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The International Motor Cycle Show |

’lus

Over 40s
Moped Mania
New bikes for 97

Just pre-hook

, ant save £2
-~ (£1 for children & OAPs)

Credit card hotline
01203 231755

Open 10am—4pm Mon to Fri
Subject to a 50p transaction charge
Closing date for applications 25th October 1996

Ride along to the best ever show of bikes and accessories this n
autumn. There’s a special Preview Day on 8th November. It’s also
over two weekends and easy to get to at the NEC. Book your tickets
early, save yourself money (children 10 and under get in free with a
paying adult) and avoid needless queuing.

Just call the erdit card hotline to book your ticket and
see the very best in motorcycling.

‘ Paul
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Birmingham NEC 8% 1 17" Novemher 1996




YOU GAN'T WIN

IF YOU LOOK LIKE A LOSER

IMAGE ISIV'T EVERTHING, | T-SHIRTS
BUT THE RIGHT ONE
GOES A LONG WAY, ' POLOSHIRTS

DRESSCODE CAN HELP | BASEBALL CAPS
YOU PROMOTE YOUR
COMPANY, TEAM Ok ' SWEATSHIRTS
SPONSORS FOR LESS | ) npre
THAN YOU THINK.
| BUMBAGS

| ETC., ETC., ETC.

FOR ALL YOUR PROMOTIONAL DESIGN, PRINT AND EMBROIDERY
CALL LYNN PEPLOW AT

0181 675 3334

1)

{FUEL TANKS

? "HAND GUARDS

*FRAME COVERS
$2AD LAMPS

“TAIL LAMPS

,,DY ARMOUR

News: Updates on the trail and
enduro bike scene

Letters: Here’s what you've got
to say

Column: More thoughts from
Paul Edmondson

TT320: We track down a clean
example - but don’t clean up
down at the track!

Twin Peaks: Africa Twin and
Cagiva Elefant cross the Alps
to the Stella Alpina Rally

Shane Watts: Aussie with an
attitude

KTM LC2: We test it on and off
the road

Over 40: Midlife crisis or re-liv-
ing your youth?

Yamaha [T175: Old gold tested

Moped Mayhem: Off road racing
that'’s cheaper than staying in!

Dave Taylor obit: We remember
the man
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RAP

SUPERBIKES

2 CRICKLEWOOD BROADWA!
LONDON NW2 3HD

0181-452-2672/2295

Kevin Schwantz’s DR385
- unique - £4,500

NOW IN STOCK NEW
YAMAHA XT225 SEROW

£35950u

ALSO IN STOCK:- Kawasaki
KX100 £900, Honda XR250L,
Derbi 50, New XT350 -
amazing one-off deal £3295.

ELL MATE, I'VE

ALWAYS FANCIED

USING MY TRAIL

BIKE OFF-ROAD,
BUT NEVER KNEW HOW TO
GO ABOUT IT. THEN | DIS-
COVERED

MOTO-WARD Lt

A SUPER SHOP BASED IN SUR-
REY THEY KEEP ALL THE PRO-
TECTION BARS, HEADLAMP
GRILLS, STANDS AND PLASTICS
YOU COULD EVER NEED. THEY
ALSO KEEP A WIDE RANGE OF
CLOTHING AND YAMAHA PARTS
AND ACCES-

SORIES,
YOU NAME
IT, THEY
CAN GET IT.

MOTO-WARD LTD
117 BRIGHTON RD, SURBITON,
SURREY KT6 5NJ
Tel: 0181 399 0630
Fax: 0181296 0704
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ou should be worried. I am. In a consultation paper jointly published
by the Department of the Environment and the Department of
Transport, the government is inviting comment from interested parties
(that’s you and me), over whether they should make wholesale changes
to the current system of rights of way (green lanes). One suggestion is
that the current system of BOATs (Byways Open to All Traffic) should
be replaced by a new classification of Byway, which would eliminate
all motorised rights of way except for agricultural use or access to prop-
erty. I don't need to spell out to you exactly what this would mean for
our sport. Indeed, there would be no sport left. No greenlaning. No enduros. No fun.
And indeed for many people, no access to the countryside. Routes whose histories are
shrouded in the mists of time would fall into disrepair, eventually they would get
ploughed up and assimilated into the surrounding farmland as if they never existed -
and would certainly never exist again.

The government are kow-towing to the spoilsport generation, the NIMBY com-
plainers and the over zealous ramblers. And just like the European issue of bhp lim-
its and nanny policy making, if you don’t do something about asserting your rights,
somebody else will almost certainly assert theirs over you.

It’s not too late to do something about it. Every letter that the government receives
will be one more voice shouting for our cause, and believe me
we need to shout loudly if we’re not to just roll over and let

them give us a good kicking. I urge you to write to the DOT and
send a copy to your local MP. Tell them that you use and appre-
ciate the countryside, tell them that you already pay for the
upkeep of these lanes via your road tax, and of course don’t for-
get to tell them that you'd never, ever consider voting for a gov-
ernment that wantonly disregarded your right to enjoy the
countryside legitimately. The person you should
write to is Mr Ryan, Traffic Policy Div'n, DOT
zone 3/17, Great Minster House, London SW1P
4DR. If you don’t write then don’t blame us
when they take away your sport - for good.
Sadly, last month Dave Taylor died. Not
only was he an enthusiastic trail rider and
avid motorcycle campaigner, he was also
an occasional contributor to this magazine,
and a bloody nice guy. To his family and
friends our condolences. For the future
sake of biking, lets hope there’s more like
him - he’ll be sorely missed. Si Melber

gazine is copyrtght to Extreme
Publishing Ltd and may not be reproduced in part or in full without the express
permission of the publishers. ISSN 1359-0324

nghts reserved Al{matehal in 'Tfallglke-»
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BIKES
FOR
1997

WHAT THE BIKE

MANUFACTURERS

HAVE UP THEIR
SLEEVE FOR
NEXT YEAR

There’s growing speculation that a number
of manufacturers are on the verge of intro-
ducing new trail bike models for 1997, some
of which may well make an appearance at
the Cologne show later this month.

Honda are thought to be working on a
new 650cc trail bike with the emphasis
placed firmly on genuine dual purpose abili-
ty, as opposed to a road biased bike like the
current 650 Dominator. The new machine
which will be similar in styling to Suzuki’s
DR650 is likely to be built at one of their
European factories rather than in Japan.

Suzuki on the other hand are expected to
announce the launch of a trail-styled road
machine more like the F650 or Aprilia
Pegaso. No details are available as yet, but
Suzuki are known to be keen to capitalise
on the success of the BMW which has
attracted buyers to the benefits of a simple
yet rugged trail-style single.

If European rumours are to be believed
Kawasaki are planning on importing a batch
of KILX300s next year. The 300 (first shown
in issue 6 of TBM) was launched in Japan at
the end of last year in a bid to counter cus-
tomer complaints about lack of bottom end
and midrange power in the KLX250. If
Kawasaki UK decide to bring in the new

machine it’s not known whether it will be in
just enduro form or whether both enduro
and trailbike versions will be available.
There’s also talk that Kawasaki are develop-
ing a large capacity V-twin trail bike using a
powerplant taken from one of its custom
cruisers to rival Honda’s Africa Twin.

Also thought to be developing a monster
trailbike is Italian manufacturer Aprilia. It's
long been known that Aprilia have been
developing a powerful 60-degree, V-twin,
water-cooled and fuel injected engine for
use in a supersports road bike, but rumours
coming out of Italy suggest that the engine
(which is designed to be made in any capaci-
ty from 650-1000cc) may yet find a home in
an Elefant-style trailie.

Another Italian manufacturer thought to
be at the design stage with a big trailie are
Moto Guzzi. The cash-strapped Mandello-
based company has built big trail bikes
before, notably the ill-fated Quota 1000 and
V65TT, but are pressing ahead with plans to
build a new model using their traditional
air-cooled, two valve, V-twin motor, which in
injected form is said to be good for 70hp.

Meanwhile, closer to home, Triumph are
known to be restyling the 900 Tiger with a
view to a launch in late ‘97 or early 1998.
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Sala storms
Dave Taylor, the former to ISDE

wheelie King, and contrib- z
victory

utor to this magazine has

died aged 53 from cancer.

See P56 for full obituary Britain's World title hope Paul
Edmondson narrowly missed
victory at this year’s ISDE in

Finland after a hard fought bat-

tle with World Championship
rival Giovanni Sala which went

right to the wire. ‘Sala was on a

mission’ said Edmondson after-

wards, ‘he was out to prove
something and he did it.
Edmondson had taken the

lead on the second day in one of the tough-
est Six Days events for years - made even
harder by the heat - but in the end he
couldn’t hold off an on form Sala who took
the outright win, with Petri Sylvan third.
Finnish police added an extra hazard to

the event by setting up a number of speed
traps on the road sections. British rider Rob
Sartin was one of the unlucky ones who
copped a ticket and a £100 fine.

There’s still time to get an
entry to the Hafren Rally.
SAE to John Edmunds,
Brodawel, Llanbister,
Powys LD1 6TH

Subs comp winner will be
announced next month

A num-
ber of the
manufactuvers
have alveady
announced
details of their
1997 vange of
enduro bikes,
wncluding
KTM, Yamaha
and Husaberg
(pictuved). Full
details next |

month
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DR650 Boost

Taylor Racing in Wiltshire are
bringing in a number of perfor-
mance parts (from the US) for
the latest generation Suzuki
DR650. The full list which
include bash plates, carb recali-
bration kits and a new exhaust,
as well as other bits n’ pieces is
available from Taylors on 01249
657575.

New Raid

Normandy Raid organiser Chris
Evans has released details of a
new French Raid he is running
in the Burgandy Region. The
Burgundy Raid which follows a
specially prepared roadbook
takes place on 6/7/8 December
and costs £240. With stunning
scenery and quite different ter-
rain to the more northerly raids,
the Burgundy Raid will be
added to Sport Adventure’s
other raids (Calais and
Normandy) for which dates are
also available (5/6 Oct & 1/2/3
Nov respectively). Details from
Chris Evans on 00331 42099773.

Malvern
Springs Up?

Charlie Morriss of the
Gloucester TRF is starting up a
new TRF group in the
Gloucester/Malvern area.
Interested parties should head
along to the first club night on
Tue 17 Sept at 8pm at the
Worcester Auto Club, Tower
Building, Perdis Well,
Worceseter, or else contact
Charlie direct on 01453 885323
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Dear TBM

Your mag’s got me hooked
and I'm dying to get onto the
dirt. The Welsh Two Day,
Hafren, Cambrian, Normandy
Raid, some club enduros,
some off road adventure
breaks and a bit of green lan-
ing look the ticket.

The bike for all this is the
main question however - defi-
nitely 4-stroke and 400cc for
size and maximum rideabili-
ty, and off road use only (my
Aprilia Pegaso takes care of
the tarmac). The choice for
me is between the Honda
XR400R, KTM400SC, Husky
TE410 and Husaberg FE400.
Assuming unrestricted choice
what would be your verdict
considering the above
requirements, and as I'm not
trying to be Paul Edmondson
would the least expensive of
the above choices be more
than serious enough to com-
pete and have fun on?

You have a good thing
going with this magazine,
perfect for my needs, well
done and I look forward to
meeting you guys out on the
front line.

Daniel Scott
London NW2

Hey, what a choice you
have. Any of these
extremely desirable
machines would do for
wba{ you want. Though

: they all feel completely
: different to ride, the

i differences are largely
i a matter of personal
preference, and in
terms of ability they

i are all pretty much on
i a level. In the end it

i really comes down to
which manufacturer you
i prefer, whether you

i want air- or water-

i cooled and whether you

Full Bore: A bored-out DR
is an alternative to a

European 400, though not
necessarily cheaper in the
long run y

value the advantages of
i an electric start - we’d
: be happy riding any
one of them

Boring Japs

Dear TrailBike

I read with interest your arti-
i cle in the August issue about
big-bore conversions to
DR350s. I am interested in

: entering enduro competition
i and would like to do so on a

i four stroke, but up until read-
ing your article the only
fourstrokes I would have con-
i sidered were European. Are
bikes such as the DR385 or
Honda XR280 a serious alter-
i native for competitive club-

i men enduros or do I need to
i look at something like an
XR600 for adequate perfor-

i mance? I would like to ride

i fourstrokes, but am put off the :
i European option by the higher :
i costs involved. That said, is :
there really an alternative to a
i good two stroke such as the
i RMX or KDX?

i Dave Carr
{ Preston, Lancs

i Yes there is. Ultimately
i two strokes are lighter

S e et ke

and more power-
ful but if you
want to go
fourstroke racin
then why not do
just that.
Fourstrokes are
often better at
finding grip in the .
wet, sail up hills and
are generally easier to
ride fast on, also many
enduros have a
fourstroke clubman
class specially for the
thumpers. The XR600 is
a good dirt bike but
probably best avoided
for the majority of
‘local’ smaller enduros
unless you particularly
enjoy sweating. The big
bore DR is probably a
better bet than an
XR280 because it’s got
more power to start
with. If cost is an issue,
remember that a sec-
ondhand European :
fourstroke like a KTM or
Husky may cost you
more to purchase than
an equivalent two
stroke, but will be
worth more when you
come to sell it on

Dear All

i there. What I want to do is
obtain a second set of wheels
and rubber to use purely on
i the road with my present set
i kept for off road use.

What I would like to know

is what road wheels (ie from a
i pure road bike) will slot

i straight onto my bike and give
me a wider choice of road
tyres. Also if the wheels are a

: different size, should I use a

: different sized sprocket, and if
so what size?

Hope you can help me in

{ turning a great trailie into a
{ more road oriented bike - if
: only for some of the time.

i Karl Wardle
i London NW9

I’'m not quite sure of

i your reasoning behind

: wanting to change

: wheels if you only use
the bike for commuting.
: These days dual pur-

i pose rubber such as

I have recently bought an N-
reg DR350 which unfortunate-
ly is used mainly for commut-
ing to and from work, with the
odd off road jaunt here and

Avon Gripsters give all
i the grip you’re ever

ikely to need on the

i road with a set of stan-
i dard wheels.

If you really want to

i have a second set of

wheels so that you can

i perhaps use knobblies

on the others then your
best bet is to find a
breakers with a spare

pair of DR350 wheels

and then using the
existing hubs and brake
assemblies have some-
one lace on a set of 17

i inch rims to the exist-

ing hubs. That way
there’s no problem with
matching up brakes,
axles, spacers etc as
these wheels will sim-
ply drop in.

Seventeen inch rims
will give you the widest
choice of road rubber
though of course you’ll
have to stick to tubed
tyres. Gearing will be a
matter of trial and
error to find what
works best ,though you
could start by dropping
the number of teeth on
the rear sprocket by
three, or try a one
tooth larger front. Best
of luck

TrailBike -8- Mdgazine
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Chair-man happy. So can you get away

Dear Si with no seat and an open back

. ¢ as the outfit in the article
R;_garding your item ‘A bit on shows?
the Side’. It’s nice to see an : Also I don’t suppose you
article for people like me who i could do some articles on
have to fit another wheel on i green lanes in Surrey and
to their bike to stop it falling Sussex or at least mention
over! i where they are?

