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You know the score, freezing rain, snow, sub-

zero wind chill factors, exhaust fumes from cars 'DT175MX
and buses, same ol’ The X-treme™ mask has a e

replaceable charcoal element to filter out pollution, and " .
extends downwards to cover the throat and neck WITLEY 200 TRIAE
region “Bread and dripping couldn’t keep you -

warmer” says Ron of East Grinstead .... If you want to | DERBYSHIRE GUIDE

know what bread & dripping was, then call us now.

WARNING: - CLASSIC TRIAI_S

VEHICLE POLLUTION CAN DAMAGE YOUR HEALTH

Exhaust fumes . Diesel smoke . Pollen . Lead . Irritant dusts ; : T i
For your nearest stockist or mail order service call us now SCO'I“I‘ISI{ RIDING 3 CCM 350 ANB 604 -

Ak i PRl MEXICAN BAJA ~ ESTARTONTEST

[l GERMANY - DIFI-04451 9150 B FRANCE - (1) 48 74 41 03
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- N 12: OFF ROAD TECHNIQUES: Going up and coming
—
_ gm down agatin - how to do it right without falling off

e MOTORCYCEES 14: MASTER BLASTER: The new electric stort CCMs
are here. We try out the mild-memnered 350 and the

bruising 604 on some tricky Northamptonshire lcmes
24: HOW TO: Start competing in long distomce trials -
‘ what you need to know and who to contact

[@LE NS00 (Of 72jlél  34: VIDEO DIARIES: The TrailBike tecm go all Tuvvie’
when they get involved in making a trail riding video
36: SCOTTISH PLAY: Where can you trail ride in
Scotlemd? We set about finding out - omd telling you

Witley 200: Blez enters a two-day, long dis-
tance trial in Surrey and falls off a lot - om awful lot
46: BAJA BREAK: On the trail down Mexico Way
56: THE ROUGH GUIDE: The White Peak
in Derbyshire’s stunning countryside
B 62: DT175MX: The original
master tested again
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AUTHORISED DEALERS FOR KTM MOTORCYCLES

BEDS RON HUMPHREYS MOTO-X 01525 384829 Adventure weekend spon-
CHESHIRE KAIS MOTO-X 01942 896366 sored by KTM (UK) Ltd.

DEVON PLYMOUTH OFF ROAD 01752 606888

DEVON GT MOTORCYCLES - 01752 559063

DORSET KINSON MOTORCYCLES 01202 691133

E SUSSEX BIKES OF BRIGHTON 01273607635

ESSEX JIM AIM MOTORCYCLES 01787 460671

HEREFORD DUAL SPORT MOTORCYCLES 01531 632745

HERTFORD WALTHAM CROSS M/CYCLES 01992625173

KENT STAN STEPHENS M/CYCLES 01474854331

LEICS REDLINE M/CYCLES 01509816177

LOTHIAN ECLIPSE M/CYCLES 01875 611400

S GLAM ROBERT BEVAN & SON 01222 227477

STAFFS DEVIMEAD MOTORCYCLES 01827 251720

SURREY D’'n’A MOTORCYCLES 0181 688 1077

SURREY MOTORITE COMP SHOP > 0181 397 4876

TYNE/WEAR SQUIRES RACING 0191488 3137

WARKS STOWES MOTORCYCLES 01789 840328

WILTS D&B MOTOCROSS 01249 653316

YORKS ALL ACTION SPORTS 01765 608209

IRELAND S
N IRELAND NORMAN WATT M/CYCLES 01846 638766 For details contact Adventure
S IRELAND CC MOTORCYCLES 0353 14525866 Tours 01752 606888
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;Trgngike 13-Magazine-.




ELL MATE, I'VE

ALWAYS FANCIED

USING MY TRAIL

BIKE OFF-ROAD,
BUT NEVER KNEW HOW TO
GO ABOUT IT. THEN I DIS-
COVERED

MOTO-WARD Lid

A SUPER SHOP BASED IN SUR-
REY THEY KEEP ALL THE PRO-
TECTION BARS, HEADLAMP
GRILLS, STANDS AND PLASTICS
YOU COULD EVER NEED. THEY
ALSO KEEP A WIDE RANGE OF
CLOTHING AND YAMAHA PARTS
| AND ACCES-
SORIES, '
YOU NAME
IIEST FEN
CAN GET IT.

MOTO-WARD LTD

117 BRIGHTON RD, SURBITON,
SURREY KT6 5NJ
Tel: 0181 399 0630
Fax: 0181296 0704

Trail Rider's Guide video

Now Available
‘The complete guide to getting

started in Trail riding.’

An action-packed video
presented by the TrailBike
Magazine team, which
takes you step by step
through all you need to
know about taking up
this exciting sport.

£10.99 + £1.50 papP

Send your cheques (made payable to Event
One) to: Event One Productions, 22 Soho
Square, London W1V 5FJ.

