23891

TECH AD #4

Frront chamwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard

or Ultralite designs, they are precision
manufactured to retain

maximum strength,

with minimum weight.

rear chamwheels

Renthal rear chainwheels are precision
manufactured to extremely tight tolerances
from a special material developed to withstand
the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 70757651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%

the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable.
Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power
transfer and long-life.

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
in Hard Anodised finish, an integral surface
coating, which significantly increases

the hardness and wear resistance

of the chainwheel surface.

Renthal’s combination

of a very high strength

base material and

an exceptionally

hardwearing

surface result in

significantly increased

chainwheel life.

Final

drive kit
Renthal Final Drive Kits allow
you to buy your Renthal chain
and chainwheels all in one go.
You can mix and match to get

the exact combination of
Renthal products you require.

UK Distributors

B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
www.bandcexpress.co.uk

C.I. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000

VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS
West Midlands tel: 07836 519944

MICKEY OATES MOTORCYCLES
Scotland tel: 0141 332 7374
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ou’re holding the fattest ever issue of
YTBM - all 160 pages of it. That makes it
officially Britain’s biggest dirt bike maga-
zine (at least in the amount of reading there is).
We’ve been taking steps to improve the mag over
the past couple of months and the changes are
here to see. In this issue for instance, we have
no less than five columnists (the humorous
Chris Evans, the irrepressible Mark Williams,
the knowledgable Steve Plain, the unbeatable
David Knight and now the unknown Alex Hearn
- actually he’s the editor of Two Wheels Only - just
joking mate!). No other dirt bike magazine offers
a broader spectrum of opinions.
At the back of this copy you'll also find that
we’ve included a free 33-page supplement of
our new Trials Magazine so you can get a taste
of exactly what that publication would be like.
As many of you may be aware, our intention
was to produce a separate independent magazine
catering to the trials enthusiast. This was to be
aimed not just at competitive trials riders, but in

Si Melber
James Barnicoat TBM PO Box 9845
Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Chris Evans, Jonty
Edmunds, Alex Hearn, David Knight,
Jake Miller, Steve Plain, Mike Rapley, | 020 8840 4760/5066
John Sunter, Fabrice Tulane and
Mark Williams
camn “ason “0'5 ﬂle n03 3993
1359-0324
rmeust 01225786815

fact at anyone who had ever taken an interest in
ing or riding a trials bike - whether competi-
y, or just for fun. However, no sooner had
we announced our intentions of doing just that,
than two weeks later another much larger pub-
lisher announced that they were planning a rival
product - set to launch the week before ours and
undercutting us on price. They say that imitation
is the most sincere form of flattery. Personally I
reckon it smacks of a lack of original thinking.

Anyhow, the result of all this is that we've
decided to bring our project back ‘in-house’ and
to give it away absolutely free. And although the
supplement at the back of this mag represents
only a tiny fraction of the independent-thinking,
esoteric magazine we had originally planned -
we think you may like it all the same, especially
as it’s completely free. Don’t worry if you've
never been into trials, I can assure you that not
a single page of TBM has been harmed during
the making of this month'’s extra-thick issue,
and it's written very much in the TBM style so
it sits comfortably within the mag.

Our intentions are to run with it for the next
couple of months and then gauge the feedback
we get. If you guys like it, we'll continue to
include it in the back of TBM. But if you don't,
it’s history. So it's up to you. All feedback grate-
fully received at the usual TBM letters address
or via email (letters@trailbikemag.com).

One final thought - the 20p price rise was
already scheduled in for May and has got noth-
ing to do with the extra pages this month. Don’t
believe me? Nah, I didn’t think you would, but
here’s the proof. If you guys don't like the Trials
Mag supplement and we take it away again, the
price ain’t gonna’ go down...

S| MELBER

0207396 8000 Rowe The Printers
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HP SAUCE

BMW launch new 1200cc

With their new R1200GS best
suited to only occasional
off-road use, BMW have now
developed a more dirt-oriented
version of the best-selling Boxer
trailie - the HP2.

Clearly a very different
machine to the regular GS, the

_If you want to stand out from the
crowd; and er, everything else,
the HP2 is the'bike for you...

High Performance 2-cylinder,
to give it its full title, weighs
30kg less than the GS, with a
claimed wet weight of 195kg.
But the slimming-down is only
part of the story.

The new bike’s tubular space-
frame chassis comes with a Dakar

dirt bike..

pedigree, having been based
around that of the R900R rallye
bikes. Gone is the Telelever
front-end, replaced with a pair

of regular telescopic forks giving
270mm of travel. The Paralever
rear end is 30mm longer than
standard and is fitted with an
air-shock - a first on a production
machine. Although not a new
idea, air suspension is currently
gaining in popularity, as the
springless design allows a weight
saving over a conventional shock.

As if it wasn't powerful enough
already, the Boxer motor has
been tweaked to give an extra
7bhp (now pushing out a claimed
105bhp) though the torque
remains at 85lb-ft. Interestingly,
BMW decided that a single
305mm disc, matched to a four-
piston caliper, would provide
enough retardation for the 195
kilo/100+mph machine. We'll see.

Continuing BMW's tradition
of ‘challengingly-styled’ bikes,
the HP2 comes with angular un-
painted plastic panels and a
translucent 13L fuel tank, whilst
the traditional round headlight
is reminiscent of GSs.

The HP2 is the first machine
to be launched from the planned
HP High Performance Series,
and customer bikes are set to
arrive late this year. But don’t
expect them to be cheap - BMW
state that ‘the price of the
machines will be determined
by their outstanding range
of features; a much higher
level of product substance; and
comparatively small production
volume.’

In order to prove the bike’s
off-road credentials, BMW will
be entering HP2s in the infamous
Baja 500 and 1000 races. And of
course we'll give you our own
view on the HP just as soon as
we can get our hands on one...

GREEN DALES

The Yorkshire Dales National Park
Authority (YDNPA) has recently
agreed to talks with local councils
and green lane users in order to
come to some compromise regarding
the use of motorised vehicles across
the Dales.

The Authority has admitted in the
past that they want a total ban but
that’s unlikely to happen - so they've
realised that talks are the only way
forward. But with their minds
already made up, it's up to riders
to prove that a reasonable land use
compromise can work, even on the
most damage-prone tracks.

Off-Road Sport
Under Threat
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Answer the following multi-
ple-choice question and
complete the tie-breaker:
“The cor: way through
boggy terrain is...”
a - On flat grass avoiding
the bog altogether
b - On the track avoiding
TBM have teamed up with the bog completely
s Marketing to give c - Blez's route straight
away a Nexx X20 Pro through the middle of the
Spark helmet in red, size bog!
medium, worth £129.99. Tie-breaker: ‘Blez’s excuse
You'll find full details
of this brand new helmet
in Trick Bits (p but
in the meantime if you
want to win this one, take
a look at this picture which
was sent in to us by a ‘con-
cerned reader’ and which
features occasional TBM
contributor Paul ‘which

for getting stuck wa

Email your answer to
helmet@trailbikemag.com
or write to Helmet Comp,
TBM, PO Box 9845, London,
W13 9WP.

Last date for entries is
24 May 2005. Winner will
be chosen at random from
all correct entries received
and TBM's decision is final.
Now get to it...

way’ Blezard and his
long-suffering GS Beemer.

GIRL POWER

Calling all lady riders! Get yourself down to the
KTM Adventure Centre in Devon on Wednesday 15
June for a one-day female-only off-road training day.

It all takes place in a 30,000sq ft indoor arena and
the course is aimed at women with little or no
off-road experience who want to give dirt riding
a go, or improve their existing skills.

The day costs £189, which includes hire of a KTM
250EXC four-stroke, instruction from ACU accredit-
ed coaches, kit, equipment and lunch. For those that
want to stay, luxury on-site accommodation is also
available: £45.00 single, £35.00 twin (per person).

To book, call 01752 840 831 or for more info try
ktmadventuretours.co.uk.

ICE ICE BABY

was dragging the handle-
bars... Did I mention how
much fun those things
are? After about 50
passes, I finally chucked
it down the road because
the sidestand dug in and
lifted the rear wheel off
the ice.”

Nice one Joe...

Following on from our
‘Cold Play’ article in
March’s TBM, Joe Treen
from Canada sent us
another picture from

a recent outing. This

is what he had to say:
‘It was a great ride today.
Only about 0-degrees C
and sunny.

Beautiful! My

250 had leaking

fork seals, so

I didn’t take

it out. Rode

a little Honda

XR100 all day

instead. Here's

a pic one of the

boys took as I

TBM Dawn to Dusk

TBM is proud to announce that we will once again

be sponsoring the Dawn to Dusk 12hr enduro which
takes place nr Seven Sisters in South Wales on the ban

holiday weekend of 27 August. With an expected
entry of more than 500 riders, the TBM Dawn to Dusk
is one of the highlights of the off-road calendar.

For more info log onto the TBM website, where you'll
find a link to the D2D site, or try dawntodusk.co.uk.
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A LOAD OF
HOT AIR

Honda CRF250X owners may
be surprised to learn that the
optional Honda cooling fan
(part # 19000-KSC-000, fan
set/cooling), has recently
increased in price from under
£145 to a staggering £400.
Late last week a reader rang
the TBM office to inform us
that he’d been quoted more
than £400 for the kit which
comprises of just an electric
fan, a thermo-switch and a
few nuts and bolts. A quick
trawl of the web revealed
that earlier this year, a UK
Honda dealer was quoting
the same kit for less than
£150. When we checked the
price with them, they quoted
us the current price of £409.89
(inc VAT). And when we
enquired about the dramatic
price increase they said that
they’d “sold the first three
kits at the cheaper price’,

but when they came to ‘order
the fourth kit the price [from
Honda] had suddenly sky-
rocketed.” The dealer talked
to Honda about the reasons
for the price change and were
informed that this was now
the new price! So why the
sudden increase? Over to
you Mr Honda...

If you know of any
other good examples
of ridiculous spare
parts prices, contact
the TBM office via
info@trailbikemag.com

Thermo switch

MY FIRST BIKE

MIKE CARTER IS THE MAN BEHIND HUSKY
SPORT - THE UK'S HUSQVARNRA IMPORTER

y very first

bike was a
well secondhand
DOT (but Devoid
Of Trouble it was
not!). I can’t tell
you much about
this bike as it
generally didn’t
run for long eno-
ugh to find out!

So, for this

purpose we will
call my first bike
the 1968 Husq-
varna CR250
(and yes they were

called CRs before

Honda started making MX bikes)
that I bought secondhand in 1972.
£250 for an ex-Bryan Goss, well
used example. Lovely to ride,
great looking bike and pretty
reliable to boot. But Bryan Goss

I was not! As much as the desire
was there, my abilities at MX
were not a shadow of the great
man himself.

I rode the bike all that year and
part of 1973 in scrambles all over
the Southern and South West
Centres. Some wins at Junior level
were hard earned in those days
of £20.00 a week wages and two
jobs to keep oneself scrambling.
Yes, I was a sales rep selling tyres
by day and a bouncer at the Top
Rank in Southampton five nights
a week to pay for my hobby.

I don’t tell my kids I was a bounc-
er as they will expect me to look
like Warren Steele! [ex British
supermoto champion and a former
kick-boxing champion - ed]. Let
no-one tell you off-road is expen-
sive today - it was very expensive,
relative to people’s earnings back
in the Seventies.

In that time I used to go to
Bryan Leask Motors in Crawley
for spare parts and general infor-
mation from an excellent importer
/dealer who obviously passed on
his business-ethos to his son Perry
who was, and still is, one of the
nicest riders I have supported and
dealt with (six national champi-
onships riding for Husky Sport).

From the Husky I moved onto
a brand new KTM 250 for 1974
bought from Dennis Kelly in
Wimborne for the enormous sum
of £650.00. I can’t remember where
I got all that money from in those
days? But credit where it's due,
that was a fantastic bike then and
I had a trouble free year, and rode
lots of great meetings before join-
ing Kawasaki to work as a regional
sales manager - spoiling a great
hobby by turning it into work.

By the time Sunday came around
and you had worked with bikes

all week, the last thing you wanted
to do was race one at the weekend.

So what happened to the ‘68
Husky? Well, it was bought by
a customer I sold tyres to called
George Denham, for his nephew
to train on - a promising youngster
by the name of Graham Noyce.
Two legends rode that bike, but
alas I was not one of them.

I suppose my life with Husq-
varna went full circle when I
became the importer of the brand
in 1990 after the takeover of
Husqvarna by the then Cagiva
group. Nowadays I have plenty
of bikes - but no time to ride.

But, I have booked a day off
next week to go out on the new
Husky Trails day at Oxford, so
maybe I'll get the bug back and
make a full time return to enduro -
my first love in motorcycling.

Its all been a great pleasure. See
you out on the trails...

TEM 9




Places are now available
for up to six experienced
trail riders to take part
in a unique 10-day
expedition deep in the
Nevada wilderness in
July/ August 2005.
Covering approximately
1000 miles, the “off-
highway’ route will
combine historic
single/dual track trails,
providing a rallye-type

ride through forest,
desert, canyons, rivers
and mountains.

Suzuki DR-Z400s
and full truck support
are provided with
spares, fuel, radios etc,
but personal riding kit
is required. For more
info, contact Maurice
on maurice.lifetime@att-
global.net or call 01565
734008 or 07860 459925.
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MERLIN
MIX-UP

In the last issue of TBM we
featured the 2004 WEC revie
DVD but we forgot to mention

that the nice guys at Merlin

Books supplied us with ot

. To remind you then - the

The Price':'insu

- —

D\ D costs £16.99 - to get your
Y T4
» /

merlinbooks.con rovcH

Even though overall motorcycle the little Honda 125 still at the top length ahead of the ever-green
; ot . '/

last month, the off-road sectors / f|
is up another one-percent, with~ - ¢ i 5 MOTUL
month - almost as many as all VWA W O T B G o

hands on one, call Merlin on
abated with the disappearance $$$$$$ ﬂl“‘: ‘ 2 L
of the Beta Rev3, allowing HUSQUARNA HAFREN FOREST \ |\
Yamaha's DT125 to re-enter the ENDURO 200 5 Al
MOWI.
sales (registrations) have dipped of the tree with another 93 machines 450 Katosh. Complete figures
are still on track. i = Mom !
the beefy 1200 Beemer selling : . ) |
the other top five combined! HAWKSTONE PARK 30/31 JULY

01403 257626 or t1
race in fourth place only a bike-
slightly, down three-percent on sold. The trials craze has finally are as follows: @' | 7 ’ l
The Adventure Sport category
an incredible 380 extra units last "K wmm mm Gmn me 2% y% e A !
e
It's also all change lower down

the standings, with Honda’s
Transalp beating the Trumpet
into third place by just one unit.
Meanwhile, the Trail /Enduro
category is holding steady, with
10 TEM
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20-YEAR-OLD RUSSIE
RIDER JAKE STAPLETON
IS COMPETING RBORRD
A 250TM IN THIS YERR'S
BRAND NEW WEC JUNIOR
ALL-POWERS CLASS..

WHAT WRS THE FIRST ENDURO
BIKE YOU OWNED?

My first enduro bike was a 1999
KTM125. It was new and my dad
helped me out with getting it. It
was a really good first enduro bike
and the only KTM I've owned.

WHAT WRS YOUR

FIRST ENDURO?

A junior state championship race in
a place called Luee Station in NSW.
It was in 2001, I was 15 years old and
I rode it on my KTM125. The event
was kinda’ wet and my result wasn’t
that great - I think I was about
fourth. After racing motocross for
many years it was just great to get
so much riding in one day. I got
more and more involved in racing
enduros from that point onwards.

WHAT HAS BEEN THE

HARDEST ENDURO YOU

HAVE EVER RACED?

The last round of the World Enduro
Championship in Germany last year.
It was really difficult, especially

for me because I'd never ridden any-
thing like that before. There were so
many slippery climbs I must have
fallen off a hundred times on the
going. I think I finished in 12th and
14th in the 125c¢c class, which meant
that I got points, but it was mainly
because so many other riders record-
ed DNFs.

WHAT IS YOUR FRAVOURITE WHAT IS YOUR MOST

ENDURO? TRERSURED ENDURC MEMORY?
Probably the Australian four-day That would have to be the party after
enduro (A4DE). It’s the only event the race in Germany, the last round
that I've ridden three times. It takes of the 2004 WEC series. It was crazy.

place in a different area each year and  Thousands of people crammed into
it’s great. Last year’s event in Victoria  an old factory, all drinking beer and
was probably the best one I've ridden  eating sausages - I've never seen any-

so far, partly because I did well. thing like it. I had a great time and
I won the 125cc class and finished certainly won’t forget it in a hurry.
second overall. It was dry on the first
two days and then wet on day three WHICH BIKE HAVE YOU ENJOYED
before we had a really good moto- OWNING/RIDING THE MOST?
cross race on day four. I really liked my 125TM, which

I raced last year. It was really easy
WHICH RIDER HAS HAD to ride and a lot of fun. But I really
THE BIGGEST INFLUENCE like my 250 now as I've always rid-
ON YOUR CRREER? den pretty smooth so I like having
A rider called Damien Smith from more power.
back home in NSW. He lives pretty
close to where I live and has really WHAT IS YOUR PREFERRED
helped me as a rider. He has raced TERRAIN?
a couple of seasons of WEC and has Dusty, hard-pack, motocross style ter-
won three A4DE titles. Because he’d rain is where I seem to get my best
ridden in Europe he was able to help  results, like in Portugal this year
me prepare for coming over here. but I wouldn’t say it's my favourite.

Also, Stefan Merriman has been good I really enjoy racing in sand, but I'm
to me and has been giving me advice  not as comfortable in it as the stuff

lately about loads of different things. I grew up riding in back home.
WHAT DO YOU CONSIDER YOUR WHAT DOES ENDURD SPORT
BEST EVER PERFORMANCE? NEED MORE OF?

I guess that would be from the WEC I guess more publicity. Letting more
event in Portugal this year. On day people know what the sport is about
one I finished five seconds off win- and what it’s like would have to be
ning the Junior class and my test a good thing.

times were good enough for fifth

in the E2 class. Knowing that I could WHAT DOES ENDURO SPORT
have finished in amongst some of the ~NEED LESS OF?

biggest names in the sport was pretty ~ Mud!

cool.

WHAT DO YOU THINK THE
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR MOST SPORT OF ENDURO WILL BE
DISAPPOINTING RESULT? LIKE IN FIVE YEARS TIME?
So far I've not had any results that If the WEC keeps heading the way it
have been too bad, not in events is we could have some pretty interest-
that really matter. I had a bad day ing events, with much more public
at the second round of the NSW awareness of what we're doing.
sprint series a few years back, I think that we'll start to struggle to
which was disappointing at the time hold onto some of the places we ride,
because I had won the first round. no matter where we are in the world.
WHAT HAS BEEN YOUR WHAT MORE DO YOU WRANT
BIGGEST CRASH? TO ACHEVE IN ENDUROS?
I've been pretty lucky and haven't I'd like to be world champion, that's
crashed too heavily in the last few my ultimate goal. For now I'd like to
seasons. I did a lot of crashing when win the Junior World Championship
I was younger though. My top front class. Both are going to be difficult
teeth are all capped because I but I'll keep working hard.

smashed them when I raced 80cc

bikes. I also broke my wrist but
I’ve not had too many injuries, ;
or crashes since, thankfully.
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Hard on the heels of their recent response to
the consultation document ’Mechanically Propelled
Vehicies on Rights of Way’ (MPV/RaW]), The
Government’s Department for Environment, Food
and Rural Affairs (DEFRA) has dealt another,
putentlalll_.l even more deadly blow to dirtbike

. Mark Williams investigates...

latest decision to ban farmers from claiming
land subsidies if they allow their land to be
used for motorsport is the latest in a long line
of anti-bike measures from a Government
which panders to an urban elite, or just
another example of DEFRA’s lack of
understanding of the rural economy.
As its name suggests, the rather
innocuously named Single Payment
Scheme (SPS) replaces a variety of
subsidy arrangements for farmers
and landowners with a lump sum
covering all agricultural and
set-aside activities and, as such
is broadly welcomed by the
farming industry. However
claiming core EU legislation
as its motive, DEFRA has
just announced it will not
make payments on any
~  land used for commercial
: activities that take place
for more than 28 days
each year, including clay
pigeon shooting, car
boot sales and country
shows. And they will
not make payments
if ANY motor sport
activity takes place on
such land, even if it’s

I t's difficult to know whether DEFRA’s

only once or twice a year.

Under the old rules,
farmers were permitted to
use their land for certain
non-agricultural activities -
including of course motor sport
events - for up to 28 days per
years without jeopardising their
existing subsidies. So with the
prospect of large sums of money
being denied them, farmers will not
be willing to hire out their land for
all but the most lucrative major events,
and the implications of this are clear:
no more motorcycle trials, MX, hare and
hounds or enduros that take place partially
or totally on agricultural land. According to
ACU chief executive, Neil Hellings, this ‘is
absolutely devastating, and taking into account
our own events and those run by smaller bodies
such as the AMCA, this will affect some 7,000
meetings per year.’

Gone to the Wall

At a stroke many thousands of sporting motor-
cyclists will thus be denied their legitimate
recreational pursuit, dozens if not hundreds of
specialist dealers may be forced out of business
and several smaller
importers could go to
the wall. And these
are not proposals or
consultation issues

’Many thousands of sporting
motorcyclists will be denied their °f courseanawful
legitimate recreational pursuit,

Indeed DEFRA
spokesman Adam Sims was almost
overly keen to point out that ‘These rules will
be reviewed at the end of 2005 in the light of
experience, and in discussion with stakeholder
representatives.’
By which time

lot of damage could
have been done, and

as was the case with dozens if not hundreds of specialist could continue to be

MPV /RoW, but
regulations handed
down by a single
government
department without
any reference to those they affect.

Typifying the rock-and-a-hard-place dilemma
of many landowners sympathetic to motorcycle
sport, Hertfordshire farmer Richard Bott told
TBM that he would ‘probably have to cancel the
three events I run on my land.” This includes the
Benington Enduro, plus a couple of local trials,
“which bring in about £1200 in all. But I can’t
justify these events if I'm to lose an SPS payment
of some £4000 for the 40 acres involved.’

In some areas where this new ruling will have
a very real impact, local branches of the National
Farmers Union (NFU) are campaigning to have
DEFRA rescind this element of the SPS require-
ments (see below), and as Richard Bott noted ‘the
Department have a habit of making ill-advised
policy announcements, withdrawing them when
pressured by farmers and then re-announcing
them in modified form.’

dealers may be forced out of
business and several smaller
importers could go to the wall...’

done whilst any
re-drafting of the
SPS rules is under-
taken. And in any
case ‘stakeholder
representatives’ is political gobbledygook for
vested interests which as far as dirtbiking is
concerned increasingly means affluent urban
refugees who have little time for the give and
take which once characterised rural life... as the
recent ban on hunting with dogs demonstrated.

DEFRA’s Deceit
Sims repeatedly claimed that DEFRA is only
implementing legislation as set out by the EU
as ‘interpreted’ by the ministry’s legal experts.
However, because I really know how to enjoy
myself, I trawled through the snappily named
EU Council Regulation 1782-2003, but could find
no mention whatsoever of ‘motor sport’. Indeed
under Article 44(2) the definition of what SPS
payments will be made for is as follows:
““Eligible hectare” shall mean any agricultural
area of the holding taken up by arable land and

TEBM 1S




permanent
pasture except
areas under permanent
crops, forests or used for
non-agricultural activities.”

So it is quite clear that DEFRA has in fact
arbitrarily chosen to exempt some “non-agricul-
tural’ activities from SPS eligibility, but not
motorsport. When pushed, Mr Sims claimed that
this was on ‘environmental grounds’, which is a
bit rich when such things as car boot sales, clay
pigeon shoots and, in particular, equestrian
events generate as much or even more topsoil
damage, noise and/ or vehicle exhaust pollution
as, say, a motorcycle trial.

Clearly no-one involved in off-road motorcycle
sport is going to take this lying down and the
MotorCycle Industries Association (MCIA),
whose members stand to lose considerably from
the SPS rules, issued the following statement:

‘We are surprised by the sentiment and timing
of the DEFRA rules. It appears to contradict the
efforts of many within the “off-road” sector as
well as a number of government intentions.

‘It is logical that (as a consequence of these
* measures) we will see a significant increase in
B TEM

“motorcycle trespass” and we
can only hope that since this has
effectively been forced upon our
public by the government, the
government will not use it as

a stick to beat us with.’

More Pressure on
Green Lanes
What the MCIA refers to is of
course the likelihood that many
frustrated MX and enduro riders
~  will start riding on byways or,
worse, still, tracks that are not
legally open to vehicles - possibly
on untaxed, unregistered bikes - thus
exacerbating the problems that led min-
ister Alun Michael and his officials to
draft the ‘'MPV /RoW’ proposals of which
we are all so bitterly aware. Ironically, with
their “time limited” working parties and ini-
tiatives to promote and police responsible
trailriding, LARA and the TRF have had some
success in quietly persuading Michael behind
the scenes to tone down his proposals... good
work that could soon be blown apart.

It therefore seems incredible that the two arms
of DEFRA - agriculture and environment - did
not consult one another over this issue, but the
ACU'’s Neil Hellings dismisses the deeply cynical
view that forcing thousands more motorcyclists
onto green lanes would strengthen Michael’s case
for clamping down further on trailriding. ‘I do
not believe that there is a conspiracy against
motorcyclists,” he says, ‘and heaven forbid if I'm
wrong. But if you take into account that nearly
half the sporting events in the car world are also
going to be affected by this, the consequences are
going to be felt far beyond RoW users. From my
dealings with them so far, I genuinely think that
no-one in the agricultural side of DEFRA had any
idea of the popularity of off-road motorsport.”

And DEFRA’s spokesman, Adam Sims rather
brazenly acknowledged that ‘when making its
decision (we) did not consider the issue of which
areas of land, such as “green lanes”, that motor
bikes might decide to use.’

TREF (and ex-ACU) Chairman Geoff Wilson
doesn’t care one way or the other, saying simply
that ‘it has to be resolved for the sake of all
concerned. For we can be sure that at a time of
an election the one place where blame won't
find a home, even if blame there is, is with the
government!” But he adds, ‘for years motorcycle
competition bodies thought that the best policy
was to keep their corporate heads below the
parapet so that maybe their activities could
go on largely unregulated. It was a process of

-
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appeasement with an
unsound foundation.
Whilst the TRF sought to
establish a firm legal basis
for recreational motor-
cycling on green lanes,
elements of the motorcycle
sport fraternity cautioned
the TRF for upsetting
landowners across whose
land trails ran and relied
on access by permission
rather than access by right.’

’It is logical that (as a
consequence of these

measures) we will see a

significant increase in

” y to the 14 days (for racing)

motorcycle trespass’ and and 28 days (for trials) per
we can only hope that since annum exemptions that

this has effectively been existed under the old CAP

subsidy regime.
forced upon the public by ‘They are legally obliged

the government, the govern- to respond within 14 days,’
ment will not use it as a explained Kind, ‘and if they

don’t we have informed
stick to beat us with...’ them that woll secka

judicial review, which

counsel have suggested will go in our favour.’

However if it comes to that, the earliest possi-
ble high court hearing would be in late June, by
which time a vast number of sporting events will
have been cancelled, and as several delegates at
the meeting acknowledged, if you lose a venue
once, you've probably lost it forever. But the cost
of seeking a judicial review could be as much
as £60,000, even more than the TRF is facing in
the case of the ‘Preshute 12’ footpath case (see
TBM114), and LARA, the ACU and MCIA are

LARA's lawyers issued a
‘Pre-Action Protocol’ to
DEFRA informing them
of this and proposing as
a solution that they revert

Chickens
Come Home
‘Now it's come home to roost,” continued Wilson.
“When your head is below the parapet, no-one
knows you're there, and the chances are you'll
be run over anyway... without anybody noticing.
Now is the time for the ACU and others to take
the stand that they should have taken long ago
and challenge this ruling.’

So what exactly are the relevant organisations
doing to try and reverse this ruling? Hellings
himself is furiously lobbying Sport England
‘who also weren’t consulted on this, but their
CEQ is now on board’, as well as trying to already talking seriously about
arrange meetings with Sports and Tourism launching a fighting
Minister Richard Caborn and Larry Whitty, the fund.
Minister of Agriculture. ‘But with the election
campaign in progress, this is proving difficult.”
Indeed calls to Margaret Beckett’s office at
DEFRA, even by MPs favourable to motorsport,
have so far met with a resounding silence.
Lower down the food chain the department’s 3
civil servants strongly deny that the timing &
of the announcement was a crude ploy
to divert attention from it... rather in
the manner the MPV/RoW consulta-
tion paper was released immedi-
ately prior to Christmas 2003.

But at a meeting of the
MCIA and ACU'’s Off-Road
Motorcycle Group on April
14th, LARA representative
Alan Kind announced
that his organisation
had mounted a legal
challenge to the
DEFRA ruling on
the basis that it
‘wrongly applied
the EU rules.’ i

Having
already taken
counsel’s
advice,

W
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Armageddon Date

Meanwhile farmers have to make their applica-
tions for SPS Payments by May 14th, which must
include details of any land they plan to use for
non-eligible activities, and already the list of
casualties is mounting. One representatives at
the meeting noted that five out of seven grass-
track meetings his group had planned for April
alone had already been lost, and the second
round of the Fast Eddy championship due at
Donington Park on 24 April has also been pulled.
Expect plenty more such announcements by the
time you read this, and of course any landowners
who choose to stick with motorsport events will
massively increase the charges they make to
promoters, costs that will have to be passed

onto entrants and spectators.

And as if to foster a siege mentality, during
the course of the ACU/MCI meeting Helling
received a copy of a fax sent to all tenant farmers
in the Duchy of Cornwall (prop HRH Prince
Chuck) that there was to be no more motorsport
on their land.

To my claim that some NFU executives are
sympathetic towards motorsport, Hellings
countered that, ‘unfortunately many farmers are
sick and tired of illicit riding across their land, so
B TEM

whilst they may be supportive of their members
in not wanting to be obstructive to responsible
activity, far more gets published by the NFU

in respect of illegal riding than does about the
commercial and community benefits of motor-
sport.” Plus, bearing in mind the current barrage
of EU regulations they’re having to shoulder, the
rights and wrongs of a DEFRA ruling on motor-
cycle sport ‘is very small beer indeed.’

The AMCA'’s Ken Wynstanley, a retired farmer
himself, added that generally speaking, ‘farmers
traditionally go along with the NFU party line,
and farmers are a very traditional lot.”

And although the DEFRA rules state, and their

spokesman Adam Sims wished to emphasise,
that SPS payments will only be refused on the
‘land actually used for motor sport activities,’
according to Hellings many farmers believe that
this is the thin end of the wedge ‘and that they
will eventually lose all of their subsidy.’