There is nothing wrong ;
with sidecars, I've ridden
them in various guises for a
long time. They’re fun, even
with a passenger and you can
carry all sorts of things with
you like a flask, sandwiches,

Colin Fairs
Ockley

Last time we looked the
green lanes in Surrey
and Sussex were out-

Sidecar setup: Perfect for
carrying a picnic with you
when you’re out green laning

doors and in the coun-
try

Dear TrailBike

picnic table etc. Mine is an ex- :
motocross wasp outfit cou- i
pled to a DR400. The chair
sat in a garage at first unat-
tached to anything, then I
bought a cheap bike to go to
work on, and finally a heavy

God damn you sir! Up until a
fall of snow one winter con- couple of months ago I was a
vinced me to combine the : mature owner of a super tour-
two. ¢ ing Yamaha FJ1200. With pan-
The only thing I've fitted is { niers bulging I was happy and

a detachable rail around the | contented touring here and
back with a seat fitted for my there, been there, done that,
son, and to keep the law got the T-shirt etc. But whilst

browsing my local paper shop
I made the mistake of picking
up a copy of TrailBike for a
change. Now I'd always fan-
cied riding some of the old
Roman roads and tracks that
I'd walked as a rambler, but
somehow the FJ didn’t share
my enthusiasm.

The outcome of all this is
that six weeks ago the much
beloved FJ was replaced by a
new BMW F650. Alright it’s
not a 250 Sherpa (for those
that don’t already know
it, that was a Bultaco
trials bike from the
Seventies - ed), but
already I've done 2,500 main-
ly back lane miles including
several semi-green lanes
around Wales and the Dales.
The latest being a 200 mile
‘off the beaten track’ round
trip in the Dales with a couple
of proper ‘greenies’ thrown in
plus the full length of the
Bainbridge to Ribblehead
Roman road - a mixture of tar-
mac, gravel and deep 4X4 rut-
ted peat with a river crossing
at the end with an awkward,
steep and slippery approach.

I'm having that much fun

that I now have a massive guilt

complex and whilst I blame
you and your mag entirely for
rekindling my youthful trials
riding days, I feel honour
bound to share my new found
pleasure with other like-mind-
ed F650 owners and form a
riders club.

So I respectfully request
that you accept partial blame
and print a notice in your par-
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tisan mag asking anyone

i interested in forming or join-
i ing the F650 Riders Club to
contact me (Kevin Needham)
on 01942 882963 so we can
: get it going.

Kevin Needham
¢ Manchester

i PS: Re ‘Norfolk ‘n’ Good’ on

the letters page, issue 12. Yes
Please!! Can we have more of
i a mixture of articles ranging
i from green lanes for novices :
to pure satanic route bogmas-
ters. :

We accept the blame

entirely... Crasher

Cornish has been disci-

plined by his wife (oo-
i er), whilst Blezard was

to have been given 200

lines but we knew he
i wouldn’t finish them in

time! Me, I’m just very,
very sorry. Hopefully I
can make amends by

: suggesting that like
: minded readers get in

touch with you on the

above telephone num-
i ber. Regarding more

trail riding routes the

{ answer is yes, but a
¢ reminder to everyone

out there that we pay
for readers contribu-
tions (Rough Guides,
Reader’s Rides etc)
when typed and accom-

Hot Tip

Dear TrailBike

Please could you help with a
couple of problems? I'm
rebuilding my 1992 XR600R
using a 1mm oversize Wiseco
piston, and what I want to
know is will I have to do any
rejetting etc, and what’s the

In the club? Dest tailpipe

Calling all Fe50 for this
owners bike?
Also I'm

investing in
another dirt
bike for
competing
in enduros

men level,
rowed the

to a KLX250 enduro or an
RMX250. My maximum
amount to spend is about
£2,000 and I want a good reli-
able bike, what’s best in your
opinion?

A number of
aftermarket
pipes fit the

Clive Baillie
Grantham, Lincs

A good starting point is
i to go up one size on

{ both the main and pilot
i jets if you’re running
with the stock pipe, but
panied by decent photos
i on the main if you go

i for a performance pipe.
There are a few good

i pipes around, such as

i the Supertrapp at about
: £190+ or a Cobra ISDE
at about £170. Or how

i about this for a hot tip,
i get yourself a ‘HOT

i TIP’. These fit in the
standard pipe replacing
i the existing baffle and

i spark arrestor, improve
i the power, keep the
noise down and cost

i about £100. Details

{ from Taylor Racing on
01249 444193. As for
your enduro bike it

i really depends on

on at sports- :
. man or club- :
' If I was going racing I’d
and I've nar- |
i these two), but both
choice down

you’ll need to go bigger

whether you want a two
stroke or a four stroke.

take the RMX (out of

are fine
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THE DIRTY WEEKEND

Trail riding in the beautiful
Derbyshire Peak District, 12 new
Kawasaki KLR250s, Five Yamaha

DT125Rs supplied, Excellent bed &
breakfast accommodation, full
insurance cover, riding gear sup-
plied if required, Guides with 15
years trail riding experience, Parties
of up to 12 riders welcome.

All this for just £225
inclusive-
Tel 01246 864370
or 0831 543004

or write to

DERBYSHIRE DIRT BIKES LTD
HOLLIS FARM, HOLMEGATE ROAD,
CLAYCROSS NR ASHOVER, CHESTER-
FIELD, DERBYSHIRE S45 9BA

Renthal hardened steel front and light
alloy rear sprockets for most trail bikes
in standard and alternative tooth sizes.

JT and Chiaravalli steel sprockets
DID, Regina and EK chains.

Renthal handlebars, bar pads and grips
in various styles and colours. Phone
for price/dimensions list.

B&C

express

STATION RD POTTERHANWORTH
LINCOLN EN4 2DX
PHONE 01522 791369 FAX 794262

Eurotelc
P

SPORTMOTORCYCLES
96 KTMs in stock

MX - ENDURO - TRAIL
Demo Rides Available
KTM 4Stroke Specialists
Vast Stocks of Spares
1st Class Workshop Service
Mail Order Spares

[Dunlop, Acerbis, Scott, Arai, Shoei,| ®
[Technosel, Renthal, Alpinestars etc

CLOTHING

Official Importer
Gore-Tex jackets,
pants, shirts & gloves
A must for serious off
road riders
MX and Trial clothing
Helmets, Boots etc

Ripon Business Park, Unit 16 Camp Hill Close, Dallamires Lane, Ripon
North Yorkshire HG4 1QY

Access Tel: 01765 608209 Fax: 01765 608223

Visa
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World and International Enduro Champion Paul Edmondson

writes for TrailBike Magazine

Well as I sit here
waiting to leave for the
ISDE in Finland I thought
I would just keep you
informed about what I've
been up to this month.

First of all it was up
to Scotland for the next
round of the British
Enduro Championship.
Unlike most of the
rounds, this was a one
day event, and not hav-
ing ridden up there for
some ten years I was
really looking forward to
it. It was a pretty long day with most riders
having to complete four laps of a 40 mile
course. The going was mainly open moorland
with lots of heather and brush which hid a
number of huge rocks. Loads of riders suf-
fered from punctures, especially those not
using mousses. I managed a tidy ride, win-
ning the event and enjoyed a good day out.
This has now increased my lead in the British
Championship from 13 to 22 points, so
things are looking good at home.

After that [ spent some time practising
and testing for both the Suzuki G-Shock

motocross team, and my
own Gas Gas team.
Riding the Suzuki was
the first time for two
years that I had been on
a 125, and I enjoyed
every minute of it. After
riding the 250 the 125
felt as light and slow as a
push bike!

The next test was on
a 250 Gas Gas enduro (a
bike with which I'm
more familiar!) up at
Geraint Jones’ farm in
Wales. I spent a great
day out with Geraint’s son Rowan, and he
and I were both happy with the machine. I
must say that after racing all over the world,
Wales is still the best place to ride a motor-
bike, and following Rowan I never covered
the same piece of ground twice.

Anyway that about wraps it up for now,
I'd better hit the road now as I'm due at the
airport shortly. Keep
reading because by this
time next month I hope to
have brought back the
Enduro crown to Britain.

What’s On in "2 R R O F OFPOP"ORCO
September 10am Linburn Head Farm, ride for clubmen. One of the

1-8 Transdanubia Rally.
Competitive fun rally which
starts in Munich in Germany.
and progresses through»A'u ria
and Czechoslovakiato
of of back up and

14-20

89462
21-22
event. See all the
action, good spectatlng but
expect a tough ride if compet-
ing. Tough forest event. Starts

{smc :

Hamstreley Forest A68
Rally of Discovery.
Treasure hunt type rally aimed-
at big trailies which takes place 29
_in Ireland. Mainly road miles
but some off roading. Only
semi-competitive, and not too
tough, plus chance to revel in
glorious Irish scenery and hos-
pitality. Details on 00353 218

Natterjack Enduro.
British Champlonshxp eve

run on army trammg ground
good spectating and a good

easier events. Starts 9am
Weavers Down, Longmoor
Hants

. Hafren Rally.

Fun but competltlve rally
specifically aimed at trail bikes
and four stroke enduro bikes.
Either a leisurely ride around
Iookmg at the scenery or if

tarts 9am at Sweet
- Lamb, signposted off the A44
west of Llangurig. Details on
01597 840293
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If there’s a range of bikes
that seem to generate more
than their fair share of
interest from you the read-
ers, itis Yamaha’s TT range
- which is strange as they
were never officially
imported into this country.
The TTs of course, were
Yamaha’s equivalent of
Honda’s XRs, and like the
XRs, were designed as a
more capable off road
trail/enduro machine to
run alongside their dual
purpose trail bikes. Over
the years they came in var-
ious guises 350, 500, 600,
and the the latest version
of the 600s (some with
electric start) are still
available as current mod-
els in most of Europe as
well as Australia.

Back in the late
Eighties an enterprising
individual brought in a
batch of
Austrailian

re-routed
enduro ver-
sions which were instantly
snapped up by eager UK
punters and some of these
are still running around
today. Our particular test
bike however came into

The TT350

is the bike most

tned on@ ior sxze

FrdiBike

“14- Maghdine

SS

sold as out and out enduro

use. Visually

biggér‘% ves, slightly high-

er compression ratio and

the twin carbs have been

they 3 y similar, the

racers, our Italian import TT of course Sports a more
ghrt-orxentecl plastzc tank

TT350 uses a modified
XT lump, housed in a
more dirt oriented
chassis

rebulldable)

_re-jetted to suit the free-er
~ flowing air filter/exhaust

system. No power claims
were made for the retuned
motor but these mods




graphlcs to match the red chrome-moly

frame and help lend the TT a reasonably
‘butch’ apearance. I was pleased to see
that the bike came with folding tip leve

a beefy chain guide and plastic
guards as standard equipment al‘

the crankcases Iook_ed a bit v

and into a mcky left hander a handful of
throttle picked up the front wheel in order

_me to set seconci fastest spec al test time

of the day, so in a much more positive

f frame of mind I was eagerly looking for

motor aiways ’

_had the desxre eff ects in a trick
_ tion | could fall back on the lo

torque to lug me over the next obstacle.
Several medium size jumps were to
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TRAILSPORT

AVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVY

DR650 £2495
TT600 £POA
XT600 £1795
XT600 £1695
XT550 £1495
TT350 £1495
KX500 £895

KX500 £925

XLR250 BAJA £1950
XLR250 BAJA £1650
RM250 £895

SEROW 225 £1395
TS200R £1245
DT200R £1145
DT125 TENERE £1045
RX125 APRILIA £1395
RX125 APRILIA £1245
DTR125 £1395
KMX125 £950

CASAL 50 £1150
DERBI SENDA 50 £1850

Special Offer

XLR250 Bajas choice of 4 from £1600

MORE STOCK ARRIVING THIS
MONTH PHONE FOR DETAILS

SYWANTED %

YOUR TRAIL BIKE, GOOD PRICES
PAID FOR CLEAN EXAMPLES,
FINANCE SETTLED

53-54 LIVESTOCK MARKET, HALL ROAD,
NORWICH

TEL: 01603 504595

start with, no problem for the bike’s plush
suspension, however as the pace hotted
up and I began to get the hang of the TT,
these same jumps caused the suspension
to bottom out with a crunch. Though the
TT’s springing is leagues ahead of a stock
XT350’s, in comparison with something
more modern like a DR350, the elderly
Yam can feel a bit dated. Likewise the
motor doesn’t pick up and rev like a DR,
though there was plenty of torquey
midrange for the steepest climb on the
course. Hitting the bottom of the slope in
third gear the bike stormed up in fine
form and gave me a distinct advantage
over some of the other riders.

As the afternoon wore on, the TT’s
forgiving nature would time and again get
me out of trouble. At least it did until 30
minutes from the end when another rider
stopped dead in front of me at the top of
the steep climb. I had the throttle wide
open in second gear when he stalled and
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TT feels like a lighter, taller XT.
Good clean examples like this one
can be had for less than £1500

avoiding him I pointed the TT to one side
and looped out. With my right arm
grilling gently on the exhaust it didn’t
take long to find some hidden reserves of
strength and get out from under the two
wheeled barbecue.

With a few more laps in the can and
unsure of my official finish time I decided
to pull out and pay my old mates at the St
John’s Ambulance Brigade a visit to get
my singed arm strapped up. Oh well, an
early retirment but the bike would doubt-
less have carried on to give me a better
overall placing (20th as it happens).

Conclusion

So, despite it’s age, the Yamaha TT350
makes for an excellent trailbike and fun
enduro machine. Its gutsy motor and
competent suspension together with easy
starting and forgiving manners makes you
wonder why the bike was overlooked by
the official importers. And one point
which shouldn’t be forgotten is the TT’s
fuel economy; with the 10 litre tank full to
the brim the bike should be capable of
around 100 green lane miles between top
ups - good enough for most users.

We rate the TT as a cheap (1500 quid
should score you a tidy example), rugged
and competant trail bike. As the bike was
only imported in small numbers actually
getting hold of one may prove to be be
your biggest problem, though some like
this one are now finding their way into
the country as good, used examples.

Spares on the

other hand can be
obtained through
various sources as
it shares many
engine  compo-
nants with the XT.

Its suspension
and weight count against it for serious
enduro use these days, and it’s not as
quick as something like a DR, but then
again its much cheaper and you can’t
have everything can you. Having ridden
one again for the first time in a number of
years it’s not hard to see why TTs still
attracts more than their fair share of
interest.

THANKS:-

NOTE The TT350 featured is up
for grabs at Trailsport in Norwich.
Give Clive a call on 01603 504595
as he can import TTs (as well as
many other Italian spec bikes) for
VO
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On Tour: Cagiva Elefant
and Honda Africa Twin
tackle a deserted French
country road on their long
journey south to the Alps

he throttle’s pinned hard
against the stop, below me
the Africa Twin is roaring
away pumping out maximum horsepow-
er. To my left the Cagiva Elefant 900 is
slowly, but inexorably gaining a few inch-
es on me all the time. I screw the throttle

on even harder, but it’s no use, I know
when I'm beaten, I'm completely stuck....
[ relinquish any thoughts of powering out
of the snowdrift, switch off the engine
and start digging.

Okay, so perhaps the Africa twin and
Cagiva E900 weren’t exactly designed to
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tackle alpine snow
fields, but the life of
any big trailie is
always a varied one -
especially when we
have it on test. Up
until now, the 31st
running of the Stella
Alpina Rally had been
swift and relatively
painless, though I sus-
pected all that was
about to change as I
set about digging out
more than 200 kilos of
snow-bound mega-
trailie from half way
up the Colle
Sommeiller in the
Italian Alps.