Please allow 28 days for delivery

SUPERBIKES

2 CRICKLEWOOD BROADWAY
LONDON NW23HD

Arriving mid December
Yamaha XT225 Serow
Kawasaki KDX1258R, mint £1695
Kawasaki KLR250, inmaculate = £1895
Suzuki TSR125, M-reg, as new  £2095
Suzuki DR385, ex-Kevin Schwant, had a

fortune spent on it, bargain at  £3995
plus other trail bikes arriving all the time

0181-452-2672/2295
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es it’s bike show time again, we’ve had the Cologne show, the NEC show
and latterly the Dirt Bike show, and despite the industry loudly trumpet-
ing massive gains in the popularity of biking in the UK, what do the
majority of manufacturers do - they ignore the dual sport market that’s
what. I mean I don’t think I've ever been to a show and seen so little in

the way of genuine innovation or new trailbikes come to think of it.
Because we're obsessed with speed aren’t we? Or at least that's what
the manufacturers would like us to believe, which is why every Tom,
Dick and Harry or rather Todo, Diaki and Hakito is busy trying to outdo
each other with the latest speed missile. We've got new sports bikes in
the litre class that can now travel at three miles a minute. Some achievement that. Here in
London if you can manage to just keep moving for three whole minutes you can count yourself
extremely lucky. Don't take this the wrong way, I'm not against speed - It’s part of what makes
biking so enjoyable, but you have to ask yourself what’s so damn clever about it? Some of the
smaller European manufacturers however should be applauded for actually producing the sort
of bikes that you and I might want to buy. Austrian firm KTM exhibited a new low seat, elec-
tric start version of their popular LC4 EGS. Also on display was their Adventure bike showing
how a few simple ideas can improve a bike’s usefulness. Detachable panniers (is this a first for
a dirt bike?) are designed to carry a spare set of tyres around them on an overland trip. That's
right the panniers are shaped so that you can carry a spare 21” and 18” hoop on them - now that's
what I call smart. Thank goodness for companies like KTM and
others like ‘em I say. They recognise that there’s a serious dual
sport market out there that demands to be taken seriously. I
‘mean how can it still be that so few four-stroke trailbikes come
with electric start as standard. Imagine if you had to hand crank
your Land Rover Discovery (or whatever car) to get it started on
a frosty morning that'd be a laugh wouldn't it? - I don’t think!
No, the time has come for the Japanese to take a long hard look
at trailbikes and consider the future. We've had
some pretty important milestone bikes from the
Japs in the past; bikes like the XT500, DT175
and XT600Ténéré, but it’s now more than ten
years since the Ténéré was launched and the
time is right for something equally as radical

as that machine was a decade ago.

Anyway, Happy Christmas to one and all.
Thanks for sticking with us, and please
keep on reading (and telling your friends
about) TBM in 1997.

Si Melber

lllustration John Keogh

Edited and produced by Si Melber. Contributors: Paul Blezard, Dave
Cornish, John Rushworth. Editorial address: PO Box 9845, London W13 9WP.
Tel (office hours only) 0181 840 4760. Distributed by SM Magazine Distribution
Ltd, 0181 696 5200, Printed in England by YCG.

TrailBike Magazine is published on the first day of every month by Extreme
Publishing Ltd, Registered in England and Wales, Company No. 3051747. All
rights reserved. All material in TrailBike Magazine is copyright to Extreme
Publishing Ltd and may not be reproduced in part or in full without the express
permission of the publishers. ISSN 1359-0324
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Which Bike?

Dear Si

It’s not a bike I need it’s a
miracle. Just as I decide on a
bike that will cope with my
needs it gets a slagging off in
the press. I want to have a go
in the dirt, but I also want to
hedge my bets by making
sure the good lady can go on
the back (keeps her happy
for some of the time), yet
something I can still use on
the road and enjoy myself. I
keep being informed that
trail bikes are the best all
rounders - but which one?

Everybody talks about the
DR350 but won’t that be
snail-like on the road? As for
the money, well I've got
£2000, and the rest depends
on how comfy the pillion seat
is - if you know what I mean!

Keep up the good work,
but don’t go too posh.

Carlton Herrington
North Shropshire

For sure a trailbike makes the
best all rounder - what other
bike can you use to com-
mute, compete, tour and just
go play off road on? It all
depends on what sort of rid-
ing you intend to do most as
to which bike you choose.
The DR350 is an excellent all-
rounder - but two-up on the
road, it’s hardly going to
worry your licence, and the
seat is a plank. On the other
hand something like a

: Dominator is great fun on the
road - even two-up, but the

i downside is it’s a bit of a

i handful on a UK-type of green
i Jane - and £2000 is a pretty
baseline price for a Dommie.

i Perhaps something like an

i XT600 or KLR600 would be a
good compromise within your
E price range, though if you can

talk the other half out of a
comfy seat the DR is by far the
easiest to use off road

Which Bike? 2

Dear Si

I recently ditched my CB500

i for a KDX250SR, a brilliant

bike, but not especially practi-
cal for the road. I would wel-
come your thoughts on the
current crop of big trailies.
Typically I will be commuting
during the week and green
laning at the weekends - any
suggestions? The pre-electric

starter DR350 has been sug-
gested repeatedly, but how
would that handle the rigours
of occasional touring - the real
hills are over 100 miles away. I
say pre-electric because £4000

i is my limit. How about Honda’s
i big XR600? Too off-road orient-

ed or a capable
commuter/tourer and weekend
warrior?