What happens in the next few weeks will be
crucial to the off-road sporting calendar for the
remainder of 2005, never mind the longer term.
But TBM readers directly or indirectly affected
by this situation - and that could eventually
include all of us - can take action. The ACU is

advising its members to encourage farmers affect-

ed by DEFRA’s ruling to lobby their local NFU
representatives about its inequities, and one
delegate went as far as to suggest that in areas
where there are marginal Labour seats, ACU and
AMCA-affiliated clubs make it clear to their local

MP that they will not get the motorcyclists” votes.

The trouble is would a new Conservative
government be any less hostile to recreational
off-road motorcycling than a Labour one, and
could the Lib-Dems, the only party whose MPs
actively support dirtbiking, actually benefit from
any such protests? Only time will tell...

Draconian Deal

Govt introduce new, EU-based rules with
no warning or consultation, stating that
henceforth there’ll be...

@ No subsidies for farmers allowing
motorsport on their land, leading to...

@® The end of moto-cross, trials, hare 'n’
hounds enduro etc, except on private,
expensive, purpose-built sites, prompting...
@ An inevitable increase in illegal off-road
riding, our only hope remaining with...

@ Crippingly costly court cases, with no
guarantee of success...

{
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Life’s a Drag
Dear Steve

I recently purchased a secondhand 2002
Gas Gas EC250 and love it to bits.
However, the one slight niggle is that
the clutch is dragging. Having stalled,
the bike won't start in gear with the
clutch in and also when it’s hot (such
as after pulling itself out of two feet of
snow) it stalls at low revs. I've adjusted
the clutch lever but it’s had little effect.
Please help.

James Vinter
Via email

[ trust you're using light gear oil in the
gearbox. If not, then you should be.
Otherwise, it’s time to break out the
tools, James. Take the clutch apart and
ensure that the metal clutch plates
aren’t distorted. Simply lay them on a
dead flat surface to check, and if they
are warped then you'll need some new
ones. Take a look at the clutch basket -
if it’s been heavily grooved by the
plates then this can cause the clutch

to drag. It's possible to rub down the
grooves, but if it's heavy wear then

SIMPLE

HAVING R SPOT OF TECHNICAL TROUBLE
WELL MAYBE TBM CAN HELP. OUR RESIDEN
STEVE PLAN, IS ON HAND TO HELP WITH YOUR »
MALADIES. SIMPLY SEND IN YOUR QUERY TO US VIR
tech@trailbikemag.com RALTERNATIVELY, YOU CAN SUBMIT
QUESTION VIR OUR WEBSITE, TRAILBIKEMAG.COM. ENCLOSE YO
FULL NAME AND RDDRESS BECAUSE THE BEST SUBMISSION
WINS A PAIR OF MICHELIN RCI0 RORD-LEGAL MX TYRES.

YOUR DIRTB

ECHRANICHL

How do you cure a
dragging dutch on a Gas Gas EC250?

you may want a new basket. And you’ll
also need to check that the clutch centre
nut isn’t too tight as this can cause the
clutch hub and the basket to bind. Use
a torque wrench to check that it’s as per
the manual. My guess is that you'll find
something wrong in one of these areas.

When refitting, don’t forget a new
gasket on the clutch cover, and refill
the gearbox with light gear oil.

While you're in the garage working
on your Gasser, James, you can also fit
the new Michelins AC10s you’ve won
for the best tech question..!

TECHNICAL GURL

Bar Hopping
Dear Steve

I've bought an Akrapovic tail pipe for my
2005 Yamaha WR450F, but now the bike
backfires when you shut the throttle. Also
when I require the bike to respond to a
quick burst of throttle for a drop-off or
taking off the lip of a jump the bike dies.
This can be pretty frightening when you
nearly go over the bars because the
wheel’s dropped into what you wanted

it to clear. Please help... before I need
medical help!

Matthew Reed
Via email

Matthew, assuming that the carb jetting
is standard, Id be inclined to check the
accelerator pump. To do this you'll need
to disconnect the rear sub-frame and
remove the air boot from the carb. Look
into the carb, twist the throttle and check
fuel is being squirted from the accelerator
pump. If it isn’t, then you'll need to
remove the carb and give it a good clean.
Otherwise check for leaks on the exhaust
and emission pipes, and try isolating the
emission pipe if the problem persists.

Spinning Around
Dear Steve

The allen bolt drain-plug at the bottom of my
450EXC’s crankcase has rounded off. How do I get
it out in order to clean the filter and drain the oil?

Stuart Lawrence
Via email

Sadly, Stuart, your predicament serves as a lesson to
all KTM owners out there. The drain-plug is quite
‘soft’ and therefore you should never tighten it more
than is strictly necessary. It's imperative that you
don’t allow key fasteners to become worn (you can
always buy spares) and never use ill-fitting tools.
With the KTM sump-plug you should always clean
it out thoroughly before you insert the allen key, and
ensure that the ‘key is well seated before you exert
any pressure.

Right then, so what can you do? Well, first off I'd
try tapping in an imperial allen key which is slightly
larger than the original fitting. This should give you
the purchase you need. Other, slightly more drastic
measures include drilling into the plug and using a
stud extractor to twist it out (as the Ed did when the
same thing happened on his ‘Berg). Or, at a push,
you may be able to find someone who'll weld a nut
to the plug and then you can simply use a spanner
to turn it. It goes without saying that you should
exercise caution whichever approach you take!
Good luck...

Don't overtighten the
sump-plug nut on
your KTM...

PLAIN IS BOTH AN EX-CHAMPIONSHIP CLASS ENDURO

R AND EX~-WEC MECHMANIC, HAVING SPANNERED FOR FOUR-
TIME WORLD CHAMPION PRUL EDMONDSON AMONGST OTHERS.
NOW RETIRED FROM TOP-LEVEL COMPETITION, HE RUNS STEVE
PLAIN MOTORCYCLES (01597 825817) IN LLANDRINDOD WELLS
AND IS A RESPECTED RUTHORITY ON DIRTBIKE MRAINTENRANCE.

Take a Brake

Dear Steve

The front brake caliper on my 1995 DR350S is well
past its best. Is there another Suzuki model that
shares the same caliper, as DR bits in breakers seems
as rare as hens’ teeth?

Andy Norton
Via email

Sadly, Andy, I don’t know of any calipers which’ll
bolt straight on, other than the original obviously.
To see if a caliper from another model will fit then
you're best off asking a clued-up Suzuki dealer, such
as Taylor Racing (01249 657575). Otherwise, use the
internet for breaker’s websites as I'm sure you’ll find
someone with DR parts. There are also internet and
telephone parts-search services where breakers
phone you if they’ve got the part you're after. But do
you really need a whole new caliper? Could you not
simply fit new pistons and seals?

Go with the Flow
Dear Steve

I'm having a problem with coolant loss on my mkIl
CRM250. After topping up the radiators and going
for a ride, the coolant flows into the overflow tank
(which I think is in the wrong position, behind the
left-hand side panel), which then overflows onto
TEM 21
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the swingarm, chain, and tyre. Then when it's cooled
the level in the radiator has dropped by about half

a cup-full. Could this be the head gasket leaking
slightly and pressurizing the cooling system?

Owen Coyle
Via email

Hmmm, it certainly sounds like a head gasket prob-
lem Owen, and that’s probably the best place to start
looking for the fault. Purchase a new cylinder head
gasket, drain down the system and then remove the
cylinder head and check the gasket for obvious signs
of failure. Then re-assemble using the new gasket
and be sure to torque the head down to the correct
settings and in the correct order (you can find these
in the owner’s manual or by checking with a dealer).
By the way, it’s not unknown for CRMs to blow their
waterpump seals though in this case it’s unlikely to
be the cause of your problem... Good luck...

3 = What are the
options..?

Cut the Ice
Hi Steve

I ride a 2004 KTM 200EXC and love it. But every
time we go out in the cold the bike suffers from carb
icing, fuel consumption drops as if I have a fuel leak,
and I have to keep the throttle nailed just to keep
the thing running. Do you have any tips on
prevention or cure?

Jonathan Airey
Via email

Move somewhere warm and sunny, that'll sort it..!
Only kidding, Jonathan. First off, use decent petrol
as this can certainly make a difference. Try a well-
22 TBM

known brand rather than filling up down at your
local supermarket. Then you need to keep your carb
nice and snug. Get hold of some bubble-wrap and
wrap it around the carb, ensuring that it doesn’t
catch on any cables etc. Also make a deflector plate
out of some plastic and mount it from the left side of
the barrel back towards the carb. This should deflect
the cold air away and allow the warm air from the
engine to reach the carb.

Another mod that you can employ when riding
in extreme cold (though carb icing most often occurs
just above freezing), is to tape up part of your bike’s
rads to ensure that it gets up to temperature quickly
and doesn’t run too cold (especially important on
two-stroke machines to prevent ‘cold seizing’). It's
simple to do, and can be removed in seconds if your
bike starts getting too hot.

On the Rim
Dear Steve

I was wondering if you could give me some advice
on tyre fitting. I know top enduro riders only take
minutes to change a tyre, but it can take me hours!
As there seem to be few dirtbike tyre retailers who
also fit tyres, I was thinking about investing in one
of the tyre changing ‘devices’ I've seen advertised.
Are they worth the 50 quid asking price? Also, is
there an easy way to protect the wheel rim from
damage when using HD tyre levers? Any help
would be much appreciated.

Neil Clarke
Via email

Neil, there is so much to be written on tyre changing
that it could easily fill the entire tech column, twice
over! If you send your home address to the ‘tech’
email then I'll post you out a booklet on how to
change tyres. Tyre changing “devices’ can be a great
help, especially when fitting mousses, and they
make it much easier to ‘break’ the bead of the tyre.
Just make sure that you get a quality product. Lastly,
if you're concerned about your rims then plastic rim
protectors are available through dirt bike dealers,
and they’re good ‘n’ cheap too.

TBM reserve the right to edit any technical query

ted to the of a query
will not guarantee inclusion within the magazine
or a response. TBM do not take any responsibility
for (and will NOT be held liable for) the accuracy of
technical advice provided, nor will we be held liable
for any c e or arising from
following such advice. All technical advice is acted
upon at the sole risk of the person(s) carrying out
such advice. Don’t say we didn’t warn you..!
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TALKING

24 TBEeM

ince I last wrote it has been busy, busy,
busy - ‘plus ca change’ as the French
would say. First up was my inaugural
trail ride of the season in the Morvan
and for once I was supremely lucky
with the weather. At every café

or hotel where we stopped, I was
greeted with the same refrain; ‘Oh
Monsieur Chris, what luck you have.
For the last three days everything has

CHRIS EVANS IS IN [
REFLECTIVE MOOD...

been blocked by snow.’ In fact, right
up high there were still a few sunken
tracks where deep drifts remained,
but they only ever involved a couple
of metres of pushing and shoving
and we managed to complete the
route without major incident - phew.
After that I dashed back to Blighty,
loaded up Patsy Quick’s van with
my supermoto bike (for blatting
around Paris on this summer) and
then headed back to France with her
and Clive Town for a quick run thro-
ugh my Lozere route, in preparation
for three back-to-back trips I will be
running in a couple of days’ time.
Although a bit of a holiday for me,
and a chance for Pats and Zippy
to stretch their ‘bike legs’ after their
Dakar diversion, I also wanted to see
if all the tracks were rideable and tidy
up the road book a smidgen - make
sure the distances were spot on, etc.
Before we could ride however there
was a spot of emergency maintenance
to be carried out to my faithful 450
EXC - a task Zippy and Pats tackled
with gusto, and a fair amount of
snorting derision, while I looked

DIRTY

on in embarrassed silence. Although
only one year old, she already has
9000kms on her and has received
precious little in the way of love and
care, apart from having her tappets
adjusted at my favourite Parisian bike
shop - Challenge 75 - and monoto-
nously regular oil changes. First job
to be tackled was replacing the plastic
chain-guide around the swinging arm
spindle, and when Zip had finally got
the worn bolts off, the full extent of
the damage could be seen - two large
grooves where the chain had rubbed
through the metal. I suppose that
would explain why water poured out
every time I took the chain adjuster |
bolts out! After that it was just a case
of replacing the rear wheel bearings,
the two ally wheel spacers with some

trick looking ones from Enduro F‘
Engineering, changing the rear tyre
and chucking in some brake pads.

I'd like to say that at the end of it

all she was as good as new, but sadly
that would be lying. Let’s just say
she was ready to tackle three days

of intensive trail riding.

And guess what, when we finally
got out there we discovered a few
tracks right up high still rendered
impassable by snowdrifts. What is
it with me and snow this year? The
difference of course was that instead
of stressing about whether my
punters would be able to get through,
we all laughed like drains as we got
stuck up to our mudguards and then
refused to help pull each other out.
Oh, what it is to have friends.

Despite being forced to miss out
a couple of kilometres which we just
didn’t have the strength to drag our
bikes through, we managed to cover

"W MOTORCYCLES WEREN'T
SOMEHOW INVOLVED IN
ERARNING MY ODRILY CRUST
I WOULD STRUGGLE TO
SIMPLY GET OUT OF BED
IN THE MORNING...

virtually the entire route and make all the
necessary changes to the roadbook. And as

an added bonus I even persuaded Pats and
Zippy to change my front mousse and tyre
and drop the oil out before we all jumped back
in the van - and headed in the direction of
Clermont Ferrand. And while they continued
back to the UK, I caught a plane bound for
Nice and the start of the Tunisie Rallye.

Just like last year there were no Brit entries
in either the car or bike categories, which
I suppose proves (if nothing else) that sacking
me as their UK correspondent 18 months ago
hasn’t made all that much difference - gloat,
gloat! In general the bike entry was down
in numbers this year, not least among the high
echelons of the class where the lack of a serious
rival made Cyril Despres’ victory look almost
embarrassingly easy. Quite why there was such
a reduced turnout remains something of a mys-
tery, especially as all the signs are that the 2006
Dakar will be as full up as it was this year.

One possibility, alluded to by the French
national daily sports paper L'Equipe, is the
recent emergence of a number of new more
‘exotic” bike events. The Spanish Repsol team
for example had opted to give it a miss to
compete in the Argentinean Los Pampas Rallye,
held just a few weeks previously, while there
was talk during the Optic of new races to be
held in Mexico, Brazil and even China.

I'd like to be able to say that after such a hec-
tic four weeks I will be enjoying a bit of well
earned rest and recuperation, but sadly that
won't be the case. After the three previously
mentioned Lozere trips, Ill just have time
to squeeze in a Morvan tour before heading
back to North Africa for the Moroccan Rallye.
It is a complete mystery how somebody as lazy
as my good self manages to fill their time up
so completely. I suspect the answer is that
if motorcycles weren’t somehow involved in
earning my daily crust I would struggle simply
to get out of bed in the morning...
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« Three days riding in the foothills
of the French Pyrenees.
« Fantastic riding guaranteed.
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COMPLETELY

MAERK WILLIRAMS

evotees of the TBM letters pages may’ve
noted in the last issue Danny Taylor’s
waspish reference to my appearance in

a less than worthy television docudrama.
But as there is only room for one Smart
Alec in this mighty organ I should add
that the experience, however ill-advised
at the time, at least stood me in good
stead for the burgeoning career I am
now enjoying as an off-road TV celebrity,

MARIKK WILLIAMS SPINS [
'WEB' OF INTRIGUE...

something I fear may elude the
aforementioned Mr Taylor. Yes, I am
now available for supermarket openings,
political endorsements and currently
negotiating with several leading dirtbike
manufacturers to produce a signature
‘Mark Williams Edition” knobbly-tyred
moped.

For in this overloaded media world,
such is the ease with which humble
scribblers, scoundrels and indeed anyone
who isn’t a complete half-wit (and even
a few who are) can achieve their ‘fifteen
minutes of fame’ that I had a second shot
at stardom just last month. Well stardom
is actually stronging it a bit, but by the
time you read this BBC1 viewers may’ve
been alarmed to witness a wild-haired
and sweaty ‘yrs trly” arguing passionately
for fair treatment of we trailriders by the
government and general public alike.

Prompted by the dreaded “MPV on
RoW’ legislation, the occasion was a short
BBC news feature. This featured a sting
operation mounted by Gwent police,
leading to the arrest of several blokes
riding dubiously legal machinery on
patently illegal terrain. My role in all this,

RUTTED

and that of a couple of other TRF riders
including PR Officer and renowned
Williams critic, Ian Packer, was to present
the alternative and acceptable face of
Welsh trailriding. And after lengthy
e-mail exchanges I'd persuaded the

BBC people to film us riding on the

Gap Road just south of Brecon, not least
because due to woeful lack of council
maintenance, the byway is only open

to vehicles for two months of the year,
and March happened to be one of them.

This gave me the opportunity to
explain to the interviewer that until
relatively recently this old drovers’ road
was easily negotiable by vehicles (patches
of tarmac are still visible in places), that
just like any other ‘road” the council have
a duty to maintain it, that responsible use
of road legal trailbikes causes damn-all
damage to such tracks but that if they’re
only open for short periods, they will
then attract heavy usage - especially by
large groups of two- and four-wheeled
vehicles which will almost inevitably
cause irritation to other users and be
far more likely to degrade the surface
than if trafficked in small numbers less
frequently throughout the year.

This pontification took place after
myself, Mr Packer and my mate Roy were
filmed bimbling along the southernmost
section of the Gap and negotiating the
extremely steep 'n’ slippery ravine across
which the Army had blown-up a bridge
many years ago, something we achieved
with, ahem, varying degrees of compe-
tence and grace.

At the time of scribbling I have yet
to see the resultant footage, but cynic
though I am I reckon the BBC crew gave
our cause a decently objective crack of
the whip and, if nothing else, showed the

'LOCAL POLITICIANS RRE GUILTIER THRAN MOST
OF COWERING BEHIND THEIR E-MRAIL RDDRESSES
AND, FOR THRT MATTER, THEIR VOICEMRAILS,
WHEN CONFRONTED BY R DUBIOUS DECISION
TO SLAP A TRO ON A BYWRY..'

sort of raw, majestic countryside that trailriding
allows us to enjoy. At least for the moment.

But of course in a television environment where
zillions of content-hungry channels vie for public
attention, this little news item will've had little
impact in the grand scheme of things. Nowadays
many of us are too busy dealing with other types
of media to even watch the box anyway. Which sort-
of prompts the question, how many of you are all
webbed up, then? And no, I'm not talking about the
spiders that have been busy shrouding your precious
dirtbikes in your garages during the winter recess
(pansies, the lot of you), but the world wide web,
the digital highway that was supposed to liberate
us all from the draconian grip of vested interests
and malign information management.

I was quite surprised to find that more than half
the members of our local TRF group don’t in fact
have e-mail addresses, which of course makes the
time and cost of communicating, especially with
those who can’t regularly attend meetings, more
onerous than it might otherwise be. And as I
thought about this I realised that I had my first e-
mail account almost exactly ten years ago, which
makes me a mature user in more senses than one.

However as I currently wrestle with the extra
cost and complexity of buying broadband, I view
the internet in its various forms with mixed feelings,
especially when it comes to all things off-road.
Generally speaking e-mail is a boon because its
saves the time and cost of other forms of contact
and used properly, gets straight to the point. But of
course as a recipient you're routinely faced with a
mailbox full of spam and irritatingly irrelevant or
partial responses to queries you’ve made, responses
that could actually have been properly sorted during
a two minute phone call.

There is also the temptation to ‘hide behind
e-mails’ the fact that one can’t or doesn’t want to deal
with whatever it is someone’s on about, and in my
regular dealings with RoW issues, both locally and
on TBM'’s behalf, nationally, this is often the case.
Local politicians who, I would suggest, are local

politicians because they couldn’t cut it as national
politicians, are guiltier than most of cowering behind
their e-mail addresses and, for that matter, their
voicemails when confronted by a dubious decision
to slap a TRO on a byway, especially when they’ve
done so without consulting the interested parties...
other than, of course, the landowners through
whose territory it passes. In some cases I've been
sufficiently incensed by such wilful indolence that
I've resorted to good old snail-mail which usually
obliges the politician or civil servant (note that word
‘servant’, because we damn well pay their wages)
to reply within 28 days or suffer the statutory
consequences. But that's no way to achieve things
in a hurry.

With my journalistic hat on and in the case of
national issues, trying to get a straight answer out
of DEFRA or the DT involves endless e-mails and
phone calls plus much time on government websites
and being held in phone queues trying to find out
exactly who is responsible for giving you what
invariably turns out not to be a straight answer,
thus triggering the whole process all over again.

For example the piece elsewhere in this issue about
the likely effects DEFRA’s new edicts on the Non-
Agricultural Use of Land will have on motorcycle
sport took almost two full days of harrying civil
servants and minister’s spokesmen to stitch together,
when a simple ‘Actually all we're trying to do is stop
people enjoying themselves’ would've been quicker,
easier and more honest to utter from the outset.

Not that this will concern most of you because
you’ll have doubtless found the web invaluable for
buying off-road bikes and bits, entering enduros,
booking trailriding holidays and, most importantly,
luxuriating in the joys of the TBM website. But if
and when the jig’s finally up and the government
have effectively banned us from the countryside on
anything more dangerous than a space-hopper, at
least we’ll have more time to spend building our
own websites and starring in our own little web-
cam docudramas that no-one will bother to watch
or care about. Except, perhaps, Mr Taylor of course...
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ALEX HEMRRN

h? A regular column in TBM?
Me? Err, let me think about it..."
Putting the phone gently down
to his Melberness I stared at the
receiver for about 30 seconds.
Hmmm. My initial reaction

of genuine surprise didn’t last
long efore my ego started
quietly purring. How flattering!

'NEW TBM COLUMNIST M[AND
BIKE JOURNO ALEX HERRN

HAS BEEN WELL RAND
TRULY BITTEN BY THE
DESERT RACING BUG...

My day job (in publishing)
consists mainly of reading other
peoples’ copy, managing a dis-
parate band of very individual
individuals (something much
akin to herding cats) and trying to
produce a half-decent motorcycle
magazine on time every month.
It’s great fun of course and much
better than working for a living.
But a column in TBM - now, that’s
a different kettle of fish. I feel I've
finally arrived. But why, and what
on earth am I going to write about
every month?

The answer to the first question
[ guess is the Dakar. The answer
to the second is I don’t know, but
I'll have a go and we'll see which
one of us gets bored first.

I cartwheeled out of this year’s
race after ten days and 3000 miles.
To say I was a bit gutted would

OFF

be an understatement but hey,
at least I walked away. It was
my first attempt and as I write
this, the Dakar organisers (ASO)
still can’t find my bike. In mid-
April. Ouch.

But do you know what? Doing
the Dakar is the single most life-
affirming thing I have ever, ever
done. I loved it. And while yes,
it is hard work, and a bit frighten-
ing in places, and infuriating
(because it’s run by a French
organisation), in others it's also
a lot of fun. Riding one of the
trickest off-roaders you can buy
against the stunning backdrop
of northwest Africa? Yes please.
Dirtbikes take you places you’'d
never normally go, this much
we know. As does the Dakar,
only much more so.

‘It'll change you,’ they all said,
beforehand. ‘No it won’t,” I railed
inside, while outwardly nodding
in supposed understanding of
what they were on about. They,
those that’d been there and knew
of course, were right. It's an event
that leaves indelible marks on the

* humans that touch it - emotionally,

physically, psychologically and
financially. I've got “em all, thanks.
I'll show you if you're interested.
How on earth did I end up
doing the Dakar anyway? It's
not like I'm qualified - because
I'm certainly not - but neither
(reassuringly) are at least
60-percent of the field. I'm a trail
riding punter, probably not

'DOING THE DRKAR IS THE SINGLE MOST
LIFE-AFFIRMING THING | HRAVE EVER, EVER
DONE. | LOVED IT...

dissimilar to yourself and if I'm honest,

I don’t even do that much trail riding any-
more - not enough time, other commit-
ments, can’t get the bashplate off the CRF
to change the oil, etc.

The truth is I decided, really on a whim,
to do something I'd been talking about
doing for years and at 36 I thought I'd
better get on with it. And once I'd said
I was going, I was going. It was simply
pride. No matter how painful it got in
the run-up (and financially, it really did)

I grimly hung on, but without even contem-
plating the event itself - in other words,
what it actually means to line up with 230
other idiots on bikes and race south
towards Africa.

And the usual round of Christmas parties
and after-work drinks saw my somewhat
haphazard, half-hearted training regime
go flying out the window. December was
spent pretty much on the sauce and mas-
sively in denial, so by the time I got to
Barcelona I knew I was in a spot of trouble.
I didn’t think Id last more than three days.
Neither, really did anybody else.

But somehow I did. So what did I learn
and how have I changed? In a nutshell,

[ learnt that Dakar is not really about riding
dirtbikes, or navigation skills, even though
both are important and play a part. It's
about determination, and how much you
WANT to finish each day, that’s all. If you
want it bad enough, you'll do it. Of course,
luck and judgement play a big part too

and both ran out for me just when I thought
I'd got the job sorted, but there you go -
lesson number 5673 in the art of rally rid-
ing. The Dakar takes no prisoners and
rarely shows any mercy.

I've now become a little more relaxed,

ironically enough because not much in
day-to-day life can provide the challenge
or stress of desert rallying. Mind you, [ was
fairly relaxed before, it’s just now there’s
some sort of extra self-assurance that comes
with having gone through everything that
is the Dakar.

Strangely, people also talk and treat me
a little differently. I appear to have earned
a modicum of respect and this is the really
odd thing for me to deal with; just entering
that race seems to have ensured some sort
of elevated status even though I failed
to finish. I struggle to take myself seriously
at the best of times, so it takes some getting
used to when people really want to hear
about my experiences.

I even had to give a talk recently - with
Toby Moody, who does the MotoGP
Eurosport commentary as well as work for
ASO during the Dakar - for a roomful of
wealthy London bikers. Against a 42-inch
plasma screen of images playing from this
year’s event and over several courses plus
several more bottles of fine wine,

I spluttered my way through as best I could,
trying to connect these people with some

of the emotions and experiences 1'd felt

and had. Thank God for Toby, who talks
very ably for a living, about this kind

of thing. It was difficult, almost impossible.

I'd like to go again and this time try and
reach Dakar, which is maybe where this
column can come into its own and actually
provide some useful insight rather than
just a stream of egomaniacal consciousness.

But as I'm going to spend the rest of 2005
paying for this year’s race, finding another
30k to blow again could be the first stum-
bling block. Like I said earlier, it's about
determination, that's all. We’ll see.
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What A Let Down #1
Dear TBM

I am livid! I want to let you
know about an utter, utter,
utter... nasty person. (I would
have said ba**ard, but you
wouldn't have printed it)!

I urge any other readers
who are thinking of doing
any green laning in Great
Hockham near Thetford
Forest to be on your guard.
Last weekend I was up there
and I parked as usual off the
road down a lane. After a
brilliant day riding I got back
to my car to discover my two
back tyres had been let down
and a 'notice' from the "police’
left tucked under the wiper.

The notice looked as real
as you can get and went
something like this: ‘Riding
motorcycles on private prop-
erty without permission or
on bridlepaths is an offence.
You have been complained
about. Please do not repeat
this activity’. So let’s look at

30 TBM
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Got something to say?
Then e-mail us on:
letters@trailbikemag.com
or write to us at:
TBM, PO Box 9845
London W13 SWP

the possibilities...

1 = The mowter-cross fuzz.
If this were the real police,
would they have left such a
notice without knowing for
sure what I was doing, ie, I
might have been an old boy
taking my dog for a walk
who had just delivered

a lawnmower to a close
friend and still had my
trailer on the back?

2 - Parking with intent

of doing nothing illegal.

It is NOT private property,
and I don't need permission,
I was actually parked on the
grass verge of a green lane
where all the other people
park. I wasn't riding on any
bridleways and my bike is
completely road legal, even
to the point where I have
one of those 'hey, give him a
wide berth, big number plate
coming through, even though
we love those teeny tiny ones
that are totally illegal’.

3 - Polite notice.
The 'police’ notice says it was
left at two pm, and a walker

we later saw told me that
when they had walked past
at 2:15pm, the tyres were
already done. Aha, methinks
our so-called copper might
have had slightly valve-
happy digits!

4 - I'd would have been
happy with just the one.
Two flat tyres, not just the
one then? So, I couldn't just
change to the spare, no I was
gonna’ have to take off one,
and then use the jack on the
other side to take the other
off. Okay, so all I need is a
pile of bricks to prop the
other side up while I, err...
The middle of Thetford
Forest and not a pile of
bricks anywhere to be seen,
nor any logs or discarded
air compressors.

5 - Help the Aged.

If I had been an elderly
person or disabled without
a mobile and simply gone
for a bit of fresh air I would
have been utterly and truly
knackered. It was starting to
get dark by the time I got my
mate to take the wheels to

a local garage to get them
inflated and refitted.

Allin all, a good old
fashioned slice of top-notch
vandalism by this red-necked
‘pillar of the community' just
trying to keep the country-
side safe...

Nick Barrett
via email

What A Let Down #2
Dear TBM

After recently reading your
article in the December 2004
issue (Doing The Rounds in
the Dales), I was invited trail
riding with the boys.

+

We set off from Hull at
6.15am and arrived just a
couple of miles short of Dent.
We parked the vehicles and
trailers in a manner so as not
to obstruct or hinder any road
users or walkers. We got the
five bikes off the two trailers,
changed into our off-roading
kit, secured the vehicles and
set off for our ride.

We had a good day (apart
from myself holding up the
group - sorry lads). I just had
to keep diving headfirst over
the handlebars of my trusty
XR250 into deep ruts and
boggy stuff.

When we returned to the

The CCM 404: A great bike
for the ‘oversize’ rider...

vehicles some very sorry
excuse for a person/persons
had removed part of the
inflating valve with cutting
pliers on the offside tyre of
each trailer. Thankfully they
did not touch either vehicle
but we did not return to Hull
until midnight.

This has, you can imagine,
created a little anger in us
all. If we have caught these
people in the act we would
have let our feelings be
known. We just couldn’t
believe that somebody could
do this type of thing in the
remote area where we were
parked. So, bikers beware -

park your vehicles in well-
lit areas so if you did have
a problem it'll be a lot
easier to get repairs done!

Mark Brockwell, Hull
via email

'Big' Trailie
Dear TBM

As I want to change my
ageing Yamaha TTR250 I
was really pleased to see
the 250 four-stroke shootout
test in the March issue.

I changed my mind a few
times during the article,
ending up with the view I
should buy a newer version
of my current bike. I only ride
the lanes and have no great
ambition to do enduros, and
you said you wouldn't choose
any of the 250s for trail riding.
However, you didn’t say what
you would choose if you did
have to use one for trail riding
so I'm stuck.

