel 01903 246164
(Sussex)

Yamaha YZ250, Enduro, 1993, K-reg, T&T, vgc, fast,
100% reliable, exc green lane bike, just too fast,
£1250 ono or swap or p/x for KDX125. Tel Steve on
01202 814257 (Dorset)

Honda XLR250 Baja, D-reg, 12,500km recorded,
T&T, good cond, recond mono shock, H/D c&s,
Renthal bars, single head light, Clymer manual,
£1500 ono. Tel Brian on 01229 581291 (Cumbria)
Suzuki DR600, 1987, 25,000km, Italian import,
very clean, never seen winter road or off-road, exc
mech cond, £1500. Tel Maurizio on (work) 0181 991
0707 or (home) 0181 810 5377 (W London)
Beamish Suzuki 250, trials, 1978, MOT, in brand
new cond, not restored but stored for 18 years, 500
miles only from new, road reg, unique opportunity
to acquire a rare machine, £1750. Tel Paul on 01937
843635 (Yorks)

Honda XR650L, 1993/K, low mileage only 10,000
miles, e/start, many extras including IMS 4 gallon
tank, Acerbis Bark Busters, frame guards, spare knob-
bly tyres, tools and spares, service history, VGC,
£2995.on0, Tel 01811532 2520

Suzuki DR250, 92/], e/start, seat height variable
on the move, Renthals, Supertrapp exhaust, rack,
recent C&S, reviewed TBM No. 4, £1800 ono; also Gas
Gas Pampera MKI, 96/P, light trail use, recently ser-
viced, new C&S, some spares, reviewed TBM No. 6,
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£2400 ono. Tel 01189 9629307 Leave message
(Reading)

Yamaha DT125R, full power valve kit, G-Reg, 1990,
10,000 miles, Renthals, DEP, silencer, MT21s, 520
chain conversion, Stan Stephen’s porting (enduro
tune), also spare wheels with enduro tyres, £1100.
Tel 0181 989 7890 (London)

Kawasaki KLR250D5, F-Reg, white, T&T, unmarked,

100% original condition, ultra reliable, not off road-
ed, £1095 ono; also Yamaha XT550, T&T, white, easy
starter, plastic coated frame, Renthals, recent Micron
exhaust and battery, great reliable green laner, in
really good condition, £1095 ono. Tel 01444 458594
(Haywards Heath)

KTM LC4, K-Reg, MOT, 3000 miles, excellent condi-
tion, white, power USD forks, shock computer, hand-
book, maintained regardless of owner not having
time, a bargain at £2200 ono. Tel 01929 405639
(Dorset)

BMW R80G/S, 1987 Dakar replica, T&T, 45L tank,
lifted subframe, 41mm DTR forks, progressive
springs, spax, monoshocks, stainless headers,
silencer, Hagon wheels, T headlamp, fairing bright
yellow (see TBM No. 25, £3000. Tel 0151 645 6251
(Wirral)

KTM 620EGS, 1995, M-Reg, 3700 miles only,
Eurotek service, records kept, tax, brilliant trailbike,
bargain price for quick sale, £3100. Tel (Home)
01768 866404 or (Work) 01768 862935 ) (Cumbria)
Honda Africa Twin, 91, on private plate, under
3500 miles, R/W/B, FSH, as new condition. Tel 01908
378378 (Andy) (Milton Keynes)

Kawasaki KMX125, J-Reg, T&T, 520 chain, vgc,
16,000 miles, very reliable, used daily, two owners
from new, last mature owner for four years, new
KTM 350 forces sale, £1195. Tel 01793 831104
(Swindon)

Kawasaki KLX250RD2, May 95, M-Reg, full power,
32bhp version, 2000 miles, tax, brush guards,
Renthals, O-ring, Datatagged, little light use, £2100
ono. Tel 01706 828154 (Lancs)

ATK 560, 1988, Q plate, good Rotax engine, new
carb, two sets of wheels, 18” front, £1180 ono. Tel
01772 612183 (Preston)

Honda CRM250R, MK2, 1992, blue/white, T&T,
VGC, £2450 ono. Tel 01270 524315 (Cheshire)
Honda CR250, 1991, H-Reg, good condition, serious
bike, T&T, engine guard, frame guards, hand guards,
new rear plastics, full lights, £1600 ono. Tel 0114
2509121 (Sheffield)

Cagiva WMX500DE, Supermoto, T&T, Akront rims,
YZF disk, Ohlins shock, Renthal bars, Acerbis plastic,
well maintained toy, 60+bhp = v quick, registered,
featured in TBM Sept 95 issue, £1250. Tel 01372
464114 (Surrey)

Kawasaki KDX125, J-Reg, excellent condition, very
fast, hand guards, power pipe, good on and off road,
must be seen, £995 ono. Tel 01923 445312
(Watford) or 0956 464472