I can’t afford to waste my
money (who can), so [ would
be glad of your informed opin-
ion. Oh, by the way, anyone
want to buy a mint two-stroke
Kawasaki?

Robert Shaw
London

If you don’t mind buying sec-
ondhand then something like a
one or two year old KTM400
LC4 (or even a 620) sounds
like your sort of bike. It’ll easi-
ly cope with what you require
it to do - on and off the road

KTM LC4: A great dual |
purpose machine? =

and fits within
your budget.
Honda’s XR600

is good but it’s

a bit tiring on the .
road though great off |
it. The DR350
would also do the
job but would feel a lit-

tle underpowered for the occa-

sional touring you mentioned

Mind the Gap

Dear TBM

! Iown a 1987 Yamaha XT225

i Serow and was wondering if
you could help me with the

i following: a) What should the
i valve clearances be set to? b)

i Where can I get a luggage rack

from?

Reuben Alcock

Wells, Somerset

The valve clearances for the
Serow are as follows: Inlet
0.05-0.09mm, exhaust: 0.15-
0.19mm. In Japan there are
about five different types of
luggage rack available just for
the Serow, but unfortunately
no one is currently bringing
these accessories in because of
the high exchange rate and the
exorbitant initial cost. If it’s a
secondhand one you’re after
try The Container Company on
01362 698147 - if they’ve got
one on another bike (and
they’ve usually got Serows in
stock) they’ll take it off and
sell it to you

Big Bottoms

Dear TrailBike

i Tam the proud owner of a
i 1996 Kawasaki KLR250. I have

recently competed in two local
hare and hounds enduros
which I have enjoyed
immensely.

I wonder if you can help
me with one small problem -
the front forks are very soft
and bottom out very easily. I
have experimented with dif-
ferent air pressures, and have
found the best setting so far
to be 20psi which seems very
high. The handbook states a
maximum pressure of 36psi
which must put a bit of a
strain on the fork seals.

I would be very grateful if

: you could tell me if I could get :
stiffer springs or if there is a

way to preload the original
ones, or if it needs a bit more
oil or different grade of oil.
Any suggestions would be
gratefully received as I would

i like to run them with a lot less
air pressure. Great mag, keep
i up the good work.

i paul Hepden, Sussex

i Although the KLR’s forks are

unadjustable (except for air

pressure), that doesn’t mean
i you can’t change the way

they feel. Adding air pressure

i increases the preload and to a

certain extent the compres-

sion. If you want to avoid bot-

toming out you’ll need to add

a heavier grade of oil (which

will slow down the speed of
the forks’ reaction). 10 weight
oil (10W) is usually a good
starting point, but you may
find you need 15W and I
would suggest adding about
5% more than the handbook
recommends. With most bikes
it’s possible to increase the
preload on the fork springs
by adding a couple of spacers
(use thick washers) on top of
the springs before you screw
the caps back on after chang-
ing the oil. It’s really a ques-
tion of trial and error to find
what works best for your

: combination of weight and
i riding style. Don’t be tempted

to stiffen the forks up too

much - this’ll just leave you

with a front end which feels
‘dead’ and simply transfers
the shocks into the bike’s

* frame (and your body).
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Contact Pro-Racing on 01327
301322 if you want to go the
whole hog and have the forks
revalved, and look out for a
full article on suspension set-
ups coming in the new year

Cheap Plastic

Dear Sir

Firstly may I say what a great
read TBM is and after riding
and following trials for a very
long time I find it such a
refreshing change from the
usual hyped-up stuff.

It’s only been a year or so

I’'m no stranger to off-road-
ing), but the biggest challenge
1 am finding is where to get

extras (such as plastics, tool-
bags etc) for my XT350. I've

excellent mag, but nothing
doing, and local road bike
shops can only offer me

I can’t afford. I'm sure [
remember reading in an earli-
er issue that you had an edi-
torial XT350 with Acerbis
parts on it - is that right. I
have the basis of a very
promising trailbike and des-
perately need to modernise it.
Can you help?

T Webb
Cwmbran

Sorry, but these days most
aftermarket parts cost as
much as the original items.

i However they usually look a
¢ lot nicer and have the benefit
since [ passed my test (though : of being a lot stronger. Our

i XT350 was fitted with an

i Acerbis Baja front mudguard
i (£24.30) after the original
hold of replacement parts and : snapped when a branch got
: wedged underneath it; a Baja
rear mudguard which comes
tried a few advertisers in your : With a rear stop and tail light
i (£45.30) but needs a tiny bit
i of trimming to make it fit; an
HP headlamp (actually ours
expensive original parts which i was an Acerbis Elba but the HP :
i looks much better and is

i cheaper) (£46.65); and a small

i bolt on tool bag (£14.99).