Can you advise me on what
to buy? One point I should
make is that I am six foot,
four inches tall and weigh
over 16 stone. Oh, and I'm
not interested in a KTM by
the way - too high mainte-
nance. And it must be electric
start. Please help!

Brian Reed, Witney,
Oxfordshire
via email

Have you thought about

a CCM 404 Brian? They

have the benefit of a strong

(electric-start) Suzuki engine,

excellent suspension, a tall

(adjustable) seat height and

what's more, they're pretty

cheap to buy secondhand

right now! It's a great trailbike
TEM 3
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and should have no trouble
hauling your 16-stone around.

What A Gas
Dear TBM

As a Gasser fan I was very
interested but disappointed
in the results of last issue’s
Sherco v Gasser test. Great
way to test bikes though -

a two-part hare and hounds
swapping machines at the
break. More of these tests
please!

However, I wish the test
could have been more
exhaustive. I'd like to know
how the dyno curves turned
out - was the Gasser much

down on power or was it
the nature of the curves.
Can the bikes be altered with
the electronics? Also, can we
have comments and ideally
tests of noise levels?

With regard to the handling
problems I was wondering
if the Gasser was just too
plush at the back allowing
too much rake and castor.
I note that with the Gasser a
change of style was probably
required with the slipper
clutch making it more
two-stroke like. Would it
still run wide if the engine
braking had been present or
if a little more rear brake was
used? I assume the Gasser
had Michelin comps on so
they should be okay.

What I'm really asking is
if the chassis has an inherent

\Gas Gas ECA5OFSE was tested-averfwo gruellinigdags of
‘competitive going. But for one TBMreader ~lan Packes
AR A
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problem or was it just a
combination of setup and
style? Being on the large
size - six foot three inches
and about 2501bs, bikes are
never right for me as stock.
My EC300 needed re-
springing and the bars
raising but I have been
delighted with its handling
since setting up appropriately.
I have been harbouring secret
desires for a 450 thumper and
was hoping to avoid orange
sheep disease. Even though
KTMs are great bikes, I had
hoped the Gas Gas would've
sorted the issues with the
2005 bike and produced a
four-stroke as good as their
strokers.

lan Packer
via email

Ian, in an ideal world, there'd be chance to
‘power-check’ every single test bike on the
dyno, but the real world just isn't like that.
The Sherco arrived just a few short hours
before we were due to leave for France - and
in the meantime there was the small matter
of the deadline on Supermoto Magazine to
make. In the end we put SM mag to bed at
10pm and were up again at 3am the following
morning in order to catch our Eurotunnel
train. Returning at 3.30am after riding for two
days solid and then driving through the night,
the bike had to be back at the importers the
following day. But that's the nature of dirtbike
testing in the UK, we'd rather have more time
with the bikes but sometimes it’s not possible.
As regards the Gasser being too plush at
the rear, or not enough rear brake being used...
Duh? We never thought of pushing really hard
on the rear brake lever!!! C'mon Ian, what sort
of mugs do you take us for...? All bikes work
best when correctly set-up for the rider, how-
ever given that last year's Gasser exhibited a
very similar trait, I suspect that this is a chassis
limitation (or Gas Gas feature if you prefer)
rather than a failure on the part of the rider
to correctly work the rear anchor. One other
small but significant point - the Sherco v
Gasser test was carried out over a two-day,
500km enduro, not (as you suggested in your
letter) a multi-lap hare n hounds where we
swapped machines at lunchtime.

Chinese Whispers
Dear TBM

After reading letters in the March edition I
thought Id say a few words on Chinese bikes.
At the moment there’s loads of these on the
market (just look on eBay) and they all seem
to be basically the same thing, just with varia-
tions on brand name. I bought one similar to
the one mentioned as my first greenlaner.

I have now covered around 800 miles,
mainly on trails around Salisbury Plain, and
the only thing I've changed is the rear tyre, oil
and performed numerous chain adjustments.

The bike has disc brakes on both ends, a
very firm rear shock, is 200cc (supposedly)
and it basically does everything it says on the
tin. I have taken it through mud and rocks etc
and it’s not terrible, although as anything

AT THE OLD RATE OF £33
FOR 12 ISSUES

OFFER AVAILABLE FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

®
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other than a first bike to
crash a lot etc I wouldn’t
necessarily recommend it.
The plastics are very brittle
and break easily, looks and
build quality is a bit dodgy.
If you want a bike you can
easily sell-on, then look
elsewhere. A friend bought a
second-hand XR250 for just
less and it runs rings around
mine, plus in a year’s time
will probably still fetch
around the same price.

Jason, Salisbury, Wiltshire
via email

Body Heat
Dear TBM
Having cooked myself in my

armoured jacket on the first
vaguely summery day this

As this picture dearly
shows, not all body
armour is designed
to properly fit the
female form..!

year I'm wondering whether
I should invest in some body
armour to wear under my
shirt - hopefully to keep me
cooler while still offering
some protection.

As far as [ know you last
reviewed body armour back
in April 2002. Is this still a
good guide or are there
now newer /better products
available? And are you
planning on doing another
review soon?

Also, as I only do some
trail riding would you
recommend I go for a 'full on’
suit like those from Scorpion,
Dainese etc or would I be
better off going for something
more lightweight? Finally, as
I'm a 'gurl’, does anyone
other than Acerbis do a
ladies version?

Noeline Smith, Salisbury,
Wiltshire
via email

Noeline, we're not aware of
any other female-specific
body-armour out there,
though that's not to say it
doesn't exist. Mel has been
using (and crashing in) her
Acerbis Lady Fusion for the
past six months and found

it works fairly well, but it
obviously offers no elbow
protection. Here at TBM we're
pretty much split down the
middle in terms of the type of
armour we like to wear. James
goes for a close-fitting fully-
armoured Dainese Safety suit,
whereas [ much prefer the
protection and ventilation of
traditional MX stuff. Mel
wears a combination of MX
armour and an armoured
jacket. Pretty much all that
we wrote back in our body
armour review of April 2002
is still true, but it's well over-
due for an update which will
be coming in the next couple
of months...

Top Marks
Dear TBM

Great mag and all that, but
my main reason for putting
finger to key is to have a
quickish rant about the
plonker who sent in the letter
titled ‘Dangerous Liaisons’
in TBM 116.

This guy has a dig about
Mark William's past, asking
why you haven’t made us
aware of this... Is this man
for real or what? What does
someone’s paid-up-for-in-full
past have to do with bikes?

You are by the way quite
correct - Mark is a national
treasure and a damn good
reporter and us guys in the
TREF are very proud of him
and the work he carries out

/
-

on all areas bike related.

[ suggest Mr Danny Taylor,
next time you go fishing for a
job (yes it was that obvious),
slagging off somebody of
Mark's calibre and obvious
experience is not the way
forward. Rant over!

Steve Woods, Falmouth
Cornwall TRF ROW
Co-ordinator

Thanks very much for that,
Mark, er Steve...

Dirty Dozen
Dear TBM

I've just got myself a Cagiva
W12 350, but I can't seem to
find out any information
about the bike or where to get
any trick parts for it. Can you
or any TBM readers help me?

Mark Kipling
via email

Try the TBM Forum:
www.trailbikemag.com

Pipe Talk
Dear TBM

When you dyno’d the 250
thumpers way back in June
2002 the Yamaha WR250F’s
power and torque curves
were significantly different
from the 2005 model tested
recently.

The 2002 curves were what
you might call ‘normal’. My
own 2004 bike does not seem
to have the massive flat spot
identified on the 2005
machine. Which poses two
questions - is this a problem
new to the 2005 model? And
why (unless Yamaha have

The irrepressable Mark Williams,
Yesterday...

produced a California-legal
model for the whole world),
would they not fix such an
easily fixable problem?

] Nolan, Rochdale
Terrible Twos

Over to you, Yamaha...
Size Matters
Dear TBM

Firstly, loving your mag, keep
up the great work! I've only
just been converted to trail
riding from the mad world

of pocket rockets and
superbikes.

Thinking it would be a bit
safer and less chance of losing
my licence I decided to buy a
KTM 250EXC two-stroke for

green laning. After just two
ride-outs I found myself laid up
for weeks with a nasty blood
clot on my knee after a bad fall.

In hindsight I've now given
up trying to tame the beast
and seriously thinking of
opting for a more forgiving
four-stroke. As I'm only five
foot eight inches tall and
weigh 11 stone I feel possibly
a 400 may be slightly too
much for me.

I've tried my mate’s
250EXC thumper and found
it much easier to ride but
lacking a bit of mid-range
power. What would you
guys suggest?

Matt Jones, Hereford

Matt the 400EXC would be
absolutely perfect for you...
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Real World

Dear TBM

Going over some old issues, I
read your review on the KTM
400EXC v CCM404DS (issue
103). For Christ’s sake lads,
get real! How can you com-
pare the two bikes when run-
ning on totally different sets
of rubber? The excuse of 'we
wanted to test them as they
come' is a load of rubbish.

I rode with a CCM last
week and even my KLX300R
danced through boggy areas
where the CCM got stuck.

So don’t tell me my KLX is
a superior bike to the CCM!

Do your readers some
justice - put bikes up
against each other with
the same/similar tyres. This
should be the case with all
comparisons. This would then
give us lads a better idea on
the bikes. March's TBM 250
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thumper test saw no such
issues.

After all, how long does a
set of rubbers last us? These
shootouts/reviews can be
priceless, especially when
you're looking to buy your
next bike. Keep it up but
keep it real...

Steve Hipkiss, Newport
via email

Er, Steve, I've got news for
you - your KLX300R is
probably twice as good as
a CCM at getting through
bogs (if it was a CCM 604
it probably weighed 30kg
more, ferchrissakes!), it had
absolutely nothing to do with
the tyres fitted. However as
you feel so strongly about this
and have obviously thought it
through, what we propose is
this: every time we get a test
bike, we'll call you up Steve
and you can come on over
and fit (and naturally pay for)
a new set of tyres - even if
we've only got the bikes for

a few hours.

Since his wife chucked him out fornot fit- | OPViously
*ting theirkitchen properly, Crasher'sbeen . y©u'll have
~ forced tofind alterative acommodation. {0 keep a
L At least he made sure all histyres huge number
were exactly the same... of tyres in
e S stock (in every

available size),
but hey, no
problem,
you've worked
it all out
haven't you
mate. And that
way you can be
sure that we'll
always have
matching rub-
ber on our test
bikes. That
should help
'keep it real’,

well, at least for you, anyway
mate...

Head Girl
Dear TBM

I just wanted to say a huge
thank you to all the guys
who stopped to offer
assistance in the middle of
Grizedale Forest on Sunday
20 March. My shiny new
CRF230 had mysteriously
managed to burn its clutch
out - nothing to do with
owner's inability to ride

a bike!

My wonderful husband
(and mechanic) tried
desperately to take the clutch
apart, which was somewhere
around three zillion degrees,
so way too hot to touch, and
without the special tool you
need for a CRF clutch all we
had was a screwdriver and
two pairs of pliers.

Then along came our
unnamed knight in shining
armour, with every tool under
the sun. Our ‘knight” eventu-
ally managed to get the clutch
nut off so we could see just
how bad things were. New
clutch required but in the
meantime, I had to learn
pretty quickly how to ride
without a clutch. Turns out
you don't need it half as
much as I thought you did.

Anyway, back to our knight
in shining armour - didn't get
your name, sorry, but wanted
to say thank you properly,
and not by giving you a b**w
j*b as was suggested by some-
one, followed by umpteen
cries of ‘T helped too’!

So, thank you very much!

Debbie Bonser
via email

Absolute Performance Il

Maximum performance
with minimum noise

92 dB(A)

Absolute Power I
Stainless steel Silence
Option :
©  Noise Catcher,
to reduce exhaust's level noise

l - BY  £25095

Alu/Stainless enduro silencer
Maximum performance with minimum noise
FIM regulations : 92 dB(A) £795

£199.95

2 Stroke Sump Guard 4 Stroke Sump Guard

Rad Brace

£79.95
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lbirt Bike Store, Somerset - 01278 424979 - Leisure Trail UK, Notts - 01159 732466 - Ray Hockey M/C, Gwent - 01873 840170 - Jim Sandiford M/C, Lancs - 01282 428383
Russell's M/C, N.Ireland 02890 817000 - Steve Plain M/C, Powys - 01597 825817 - Taylor Racing, Wilts - 01249 657575 - The Mud Shack, Glos - 01453 885932,
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With the launch of Honda’s second X-range
machine, Honda have brought their awesome
450 motor ’down to Earth’...

anning the TBM (and Supermoto

Mag) stand at one of last year’s dirt

bike shows, a punter sidles up and
enters into conversation. He's clearly got a few
quid to spend, so I put on my best salesman

schmooze and steer things around to how he
really ought to buy some back issues, a binder
to house them and our old SLR650 supermoto
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project bike to anchor his boat with. Sadly, he’s
having none of it and instead starts discussing
the Honda CRF450R he’s looking at buying to
convert into an enduro bike. He asks my opinion
on the scheme. Now normally when faced with
such a question, I take a moment to mull it over
in my head before replying with a carefully
considered answer. But this time it took me all

of about two seconds to come back with, ‘Er,
yeah, it’s an awesome bike for motocross or
supermoto but definitely not for enduro’.

Now at this point our friend appears a little
taken aback, so I qualify my statement with a
few well chosen remarks about fearsome power

delivery, way too much go, and how even a
top level enduro rider such as our own Jonty
Edmunds found that a converted 450R was just
too vicious at times. His response was typical
of the sort of bloke who uses aftershave with a
name like Horsepower: ‘Nah mate, it’s only a 450

and I already ride a 525EXC!’

-
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Granted, the 525's a powerful machine,
probably just as powerful as the CRF, and it
can certainly get you into a whole heap of
trouble if you're throttle-happy. However,
Honda’s 450 MXer would take you to a whole
new realm of trouble! For riding a 525s akin
to having a play fight with your pet dog. It's
a good bit of rough and tumble, and if you
wind him up too much he might just bite. But
in comparison, riding enduro on a CRF450R
is more like prodding a wild Honey Badger...
with a rattlesnake! Be sure you're wearing all
your armour, and take a big bottle of Dettol!
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“450Xis a bit too high-geared
(as standard) for nadgery going...

Scrambled-X

When word got out that Honda were to produce
an enduro version of the CRF450 we did wonder
whether or not they’d be able to tame it down.
Straight from the crate the red MXer makes big
power (50bhp anyone?) and big noise with it, and
the last time we rode a quiet-piped 450R it felt so
restricted it would probably have been duffed up
by a Serow. So how good, or bad, would the new
450X prove to be? Honda decided to fly the UK’s
motorcycle press out to the spiritual home of
bikes - the Isle of Man - to let us all find out.

I love The Island. The riding’s great, the
scenery’s great, and the weather’s... well, as
with the trails you get a good mix of everything.
And as we stepped off the plane at Ronaldsw
airport we were greeted with a bright blue skies
and a beaming sun.

A hard ‘n” bumpy MX track formed the base
for the first day’s riding (more to do with getting
photos than typical CRF-X terrain), but with top
enduro riders Paul Edmondson and Wayne
40 TEBM

Braybrook present, we were
soon following their lead
and using some inventive
lines through the trackside
undergrowth.

From the off, the ‘just
run-in’ bike felt tight and
new. A few more miles
were required to bed-in the
suspension and free-up the
motor, but nonetheless it
was possible to get a feel for
the bike’s ergos. The riding
position is fairly typical of
modern Hondas, the peg
position feeling neutral but
the bars fairly close and low.
Very different to European
machines, it seems to suit
shorter riders and those
approaching six foot may
well want to fit a set of
bar-risers or replace the bars.
Perhaps both. Conversely, the
fairly high seat (and slightly
more rounded than on the
‘crosser) is far more suited
to the taller rider.

The 8.6L tank looks to be
lower and more spread out
than that on the 250X. The
left-hand radiator is huge,
hanging down below the
plastics and the front-end
does look reasonably wide,
again especially compared

to certain Euro machines. However, it’s not
something that I particularly noticed once on
the move - though the rad did prove to be a
bit exposed (as I found out later).

With the hard-pack MX track not terribly
representative of typical British enduro terrain,
and with me being pretty hopeless at motocross,
I ended the day with an initial impression, but
more importantly a thoroughly free’d up machine
and high hopes for the next day’s trail ride.

X-a-Size

In stark contrast to the first day, day two saw the
weather close in and visibility was down to ‘just
past the front fender’. Steady rainfall meant that
the trails were nicely slick and all looked set for

a typical British trail ride. Hurrah.

Rock strewn ruts littered the first of the really
long lanes, the effort required doing a great job
of blowing away the early morning cobwebs
and setting the tone for much of the day’s rid
In typical Honda fashion, the 450X remained

With its alloy beam frame and minimalist bodywork the CRF-X is
arguably the most modern-looking enduro bike on the market...
Below left: 450 motor is nowhere near as potent as the MXer’s...
Below right: Oversize left radiator is vulnerable in a crash...
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relatively composed, as steady as an enduro bike
can be on such terrain, and the front-end soaked
up all the blows rather than deflecting hither
and thither.

Part of this stability could also be attributed to
the bike’s weight. Whilst Honda claim the 450X
weighs only 113kg (dry) I suspect that they’re
being slightly optimistic, and the CRF certainly
has a solid feeling about it. The 250X exhibits a
similar trait (despite actually being quite light),
though I suspect the 450 will prove to be slightly

weightier than some of its competitors, especially

when you allow for the lack of road kit.

The 450X uses the same Showa suspension
units as the motocrosser, though they’ve been
reworked internally to give a much plusher ride.
And very nice it is too, giving good feedback
on both the stony trails and wet grass, whether
flying or just trickling along. For racing (in the
dry especially) I'd perhaps be inclined to firm
it up a touch, but on the day it suited the mixed
a2 TBM
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Terrestrial

terrain pretty well. Whilst perhaps not as nimble
as a KTM, Husky or Sherco, the Honda does tip
into turns well with a nice neutral feeling to it.

I didn't feel that it required any strenuous effort
to get the bike turned, and nor did it fall into the
corners like some of its sharper-turning class-
mates. In short it felt just right.

Stock X-Change

Thanks to a raft of motor changes (new head,
smaller valves etc) Honda have done a great job
of taming the ‘beastly’ 450R motor for the enduro
bike - it’s certainly nowhere near as intimidating
as the MXer. Rather than the bike leaping out

of your hands, the power builds smoothly and
steadily from a mellow bottom-end, to a strong
mid-range. Keep the throttle wide open and the
bike continues to pull right through into the
top-end without any discernable step in the
power. It’s particularly nice on flowing trails
where you can hold the motor in the mid-range,

450X is easy to hustle
along when you
want to...

“
S

(=S

X-Race-Specs
Aside from the regular enduro modifica-
tions (lights, 18in rear wheel, larger tank,
‘leccy start etc) what separates the enduro
X-model from the MXer? Well there’s...

® Smaller valves (by Imm) and a revised
camshaft, designed for a wider spread of
torque.

® Heavier flywheel.

® Stainless header pipe (titanium on the R),
with spark arrestor end-can.

® Throttle position sensor on the 40mm
Keihin flat-slide carb.

® Frame designed specifically for enduro
use, with altered steering geometry and
shorter wheelbase.

® Coolant header tank mounted between
the frame rails at the front of the engine,
with plastic guard.

® Larger left-hand radiator, right-hand
rad with cooling fan mountings.

@ Increased seat height and ground
clearance.

® Suspension settings revised for plushness,
7mm less travel on the rear.
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and simply tweak the throttle to elevate the front-
end over rocks and puddles. And whilst it’s cer-
tainly not as feisty as the MXer, there’s still plenty
of oomph available. Most importantly it's useable
oomph, easy to control and un-intimidating.

Combine this with the leggy, wide-ratio gear-
box and it’s easy to build up a good head of
steam on the 450X. Between the trails we racked
up a good few miles of road-work and the X was
never found wanting. The quiet pipe - and it is
pretty inoffensive - doesn’t seem to have stifled
the power too much and no-one felt the need to
remove the spark arrestor. How much difference
this alone makes to the power (at low altitude) is
debatable, but if you really want more power then
you can derestrict the 450 in the same way that
you can on the 250X (by opening up the airbox,
aa TEBM

and fitting an R-model cam etc).
Due to the bike running quite
tall gearing (despite first and sec-
ond being lower than the MXer's
ratios), it wasn’t always possible
to chug up tricky climbs.
Obstacles that I'd normally
attempt in second gear, instead
required first. Because rather than
clawing its way through at low
revs in second gear, the bike often
stalled. A touch more weight on
the flywheel perhaps, or simply
due to the bike’s newness? I
wouldn’t like to say, but I'm sure
that going down a tooth on the
front sprocket would certainly
make the X much more suited
to slow, technical terrain.

X-Tra Strong

Typical Honda, the CRF450X
feels particularly solid and well
screwed together. Which is just
as well really, as I hit the deck a
couple of times during the launch
- without managing to break
anything. The first off was a low

rocks, the bike going down hard
on its left-side. Picking the bike
up, the braced Renthal bars were
still straight, not even twisted in
the rubber mounts, and having
pulled the dirt out of the clutch
perch we were back underway.

It was only after a further hour’s
riding someone spotted that the
giant left-hand radiator was now
banana-shaped. Yet despite being
well and truly twisted it remained
watertight, and the bike kept its cool - testimony
to Honda’s renowned build quality - but the big
rad does look a little exposed.

X-Appeal

After a day-and-a-half aboard the CRF450X I was
left with an impression of a bike which is hugely
competent in all areas, a machine which will
appeal to a wide range of riders, both trail and
enduro. Honda were clearly looking at the world-
wide dirtbike market when they built the 450X,
and as such it probably represents more of an
all-rounder - a VER for the off-road world rather
than a highly-focussed FireBlade. That’s not to
say that an X won’t be competitive (especially
with a few key mods), rather that it’s not quite
as focussed as certain other 450s. And when

speed tumble down some slippery

The 2005 Range of MOOSE Race Wear is here.

Direct from the States, the 05 range sees re-designs
and updates on all the favourite kit like the fabulous

new M1 (main pic), and of course the XCR series.

PLUS, this year will see some brand new kits never

before brought into the UK, including the ‘'SAHARA’
shirts, classically described as “...a whole bunch of holes
strung together with some really funky material!!!”, just the

thing to keep you cool when the heat is on.

DirtBike\Zor ¢’

AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL DEALER or call direct/buy onlmer
ENQUIRIES 01278 424979 FREEORDERLINE 08000 718718

ALSO FROM [Moose

XCR Competition Drinks System £34.99 ¢ Expedition Drinks System £44.50 * Buddy Tow £12.95
Race Kit Bag £79.95 » Expedition Helmet Carrier £24.50 * Expedition Boot Bag £24.75

TRADE ENQUIRIES ALWAYS WELCOME ‘05 CATALOGUE NOW AVAILABLE




Below: Barni remonstrates with a recalcitrant 450X as he
attempts to extricate his TBM club tie from the rear sprocket...

you're trying to shift units that’s probably not
such a bad idea.

So can we expect to see a swathe of red at
enduro events from now on, 450Xs mingling
with the hundreds of 250s already out there?
Of course we can. It's eminently rideable, easy-

handling, and comes with plenty of performance.

It may not be as complete a package as some of
the European offerings (especially when you
a8 TEBM

NEVADA 1000
Wilderness Trail
Ride Expedition

Invitation &

Not yet ready for the Dakar/Optic 2000 (time, experience, expense) but done all the routine ride-outs and tours at

home and abroad? This is only for certain trail riders! Not a Rallye or a race but a full-on expedition, it will push your

personal experience, ability and determination to succeed. A unique and limited opportunity — real off-road
motorcycling.

Start from the ‘loneliest road in the USA’ and head hundreds of miles deeper into the Nevada wilderness.
Criss—crossing 10,500 foot passes and ridges, high desert and forests, on south to Death Valley, then back North again.

This year we will be running a unique 10-day expedition (maybe two) in July/August for up to six capable trail riders
with full, experienced support. Essentially it is ‘off-highway” using a complex of old historic trails. A spectacular
journey to make.

The route will be planned with the full knowledge, co-operation, permits and approval of both the USA Forest Service
and BLM (Bureau of Land Management) based on well-developed protocols and long-standing trail riding
relationships with the expedition leaders.

We will ride as a group, in planned stages, including at least one marathon stretch with the Expedition Leader’s
decisions taking into account weather systems, local trail conditions and other factors in determining the day-to-day
logistics.

factor in the price of road kit on top of the £5470
sticker price), but then that’s never stopped the
250X from selling! So I'm sure that it will tempt
a good few people away from their current rides.

So now with the new 450X there’s no need to
convert a 450 MXer. Because whilst there’s no
doubt that a 450X can still get you into trouble,
it’'ll probably get you out unscathed, too...

Everything will be provided, except your personal riding gear. Satellite telephones and navigation support will be
utilised along with approved safety and emergency medical capabilities. Working together as a group of enthusiast
trail riders, helping each other as competent individuals, will ‘push the personal envelope’- a Rallye without a race.

Your Expedition Leader will be the legendary ‘Nevada Matt’, a lifelong biker with 30 years experience of living and
working in the Nevada outback and the last 12 years leading groups of trail riders from all over the world. Matt’s
partner, pal and expedition co-pilot is Maurice Summerson, a Brit with veteran experience from around the world.

Coming Soon: We rate the CRF450X
against the middleweight class’s
leading contenders in the ultimate
450 Enduro shootout...

Applications are invited for this limited opportunity in 2005. Likely date/s are commencing 18 July or 15 August.

SO: Are you ready for the “Nevada Club’ (unique annual expeditions planned)?

For more information contact Maurice.
maurice.lifetime@attglobal.net
CRF450X Tel: 01565 734008 or 07860 459925

P;'ice: £5470 |

Engine: 449cc, SOHC, 4-valve,
dual start, 5-speed

Bore/stroke: 96 x 62mm

Susp FR 47mm Showa (315mm),

(travel): Showa (313mm)

Brakes F/R: 240/240mm, Nissin calipers

Seat height: 963mm

Ground clear: 348mm

Wheelbase: 1481mm

Fuel capacity: 8.6L

Weight: 113kg (claimed, dry)




At TBM there’s no rest for the wicked, so we
sent Mel off on her broomstick to Morocco
to create her very

ention airports to me and I go cold.
Not because I suffer from aviophobia,
but because every time I go near an
airport, something always seems to go wrong,
Take my most recent experience. As I stepped
off the plane in Paris ready to meet another flight
to Morocco for five days of desert trailriding, I
was already stressed as my transfer flight was
due to take off in less than 20 minutes.
So right at that moment the last thing I needed
was a bomb-scare! The ‘bomb’ turned out to be

own desert storm

nothing more deadly than an abandoned suitcase,
but in these violent times nobody was taking any
chances. The French blew it up anyway!

All of which doesn’t help if you're trying to
catch the only flight to Casablanca that day. In the
immortal words of Humphrey Bogart, ‘maybe not
today, maybe not tomorrow

A couple of G&Ts later aboard the plane and
things were starting to look up. But my
good spirits were about to
take a big nosedive.

After a second transfer I was stood arguing
with Moroccan officials at Ouarzazate airport
about the disappearance of all my riding kit!
But not arguing too strenuously, seeing as they
had already become rather suspicious about my
‘journalistic’ intentions within their country and
the town itself had actually started life as a pur-
pose-built garrison. So, not the best start to my
desert riding career...

Arabian Knights

Luckily help was at hand in the form

of Brad Cairns from Wilderness Wheels,
the trail riding company whose

tour I was joining midway

through a trip.
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Brad is the first American I've met who can speak

not only fluent French but decent Arabic too!
After stopping at their Ouarzazate base for

the smallest replacement riding kit we could find,

we were off on a two-hour road trip to the small

town of Tinghir, famous for its beautiful Todra

Gorge, which unfortunately I didn’t get to see

as I finally arrived after sunset.

Here I joined my fellow cohorts for the trip -
Phil, Paul, Dave, Mani and Jean Pierre, with
Brad and Peter from Wilderness Wheels acting
as main guides. Thankfully it turned out that
most people hadn’t ever ridden in sand, let
alone desert sand, so for once I wasn’t going
to be totally out of my depth come the following
morning (well I hoped not anyway).

My bike for the tour was a trusty Honda 250
XR that, Peter assured me, was more than capable
of handling anything I threw at it. I didn’t think
it wise to mention at that point it would probably
be a case of me throwing the XR at things!

In order to give it a little more oomph when
traversing the desert pistes, my 250 had been
bored out to 280cc - apart from that the bike was
completely standard. All of the tour bikes were
XRs, with either 250s or 400s to choose from,
plus you could have a go on Peter’s XR650 (if ‘
you behaved yourself of course).

Although XRs are not the most cutting-edge
tools available, they are virtually bullet-proof,

fairly lightweight (good for novices) and don’t
require much fiddling in the suspension depart-
ment, making them perfectly suited to desert
riding. The plastics weren't exactly mint but that
stuff is kinda’ immaterial if the bikes are well
looked after, which all of these were.

On The Piste

After an early start on what was everybody
else’s third day in the saddle but my first, we
were finally going to have a go at riding in sand.
Contrary to popular belief, this particular desert,
the Western Sahara, is only about 30-percent
sand, with large gravel plains connecting a
number of remote villages.

Morocco is slightly bigger than California in
size, but Peter assured us that most of the desert
could be navigated without the need for GPS
if you knew it well, something I was hoping not
to have to put to the test.

Standing between the sand dunes and us was
an hour-long stretch of tarmac to Erfoud. I was
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secretly glad of this, because although it was

a little dull for the other riders, it gave me the
chance to get a feel for the 280 and of course, get
used to the ‘prod-it-three-times” kickstart at fuel
stops as I had a sneaking suspicion [ was going
to be doing rather a lot of kicking over when we
hit the dunes.

However, my first encounter with sand was
nowhere near any dunes. Cruising at about
60mph on the road, there was a big section
of tarmac that had been completely covered
by wind-blown sand, which was deep enough
to cause a problem if (like me) you didn’t see it.

And to make things even more fun, there was
a big lorry lumbering along on the other side,
leaving me nowhere to go, so I just scrubbed
off as much speed as I could and hung on as
the front wheel immediately started wriggling
like an overexcited eel, straight towards the truck.
First lesson learnt - pay attention and if in doubt,
gas it a bit to get drive through the sand.

To get out to the dunes proper we followed

inful
« ing for a rather pain
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: down and nothing for miles around, it was the

first time I've really been able to just go for it
off-road, keeping it pinned in top. But doing

that requires intense concentration and plenty

of stamina as you're standing up the whole way
for maybe ten miles at a time, all the while riding
over shiny black volcanic pebbles. When you're
going flat-out, obstacles are on top of you very
quickly so there’s always the opportunity for
coming a cropper.