Our choice of
bikes for the biggest
trail bike rally in
Europe made much
. more sense when the
= 800+ miles of tarmac
to Bardonecchia (the rally base) were
taken into consideration. We needed a
pair of trailies which could carry us and
our luggage at a reasonably high cruising
speed, remain comfortable after a full
day’s riding, yet still be capable of some
half serious off roading when we reached

The Stella Alpina Rally in Italy is
the largest gathering of trail bhikes
in Europe. Dave Cornish and
Simon Fenning took a Honda
Africa Twin and a Cagiva Elefant
along to see what it was all about

our destination.

Single cylinder machines (though
undoubtedly more trailable) were dis-
counted on the grounds of relatively low
cruising speeds; so the Honda Africa Twin
seemed like a wise choice of bike along-
side a (fresh from the crate) Cagiva E900.
We could have opted for the 750 Cagiva
but the fact is that the Honda retails at
the same price as the larger Elefant so
that was our first choice.

Loading up the two bikes before the
long haul south was made much easier
thanks to a Ventura soft luggage system
fitted to the Africa Twin, while the Elefant

Slush and snow only
__temporarily halt the
_intrepid TrailBike
" "Magazine team from -
making it to the top of
the Colle Sommeiller
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was subjected to various soft bags and a
host of bungies and cargo nets to hold it
all in place. By the time my travelling
companion and fellow Elefant owner
Simon Fenning had repacked his Rupert
Bear pyjamas for the umpteenth time we
were running several hours behind sched-
ule. Heading out into the darkness after
the luminescent splendour of the palatial

TBM office complex it was pleasing to find
both bikes came fitted with a powerful set
of headlamps even though the extra
weight of the luggage we’d fitted meant
that the beams were now illuminating the
tops of hedges.

Onto the M25 and needless to say we
were soon caught up in roadworks (it
always infuriates me that the slowest part
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of any European touring trip is the bit rid-
den in the UK), a check on the digital
clocks worn by both bikes (but only func-
tioning on the Honda) revealed we should
make our rendez-vous with the chunnel
at about midnight.

On the long and boring M20 motor-
way [ was soon appreciating the latest
Cagiva’s lower, broader and much more

comfortable seat, which combined with an
aftermarket (taller) screen fitted to our
particular test bike helped improve the
riding position no end. In fact the only
reasons for keeping cruising speeds down
to around 85-90mph was because the
Honda initially felt stressed above this
sort of speed, plus the fact that the Elefant
with only 400kms showing on the trip still
felt a bit tight and unwilling to rev freely.

We just missed a train on arrival at ‘Le
Shuttle’ so loaded up with duty free pro-
visions and sat down to a strong black cof-

Early Cagiva Elefant one of numerous trail
bikes used to make the annual pilgrimmage
to the Stella Alpina Rally

fee. Before long it was time to board the
train through the large side doors, the
helpful staff instructed us to ride into a
weird looking mobile wheel clamp device.
To my amazement once the front wheel of
the bike had made contact with the clamp
the whole mechanism cantilevered over
centre and secured the bike in an upright
position, simple but effective.
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Just to be on the safe side I left the
side stand down and a little over a half an
hour later we disembarked onto French
soil. Within a few minutes we were on the
Autoroute bound for Paris, no customs,
no passport checks just straight onto the
main road totally hassle free. We soon
settled down to a steady 90mph - the
tacho on the Cagiva reading less than
6000rpm in top gear (6th) - and started
to chalk up some miles.

While very little in the way of vibra-

HUGE DISCOUNTS
on top quality chains and sprockets
for all makes and models, ready for
immediate despatch
Typical prices (inc VAT & P&P)
depending on model:
428 Chain & Sprocket kits £27-36
520 Chain & Sprocket kits £32-46
All kits supplied with either long last-
ing steel or aluminium rear sprocket
and HD chain

Renthal braced bars £22-24
Alloy rear sprockets £14-18
Sintered brake pads from £14
520 ‘O’Ring chains £42-55
Plus loads more spares
All new TMs, Husabergs & RTXs now in stock.
Breaking various MX bikes for spares

L, 01425 474800

UNIT 10, HIGHTOWN IND EST
RINGWOOD HANTS BH24 1NZ
ACCESS & VISA

tion makes its way through to the rider on
the Ele thanks to that 90-degree engine,
the Honda rider on the other hand - as
Simon was finding out - is subjected to
enormous amounts of vibration. In fact at
high speeds the 52-degree vee twin Honda
motor generated so much in the way of
vibes that the fuel tank ‘buzzed’ and was
uncomfortable to touch with your knees.
The first of many fuel stops reminded
us of the extortionate cost of European
‘sans plomb’, 85p a litre! Jeez, I was glad to
be on the 900 which burnt two litres less
per refill than the harder working Honda.
clearly this would make a small but notice-
able difference to the overall cost of a trip.
A quick calculation showed that the
Italian bike was averaging an impressive
52mpg while the smaller capacity Honda
could only muster 47mpg. Still, both bikes
come with a useful range of well over 200
miles thanks to large capacity tanks, 24
litres in the plastic Cagiva reservoir and
just a litre less in the AT’s steel tank, since
much of the space is occupied by airbox.
Having coughed up nearly a fiver for
the privilege of leaving the Autoroute, we
found ourselves in St Quentin (twinned
with my birthplace, Rotherham, no less),
and the beginning of the Routes
Nationales we we would follow. By now it
was Sam and belting along towards Reims
in the early morning mist the two big
trailies were covering ground at a
respectable pace. Stopping only for fuel
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and a caffeine fix we passed through
Neufchateau into the beautiful Jura
region which skirts the German border. As
the sun rose higher in the clear morning
sky the temperature increased with every
mile, and the road which follows the
course of the River Marne changed from a

There’s no facilities at the
campsite but at least it’s free!

S

pleasant country lane to a scratchers
delight with mile upon mile of gently carv-
ing bends surfaced with a smooth and
grippy tarmac

Despite the luggage we were carrying,
both bikes could be hustled along at an
amazing speed. The Africa Twin held the
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advantage
on the brakes but the
big 900 Desmo-Ducati powered Cagiva
was loosening up nicely with every mile
covered and was improving all the time.
Picking up from 3000rpm the Elefant
would rocket away from corners, easily
overhauling the heavier Honda thanks to
its creamy smooth torque and extra
capacity. Overtaking the occasional 38-
ton articulated lorry again showed the
900’s advantage; whereas the Honda
always required a down-change to make a
safe pass, the Cagiva could be left in top
and simply grunted passed anything in
the way.
But the Cagiva didn’t have it all its
own way; despite a noticeable power
deficit and the AT’s more dirt oriented

(]

Don’t be fooled by its
looks. Elefant is a stylish
and capable tourer with
genuine off-road ability

217 front wheel,
the Honda handled far
more predictably than the
Pirelli-equipped (19” front) Cagiva.
The Honda’s Bridgestones inspired seem-
ingly impossible angles of lean and the
front could be pushed hard into downhill
hairpins without fear of letting go.
Conversely the Italian bike’s front end felt
never gave the levels of feedback enjoyed
by the Honda rider, and the rear felt even
worse; in spite of the temperatures and
high speeds it plainly refused to heat up
and grip like the Honda’s sticky
Bridgestones.

Entering the ancient walled town of
Besancon we encountered some serious
traffic congestion. Here the Cagiva’s heavy
controls and dry clutch were no match for
the Honda’s super-smooth controls and
the amount of heat being generated by
the Elefant’s searingly hot catalytic con-
verter was enough to cause concern about
luggage meltdown. At least the carbure-
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tion on both bikes

seemed unaffected by

the heat though we

were glad to clear the

hold up and get back

out on the open road.

By the time we

. reached Camponile in

Chambery we’d been riding

more or less continuously for 20

hours. In the distance the Alps were clear-

ly visible and our destination was now less

than an hour away. After a welcome show-

er we retired to the local rip off bar (three

quid for a 25cl bottle of Euro fizz) and

took the chance to reflect on the previous

750 miles of mainly high speed riding.

Both bikes were proving themselves to be

capable mile munchers; the Cagiva in par-

ticular with it’s grunty motor, frugal

appetite for unleaded (55 mpg at one

check) and comfortable seat had certainly
impressed me.

Simon on the other hand, was begin-

The Elefant may be

20kg lighter than 8
the Africa Twin, but 4 &

it still feels heavy

when you have to

push it
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ning to prefer the easier handling Honda
and despite lugging around an extra
18kgs over the Cagiva’s claimed dry
weight it was also proving to be a pretty
good allrounder. The Africa Twin in usual
Honda style is still a better finished and
polished product than most bikes
although some of the welding on the
frame left a bit to be desired. On the
other hand, quality control at the Cagiva
plant in Varesi has improved in leaps and
bounds over the last couple of years and
this shows up best in the E900’s lustrous
metallic blue paint which puts the finish
on my own 1992 900ie to shame.
Comparing the earlier 900ie to the
latest version does however show some
signs of cost cutting on the new bike, for
instance a brace of Mikuni carbs have
replaced the fuel injection, the expensive
Ohlins rear shock has been ditched in
favour of a cheaper (and harsher) Boge
unit and items such as the older bikes
span adjustable levers are also missing




while the nice alloy bars have been
replaced by cheaper steel items.

Some improvements however have
been made, such as the new ‘USD’ forks
and twin Brembo front discs, and though
the brakes lack a certain amount of feel,
at least they refused to fade on the
extreme alpine descents unlike with the
old single braked bikes.

The next day after a well deserved lay
in I struggled with a myriad of bungeys
whilst Simon simply clipped his Ventura
gear onto the Honda. Fifteen minutes
later and we found ourselves on the main
route to Turin. High speed sweeping
bends had the bikes heeled right over -
the Cagiva’s extra grunt paying dividends
as we began the climb through the Alps to
the 13km long Frejus tunnel.

Once past a pretty grubby industrial
area on the valley floor the road opened
out again, climbing higher and higher the
views were becoming more breathtaking
by the mile. I noticed that Simon was hav-
ing to rev the AT and shift down even
more than usual, clearly the altitude was
taking the edge off the smaller bike’s per-
formance.

After 13km of traffic and fumes it was
a relief to emerge from the darkness of
the tunnel and into Italy, though 16 quid
for a return ticket was a bit of a blow.
Bardonecchia itself is only a few kilome-
tres into Italy and following a confusing
diversion we arrived at our destination
with plenty of time in hand before the
start of the 96 Stella Rally.

This small alpine ski resort was crawl-
ing with bikes from all over Europe. Bars
were full, the whole town was buzzing
with bikes and riders, serious looking
enduro machines stood next to all manner
of road and trail bikes, and wherever you
looked there were wall to wall dirt bikes.
The next problem was to find out where

()
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First impressions can be deceptive. In the
beginning the Elefant felt much tauter, firmer
and more responsive. I felt more inclined to
explore its limits straight away than with the
flabbier Africa twin, but as the miles began to
clock up over all sorts of terrain from
Autoroutes to goat tracks a rather different
picture began to emerge.

The Elefant is irritatingly unrefined; the
clutch and throttle are both heavy and take
up late and early respectively, which can
make low speed manoeuvres tricky. The
motor also has the light flywheel feel of a typ-
ical straight four, despite it being a V-twin
which results in a snatchy sort of progress up
and down through the gears in all situations
other than full-bore, press-on mode. The stan-
dard screen is useless for anybody taller than
the average Italian, the front brakes lack feel,
the Elefant’s clock didn’t work and the warn-
ing lights were invisible in daylight. Even the
standard-fitment Metzelers were less grippy
and wore faster than the excellent
Bridgestones fitted to the Africa Twin.

In contrast the Honda displayed little of
the Cagiva’s so-called ‘character’. True, it has
a heavier, more flexible frame, a motor that
vibrates at motorway speeds and is thirstier
and significantly less torquey than the
Elefant, but it feels much more complete than
the quirky Italian, pointing towards a bigger
spend on R&D by the Japanese manufacturer.
For me it was simply the better tool for the

job. Simon Fenning

the organisers had set up camp, sort out
the entry forms and plan our attack on
for the following morning’s blast up the
Colle Sommeiller.

Despite the number of entrants the
only advice we could get was to hang
around the train station
on Sunday morning and
follow everyone else.
Not exactly what I had in
mind for supposedly the
largest bike rally in

Europe but what the hell. As the saying
goes, when in Rome....

The next morning we were rudely
awakened by a bunch of Germans in a
hurry to get their BM’s up the mountain
and spread out their towels first for the
prime spectator viewpoint. After a
leisurely breakfast I fumbled around for
the Cagiva’s awkwardly positioned choke
and set off to sign on at the rally organi-
sation HQ.

We knew that the rally was a non
competitive event and this would simply
mean riding up the Colle Sommeiller col-
lecting a rally badge and ‘T’ shirt at the
summit and basically just having a pleas-
ant ride in the mountains. The charming
Italian lady in the Tourist office (aka
rally HQ) handed over the official rally
info pack which contained nothing but
tourist maps, hotel listings and a ski
guide, and seeing as she spoke no
English (and we spoke little Italian) the

IN PEA
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Honda Africa Twin [ ( Cagva Elefant

only help she could give us was to point us
in the rough direction of the rally route.

The most difficult part about the first
section of the route was overtaking dozens
of overloaded Fiats making their way up
the badly surfaced twisty mountain road.
Even when the tarmac ended we seemed to
be passing more family hatchbacks than
bikes. As the track continued to climb
another hazard confronted us - traffic com-
ing back down the mountain towards us. I
thought I'd seen everything when a brand
new Suzuki GSX-R750 wobbled around the
corner on the dirt. Then without warning,
an out of control German on an elderly
Honda 550 Four came straight towards the
front of the Cagiva. In a desperate attempt
to avoid an expensive disaster my left leg
took the full weight of the bike (at around
45 mph) - ouch!

Although the Cagiva was having little
trouble coping with the dry rocky trail the
19” front wheel would occasionally kick

S




out when hitting rocks. This made off
road progress hard work, so I did what
any self-respecting journo would do and
cunningly suggested to Simon it was time
for a change around. This was more like it,
the 750 tracked much better on the rough
stuff despite its extra weight, and I was
glad to be on the big Honda when pushing
on past the half way point the trail
became steeper and steeper. Hairpin after
hairpin followed until we reached the first
snow drift. Taking it steady I eased the big
Honda through the single line cut into the
snow and tried to ignore the large drop
off to my left hand side.

Feeling fairly pleased with our
progress we blasted up some easier tracks
until we came to the huge snow field,
(where our story began). This almost
proved to be our collective undoing.
Sweating, cursing digging and lifting
drained us of vital energy and if we had-
n’t been recognised by some cheerful TBM
readers from up north (thanks lads) we
would have probably given up the
unequal struggle and turned back. But
with TBM honour at stake (yet again) we
summoned up our reserves and finally
made it to the top.

Disappointed? I should say so. No
rally organisers, no welcoming committee,
no scantily clad dancing girls waiting to
place garlands of freshly picked edelweiss
around our necks, not even a bloody caff.
Just an abandoned mountain refuge and a
frozen lake. It was only later that evening
we discovered that the final rally check
had been less than two thirds of the way
up the mountain, and in our haste to get
to the top we’d simply blasted straight
past. No wonder we saw only lightweight
dirt bikes beyond that point, most riders
had signed on at the check, picked up
their coveted Stella badge and ‘T’ shirt
and.disappeared back down the mountain

for a spot of early
lunch. Meantime we
had nothing to show
for it but our pride at
making it to the very
top - still at least we’ll
know for next year.