The ex-editorial XT350 fitted
with aftermarket plastics

o

We checked with Yamaha

and the original parts are

i almost exactly the same price
i as the Acerbis ones though we
reckon the bike looked much

i better with the aftermarket

i bits on it and they’re certainly
tougher and lighter - but :
unfortunately no cheaper. Try
i Desert Fox on 01985 841184

i for the parts, or breakers
yards if you just want some

: cheap spare plastic

i Rotax power 1

Dear Si

i Firstly brilliant magazine. Each
month can’t go by fast enough
i until another issue arrives.

i Excellent story about Rotax by
i Mike Jackson, it ties in very
neatly with the project I've
embarked on. For my sins I am
i rebuilding an ex-army 250cc
two-stroke Can-Am. Getting

hold of cycle parts was a bit of

i a problem until I came across a
i guy called Arlin Gave in :
: Halifax, Nova Scotia (USA),
who’s proved to be invaluable
i for spares and information.

This guy claims that part of

the consignment that were
: delivered to Armstrong in the
i mid Seventies were originally

destined to be works MX bikes.

: Apparently the power comes in
at 6000rpm and stopped at
8000rpm. Tyre wear on the

i front is said to be minimal - no
i wonder the squaddies didn’t

* like ‘em!

-

Regarding Andover Norton,
. they can still supply most of
i the engine bits including an
i alternative disc valve that
gives more power, but you

i need to have porting work

i done as well. If anyone is

i after 74mm pistons forget it
as they are long since fin-
ished, however oversizes in

i 74.25mm and 74.5mm are
still available together with

i the rings. Arlin has all the

frame numbers for all the
models listed so can give you

i the correct year of manufac-
ture and if anyone needs

i parts info please contact me

i on 01782 563784 after S5pm
i and I'll be happy to pass the
information on. Oh by the
way, the year of manufacture
i from the frame number does-
i n’t really tie in with some of
i the ex-army bikes as many
were in storage for 3-5 years
i before being registered - the
i same goes for Royal Navy
machines.

Nick Frain
Staffs

Rotax Power 2

i Dear Si

After reading the Rotax Story
i (part I & II) I was inspired

i enough to bring together

i some of my own info which
may be valuable to owners of
Rotax bikes especially ex-army
i four strokes. As we all know

i the current army Harley

Davidsons and Armstrongs

i use the good old sohc Rotax

4-valve lump in

: 348 and 500cc sizes
i respectively.
i They’re both simi-

lar engines with
balance shafts, light

: flywheels and elec-
i tric start on later

models. Both ATK
and CCM have had
great success in the
States against top
class sophisticated,

{ water-cooled
i machinery. Tuned

versions of the 500,

{ 560 and 600cc
i engines have won

hundreds if not
thousands of flat
track races in the
good old US of A,
and have dominat-
ed single cylinder
road racing for
years. The bored

i out dohc twin carb

600s are reaching
mid to late 70bhp
at the back wheel
with rev ceilings
well into five fig-
ures. So a Rotax
motor has got a hell
of a potential -

: more in fact than
you’ll ever need on

a trailbike.
Liberating more
power from your
motor need not cost
the amount you
paid for your bike.
A gas flowed cylin-

H der head will cost
i around £145, and

Adventure Tours
(UK) Ltd. 01752 606888

The off-road adventure
specialists invite you to
Jjoin them on their all
new tour:

New Format, New Route
completely new we have intro-
duced some pure off road sec-
tions to the weekend, that we
are sure you’re going to enjoy!
New roadbooks contain lots of
new lanes and many old
favourites!

New Hotel, New Venue
come and join us at Great
Trethew Manor, the fun begins
on Friday evening, with access
to the 30 acres of woodlands
that surround Great Trethew.

New KTM LC2 + LC4 (tor hire)
Brand new bikes, fully prepared
and waiting for you. This easy
option means that all you have
to do is get yourself here - we
won’t even ask you to clean it
afterwards!

New pricing

Two nights accommodation,
evening meals, breakfast and
lunches, clay pigeon shooting,
private competition sections,
pool and darts. Also included
are your roadbook and holder,
in fact the only extras are your
fuel and beer money!

£199 inclusive
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greatly improves the engine’s
ability to rev as the small
standard ports restricts the
army motor to about 28bhp
at 5000rpm and a rev ceiling
about 1000rpm higher. I am
reliably informed that if you
only do one thing to the
motor then the porting is the
best value for money as the
bike runs more efficiently
and much freer. The other
thing holding it back is the
tiny (for a 500) 30mm Amal
carb which should be next on
the list. A 34-36mm Dell’Orto
as fitted to the MZ or Aprilia
is recommended though
Amals are much cheaper - I
was lucky enough to get a
good 34mm Amal for 30

quid. Cam timing on the stan-

dard army issue 500 is very

mild at 225 degrees inlet with
a tiny overlap. A sportier cam

is only really going to work if

you have the porting done
first and are going to invest
in a bigger carb. A moto-
X/enduro cam will cost about

80 quid but is well worth it as

it gives good midrange and
booming top end.