Circles In The Sand

After a quick break at a bizarre 35m tall triangu-
lar building built by a wealthy (and presumably
eccentric) German industrialist, apparently as

an art sculpture, we had a quick lesson in ‘sand
blasting’. Apparently as soon as the front wheel
of the bike hits sand it will dig in and you’ll prob-

Dune Buddies

From its Ouarzazate base, trail riding com-
pany Wilderness Wheels is run by Peter
Gray and Brad Cairns and offers one-to-
seven day tours in sunny South Morocco.
2005 Autumn tour dates are as follows:
25 Sept - 1 Oct Seven-day coastal tour

16-22 Oct Seven-day desert tour
30 Oct - 5 Nov Seven-day desert tour
13-19 Nov Seven-day desert tour
27 Nov - 3 Dec Seven-day desert tour
16-20 Dec Five-day mountain tour
20-24 Dec Five-day mountain tour

27 Dec - 1 Jan
2-6 Jan 2006

Five-day mountain tour
Paris-Dakar spectating
tour [provisional)
These dates are for individuals who will
then be grouped together with other riders.
For groups of five people or more, the guys
can offer flexible dates and itineraries.

The seven-day desert tour I joined
includes five days riding and six days
accommodation and costs £925. The five-
day tours cost £450 and include three days
riding and four nights accommodation.

All packages also include fuel, local
airport transfers, full riding kit, assistance
vehicle, guide plus all meals. There is also
a new flight which goes direct from Gatwick
to Marrakech for about £200 return, perfect
for the mountain tours.

For more info, call Peter on 00 212
44888128 (office) 00 212 68730008 (mobile)
or check out www.wildernesswheels.com.

ably end up over the bars (but out here at least
you're not going make a nasty mess on some
surprised trucker’s windscreen).

The trick as I soon learned, is to always keep
up your momentum and give it plenty of gas
because if you slow down the front wheel just
gets stuck. Also you must ‘unload’ the front-end
of the bike by positioning yourself right at the
back of the seat, especially if you don’t weigh

much as this gives the rear wheel a lot more grip.

It’s just like riding through muddy slop at home
but the bike behaves a little differently as sand
though quite fluid, is very thick.

Practising on some small dunelets this became
apparent as I toppled over for the tenth time.
It is quite nerve-wracking as the front wheel just
tracks in the direction of the sand’s movements
as you pass over it and the instinct is to shut off
and go slower.

As soon as I'd managed to get my wobbling
a bit more under control on the flat (much to
Peter’s kicking leg’s relief), then it was time
to have a go at riding up and down dunes.

As these were small hillocks there wasn’t a
problem with just gunning it up to the top and
sailing over, but that is where it all got out of

shape again. You can go down dunes in a straight
line from the top but it’s much easier (and safer a
lot of the time), to descend at a 45-degree angle to
the slope.

For those of you that ski, the technique is very
much the same as carving your way down a long
run, using the bike as your skis to make wide
sweeping turns. It also looks quite elegant too.

The hardest part by far was judging just how
much to give it to get all the way up the dune
and then being able to throttle off enough at the
top before you had decided the best path to pick
for the way down.

For once, I wasn't being gung-ho with the
throttle in a place which positively rewarded
brash forwardness - amazing considering it's
also one of my more endearing traits back at
TBM Towers.

Turn On, Dune In, Drop Out...
There was little time to prepare however as after
navigating the way to our auberge near
Merzouga, it was time to go and play 7 =
in the famous Erg Chebbi dunes. >

These pumpkin-coloured dunes are

the largest in Morocco and literally
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rise up from the flat desert floor, making a strik-
ingly strange natural formation.

With all of Peter’s advice ringing in my ears,
it wasn’t long before I flopped over again in the
soft sand. But after about half an hour of pain-
staking experimenting I was finally beginning
to get the hang of it, swooping up and down the
smaller dunes mostly in second or third as the
little 280 would run out of steam in a higher gear.

As well as shifting back on the bike, I found
an exaggerated trials-style ‘bum sticking out’
method worked extremely well, especially when
powering up the dunes to lift the front wheel
clear of the sand.

The 400s were definitely more suited to dune
riding as they had more lower-down oomph,
essential for mounting an assault on the highest
200-metre tall dune, something I didn’t attempt
as the flyaway sand conditions meant there
wasn’t much chance of getting that far up it
this time.

Mind you, the Saharan sunset more than

made up for it, as I sat on top of a dune and

watched the sands changing colour as
nightfall approached, an absolutely

c breathtaking spectacle.
%
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Rock The Kasbah
The next day was by far the
longest day in the saddle,
covering approximately
200km mainly on piste
to the small village of
Zagora, situated in the
lush Draa Valley that
follows the Draa River,
the longest in Morocco.

Unfortunately for me
it was here I learned a
very painful lesson in
observation, or rather,
lack of it. The terrain
was fairly rocky and
we started off on
a winding track
which was quite
hard work to
actually stay
on course at
a reasonable
speed, as the
going was inter-
spersed with
nasty areas of
fine, beach-like
sand, known
locally as feche-feche.

Whipping along behind Peter at around
40mph, we were riding ‘off-piste’ on a big
stony plain and my attention was distracted
for a second by catching sight of a big sand
dune in the distance. At that crucial moment,

I failed to notice a rather large rock looming

up quickly in front of me, and with an almighty
whack I hit it square-on and launched myself
into the air, hanging wildly onto the handlebars
in an insane attempt to try and save it on landing,
which of course, I didn’t manage.

After madly slewing from side to side for
about 20m in the sand I finally gave up the ghost
and let go, taking care to throw the bike away
from me as I really didn’t fancy playing Twister
with a hot XR. I finally landed another 15m or so
down the road, slumped over forwards like a rag
doll and with Tweety-Pie going in circles around
my head. Ouch.

As a result it was the support vehicle for me
for the rest of the day. Injury toll was a couple of
fractured ribs, lots of deep tissue muscle bruising
down both legs and some rather fetching deep
grazes on my hip. A collision definitely worthy
of first place so far this year in the TBM annual
crash-fest awards!
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Delusions Of Dakar

Despite aching badly the next morning, I jumped

back on my indestructible XR (the only thing

that needed doing was a slight tweak of the front

forks), and set off up the stunning Draa Valley,
awash with huge date-palm trees and red-earth-
ern kasbahs. The going alternated between
smooth tarmac and easy undulating tracks
through picturesque villages.

On the last stretch of tarmac - a spectacular
mountain pass - back to Ouarazate, I tried out
Peter’s 650. Thumping through the tight corners
and blasting along the straights I could soon see
why having this thing to rocket along the pistes
on would be perfect, but only if your forward
observation was considerably better than mine!

Although the riding is incredibly demanding,
I have been well and truly bitten by the desert
bug and can’t wait to return, much to the Ed’s
chagrin as he watches yet another rider succumb
to the inevitable Dakar dreaming.

There’s no need to worry though Si - I think
Patsy Quick’s dust devil crown is safe for a good
few years yet...

Take Control
This Weekend

. 2 -
A unique pivoting footpeg that ﬂllfflhﬂﬂfﬂlﬂﬂl

gives you more control and feel.
Best New Product

Telephone 01306 632 962, or visit
our web site, www.pivotpegz.net
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DON'T TRAIL BEHIND!

Trail Bike GPS Receivers
* Know where you are and plan

metalmule.com
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_ adventure
equipment for motorcycles
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High quality construction and advanced
design for the harshest of environments.
* Super-fast attachment — can be mounted to or
removed from your bike in seconds. ® Robust
rack construction ¢ Strong and secure panniers
withstand water and dust ¢ Choice of finishes.

Now avaﬂﬁble
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for the BMW R1150GS and R1150GS ADV
Specially designed link pipe and oval end can
positions the exhaust closer to the bike - allows
you to fit equal-size panniers on both sides.

* No more sooty deposits along the side of your
panniers. * High level exit point for more off-
road capability. * Choice of can finish * Easily
fitted — no fuelling changes required.

www.metalmule.com
Tel: 44 (0)1273 842094 Email: info@metalmule.com
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A Clubman racer wants a bike he can really ride
hard, whilst a Sportsman needs a machine he can
grow into. Could the two be one and the same?
TBM pitched the winner of our. 250 four-stroke
shootout - Husgvarna’s TE250 - against our fave
clubman enduro bike - the two-stroke Gas Gas
EC200 - and took ‘em both racing...

STORY AND PICS: JAMES BRRNICOAT




Gas Gas EC200 is one of the best clubman
enduro bikes money can buy. Its light,
functional and incredibly easy to ride...

n the car world, it's widely acknowleds

that there’s only a certain amount of hors

power you can put through a regular front-
wheel-drive chassis. Beyond this figure, which
isn’t really much more than a couple of hundred
brake’, things start to go decidedly squiffy.
Torque-steer and wheelspin become a real prob-
lem as the laws of physics prevent the car from
putting the power to the ground, making it a
chore to drive fast. At which point you start
going backwards - into lampposts, through
hedges, that kind of thir

Now you may well be wondering where I'm
going with all this talk of hot hatches, tyre smoke
and understeer, so I'll elaborate: in a similar
fashion, there’s only a certain amount of power
that you can give to an aspiring sportsman/
clubman racer before he/she starts getting
overwhelmed. Having a surfeit of oomph
often hinders rather than helps.

Just like the four-wheeler analogy, this amount
of power is surprisingly low. In fact, I reckon it’s
probably somewhere less than 30hp. Which, by
some strange coincidence, is roughly the output
of the Gas Gas EC200, the bike which we rate as
one of the best, if not the best, clubman enduro
weapon out there. And the Husky TE250 which
won our quarter-litre thumper test two months

ago has almost exactly the same power output.
Let battle commence...

Join the Club

The modern 250 four-stroke class has come on
in leaps and bounds since its inception back in
2001 (essentially when Yamaha launched the
WR250F), and we were mightily impressed with
the winner of our latest mini-thumper shootout,
Husqvarna’s TE250 (TBM 115). In fact, we were
so taken with the little Italian bike we wondered
how it would stack up against the highly
regarded Gasser.

Could it be that a twofifty thumper is now the
preferred mount for the clubman enduro racer?
And whilst we're at it, which bike would prove
the best for a Sportsman rider to enable them to
progress through the ranks? Now before you all
write in to complain, or stew in indignation, we
know that this is an inter-class test, that the two
don't strictly compete head-to-head in enduro
competition. But what about all those Hare ‘n’

hounds events which don’t run capacity classes?
What about events where you're grouped by
ability rather than bike or capacity? And what
of those riders who simply want to enjoy their
riding, regardless of which class they enter?
Surely these guys are going to buy a race bike
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a machine w is easy to pilot, and one that
doesn’t intimidate? We certainly reckon so.

Club Land
Dver the years Gas Gas’ EC200 has never really
proved all that popular in the sales stakes, and
we're at pains to figure out why. It could be a
capacity thing, after all 200s have always been
in the same class as 250cc strokers and why
would you want to start out with a capacity
disadvantage? Well, at the first round of the
British Enduro Championship this year there
were just as many 200s entered by clubmen as
there were 250s, and the Clubman E2 class was
actually topped by a 200. Okay, the fact that most
of these machines were built in Austria rather
than Spain isn’t the point, rather it shows that
not everyone is swayed purely by displacement.
What I'd put the Gasser’s sales chart woes
down to is that the EC200 doesn’t actually FEEL
all that fast. It’s certainly nowhere near as feis
as its KTM classmate - you can push it that much
harder without feeling out of shape - and as the
Gas Gas importer puts it, “‘people take a ride on
the 200, say what a great bike it is and then go
and buy an EC250 thinking that what they need
is more power...’

incredibly compact and

For 2005 the EC200, along with the other Gas
Gas two-strokes, underwent a few detail changes,
albeit nothing too drastic. A nip here and a tuck
there resulted in a bike which is now slightly
lighter than last year’s machine and slightly
quicker turning. To be honest, we were hard
pressed to spot much of a difference in the way
the new bike rode and were simply glad that its
easy-going manners hadn’t been spoilt.

Sporting Chance
In a similar manner to the Gas Gas, we’ve always
been impressed with the TE250. Essentiall
is the second full model year for the bike because
although we tested a 2003 model early on that
year, they weren’t really available in significant
numbers until the 2004 season. At the risk of
covering old ground (the TE’s history was
detailed in issue 115 0 4T test), those early
bikes were lightweight (the lightest in class),
rev-hungry machines, which steered quickly and
provided an enjoyable, involving ride. The only
real hiccup was just that, a hiccup. For the TE
employed a spluttery Mikuni carb which slightly
spoilt things thanks to its rough throttle response.
Thankfully, the 2005 model now uses a Keihin
carb rather than a Mikuni one and as our 250
shootout showed, the throttle response is now
™T™=M 81




spot on. The Marzocchi/Sachs suspension has
always felt good, and the bike still revs to the
stratosphere. So will it feel quite so good up
against a bike as competent as the Gas Gas?
Only one way to find out...

Clubbing It

In order to gain the Sportsman point of view
we knew that we had to race the bikes at an
‘easy-going’ event. Mel, TBM's ‘Sportswoman’,
suggested that a Chiltern Hills Enduro Club
(CHEC) Hare and Hounds was probably just

SPORTS

any two-stroke, the power
, drops away abruptly. If you
o o s haven’t slipped home the next

gear by then - you're stymied -

The dyno oﬁ"en reveals a bike's
strengths and weaknesses...
N

right, and as it happened, their season opener
was particularly suited to Sportsmen - not to
mention half-an-hour from the door of the TBM
office. Result!

Situated on an old airfield, the course used the
adjacent farmland, a small section of woods and
even a few of the concrete service roads in its
four-mile length. As promised it was a simple
lap, and although the woodland was festooned
with tricky ‘white roots’ many agreed that the
toughest challenge would be finding traction on
the mud-slicked concrete.

s is so often the case, the

dyno provided a bit of a
surprise for the TBM team. For
we really thought that the mild
mannered Gas Gas was going
to be eclipsed on power by the
ultra revvy Husqvarna, but
that simply wasn’t the case.
In terms of peak power, there’s
only 0.3hp in it (the EC taking
the win with 27.8hp over the
Husky’s 27.5) but that doesn’t
tell the whole story.

First off, dyno operator Nick
usually conducts power tests
in fourth gear on six-speed
bikes such as these, but the
Gas Gas simply wouldn’t put
the power down in fourth.
The manner in which the two-
stroke (and to some extent,
most strokers) delivered its
power meant that the rear
knobbly was spinning up on
the dyno’s knurled-surface
roller, and top gear had to be
used to get a true power fig-
ure. Just one of those things
when putting knobbly-shod
bikes on a dyno, I'm afraid.

Then you only have to look
at the two curves to realise
that these bikes ride in a very
different manner. The Gas Gas
makes more power than the
Husky right through its rev
range (for the equivalent
rpm), until it stops revving at
8200rpm. At this point, as with

With both bikes coming ready prepped there
was very little to do short of check the fuel and
add our own special brand of race numbers:
Numbers-On-a-Roll (trademark TBM). Queuing
for the start, our lash-up duct tape numbers were
the source of much mirth for those around us,
though I'd have thought they’d expect nothing
less from the lacklustre TBM crew. Clearly, for
once, our reputations had not preceded us..!

Mel started the day aboard the Husky, whilst I
rode the Gas Gas, the plan being to swap bikes at
the lunchbreak (terribly civilised, I know). And so

‘cos there’s virtually no over-
rev. Making more power in a
(much) shorter space of time
makes the Gasser the more
involving ride as the Husky’s
power characteristics are very
different...

The TE250 has, as you'd
expect of a thumper (particu-
larly a DOHC one), a much
more extended powerband.
From its mid-range onwards,
the curve is smooth, steadily-
building power all the way
through to 11,500rpm. And
whereas the Gasser’s power
suddenly dies away, the Husky
clings onto it longer - from
10,000rpm to 12,500rpm the

Power curve graph demonstrates

how much more abrupt the two- /" \»
stroke power delivery. Both bikes /
produce almost identical top

end power, but the Gasser’sis /

all over and done with, come /
8500rpm, whereas the
Husky revs on to
12,500rpm!

when our start time ticked around Mel thumbed
the TE's starter button and I kicked the EC into
life. Unusually, it took a few good boots before
the motor caught and rather than zapping off
onto the course after the rapidly disappearing
Mel, I sat and allowed the motor to warm up.
Having watched the early riders come back
around I headed out onto the course with the
rear knobbly spinning all the way up the concrete
track. A gentle left-hander and the course led into
the woods, where I followed a group through the
trees. All the while the Gasser was willing me to

PDQ MOTORCYCLE DEVELOPMENTS 01628 667644

/

TEE250 05 ALL STK RO = 27.5hp
EC200 05 ALL STK RO = 27.8hp

dyno shows an almost flat line
across the graph!

A similar story is played out
on the torque graph, where
the Husky maintains its broad
spread of torque for far longer.
But for those who think that
two-strokes don’t make torque,
just look at the figures. The
Gas Gas has the beating of the
Husky all the way through
its (albeit shorter) rev range,
and has the far healthier bot-
tom-end pull of the two!
Interestingly, both bikes are
making peak torque at around
about the same revs, just over
8000rpm, though unusually,
this is at the top-end for the
Gas Gas.

So whilst the overall figures
are fairly close, looking at the

EEC Torgue (ft-ibs)

Who says two-strokes aren't very
torquey? Gasser makes more
torque than the four-stroke
Husky right the way through
its (shorter) rev-range... &

PDQ MOTORCYCLE DEVELOPMENTS 01628 667644
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TE250 05 ALL STK RO
EC200 05 ALL STK RO

curves it's obvious that these
are very different bikes to ride.




press on, and once back out onto the open going
I gave the throttle a good hard tweak. The rear
tyre scrabbled for grip, the rear-end stepped out
in that wonderfully controllable manner which
epitomises the 200’s rideability, and we took off
down the short straight. Even this early on I
could tell that the EC was gonna be pure fun...

Part of what makes the Gas Gas such a great
bike to ride is its riding position and the ease
with which everything works. Unlike some other
bikes we’ve tested, you don’t climb aboard the
EC200 and think, ‘hang on, this feels weird’".
From the off, I felt right at home on the Gasser
though if I really had to nit-pick - and I do - I'd
perhaps prefer slightly higher bars as standard;
it’s about time Gas Gas opted for a decent brace-
less set-up like KTM et al. But when everything
gels together so nicely it’s a minor point. The
hydraulic clutch is super-light, just what you
need on a small capacity stroker, the throttle
equally so. The gearbox is slick, with each cog
slotting home with a click, rather than a clunk.
And unlike the 450 Gasser tested last issue, there
was all the feel that you could ever wish for from
the brake lever(s). Top stuff. Whilst a clubman
rider will find this kind of efficiency a real bonus,
it's a necessity for someone just starting out.

While the course was still fresh, it was clear
that the ground was going to be pretty slick, and
the concrete especially slippery. Where mud had
been dragged onto the hard stuff, grip was at a
real premium and trying to get hard on the gas
was a fruitless exercise as the 200 ripped through
its rev range with a sniff of throttle. However,
that didn’t stop it from being a hoot as the bike
fish-tailed wildly right through the gears. Once
on the dirt, the Gasser hooked up beautifully.
This was especially apparent on the greasiest
part of the track, a 90-degree, off-camber turn.
Here you could coax the bike through the corner
before getting on the throttle on the uphill exit
and it would simply dig in and drive. Awesome.

Most of the corners on the lap were flat turns,
where berms soon started to build, and with fast
straights leading up to them, braking bumps
quickly appeared. They did little to faze the EC
though. Thanks to the chassis” inherent stability
and the superb damping available from the
45mm Marzocchis, the bike remained beautifully
poised, even when braking hard over the bumps.
And thanks to the light weight and the powerful
Nissins, braking could be left to the very last
minute before slinging the 200 on its ear.

At this point the nimble little Gasser simply
railed the turn and out the other side with the
minimum of fuss. No drama, no headshake, just
another corner come and gone.

Through the woods it was a similar story. With
64 TBM

For a ‘mere’ 250 four-stroke, the Husky has good
reserves of power for tackling slippery climbs...

a clear run along the tight single-track going it
was possible to really dominate the bike and
throw it around without worrying too much
about getting out of shape and clattering the
woodwork. Again it’s this eminent rideability
which makes the EC200 a bike for everyman. It
allows the clubman to push harder yet still feel
in control, while its unflappable nature won’t
daunt a sportsman when the going gets tough.

On a fast, open course the 200 was obviously
going to suffer against bigger machines in the
drag race between corners. And suffer it does - in
a straight line blast across a field there was really
little hope of matching the mid-sized thumpers
though the twofifty four-strokes are a more
achievable quarry. But assuming you haven't let
the bigger bikes get too far ahead, you can simply
wait ‘til they roll-off, then just sail past their
braking point and nip up the inside. The 200 isn’t
about all-out speed, it’s about corner speed and
maintaining a good average.

Helping keep the EC on the pace through the
turns is that wonderfully damped suspension.

I'm sure that both Clubman and Sportsman level
riders would find it firm without being harsh,
plush without being squidgy, and in fast yet
slippery conditions it was impossible to fault.
From the tight, rutted ‘n’ rooty sections of woods
to the fast undulating fields not once did I think
"Hmm, just a few more clicks of...”

Of course, another great reason to ride a small
and light machine is that they don’t beat you up
as badly as the bigger bikes do. And after an
hour-and-a-half aboard the forgiving little Gasser
I felt just as fresh as I had at signing on. The
Husky was really going to have to do extremely
well to beat this.

Sporting Times
By the end of the hour-long lunchbreak the sky
had clouded over and the wind had picked up,
boy had the course changed. Now in the reverse
direction, the ground was tacky rather than slick
and even the concrete offered decent traction.
After the Gas Gas the Husky felt tall, a little
weighty and a touch wide. Perhaps not the most
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inspiring start. There’s no denying that the EC200
is lower, lighter and thinner than the TE, but then
being a lanky so-and-so I don’t mind a tall bike;
the TE certainly rides light for a four-stroke; and
the feeling of width around the front-end, well,
erm... [ guess the Husky’s just that bit more
portly! Compared to the two-stroke, the seat
height and weight all count against the TE as a
Sportsman bike, a lower machine being easier

to manage when footing through nadgery going
and, as Mel herself admitted, the lighter Gasser’s
a little bit easier to pick up!

Alongside the major differences, I also picked
up on the minutiae. For instance, the hydraulic
clutch felt heavier than that of the Gasser and,
with the bike virtually box fresh, the gearchange
was still stiff and notchy. Thankfully, this soon
paled into insignificance.

Wahey, so that’s what 12,500rpm sounds like!
Whilst the quick-, but low-revving stroker was all
done and dusted by 8000 revs, the Husky’s just
getting into its stride at that point and across the
fields it was really singing. I'd hazard a guess
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that it was probably just as quick on the open
going as the EC200, but as the Gasser’s digi
speedo was set to tell the time I never clocked a
speed. Given a bit more space, such as on a fire
road, I'm sure the Husky would’ve had the
beating of the 200 - it certainly felt that way.
Despite the bike’s quick revving motor,
because there’s a broader spread of power than
the two-stroke it felt that bit less manic to ride,
though obviously less snappy. Just like the 200, to
make fast progress you must never let the Husky
sink down into the bottom-end as there’s little in
the way of low-down pull, and just occasionally
I found myself firing out the clutch as I did on
the Gasser. But when the TE does start to drive
it's an uninterrupted blast all the way to the
stratospheric top-end. The end of the lap was
marked with lap scoring transponder posts,
with the course doubling back on itself to head
into the woods again. Pulling away from the lap
scoring I'd get the bike partly turned into the
corner, hook second gear and pin the throttle. On
a 450 I'd have been on my ass, but the TE simply
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dug its rear tyre into the ground and pulled all
the way through until another gear was slotted
home. It was just so easy, so fuss free that you
could do it with confidence corner after corner,
just pick a gear and pin the throttle.

Tipping into the turns, the TE felt amazingly
nimble, easily as fast steering as the Gasser,
though you notice the extra weight in the transi-
tion from upright to cranked over. Just like the
Gasser, a higher set of bars would be a welcome
addition to help give a bit more leverage but
you only had to think about turning the Husky,
flat - or bermed-corner, and it did it. Part of this
is down to the ‘sharp’ chassis though I was sur-
prised to see that our bike had the forks pushed
way up through the yokes. We're not talking mil-
limetres here, but something like an inch of fork
was showing past the top clamp! Quite why the
bike came this way I'm not sure. We know that
the TE turns rapidly enough as it is, and while
not unstable it can be a little bit ‘flighty’, so why
make things worse? Well, actually I'd have to
say that on this going it didn’t seem to have an

adverse affect on the bike’s stability, and whilst it
wasn’t quite as stable as the Gas Gas, it certainly
wasn't the liability I was expecting when I first
noticed the forktops.

Where the difference between the Husky and
the Gasser was really apparent however was
through the woods, and it's as much a difference
between two- and four-strokes as it is between
these particular bikes. Here the TE simply didn’t
feel quite as taut as the 200, the extra weight and
slightly softer suspension making it harder work
and more physical than aboard the Gas Gas. But
it’s not so much a criticism, more that the two-
stroke Gasser just does it that bit better!

Sport For All

After another hour-and-a-half’s racing - this time
aboard the Husky - it was time to call it a day,
well most of the entry was already packing up!
And so back at the van we both sat down and
thought about which was the better bike for

our own level of riding ability. For the novice/
Sportsman racer such as Mel, we both agreed it's

a pretty easy call - the Husky takes the honours.
Part of that must be down to the Husky’s civi-
lized nature, items like its electric-start just make
it that bit easier to live with. But in fact the real
reason the Husky takes the Sportsman title is
because while it has the same amount of peak
power as the Gasser, it spreads it out over a much
broader rev range, making it a little less snatchy
and aggressive to ride.

Sure, I'd argue that the Gasser’s chassis is
perhaps more suited to the Sportsman rider than
the TE’s as it’s just so manageable and forgiving,
whereas the Husky can be a little bit wayward
at times. When things do get technical, or every-
thing gets a bit out of shape, the Gasser’s more
likely to get you through unscathed.

However, as mentioned right at the beginning,
ultimately it comes down to power and whilst
the TE's certainly got some go for a twofifty
thumper, at the end of the day it’s still only a 250
and unlikely to intimidate. It's got an engine
that will almost ‘grow” with the rider’s abilities,
allowing them to exploit more and more of its
power until they’re keeping the throttle pinned
more or less everywhere.

But for the moment it’s not a matter of how
easy it is to ride fast, but rather how easy it is
to ride fullstop. Because with a broad spread of
power you can worry less about being in the
right gear, and more about the terrain. And
should you tweak the throttle at the wrong
moment, the result isn’t quite so abrupt nor
disastrous as it is with the Gasser, something
Mel particularly noticed, riding in the woods.

I was actually quite surprised at how well Mel
got on with the Gasser. My initial concern was
‘would she be able to start it?” thanks to the high
kickstart and Mel's height. But she raved about
how easily it fired up, ‘it’s as easy as an electric
start’ she enthused. I also wondered how she’d
get on with the abrupt power delivery and the
relatively narrow powerband. Yet despite admit-
ting finding the TE ‘a bit easier to ride’ she really
got to grips with the EC’s feisty performance and
she seemed to really like the little Gas Gas. The
only problem is that since then, she still hasn’t
stopped talking about the Husky!

Club Class
Picking the Clubman’s choice was just that little
bit harder. Frankly, I hadn’t expected it to be this
close, but the way in which the Husky revelled
in a good caning and handled so well made the
decision much trickier. In fact the TE’s perform-
ance was mighty impressive, and if I could rely
on the basic science of lap times it might be more
clear-cut. But with a reversed course and improv-
ing conditions the timings became irrelevant.
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So here’s what it comes down to. Both bikes
are easy to ride fast, both are damn good fun,
and frankly it really depends on whether you're
a two-stroke, or a four-stroke fan (not to mention
the £1300 difference in the price). However, for
me, the Gas Gas EC200 is the bike I'd choose as
the Clubman racer.

The TE’s motor runs the 200 donk close in
terms of performance, so it’s really the chassis
and the overall riding experience which wins it
for the Gasser. The bike rides beautifully light
and virtually glides over the terrain, but you
could say that of virtually any stroker, so what
really sets the Gas Gas apart is that it's got a great
feeling of efficiency and balance. The brakes are
powerful and positive, the steering quick yet
stable, and everything works together so well
that you end up wondering why more people
haven’t cottoned on to it yet. Other than fine-tun-
ing the riding position, there’s nothing I'd change
in the way the bike rides. Out of the two, it’s the
bike I could ride harder for longer, and that to me
is the mark of a great clubman race bike. It's as
simple as that...