Yamaha TT250R, K-Reg, T&T, alloy bashplate,
immaculate, low mileage, £2400 ono. Tel 01737
763176 (Mark)

Suzuki TS250, R-Reg, 1977, T&T, red, excellent
runner, been looked after, very reliable, £895 ono;
also Yamaha DT100 stood for ten years, motor now
seized, 90% c/w log book, £145 ono. Tel 01325
316726 (Durham)

Honda XL600OLM, C-Reg, e/start, white, MOT, needs
some cosmetic work, £1495; also KTM 600LC4, 1992,
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well maintained, good cond, strong leg required,
£1595. Tel (Martin) 0956 555666 (Middlesex)
Honda XR600R, 1986, C-Reg, T&T, rebuilt engine
and gearbox, hand guards, C&S, easy starter, excel-
lent cond, £1900 ono. Tel 01258 459601 (Dorset)
Yamaha IT175], excellent cond, C-Reg, T&T, ¢/w
spare road gearing and manual, new KTM forces sale.
Tel 01789 294889 (Warks)

Honda NX650, Dominator, 91, H-Reg, blue, only
1400 miles, as new cond, £2900 ono. Tel 01246
272347 (Eves) 01246 541905 (Day) (Chesterfield)
Kawasaki KDX200, Enduro, 1988, E-Reg, T&T,
excellent cond, £750. Tel 01865 730013 (Oxford)
Armstrong MT500, 1987, D-Reg, T&T, 5000 miles,
£1150 ono, can deliver. Tel (Stewart) 01189 756692
(after 6pm)

Yamaha XTZ750, 1990, T&T, new gripsters, Motad
stainless headers, Lazer Pro Duro stainless race pipe,
new brake pads, wheel bearings, loads spent, £2500
ono. Tel 01625 614839 (after 6pm)

Honda XR250, 1995, 7000kms, new Renthal C&S,
MT21s, Acerbis hand guards, Renthal bars, taxed,
VGC, £2600, may swap SuperTen or CRM. Tel 01465
714125 (Eves)

Kawasaki KLX650, 1994, 6000 miles, mean green,
laser pipe, new tyres, service history, mint cond,
£2695 ono. Tel 01425 619837 (Hants)

Yamaha XT600, Tenere, 1987, e/start, needs
silencer for MOT, 22k, £1300 or p/x XTZ750. Tel
01869 810768 (N’hants)

Yamaha TT250R, Nov 95, e/start, new plastics,
tyres, chain, excellent trailbike, good condition,
£2750. Tel (Allistair) 0191 5193179 (Tyne & Wear)
Honda XR250, 1987, Q-Reg, single Carb, MOT,
recent engine rebuild, good condition jacket, jeans,
boots available, owner giving up trailing due to
dodgy knees, £1295. Tel 01926 854981 (After 6pm)
Suzuki RMX250, 94/L, T&T, £300 recently spent,
£1950 ono; also Yamaha DT125R, black, 97/P, as
new, not used off road, 1000 miles, £1850. Tel
01476 402447 (Grantham)

Kawasaki KDX200, 1988, MOT, new piston, O-ring,
sprox, rear disc, serviced rear shock, unused since
Mar 96, good cond, lots of spares, £995 ono. Tel
01772 322378 (Lancs)

Suzuki DR750 desert express, 1990, blue, exc cond,
MOT, low mileage, £1800; also Honda XR250R, 1989,
well maintained trailkbike, MOT, loads of new parts,
£1500. Tel 01482 588782 (E Yorks)

Honda XR250R, 1997/R, mint cond, only 450km,
wired for indicators, must sell hence £3200 ono. Tel
01943 870721 or 0860 595582 (W Yorks)

PARTS

Triple Trailer, with tailboard & lights, £175 ono.
Tel Reg on 0181 675 3335 (S London)

Bike trailer, 2/3 bikes, doubles as multi purpose
trailer with removal of two bolts, spare wheel, lights,
suspension, brakes, tows well, £150 ono. Tel Mark on
01752 822218 (Plymouth)

Honda XL500 frame, c/w front and rear wheels, bag
of spares, £80. Tel 01993843325

Alpinestars Tech-2 boots, size 10, (44.5), unused
still boxed (not my size) paid £140, will accept £100.
Tel 0836 515071 (Birmingham)

suzuki DR650 spares for 96 model. Tel 01902
88046 (W Midlands)

Kawasaki 125 Fresco front pipe £30; workshop
manual £20. Tel Gareth on 01766 780 853
(Gwynedd)

Breaking Kawasaki KLR60O for spares, all parts
available, inc Acerbis long range tank, £50. Tel Tony
(after 6 pm) on 01526 832271 (Lincs)

cawasaki KDX125 clock, zero miles, brand new, no
jonger reqd, £75 ono. Tel Jon on 01908 225341
(Milton Keynes)