Put the mods together and
what do you get - quite a lot
actually. The head work plus
cam, valve stem seals, gas-
kets, other seals O-rings etc
will cost around £300. A new

carb between £100-200. I also

opted to have the compres-
sion raised from a leisurely
8.2:1 to a more purposeful
9.18:1. Add that carb I
bought for 30 quid and I got
a bill of £360 - I expected a
big difference, and I wasn’t
disappointed.

Power is greatly increased
and the engine will now rev
to over 8500rpm. Power
starts from 3000rpm and

builds strongly around
5000rpm hitting a peak at
about 7-7500rpm. It now
runs along nicely at 80mph
and would doubtless pull
taller gearing - though I like
the rapid acceleration that
now comes with the standard
gearing. For those that like
really big hitters there is a
high compression 600cc con-
version available.

I know it’s still only an ex
army bike to look at, but it
sure doesn’t go like one! By
the way insurance is £107
fully comp on a 500 for a 22
year old (low price military
insurance through AC Miles
via Royal Insurance). If you
want a bit more poke from
your Rotax why not give it a
go - I was amazed at the dif-
ference.

Rupert Kemp, Surrey

What’s On in
Dec/Jan

Dec 8 Cotswold hare &
hounds enduro. All classes inc
sidecars & quads. Cotwold
Enduro Club, Bromsberrow
Heath, Nr Ledbury, Glos. 24hr
answerphone on 01242 870220.

Dec 9 - 11 Burgundy Raid. Three Contact Geraint Jones on 01686

days of off roading (by road-
book) in the beautiful Burgundy
region of France, and staying in
a 12th century Cistercian abbey.
Open to single cylinder trail &
enduro bikes, contact Chris
Evans on 00331 4209 9778.
Dec 14 - 15 Geraint Jones

ing, Classes cater for all levels
(though you must have some
experience of off roading).

Instruction includes bike prepara-

tion, rules and timekeeping. £50
per weekend plus a further £80
for bike hire if you need it.

413324, Glyn Hafren, Old Hall,
Llanidloes, Mid Wales.

Dec 15 Slippery Slope Enduro.

A clubman level event catering

for all classes inc sidecars. starts

10am. Chalkpit hill, Tidworth,
Hants. Call Ken Avery 01703
262483.

Enduro School. Learn the
secrets of successful enduro rid-

Dec 15 Charity Batman Trophy
Enduro. Plenty of fun for all

TrailBike -10- Magazine

classes inc sidecars! Starts
10am at Cheddar Head,
Cheddar, Somerset, call Mrs
Cuff on 01275 833381.

Jan 1 Mud Sweat & Gears
Enduro. Clubman event for
adult solos starts 10.30am at
Pineham, Juctn 14 M1, Newport
Pagnell, Bucks, Call Nik Fisk
01525 375740.

Jan 1 - 16 Dakar Rally. 19th
running of the rally which this
year goes from Dakar - Agadez
- Dakar. The world’s toughest
race can be seen (with daily
updates) on Eurosport.

Jan 18 - 19 Geraint Jones
Enduro School (see above).

L

SouTtHwEST RACING

TRAIL, MOTOCROSS, ROAD
MOTORCYCLES
PARTS & ACCESSORIES

RENTHAL, REIKON, SCOTT,
PIRELLI, BARUM, KENDA,
ROCK OIL, CASTROL, PJ1,

SINISALO-CLOTHING
C + SPROX = BEST PRICES
MT21 TYRES = BEST PRICES

TRF, ACU, AMCA DISCOUNTS
FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES

TeL: 01749 671307

UNIT 6 PALACE COURTYARD,
s PRIORY ROAD, WELLS, SOMERSET,

BAS5 1SY

DAKAR ‘97
BE PART

OF IT...

CALL
01985 841184

FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE

THE DIRTY WEEKEND

Trail riding in the beautiful
Derbyshire Peak District, 12 new
°Kawasaki KLR250s, Five Yamaha
DT125Rs supplied, Excellent bed &
breakfast accommodation, full
insurance cover, riding gear sup-
plied if required, Guides with 15
years trail riding experience, Parties
of up to 12 riders welcome.

The
Original
EXMOOR

Adventure

Bring your own bike on a guided
tour to explore Exmoor’s best green
lanes. Your weekend will include 2
day’s riding, 2 nights farmhouse
accommodation and meals, on site
power washing facilities and safe
overnight parking (vans and bikes).