Thanks to: John Shirt at Gas Gas (01298 766813),
Mike Carter and Dave Plummer at Husky Sport
(01962 771122), Nick and Larry at PDO in Slough
for the dyno time (01753 811060), Gas Gas and
Husky dealers Keep Biking in Brackley (01280
705100), and all at Chiltern Hills Enduro Club
[chilternhills.info) for another great hare 'n’
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Price:
Engine:

Susp F/R /
(travel):

Weight:

Price:
Engine:

Susp F/R /
(travel):

Weight:

£5499 + otr !
249.5¢cc, DOHC, 4-valve, |
four-stroke, dual start, 6-speed
Bore/stroke: 76 x 55mm !
45mm Marzocchi (300mm) ‘
Linkage Sachs (320mm) {
Brakes F/R: 260/220mm, Brembo calipers |
Seat height: 965mm f
Ground clear: 335mm
Wheelbase: 1470mm i
Fuel capacity: 9.2L i
123kg (as tested) 3
GAS GAS EC200 |
£4262.38 + otr
199.4cc, reed valve, two-stroke,
kick start, 6-speed 1
Bore/stroke: 62.5 x 65mm
45mm Marzocchi (295mm) i
Linkage Ohlins (310mm)
Brakes F/R: 260/220mm, Nissin calipers |
Seat height: 940mm :
Ground clear: N/A !
Wheelbase: 1476mm |
Fuel capacity: 9.5L 1
115kg (approx, race ready) J

Our range of tread patterns offer the best in traction and the quality
Trelleborg carcass construction means the highest possible resistance to
both impact and penetration punctures. Careful matching of compounds
to patterns produce extreme performance and extended tyre life.

o T-946
9 ‘SuperMaster

T-644
**Army Special

Available from: TRELLESPORT
Tel: 01865 390481 Mob: 07710 662296

" 76t 01772 901320 Emai kkennybel@aol.com Web: www.kbracing.co.uk
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@008 & Beta OFFICIAL DEALERS FOR THE NORTH WEST

* New & Second Hand Bikes * Accessories
* Clothing e Service & Parts for all makes of bike

PUTOLINE OILS & MICHELIN STOCKISTS TALON WHEELS & BRAKING DISCS

SINISALO ENDURO CLOTHING - SPECIAL PRICES
p * Husaberg FE450E 05 ex demo £4,100
pror ety NEW CLOTHING & TYRE Mickgy,
At SHOWROOM NOW OPEN S 1y
o For all your Trail Bike & Enduro needs, contact ”OQ
CRAIG CHADWICK or KENNY BELFIELD on

KB RACING LTD, Unit 4, Layprint Mill, Leyland Lane, Leyland PR25 1UT

otorcycles

Cornwall

¢ No.1 Official Gas Gas Dealer
for South-West

The Parts - The Bikes - The Accessories

NEW ‘05 GAS-GAS MODELS
IN STOCK NOW - FREE KIT
AVAILABLE APRIL ONLY
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e PARTS NEXT DAY »

OFFICIAL STOCKIST
OF THOR & NO FEAR
ENDURO & MX CLOTHING
NEW ‘05 KIT IN STOCK

* £100 DELIVERY ON ALL BIKES TO
YOUR DOOR

* LOADS OF S/HAND GASSERS
AVAILABLE

e CLOTHING, HELMETS, BOOTS ETC
IN STOCK

* FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES

* ALL CREDIT CARDS AND FINANCE
WELCOME

* NEXT DAY DELIVERY
* VIEW ALL BIKES & CLOTHING ON:

www.snrmotorcycles.com
Tretoil Works, Tretoil, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 5BA

Tel: 01208 831774

S “.Rn#

Mobile: 07876 343663
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ALLOY (05) Package : £119.99 ALLOY (05) Package : £149.99 ALPINESTARS 05 Package : £119.99 ALLOY 05 (*Kids) Package : £91.99
leactor Jersey - MX1 Pant - Rev Glove  SX1 Pant - Viper Jersey - Atom Gloves Racer Pant - Racer Jersey - Dual Glove  Reactor Jersey - MX1 Pant - Revs Gloves

A WRASOF 05 £25.37 per wi (I CRF45005 224,90 per i

Apinestars 25% OFF  No Fear 25% OFF  « Diadora Boots » * Fox Clothing » * No Fear Helmetse 05 Tech6+  * KBC Storm Helmets »  » Stockists of Arai » { J
* 04 Race Gear » * 04 Race Gear » From £100 Now In Stock In Stock In Stock all sizes Al colours & sizes VX Pro & Arai Windhan = /) /

t2lepionz: 01782 338700 =1n:il; sales@dkmotorcycles.co.uk vy www.dkmotorcycles.co.uk H i i
s piiny s o gy the collection... 0800 369 537 «: info@thekeycollection.co.uk




Once upon a time, buying a budget crash helmet meant owning
a cheap plastic lid. Thankfully, things have moved on and now
for £129.99 you can get a carbon/kevlar/fibreglass shell with

a removable, washable, anti-perspiration lining, sparkly graphics
and a rubber nose- vumd such as the new X20 Pro Spark from
Portugucsc company Nexx. You also get plenty of venting, goggle
grippers on the sides, and that all-important ACU Gold sticker

if you want to go racing.

On the downside, at 1360g it’s slightly heavier than the claimed
1250g and the vents are non-adjustable. Mel’s going to be wearing
one for long-term testing, so we'll let you know just how it stands
up to some decent abuse.

Cost: £129.99 X20 Pro Spark

Contact: Nevis Marketing 01425 273344

@ Turn to the News pages where you can win yourself an X-20!

BIKING HOLIDAYS & TRAIL TOURS

The peak district guided
RANGE OF HIRE BIKES: tour experience
DRZ400, XR400, TTR250,

OR BRING YOUR OWN

PURPOSE BUILT BUNKHOUSE
WITH JET WASH & PARKING

FOR SALE
KTM 640 ADVENTURE .
BRAND NEW & UNREGISTERED B KINGé NOW BEING TAKEN FOR
BARGAIN, CALL FOR DETAILS THIS YEARS OTT DESERT ODYSSEY

www.overlandertrailtours.co.uk

HAVE NO FERR

No Fear are best known for their MX gear and
T-shirts, but they also produce a range of
trail/ enduro gear. And what we have here are
their Cargo jacket and Combat pants.
Leaning more towards trail than enduro use
(thanks to a lack of venting), at just £65 the Cargo
is the ‘value’ jacket in the range, though it still comes
with plenty of handy features. The zip-off sleeves can
be stored in the back pocket, there’s a large storm-flap
and high, padded collar to keep out the elements, and the
fit is drawstring-adjustable.
We particularly like the zips that extend part-way up
the sides of the jacket, which, along with the double main
zip, mean that the jacket doesn’t bunch up when you’re sat on
the bike. However, whilst the cargo comes with plenty of pockets
they could do with being a little more capacious, and with bigger
openings too!
If it's storage space you're after, the Combat pants have that
covered. There’s a huge pocket on each leg which’ll easily hold
OS maps, spare gloves and more, though again the openings
are a little small. As is the norm with this style of riding kit,
the legs fit over your boots, with the inner lining running
down inside the boot. But unlike regular trail pants, the
Combats feature zip-off legs so that you can turn them into
shorts should you wish to indulge in a spot of freestyle,
er... trailriding!
The pants come with a zip and buckle fly, there are
belt loops around the waist and a softly padded lumber
panel. Overall, they look to be nicely finished, especial-
ly for their £65 price tag, and come in three colour-
ways: black, charcoal, or indigo, whereas the jacket
comes in only two-tone black/grey.
Cost: £65 Cargo jacket / £65 Combat pants
Contact: No Fear Europe 00 33 442 163 604
email: mxnofeareurope@wanadoo.fr

Includes bike, gear, food + accom, guides/mechanics and back-up jeep. 10 years in business.

NEW for this season
- 2005 KTM 450 EXC!
Join us on one of our off-road tours in
Andorra, Spain, Portugal or Morocco.
Tour dates Morocco - Spring 2006
o~ now on the web
Contact Su on 00376 32 50 99

motoaventures@andorra.ad

SPECIAL WINTER OFFERS &
GUIDED TOURS AVAILABLE
Tel: 01550 750 274
Emall: trailriding@cambrianway.com
www.offroadwales.co.uk

www.motoaventures.com
Check out our OFF-ROAD and ROAD TOURS! Dates and availability on the web.

"OFFROAD - WORIBINIDES

3 RROFESS!ONAL OFF ROAD TOURS IN
SOUTHERN SPAIN

For novices and experts aiike, we promise you the ride of your ife, amid
the Spayln pit your wits against the

scenery
trails of the mountains close to the holiday resort of Nerja. Various
avallable; -weekends, all-

e fights/transfers, accomodation protective clothing®.
guided by lan, EdetishEmodmbnmmoverzsyeafsom
experience. riders or groups welcome, check the website for
detaiis or phone now for avallabiity.

Ring 0034 627 834 430 (English speaking) www.Redtread.com
*please contact us for full details.

as featured on men & motors m

Tel: 01256 770775 Fax: 01256 771773 Jan 2004 men&motors

www.hctravel.com email: david@hctravel.com

In association with: m m
&y siukolene >




OFF ROAD BIKING IN SPAIN
Ride in the
Pyrenees on the
Costa Brava

- 250/450

rts and p
kqow] 2
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WILTSHIRE
TRAIL RIDES LTD
07789 345 566

OFF ROAD TRAIL RIDING
MONDAY-SUNDAY IN THE
WILTSHIRE COUNTRYSIDE
~ NOVICE TO ADVANCED -

AVAILABLE WITH HIRE BIKES

OR YOUR OWN
23862 www.wiltshiretrailrides.co.uk

KTM, Honda, Suzuki,
Yamaha & Husky

WILDERNESS

WHEELS

morocco

Trail riding in
Maracco all year
reunds:

Dosert, mounfain,

WWWW
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BIKING HOLIDAYS & TRAIL TOURS

25511

Trailblazers-Spain

OFF ROAD MOTORCYCLE TRAIL RIDING IN THE
SUNNY SIERRAS OF SOUTHERN SPAIN

Tailored packages from novice to expert
Hotel, flights, transfers. All equipment included

Mini Breaks or Weekends
Free Hire Car for four and more riders

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT GRAHAM OR LIZ
= Spain: +3495 2030179
* Mobile: 07787 521621
* Email: enquiry@trailblazers-spain.com
* Website: www.trailblazers-spain.com

8| ALL the gear and a guide who knows the

HIRE one of our Honda CRF230F Bikes
GREAT if you are a beginner
LOTS of fun if you are a regular trail rider
We supply the bikes, fuel, insurance

5Omerset & Deyy, =

www. TRAILBINKETOURS. co.un

BEST green lanes in the West Country
Just bring your enthusiasm ! Ride the best Green Lanes

in the West Country |
“Coast to Coast”

Weekend & Mid-Week Tours of EXMOOR
QUANTOCKS & S.EAST DEVON with
Guide, B&B & greatyillage pubs!
4 M5)

>4 3 R 2 We weilcome careful & considerate riders
Maximum group size of six riders 01460 281173 / 07940 885867

Just give us a call to book www.trailbiketours.co.uk

A
e
UMBRIA TRAIL TOURS, ITALY &
www.umbriatrailtours.com
Come and ride the fabulous countryside in
the green heart of Italy with an English
guide
Multi-terrain trails for all abilities
including new routes for clubmen level
and above
All in package/Half board accommodation
Families and partners most welcome as
other activities available
Try the Italian experience

Phone Jeremy or Sue for an info pack on:
0039 075 855779970039 340 1265964
Email: jergoodier@hotmail.com

ADVENTUROMANIA N =]

OFF ROAD ADVENTURE BIKING IN THE SUNNY

CARPATHIAN MOUNTAINS IN ROMANIA

99% off road adventure tours riding trails and trads through

the mountains and forests of Romania. Over 100km per day

on thousands of different trails in breathtaking scenery - a

B Guided tours suitable from novice to expert April-October

W Excellent condition KDX 2205, CRM, DRZ or bring your
own bike

fers from airport - 2 hours
B Full support and back-up
W Excellent food and accommodation

For more information contact Steve or Vica

u Email: sf.palmer@virgin.net

m UK tel: 01368 840728

m Romania tel: 0040 (0)741 547126

www.adventuromania.co.uk

Year round, guided trail riding
in South West France. Groups
and individual riders of all
levels catered for. Hire bikes
and kit or we will transport
your own bike from a central
UK drop-off point giving you
ithe freedom to fly at your
leisure.

‘Trials training available with
' James Lampkin.

 For further information and
prices contact:

Gary on 0033 565 300465 or
Vince on 07736 164705
. Email: gjthompson2001!yahoo.co.uk

PROFESSIONAL TAILORED PACKAGES FOR NOVICES AND EXPERTS
PLEASE CALL (UK) 01730 301414 (SPAIN) 0034 965 369 193
www. blazing-saddles.co.uk

1,2,3,5,8 and 12
Day Outback Tours

Phone/Fax: +61 7 4031 0540
Mobile: +61 412 950 192

CAIRNS

AUSTRALIA

.FairDinkumBikeTours.com




WR250F: Better than it was,
but not yet fully sorted...

ou know how it is - there are fun tests
Yand not-so-fun tests. Let me give you

an example of both. Fun test: it’s June,
the sun is shining and you're on a loamy
enduro course. The 450 you're riding has just
hooked third gear on the way out of a bermed
corner and as you shift your weight back the
front end starts to climb. You look good, the

photographer’s camera goes click and he gives

you a big smile and a thumbs-up. All is well
with the world.

Not-so-fun test: it's January, the sleet is
horizontal and you can no lon;,cx feel your
extremities. The CCM 644 you're rldlm_, is
equipped with trail tyres and a particularly
grabby front brake. As you sling it into a
corner for the 20th time for the photographer,
the front end lets go... swiftly followed by the
rear. Then as you plant your outstretched leg
the sound of ripping fabric comes not from
your riding jeans, but your knee ligament. You
just manage to save it and look up to see the
smudger talking on his mobile phone. Doh!
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Fortunately for me, this was shaping up
to be a fun test. The sun was shining, the
pressure of work was off and thanks to the
fitment of an aftermarket CRD pipe to our
long-term 2005 Yamaha WR250F, I knew I had
a load more midrange to play with. The dyno
had confirmed that our bike’s missing power
had been found, now all we needed was a
road-test to confirm that it felt as good on
the dirt as the dyno had predicted it would.

[ signed up for one of the excellent Chiltern
Hills Enduro Club events and on a crisp, but
warm late April day, took my place alongside
240 other riders. The WR-F fired-up first push
of the starter (after we renewed the broken
electric-start button after a session with Mel!)
and I was off on an excellent flowing ten-mile
lap through the Bucks countryside.

With its newly reinstated power the WR
felt really strong in the midrange accelerating
briskly between slippery corners and with
plenty of grunt in reserve for the few short
sharp hill-climbs. In fact all was going well
until it stalled unexpectedly on a short straight,
and then fluffed a couple of times when I let
the revs drop. It felt like it was choking up.

I revved it a couple of times and it seemed
to clear, but for the rest of the morning session
if I let the revs drop too low it struggled before
revving clean again. It felt like it was running
too rich and after finishing the morning session
a look at the sooty deposits on the exhaust con-
firmed we still had a bit more work to do to
get the jetting spot on.

Obviously, no sooner had I stopped than
[ had yanked the tank and seat and got the
top off the carb in order to drop the needle...

Er, no. In fact I settled down for a bacon
sarnie and a cup of tea in the sunshine. I'd
decided that however important the jetting
changes were, they’d just have to wait - and
I would ‘ride round’ the problem. In fairness,
the afternoon session went much better. The
bike ran a bit crisper, and the course had dried
out so that our WR spent a lot more time with
the throttle wound open.

This only served to remind me what a great
little enduro package the 250F really is. So
strong for a 250, it’s really an excellent little
racer - good suspension, ‘stable handling and
really ballsy motor, why would you want
anything more?

Now if only we could sort out the jetting
issues, the next test should be really fun...

Wild Wales

Freedom to Ride
THE LION

RoyaL HOTEL

Rhayader, Radnorshire

Good hospitality
(clodnsdried,had\shnﬂ)
Gmp maintenance
* “Fort Knox" security
+ Guided tours our speciality

HORSETREKKING FROM OUR
BHS APPROVED CENTRE

3 Tek: Mary Collard 01597 810202
Fax: 01597 810751

GET RESULTS

To advertise here call
Natalie Watson

BIKING HOLIDAYS & 'l'nAll. 'I'OIIRS

TRAIL RIDES

‘God’s country guided’
tel: 07875 280888

www.yorkshiretrailrides.co.uk

I: www.algarve-offroad.com / T: 00351-282 969 431
F: 00351-282 969 432 / M: 00351-96 702 9795

[ www.bjctraittours. co.uk

* The best trail rides in
Wiltshire with top guides

* Packages to suit all
« [nsurance, fuel,
equipment, guidance and
lunch included
« Riders with own bikes
welcome

Contact Bryan Carter
Tel: 01793 849661
Mob: 07913 444099

Email: bjctrailtoursuk@tiscali.co.uk

25621

The incredible

Honda CRF230F

« Electric start
« Lightweight

« The ultimate green lan

» Demos available

24667

Sole UK importers: Conquest Motorcycles
Tel: 01202 820009 » Email: sales@conquestmotorcycles.com

Price £2995.00 OTR
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Safety in Progress since 1954

For your nearest stockist contact

the collection... 0800 369 537 -: info@thekeycollection.co.uk




KNIGHT

t the end of my last column I said that
I hoped my run of good form would
continue to include the opening two
rounds of the FIM World Enduro
Championship. Well, with both the
Spanish opener and the second round
from Portugal now behind me, 'm
happy to say that it did! And as things
stand I'm leading the Enduro 3 world
championship by some 25 points and
couldn’t have asked for a better start
to the series.

. IKNIGHTER'S WINNING
STRERIK CONTINUES...

I knew that I was riding well going
into the first race in Spain but until
that first event had passed there was
no point in being too confident.

There’s always something, or more
to the point someorne, that comes along
and messes up your plans if you start
thinking that it’s going to be your year.

With some riders avoiding competi-
tion prior to the start of the WEC,
while others compete in the Italian,
Spanish, German or Swedish national
championships, you never know
exactly how fast your classmates are
going to be until Sunday night after
the first round of the series. Thankfully,
they weren't as fast as me...

Spain was, well, a bit of a weird
event really. Firstly it rained, which
no one was really expecting although
we’ve had plenty of wet season
openers in past years. Secondly, and I
don’t know how to write this without
it sounding big headed, but I won easi-
ly. With the event featuring an enduro
test that took close to two-and-a-half
hours to walk, a Mickey Mouse MX
test and an extreme test situated in the

e il

city, winning by more than two min-
utes on each day was something I
would never have expected. I know
that I like it when conditions get wet,
but I didn’t think that it was that wet
in Spain, certainly not as wet as it
could have been. And although I
enjoyed the tests, the likes of Mika
Ahola and Marko Tarkkala should
have been faster than they were.

But Mika, who is the rider I expect-
ed to push me the hardest, DNF’'d day
one with a mechanical problem, and
did me a huge favour. So starting the
season in this way was great, not only
for me but also for the Farioli team
and all the team’s sponsors who had
worked really hard making sure every-
thing was ready for the GP of Spain.

I knew that in Portugal I'd have to
work harder to win. With conditions
much drier than in Spain, Marko and
Mika were both set on beating me.

It was no secret that they didn’t like
being beaten by so much in Spain, I
know I certainly wouldn’t have liked
to have been beaten like that, so in
Portugal I expected them to pull out
all the stops. In fact Mika said in Spain
that he’d be able to challenge me as
soon as a grassy MX test featured in
one of the events. Well, there was a
grass MX test in Portugal, but guess
what? He still didn’t beat me..!

Things were much closer between
myself and my class-mates in Portugal
though, but I still won both days - day
one by 30secs and day two by 25secs.
Certainly not as big a winning margin
as in Spain, but a win is a win, and I
certainly wasn’t riding beyond my
limits to do so.

The extreme test in Portugal played
right into my hands and was where I
was able to open up most of my

Knighter’s been

settling in well

with the Farioli-
team, which has

helped him relax

a little more...

advantage. It was also where Marko
Tarkkala, my team-mate and the rider
closest to me in the E3 championship,
ended up stuck in a bush - twice(!) -
losing around 30secs and dropping
from second to eighth on day one.
With Mika having failed to score
points on day one in Spain and
Marko scoring very few on day two in Portugal,
winning both days in Portugal meant that
already have a whole day’s points advantage in
the championship. Not bad after only four days
of racing. If the two Finns keep battling against
each other, and taking points from one another
as well as messing up now and then, it will
certainly make my job much easier.
On the whole the two opening rounds of the
world championship were pretty good, and not
just in terms of my results. With my team-mate
Ivan Cervantes winning the E1 class on both
days in Spain and Portugal, as well as Italians
Alex Belometti and Alessandro Botturi having
also visited the podium this year, the atmosphere
in the Farioli KTM team is incredibly relaxed
at the moment.
The only thing that I didn’t like about the first
race of the season in Spain was that some riders
were whingeing about the extreme test. I think
they were more annoyed with the fact that the
motocross test was rubbish and that the club
should have put more effort into it before
working on the ‘spectator special’. But I think
they should just shut up and get on with riding!
After all, it’s the same for everyone.
The extreme test in Spain was essentially an
indoor enduro course, but outdoors. Featuring
pretty much all the obstacles you’d expect to
find at the Barcelona Indoor - logs, rocks, jumps,
sand etc - certain riders reckon that extreme tests
shouldn’t be a part of the WEC. Maybe they have
a point, but each WEC event this year will feature
one, so instead of moaning about them being too
difficult I think they should get practicing, like
I've been doing with jumping. Some riders would
prefer Extreme tests to have a cash prize for the

«.And when he’s
relaxed, he rides
even faster...

fastest times, rather than counting towards the !

days results. But I decided to leave the riders’ I

meeting in Spain where the subject was being

raised, rather than saying something that would ’

have aggravated the other riders. No doubt the

debate will continue to rage, but I certainly won’t

be losing any sleep over extreme tests... |'
™M 8l
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BRECHFA ENDURO, 17 APRIL

n eight-hour day is what the Dyfed Dirt
Bike Club had originally planned for the
Championship class riders at the second
round of the ‘05 BEC series, the Brechfa Enduro,
held near Carmarthen in West Wales. Organising
their first ever British championship event, the
DDBC were forced to cancel the last planned
lap of the day due to the wet Welsh weather,

event. Yep, the Brechfa marked a welcome return
for another ‘proper’ Welsh, forest-based enduro
to the series.

The Event...

Few riders really knew what to expect from the
second round of the series, and with good reason
- the forest hadn’t been used to stage a round of
the national championship since "98. Previously
the home of the ISCA enduro, an event run by
the now all but defunct Caerleon club, the course
was laid out by a small group of experienced
riders - and it showed. This event was certainly
no trail ride!

Featuring three time checks per lap, giving a
total lap mileage of approximately 32 miles, the

s2 TBM
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resulting in a shorter, but every bit as challenging,

ROUND 2: CLWB BEIC MODUR DYFED,

Brechfa featured one cross-country test, which was
within the first check of the lap. All riders arrived
at the first test of the day shortly after the start, with
both the Championship and Expert classes timed
on every lap.

Starting on a forest road, before heading up
a steep but fast climb, the test soon entered its
‘technical section’ as it weaved its way through,
around and over some extremely challenging forest

terrain. Featuring both high- and low-speed sections,

the slippery forest floor was littered with tree roots
and stumps, which caught out more than a few
riders - just like enduro tests used to do!

Of the three time checks two were seven miles
long and the other 18. All featured little road-work,
and what started out as a challenging but enjoyable
‘proper” enduro ride developed into some pretty
difficult going. The last check of each lap was the
tightest on time for the Championship class, and
only a handful of riders went clean on the last check
of the day thanks to one particularly tricky climb.
Due to the congestion on this check, the organisers
decided to scrap all penalties from the check. Had
they not have done so, the event would have had
a very different set of results!

And The

Winners Are...
Coming into the event off the
back of two WEC victories, it
came as little surprise that David
Knight topped the overall results
aboard his D3-Racing KTM.
Posting the quickest times on

all four runs through the cross-
country test, Knighter again
proved that no matter what the
conditions he’s the rider to beat.
Well aware that it would be a
long day in the saddle, and that
his 525cc thumper wasn’t the
easiest of machines to manoeu-
vre around the forest, Knighter

started cautiously and only really

did enough to ensure another
maximum points haul to extend
his championship lead, finishing
the event with a 16 second win.
Behind him and mirroring his
performance from the Breckland
Enduro, where he finished as

runner-up on both days, Honda
Racing Fast Eddy PAR Homes
rider Paul Edmondson was back
on a 250cc two-stroke having
raced aboard a quarter-litre
thumper while on international
duties. Although just a few
seconds slower than Knight on
each test, Edmondson found
himself outpaced by 125cc KTM
rider Ed Jones on the first test of
the day, before upping his pace
and moving comfortably ahead
of the Welshman on the second,
third and final tests. By finishing
as overall runner-up Edmondson
topped the Enduro 2 class to
strengthen his position at the top
of the 250cc two-stroke /450cc
four-stroke category.

Clearly enjoying competing in

his favourite conditions, Ed Jones

came out all guns blazing on the
first test of the day, despite being
one of the first riders onto the
test and as a result having no
ruts to use. Posting a time equal
to David Knight's, Ed was
determined to make the most

of his woods riding skills and

was never headed in the E1 class.

Finishing five places ahead of his
nearest E1 class rival, Ed secured
his position at the top of the E1
championship.

With one E3, one E2 and one
E1 rider making up the overall
top three, New Zealander Chris
Birch took fourth aboard his
250cc Husqvarna. Placing ahead
of Sandiford Honda rider Wayne
Braybrook by the narrowest of
margins in both the overall and
Enduro 2 results, Birch was one
of the riders to benefit from the
scrapping of the penalties from
the event’s final check.

Making it five Enduro 2 class
riders within the overall top
seven places of the Champion-
ship class, Braybrook was fol-
lowed home by Gas Gas rider
Paul Whibley. Some five seconds
behind Braybrook, Whibley
just managed to edge ahead of
Honda’s Euan McConnell who
in turn placed ahead of the sec-
ond highest E1 class rider, Daryl
Bolter.

Having never finished a really
demanding, wet, Welsh forest-

PADDOCK
POINTERS

The Dyfed Dirt Bike
Club deserve a pat on
the back for taking the
plunge and organising
a round of the BEC
series - their first ever
BEC event. Unsure, if
they could pull off such
an event, if the com-
ments of the majority of
the Championship class

thing to
go by the Brechfa will
certainly be extremely
warmly welcomed

again next year.

stry Commission
Wales is enabling enduro
sport to happen in
Wales and is actively
supporting events like
the Brechfa. With the
sport of enduro heav
reliant on the Forestry
Commission’s managed
estates, FCW supporting
organised competition
can only be a good thing

for all concerned.

The fact that it well
d it down

during the Br
Enduro meant that the
Dyfed Dirt Bike Club
learnt first-hand just
how much harder
organising a BEC event
can be when conditions
turn bad. Considering
the weather they had,

most reckoned t}

did a very good job!
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based enduro before Bolter was
clearly pleased with his second-
in-class result and now sits just
one point behind Ed Jones in

the E1 championship standings.

Surprise,
surprise...

The stand-out performance at
the Brechfa Enduro was that of
Husky Sport Husqvarna rider
Chris Birch. With the Breckland
coming as a bit of a shock to the
system, (Birch finished 26th and
20th in the overall Champion-
ship class), the New Zealander
found the slippery Welsh event
very much more to his liking.
Producing four consistent special
test times, Chris was placed

David Knight hustled his fiery
525 KTM around the Brechfa
to win the overall...

fourth in the overall standings,
and finished runner-up to Paul
Edmondson in the Enduro 2
class.

PADDOCK
POINTERS

With so many events
now decided on special
test times alone, having
the Brechfa end with all
but a few riders losing
time was something
welcomed by most of
the Championship class.
However, as a ‘proper’,
old fashioned style
enduro, the scrapping
of the final “tight’

check was seen as a
disappointing, but
understandable,
decision considering
the weather conditions.
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According to a brief
note in the event
programme, illegal
riding in the Brechfa
Forest is still a big
problem, something
the DDBC are keen to
eradicate. With Forestry
Commission Wales
having given enduros

a second chance in the
forest, any rider caught
riding I”L"d”\ will now
have their madnm
confiscated and be
banned from all ACU
motorcycle events.
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Everyone’s Talking About...
s with the start of any major champi-
onship, the days leading up to the
opening round of the ‘05 Maxxis FIM

World Enduro Championship were filled with

speculation - who would finish the nine round

series as a champion? In the E1 class most agreed
that as many as ten riders could win races during
the coming months, but no-one was prepared

to take a guess on who'd scoop the title. In the

E2 class everyone agreed that it would be a

two-horse race between Finn Samuli Aro and

Australian Stefan Merriman. But in the E3 class

David Knight was the paddock’s clear favourite,

without exception!

As well as pre-championship guestimates, the
weather and the event's special tests were the
most talked about subjects in Spain, with the ‘do
we really need extreme tests in enduros’ debate
again being raised by several of the series” top
riders. With the organising club having clearly
put a lot of work into the inner city extreme test,
86 TBM

the event’s motocross test was sub-standard. This
annoyed several riders as they felt that an extreme
test should only be added to a race after a good
motocross and cross-country test is marked out.

As for the weather, well, it was pretty miserable.
With everyone prepared for clear skies and dry
conditions it didn’t turn out that way as rain put
a ddmpcncr on the event, in more ways than one.

What was great to see in Guadalajara was the
amount of teams and trucks in the paddock, and
the number of bikes within parc ferme. With priva-
teers and the introduction of the Enduro Junior
class having swelled the number of WEC entrants,
the opening round of the series had a much more
vibrant atmosphere than it did 12 months ago.

Of all the trucks within the paddock, it was the
Gas Gas Poland articulated lorry that proved the
biggest talking point. Looking more like a five star
luxury hotel on the inside than a race transporter,
the massive truck featured a drop-down tail lift that
carefully placed the team’s Suzuki jeep inside the
back of the vehicle. Rumored to have cost upwards

of 200,000 euros, the part Polish
Motorcycle Federation funded
transporter certainly turned
heads. The fact that it had just
two Enduro Junior riders
working from beneath its huge
awning lead many to joke that
it must have been paid for with
proceeds raised from the stolen
bikes from last years ISDE..!

And The

Winners Are...

After topping the opening event
of last year’s series, Spaniard
Ivan Cervantes was expected

to win in Guadalajara. Armed
with KTM’s new DOHC 250cc
four-stroke, highly motivated
and riding with the advantage
of competing on home soil, Ivan
claimed maximum points on

both days. But there were two
things that made Ivan’s winning
rides even more impressive.
Firstly, it rained in Spain (!),
conditions in which the former
motocross rider has often
struggled. Secondly, the event
featured a technical cross-country
test, again something that has
troubled the long-haired Farioli
team rider in past seasons.
Seemingly unfazed by the wet
stuff, or the fact that he was more
often than not the first rider onto
each of the event’s special tests,
Ivan made few mistakes and
posted quick test times. Starting
both days on the pace and then
remaining both fast and
consistent, Ivan rode every bit

as well as he did 12 months ago
to claim an early lead in the
Enduro 1 championship, much
to his and KTM's delight.

It was Frenchman Marc
Germain, competing aboard his
Yamaha France WR250F, that
claimed the runner-up spot on
day one. Some 48 seconds behind
Cervantes, Germain, as a known
wet weather performer, proved
that despite having made only
occasional WEC outings in 04
he still has the speed to finish
on the podium. Never really
a threat to Cervantes, Germain
only just managed to stay in
the second place position as
he squeezed himself between
the Spaniard and third place
rider Paul Edmondson.

Finishing the day just two
seconds behind Germain, Paul
Edmondson started the season
in the way he’d planned - by
finishing on the podium.
Struggling a little to adjust to
riding a 250cc four-stroke in the
mud, Eddy managed to pull him-
self up the class results after a
slow start to the day. At the end
of just over 50 minutes of special
test action Edmondson was just
one second ahead of Bartosz
Oblucki and a further two
seconds up on Italian Alex
Belometti. Things in the E1
class were certainly tight!

On day two Cervantes was
again a class above the rest and
was joined by two different

PADDOC
POINTER

MKTM'’s long awaited
DOHC four-stroke
proved both reliable and
extremely competitive
in its maiden WEC out-
ing, claiming the top spot
in the E1 class on both
days. Looking very much
like it’s ready to go into

production, the orange

250F could well be the
machine to top the E1

class this season.

Numerous riders
commented that they
could see the influence
that former world enduro
champion Giovanni Sala,
acting as official course
inspector, had on the
event. Arriving in
Guadalajara one week
beforehand, Gio
commented that he really
needs to arrive at events
even earlier to ensure that
things run smoothly, and
that he was now working
harder than when he was

a rider!