Heading north towards home,
once again we avoided the main
Autoroutes. Crossing back into France the
road took us through the heart of the pic-
turesque Savoie region which is fighting
for more independence from the Paris-
based national government. As the miles
rolled on the amazing scenery slowly
changed. Huge fields full of bright yellow
sunflowers began to appear bordering
both sides of the twisting tarmac and
drenching the surrounding countryside in
a deep golden hue.

After spending the night under can-
vas [ was a little disappointed to be almost
at journeys end. Both bikes had per-
formed faultlessly on the high speed
scratch down to Italy and back. Cruising
at between 90-100 mph on the way back
(our speed had increased as the journey
went on) both bikes can cover 200 miles
before needing to stop for fuel and the
Cagiva in particular is comfortable for
long stretches in the saddle. Not only that
but I doubt if many other machines could
have been as much fun both on and off
road as these two big trailies.

Unlike another publication which
recently gunned a trio of big trailies down
the Autoroutes on a European trip and
then promptly slagged them off for being
too slow, uncomfortable and heavy, we
deliberately stuck to the real roads (ie N
roads) and had a great time in the
process. And once at our destination, both
machines coped well with the climb up to
the Colle, something I suspect, a FireGrate
owner could only dream about.
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This is the whole point about big trail-
bikes, yes, some bikes might be faster
from A to B but if you stop riding when
the tarmac runs out you‘re missing out
not only on some of the very best views,
but more importantly on big fun.
Conclusion

Riding both bikes back to back, on
and off the road had totally reversed my
previously held opinions; I had imagined
the Cagiva would be the better dirt bike
and the AT the ace tourer, but in fact
quite the reverse was true. If you haven’t
already sussed it yet, the Elefant gets my
vote over the Africa Twin thanks mainly
to its nicer engine. Flawed it may be (like
most Italian bikes), but where it counts
the Elefant is still streets ahead. It’s all
down to that Ducati motor, I defy anyone
not to be impressed after sampling the
sheer grunt of the 904cc lump. Fully
loaded up it can propel bike and passen-
ger at improbable speeds over all sorts of
terrain. The Africa Twin on the other
hand feels strained (and uncomfortably
vibey) at anything over 75mph, and its
extra bulk seems unnecessary. But that
said, if 75mph is as fast as you’ll ever
need to go then the Honda offers the
adventurous off roader more in the way
of go-anywhere ability than the Cagiva,
and a slightly superior handling package
to boot. The choice of course is up to you,
the Stella Alpina Rally is in our opinion
the best way to find out if you have made
the right choice.

Cagiva E900

Price (new): £6990 + otr
Eng: Air cooled, belt driven,
desmodromic 90-deg, V-twin
Displacement: 92x68 904cc
Carburettor: Two 38mm
Transmission: 6-speed
Frame: Steel & alloy cradle
Forks: Showa USD 45mm
Shock: Boge

Brakes (f): Two 270mm disc
Brakes (r): One 240mm disc
Wheelbase: 1555mm

Seat ht: 835mm

G/clear: 210mm

Fuel cap: 24L

Weight: 185kg, 4081b
Warranty: 24 months plus
12 months RAC cover
Importer: Three Cro
01202 823344

Price (new)
Eng: Liguid co
V-twin
Displacement: 81x72 742cc
Carburettor: Dual 36mm
Transmission: S—sp
Frame: semi doubie
Forks: 43 mm
Shock: Pro-Link
Brakes (f): Two 270mm dxsc

Importer Ho
0181 747 1400
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This year a young
Australian by the
name of Shane
Watts has made
his mark on the
"world enduro
scene, and not just
because of his
riding. Geoff Meyer
charts the rise and
rise of a future
world champion

Y

i a mname

The heavy rain is pelting down on the riders at the
third round of the World Two Day Enduro
Championships in the south of France. Australian
enduro champion Shane Watts (KTM) is doing his best
to control the situation; you see the Aussie boy is not
the best wet weather rider in the world, but still his
balls-out approach has captured the attention of the
normally partisan French crowd who shout encourage-
ment at him. The rain turns to hail and while the likes
of three times world champion Giovanni Sala (KTM),
along with three times world champion Paul
Edmondson (Gas Gas), and five times Dakar winner
Stephane Peterhansel (Yamaha) don waterproof cloth-
ing, the Aussie rider-presses on in the terrible condi-
tions dressed in just a motocross shirt and trousers.
‘Those guys couldn’t believe I was riding with just a jer-
sey on’ says Watts afterwards, ‘they were all wearing
thick wet weather gear... what a bunch of pussies.’

Shane Watts’ attitude towards his rivals is not sur-
prising; the rider who
hails from Victoria in
South  Australia is
known not only for his
courage and determina-
tion but also for his out-
spoken attitude. During
his past two years riding
in Europe he has made
the progression from
young gun to top gun
with a succession of top
five finishes at the very
highest level.

Watts’  European
vacation started with a
couple of World
Championship rounds
back in 1994; despite some rather average results he
gained the all important desire to return to the world
stage the following year. ‘It cost me a lot of money’ he
says ‘but I wouldn’t change a thing. I need to race the
best to be the best, and I'm finally getting to where I
feel I can win the World Championship.’

Based in Bergamo in the north of Italy at the
famous enduro team of Farioli KTM, Watts has made a
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Shane Watts:

the dollars’

Prodigious talent, Shane
Watts is shaping up to
be a future world cham-
pion - if he can just let
his riding do the talking

TrailBike -33- Magazine




Before Watts can claim his
world title there’s the small
matter of defending champion
Giovanni Sala (pictured) to

contend with..... not to men-

tion our own Paul Edmondson

number of friends in the little town, but most importantly has
found the respect of his fellow Farioli team mates. ‘All I really get
from Farioli is a mattress on the floor and a sleeping bag’ says
Watts wistfully ‘but he organises my transport to practice events
as well as the rounds of the d Championship, and it would
be impossible for me higgs without his help.’

Not surprisingly finish top three, Watts
has found himself on ¢ list of several European
teams for 1997, though he’s his current sponsors,
KTM: 1 feel from the g ven KTM I don’t owe
them anything. If a b ong I'll be wearing dif-
ferent colours and riding ano brand’ he says frankly. ‘It’s a
commercial world and I'm basically in this for the dollars’,
adding ‘I will give KTM the first option [for 97] but if they don’t
come up with an acceptable deal then it’s open season.’

Despite his obvious financial ambitions, Watts is aiming to
prove he’s the best rider in the world by deposing the current
king of the 250s - Giovanni Sala - who’s held the title for the past
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two years and before that the 500cc title. ‘Giovanni is a
legend, he’s a nice guy and treats everyone with respect,
but next year is his last year and [ want to beat him. At the
end of 1995 I swore I would come back to Europe and
break him... [ haven’t succeeded in doing that, but I have
put some serious cracks in his armour, and I aim to finish
the job off in 1997.

Though Sala is hardly running scared of the preco-
cious Aussie, he told Trail Bike that he felt Watts had a
great future: ‘Shane is a nice guy, he has a lot of talent but
he sometimes seems to go very bad[ly]. If he can get bet-
ter, and it looks like he will, then I will have to watch out
for him next year... I give him the respect he has earned.’

The long period in Europe does have its difficult
moments for Watts, he confesses he misses his homeland,
but finds solace in the thought of achieving his ambition
to become world champion: ‘I often think why am I doing
this? I have friends in Italy, but
the language is a problem, I'm
learning Italian now and that will T
make it better, but still I miss
hanging out with my friends back
home, going camping, doing
crazy things, but when it comes
down to it, if I had to stay here
for five years straight I'd do it.

The real Aussie is always evi-
dent in Watts, his riding gear carries the
green and gold colours of Australia, his
helmet’s painted with the boxing kanga-
roo, and he’s proud of his homeland:
‘Australia is the best country in the
world’ he states emphatically, and like fellow bike-racing coun-
trymen, Doohan and Gobert, his approach has always been give
it 100 percent or go home.

The 1996 season has been a good one for Watts. It started
with a brilliant result in the first round of the championship in
Portugal where he scored an impressive third: ‘I love that place’
he beams ‘it’s loaded with gum trees and the conditions are very
much like those back home. I've finished well there for the last
two years.” Round two in Spain was to be even better for the
cocky Aussie who went on to blitz the opposition winning the sec-

ond day outright: ‘I was really worried after last year (when he
finished off the pace), I didn’t want to go the same way again.
Luckily for me it all fell into place and I kicked some ass.’
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Sala on
Watts: ‘He
has a lot of
talent... I
will have
to watch
out for him
next year’
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By now the Aussie was well and truly on his way, the

European press were on to him like he was already a legend,

By now though the Italian press were more reluctant to acknowledge his
i achievements. ‘He looks good, but he will not beat Giovanni

S hane [Sala] again this year, wrote one Italian press agent. What most

! people that were in attendance that day didn’t realise was that
Watts was the bike Watts was racing was a stock KTM, fresh out of the crate
turnin g just a week before: ‘I was a little surprised myself’ says Watts, ‘we

- whipped her outa’ the box, did a few slow laps on a practise track

heads then gave her hell.” Try telling the Italian press that their boy

QUiC ker Sala riding a full factory-backed machine had just been flogged

by a precocious Aussie on a stock bike and they just wouldn’t
than a Dbelieve you. )

By now Shane Watts was turning heads quicker than a
Pen thOUS@ Penthouse Pet at a nudist beach. As Watts himself confirmed: Mr
Pet at a Farioli gave me the thumbs up, and for an old guy like him that’s
the same as jumping up and down and screaming. He’s not the
nudist mostemotional of blokes.” While Watts’ luck was to change when
he encountered the mud in France, he was happy with a top ten
finish giving him enough points to hold onto third place in the

championship standings going into the Italian round.

Italy saw another good result for the consistent Aussie, a
sixth and a fourth kept him in the title hunt and he backed it up
a few weeks later with a second and a fifth in Slovakia to confirm
his position as third placed rider in the World Championship
behind Paul Edmondson and defending champion Giovanni Sala,
with just one round to go.

Unluckily for Watts, a chance ride in the British
Championship enduro at Rhayader in July ended in a rare DNF
after a collision in the forest. ‘I was doing okay until I hit a tree
and it busted my finger’ Watts told TrailBike, ‘so I'm taking a few
weeks off to recover before the ISDE.
Whilst in the UK Watts made the most
of his short stay by shopping for sup-
port for the 97 season and may yet be
back to take part in further rounds of
the British Championship.
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speed killer hits. Soft enough

to absorb the odd rambler.
the low-end torque boost you

super tough yet lightweight
never dreamed possible.
More grunt for tight trails and
the power to pull taller gear-
ing. 17. Factory Pipes: Ultra
low-end stump-pulling hand
made enduro pipe with top

carbon fibre. Also carbon
guards. 15. 100w/12V gen-

Enduro rear fender extension
with stop & tail light. 10.

| Super quiet repackable alloy
silencers, less noise equals
more friends, sneak up on
sturdy aluminium. 1 4. Bash
Plates manufactured from
fibre fork protectors and pipe
erator assemblies give
enough power to illuminate
the darkest forest and trails.
Easy to install. 16. Pro-
Racing Porting, will give you
end over-rev for fire roads

your buddies. 11. Pro-
1 2. Hydraulic Brake Light

8. Fdrce 10 Filters for
extended enduro use. 9.
Valved rear shock gives
plush action on square
edged bumps and high
Switch. 1 3. Bolt on side-
stand manufactured from
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- Pro Racings

Pro Racing: 15 Gresley Close, Drayton Fields, Daventry, Northants. 01327 301322
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The KTM
LC2 is the
first of a
new breed
of 15hp
learner
bikes.
Paul
Blezard
tried one
for size

It’s just what every learner wants. At first
glance, anyone could be forgiven for mis-
taking KTM’s new 125LC2 for a 250 or big-
ger since it’s deliberately been styled to
look like the larger machines in the
Austrian manufacturer’s range. All KTM
trail bikes share a competition heritage
which make them look and feel like
enduro bikes that have been modified for
the road, rather than designed from the
start as road bikes clothed in a set of off
road togs.

For all its ‘grown up’ looks, the LC2 is
restricted to comply with the (recently
postponed) new learner legislation due to
come into force next January. This means
that instead of the paltry (9Kw) 12bhp of
old, the new models are permitted a
whopping great 11Kw (15bhp) instead -
though before you get too excited, the new
limit is supposed to be measured at the
crank rather than at the gearbox as
before. In fact the KTM’s motor is visually
much the same unit as that fitted to
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Yamaha’s good-looking TDR125,
although it’s apparently built
under licence by Minarelli in Italy
and disguised with the Austrian
manufacturer’s logo on its
crankcases. The new law has meant
that KTM have been able to give
the LC2 not just more power, but
more torque as well (14ft/lbs), and
I suspect (though I can’t confirm)

that were you to take it to a dyno

you would find that it comfortably

out performed all the current crop
of 12hp machines in the vital mea-

surement of torque output.

The LC2 retains its big bike
feel when you swing a leg over the
tall and rather narrow saddle. It’s
not as high and rock-solid as the
LC4 four strokes, but at 33.5 inch-
es it’s certainly no lowrider either.
Once aboard, the instruments are
simple and straightforward, with
just a rectangular mph speedo, oil
level warning light and ignition
switch to distract your view of the
road ahead and the tall mirrors
provide an excellent view of what’s
behind.

Starting couldn’t be simpler;
turn the choke lever on the left
handlebar, thumb the starter and
the Austrian lightweight burbles
into life. Yep, that’s right, the LC2
comes complete with an electric
start which as well as setting it
apart from some of its more agri-
cultural opposition, should go
some of the way towards justifying
its ‘three and a bit’ grand price tag.

I've ridden all manner of
restricted 12hp bikes in the past
and to be honest [ wasn’t expecting
the little KTM to feel all that dif-
ferent, but in fact I was pleasantly

surprised. The motor pulls with a
nice torquey feel and quite a loud
induction roar and the feeling of
‘oomph’ lasts right up to about
60mph when the acceleration lev-
els off. It finally tops out at a little
over 70mph which it can maintain
with ease even when riding into a
strong headwind.

My girlfriend wasn’t overly
impressed by the narrow seat, but
at least the useful little rear rack

_ has built-in handles to hang on to

and she appreciated the compliant
ride offered by the rear suspen-
sion. In true enduro style the seat
goes right up over the back of the
plastic tank and on the tarmac the

plush suspension soaked up the

capital’s pot-holed roads a treat -
even when two up. And talking of
two-up, I was really impressed by
the KTM’s performance which

 seemed barely affected by the

addition of an extra eight and a
half stone. With two adults on
board it still zipped up to an indi-
cated 70mph and the disc brakes
front and rear were well up to
stopping the extra load.

Less impressive was the way
the sidestand bent completely out
of shape when I stood up on the
footrests with the stand down. I

~ was obliged to spend the rest of

the test leaning the KTM against

L convenient walls, fences and lamp-

posts. The importers have con-
firmed they are well aware of the
stand’s shortcomings and say that
it will either be modified or
dropped completely in favour or a
centre stand for next year’s model.

Other gripes included an oil-
warning light which appeared to
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be on all the time, even when the
tank was Apparently it’s
te the

ough enough to test the mettle
em were as dry as a bone, but
&1 very badly cut up by 4WDs and
e trees which still held surprisingly
Ib KTM took it all in its stride,

nt but the rear shock was real-
otrests make a stable platform

trail it was pretty dark but the
mpressively both on the rough
stuff ancg ¢ ) back to Barnes at a steady 70-
75mph. gé ki e’s off-road performance there
was no doubt \ ‘ ; that even in restricted form the KTM
: d. relatively easy enduro course such
gi full-blown 26bhp form I reckon

By the
‘ headlighg Pg

bike bucks aroumn:
tested a completely

ably’. I figured they must have
ferent machine to the one I had just taken
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off road, but the importers
assured me that it was in fact
the self-same bike which
came back from the ‘World’s
Greatest Motorcycle
Newspaper’ with no sign
whatsoever of having been
taken off tarmac! All I can
say is that despite trying I
could find no evidence of
‘uncontrollable bucking’ when ridden
hard, on or off the road.