All this for just £225
inclusive
Tel 01246 864370
or 0831 543004

or write to

All inclusive price
just £99
For details and bookings contact
Moor Trails
Tel: 01271 812024

DERBYSHIRE DIRT BIKES LTD
HOLLIS FARM, HOLMEGATE ROAD,
CLAYCROSS NR ASHOVER, CHESTER-
FIELD, DERBYSHIRE $45 9BA
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or some reason riding

hills, and especially

downhills seems to phase
a lot of riders. There’s no I
doubt that approaching a
steep incline or descent you
should have a plan of action
in mind, it’s no good simply
getting to the bottom of a S 1
hill then looking up, realising it’s a bit longer
and more slippery than you thought it was and
then trying to get going again. The chances are
you won’t make it to the top. Depending on the
severity of the climb you should aim to
approach the hill in as high a gear
as possible, in order to carry as
much momentum as you can. It is
this momentum that you need to
carry you up the initial part of the
hill. Don’t worry if for instance,
you're in third gear, that you may
not be able to make it to the top of
the climb in third - you can always
change down a gear part way up,
but if you change down at the bottom, then all
you’ll succeed in doing is to lose some of your
approach speed.

The secret of tackling hills is to try and flow
up them. By that I mean use the engine’s torque
to pull you up the hill rather than going at it like
a bull in a china shop. Don’t think hills are all
about thrashing gears, spinning wheels and the
like - they’re not. You should try to be as smooth
as possible. Approach the h111 standing up on the
pegs and look i nght to the top) to
see that your t

Off-road i

to roll the throttle on gen-
nger. and steeper the chmb

down, now’s the time to change down a gear, but

remember to rev the engine first (if you don’t -

you'll instantly slow down as soon as the lower
gear engages, losing some of that precious
momentum).

If it’s a slippery or sandy type of climb, then
you may need to transfer some of your weight a
bit further backwards to try and ensure you get
some grip, but be careful because two things can
happen: Firstly you might unexpectedly find
some grip, and with the power on, the front
wheel partly elevated relative to the horizontal
(because of the angle of climb), and your weight

Techmques g

M e 1 b e r

You should aim to
approach the hill
in as high a gear
as possible in
order to carry as
much momentum
as you can

over the back of the
machine, it’s easy to find the
bike suddenly rearing up
and disappearing out from
underneath you in a classic
‘loop’ - I know I've done this
on countless occasions; the
other thing that can happen
is that again the bike finds
grip and begins to surge up the hill but because
your weight is at the back of the machine you
tend to get dragged up the hill (still stood on the
bike), but with your arms fully outstretched, and
definitely not under control.

It’s a good idea to keep a cou-
ple of fingers on the clutch lever in
case you need to clutch the bike
quickly, and try and keep an eye
out for things in your path that
could throw you off line or halt
your forward momentum like
ditches, ruts or a fallen rider. If the
worst comes to the worst and you
have to stop on a hill, then getting
going again isn’t going to be easy, but as long as
you use plenty of clutch and lean right forwards
you should be able to manage it.

Let’s assume that you've managed to get
most of the way up a long climb without stop-
ping, as you see the crest approaching gradually
roll off the throttle and allow the bike’s momen-
tum to carry it over the top. Obviously don’t
throttle off enough to risk the machine stalling,
but don’t head over the top of the climb with the
throttle pi o
you will

shut the throttle (but try not to let the machine
stall. If you're on a machine with plenty of
engine braking (a big four-stroke perhaps), then
that should be all you’ll need to slow you down,
if however the bike is still gathering speed and
youwve tried pulling on the decompressor (if
you've got one) without much success, then
you’re going to have to use your brakes. Use the
back brake first - simply dragging the rear brake
may be enough to slow you down, but on slip-
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pery mud a locked up rear wheel can have vir-
tually no braking effect. In which case you're
going to have to use the front brake.

Remember with a lot of weight on the
front wheel and a slippery surface underfoot
you’ve got to be really careful about applying
a lot of front brake. The technique I use
(though not everyone does) is to put just one
finger on the brake lever and squeeze on the
brake very rapidly (two or three times a sec-
ond) so that the wheel doesn’t get chance to
lock up and slide) - don’t release the brake
fully, always keep it dragging ever so slightly
otherwise the front end will be pogo-ing up
and down. If all this fails and you’re still pick-
ing up speed, drop down onto the seat, put
your feet on the ground and hang on for the
ride of your life - but whatever you do, don’t
be tempted to declutch or you’ll be off down
the hill like a toboggan.

As with all aspects of riding, there are no
definitive rights and wrongs. Find a technique
that works for you and try and improve upon
it until your happy that you’ve mastered it.
Next month tackling mud.

LE DAKAR
T-SHIRT

BUY IT UP &
WEAR IT OUT..

CALL
01985 841184

FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE

Eurotelc

SPORTMOTORCYCLES

96 KTMs in stock
MX - ENDURO - TRAIL
Demo Rides Available
KTM 4Stroke Specialists
Vast Stocks of Spares

Mail Order Spares

1st Class Workshop Service

CLOTHING

@ Official Importer

® Gore-Tex jackets,
pants, shirts & gloves

A must for serious off
road riders

IDunlop, Acerbis, Scott, Arai, Shoei,
[Technosel, Renthal, Alpinestars etc

® MX and Trial clothing
Helmets, Boots etc

Access

Ripon Business Park, Unit 16 Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon
North Yorkshire HG4 1QY
Tel: 01765 608209 Fax: 01765 608223

Visa
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British bike builder CCM is back with a new

range of electric start, Rotax-powered enduro-

trailbikes. TrailBike Magazine’s Si Melber and

Dave Cornish went along to try them out. This is

what they discovered. Words & Pics Si Melber

604 uses trusty Rotax

thumper to produce its
power. Straight through
exhaust sounds LOUD!