The increase in the
number of non-factory
\Llppm‘lcd teams ﬂﬂd
privately-entered riders
at the WEC opener was
encouraging to see after
the championship entry
had shrunk to
disappointingly low

numbers in recent
seasons. With the uro
Junior class helping to
add volume to the WE
entry, only time will tell

if as many riders compete

every round.
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The Event...

The opening round of the "05 World Enduro Championship proved to be a
much tougher event than expected. Situated on the outskirts of Guadalajara,
55km from Madrid, the terrain was relatively flat and open featuring short,
sharp climbs rather than rolling hills. Course inspector Giovanni Sala comment-
ed that with the exception of a few hills, the time controls could be ridden on a
Vespa! But heavy rain during the opening day made it a much more challenging
event. Run on B schedule due to the bad weather, the event featured four time
checks and three special tests (one motocross special, one cross-country test and
one extreme test as is now an FIM minimum requirement) as well as one or two
single track climbs that proved troublesome for several riders.

The cross-country test was one of the longest seen on the WEC for many
years. Taking two to three hours to walk, the test wound its way across the
Spanish countryside and was where the event was won or lost as far as the top
riders were concerned. With the test being so long, the difference between a
good run through and a bad run was often as much as a minute, or more! Just
like the going, it featured a few tricky climbs, and was ridden within the first
check of the lap along with the motocross test.

While the cross-country special was a ‘proper’ enduro special test, the
motocross test came in for much criticism from the riders. Pegged out on a flat
featureless field, it had to be heavily modified by Giovanni Sala before the event
and even then was boring, causing problems for the riders when broken marker
tapes resulted in some people missing the corners. By comparison the extreme
test, which was like an indoor enduro course outdoors, was extremely cha]leng-
ing with numerous man-made obstacles. Featuring rocks, sand, trees, steps,
jumps and water-holes, most riders were a little dubious before the event but
commented afterwards that they’d enjoyed riding it.
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riders on the podium. Claiming
the runner-up spot aboard h
two-stroke TM was Sweden’s
Rickard Larsson. With Mark
Germain dropping to sixth and
Edmondson to fifth, Petteri
Silvan took third to give KTM's
new 250cc thumper two podium
places on day two of its debut
event.

Despite admitting that he was
feeling anything but confident
about his chances of topping the
Enduro 2 class in Spain, Stefan
Merriman started the season as
he’d finished 04 - on winning
form. Concerned about his speed
- having performed below par at
the opening rounds of the Italian
Enduro Championship - Stefan
proved he needn’t have worried
about being off the pace!

On day one, instead of Finn
Samuli Aro challenging him,
it was the relatively unknown
Frenchman Fabien Planet who
pushed the Aussie ace the hard-
est. Despite having been nur-
tured by former WEC rider Eric
Bernard for the past few seasons,

no-one expected the young KTM
rider to feature so close to the top
of the E2 class results, although
he was still some 48s behind
Merriman.

For Aro the opening day was
a bit of a shock to the system.
Having spent weeks training in
the dry conditions of southern
Spain, the fact that he’d n
ridden his 450cc KTM in mud
before meant that he didn’t get
the best from it. Inconsistent on
the tests, Samuli managed to fin-
ish on the podium despite being
over a minute off the pace of
Merrima

Day two saw Merriman com-
fortably quicker than all other E2
class riders as he claimed the day
win to give him the perfect start
to the season. Injuring a finger
when he parted company with
his bike on the extreme test made
things a little more difficult for
the Yamaha rider but nonetheless
he still topped the class by over
half a minute.

Behind him Samuli claimed
the runner-up spot, with Planet
squeezed into fourth by Husky
rider Anders Eriksson.

To finish more than two min-
utes ahead of your nearest com-
petitor is something that is all
but unheard off in WEC these
days but that is exactly what
David Knight managed in the
Enduro 3 class.

Armed with a full-factory

M, and the determination
to claim his first ever world
championship title this seas
Knighter simply proved too
strong for his class-mates
claimed a massive winning
margin on both days, to start
the season with a perfect result.

Not needing to push himself
too hard, Knighter extend-
ing his lead with each pas
test - on both days. Winning
every test in the E3 class, he fin-
ished the weekend as the fastest
overall rider. But this wasn’t offi-
cially recognised as the “Scratch’
class (awarded to the rider with
the fastest time overall) has now
been scrapped!

David’s team-mate, Marko
Tarkkala, claimed the runner-up

POINTERS

Spaniard Arnau
Vilanova decided
mid-way through the first
day that life as a full-time
WEC competitor wasn’t
for him. Pulling out of
the event and the
championship, Arnau said
thanks but no thanks to
his boss Paul Edmondson
and the Honda Racing
Fast Eddy PAR Homes
team, and headed home.
His reason for quitting?
Arnau said that he hadn’t
enjoyed being away from
home and that he only
wanted to race in the
Spanish championship.

Swede Rickard Larsson
criticised the organisers
for not having alternative
routes up some of the hills
after the TM factory rider
lost time on day one when
he got stuck behind other
riders. Rickard, who
finished eighth in the
El class on day one after
dropping two minutes,
would have placed as
runner-up (as he did on
day two) had he not been
held up.

The promise by

WEC promoter, Alain
Blanchard, that all events
in ‘05 would be timed
with transponders didn’t
materialise in Spain due
to ‘the system not being
ready’. Having been used
at the opening rounds

of the Italian Enduro
Championship, it was
decided that until the
set-up is fully functional
and glitch-free,
conventional timing
should be used instead.
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spot on day one, with Husaberg-mounted enduro
veteran Mario Rinaldi placing third. On day two
Husqvarna rider Mika Ahola finished a distant

second to David, a disappointing mechanical DNF

having put him out on day one. With Tarkkala in
third it meant that KTM riders held the top two
spots in the E3 class after the opening round.

Newly introduced for 2005, the Enduro Junior
class (for riders under the age of 21) saw a few
new names in WEC, with Spaniard Cristobal
Guerrero topping the class on both days. With
all capacity machines mixed together in the ‘EJ’
class, Guerrero was followed home by his 250cc
two-stroke Gas Gas mounted team-mate Oriol
Mena on day two, with Brit-based Aussie Jake
Stapleton in third.

In the tough conditions, all of the junior riders
lost time and Guerrero placed comfortably ahead
of the rest of the under-21s, with 21 riders finding
things too tough and failing to finish.

On day two Guerrero again proved to be the
class’s quickest rider, finishing one-and-a-half

minutes ahead of Stapleton, with Husqvarna rider

Daryl Bolter making it onto his first ever WEC
podium. Whilst all of the riders within the top ten
managed to stay on time on day two, Guerrero’s
combined test times would have placed him sev-
enth in the E2 class!

S0 TEeM

Surprise, Surprise

Although known to be a lover of wet, challenging
events, the ease with which David Knight topped
the opening round of the ‘05 WEC took everyone,
including David himself, by surprise. While many
were expecting a strong performance from the
Manxman thanks to promising early season results,
nobody expected him to be quite as fast as he was.
Making many of his rivals, riders that are extremely
fast, extremely talented and extremely well support-
ed, look like they were WEC first-timers, David
schooled everyone in the art of how to stamp your
name on a world championship round.

While Knighter’s dominance of the E3 class
confirmed what many had predicted, little-known
Frenchman Fabien Planet made a name for himself
by finishing as runner-up to Stefan Merriman in the
E2 class on day one, and then backing up the result
by placing fourth on day two. In previous seasons,
Planet had only produced the occasional strong
result aboard a 125cc machine, though he appeared
to be right at home on a 250cc two-stroke and
proved to be the big upset of the E2 class. Paying
his own way in the WEC series this season with the
help of his loyal sponsors, the KTM France rider also
proved that a two-stoke, and a LIGHTLY modified
two-stroke at that, can still be extremely competitive
at the highest level.

While some produced strong results, the number
of riders that struggled at the season opener was
high. In the E1 class eight riders failed to reach the
finish of day one, with the E2 category losing 12.
Many others lost time and simply gave up! Thanks
to the wet conditions, the riders that had spent much
of their pre-season training in the sunnier climes of
southern Spain seemed to suffer the most.

Better Luck Next Time

A number of riders made disappointing starts
to their championship campaigns, including the
man many tipped to challenge David Knight for
the E3 title - Husqvarna’s Mika Ahola. Failing
to reach the end of day one due to a mechanical
problem, Mika managed to bounce back on day
two but was all too aware that the loss of 25
championship points so early on in the season
is something that is going to make his job a lot
harder in the next few rounds.

But while Mika was able to re-start on day two,
fellow Finn Petri Pohjamo wasn’t quite so lucky,
as the TM-mounted former 125cc world champion
parted company with his 450cc four-stroke on day
one, badly injuring an elbow. Petri was on a plane
home to receive surgery before the end of the second
day’s competition, his likely three-month lay-off
coming as a huge blow for the Italian squad.

Also suffering injury was Valtteri Salonen.

The young Finn crashed and badly cut his knee,
despite the fact that he was wearing knee braces.
Having received stitches to the wound, he tried
to compete on day two but left the Spanish event
without scoring points.

Simone Albergoni and Bartosz Oblucki did
post some points on the scoreboard, though far
fewer than were expected. The two riders, who'd
battled it out for the runner-up spot in last year’s
E1 class, failed to finish inside the top five of the
E1 class on either day.

The Manufacturers’ Race

As far as the manufacturers’ race was concerned,
the season opener was all about KTM. With Ivan
Cervantes topping both days in the Enduro 1 class,
David Knight both days in the Enduro 3 class, and
Fabien Planet setting tongues wagging with his per-
formance in E2 it’s easy to see why the KTM factory
team were wearing big smiles after the event.

Add to those impressive results the fact that
Samuli Aro finished third and second in the E2 class,
Petteri Silvan placed third in E1 on day two, and
Marko Tarkkala finished second and third in E3 and
you can see why the Austrians had cause to celebrate
in Spain.

Despite poor performances from their Enduro
1 class riders, Stefan Merriman upheld Yamaha’s
honour in Spain with his two wins in the E2 class.
And Gas Gas managed to leave their home race
in good spirits due to the performance of their
Enduro Junior rider, Cristobal Guerrero.

RESULTS - DAY 1

ENDURD 1

1. VAN CERVANTES (KTM) 55:13.29 2. MARC GERMAIN
(YAMAHA) 56:01.85 3. PAUL EDMONDSON (HONDR)
56:03.64 4. BART0SZ OBLUCKI (YAMAHA) 56:05.04
5. ALESSANDRO BELOMETTI (KTM) 56:07.18

ENDUROD 2

1. STEFAN MERRIMAN (YAMAHA) 54:11.60

2. FABIEN PLANET (KTM) 54:59.67 3. SAMULI ARO
(KTM) 55:19.91 4. HELDER RODRIGUES (GAS GAS)
55:41.76 5. BJORNE CARLSSON (HUSABERG) 55:51.33
ENDURO 3

1. DAVID KNIGHT (KTM) 52:34.71 2. MARKO TARKKALA
(KTM) 54:54.34 3. MARIO RINALDI (HUSABERG)
55:08.39 4. ALESSIO PAOLI (TM) $5:25.19

S. ALEX ZANNI (HONDA) $5:37.46

ENDURO JUNIOR

1. CRISTOBAL GUERRERO (GAS GAS) 1.00:05.79

2. ORIOL MENA (GAS GAS) 1.04:44.28

3. JACOB STAPLETON (TM) 1.02:25.48

4. MARC BOURGEOIS (HUSOUARNA) 1.04:55.60

S. JULIEN DUBAC (HUSQOUARNA) 1.05:56.02

RESULTS - DAY 2

ENDURO 1

1. IVAN CERVANTES (KTM) 54:36.50 2. RICHARD
LARSSON (TM) 55:06.50 3. PETTERI SILUAN (KTH)
55:06.82 4. ALESSANDRO BELOMETTI (KTM) 55:37.39
5. PAUL EDMONDSON (HONDA) 55:55.79

ENDURO 2

1. STEFAN MERRIMAN (YAMAHA) 54:16.81

2. SAMULI ARO (KTM) 54:51.35 3. ANDERS ERIKSSON
(HUSOVARNA) 55:20.41 4. FABIEN PLANET (KTM)
55:26.47 5. ALESSANDRO BOTTURI (KTM) 55:51.74
ENDURO 3

1. DAVID KNIGHT (KTM) 52:43.82 2. MIKA AHOLA
(HUSOUARNA] 55:15.34 3. MARKO TARKKALA (KTM)
55:16.06 4. XAVIER GALINDO (KTM) 55:28.18

S. SEB GUILLAUME (GAS GAS) 55:35.01

ENDURO JUNIOR

1. CRISTOBAL GUERRERD (GAS GAS) 56:20.60

2. JACOB STAPLETON (TM) 57:51.67 3. DARYL BOLTER
(HUSOUARNA) 58:01.42 4. ORIOL MENA (GAS GAS)
58:41.93 5. KUKASZ KUROWSKI (GAS GAS) 59:01.01




on day one, before winning a
little over half the timed tests
on day two. Despite appearing
like he wasn't really trying,
Cervantes proved blisteringly
quick in Portugal.

Desperate to get his world
championship bid back on track
after a
season opener, Simone Albergoni
had to work hard for his second
place finish, as Cervantes’ team-
mate Alex Belometti, on a 125¢cc
two-stroke and not a 250
thumper, pushed him hard
every step of the way.

However, Albergoni proved
fast and consistent on both days
to claim two runner-up spots
for his efforts. Finishing behind
Simone by less than three sec-
onds on each day, Belometti
: proved that he’s adapting quick-
: ly to life at the sharp end of the
E1 class in only his second full
season of WEC action.

Having topped the E2 class
on both days in Spain, Stefan
Merriman was expected to do
the same in Portugal. But it did-
n’t happen. Still suffering with
the finger he injured in Spain,
he failed to finish the first day
after badly tweaking his knee
on the cross-country test, hand-
ing the win to Samuli Aro and
also losing his lead at the top
of the E2 Championship.

Merriman’s DNF should have

ROUND 2:

GP OF PORTUGAL,
FATIMA, PORTUGAL
9-10 APRIL

Everyone’s Talking About...

rior to the second round of the FIM

Maxxis World Enduro Championship

the paddock was a much calmer place
than it had been in Spain, one week earlier. The
relaxed, laid-back atmosphere was more like that
of a national champion:s
championship race.

h the weather vastly improved and most

riders” pre-season nerves now settled, the frantic
last-minute activ

seen at take-off. But it was the extreme test that
most were concerned about, as the part natural,
part man-made section required riders to ride
through what smelt like raw sewage.

Crossing the disgustingly smelly water at least
half-a-dozen times, the riders were promised that
the water wouldn’t harm them if they fell in it.
However, the organisers’ decision to base the test
around the stagnant stream baffled everyone.

The Event...

Situated 130km from Porto, the Natureza Motor Club
course was both challenging and enjoyable, with no riders
losing time like they had in Spain. With three laps ridden
on each day, the course comprised a mixture of rock

climbs and single track, with the paddock based at tﬁe
newly built Fatima sports complex.

Thanks to clear skies and warm weather on both days,
the Portuguese event was enjoyed by most riders. The
motocross test was laid out on a flat, grassy field whilst
the extreme test saw several hundred spectators gather to
watch the riders tackle the difficult mix of steep climbs,
tight turns, and imported rocks and logs. The cross-country
test was almost Scandinavian in appearance as the course
was littered with small rocks, while in other areas the
ground was baked hard by the sun and incredibly slippery.

The course was split into two checks, the first included
the extreme and motocross tests, while the second included
the enduro test.

p event than a world

And The Winners Are...

Spaniard Ivan Cervantes further extended his lead
in the Enduro 1 class in Portugal by taking the class
victory on both days. Full of confidence after his
winning performance in Spain and reveling in the
dry conditions, Ivan claimed another 50 points
with two near-faultless rides and in winning day
one posted the quickest overall time of any rider.
Finishing just under 30 seconds ahead of his nearest
competitor, Italian Simone Albergoni, Cervantes
won all but one of the special tests in the E1 class

y that saw riders clocking up
lap after lap around the ‘training track’ in Spain
was replaced with competitors calmly checking
their machinery.

Talk prior to the race surrounded the event's
special tests. The motocross test, which became
the cross-country test so that it could be ridden
un-timed on the opening lap, featured some
spectacular jumps, including one downhill leap
that saw riders fly over the edge of the steep
descent and land on a slope which couldn’t be

S22 TBEM

ismal performance at the

PADDOCK
POINTERS

M WEC full-timer Helder
Rodrigues claimed the
best ‘home’ result in
Portugal finishing seventh
in E2 on both days.
However, former Gas Gas
factory rider, and part-
time WEC competitor

Paulo Goncalves wasn’t

far behind on his Honda,
finishing ninth on day one
and eighth on day two

in the Enduro 2 class.

M Beta claimed their

highest WEC result of the
season so far in Portugal
thanks to Finn Jari Mattila

placing sixth in the E2

class on day one. ‘Party

Boy’, as he’s known,

dropped to ninth on day

two but still performed

much better than his

Italian team-mate

Maurizio Magherini, who
is way off the pace in the

E3 class.

M Enduro Junior

Spaniard Cristobal

Guerrero was impressive-
ly quick in Portugal,

recording test times that

would have seen him

finish fifth in the E2 class

on day one and seventh

on day two. Expect Gas
Gas to retain the young-

ster’s services for the

2006 season.



resulted in Samuli Aro
claiming the day win with
ease, but in fact Frenchman
Fabien Planet pushed him
every step ot the way on
day one to take a well
deserved second place, just
under 12secs behind the
Finn. Finish-ing a further
12secs behind was Italian
Alessandro Botturi.

On day two Stefan
Merriman returned to the
action to top the results,
something that surprised
many. Deciding that riding
simply for points would
probably be more dangerous
than going for it and trying
to win, the pint-sized Aussie

No slippery slopes here for double
E3 class winner David Knight ...

topped the class by the slimmest of margins - less

than two seconds up on Aro. For Samuli, a slight-
ly off-the-pace opening extreme test resulted in
him finishing second and not first. Third place
went to Planet, who despite winning the day’s
first test simply wasn’t as quick as he’d been
on day one, finishing 30 seconds behind Aro.
David Knight knew that winning in Portugal
wouldn’t be anywhere near as easy as it had been
in Spain. But posting the quickest E3 test times
on all but two of the tests on each day, Knighter

sS4 TBEM

won by around 30 seconds on both days.

Italian Alex Zanni finished in the runner-up
spot on day one, which came as a bit of a surprise.
Having failed to consistently challenge for a podium
place in the E2 class last year, Zanni took full advan-
tage of Marko Tarkkala’s bad fortune and a few slow
tests by Mika Ahola. Nevertheless, Zanni earned his
result, even managing to beat Knighter on one test!
Less than 2.5secs behind, Mika Ahola claimed the
third place spot, finishing just five seconds ahead

125¢c Husky rider Daryl Bolter
powering his way to a third
place finish both days...

of Seb Guillaume on his Gas Gas.
On day two Ahola moved

to the runner-u p spot but the

Husqvarna rider only just man-

aged to place ahead of country-
man Tarkkala, with less than a
second splitting the two riders.
After a great day one perform-
ance, Zanni dropped to sixth on
d.)) two.

As in Spain, Spaniard
Cristobal Guerrero was incredi-
bly quick in the Enduro Junior
class, and would have placed

well in the E2 class results.

Winning both days, the Gas
Gas rider was extremely aggres-
sive on all three tests, edging
ahead of Aussie Jake Stapleton
by five seconds on day one and
45secs on day two. Finishing
second on both days, and win-
ning a test along the way, Jake
showed that an Enduro Junior
class win can’t be too far away,
while Daryl Bolter again finished
as the class’s best 125¢c rider

with two spirited rides taking

PADDOCK
POINTERS

[¥] Despite having three
cial tests each lap, the
total amount of ‘test time
on each day was around
30 minutes, half of what
it is at many WEC events.
Whilst this wasn’t a
problem for those doing
the winning, riders that
needed to catch up time
found it very difficult to

improve their position.

[¥] Onlookers joked that
Husqvarna CH Racing

team'’s decision to select

Italian Andrea Belotti to

race a 250cc two-stroke

in E2 must have come

after a heavy night’s

drinking, as the port

youngster finished in a
lowly 15th on day one

and 16th on day two.

[X] WEC series promoter
Alain Blanchard told
riders in Portugal that
even if they were
unhappy with any aspect
of an event they shouldn’t
share their views with the
media. Needless to say his
comments angered many
riders who told him that
if he listened to them,

and took on board what
they were saying, they

wouldn’t have to ‘moz

TEM 89S
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05 MAXXIS FIM P is right now - both four- and two-stroke.
il What's more, the fact that KTM also hold the
wonln 3 top two spots in E3 (with Knight and Tarkkala)
2N & shows just how serious the Austrian marque is
E“n“no PR i DL B about winning in 2005. The best of the rest in

CHAMPIONSHIP ~ — Portugal were again Gas Gas and Yamaha, as

the only other manufacturers to top podiums.

And as for the rest..? Well, they have got some
serious work to do if they are going to stop KTM
from completely dominating the 2005 season...

RESULTS - DAY 1
ENDURO 1

1. IVAN CERVANTES (KTM) 29:15.69

2. SIMONE ALBERGONI (HONDA) 29:35.26

3. ALESSANDRO BELOMETTI (KTM) 29:37.72

4. PAUL EDMONDSON (HONDA) 29:56.05

S. MARC GERMAIN (YAMAHA) 29:57.65

ENDURD 2

1. SAMULI ARO (YAMAHA) 29:39.04

2. FABIEN PLANET (KTM) 29:50.48

3. ALESSANDRO BOTTURI (KTM) 30:02.24

4. ANDERS ERIKSSON (HUSOVARNA) 30:07.57

S. BJORNE CARLSSON (HUSABERG) 30:23.05

him to third place on both days. After failing to ENDURO 3

finish the first day, Honda rider Si Wakely placed 1. DAVID KNIGHT (KTM) 29:17.55 2. ALESSANDRO ZANNI
tenth on day two. (HONDA) 29:49.10 3. MIKA AHOLA (HUSOUARNA)
29:51.48 4. SEBASTIEN GUILLAUME (GAS GAS)
29:56.48 5. ALESSIO PAOLI (TM) 30:07.25

ENDURO JUNIOR

1. CRISTOBAL GUERRERO (GAS GAS) 30:17.89

PAUL COOPER
DOUBLE MOTO WINNER, RND 1 MX1 BRITISH CHAMPIONSHIPS

Surprise, Surprise...

There weren’t many surprise performances in
Portugal, rather continued impressive results
from a number of competitors, especially

Cervantes and Knight. Meanwhile E2 privateer 2. JAKE STAPLETON (TH) 30:22.88 3. DARYL BOLTER
Fabien Planet again posted strong results to prove (HUSOVARNA) 30:43.76 4. ORIOL MENA (GAS GAS)
that his impressive performance in Spain wasn'’t 30:54.35 5. PAULO BERNARDI (HONDA) 31:01.43
simply due to the wet conditions.

There were, however, a few riders that really RESULTS - DAY 2
suffered at the hands of lady luck in Portugal. ENDURO 1
Having been unable to finish either day in Spain, 1. IVAN CERVANTES (KTM) 36:26.66 2. SIMONE
Valtteri Salonen, one of Finland’s most promi ALBERGONI (HONDA) 36:47.94 3. ALESSANDRO
young riders, again failed to score any points after BELOMETTI (KTM) 36:50.38 4. PETTERI SILUAN (KTM)
he shattered a gearbox sprocket on day one and 36:58.44 5. PAUL EDMONDSON (HONDA) 37-13.06
then had the gearbox on his 450cc Honda ENDURO 2
pack up on day two. 1. STEFAN MERRIMAN (YAMAHA) 36:11.52
2. SAMULI ARO (KTM) 36:12.93 3. FABIEN PLANET
(KTM) 36:42.16 4. ALESSANDRO BOTTURI (KTM)
36:58.03 5. ANDERS ERIKSSON (HUSQUARNA) 37:01.59

VAN NVCN VLN LN LR YNY

« PRO-LITE BILLET FUEL CAP. FOR MOST MODELS, AVAILABLE IN BLUE, RED, BLACK, SILVER, GOLD, RRP £29.95.
. CRF CLUTCH CABLE GUIDE (FRONT). STOPS THE FLEX IN THE CLUTCH ARM. RRP £39.99 FOR CRF 250/450 & CRF CASE SAVER (REAR). CRF450, RED ONLY. RRP £19.95.
. T7 ALUMINIUM PANEL SCREWS. LIGHT WEIGHT ALLY BOLTS ALSO AVAILABLE IN GOLD & BLUE FIT MOST JAP MODELS. RRP £29.95 (for pack of 10/12).

. FUEL CAP VENT VALVE. AVAILABLE IN BLACK, SILVER, BLUE, RED, GOLD. RRP £6.99

. LAUNCHMASTER START DEVICE. AVAILABLE FOR ALL MX MODELS. RRP £47.50.

1
The Manufacturers’ Race... 5
3.
4,
8.
6. FUEL MIXTURE SCREW. RED ONLY. TO FIT MOST 4.STROKE MODELS. RRP £10.99,
7.
8.
9.
1

KTM was by far the dominant manufacturer in
Portugal. With Cervantes again topping the E1

class on both days, and Knighter doing the double f"::ng i"lﬁlﬂ' (KTHD 36:15.8: AHOLA
in E3, strong podium finishes by Aro, Botturi, . DAV M) 36:15.88 2. MIKA

Belometti, and Tarkkala meant that that the trophy (HUSQUARNA) 36:41.07 3. MARKO TARKKALA (KTM)

presentation was a mass of orange. 36:41.91 4. XAVIER GALINDO (KTM) 37:03.11
Likewise, the championship leader board is 5. THIERRY KLUTZ (GAS GAS) 37:10.97

decidedly orange-tinted. With Cervantes comfort- ENDURO JUNIOR

ably ahead in E1, his team-mate Belometti sits in 1. CRISTOBAL GUERRERO (GAS GAS) 37:20.71

second. In the E2 class, the top two places are also 2. JAKE STAPLETON (TM) 38:04.86 3. DARYL BOLTER

occupied by KTM riders. And just like Cervantes (HUSOUARNA) 38:30.59 4. ORIOL MENA (GAS GAS)

and Belometti in E1, Aro and Planet are proof 38:41.46 5. PAULD FELICIA (GAS GAS) 38:41.76

positive of just how competitive KTM’s machinery

. LAUNCHMASTER START DEVICE. AS ITEM 5

. FORK REBOUND ADJUSTER. FOR SHOWA RRP £29.95 & WP RRP £24,99

. KTM CLUTCH SAVER. FITS ALL KTMS WITH HYDRAULIC CLUTCH. RRP £25.99,
0. CHAIN ADJUSTERS. TO FIT CR/CRF MODELS. RED ONLY. RRP £44.99,

sxccur: B emvies FRO | Racerx

SYSTEMS OFF-ROAD DEISTRIBUTION

T: 0845 450 1448

[=X=H1H 2 ] \‘\& F: 0845 450 1449
E: sales@race-fx.com
D= h M) m /NNTIET 57 * sales@rac

%2 www.race-fx.com
Q\
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{CUSWORTH < HONDA Y}

' NEVER SETTLE
FOR ANYTHING LESS

Ready to ride

Complete with|¥| V' oo

d kit ' N
o /\ %x)(x uzeo‘w‘e .

TAXED, SPEEDO.
HANDGUARDS,
SUMP GUARD

ALSO NOW IN STOCK

Finance Available | Part Exchange Welcome |8

CRF450X

MASSIVE
w20  WEUSHWORTH M 2T
B,m DEPARTMENT

| PRINCEGATE, DONCASTER 01302 814444 e VSt T e s o SUZUKI
MMMLCUSWOl’thS.CO.Uk ® rear brake : 240mm disc * seat height : 890mm e dry weight : 135kg ® fuel tank : 10.0 Ride the
Open Mon - Sat: 8.40am - 6pm Sunday: 10am - 4pm

Call 0845 850 8800 or visit www.suzuki.co.uk




Tel: 01469 532600 » Fax: 01469 531743
WEST MARSH LANE, BARROW HAVEN, LINCS DN19 7HA

TR ELALSPORT www.trialshike.co.uk

'— -2‘-‘ e —_ g

* Suspension raising links
» Competition suspension
springs — front and back
« Skid plates
* Performance exhaust
systems
» Alloy billet yokes
* Rev boxes
*Modified cams/pistons

Sole UK Importers — for info and stock see
your local dealer or contact us direct

E=y e = s (o e

PR 2 @ [Putoline ) RCASCAS) == (D montesa

A LARGE SELECTION OF CLEAN USED MX/ENDURO & TRIALS BIKES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

BaviINsS OF Diss

B < Kawasaki @ YAMAHA

WR250F 04

Qacess £4500 LAZER
One only: e
TTR250 £3250 otr
WR250/450 e
Voracsacer) Off-road/On-road
@otispoct Both Available ==5va

MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS ~ OR BUY ON-LINE
101 Victoria Road, Diss, Norfolk IP22 3JG
Tel/Fax: 01379 642631
Email: bavins@yamaha.eclipse.co.uk
www.bavinsmotorcycles.com

ALSO AVAILABLE
IN ORANGE

THE NEWEST
KTM DEALER
IN KENT

H.Mitterbauer

Photograph by

24687

Hart Street, Maidstone - 0845 225 5621

Email: info@laguna.co.uk * www.laguna.co.uk

U4 LAGUNA

0,7 O R €

25 Wellington Street » Cheltenham e Gloucestershire ® GL50 1XZ
Sales: 01242 583985 * Workshop: 01242 526911

#<Bsa SUPERCENTRE
- all models available

NEW EXC ENDURO DEALERS FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE

# KTM PARTS SPECIALIST AND MAIL ORDER

% ALL KTM WORKSHOP FACILITIES - FACTORY
TRAINED MECHANICS

05
% OFF ROAD ACCESSORIES IN STOCK ZETN DN
% PART EXCHANGE WELCOME ":::'r
% USED BIKES FOR SALE:
2005 525 EXC £4699 2005 250 EXC racing £4399
2004 450 EXC £4099 2004 Suzuki DRZ 400S £2999

www.rekluse.co.uk
REHL LUSE

4P
W

0
2
2
<

2-START
SEV CALUTCH

Fitments for:

GRS GAS , HONDA,
HUSABERG, HUSQVARNA,
KTM, KAWASAKI,
POLARID, SUZUKI AND YAMAHA
ENDURD / SUPERMOTO / QUADS

LC4 FITMENT
ORDERS BEING TAKEN

UK IMPORTERS
07979 360 955

or
0781 868 3434

Dealers & Installers:

Dave Clarke Racing , KAIS,
MTR Motocross, SuperbMotard,
Sandifords, RPM Motorcycles,
Letts ATV and many more!