All in all then the new KTM 125LC2
makes an eye-catching and excellent all-
round trail bike for any learner tall
enough to get their leg over it without
splitting their jeans. It would also be well
worth hanging on to after passing your
test because with a bit of fine-tuning the
chassis and suspension are well up to sup-
porting the full-power of a de-restricted
motor both on and off the road.

Minimal instrumentation, plastic tank
and high seat betray the KTM’s enduro
heritage. Electric starter is one of the
. few concessions to luxury |

KTM 125LC2
Price: £3515 otr
Engine: Liquid cooled, 2-stroke
single, with balancer & e/start
Bore & Stroke: 56x50.7mm
Capacity: 124.76cc
Frame: Steel double cradle
Transmission: 6-speed
Fuel Capacity: 10 litres
Wheelbase: 1450mm
Seat Height: 860mm
Ground clearance: 320mm
Dry Weight: 121kg
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OVER T

Off road life begins at 40 -
or at least it did for Mike
Stevens who decided it’s
never too late to take up
enduros

or as long as I can remember I'd

always been a lover of motorcycle

sport. I was weaned as a lad on the

Grandstand TV Scrambles and
every Good Friday my dad would take me
to watch the Hants Grand National at
Matchams, where I could actually see all
those great names from the TV, Dave
Bickers, Jeff Smith, Vic Eastwood et al, and
then later still it became the Hants Grand
International and added to that list of
super heroes I saw people like Joel Robert,
Silvain Geboers, Bill Nilsson... to a school-
boy they were veritable Gods!

Schoolboy scrambling was still a
long way off at that time so my off
road experience was limited to riding
my mate Alan’s NSU Quickly (actually
more like an NSU Slowly) around his
back garden, which was great until
one day the throttle stuck wide open
with the pair of us aboard and we
demolished the cabbage patch. He got
an ACU ban (Alan Confined Upstairs)
and [ got an earbashing from his
mum.

]
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Time rolled on, I hit my teens and

with it came all the usual things that hap-
pen to teenagers, such as acne, girls, O-lev-
els and finding a job. Then at 18 came my
first bike, a road going 200cc Ducati which
I rode to that year’s TT and which blew a
big end the day before I was due to come
home. [ pushed it to the ferry, put it on the
train at Liverpool and pushed it home five
miles at the other end. That was the end of
my love affair with bikes, or so I thought.

Twenty two years elapsed and my fas-
cination with off-road sport was limited to
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the occasional purchase of TMX,
usually upon catching a head-
line ‘Nicol wins GP’ or ‘Eastwood
wins at Canada Heights’. Great I
thought, old Dave and Vic are still
winning and they’re older than me,
until I read the reports to find that it
was their sons who were winning!

It was whilst scanning
through a copy of TMX that

s I read about a chap in
(& Scotland, Tan Bell who was
competing in Enduros aged

65. Hang on a minute I
thought, he’s that age
and having fun, 'm
40, "Perbaps 1

w ' W could try this?

A closer
scrutiny of the
pages revealed
that Geraint

e Jones, multi

British Champion
was still riding, and winning at 40. I also
noted that most Enduro results carried an
over 40s award. That was it, I didn’t like
the idea of getting blown off by 20 year
old veterans at Motocross (whatever hap-
pened to Scrambles?) but here was a way
I could ride a motorcycle cross country
and experience the joy of off-road biking.

I’'d never actually seen an enduro let
alone ridden in one, but had a vague idea
of what they were about, and after scan-
ning the columns in TMX I found a bike -
an Air-cooled KDX200 - which I bought

from a chap stationed nearby at the local
REME. I persuaded a local quarry manag-
er by way of the promise of liquid suste-
nance to let me practice there, and spent
as much time as possible training for my
new found sport. I actually practised at
Matchams Park, covering the same hal-
lowed ground as those heroes of my boy-
hood. The family holiday that year was in
North Wales and corresponded with the
Annual Tour of Wales Enduro. If I needed
confirmation that I had picked a worth-
while hobby, this was it. Set amongst stun-
ning mountain scenery and lush forests,
watching as a spectator I vowed I'd one
day come back there to compete.

All set then, I had the bike, most of
the riding gear I'd need, the rest was pur-
chased at that year’s Dirt Bike Show, I was
ready to ride in my first event. I remem-
ber receiving my first set of regs I'd
entered Exercise Southern Cross at
Weavers Down, run by the Red Lion
Racers. I'd actually done it, I was going to
be a competitor.

The great day arrived, I awoke to
bright sunshine and clear skies and was
one of the first to arrive and sign on at
Weavers. I remember the feelings of
excitement and trepidation as I sat on the
start line that day. [ must have looked like
the archetypal novice, resplendent as I
was in sparkling new Kkit, but no one
seemed to notice. In fact the other riders
seemed very friendly. I'd already had a
morale boosting experience earlier when
former 250cc British Champion Alan Bates
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hard work. A further
two hours of purgato-
ry ensued, tem-
pered by the odd

fleeting moment

<72\
o Lz of sheer bliss, har-

2 *ing along in top,

-~

= ?LUWEQ trundling up a
P

forest path, or
- dropping into a
deep muddy rut,
legs akimbo and
’:Q { ' reaching dry land on
5 \.?,;' the far side with bike

: A3 and body intact. I learned
é\/&—/*-’:e' also that deals can be struck

bid me good morning as we headed for
the Portaloo from opposite directions. He
nodded, acknowledging me for what I was,
a fellow rider.

At this point it would be great to
recount how at my first event I gained
major honours in the Sportsman
Class, bursting on the Enduro scene
as force majeur. This however was not
the case. Twenty minutes into the
event, after several offs I went chest
first into a bank - I was later to learn
that I'd cracked two ribs despite my
chest protector. Adrenaline however
is a great pain Kkiller!

In short, what I encountered was
totally unexpected, and my respect
for other riders increased twenty-fold
and this I know; Enduros are bloody

L

Reader’s Rides

MG in the oddest of places. Stuck in

a bog axle deep, I was joined by an
XR250 rider who also stalled. A glimpse at
each other, a brief nod, ‘Yours first’ is all
he said. So we dug out the KDX, left it on
terra firma and came back for his XR. Soon
after that, I fried the clutch on a long
sandy hill and had the ignominy of being
towed back to the pits by a marshal on a
trials bike. My event was over.

Despite the disappointment, despite
the pain, I knew I was hooked on this won-
derful sport. I'd made the transition from
onlooker to rider. True, I hadn’t set the
world alight, but I'd had great fun trying.

I didn’t ride again that year. By the
time the ribs had healed it was the end of
the season. Christmas came and went,
friends and family accepted that this was
all down to middle-aged crisis. That was
until I went and bought another nearly
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R THE HILLS

new KDX. Gleaming it was, with 150 miles
on the odometer and one previous careful
middle aged owner.

I entered my next event, the Lambs
Lair Enduro, held deep in the Mendips, in
Somerset. This one looked a slightly easier
prospect than the last. The course was
mainly open undulating fields, with a bit
of woods, a couple of hills and the odd
bombhole thrown in for good measure.
Oh, and a bog, which was closely inspect-
ed face down, on the first lap. The learn-
ing curve took an upward sweep that day,
since whilst extracting myself from the
gloop I noticed a narrow path around the
said bog and thereafter skirted around it.
I learnt too how to get up the steep hill at
the second attempt and with a bit of
advice from the marshal: ‘Try it in sec-
ond’, he said. How does he know that I
thought? But I tried it and sailed up every
time. I then proceeded to fall off coming
down the other side, but only once. Pain, I
found out is the greatest teacher.

Even an altercation with a
large bush which saw
bike and rider going
in different direc-
tions failed to PV Dl P
dissuade me "
from my pur-
pose, to finish,
and finish I
did, and com-

three hours. I did- ~& Hsa /
n’t come first in my

5

class, but I didn’t come last either. I
enjoyed the day immensely and above all
had fun, which surely is what the sport is
all about.

Since then I've done two more
enduros, at the Portsmouth Club’s excel-
lent Woodberry Lane Track at Emsworth.
The closed to club events there are friend-
ly and informal. I've had another finish
too, and even got my name in the TMX
results the other week. Another landmark.

Out of the blue this week a letter
popped through the door and inside was a
bronze medal. I've never been so chuffed
in my life. I didn’t realise it was due, but
on checking the regs I found that all fin-
ishers get a bronze. 'm no Paul Eddy,
never will be, but I imagine his elation at
winning his first British Championship or
World Enduro Round was only marginally
greater than mine at winning my first

r

bronze medal.
there aren’t many sports you can take up
and thoroughly enjoy at 40 + and
can this one. Ask Ted
Johns, George
Q) lIan Bell. I'm
4%
w/ still a young-
Sl ster compared

The point of my little story is this,
keep up indefinitely. You
i
' \A A \/ Greenland, ask
WAL @ty

&= to those boys.
If you have

7 »—@ ey an itch, scratch
& it. I just wish I did
N’/ sooner.
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Yamaha
IT175J:
One of

the best

clubman
enduro
bikes
ever and
still a
great
dirt bike
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t’'s funny really, I
supose after all these
years of riding and
racing dirt bikes I still

1982
YAMAHA
IT175J

Fourteen years later
and I find myself offered
an unbelievablely original

Before dirt bikes condition 1982 IT175 for

haven’t learnt my les- MR LI (=1L B8 a day’s greenlaning, not

son when it comes to
choosing a suitable off
road machine. Maybe it’s a

Yamaha’s enduro :
weapon used to be the

enough time for a full test,
but more than enough for
me to find out what might

desire to be different or ever-popular IT. Dave have been all those years
more likely just a blinding Comish takes a nostal- TRE Showing a mere

excuse for finishing well
down the field. Way back

in 1982 when a glance at best clubman

gic spin on one of the

800km on the DT-style
speedo, our test bike was
in totaly standard trim

the parc ferme at any machines ever made and had obviously had

enduro in the country
revealed a veritable sea of
blue ITs, I spurned the
obvious choice in favour of a Moto Gori
RGS250. The result of that decision and its
consequences have been well documented
in the pages of this magazine, but inside I
have always secretly wanted to try one of
the Yamaha ITs just to know what I was
missing. Back then it became obvious (to
me) that IT riders spent far more time rid-
ing and less time pushing than I ever did
and even now a well looked after IT175
would still make a competant and reliable
trail/fun enduro machine for the finan-
cially challanged rider, which is a testa-
ment to the bike’s design integrity.

very little off road use.

Picking up the bike
from Clive at TrailSport in
Norwich immediately brought memories
flooding back of previous encounters with
IT mounted opposition. The light blue
plastics still sported the original IT graph-
ics and the simple steel duplex frame
housing the air cooled lump was, despite
i’s age, gamefully hanging on to it’s
black-painted finish.

No power claims for the IT175 were
made by Yamaha, but at a guess roughly
25 lively horses are produced by the com-
pact, air-cooled, two stroke mill, which
with a bore and stroke of 66x50mm gave
the IT a true capacity of 171cc. Running
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on a diet of pre-mix at a lowly 25 to 1 mix-
ture, the fuel is metered by a reed block
mounted 34mm Mikuni carb which fea-
tures Yamaha’s YEIS (Yamaha energy
induction system) device. This simple idea
involved a ‘boost bottle’ chamber
plumbed into the inlet rubber, when the
incoming charge is halted in it’s tracks by
the piston closing the port, any remaining
fuel/air mix is stored in the chamber
ready for the port to reopen. Simple, but
exactly how effective it actually is is any-
body’s guess and as it’s no longer fitted to
any Yamaha stroker you can draw your
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Visa

1982
YAMAHA
IT175J

own conclusions. Burnt gases (or lightly
singed ones anyway) exit by way of a stan-
dard expansion chamber and tiny silencer
which by today’s standards is unbeliev-
ably noisy with a sharp crackle in its note.
Our test bike was the final IT175 ver-
sion - the ] model - launched in 82 which
proved to be the definitive IT. Only subtle
updates were deemed nessasary from ear-
lier versions to keep the bike competitive,
the most noticable being to the
‘MonoCross’ rear suspension which sport-
ed a ‘UniTrack’ style linkage whilst still
retaining the layed down suspension unit.
Other changes for the 82 season
included the introduction of a larger
street legal headlamp unit with a 25/25
watt bulb, a tiny battery, and an ignition
lock which joined the kph speedo mount-
ed on the top yoke. Maybe by this time
Yamaha considered the 175 to be more of
an all round off roader rather than a fire
breathing race bike, after all if you were
serious about winning enduros the 250
(or if you were certifiably insane) the 465
models in the IT range could provide all of
performance required for a gold medal.
However for the average clubman and
trail rider a 175cc was (and in my opinion
probably still is) the ideal allround pack-
age, combining light weight with enough
power for the people. And talking of
weight, it was claimed at the time that the
IT175 tipped the scales at a meagre 108kg
- including fuel and oil! Take a closer look
at the photos and you’ll see it’s not hard
to understand why. There’s no surplus
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plumbing or watercooling, little in the
way of weighty extras (like brake calipers)
and even the frame and running gear
seem fairly spindly by today’s stan-
dards.That light overall weight combined
with a superb user friendly torquey motgr g
and competant suspension. % .

175 remained a populaﬁ%
its demlse

the suspension squatted dewn a %w inch
es which allowed my rather s urn;»}sy 1i mﬁs
to make proper contact with terra firma,
and secondly unlike on a modern bike,
the seat actualy felt like it could be com-
fortable for more than just a few laps of

g‘lOOkpﬁ on the speedo the IT felt as if it
was about to self destruct and fitted with

Thanks to Clive Hillier at TrailSport for the loan of the IT. Before you
ask, this one’s already sold, but Clive often has bikes like this in stock. If
you’re interested give him a ring on 01603 504595.

an MX track. Starting up the motor
entailed nothing more than a prod on the
large kickstart lever and after enduring a
few noisy seconds sat stationery the carb
mounted cone was dlspensed with.

the standard low gearing I was only too
glad to reach my turn off onto a twisty
country lane.

Mind you I almost missed the turn
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Remember when all
dirt bikes were built
like this?

altogether; hauling on those tiny single
leading shoe drums soon reminded me
why modern bikes are equipped with
hydraulic discs. A huge effort is required
to slow the IT from any sort of speed, let
alone it’s relativly modest top end of
around 65-70mph. Tug hard on the lever
and the bike will (given enough space)
eventualy stop, but some serious mental
readjustments are needed if the rider is to
stay out of trouble.