Mikuni flat slide carb for Suzuki DR350S, new in

%, White Bros. Tel 01554 775797

(Carmarthenshire)

Suzuki DR350 f & r wheels, discs, Barum ED93 on
back, new Metzeler MCE on front, £200; Acerbis 16
Itr tank, £100. Tel Neil on 01983 528642 (IOW)
XE600, 1987, std headers Cobra silencer, airbox,
Renthals, f/disc caliper, Acerbis head/tail light unit,
spcedo complete, barrel piston, new rings, all cheap.
Te! Mick on 01279 304966 (Essex)

Honda XR400 parts, Acerbis oversize tank, £125;
Acorbis headlight unit, new, £25; MD elec roadbook
ho'der, as new, £225; leather bag for rear mudguard,
£3). Tel John on 01705 464045 (Hants)

Yamaha DT175, 1981, new unused spares, front
gu:rd, £19; rear, £12; side panels (pair), £35; head-
larip, £55; headlamp brackets (pair), £9. Tel Alan on
01642 559368 (Cleveland)

XT5600Z, 1985, petrol tank, side panels, seat,
f/caliper, f/mudguard, f/rim; XT600E, 1991,
b/viheel, r/disc, r/caliper; XL60OR, 1985, b/wheel,
petrol tank; Honda CR500, forks, f/wheel; XT500,

19 8, crankshaft (rebuilt); XTZ750, clocks, f/rim,

b/ late, sensible prices. Tel Tim on 01225 311538
(Bath)

Rallye equipment to suit KTM400/620, roadbook
rezder, ICO, sump guard, 20 ltr tank & seat unit,

GP<, flares, fog light etc, everything you need. Tel
Clive on 0171 924 4559 (London)

Holiday on Trailbikes, strictly non profit making
adventure, on large four stroke trail bikes, in Europe.
Owner/riders invited to help arrange and enjoy
relaxing touring, definitely not an Enduro. Tel
(S'mon) 01626 334463 (Devon)

Original Suzuki DR350SES (‘96) 9 Litre petrol tank,
used one week only, offers. Tel 01162 833376 (Leics)
Yamaha XTZ750 w/shop manual £20, Norton Kider
trail boots vge £25, Polisport rally guards black
unused £10, Acerbis rear light new (suit DR/XR etc)
£10, front fender white £10. Tel 01252 735827
Surrey)

-MX barrel bored to 186cc with four re-bore sizes
available with modified head. Tel 01785 245922
(Staffs)

YWANTED ¢

Wanted s/h MX clothing & protective gear for a
(44467 chest & size 10) fat bloke! Tel Les (work)
01¢ 7; 260026 or (after 6 pm) 01203 743957

ar s)
D @nted silencer & chain for XT250, good cond. Tel

avid on 01793 826408 (Wilts)

4nted kill switch for Kawasaki KDX125, ‘91, also
Performance silencer. Tel Jon on 01908 225341

(Milton Keynes)

Wanted Suzuki DR200, no traders. Tel 01222
862585 (Cardiff)

Wanted wheels for XR200, rear drum brake, front
disc brake. Tel Liz on 01506 855633 (W Lothian)
Wanted TY80 or KX80 must be a runner in good
cond, will pay up to £300 - £400. Tel Chris (after 4
pm Mon to Fri) 01294 466440 (Ayrshire)

Wanted help to find a carb for my Yamaha XT250,
also exhaust and ignition would be useful, will con-
sider any spares for this bike if cheap. Tel Rob (after
6 pm) on 01342 424964 (Devon)

Wanted XR600R Acerbis or IMS large tank, alloy
sump guard, Hot Tip pipe insert. Tel Bruce on 01875
852197 (E Lothian)

Wanted Yamaha DT175, 1973-78, twin shock, orig
if poss but anything considered, will travel, cash
waiting, also wanted early 70s Kawasaki trail-mini
bikes; have Raleigh chopper and bomber for sale or
p/x. Tel Neil (5.30-6 pm) on 01325 461029 (Co
Durham)

Spares

Wanted MX trail or enduro bike or swap for
Mountain Bike Diamond Back, V-link, P50, full sus-
pension, MTB, V brakes, XT components, £950. Tel
Darren on 01584 877907 (Shrops)

‘Wanted 4-stroke trail/enduro bike or swap for my
CN250, Helix Superscooter, worth £2000; also Suzuki
TS185C, 1978, T&T, green lane trim, not immaculate
but great runner, £295 ono. Tel Paul on 0831
476839 (Lancs)