Adly Moto Ltd, Unit 11, Rumer Hill Bu:

350gxc at
ce!

J 4 ' , Phone: 01543 466 789
E ) \ Fax: 01543 574 561
KTM 250 EXC °§ B Emaila::ldlymoto@aol.com
with factory supplied '
350 power up kit
| B ;

X
® sump quard ® brush guards ®

® clutch saver © road tax ®
(1 year)

- ~ On road cash price £4595 + A“ Unused [Da rts
% ; N A N Q [ + Less Deposit £495
AVAILABLE" credt £4100

1st Monthly Payment 2134'08 Pictures for illustration purpose only. Prices are subject to
13.1% 46 Monthly Payments of £134.08 change without notification. While stocks last.tFinance

. Last payment £194.08 and insurance available to people aged 16 years or over,
APR(typlcal) pay nsura vailal ye: Ve

Total amount pavame £6495, 84 subject to status. Indemnities may be required. Written
- details available on request. Terms and conditions apply.

Dealers requlred WWW- a d Iy co.u k

most areas

central gh TraiITe..‘.,,.,\....
London’'s —

SEAL SKINZ

IV £29.95

‘-*”T’l"\/'l’ﬁ,ﬁﬁ”: etc PICTURE

"UL,* \RLY UPDATED WEBSIT] end“ro

FULL RANGE OF 2005 KTM CLOTHING STOCKED
2005 KTM's NOW IN STOCK IN OUR NEW SHOWROOM dealer

KTM EXC 250RFS, 625 SMC, 990 SUPER DUKE, 950 ADVENTURE, BETA ALP 200 & 350, RR450 ENDURO DEMO BIKES
Call and arrange a test ride on any of our Demo bikes

J
| | ' Michelin
Fallzange | | GOOD MONEY PAID ~. -
Trals, el FOR NICE USED | | MWL L - . Enduro Tyres
& Enduro TRAIL & ENDURO v ! 12-9-18 ..

EVETET Y BIKES £££ (9 e ® - b 2 }::=:}: "

OAKLEYS YARD, BEECH AVENUE, LONG EATON, NOTTINGHAM - HONDA CRM250 - FULL RANGE OF ACCESSORIES, SPARES

& GOODIES IN STOCK, PHONE OR EMAIL FOR FULL LIST
CRD PIPES & GUARDS IN STOCK

FINANCE ARRANGED - QUOTES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST
ALL MAJOR CREDIT & DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

sales@leisuretrail.co.uk Check out our website: www. ]m uretrail.co.uk EN-DR0N
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How about ﬂns then" Two Tunisian Rallies - The Erg Onental and The Chott and an
incredible desert trail riding adventure in between. Come and do one rally, both
rallies or the whole six week adventure
Erg Oriental Rally 1st-15th October
Desert Adventure 17th-27th October . 3
Chott Rally 28th October-12th November

_PAVIB, TAMBETH

Call/email for info pack and prices 01892853913  bigbluecoach@hotmail.com

Spoil yourself from only £299 per month

Large
2 bike
garage

2005 model 677 TC Superbr:g
IN STOCK
Ford Transit 2.4TD
115 or 137 bhp, 6 speed, 6 berth
large 2 bike workshop, showeri/toilet
truma heater, 3 burner gas hob

3 way fridge freezer, electric step
electric roof fan, body moulding and side
skirts, outside light, roofrack and ladder

air-con, electric windows
CD player, PAS, ABS,

From £25,999 + VAT* or £341 per month

Typical flnance exam Ie APR 8.9%
(subject to st.

—2005 model NG5 Europeo
IN STOCK
Ford Transit 2.4TD
115 or 137 bhp, 6 speed, 6 berth
large 2 bike workshop
showerl/toilet
truma heater, 3 burner gas hob
3 way fridge freezer
roofrack and ladder
air-con, electric windows
CD player, PAS, ABS,
From £22,999 + VAT* or £299 per month

OFFICIAL UK RIMOR MOTORHOME DEALER

LOTS OF OTHER MODELS AVAILABLE WITH OR Cash Price inc VAT £27,900
WITHOUT GARAGE - CALL TO ARRANGE VIEWING i oo iy
AVAILABLE IN LEFT OR RIGHT HAND DRIVE 120 Payments £299

ARISTOCARS

422 Whaddon Way, Bletchley
Milton Keynes MK3 7LB

ALL ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE:
* PRESSURE WASH TANKS

* AWNINGS * TOWBARS

* ALARMS * AERIALS

BIEE ==

xclude delivery & RFL

26691

@Husqvarna s SUZUKI

Gavin Hockey 611 w‘#

Unit 1, Challenge Way
Hythe Hill, Colchester
Essex CO1 2LY

Tel: 01206 791155
Fax: 01206 795263
Mob: 07771 986592

24 months warranty on all bikes 3 months guarantee on all bikes

Full range of 2005 models in stock

L3 GH SPECIALS - NEW 04 HUSQVARNAS
www.ghmotorcycles.com bk e e £4599
Part exchange welcome SREDE - = s o £3995
Low Rate Finance Available CRIZS - -~ . Sioaswael £2995
$ suzuki scoTT USED BIKES - all ready to race
03 KTM 4508X £3195 03 Yamaha WRF450F £3695
04 Suzuki RM125 £2695 03 Honda XR400 ......£3295
03 Yamaha TTR250 £3195 02 Honda XR250 ...... : £2495
ﬁhzzmm 01 KTM 400 SXE/S £2495 02 KTM 200 EXC .. . .£2495
04 Husqvarna SRM450 £4495 03 KTM 640 LC4 sl e 23795
Bpleogn- B Husqvarna 99 Kawasaki KRL650 £1895 02 Husqvarna WR250 £2195
02 Yamaha YZF250F . £2195 05 Husqvarna WR125 g £3295
PLUS MANY OTHER LEADING BRANDS 02 Gas Gas EC300 £1995 05 Husqvama TES10 . ... .. ......£4995
MAIL ORDER 03 Honda CRF450 £2995 ) i
m— . CENUINE SPARES 8j :usgvag;ggso £3495 To view more visit: www.ghmotorcycles.com
ul o NEXT DAY, DELIVERY onda .. .£3495 HUGE SELECTION OF QUADS & KIDS BIKES

14757

Tel: 01908 648877 www.rimor.it
Gear4 Limited 3 Halfleet, Market Deeping, Peterborough, PE6 8DB Tel: 01778 345653

%’ﬂ-_l ENDURO * SUPERMOTO * MOTOCROSS  CLOTHING  PARTS » ACCESSORIES * TYRES

WEHAVEALLTHEGEARAYOURENDURONEEDS!
2005POWERWEARNEWEIKESPOWERPARTS
AVAILABLEINSTOREANDONLINE

LIMITED EDITION
FACTORY
ENDURO
MODELS

AVAILABLE NOW

£300 o

Powerparts
FREE with all
2005 EXC R's

L~ === &= mailorderhotline01778380380 4 22




mHﬂnlNE 01225 765765 tE?Husqvama

Genuine UK Bikes in Stock

4
/ft Srs,
Professionally built - POI - g,

After Care Service gl,e /S

6‘
g‘_ s
LATEST HEBO carbon fibre helmets
NOW IN STOCK!
Only 1110 gsm

Fully removable lining

Bold ACU approved
Double D fastener

Lirnited stock-ORDER NOW
SPECIAL PERFORMANCE ITEMS

Power Box Cover -

Exhausts - Fywheel Weights - Engine Porting/Tuning - Rebuilds & Modifications
UK’s Leading Gas Gas Enduro Specialists & Stockist
ALL UK MODELS - BEST PRICES INC. SPARES PACKAGE + FULL SPARES & WORKSHOP BACK UP. FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - SERVICE & REPAIRS ORALL BIKES

FIND USAT UNIT 5 SHAILS LANE TROWBRIDGE, WILTSHIRE BA14 8NS

The MotorBike Warehouse Ltd

Bush House, 294 Ongar Road, Writtle, Essex. CM1 3NZ
Tel: 01245 420888/420111/420600 ¢ Fax: 01245 423063 * Mobile: 07712 630163
Email: mbw.ltd@btconnect.com

Husqvarna All Models Available At Special Prices . . .................. Please Phone
Yamaha WR 250/450 2004 with Full Lighting Kit .................... Please Phone

Yamaha WR 250 2005 with Full Lighting Kit ......................... OTR £4750
Yamaha WR 450 2005 with Full Lighting Kit ......................... OTR £4900
2008 CRE 250X Full ERAOTol (003, . cammndt . WSROI e ohsicnsd OTR £4200
2005:CRF 250X Full Enduros £ u i s it o h e o ey i B oot o OTR £4400

2@ g NEW CRF 450X EURO SPEC AVAILABLE Now | @'

CRF 230F We now have 2 Years experience of importing this very popular bike
Electric Start, Low Seat Height (34 inches)

2005 CRF 230 Standard (motocross styletrim) .......................... £2650
2005 CRF 230 with lights (incl brake light + speedo S hortl) Roo: | e OTR £2950
2005 CRF 230 with full lighting kit (as above using Honda switchgear with

ainpingeam A IndicatOIS) ;o nan o e s oot s i s e OTR £3100

FCEAA - Al Models Supplied - Please Phone For Best Current Prices
All Enduro/MotoCross Makes & Models Available — Please Phone If Your Bike Not Listed

WR/CRF-X Full Lighting Kits Available - Please Phone

NATIONAL DELIVERY - All Motocross and Enduro Bikes Supplied Retail & Trade

PRPMoTORCYCLES

128 Milton Road Gravesend Kent DA12 2PG
Tel: 01474 532967

@ Husqvarna
FULL RANGE IN STOCK

24656

$ockisfs of:
e3te=="r INZER

. and much more'"

WY, TOINO [0f (ﬁ‘/(l

:)S,(,(),I'Jk' '

Princess Works | Birds Royd Lane
Brighouse | e: info@rassport.com
w: rassport.com

eurotekktm.com

e Full range of KTM spares
e KTM soft seats
* Fox & Arai helmets
¢ Michelin & Dunlop tyres
e KTM/MSR/Fox clothing

e Stainless steel removable
oil filters — all makes

*MSR Goretex clothing

Eurotek KTM
01765 608209

16 Campbell Close, Dallamaires
Lane, Ripon, HG4 1QY

info@Reurotekktm.com

22EZB
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HONDA HAWASAKE 100 YAMARA
EUROPE'S LEADING SUPPLIER OF FRAME GUARDS & SKID PLATES
FOR ENDURO & MOTOCROSS BIKES

BASH PLATES £55
Available for for:
* DRZ400 = XR250 & 400
® YZF250 & 450 » KTM250-525
*CRF450

RADIATOR BRACES
NOW AVAILABLE FOR
MOST MODELS
* WRF250 & 450 ® KXF250 ® RMZ250
£39.50
FRAME GUARDS £35
SKID PLATES £39.50
Available for most models 1996 - 2005

FRAME GUARDS NOW AVAILABLE FOR
* KXF250 & = RMZ250

2005 MODELS NOWIN STOCK

Full range and Secure Online Shop at

WWW.G/ \[)(ll IRACINGI’R()l)l ( ]S COM

L E-mail info@® gadget: uk MAIL ORDER Phooe: 01858 880345 Fax: 01858 8808:

SR




STORY £ PICS: MARK WILLIAMS

Mark Williams tells the story of the original
Kawasaki KLX250

n the couple of years

that TBM’s been running

this series, it seems
extraordinary that we’ve never
featured any kind of Kawasaki.
And whilst it's true that the
Mean Green has never really
devoted its efforts to off-roading
with the same determination
as the remainder of the Big Jap
Four, that isn't to say that they
haven’t produced some worthy
machinery.

Moto-cross in particular was
exercising some of the finest
minds in Kawasaki’s R&D
department back in the early
Seventies, and in fact they were
the first Japanese company to
establish their own off-road
design facility where it mattered -
in America - back in 1971. Under
the expert eye of Japanese chief
Hank Hosoi, three influential people in the form
of Jerry Macell, Englishman Dave Macey and the
improbably named Chuck Berry helped develop
the successful 450cc racer eventually sold as the
Jerry DeSoto Replica, as well as a host of smaller
capacity machines. They were also instrumental
in working with Britain’s Don Smith to develop
a trials bike using the same basic light 'n” narrow
big bore ‘stroker.

Kawasaki went on to manufacture a number
of MX and trials bikes suitable for the serious
clubman and indeed, expert rider throughout
the Seventies, foremost amongst these being
star MXer Brad Lackey, who bagged a string
of trophies on both 125 and 250cc Kwackers.

Trail and enduro-wise, it’s a rather different
story. Perhaps as befits the smallest of the Jap
manufacturers, Kawasaki were always a little
behind the curve and although their products
were always well-built and in many instances
innovative, their dirtbikes never really made
headlines. Nevertheless I fondly remember the
old KE100, 125 and 175 ‘strokers with their
torque-laden, disc-valved induction and sturdy
features. Although as a company what Kawasaki
lacked in comparison with the competition was a
four-stroke trailie or a serious two-stroke enduro.

Whereas Honda had their extremely competent
dual purpose XLs and latterly XRs, and Suzuki
led the field with their range of PE enduros,
Kawasaki were left - in more senses than one -
trailing behind the field with a range of bikes
that lacked anything larger than the KE175,
which was rather hard to effectively modify
for serious enduro use. No doubt mindful of
the ground they were losing to the opposition, in
1978 the company launched what was to a cynic’s
eye, little more than a hastily cobbled together,
knobbly-tyred version of their KZ200 roadster,
the KL250. But that’s where this story begins.

As you may’ve guessed, this new bike was
powered by a bored and stroked KZ200 motor,
still oversquare at 70x64mm and with a
compression ratio slightly decreased to 8.9:1,
which managed to cough up a claimed 21bhp
at 8000rpm - three more ponies than the KZ
allegedly. The extremely frugal, if decidedly
basic, single-cam KZ motor, originally designed
for a rugged, low-maintenance commuter bike,
wasn’t a bad choice as the foundation for the
KL250, and shorn of its electric starter it was
actually fairly light for its day. Fortunately the
designers at Kawasaki’s Iwata HQ - this bike
certainly wasn’t designed in California - resisted
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the temptation to merely modify the KZ's chassis
and stick on a pair of plastic fenders as had
sometimes been the case with early off-road
‘playbikes’. No, the KL had its own single
front tube /backbone frame, a decent set of dual
spring-rate rear shocks and leading axle front
forks with 7.28in of travel - good enough in 1978.
The bike was very much a tarmac inclined,
dual-purpose machine though, with a steel tank,
massively heavy - if effective - silencer and
indicators that stuck out on chrome stalks just
waiting to be broken or bent. Still when it arrived
on these shores in ’79, it was something of a steal
at £799 when Honda’s XL250 cost £100 more. But
its 280Ib dry weight and lacklustre performance
never endeared it to the discerning off-road
crowd, which explains why two years later
Kawasaki did the decent thing and announced
o TBM

a pukka enduro version, the KLX250 B1.
(Interestingly enough, and with the importer’s
co-operation, specialist British framemaker, Bob
Gollner, built a batch of KL250-engined trials
bikes which also attracted quite a lot of attention
in the late 70s, though not many sales).

Although given a quick glance, the new model
was something of a lookalike, the KLX differed
from its forebear in a number of substantial ways,
most significantly in the engine room. Fitted with
anew 10.7:1 cylinder head and revised cam
timing, Kawasaki now claimed that the motor
produced 23.5bhp at a slightly higher 8500rpm,
but more importantly a wider spread of torque
was available, maxxing out at 14.9ft Ibs at
7500rpm. Even so, a look at the figures explains
why the engine needed handfuls of revs to keep
it going in a purposeful manner. With a 4mm

Maotor was originally
based on the KZ200
road bikerlump... >

Swingarm was taken straight
from the MX parts bin...

larger throat, the Mikuni
32mm carb and a freer-
flowing exhaust system,
obviously contributed to
this pokier power output.
The gearing was revised
to provide a slightly taller
fifth without sacrificing
the luggability of bottom.

Electronic ignition
and a sturdy, multi-plate
clutch meant that the
KLX was reliable and
easy-to-ride under most
circumstances, but the
chassis was now capable
of delivering serious fun
in the dirt. Adding an
inch-and-a-half to the old
KL’s 55in wheelbase, but
steepening the rake to 28
degrees and reducing the
trail to 121mm meant that
the new bike was more
stable on loose surfaces
but also turned quickly
enough when required.

Showa front forks,
which extended well
below the axle line,
offered two-and-a-
half more inches of
progressively-damped
travel at the front end,
whilst a brace of semi-laid
down Kayaba shocks -
not dual rate though this
time - permitted almost
ten inches of movement
out back.

And those shocks were
attached to a dreamy, all
alloy swingarm that was
as beefy as it was
beautiful and was lifted
from the mighty KDX400
moto-crosser. This was a
big ticket item to find on
a domestic dirtbike in
those days and gave
an impression that the
KLX250 was even more
businesslike than it
actually was. Butressed
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“ Basket-case KLX was réstored,to ' \ ‘ : .‘
"standard useablg condition... ks

N «

to what was pretty much the original KL250
single downtube frame, the suspension and
the lovely DID alloy rims were only slightly
let down by the brakes. Blagged from the then
current KDX250 MXer, they were significantly
smaller than the KL's at 4.7in and 5.1in diameter
respectively. And whilst such items might've
been okay for a bike making a few circuits of
an enclosed track, on a machine that might be
ridden all day across taxing and often watery
terrain, they weren’t really up to snuff.

Nevertheless a lot of thought had been applied
to the KLX, as evidenced by the large, comfy seat,
fender-mounted toolbag and the well designed
plastic fenders, racy sidepanels and headlamp
surround. In the interests of weight-saving and
ergonomics Kawasaki had wisely junked the
tachometer, slimmed down the exhaust system
and replaced the silly steel indicator stalks with
nifty little rubber-mounted ones.

All-in-all the KLX hit the scales at 242lb dry -
and if you can’t be bothered to do the maths then
that’s almost 401bs less than the KL. It was also a
lot lighter and a tad more powerful than its only
other four-stroke competitor at the time, Honda’s
XR250. Which begs the inevitable question, why

™M N3




=Vl MARCHIVES

didn’t it sell better?

Well the short answer,
at least as far as this
country is concerned,
is that with no real
experience of marketing
a real (if somewhat
‘soft’) enduro model,
Kawasaki Motors (UK)
brought precious few
into the country and
then priced them out
of the marketplace. At
£1199 the KLX was more
expensive than Honda’s
well established XR250
and was not much less
than Yamaha's mighty
XT500 cost back then.
Barmy, really.

However anyone who
did have the ackers and
the inclination to buy
one certainly wouldn’t
have been disappointed,
for it was a comfortable
bike with a class-leading
12in of ground clearance
and a solid feel to it
(always a hallmark
of Kawasaki Heavy
Industries” products, I reckon). Yes, the motor
was certainly bullet proof - provided you
changed the oil regularly - and the bike was both
adequately powerful and nimble where it needed
to be. Which in common with most such bikes
purchased back then, was actually on the green
lanes rather than blatting round an enduro
course, although some KLXs did see active
competition duty.

The KLX250 B1 remained available in some
markets well into the late Eighties and eventually
spawned the liquid-cooled DOHC KLX250R
which Kawasaki launched in the early Nineties
and eventually transmogrified into the KLX300R.

After that it was all downhill, the UK importer
not even bothering to bring in the badge-engin-
eered version of Suzuki’s DR-Z400, whilst its
worthy stablemate, the KDX220R (two-stroke),
was quietly phased out of the range last year.

But when they put their minds to it, the original
KLX250 showed that Kawasaki can sometimes
get it right. I just wish they’d do it a little

more often.
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Price (1981):
Value now:
Engine:

Bore & stroke:
Displacement:
Comp ratio:
Max power
Transmission
Chassis

Front susp:
Rear susp:
Brakes:

Wheels:
Wheelbase:
Seat height:
Ground clear
Fuel capacity:
Dry weight:

£1199

£900-1500

Air-cooled, SOHC, 2-valve,
4-stroke

70 x 64mm

246¢c

10.7:1

23.5bhp @ 8500rpm (claimed)
5-speed

Single down-tube,
single spine frame
Showa, 10in travel
KYB, 11in travel

F: 4.7in SLS drum

R: 5.1in SLS drum

F: 3.00x21in R: 4.00x18in
65.5in

34.8in

12in

2.1gals

2421b (claimed)

KTM ¢ CRM ¢ DRZ

Full Range of Spares & Accessories by Mail Order

Tyres
full range of Trail, Trials, MX, Enduro & SuperMoto|
. Tyres by Mail Order
2 Bridgestone, Mitus, IRC, Michelin Stocked

Full range of new and used
offroad bikes always in stock

" Chain & Sprocket Kits
Fu\l Range of Sprockets both Steel & Alloy
th Japanese RK Chains Stocked for
most Trail, Trials, MX, Enduro & SuperMoto Bikes

Mail Order for Next Day Delivery
All Major Credit, Debit & Switch Cards Accepted
Tel 0115 973 2466
email sales@leisuretrail.co.uk
www.leisuretrail.co.uk

MAIL ORDER ON ALL PARTS, ACCESSORIES & CLOTHING
Terry RUdd Motorcyc‘es View our used bike selection at %

Fen Road, Holbeach, Spalding, Lincs. PE12 8QD www.trmracmg.co.uk

Tel: 01406 422430 » Fax: 01406 424860  °email:salesGtrmracingcouk  FHONDA

Enduro/Trail
Road/supermoto |

KITS AVAILABLE FOR YAMARA, SUZUKI, NONBA e
[ TL T T3l NEW PERMANENTLY LOWER PRICES!

KITS SUPPLIED WITN FITTING BARDWARE |
ol B T T TR T L3 T New 404DS £4495 or with both sets of wheels £4990
" COMPUTER FUNCTIONS INCLUDE SPEED, BISTANCE

New 644DS £4378 or with both sets of wheels £4873

Book a test ride today and see why the 4.5i is
creating so much interest

USED MACHINES

Honda XR650 2004 Just 650 miles!
Never been off road - looks new £3995

OPTIONAL BILLET BASHES ARE AVAILABLE FOR
THE ENBURANCE COMPUTER.
CALL US FOR FITTING OPTIONS FOR YOUR BIKE.

TRAIL TECH KICKSTANDS AVAILABLE FOR
HONBA CR/CRE, YAMARA Y/YF/WRF Honda XR250 Electric Start. Delivery
NTM SX/EXC, KAWASAKI KFX/KX mlleage £3695

AZETMRT Spares - Tel: 01594 822202 or wsrt

www.ccmspares.com

VISIT WWW.TRAILTECNPROBUCTS.CO.UX FOR MORE BETAILS

CALL 07642 554574

BUY BIRECT FROM UK TRAILTECH IMPORTER TRABE & RETAIL

icome
itten




MAIL ORDER PARTS  FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES * OPEN TUES-SAT 9-5.30, SUN 9-12 » PARTEX & FINANCE AVAILABLE

m m B N G @ Husqvarna |
Authorised Husqvarna & Gas Gas Dealers I

NEW 2004 HUSQVARNA SM450R . . . NEW 2005 GAS GAS EC200 . ... 2001 HONDA CRF450 with V5 road registered . . .£2895 I

NEW 2004 HUSQVARNA TC450 NEW 2005 GAS GAS EC300 . 2002 BETA ALP 200 mint :

NEW 2005 HUSQVARNA TE450 . . NEW 2005 GAS GAS EC300 . 1996 HONDA CR250.. . . ... ... ..

NEW 2004 HUSQVARNA TE510 .. NEW MASAI K50 QUAD ... o 2001 HUSQVARNA CR250 road registere 2405 ||

NEW 2005 HUSQVARNA TE510 NEW MASAILT00QUAD .............ccu.... 92/J SUZUKIDR350 .............. :

NEW 2005 HUSQVARNA WRE125 ............. £3299 NEWMASAILIS0QUAD ...........eeuvevsn 00/W SUZUKIDRZA00S ...............r..... l

NEW 2005 HUSQVARNA SM125 .............. £3399  NEW MOTO ROMA MRX2 50cc . ... 93/K YAMAHA XT225 Serow ... :

NEW 2005 HUSQVARNA WXE125 . v NEW MOTO ROMA MRX4 50cc 2003 KTM 250EXC-. ..« o issivninssianininsaren I

MOTORCYCLES

oy

CRF250X/XR250 t
/XR400/650

from stock

+ for the kids
CRF50/70/100

Check out our used 3
A bransonsmotorcycles.co.uk
Yeovil te: 01935 474998
Gloucester te: 01452 313131

2388 9\

YOU RE NICKED' 4

LEGAL LIGHTING KITS FOR
CRF 250-450

CR 250-500 = CALL NOW FOR
‘L LEGAL LIGHTS

RMZ 250/450

AM 250

KXF 250 J , OR GO DIRECTLY
KX 250-500

KTM SX 450-525 TO JAIL!
HUSKY TC 570-610

ENDURQ BIKES

DRZ a4

XR 650 7

CRF 250X/450X ) \/ 'bf‘ [ Ay
WRF 250-426-450 o 3 | ,1

KLX 200 220-250-300
RING FOR FLASHER KITS ACI N G

[ Tet: 01788 5 1._...

Honda Specialist
~'Enduro

~ Motorcross

~ Supermoto
MachineSetup
Tuning
Suspension

oy Lee Doslgns—

I
CRF - CR Enduro C
Lighting Coil, Sidg: Stqnd, Brake Light

015435270600

TELEPHONE | 01604 589555 S HE™

DAVE ON 07884 230488 _yy\ywy roostracing.co.uk

i

DRC HC STAND

WITH DAMPER

Height adjustable
250-350mm, G
ideal for
Supennotﬂ's',% .
MX and Enduros

Solid construction
Return damper for lowering

Unit103, K2 Business Centre, Heathfield Way, Dallington, Northampton, NN5 7QP
........s,g;x e (G RS i R Rl EBG

VIO LTO-WAKRD)
Worldwide mail order
YAMAHA

SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD GEAR
ANSWER ¢ ALPINE STARS ¢ SBS ¢ ND

ARAIl » ACERBIS » NO FEAR ¢ RENTHAL.

REIKON » MSR ¢ ROCKOIL ¢ [ZUMI ¢ YOKO

Vvictorie House, Church Street RUDGWICK,
West Sussex RHI2 3HJ

TEL: OIHO3 823222 FAX: OIH03 82Weaeeae
e-mail: motoward@aol.com
specialist supplier of enduro & overlend equipment

www.mofoward.co.uk

o -B

ADVENTURE Iin store....

26669

oreRoAD J A
and Motorcycles
needs

oo

FFAV
Buffalo Enduro Jacket £89.99
Buffalo Enduro Jeans £79.99

60 High Street, Berkhamsted
Hertfordshire HP4 2BP

Takachi TK60 Helmet £74.99
Takachi Kids Helmet  £69.99
Step-on Stands £33.95
Diadora Boots from £135.00

from £18.95

Scott Goggles

We also: - Service/repair all makes & models - Supply & fit tyres
Rebuild engines - Rebuild wheels - Supply parts for all makes
and models - and have full workshop facilities & carry out MoTs

Open: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday Sam-1pm

www.funbike.co.uk

Waulfsport Clothing

New A.5 Helmet Range

e

Maxxis
MX/Enduro &
Trial Tyres

Wulfsport Boots

T: 01296 658607

BUY ONLINE @
www.funbike.co.uk

24686

DAVE CLARKE RACING

TEL: 01772 612 118

www.daveclarkeracing.com

CORNWALL 07980 825208
DERBYSHIRE 01629 820111

ESSEX 01279 452666
GLASGOW 0141 558 3000
GREATER MANCHESTER 0161 724 9518
HERTFORDSHIRE 01923 494049
01624 8123%0
01983 403388
01743 246009
01488 670400
01225 791179
07771 906991

01904 750101

ISLE OF MAN

ISLE OF WIGHT

NORTH WALES

SOUTH ENGLAND
SOUTH WEST ENGLAND
WAKEFIELD
YORKSHIRE




Tel: 01665 510669

iribuke 53

RACING
3A SAWMILL IND EST, ALNWICK, NE66 2QW

@
>

25501 |

= L=
- l i l A
motorcycles
Broad Oak Garage, Hereford HR2 8QU

Tel: 01981 580077

w €40,
IACKET inc VAT and p&p

SEE IT ALL AT:
www.bigbangmotorcycles.co.uk

Hose & Cable
Manufacturers

01306 885111 www.venhil.couk.

) Totton ;ﬁ |
| ‘

Trailbikes |
81 Rumbridge Street, Totton, Hants
02380 871777 (shop hours) 07989 703553 (other times)
Used trail bikes always in stock.
Prices from £700 — new shipment from |

Japan due mid May
See website for more information and photos:

www.tottontrailbikes.co.uk

Please phone before visiting as not all stock is kept on site |
BICYCLES & SKATEBOARD SPARES ALSO SOLD ‘

24672

GET DIRTY THIS WEEKEND!!