Quite apart from the non-existent
brakes, there’s another good reason for
keeping the cruising speed down to below
50mph, and that is because the vibrations
coming through the footrest are (at least
on tarmac) unbelievably obtrusive. After

only a few miles I found
pins and needles seting
in as all sense of feeling
disappeared from my
feet. Strangely the feet
numbing vibes don’t
seem to afflict the rest of
the bike, only a slight tin-
gle finds it’s way to the
bars and that large well
upholstered seat posi-
tively isolates your bum
from the worst of the
vibes, but that said I still
wouldn’t like to ride on
tarmac for too long.
After a quick check
of the map, I took off
down a badly rutted,
overgrown byway. Suddenly the Yamaha'’s
low gearing and rorty motor began to
make sense; the close ratios meant that
you’re never stuck for the right gear for
any given situation, and gassing the light
throttle in the lower four gears keeps the
elderly Yam on the pipe with just enough
power available to keep the front light
enough to clear any nasty obstacles. The
first five gears are all usable even in
tighter off road situations, the fairly close
ratio nature of the six-speed box allowing
you to make the most of the IT’s motor.
Only on faster sections is top gear
needed, and consequently it seems to be
more of an off road overdrive with the
jump from fifth to sixth quite pro-

THATM
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Yamaha IT175]

Price (as tested): £800 otr
Eng: Air cooled, piston
ported, two stroke single
Bore & Stroke: 66x50mm
Displacement: 171cc
Transmission: 6-speed W/R
Frame: steel cradle

Kerb Weight: 108kg

nounced. Getting the power down to the
dirt isn’t a problem on the IT, the softly
sprung and damped suspension is ideal
for greenlaning. Giving a plush, well con-
trolled ride, and the early ‘MonoCross’
rear is perfectly matched to the conven-
tional, no frills leading axle forks.
However quicker enduro type going
would have the travel used up fairly eas-
ily, and no doubt in actual competition

situations the bike would get out of shape
without too much provication. A certain
amount of this can be put down to the
bike’s age. I've no idea how recently things
like the fork oil have been changed, and no
doubt fiddling around with thicker oil and
rear shock settings would improve matters,
but let’s not forget this is a 14 year old
bike, and considering it’s age the IT com-
fortably manages about 90 percent of what
most new enduro machines can do.
Looking back to 1982 I can now see
why so many riders chose to ride an IT, the
175 in particular (even now) makes a
superb, easy to ride and perhaps even
more importantly, cheap to buy and run
trail or fun enduro bike. Spares are still
readily available and being air cooled,
maintaining the little Yam is a cinch. Use a
modern synthetic race oil, keep the air fil-
ter clean and the venerable IT should give

SRR

WHITE BROTHERS USA IMPORT

390 Page Full Colour Catalogue Available £10 inc Del
Massive stocks of DR XR KLX XT
Silencers, Carb Kits, Cams, Seat

Covers, Tank Covers, Acerbis

Plastics, Bash Plates & on and on

23-25 Station Hill Chippenham

Wiltshire SN15 1EG

01249 657575 / 657576
Parts 01249 444193

96 RM
125 & 259

IN Stock

Specialists DEREI 50 Spnp,

A
RMX & DR 80cc conversions)
Enduro 96 XR250
In Stock A20/600

AvAalLABLE
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years of cheap service.

However actually finding an IT in rea-
sonable nick is going to be your hardest
problem. Plenty were sold and many of
these were thrashed to destruction, but
that said, the IT was designed as a race
machine and was meant to be ridden
hard. If you can find one that’s been
tucked away in the back of someone’s
garage or protected from the elements
then there’s virtually nothing that can’t
be put right with the appropriate amount
of attention, and like the equivalent
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. Suzuki, the PE175, owners will quickly

grow to appreciate the bike’s simple
rugged charms.

As for my verdict, well let’s just say ‘if
only’. If only I could have swallowed my
pride and followed all the other happy IT
owners instead of trying to be different, I
may have realised my enduro ambitions
instead of wasting my talents aboard vari-
ous unsuited (and unreliable) European
mounts. Still they say you learn from your
mistakes, now where are the keys to my
Bultaco 3707

WEST SOMERSET
GUIDED TOURS

Join me for a weekend and let me
guide you across Exmoor and the
Quantock hills taking in the best
green lanes and views in the West
Country - ranging from open moor-
land to steep, rocky climbs with plen-
ty of fording. The weekend includes
two full days riding, two nights B&B at
a local inn and two packed lunches.
The fun comes free

£89.00 all in

Discount for groups (4+), and TRF
Members. Daily rates also available

INTERESTED?!
Ring Bob on 01823 433972

TRAIL RIDERS
FELLOWSHIP

365 days trail riding
for 5.5p per day!!!

PROTECTING

GREEN
. LANES /

Patron: Lord Strathcarron

THE TRF HAS 42 LOCAL GROUPS
THROUGHOUT ENGLAND, SCOTLAND
& WALES, & IT ONLY COSTS £20 A
YEAR TO JOIN!

WE ALSO HAVE TRIPS TO IRELAND,
THE ISLE OF MAN & THE CONTINENT.

INTERESTED?

Then write (enclosing SAE) and mentioning TrailBike Magazine
to TRF Membership Secretary, Graham Stratford, 38 Thornton
Crescent, Old Coulsden, Surrey, CRS 1LH

The TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP
The National Non-Competitive Club
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Looking For Something Difterent?

Free - with the latest issue of
Grey Bike magazine.

This 12 page pull-out supplement
all in full colour

+
Road/Off Road tests, and
The Gentle Art Of Off Roading,

by Trail Bike’s own Paul Blezard
.|.
Buyers Guide - The Best In =
Unofficial Import Trail Bikes

PLUS: Win a mini
Fireblade.

All the latest, greatest and trickest imports

from Japan, with Road Tests, Buyers
Guides,

Readers Reports, Facts, Fun & Frolics...

Grey Bike magazine -
at your newsagent from

Sept 7th
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Moped racing: possibly the
cheapest and silliest form of
off road sport

When I come back in the next life I sin-
cerely hope I'm not a Honda C90. The early
years are tolerable enough pottering back-
wards and forwards to work along the
same old route at a steady 40mph. Then,
when you’re looking a little tired but still
able to make it away from the lights just
quick enough to avoid being punted up the
rear by a company Mondeo, you get sold to
a merciless slave driver (aka taxi learner)
to do the London Knowledge. Now you get
ridden all day, seven days a week and ser-
vicing means giving you the occasional
drink of unleaded and a quick kick of the
tyres. Finally after about 20 years, when
you're really down on your luck, all your
bodywork is cracked, your winkers are
dangling from the wires, and your shred-
You must be joking. Simon  ded L-plates are fluttering in the breeze,
along comes some spotty teenager clutch-
ing the regs for the Crazy Moped 5, and
happens in this crazy sport  before you know it you are being prepared
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ie:ams” relax in the paddock
ers hold the sun brolly

Moped enduro racing anyone?

Fenning went to see what




MOPED

Mavhem

for your final mission, a time and reliabil-
ity trial for mopeds deep in the heart of
rural Surrey.

The event is a fund-raiser for the
Leatherhead and District Motor Club, and
to keep costs down there are no awards,
the regs stating rather primly: ‘the fun of
riding should be enough reward’.

Machines run in three classes, Expert:
50cc mopeds with manual gears; Fun:
step-throughs up to 95cc with auto-clutch;
and Sidecars: either of the previous two
with a sidecar attached. The chairs showed

© TR

the most ingenuity in their modification.
How do you attach a sidecar to a bike
without a front down-tube? No problem,
you attach a couple of strips of Dexion to
the cylinder head bolts, add a plywood
floor and a third wheel and away you go...
occasionally in different directions.

The course ran along the perimeter of
a couple of adjoining fields and passed
through the middle of the paddock to
speed up team rider changes and running
repairs. The whole event looked like great
fun both for the competitors, some of

Now that’s what |
call barmy. Sidecar
moped racing,
what a crack
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whom interpreted the clothing regs
rather liberally with their bone-dome hel-
mets and wellies, and for the crowd as
they watched the pit crews shamelessly
bodging all manner of breakages.

After three hours of sweat and dirt
the winner emerged; G Lucas, having
completed 41 laps with no marks lost on
the nadgery bits, a fine achievement,
almost but not quite matched by step-
through specialist G Thomas. R and G
Wheeler won the chairs.

As for the C90s, and there were sev-
eral, some survived and some didn’t, but
either way if you are unlucky enough to
be reincarnated as one look on the bright
side. At least at the end of your days
you’ll die laughing.

If you are of unsound mind and want to
have a crack at moped racing, then you
need to contact Martin Ward on 0181 390
8308 for the full SP

Step-throughs of all
capacities are popu-
lar with competitors

38 MOLESWORTH ROAD, STOKE, PLYMOUTH

UK RAID!

Off Road Adventures

Enjoy an exciting two days trail
riding in the beautiful scenic
countryside of Devon & Cornwall.
All riding abilities catered for -
road books supplied - navigation
and GPS training for Rally hope-
fuls. Weekend includes all meals
and hotel accommodation.

All inclusive price

£145

01752 606888

LC4s & LC2s now in stock
Always a full range of secondhand trail
and enduro bikes available
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No More

Dave Taylor 1943-1996
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On August 9, Dave Taylor MBE, ‘The
Wheelie King’ passed away peacefully at
his home in Bexleyheath after a heroic 13
year struggle against cancer.

Dave made his name as a motorcycle
display rider in the mid-1970s, after a
chance meeting with a promoter who saw
him wheelie-ing his trials bike across a
field. He quickly devel-
oped ‘a spectacular
show with which he
toured the grand prix
circuits of the world
for five years, and he
also performed most of
his amazing repertoire
of stunts on grass,
shale and even ice.

Dave was a ‘late
developer’ in dirt-rid-
ing terms, he was 27
before he ever ven-
tured off road. As a
teenager he’d been one
of the original ‘ton up’
cafe racers who fre-
quented Johnson’s cafe
on the A20 near
Brands Hatch, but once
he took to the dirt he had success at both
trials and motocross almost straight away
and also discovered the joys of trail rid-
ing. He loved riding the Pilgrim’s Way in
Kent and his annual visit to the Isle of
Man TT festival was almost entirely devot-
ed to trail riding.

Dave was haunted by the death of two
of his best friends whom he saw die on
their bikes when he was still a teenager.
While at the height of his fame he started
doing a unique ‘road safety road show’ to
teenage schoolchildren which started with
him pulling wheelies in the playground
and riding a trials bike over his van, but
ended with dire warnings about the dan-

gers of riding and driving without proper
training or protective clothing. Over a
period of nearly 20 years he talked to over
a million teenagers and was still running
his schools campaign right up until a few
weeks before his death.

Dave was convinced that learning to
ride on the dirt was not only safer, but
made for a more skilful
rider when he or she
took to the tarmac and
had to battle with the
traffic. He put his
money where his
mouth was in 1977
when he opened the
first trail park in the
country at Darenth
Wood near Dartford in
Kent. Then Transport
Minister Kenneth
Clarke made a tele-
vised visit and praised
Dave in a House of
Commons debate on
Road Safety.

As a fellow speccy
four-eyes, Dave Taylor
had inspired me with
his wheelie exploits and when I heard
about the trail park it gave me a good
excuse to go and meet him because by that
time I was studying for an MSc in town
planning and I thought trail parks might
make an interesting subject for my final
year dissertation. Dave welcomed me into
his house as if he’d known me for years
and we talked for hours about the prob-

lems he was having getting planning per-

mission for a new trail park in Tottenham
Marsh in the Lea Valley.

One of the first things I did after meet-
ing Dave was to go and hire a bike at his
trail park and I was hooked immediately.
That simple thrash around on a Honda
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DAVE TAYLOR

XL125 led to a host of off-road adventures
all over Europe, many of which have been
recounted in the pages of this magazine,
so Dave’s got a lot to answer for!

In 1982 I worked for him in the sec-
ond of the two Michelin-sponsored tempo-
rary trail parks that he set up and ran for
the duration of the first two NEC motorcy-
cle shows. Dave was a great person to
work for; he treated everyone as a friend,
almost never lost his temper and never
asked anyone to do anything he wasn’t
prepared to do himself. He was much
stronger than he looked, with a hand-
shake like a sumo wrestler.

In 1983 Dave was diagnosed as suffer-
ing from stomach cancer and nearly died
in a botched operation which punctured

s Clardas

Motorcycles

S

NEW 900 ELEFANT
NOW IN STOCK

Cagiva 900 Elefant, 600 Canyon and
Aprilia 650 Pegaso demonstrators

CHRIS CLARKE MOTORCYCLES
36 NORWICH ROAD, WYMONDHAM,
NORFOLK, NR18 ONS.

TEL; 01953 605120

his bowel but left his stomach intact. The
doctors gave him only a few months to
live but they had reckoned without the
indomitable Taylor spirit and little over a
year later Dave invited me to join him in
the back-up team of the Imps ATC expedi-
tion to cross the Grand Erg Occidéntal in
the Sahara. It was a far from smooth trip
but we had some great laughs together
despite getting sand in everything we ate.
The expedition suffered from a lamenta-
ble lack of organisation and a multitude of
mechanical hassles but we had three great
days riding the ATCs across the desert
together after the official crossing had
ended. Living in enforced intimacy for a
month could have ended many a friend-
ship but happily ours survived stronger
than ever. :

In 1985 and again in 1986 I went trail
riding with Dave on the Isle of Man where
he demonstrated he had lost none of his
skills on a bike. It was typical of his enthu-
siasm for dirt riding that he turned up at
one of the very first trail bike enduro club
meetings at Matcham’s Park in 1987. He
also helped me obtain a part-time consul-
tancy with the MCIA to research and pro-
mote off-road sites nationwide. In return I
managed to get the planning permission
renewed on his trail park in difficult cir-
cumstances and helped him with many of
his articles and speeches.

Dave could get on with absolutely
anyone in any circumstances - whether it
was receiving his MBE from the Queen,
giving a cheque to Princess Anne for the
Save the Children fund, or meeting a pen-
niless Algerian family living in a deserted
French Foreign Legion fort in the middle
of the Sahara. He put his natural teaching
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skills to good use in 1991 when Riders for
Health invited him out to Lesotho in
Africa to help train health workers to ride
trail bikes. While there he helped devise a
scheme which enabled men and women
who had never even ridden a pushbike to
have enough skill and confidence to ride a
trail bike across all sorts of terrain in a
matter of hours. Dave came back really
impressed by the pluckiness of the
Lesothans who got back on their bikes
after crashing time and again.

Back in 1977 Dave had lapped the Isle
of Man TT course at an average speed of
60mph - just on the back wheel; and in

Dave Taylor 1943-1996
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1993, having not done any display riding
for years, he re-enacted the TT lap in aid
of Riders for Health... and with a broken
wrist. It’s an awesome sight to see some-
one lean a bike into a turn at high speed
with the front wheel three feet in the air.
Dave assured me that it could only be
done with a trials tyre at exactly 8psi, and
that if he hadn’t learned to wheelie on a
trials bike he would never have known it
was possible. There’s some great footage
of Dave doing the stunt at Brands Hatch
in the ‘Living Wheels’ video which he
made with Martin Shaw (of ‘Professionals’
fame) in 1984.



DAVE TAYLOR

For trail riding Dave progressed from
a twin-shock XR250 to a monoshock
KMX200, but then in recent years opted
for a Greeves-Triumph 500 which he
described in the very first issue of Trail
Bike. Dave had lost some of his former
strength and stamina by now, so you
would have thought that he would want
to ride something really light and well-
suspended, but Dave loved that old Tri-
Greeves and regarded even my XR600 as
too easy to ride. And as he recounted in
Trail Bike, when it came to climbing the
steepest hill in the island, Dave and his
Greeves were the only ones in our party
who chugged straight up it at the first
attempt.