CCM CCM is back. The
- F 7 W British machines which

made a name for themselves in off road
competition in the Seventies, are back
in business with a new range of electric
start enduro bikes and a soon to be
released trail bike version. Light, pow-
erful, good looking and with sharp
handling, CCM has blasted back into
the marketplace in the best way possi-
ble with a machine which is now even
more user friendly than before.

It all started way back in 1971
when founder Alan Clews bolted a
handmade chassis and a lightweight set
of cycle parts around an old air-cooled
BSA engine (that was at the time, at
least 30 years old), and took it racing -
scoring notable success with the first
Clewes Competition Machine. A quar-
ter of a century later and the philoso-
phy seems unchanged at the new
Bolton factory: once again CCM utilise
a handbuilt chassis made in England,
with quality cycle parts scurced from
all over Europe; once again it’s an old
air-cooled motor (that some might
argue is long past its sell by date)
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which provides the motive power, and
again it’s a member of the Clewes clan
whose name appears at the top of the
company stationery, though this time it’s
Austin Clews (Alan’s son) that heads up
the family business.

Like his father before him, Austin has
taken an existing mass-produced power-
plant and hand-built a super-lightweight
dirt bike around it. But before you dis-
miss the CCM as using out of date engine

technology, just for a moment consider
the Rotax’s virtues: it’s solid, torquey and
bereft of the complexity of water-cooling
which you could argue is unnecessary on
a dirt bike. And there’s nothing actually
wrong with that old belt-driven sohc air-
cooled Rotax thumper; sure it’s heavier
and wider than the sort of motor squeezed
into a Husaberg for instance, but it’s a
tough old cookie with a reputation for
durability as long as you’re careful to
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change the cambelt regularly. And
remember, even bikes like the KTM620
are powered by engines which have been
in service for a number of years - so don’t
get too carried away with the Rotax’s age.
Ask any XR600 owner and they’ll confirm
that big and bulky though the Honda
engine is, it’s an old warhorse when it
comes to reliability - and so it is with the
Rotax lump. In other words the virtues of
using a proven and reliable engine may
find favour with those that have to pay
for their own spares - especially when the
bike gets to be a few years old.

In that sense you might even come to
regard the Rotax engine as an advantage
rather than a compromise. But if you
think that this little preamble is just a
lame excuse to explain a lack of outright
power - you'd be wrong. Though there
wasn’t time to dyno the big CCM, in 1995
a version of this bike won the American
4-stroke MX championship and Sound of
Thunder series. In 604 enduro guise
(actually 597cc), well... let’s just say
there’s no shortage of go. In fact with a
bore and stroke of 97x81mm (virtually
identical to the 97x80mm for the 591cc
XR600), there’s plenty of meat there from
just over tickover through a hefty
midrange to an almighty top-end wallop.
Indeed you’d be hard pushed to use all
that power on any enduro, let alone when
out trail riding.

But, and this is a big but, unlike the
XR600, the CCM is brought bang up to
date by the fitment of an electric start.
That magic little button takes all the pain
out of starting the left-handed kickstart
motors. Hot or cold, the compact battery
which fits neatly beneath the seat, churns
the motor into life even when a flooded
engine threatens to spoil the fun - don’t
try telling me that’s old technology.

You might imagine from the look and
size of the engine that the CCM is a chunky
and fairly hefty bike when you get up
close, but nothing could be further from
the truth. Petite, narrow, compact and
minimalist, the CCM is anything but bulky
and with the exception of the fuel tank
(which is curiously styled to look like it
has radiator scoops), the styling is spot on.
The almost straightline sweep of the stain-
less exhaust pipe, contrasts neatly with the
swoopy curve of the sidepanels, seat and
rear mudguard and the whole look of the
machine has a cohesive, classy feel to it.

Clamber aboard the CCM (either the
350 or the 600 - they both use the same
chassis and essentially the same engine)
and it’s a slimline bike that sits beneath
you. In fact the widest thing about it is the
engine. The tank is narrow, holding only
8.5 litres of juice, though there’s an
optional 22 litre tank available should you
require it. The seat, pegs, bars and riding
position feel good straight away, and
though fairly tall at 925mm (36”), for the
average rider it’s should be possible to
reach the ground quite comfortably. Just
as with the fuel tank, there’s an optional
seat available which takes the seat height
up to a whopping 950mm for those that
like their saddles really tall.