Wanted Yamaha DT175, twin shock, 1973-78, in as
original condition as poss, as complete as poss,
scruffy non runner considered; Also wanted 250 four
stroke, XL250s, KL250 1979, XT250 1978/9, WHY,
preferably a runner, but not essential as long as all is
there. Tel 07970 695606

Wanted carb airbox for 82/83 Yamaha 600TT. Tel
Brian 01293 410534 (Sussex)

Wanted 79-80s SWM, KTM Enduro parts, especially
original plastics and lights, or hire to make mould.
Tel Robin 01243 513243 (Chichester)

Wanted Suzuki TS250K 1973/4 model (low front
mudguard with 19” front wheel), wedge waiting; also
Wanted RL250 Beamish Suzuki c1977, orange/silver

" model, sensible prices please. Tel 01252 795190

Wanted ex-rally bike, prefer Tenere or Africa Twin,
must be complete and original factory or team entry,
anything genuine considered. Tel 01483 426418 or
0802 200846

Wanted Suzuki DR350SE 1997 model owners hand-
book to buy or copy and return. Tel 01443 693426
or 0976 170120

Wanted Suzuki TS250X exhaust or info on what
other system might fit eg RM etc; also wanted a pow-
ervalve-type manual. Tel 01889 577043 (Staffs)
Wanted CRM, YZ or RMX250, to swap for my F-reg
DT125 plus £1000 cash. Neil Little, 12 Woodroyd,
Golcar, Hudds, W Yorks, HD7 4PG

Wanted enduro/trailbike to swap for my Yamaha
RD350LC special, thousands spent, mint bike, cash
adjust either way. Tel 01529 413894 (Lincs)

TRAILBIKE VMIAGAZINE €F»



VAMAHATTGOO Totally V‘rede5|gned and assembled by

Belgarda Italy, utilising optimum trail and
BRAND NEW 1998 K/S MODEL cnduro cycle components. Reworked, lighter,

higher output 595cc 4-valve air-cooled single @ 50bhp. Paioli 46mm fully |
adjustable conventional forks. Ohlins progressive rear shock, linked via Yamaha |
monocross to an aluminium deltabox swingarm.

H Twin Brembo disc brakes

B Takasago Excel rims

v A B Lanfranconi exhaust, stainless
HERE’S WHAT ; y

headers, alloy can

YOU DO B Domino aluminium

handlebars

W MR AP B Twin Tekei carburettors .
}‘ll.l. IN THE FORM | ® Termignoni alloy dry sump \'

(ONE WORD PER lubrication
SPACE) AND TICK % Pirelli MT21 tyres
THE BOX FOR THE # Braided brake hoses
SECTION IN H Regina X-ring chain
WHICH YOU WANT | u Plastics by Acerbis

 TOADVERTISE = ¥ Extra small direction
: indicators

% MPH & KPH speedometer
THEN SEND IT TO: © u Alloy bash plate

GLASSIPIED ¥ Fold away alloy pillion pegs
‘SECTION ¥ Finance arranged, subject
TRAILBIKE to status
MAGAZINE H Delivery available priced
PO BOX 9845 according to distance

LOI\IDOI\I W13 SWP | PLEASE FILL IN THE BLAI\IK‘E‘

PLUS ROAD FND & PLATES

PROVEN ENGINE - RIDE TO WORK,
STATE OF THE ART ON THE TRAIL, VALUE FOR

NEW We are importing these models
DESIGN?

COMPONENTS? | AT AN ENDURO? | Monev? | directly, therefore we can offer them

EASE NOTE; THIS FREE CLASSIFIEDS IS TO ENABLE YOU T0 SELL YOUR 'rn_g IT IS NOT SO YOUGAN ! TTSOSR-N|INES M e ve g at this exceptional price!
OFFLOAD YOUR DECREPIT OLD XJ900 OR YOUR MUM'S FRIDGE FREEZER - DON'T DO IT AGAIN! XRicon

. AiBERG 600 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
e WAI\I'I‘BD - SPABES HUSQ 610 ON WHAT MUST BE BRITAIN'S
K7™ 620 BEST VALUE TRAIL/ENDURO

or 650 BIKE, PHONE
S — CYCLE LOGICAL TODAY

ABDRESS ... ..cccco et n ottt cucdoti s aciiibduciassaivisssaeeses | OPEN LATE 7 DAYS A WEEK  MAIN ROAD CHURCH VILLAGE MID GLAM

, TEL: (01443) 218700 FAX: (01443) 203085
s e T T T e e This is just a selection of our stock. New products arriving daily

| Please phone or call in ask for PIERO OR GRANT
wesiitmtan st absnonm il enn POSTRODE . v iimiite it | Ag::sE/; . VERY Coifipetitie ciodit torins . stbsctid e MDI-\E?}:E\R
T e === . P+P ONLY £5.00 next working day on all mail orders