We last went trail riding together with
Dave’s sons and friends in the ice and
snow last Boxing Day. Out on the Pilgrim’s
Way, Dave was still riding the tractor-like
Tri-Greeves with as much enjoyment as

Dave trail riding on the Isle
of Man on his beloved Tri-
Greeves

ever and afterwards we went to
Farningham village which was packed with
motorcyclists of all types and persuasions,
many of whom came up and greeted Dave.

I last saw Dave Taylor three days
before he died and even though he was
dosed up with morphine his great spirit
and humour still came shining through.
He knew he was near the end and was far
better prepared for it than most. In his 53
years he achieved far more than most peo-
ple who live to be 100. I'm not ashamed to
admit that I dissolved into tears when I
said my last goodbye.

Dave Taylor was a great motorcyclist
who triumphed many times in adversity
but above all he was a great human being
whose honesty, integrity and spirit was an
example to us all. 'm proud to have
known him and to have been his friend. I
shall miss him terribly, and so will motor-
cycling.
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Win a free trip to the

Yamaha of

Road Sc hool

A whole year’s worth of reading plus the chance
to win a fabulous prize, absolutely free

Once again we’ve teamed up with
Yamaha to offer you a brilliant day
out at the Geraint Jones Yamaha Off
Road School in Wales.

All you have to do to win this great
prize is to take out a year’s subscrip-
tion to TrailBike Magazine, and be
the lucky one whose name is drawn
out of the editorial crash helmet. It
couldn’t be simpler, just fill out the
form and send it with a cheque for
£20 to the address below and you
could find yourself spending the day
ati our expense being guided by ten
times British Enduro Champion
Geraint over the spectacular Welsh
countryside.

Post Code.... ...... pareeaaa

Bike Owned....................

Send to TrailBike Mag, PO Box 9845,
London W13 9WP
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TRAILBIKE GUIDE

We don’t claim this to be the definitive guide to all the trailbikes ever made, merely the sum total of
our collective knowledge, trawled from the depths of dim and distant memories and assembled in
some sort of order that you may find useful. What we do know is that no-one produces a guide to trail
bikes that is as comprehensive as this, and that if you think there are revisions we should make, bikes
that need adding to the list or merely things we’ve got wrong please feel free to drop us a line with
your suggestions. This month we have again split the guide to allow more space for features within
the magazine. Pages 5 & 6 this month, other pages to follow.

XL100: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 99cc, single, 6-speed.
very basic, cheap to insure learner trailie. Later
versions were smaller all round with more basic
instruments. Verdict: Good starter machine.
XL125: 231lbs, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc, single,
6-speed. Basic, twin-shock learner bike used by
legions of beginners in the 70s & 80s. Usually
badly treated, unusually they still survive.
XL125R: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 123cc, single, 6-
speed. Monoshock version of above, analagous
to 250R and SOO0R. Later, Italian-built mono-
shock Dakar version with big tank and electric
start can be found as grey import.

XL185: a/c, 4-str, sohc, 185cc, single, 5-speed.
One of the definitive original green laners. Twin
shock version only, but can be upgraded with
later 125R parts, including chassis!

XL250: a/c, 4-str, sohgc, single. Started life way
back in the 1970s with the Motorsport, a basic
twin-shock trail bike not unlike Yam’s XTS500.
Verdict: Capable plodder.

XL250S: 1978-on, 261lbs, a/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
sohc, 248cc, single. Which sported a four-valve,
twin-port head pumping out all of 26bhp, but
still with 6-volt electrics at first; twin shocks and
crappy SLS front and rear brakes and an unusu-
al 23 inch front wheel, giving little tyre choice.
Later versions adopted the Honda Pro-Link rear
end and 12-volt electrics. Good all rounder, but
better on the road than off it. Comfy saddle and
decent build quality make this a good second-
hand buy if you can find one. Because this was
the bike from which the legendary RS250
despatcher’s tool was derived it means you can
bolt the complete 12-volt RS250 flywheel, gen-
erator and engine cover straight on to any of the
6-volt XL or XR 250s and 500s. The accelerator-
pumped carb of the RS will also give a useful
power increase to the 250.

XL250 Degree: 119kg, w/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
dohc, 249cc, 25bhp, single. Nineties style ver-
sion of the venerable no-frills XL250, now water-

cooled and with a four valve head, but still with
rear drum brake. Verdict: Nice little stylish
trailie.

XL500S: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Practically identical to the XL250 apart from the
bigger cylinder and head and a longer frame
although it is possible to squeeze the bigger
engine into a 250 chassis. Only 32bhp, but loads
more stomp and the same crappy front brake -
green racing linings help a bit, but beware low-
speed lock-ups! Fortunately the 23 inch wheels
can be re-laced with 21inch rims which actually
improves the handling and provides a vast
increase in tyre choice! Beware starting prob-
lems and low revs misfire caused by furring of
the alloy earthing plate - solution is to take a
lead direct from engine to coil. One careful
owner TBM No.s 11 & 12.
XL250R/500R: 1984-on, a/c, 4-str, 4-valve,
sohc, single. The cylinder heads were now
blessed with Radial Four Valve Combustion
(RFVC), vastly superior Pro-Link mono-shock
suspension, beefier forks and much better TLS
front brake in a 21 inch wheel, and 12-volt
electrics - a much better bet all round than the
‘S’ models if you can afford them. Only snag
with the TLS front brake is that it will not stop
you from rolling back on a hilll The CR
motocrosser front end will fit straight into the
XL headstock so long as you use the whole
assembly. Beware top end seepage of oil
between head and barrel. The XL250R finally
lost its metal tank and was developed into the
XR version. Early XL500 engines were very pop-
ular in single cylinder road racing, so second
hand spares are hard to come by. Frequent oil
changes are essential to avoid the dreaded
knackered head syndrome caused by the
camshaft running direct in it although bearing
conversions are available. Some 250s suffered
from dodgy gearboxes and frequent top end
problems. Verdict: Cheaper than an XR.
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One careful XL500R owner TBM No.13.

XL350/400: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Grey import originally built for French and
Japanese markets - a big-bore version of the 250
rather than a sleeved down 500. Verdict: Very
rare.

XL60OR a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single. Larger
version of 500R later swapped its drum front
brake for a disc.

XL60OLM: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Paris-Dakar version of above with big tank,
flashy twin headlights, red painted engine, tube-
less gold spoked rims and glory-be, electric
start. Unfortunately it didn’t go as well as it
looked - one of the magazines put one on a dyno
at the time and got only 26bhp at the rear
wheel. Verdict: Nicely individual.

Honda XRs: Most not officially designed for
road use (except for the XR-Ls), but virtually all
have been registered for the road by owners,
with varying degrees of legality.

XR75/80: a/c, 4-str, sohc, single. Small wheel
mini-bike with poky engine for teenagers, but
we know of at least one street-legalised one used
as a fun green-laner after modification with big
wheels.

XR100: 68kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 99cc, single, 6-
speed. Mini off roader based on XL100 engine
but with 19 inch front and 16 inch rear wheels.
Great, fun bike on which to learn basics. World
champion road racer Kenny Roberts uses them
to teach sliding techniques to GP hopefuls.
XR200R: a/c, 4-str, soh, single, 5-speed. Early
twin shock bikes (originally based on the XL185)
made brilliant green laners. Still fairly popular
though later monoshock versions are better and
more plentiful. Drum bakes let it down though
some late Japanese spec models come with discs.
Light enough to pick up if need be. Verdict: Still
a great trail bike.

XLR200: 112kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 18bhp, single.
Japanese-spec trailbike version of above with
drum rear brake.

XLR250R: 113kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 249cc,
28bhp, single. Japanese-spec trailbike version of
above with drum rear brake.

XLR250-Baja: 116kg, a/c, 4-str, sohc, 249cc,
28bhp, single. Japanese-spec trailbike version of
the XR Baja, but with slightly lower spec and a
pair of smaller headlights.

XR250(R): a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single.
Based on both XL250S and 250R with identical
frames but more suspension travel, disc front
brake and slightly hotter cam giving small
power increase. Early monoshock with twin
carbs could be a sod to start when hot - go for

the later single-carb model. The XR250 makes a
very good off-road all-rounder - light weight
and adequate power (30bhp claimed) makes it
perfect for trail riders and clubman enduro rid-
ers alike, and tolerable on the road. All Honda
250s need to be revved hard if you want to get
a move on. New ones come with electric start
and there’s now a Baja version available with
huge twin headlamps, among other detail
changes. Verdict: Popular and versatile trailie.
XR250L: 113kg, a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc,
249cc, 28bhp, single. Grey import with road-
legal lights, speedo and indicators. Slightly
heavier than R. Compared with Yamaha
TT-R 250 in TBM No.1

XR350: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single. Mid
Eighties (monoshock) version, only imported
for a very short time and now rare in UK. Much
the same as the 250 but with extra poke and
unfortunately extra weight.

XR500: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single. bigger
version of XR250, as used by Eddie Kidd for
wheelies. Early version was developed into the
XR550RR on which Cyril Neveu won the 1982
Paris-Dakar rally.

XR600: a/c, 4-str, 4-valve, sohc, single. Several
versions since 1984, mostly imported from USA
until Honda UK started importing in 1994. Early
versions easy to tell by drum rear brake and
twin carbs. All are great off roaders, with pukka
suspension and lightweight chassis. Not much
fun on the road because of the vibes, lack of
creature comforts, and twitchy handling. And
some can be real pigs to start. Often the bike of
choice for overlanders but beware, rear sub-
frame is not built to take a lot of weight. Honda
UK have not homologated the latest continental-
spec version even though it comes with proper
speedo and head and tail lights (but no indica-
tors) so they’re still not officially road legal and
sold by Honda dealers ‘for off-road use only’ -
but it’s easy to road-register as an individual so
can still be ridden away from the shop. Great
wheelie-pulling ability, and very light compared
to something like an XT600. Has become the pri-
vateer’s desert rally bike by which all others are
judged - light, relatively simple and very robust.
The best noise/power compromise is to keep the
main body of the original baffle, but take out
the inner core - this looks and sounds ‘kosher’
but liberates most of the power. Official HRC
hop-up kits with big bore (630cc) and hot cam
are available but not recommended for off-road
use or long-distance reliability. Tons of other
tuning parts available. Verdict: Definitive
‘pukka’ big banger.
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Suzuki DR350, 1996, N-reg, as new,
road use only, 5000 miles, one lady
owner. Tel 0181 590 8476 (Essex)
Honda XR200R, 94/M, taxed, new tyres
fitted, excellent cond, £1800 ono. Tel
01282 817332 (Lancs)

TORQUE BIKES

ITALIAN BIKES A SPECIALITY

1986 Yamaha XT Tenere, e/start
1983 Yamaha XT Tenere, kick start
1982 Yamaha XT550

1984 Honda XL600

1987 Yamaha TT600

1985 Yamaha XT600E

Part/ex 1991 Yamaha 1350, £poa
Part/ex Honda XR600, £poa
Prices from £995

33 Rye Close, Eynesbury, St Neots,
Cambs. PE19 2RG
Tel: (Day) 01767 640993
(eves) 01480 405958

Yamaha XT350, 1990, T&T, 11,000
miles, original cond, reluctant sale,
£1750. Tel 01703 892705 (New Forest)
Cagiva Elefant, 750cc, 1987, E-reg,
Lucky Explorer colours, good cond,
20,000 miles, one owner last five years,
the original nimbler Elefant, ideal rally
off road tourer, £2000. Tel 0114
2666413 (Sheffield)

Yamaha Serow 225, G-reg, T&T, electric
start, brush guards, bash plate, rear car-
rier, 9000 miles, £1750 ono. Tel Penny,
0181 866 0112 (Middx)

KTM 400EGS, N-reg, immaculate, road
mileage only, £4100 for quick sale. Tel
01920 871988 (Herts)

Honda XLR250 Baja 2, 1990, vgc, long
T&T, frame stoved, many extras, excel-
lent dual purpose bike, £1695, may p/x
for two stroke trail or enduro. Tel 01603
787933 (Norwich)

Husqgvarna CR390, 1979, enduro spec,
T&T, new crank and seals, spare tyres
and mudguards, clock bar pad, tool bag,
excellent cond, £750 ovno. Tel 01824
702994 (Peter, North Wales)

Suzuki DR200, E-reg, 12V, T/cover,
knobblies, MoT, all good but smokes
hence £600. Tel 01604 832162
(Northants)

Yamaha XT350, stolen & recovered,
used as a field bike, White Power USD
forks, Excel rims, good well maintained
bike with complete bike for spares, £600
no offers. Tel 01484 866549 or 01484
863574 (Hudds)

Kawasaki KLR650 Tengai, F-reg, T&T,
16000 miles, rebuilt shock, datatagged,
excellent cond, £1750 ono. Tel Pete on
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01993 776903 (Oxon) after 6pm
Honda XL250, full MoT, recent tyres,
brakes chain & Sprox camchain, 20,000
miles, £595 ono. Tel 01803 528171
(Devon)

Kawasaki KDX200 A1, 1985, T&T, good
clean reliable bike, recent rings piston &
small end etc, V good bore, lights etc,
genuine reason for sale, £675 ono. Tel
01622 735829 (Kent)

Yamaha IT175, 1981, T&T, original,
reliable, classic, incomplete second bike
for spares, genuine reason for sale, may
p/x for dearer bike, £495. Tel 01622
735829 (Kent)

Yamaha WR250, 1991, H-reg, T&T, new
liner and piston, front disc and hose,
silencer, h/light, chain & sprox, £1500
ono or will swap TDR250 or similar. Tel
01270 665649 (Cheshire) before 6pm
Suzuki TS185, registered 1981, Mot 1
year, lovely unmarked cond, £525 ono.
Tel 01246 273662 or 0831 281828
(Chesterfield)

Yamaha XT600 Tenere, 1984, T&T, new
tyres/chain, spare CDi, manual, good
starter hot or cold, good allround cond,
£875 ono. Tel 01243 607896 (West
Sussex)

Suzuki DR650, 1996, latest model, as
tested in April issue TBM, six weeks old,
22 months warranty, unmarked condi-
tion, very sad sale, £4,400 (£800 saving
on new). Tel 01344 843929 (Surrey)
Yamaha RD430 road racer, Pro-Porting
tune, T2 parts, forgotten era registered,
no expense spared, fast and reliable,
£800 ono or may p/x trail bike why. Tel
01384 822074 (West Midlands)

Paa/‘,,s Branson

MO ORCYCLES

WE STOCK THE FULL RANGE OF NEW
HONDAS

é ON/OFF ROAD
HONDA SELECTION gy

New 96/97 XR250/400/600, Africa Twin,
Dominator, Transalp from stock.