Literally everything about the CCM
exudes quality; from the span-adjustable
lever on the Brembo brakes, to the neat
Domino switchgear, Renthal bars, UFO and
Acerbis plastics, Goodridge brake hoses,
Regina chain, White Power and Marzocchi
suspension. In fact it’s no exaggeration to
say that the CCM is truly a bespoke dirt
bike, hand-built from the pick of European
components but without a hand-built
price tag. There are options for all sorts of
things from Acerbis Brush Guards to classy
Talon hubs and Excel rims, from a simple
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CCMs are the sharpest

' handling four stroke

dirt bikes you can buy -
but watch out on slip-
pery trails...
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alloy bash plate to a full Dakar rally Kkit.
And don’t you go thinking that in stan-
dard form you don’t get any of the quali-
ty components - it’s literally brimming
with them. New for 1997 is a set of the lat-
est 50mm Marzocchi forks (as standard),
though if you prefer the feel of the older
45mm Marzocchi Magnums (we did) then
you can have them as a no-cost option. In
fact for little extra money, CCM will build
you a bike more or less to your own spec
- try getting that from Mr Honda.

But you can only spend so much time
admiring the cut of its clothes, and it
takes more than quality tailoring to make
a great off roader. So it was then that we
fired up the 350 (a 96 model) and the
1997 604 (the C26) and headed off onto
the lanes of Northamptonshire for some
dirty fun.

Now CCM has a reputation for build-
ing fine handling dirt bikes, and I'm not
about to dispel that myth, but I'm of the
opinion that when it comes to coping with
muddy ruts, slippery trails, roots, rocks
and ditches waiting to catch the front
wheel and throw it off line, there’s an
argument that says that a quick steering
bike is not necessarily what you need. In
other words what works well on the track
doesn’t necessarily translate to the trail.

1996 model 350
distinguished by
its white painted
frame and 45mm
forks. On tricky
stuff you can
ride the 350
much harder
than the 604
thanks to its
milder power
delivery. Weight
is about the
same for both
bikes
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With thick gelatinous mud and slippery
going it was only a matter of minutes
before I felt the front end of the 600 tuck
under and drop me in the gloop. About a
mile later it happened again and then
again a few miles after that - and this was
with new knobblies. This time I let some
of the air out of the tyres, backed off the
compression damping on the forks (which
felt far too stiff) and tried again, but
before long I could feel the front end
struggling for grip. Crasher Cornish, who
was following behind on the 350 (which
was fitted with last year’s 45mm forks)
was experiencing a similar sensation
though not quite to the same extent.
When we swapped bikes, I immediately
found the 350 much easier to ride fast,
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though front end stability was (I felt) still
a problem. By lunchtime we’d come off the
600 that many times between us (or felt it
beginning to tuck under) that a suspen-
sion tweak was in order, so while we
nursed our bruises in a local hostelry, the
CCM boys got on with the business of
winding off the preload on the rear shock
which had the effect of kicking out the
forks giving a bit more rake and trail and
some much needed stability.

I won'’t say it was perfect, but it was a
lot better than before. The 600 still felt a
little unstable over rapid bumps - it’s not
so bad on the 350 but when the 600
shakes its head when it’s fully gassed on I
can tell you it’s pretty unnerving - though
we both felt much happier with the 600




after the suspension changes had been
made. Which just goes to prove three
things: 1) that it’s important to set the sus-
pension up correctly for your particular
riding style and usage, 2) that the CCM
suspension can be adjusted to find a rea-
sonable compromise and 3) that race
geometry is not always the ultimate.

Aside from steering worries there was
nothing bad to report about the rest of the
bike’s handling, in fact on the contrary
the CCM’s turned quicker and easier than
any other four stroke I've ridden thanks to
its motocross heritage. The rear suspen-
sion which dispenses with a linkage and
instead uses a simple direct link system
with a measure of in-built rising rate,
worked superbly and is all that’s needed
on this sort of bike - saving weight, com-
plexity, maintenance and ultimately cost -
brilliant. The overall handling too felt pos-
itive and direct, with none of the vaguar-
ies of steering which can afflict bikes like
the XR600. I also liked the riding position
which made getting forward over the bars
a cinch, and felt just right either stood up
or sitting down. In fact were it not for the
worries over steering then there would be
little to criticise the bikes over.

The engines certainly felt gutsy
enough and though the gearbox of the
bigger bike was a little too ‘crisp’ for my
liking, it was probably still loosening up
having only covered a handful of miles.
Neither Dave nor I could fault the power
delivery of the bigger bike, though the
350 did suffer from an occasional stutter
which was put down to an oversize 38mm
carb being fitted. CCM assured us that the
1997 production bikes will come with a
more appropriate 34mm carb with the

bigger one being reserved for the 604.
It’s not hard to see where CCM’s cus-
tomers will come from. Anyone that takes
pride in owning a top of the range
machine ought to put CCM on their shop-
ping list. I won’t say the bikes are inex-
pensive - £5533 for the 604 and £5357
are hardly in the bargain basement sector,
but then agin neither are they the most
expensive bikes in their class. A kick start
Husaberg is going to cost you more, as is
th