New 96 Yamaha TT600, v high spec, e/start  £4995
New 95 Honda NX650 Dominator, 1 only at £4595
New 95 XR250RS, 1 only at £3495
94 - Honda XR650L, low miles, excellent £3695
H - Yamaha XT350, white, well above avge £1995
A - Honda XR350, v tidy, new MoT £1195
H - Kawasaki KMX125, green/blue, 12kmls £1195
J - Suzuki DR125S, low miles, excellent £1395
93 - Honda XR650L, many extras, v tidy £3595
A - Honda CT90, high/low ratio, ideal rear of
camper, as new £995
Most US off road models to order, new or used
4/5 weeks delivery
We have a constantly changing stock, call for
details and prices

22 Oxrorp Roap, Pen MiLL TrapE Est YEoviL

TeL: 01935 74998124107
Far: 01936 27335

(AFTER HOURS SALES) 0860 287938
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ONTAINER COMPAN

We have the largest
stock of trail bikes
in the UK

This is just a small selection of the bikes we
have in stock

Honda CRM250-1 choice of 7 from £1650
Honda CRM250-2 choice of 3 from £2100
Honda XLR250 Baja-1 choice of 6 from £1550
Honda XLR250 Baja-2 choice of 6 from £1850
Honda XLR250 Baja-3 1995 e/start £3450
Honda XL250 Degree choice of 5 from £1850
Kawasaki KMX200 1 only £1200

Kawasaki KDX200SR choice of 2 from £1600
Kawasaki KDX250SR choice of 2 from £1800
Kawasaki KLX250SR choice of 5 from £2300
Suzuki TS200R choice of 3 from £1650
Suzuki DR250 choice of 3 from £1650

Suzuki DR250R 95 model 1st in the UK £3500
Yamaha Serow 225-1 kick start model choice
of 4 from £1200

Yamaha Serow 225-1 electric start model
choice of 2 from £1850

Yamaha Serow 225-W new £3100

Yamaha DT200WR 1 only £2150

Yamaha TTR250 choice of 6 from £2850
Yamaha TT250 Raid 1 only £3500

Please phone for more details
on any of the above bikes. Or
call at our showroom
for a test ride.

01362 698147

UNIT 12 BERTIE WARD WAY,
RASHS GREEN, EAST DEREHAM,

Qk NORFOLK j/)

Suzuki PE250, 1983, tidy original condi-
tion, registered, £600 ono. Tel 01547
528158 (Mid Wales)

Ducati 900ss, July 94, FSH, Dragons,
Datatag, 5,600 miles, perfect, £6000 ono,
check book price, poss p/x for
DR350/XR600, must be vgc. Tel 01749
672468 (Wells, Somerset)

Yamaha XT225 Serow, 91, kick & elec-
tric start, stainless spokes, 520 O-ring
chain, new sprox, good Metzelers,
Renthals, £2000 ono. Tel 01538 385538
evenings, 383547 days (north Staffs)
Suzuki SP400, ideal all rounder, gold
medal 1996 Lands End Trial, climbed
Grwyne Fawr and used for daily com-
mute, well maintained, £650 ono. Tel
0117 956 7509 (Bristol)

Honda XL185S, Y-reg, running order
with MoT, lights need attention, scruffy,
£250. Tel 0181 979 3497 (Surrey)
Kawasaki KLR250, E-reg, 20,000 miles,
MoT Sept, full service 200 miles ago inc
new tyres chain & sprox, £1050 ono. Tel
0161 368 1171 evenings (Hyde)
Honda XL250R, white, enduro trim, T&T,
very clean, £875, also Gas Gas JT250
1994 Trials, new clutch, stator, plastics,
vge, £1900. Tel 01323 848148 (Sussex)
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Suzuki DR350S, 1995, electric start,
immaculate cond, green laned only,
£2795. Tel 01732 351063 (Kent)
Honda XR650L, reg 1995, 6,500 miles,
Supertrapp exhaust, K&N air filter,
Dynojet kit, IMS Baja fuel tank, new O-
ring chain, Recent MT21s, very nice bike,
£3250. Tel Ian on 0181 876 8140 (SW
London)

Suzuki PE175, twin shock rolling chas-
sis, £50, also Honda CB250RS engine,
stripped down (no cam), £40. Tel 01299
270493 (Worcs)

SPARES

Axo RX5 helmet and Scott goggles, black
and purple, £120 ono. Tel 0161 368
1171 (Hyde)

Yamaha TY175 breaking for spares, all
parts available, also TY250R spares, outer
brake plate conversion, two front wheels,
silencers plus more. Tel 01229 718024
(Cumbria)

Kawasaki KLX250 alloy DEP silencer,
just about new, £50, also KLX250 w/shop
manual, £10. Tel 01344 843929 (Berks)
XR250 tank with cap, as new, £45, also
wax jacket, size medium, new, £25. Tel
01732 351063 (Kent)

Workshop Manual for Kawasaki
KLR600, very good cond, £15 ono, also
Yokohama E703 tyre 90/90-21 to fit a
Transalp, 4000 miles road use, good
cond, £15 ono. Tel 01768 891554
(Cumbria)

Two newish full-face helmets for sale
(one large, one small), silver and white,
bought in New Zealand hence no BSi,
good value at £15 each plus postage. Tel
0181 840 4760

AIR B FOUR
COOLED XT o -I VALVE
Repairs - Parts - Tuning
David Lambeth Engineering

Tel + Fax (01323) 642696

WANTED

Wanted Kawasaki KLX250R enduro
model, must be in good nick, may con-
sider Suzuki RMX250, cash buyer. Tel
Clive on 01476 578216 (Lincs)
Wanted Yamaha DT175MX pulser coil
also other spares considered. Tel 0161
343 6287 or leave message

Wanted 500cc 4-stroke Rotax engine
parts, crankcases and side cases. Tel

)

=L

(CLEAN) DIRTY BIKES

‘94 XR650L, E/START, 18T CLASS £3995
'86 KDX200H2, 30 MINS USE, AS NEW £3495
XT225 SEROW, A1 CONDITION £2430
85 TLM200R, FULL LIGHTING, V CLEAN £1495
87 KLR250R, ALL ORIGINAL, PRISTINE £1795
NEW DR250SE, E/START, USA SPEC £3390
KR250RV (1997) AVAILABLE SOON £TBA

XRAOORY (1997) IN STOCK £4695+DEL
XRGOORV (1997) IN STOCK £4150+DEL

AUTHORISED HONDA
OFF-ROAD DEALER
SPARES FOR ALL HONDA MOTOR-
FIONDA. CYCLES, UK SPEC & IMPORTS

LUDLOW, SHROPSHIRE
TEL/FAX 01584 874738
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0113 2829812 (Leeds)

Wanted standard or supermoto wheels
for 95 XR600, also anything interesting
or spares. Tel 01925 243230
(Warrington)

Wanted set of ally rimmed wheels
complete with discs for 1989 model
XT600 Tenere, gold or silver, I have
Akront 19” front and 18” rear with
stainless spokes why. Tel Graham on
01752 690728 (Devon)

Wanted big tank and stainless steel
exhaust for KLX650 C1, also wanted
Rally Brush Guards. Tel Ian on 01782
315087 (Stoke On Trent)

Wanted desperately, complete power
valve kit for DT125R, must be complete
with servo, pulley, cables, etc, cash
waiting, someone out there must have
one! Tel Nick on 01483 724847
(Woking)

Wanted spares for Yamaha DT250MX,
T-reg, seat, airbox & filter, flywheels,
coils or willing to sell whole bike or p/x
on running mx or enduro, no smaller
than 175cc. Tel 01373 474043
(Somerset)

Wanted Honda Sales brochures for
Honda XR250R models 1985-96, also
honda XR500R sales brochures etc.
Write to JD Campbell, 58 Copeman Ave,
Peterhead, Aberdeenshire, AB42 2BB
Wanted Honda XR600 standard
tailpipe. Tel Stuart om 01773 590934
(Derbys)

Wanted Large tank for Yamaha
WR250 1993 model, might also be
interested in any other parts. Tel
016977 48270 anytime (Cumbria)

Back issues still available:
No 2,5,6,7,8,9, 10, 11, 12, 13,
14. £2.00 each inc P&P

Also Binders (quality green book-
binder embossed with the

TrailBike logo), to hold 12 issues

of TBM - only £6.50 inc P&P.
each order receives a free
TrailBike sticker

End Of The Road T-shirts - limited
numbers left - £9.99, state L or XL
(& include a small SAE)

WE ALSO HAVE
TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE
SWEATSHIRTS

WITH LARGE TBM LOGO PRINTED ON
THE FRONT

SIZES L & XL (GREY MARL
SWEATSHIRTS), GOOD QUALITY

ONLY £15.99 (INC P&P)
‘WEAR WITH PRIDE’
SEND YOUR CHEQUE MADE PAYABLE TO

TRAILBIKE MAGAZINE TO TBM, PO BOX 9845,
LONDON W13 9WP

Fill in the form (one word per
space) and tick the box for the
section in which you want to
advertise. Then send it to:

sell yeur
tr‘{l b{ke Classifieds section

abselutely TrailBike Magazine

PO Box 9845
ree Lo

W13 OWP
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spares wanted

Please feel free to send a photo-
graph to illustrate your advertise-
ment though we unfortunately can- ======ssxxsreesrmmmaasrraananancnnans
not return any photos sent to us.  This service is not available to traders




onday morning and no way
could I face going to work. I
lay curled up like an
armadillo with rigor mortis
then when I finally emerged from my
bed, spent the rest of the day hobbling
around like a mugging victim. I had been
mugged you see; mugged by my first
Welsh enduro.

Two days earlier I'd looked at my
bright green KLX250 (the early Eighties
model, not today’s zippy four-valver)
with pride. Tiny mods set it apart from
your run of the mill trailie: axle wrench
strapped to the swingarm for blink-and-
you’ll-miss-it wheel changes, bore and
stroke Tippexed on the crankcases as
required by the ACU and those rrrrracing
numbers - one-one-two. Did it mean I was

- rated a hundred and twelfth? - probably.

lllustration John Keogh

Later that day me and the snazzy KLX
caught the train bound for Aberystwyth.

Eight trail bikes in 18 fun-filled
months and I'd already tired of feeble
local enduros having ridden all the near-
by woods, bomb holes and wasteland to
death. Now, after months of ‘dare I’ scan-
ning the regs in the back of TMX, I decid-
ed to take the plunge and enter my first
proper Welsh enduro on my 14hp mut-
ton-dressed-as-dirtbike.

I knew all about the big ones; the
Welsh Two Day, the Brecon, the Rhayader
and the Beacons, events I'd never survive,

but here was
one I might, the
Cwm Owen: it
wasn’t a British
Championship
round which meant
that I might stand a
chance of getting to the
end. I sent off the entry forms
and promptly got my racing number,
final instructions and a list of local B&Bs.

As the sole member of Team Railcard,
B&Bs were out of my budget, and on arriv-
ing at Aberystwyth late that Saturday
evening, I bought some Lucozade and a
tube of Toffos from the local garage and
rode out to the B2121. Around midnight I
figured a roadside plantation was as good
a place as any to kip, and killing the lights
I rode down into the forest, unrolled my
sleeping bag on a bit of a slope and
promptly dozed off.

The next morning I was woken by the
din of a rorty stroker tearing past on the
road above. Dying for just a few more min-
utes of dozing, I turned over and dreamt I
was free-falling, spiralling gently through
the clouds..., when suddenly I realised I
wasn’t dreaming after all. In my weary
haste to pass out the night before, I'd
pitched my sleeping bag at the top of a
huge slope and now I was plunging down
the hillside, trapped in my sleeping bag
like a rolled up taco. I fiddled frantically
with the drawstring as sky, trees and pine
needles spun past. A tree caught my feet
and swung me headfirst down the slope
like a toboggan just as I managed to get
my arms out and kick off the sleeping bag.
A few somersaults later I slithered to a halt
against a fence.

Dazed and confused though unhurt, I
staggered back up to the bike, got dressed
and 20 minutes later was signing-up for
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I WAS PLUNGING —
DOWN THE HILLSIOE £
WRAPPED IN MY
SLEEPING BAG LIKE =
A ROLLED UP TACO . ...

three 20-mile laps in the four stroke club-
man class. In those days monoshockers
like KDXs and ITs were beginning to make
an impact on an enduro world previously
ruled by twin shock Maicos, KTMs and the
odd yellow PE which rang-dang-danged
around the muddy fields. With my minute
due, it was the turn of lip-chewing one-
one-twelve to push my bike up to the
starting line alongside a purposeful look-
ing XR250. ‘GO!” shouted the starter, and I
fair broke off the KLX’s kick-starter to get
the holeshot on the XR rider.

Take it easy now, watch those ruts... I

warned myself as I neared the first bend
where the track swung uphill. Within a
minute the XR passed me and was gone,
never to be seen again, leaving me, a
breathless, rigid-limbed, goggle steaming
learner bouncing from rut to rock as I
struggled to get the feel of the Kawasaki
at ‘racing’ speeds.

Up on the moor top I could see a long
boggy section ahead where several bikes
had floundered. With no obvious line to
left or right I aimed it straight at the mid-
dle, dropped a gear, rolled open the
throttle and plunged into the bog handle-

TrailBike'-73- Magaizine



bar deep. Twenty miles of moorland ham-
mering on a handful of Toffos was already
taking its toll, but at times like these you
don’t think about how knackered you are
or your multitude of aches and pains -
you just do what must be done. I heaved
the front wheel up to one side of the bog
and after much cursing, managed to get
the back wheel onto firm ground.
Crawling out of the mire and straddling
the bike on my tiptoes to attempt - I'm not
sure what - some kind of fanciful kick
start wheelie manoeuvre? - one foot
slipped and I toppled back into the slushy
peat soup with a splat.

By the time I'd dragged myself out
and got back on course, finishing was all I
could think of and I hung onto the bars
like a wet sheet. But a few miles later hav-
ing got my breath back I found myself rid-
ing blissfully alone across the hills follow-
ing the Castrol markers. I was doubtless
last but who cares, it was this feeling of
being truly in the wilds that gave Welsh
events their special flavour.

Coming to the bog next time round I
thought I'd be clever and try a firmer-
looking route to the left. I soon realised
why no one was going this way; the
ground was broken up and full of treach-
erous peat troughs and eventually the KLX
dived into one such trough about the size
of Surrey.

I must’ve been in there for hours, try-
ing to stand up, holding my breath and
diving down to try to find my bike. In the
end I eventually extracted the poor
machine but it was a further 40 minutes
of kicking and cursing before I could pro-
voke it back into life.

Coming back down the hill leading to

the starting area I lacked even the wit to
ride off the easy drop offs: instead I'd
brake hard at the last minute tipping
myself over the handlebars again and
again while formations of low-flying
Maicos on their sixth lap flew over the top
of me like a squadron of bombers.

The last lap was a lonesome fog of
agony and repeated prangs at the slightest
obstacle, and I finally dribbled into the
parking area just as everyone was packing
up and going home.

‘Oh there you are one-one-two’ said
the nice Welsh lady, ticking me off her list.
‘We were wondering what had happened
to you. By the way, is that your sleeping
bag by the fence?’

I pumped up my tyres and feeling like
I'd been run over by a stampede of yaks,
weaved wearily back to Aberystwyth to
find that a train strike had just begun.

‘London is it?” Said the station master
as he eyed my scruffy clothes, my muddy
hair, and my tattered sleeping bag. ‘I think
Shrewsbury (140 miles away) is the near-
est station that’s still operating, but you've
just missed the last train.’

Months later, with bruises healed and
the KLX long gone, a weighty packet
dropped onto my doormat. Inside was a
bronze medallion centred with an enam-
elled bike monowheeling majestically
across the sky. My name was stamped on
the reverse and as I thought hard to see if
I could remember even the slightest sec-
ond of monowheeling an accompanying
note dropped out of the packet. On one
side it stated ‘Finisher, Cwm Owen Enduro,
1980’ on the other was written by hand
‘we hope you enjoyed yourself - be sure to
apply early for next year’s event’.
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OLLUTION

The Resproe Bandit™ combines
a washable activated charcoal
cloth normally reserved for
bacterial and chemical warfare
protection with a scarf made
from 100% cotton. So... if you
want a total package of at least
six months protection against
urban pollution, call us now for
your nearest stockist .

S CAR

. 'heth flies

I Especially effective for those suffering from breathing probl such as;

, hay fever, or allergies.

INFORMATION LINE
o171 721 7300