8 WOOLSBRIDGE IND EST, NR. RINGWOOD, HANTS BH21 6SX
g Tel/Fax: (01202) 820009 Email: sales@conquestmotorcycles.com

Aprilia RX 50 NEW £1785 | Honda XRX 650 £1995

Aprilla RX 125 £1895 | Honda XRV 750 X2 £2495
Apriia RX 125 £1895 ’ £1795
Aprilia RX 125 Ralley £1

Cagiva NT 90

Cagiva NT 90

Cagiva Elefant 900
Honda CRF 230 Enduro NEW
Honda XR 250
Honda XA 250
Honda XA 250
Honda XR 250
Honda XR 250 e/s
Honda XR 600
Honda XA 600
Honda XR 600
Honda XR 600
Honda XR 600

Yamaha WR 400

Service New and
products used bikes
Alloys Workshop |
Putoline Oil [ Wide range
Michelin | o Spares
and [
Alpinestar 8 accessories |

Tel: 01909 567125 « Fax: 01909 562126
info@rpmmotorcycles.co.uk www.rpmmotorcycles.co.uk
Unit 1, Monksbridge Business Park, Monksbridge, Dinnington, Sheffield S25 3QS

MOTORCYCLE AL
www kriega.com

o

CKSACKS

100% waterproof waistpacks

01524 793535

HRamar
Motor Sport

OFFROAD
SIDECAR
SPECIALISTS
— SPARES &
REPAIRS
Open 8am-8pm Mon-Fri &
8am-6pm Sat =
The Forge, Lower Froyle,
Alton, Hants.GU34 4NA
\_ Tel/Fax: 01420 23325 )

ENDURO
BIKES

CASH PAID
Nationwide Collection

Tel: Karl on
07921 919388 Trade

GET RESULTS

To advertise here call
Natalie Watson

All Shocks and Forks
Serviced or Repaired

Import Bikes

No Problem

Trail Bikes

Enduro, Motox, Road

Prices from £35.00 + VAT

24 hour turnaround
K&S Racing

25-29 Milton Road, Sittingboume,
Kent ME10 3EX

Phone: 01795 431 700
o Faxc 01795 438 664

UAD BIKE
AREHOUSE
SKIPTON

uadbikewarehouse.co.uk
info@quadbikewarehouse.co.uk

01729 851720-07973 341718

OPEN 7 DAYS:

10am-6pm Mon-Fri, 10am-4pm Sat-Sun
VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

o o DAVE COOPER

TRAILERS

BiKE RACKS

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS
Car Racks £55.95inc P&P Van/Motorhome Racks £65.95 inc P&P
4x4 Racks £79.95 inc. P&P
Junior Racks 50cc - 80cc Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc
Fits any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and you a@n st
with the bikerack in use! Made from 4mm B
and mig welded. Finished
Lightboards, tie down straps also availabl

rRice fcLuDEs

AND RAM’
TRAILERS
Single Bike 219

e Bike €269 ; ou ra
g = o ; ALL '-mczs ‘
S .
g Quad Trailer €315 orrgitogorl
DAVE COOPER TRAILERS e

— DEPT TR, UNIT 7, Pettings Court Farm, Hodsoll Street, Wrotham, Kent TN1S 7LN

TEL/FAX: 01732 820082 & 07860 702112 (MOBILE)

| Bikes..Brighton

30 PRESTON ROAD (A23) BRIGHTON

01273 6076

2004 ENDURO - M.
* NEW MODELS IN STOC
* HUGE RANGE OF PARTS
* CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
* MAIL ORDER

* ALL PARTS FOR KTM & JAP MODELS

AXO « SIDI = LAZER = ARAI » NO FEAR » SINSALO = ALPINESTAR « RENTHAL

DIADORA = FLY » G-FORCE * PRO-GRIP + HEBO » OAKLEY » ACERBIS

24674

25526

ROMVELO

ROAD LEGAL TYRES
These tyres have excellent manners on and off road.
REAR TYRES
120/90/18 Enduro M23 MST/E-MARKED £32.00 RRP £35.00
Best suited for intermediate to hard conditions
140/80/18 Enduro M12 MST/E-MARKED £30.00 RRP £33.50
Best suited to soft to intermediate conditions
11090 19 Enduro M23 MST/E-MARKED £32.00 RRP £35.00
-- FRONT TYRES ——eoeeeee
80 100 "1 Emium MZS MST/E-MARKED £27.00 RRP £28.95
The Romvelo 21" front tyre has exceptional extreme edge grip
and mud clearing capability
1 X REAR & 1 x FRONT ONLY £65.00 A PAIR Inc P&P
2 x REAR & 1 x FRONT ONLY £95.00 Inc P&P (maintand UK only
Contact: Steve Townsend (Lincs TRF member)

Tel: 01400 281703

E-mail: townsendsf@aol.com
Crmmh Cottage, Church St, Foston, Grantham, Lincs NG32 2L6

CASH PAID

for
eHonda XR & CRFs
eYamaha WRs
*KTMs

‘available for:
off road
Supermoto
fmx

fWFr 1%

UK DISTRIBUTORS FOR
SRC WER & AQUALINE
CONTACT CORE FOR MORE INFO

o Suzuki DRZs etc
DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME

B ccoreui.co South East

W w.coreuk.co.uk 24683

ALLENS PERFORMANCE R & D

WHITE BROS Catalogue £11.75 inc vat

Now AVAILABLE

Y2300 & XRagp, WR4g9;

XR650 BIG BoRg PIPES_
% PRO-MEG SiLenceps

email: salesaallensperformancelc
website:www.allensperformance

Tel 01949 836733 Fax 01949836734

s s MOTOXTREME
/ OFFICIAL KAWASAKI DEALER
Established since 1992
STOCKISTS OF MOST LEADING BRANDS
Full range of 2005 Kawasakis in stock now
so place your order - deposit secures

Tel: 01225 892 227 Fax: 01225 892 069
2 Bell Square, Tormarton Road, Marshfield, Chippenham
email: sales@motoxtreme.co.uk
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STORY: SI M, RAPPERS, JOHN SUNTER;
PICS: BRARNI

As far as we can tell this is the first time all-five

top-selling trials bikes have been independently

tested in a single shootout with a novice,

experienced and an expert rider all ready and

willing to offer their opinions...

othing gets trials riders, trials

commentators, and especially (some)

trials importers, more worked up than
a magazine proposing to test all-five of the best-
selling trials bikes in a giant shootout. I'm not
quite sure why that should be. After all we live
in a competitive world where bikes, services and
yep, even magazines, are forced to compete for
their custom. But if you say you're going to test
one make of bike against all the others and

(heaven forbid) try and pick a winner, well,
World War Three just about breaks out.

The strange thing is it’s the easiest thing in
the world for prospective owners to compare
the bikes for themselves - just turn up at your
local club trial and ask for a go on each of the
machines from any one of the riders who is
riding round on one. In my experience, trials
riders are such a friendly bunch they’ll gladly let
you spend a few minutes getting the feel of their




machine at the end of a section, and probably
value your opinion. Ironic then that while the
sport of trials is for the most part incredibly
good-natured, some of the people who work

in it seem so awkward to deal with. Go figure...

Devils in the Detail
As usual we take such things in our stride here
at TBM, choosing to leave politics out of the
equation and preferring to look at the bigger
picture. We don’t care whether the bikes are

two-stroke or four-stroke, at the end of the day
they’re all competing for the same slice of our
domestic competition and leisure market. So just
how big is that market? Well we reckon it’s not
much bigger than about 2000 bikes a year. Not
big, but enough to sustain five manufacturers.
Those manufacturers are (in no particular order
of preference) Gas Gas, Sherco, Montesa, Scorpa
and Beta. There is currently only one four-stroke
in our line-up - the Honda/Montesa, though
Sherco are about to launch their own four-banger

in 320cc guise - and the Mont is also the only bike
that forsakes a traditional carburettor for a more
modern fuel-injection set-up. Two of the bikes
come from Spain (Gas Gas and Sherco), one is
the result of a joint Spanish /Japanese partnership
(Montesa, owned by Honda), one is a result of a
Japanese / French tie-up (Scorpa, which uses a
Yamaha engine), and one hails from Italy (Beta).
Between the heaviest (Mont) and the lightest

(Gas) there is a seven kilo weight difference
(which equates to approximately ten-percent

of their total weights when fully fuelled), though
it’s interesting to note that the four-stroke Mont
weighs less than a kilo more than the heaviest
two-stroke: the Beta. And both have alloy frames!
Of further interest is the fact that the same two
bikes which occupy opposite ends of the weight
spectrum are also at opposite ends of the price
equation: Gasser’s Pro 250 which retails at

o £3337 is the cheapest bike on test, whilst

the Montesa 4RT is the most




On the Edge

Our test location was Fremington Edge, high
above Reeth in North Yorkshire located at the
junction of Arkengarthdale and the achingly
beautiful Swaledale. This is the home of the
infamous Scott Trial and the part of the world
that put the “Back’ into Back of Beyond. Offering
our testers plenty of bare rocks, long shaley
climbs, tricky descents and slippery grassy
sections, it proved the ideal playground to
compare and contrast a mixture of machinery.
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But before we come onto the
machinery in more detail, best
we acquaint you with the TBM
(or rather, T-Mag) test crew.

Novice Rider

With just three and a half years
of competitive trials riding
under my belt (on a variety

of new and secondhand
machinery), I'm living proof
that you can teach an old

dog new tricks - even if he

can’t perform them all just yet!
Though the first trials bike I rode
was way back in ‘77 - a hand-
some Beamish Suzuki RL250 -
my interest in trials has really
only blossomed recently, to the
point where [ now get excited
at the thought of low-pressure
tyres and cheap secondhand kit.
Although there’s an argument
to be made that no man should
ever be seen in lycra - let alone
one approaching his 40th birth-
day - I'm not about to let that put
me off scoring some new kit. As
the novice rider in our triumvi-
rate I was expected to do no
more than make the others look
good. It was a feat I managed
with gusto, I was assured...

Are You
Experienced?
If you're already into trials you'll
know that Mike Rapley (or
Rappers to give him his real
name) has been around since
the birth of the sport itself. In
fact at the very first observed
trial he marked God down for
a controversial single dab on the
final section (the climb up and
out of Mt Ararat), as he swept
by on his Ethereal-Peerless. This
cost God the overall win and he vowed to make
all Rappers’ hair fall out - bit by bit.

Last year Rappers competed in no less than
50 trials. Think about that for a moment, there’s
only 52 weeks in the year, so putting aside
Christmas and Easter that means the chances are
that he rode on the weekend of either his wife’s
birthday, his daughter’s birthday or his wedding
anniversary. In which case he’s either very brave
or very foolish. And having seen him ride, I can
confirm that it’s probably both.
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~ Beta is the only one of this
- bunch to feature a right-side
chain and (hence) a left-side

~ prop-stand...

John Boy
25yr old John Sunter is an affable young
Yorkshireman who hails from a long line of
trials riders. His sister rides trials, his dad rode
trials and for all I know his great aunt probably
rode trials. He's a very capable rider but more
importantly he’s a bloke you can trust - a bloke
who can swiftly analyse a bike’s he’s testing and
isn’t afraid to speak his mind. That's why we
chose him to give our expert opinion on these
bikes. And although (just two days before our
test) he’d become a contracted Montesa rider, his
willingness to pick a winner other than the one
he’s contracted to ride, reinforces his independent
credentials. You'll go far mate...

So with the team in place it was onto the bikes
for our test session.

Beta Rev3, £3495, 77.4kg

I began with the Beta and I must confess that at
first I hated it. The left-side kickstart felt unusual,
the bars felt a bit too wide and the motor seemed
only so-so in terms of power. In fact it all felt a bit
old-fashioned to me. But the others loved it and I
kept returning to the Beta all afternoon to see if it
would change my mind. Hmmm, it steered quite

Beta’s motor features a heavy
flywheel weight for the UK.
Left-side kickstarter’s not

to everyone’s taste...
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Gas Gas Pro is one of those
bikes which is incredibly
easy to ride at any level...

nicely, it was small and easy to position precisely
where I wanted it to go (at 1310mm its wheelbase
is nearly an inch shorter than most of the others),
and it didn’t FEEL like the heaviest of all the
strokers. What's more the engine just loved to
lug (which I appreciated), and the brakes and
clutch felt nicely weighted. Bit by bit the Beta
was winning me round and creeping up in my
rankings. It began as my last placed bike but by
the mid-afternoon it had crept up into third place
and finally it became the bike I didn’t want to get
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off; the bike I felt would offer
me a really competitive ride and
bring me on. But don’t just take
my word for it, here’s what the

Rappers: ‘It’s the best of the
two-strokes, with a very grunty
engine which allows you to feel
for grip. The suspension feels
quite soft but it’s the best at
allowing you to feel the ground
contours. I don’t like the
left-side kickstart though...’

Sunt: “The chassis is very
good, it feels like a solid ride.
The weight’s not an issue, it’s
good to trick-ride as well as
being useful in the normal
straight-line stuff. The motor’s
got quite a heavy flywheel fitted
for the British market and you
can take that off to make it feel
zippier for advanced riders,
or leave it on to let the motor
run-on. The riding position feels
very upright - especially on hill
climbs - other bikes are more
stooped. This allows you to
keep a lot of weight over the
back wheel to get plenty of
grip. It’s got the best linkless
shocker and it’s a good-looking
bike, the best of the lot. I don’t
think the brakes are quite as
good as last year’s - the calipers
have been changed and don’t
work as well, but it’s a
tremendous all-round package.’

Gas Gas TXT Pro
250, £3337, 71.7kg
Gas Gas’ Pro is the lightest

and arguably sexiest of all
contemporary trials machinery,
and like all Gassers this is a bike
you can simply jump on and
ride no matter what your level
of ability. I found it incredibly easy to use - very
reassuring for a novice - whether it be tackling

a hop-up over a large rock, or just drilling it up
a steep climb, the Gasser was the bike that felt
the least intimidating to ride. However, the
gearchange was stiff and the motor felt like it
needed a touch more flywheel weight, it kept
stalling at awkward times and even winding up
the idle speed didn’t cure it. But it turned nicely
in the sections and could be balanced very easily.
In terms of suspension and brakes it was spot-on

others had to say about the Beta:

sser is comfortably the lightest
all five bikes on test, and to be
est, it looks and feels it...

for me, and the bike handled extremely neutrally.
Here’s what the others reckoned to the Gasser.
Rappers: ‘The Gasser’s motor feels the nicest to
ride - quite sharp but tame at the same time, it's
very forgiving. However the gearchange is poor -
possibly because the lever is too short. The riding
position is excellent - it makes you feel like you're
properly above the bike rather than ‘in it’, giving
more control. The forks are very good but you'd
expect that of Marzocchis. And the Gasser was
probably the best at going up small rock steps.
Sunt: ‘The Gasser’s easy to trick ride, it felt
light and the suspension was good too. The
motor’s very revvy, but it does work on the
low-down stuff, though I found it kept wanting
to stall. It’s a comfortable ride, definitely on a
par with the Montesa, suspension-wise, with
nice forks. The back wheel’s very easy to move
around, you can get inch-perfect positioning,
and almost ‘dance’ it over sections. But the stiff
chassis means you have to work harder to keep it
online. The build quality’s okay, but if riding it a
lot it would need constant maintenance work,
however it seems fine for a once-a-week rider.’

Gasser's motoris
the revviest of




Scorpa 250, £3595, 75.05kg
You've got to applaud Scorpa for their
determined stance of going their own way in the
face of stiff competition. Their trials bikes don’t
follow current fashion in terms of design or
styling, but very much set their own trends.
Aside from the different look, the packaging is
also very compact and much of the componentry
of a higher quality than the other bikes on test
here. That doesn’t necessarily make them better,
but certainly different. I was expecting the Scorp
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to feel slightly ‘strange’ but in fact
I found it one of the best/easiest
bikes to ride of all. Part of that is
down to a very neutral handling
chassis with a riding position that
suited me (but not the others -
due to very high bars). But part
of it is almost certainly Scorpa’s
choice of powerplant. Yamaha's
tireless TY-Z may be long in
the tooth but it still provides a
wonderfully grunty and fluid
power delivery, which makes
it easy to coax up almost
impossible climbs and as an extra
benefit it virtually never stalls.
That's just as well because the
Yam lump has a high and slightly
awkward kickstart, which has to
be rocked over-centre before you
can use it. As an extra benefit |
found the high riding position
let you angle the bike (beneath
you) more than some of the
others, and the front brake was
the best of the bunch. Here are
the others’ opinions:

Rappers: ‘I absolutely love
the engine - it’s an old-fashioned
stroker lump with lots of low-
down usable power. It's good on
climbs and light on the front end,
but spoilt by the handlebar shape
and width. The Scorpa enjoys a
tight turning circle but on steep
descents it feels a bit ‘short’.
Which is not normally a bad thing
but on the rocks we were riding
over I was conscious of trying to
avoid going over the bars.’

Sunt: “The Scorpa’s engine
was the best for straightforward
(non-trick) riding. It's easy to ride
o slow, but also easy to open up
and has plenty of power. A six-
speed gearbox means four useable
gears for sections. I felt that
the suspension and bars didn’t suit the riding
position - it's quite upright which would suit
taller riders better. Also the suspension set-up
was too springy, but it is adjustable. Brakes
were spot-on and the clutch good. I have a
niggle with the billet aluminum footpegs which
can wear down and become polished, so don’t
offer as much grip as steel ones. You need to
keep filing them down. But the build quality
was excellent - and the Japanese engines are
always good.’

-~ Scorpa’s looks are easily
the most distinctive...

Sherco 2.9, £3650, 74.3kg
Unfortunately a Sherco 250 wasn’t available for
this test so the importers provided us with an
otherwise identical (but obviously slightly larger
capacity) 290 model that they claim is actually
their bigger seller. From the point of view of
design the Sherco is the most straightforward of
the bikes here (no bad thing, that) - it reminded
me a lot of the previous generation of Gassers
(the TXTs) which were great machines in their
time. And in terms of handling it felt very much
like the TXT as well: neutral, well composed

but (I felt) slightly larger and more reluctant to
turn than the others. Part of this may be down

to the extra grunt of the 290 lump (it didn’t feel
particularly powerful to me until you really
opened it up), though I can’t really say. However
I confess I didn’t get on as well with the Sherco as
I did with some of the others. The handling felt a
bit slower and more cumbersome, the brakes only
okay, and the engine slightly reluctant to rev (not
helped by a slightly stiff throttle). And while it
did absolutely nothing wrong, to me it didn’t
exhibit any particular trait that marked it out as
better than any of the others. But here’s what the
others had to say on the subject.




Rappers: ‘I found the Sherco very light and
nimble though I wasn’t able to get any feeling
of the ‘ground’ through the suspension - and
couldn’t feel what the back wheel was up to. The
engine’s very powerful (quite a handful in fact),
and it’s the nicest looking bike here, very pretty.’

Sunt: ‘The Sherco steers very well, it has
a longer rake on the forks so it’s more stable
on loose going. The front suspension has no
adjustment and feels a little bit dated, but the
rear suspension is as good as the Gasser’s.
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It's got a five-speed gearbox,

so you're limited to three gears
through the sections - most
sections were tackled in second
gear, where it has nice power,
and gives good levels of grip.

I didn’t like it to start off with,
but more time spent on the
Sherco meant it felt a lot better
towards the end of the day. It's
very similar to Montesa as in
the fact that you know you
have the bike between your
legs due to its wideness - which
is good as you have some feel.
The brakes are also very good,
but the front forks let it down a
bit - an upgrade would improve
things. Overall I found it easier
to ride than the Scorpa.

Montesa 4RT,
£4399, 78.05kg

And so we come to the Montesa,
the only four-stroke of the
bunch and the bike I was

most interested to ride.

Having watched Dougie
Lampkin struggle on sections
with the thumper I imagined
that it would take a lot of get-
ting used to for a novice rider
like me. Not a bit of it. Once you
get used to having to stroke the
kick-starter through its action
rather than prod at it (and
hearing the bassier-sounding
exhaust note when it fires),
riding the 4RT is a breeze.
Despite what you may have
heard or read, in many ways
the four-stroke was as easy (if
not easier) to ride as the two-
strokes - particularly on the
loose rocks that littered our test
area. Thanks to the steady drive
of the motor, the Mont would
track cleanly through sections and wasn'’t easily
knocked off course. On the slippery stuff the
drive and grip were both excellent and while

the Mont certainly felt different at times, it didn’t
feel awkward. Two things I did notice: when you
wanted to pick the front end up (to clip the top
edge of a rock for instance) you had to open the
throttle slightly sooner and fractionally wider
than you would with a stroker. And, once the
front wheel was airborne the front end reacted
more to throttle variations than it would with

 Shercois arguably the best
looking bike of all of them...
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a two-stroke. Overall however, I was pretty
impressed with the Mont, it was surprisingly
easy to ride and like all Hondas, beautifully
built. Here’s the thoughts of the others.

Rappers: ‘Although the Montesa is heavier
than all the other bikes, it’s not noticeable
when you're riding it. The Mont tends to flatten
climbs - storming up virtually anything in third
gear (easier than the strokers). However I found
the standard factory recommended tickover
(1800rpm) a bit too high as it made the bike want
to push-on, especially on downhills. They will
work with considerably less tickover so I know
this isn’t a big problem. The Mont’s gearing as
standard is too high for most club riders and
definitely benefits from being lowered by two
teeth on the rear sprocket, which slows every-
thing down and makes life that bit easier. Build
quality is first rate but the standard footrests are
too small and the clutch master-cylinder doesn’t
allow enough feel.’

Sunt: ‘The Mont is very easy to ride, the sus-
pension works well with the chassis and follows
the ground well, you just need to worry about
steering it and not correcting mistakes. The
engine is very smooth, very nice and torquey




with strong versatile power. I found the standard
gearing good, but it might not suit everybody.
There’s no doubting that the Mont is heavier
than the rest, but the ride makes up for that. The
Montesa’s bars make for a good riding position -

Four by Two

I suspect that there will be a lot of trials riders
watching and waiting to see whether they will
want or need to go four-stroke in the near future
in order to remain competitive. In terms of regu-
lations requiring it, the answer is a resounding
NO. The FIM had initially decreed that World
Championship trials should be all four-stroke
affairs by 2007 (this date has already been put
back once), and now it looks increasingly likely
that they will be forced to accept a joint two- and
four-stroke World Championship - though no-one
is absolutely certain at this stage. However what
we can be certain of is that club trials will contin-
ue to accept and (just as likely to be won by)
two-stroke machinery for the foreseeable future.
Nevertheless it’s clear that quite a number of
good clubman and expert riders have embraced
four-stroke technology with a view to getting a
foothold on the best way to ride thumpers from

m

very relaxed, but the standard
footrests are not ;:,rcat.'

Summary
So what sort of conclusions can
be drawn from having all five
makes of trials bikes together
at once and testing them on the
same terrain and conditions?
Well firstly I was surprised at
how difficult it was to split
them in terms of any meaning-
ful conclusions. I'm not just
saying that, they really were all
incredibly good at what they
were designed and built to do.
Something you’d expect given
the specific requirements of a
sport like trials. On the other
hand each of them had their
own good and bad points and
it’s this that in the end produced
our winners and losers. Before
[ go into detail let me just add
that each of the testers had a
free vote and their brief was
to consider the bikes from the
point of view of which was best
suited to their way of riding.
My own top five would place
the Beta at the top with the Gas Gas Pro along-
side it as first equals. I like the tractability and
stability of the Beta and the sturdiness of its
chassis and overall build quality. On the other
hand the Gasser is lighter, slightly more

very early on. So if the question is ‘would I do better
on a four-stroke?” rather than “do I have to ride a
four-stroke?’ then the answer is slightly different.
There’s no doubt that the Montesa 4RT feels dif-
ferent to ride - and that in itself is no bad thing. If
you’ve been used to riding strokers all your life then
the added challenge of getting used to a different
style of power may be just what you need to keep
your riding fresh. In terms of competence at the
beginner/intermediate and even expert level the
Montesa is more than capable of mixing it with the
strokers (some things it’s better at, others it’s not
quite so good). And there’s no doubt that there’s a
lot of high technology packed inside those Honda
crankcases. If you're one of those people that can
afford to ride the latest bit of kit and enjoy the expe-
rience of breaking new ground then go ahead - the
4RT makes sense for you guys. One of the things
about the way it rode which I really liked was the
fact that you could ignore the clutch and simply ride
the bike on the throttle: it picks up from nothing and
is virtually impossible to stall. Interestingly I also felt
that it had no more discernable engine braking than

‘Montesa 4RT is the first four-stroke of
modern era, yet weighs less than a
o more than the two-stroke Beta...

manouverable and half-a-generation ahead in

terms of bike design. There’s 170-quid difference

in the price (in the Gasser’s favour) which may
just swing it for you, however I suspect that

you'll either prefer the Beta’s torque and stability,

two-strokes, and that in certain sections it was

finitely easier to ride than the strokers simply
ause of the way the four-stroke power feels

‘much more linear (broader but smoother).

~ However, let’s not kid ourselves. Trials riders

“would stop using air in their tyres if it wasn’t free

nd the majority of blokes I see out and about at

trials, spend less on their bikes than they do on

their haircuts (and that’s saying something). The

fact remains that trials is (and has always been) at

e budget end of off-road sport - in many ways

t's part of its attraction. And the idea of spend-

1g nearly a grand more for a new trials bike

ich, while it may be different, as yet offers no

advantages in terms of winning (certainly

t at the highest level anyway), is an anathema

to them. The fact remains that a two-stroke trials

e is all you really need right now. Certainly

en you factor-in the ease of maintenance into

 equation, the choice becomes even simpler.

ther that will continue to be the case remains

be seen, but the truth is that rumours of the

stroke’s demise appear to be exaggerated. ..




or the Gasser’s rev and flickability as much as
any price differential.

There’s also a tie for third place in my book
between the surprising (and up to the minute)
Montesa and the traditional (but exquisitely
detailed) Scorpa. Don’t let the additional (initial)
cost of the Montesa put you off considering one
of these remarkable new machines. Four-stroke
triallers may or may not be the future of the
sport, but the jewel-like design of the EFI-fuelled
Honda engine is a reason for ownership in itself.
Riding the Montesa is not the strange sensation
I thought it would be and in fact the four-stroke
power delivery confers an ease of progress for
those struggling in the talent department.

[ loved e hing about
the Scorpa, from its quirky
look to its riding position and
especially its grunty engine. It
worked really well for me, but

Si Melber
fNovice)

I have to accept that not every-
one felt the same. All of us
loved the engine though and

the Scorpa remains one of those
bikes that sits just outside the
136 TEM

1= Beta/Gas
3= Mont/Scorpa

mainstream but will always attract its fair share
of admirers. And with good reason.

In my last place comes the Sherco, not by much
but purely on the basis of finding it slightly more
difficult to ride than all the others. For me it was
eclipsed by the agile Gasser, the easy-to-ride Beta,
the novel Montesa, and the beautiful Scorpa. It
came close to them all in terms of performance,
but not quite close enough.

So, here then are the results of our shootout -
our top five in the order that each of the riders
chose them. And like every TBM shootout, we've
picked a winner. Yes, we know that this is not
how things have been done in the arcane world
of trials, but hey, that’s exactly why we did it!

John Sunter
{Expert]

1 Beta

2 Montesa
3 Gas Gas
4 Sherco

5 Scorpa

Mike Rapley
{intermediate)
1 Beta

2 Montesa

3 Gas Gas

4 Scorpa

5 Sherco
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T-Mag: After so many years with Beta,

why did you finally decide it was time to
change teams?

AC: ‘Well, I think many things have helped
make this change. I spent a lot of time in Beta.
In Spain the team were like a family, but with
the factory in Italy more recently there have
been a lot of problems. Not all the problems
could be solved, especially when I did not
understand what some of the problems were.
I had spoke many times with Sherco, it’s not
the first year that we had had contact. I always
thought that it was a good bike with a good
potential, and also with Mr Paxau as chief
technician, I knew it’s a guaranteed thing

that the bike is going to work well. They also
offered me a good team and they are a young
team with high hopes, and they want to win
the world championship with me, so that was
also important.’

T-Mag: Has it been difficult to adapt to the
Sherco?
ACL: ‘Well it's been quite fast, because I have
just two weeks before Sheffield to start
working with the bike, but I think the results
arrived sooner than some expected. I would
like to have won immediately, but I know that
it is the first year and it is going to be difficult,
so that’s the reason why I have signed for two
years. But I think I am already confident with
the new bike. The only problem is that
I've been making the changes with
the bike while we have been
making the indoor series.
So I didn’t have the time to
make a full set up before
the indoor series
began. I have learnt
a lot with Mr

. N
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Trials Magazine grabs five minutes with
Albert Cabestany, shoots five quick
questions and gets five very honest replies...

Paxau and also all the changes we’ve made,
we’d done in the right direction, so that's very
important.”

T-Mag: Have you made many changes to
the Sherco or is it very similar to Jarvis’

2004 bike?

AC: ‘I let Mr Paxau work by himself, when he
looked at me riding the bike, he knew exactly
what I wanted, so it's been very easy. From
what I can understand it’s quite similar to
what Graham used last year or at least what
Graham has now, as he has the same material,
I don’t know if he’s going to use it or not, it
will be his decision and it is the same for me

I can choose exactly what I want.’

T-Mag: Are you happy with the results that
you've achieved so far?

ACL: ‘Yeah, for sure the best thing is to win,

but I think that second place and also being so
consistent in the podium has been a good start.
I have also been thinking a lot about the bike,
so we are ready for the outdoor season, not
just for the indoor trials, so I think I can be
satisfied so far.’

T-Mag: Finally, what results are you hoping
to realistically achieve in the outdoor world
championships, do you think you're in

a position to win this year?

ACL: “Yeah, I think we can challenge for the
victory. I think we have showed our level
indoors, and we have had more time to be
ready for the outdoor championship. For sure
the early rounds we will be learning how it all
works. A new team, a new bike, it will be very
different, but at least we had two Spanish
championships before the World series started,
so that was a good help for us.

T-Mag: Thank you and good luck for the rest
of the season.
AC: ‘Thank you, you will see if what I have
said is correct very soon.’
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A trials bike may not be the most obvious choice
of machine to go touring on, but you’d be surprised
at what you can get to see from the perch of a
trialler. Parts of Peru for instance...

he landscape is un We stop to take

in the view. On the horizon the snows

of the Sierra Nevada are unnaturally
striking, even seen from afar. One peak
dominates the skyline - climbing to over
5000m, Bolivar mountain is huge. ‘Valia la
pena’ (worth the effort) our tour guide cries,
as the last rider arrives and cuts his engine.
We stop and stare in awe at Motl

d her intense beauty.

After so much effort the poor Yamaha TYs
(asthmatic at altitude), are allowed to cool
down leant against rocks. We cast our gazes
over the Lagoon of Albarega, which sparkles
in the sunlight at 4200m and supplies crystal
clear water to the town of Merida, in the bot-
tom of the valley. Merida, the capital of the
Venezuelan Andes (founded in 1558), was our

point yesterday and will see our return
this afternoon. Ahead of us a descent of 2600m
- and a goat track. It is going to be interesting!

Everything started a few days earlier,

triggered by an email. Jean Luc, happily




installed with his wife
for the past 13 years in
Venezuela, invited me for
a little “trials ride’. Happy
owner of El Hoyo del
Queque, the trendiest bar
in Merida, the couple, who
hail from Lyon in France,
had recently inaugurated
a ‘posada’ (guest house)
near their home, 15km from
the town. It is there in the val-
ley of San Rafael de Tabay that
Jean Luc has built his trials cen-
tre, equipped with a workshop,
a jet-wash, and a permanent mechanic, Hugo.
A dozen tracks lead from the posada. Barely
had we started on our ride than I quickly got
a feeling for what was on offer. ‘Where [ will
clients” smiles Jean Luc, ‘only donkeys
and good walkers can go. A trail bike or an
enduro machine - forget it,” he laughs.
Obviously the level of difficulty depends
upon the group. Darwin, the local trials star
Will be one of the guides. ezuela has a good
level of riders on a Latin American level, and
like Brazil and Colombia they try to send a team
t0 the Trial des Nations each year.
Trials enjoyed a boom period in South America
between 1975 , but then nothing. ‘Here there
are a few old Montesas, some Yamaha TYs and

> Mfeus

a few Merlins (a Spanish-Italian hybrid with

a Cagiva engine), but more recent models are
almost non-existent,” says Jean Luc. But that’s
no problem, the simplicity of the Yamaha TY250
makes it perfect for here. A broken disc or a holed
radiator could turn a nice ride into a nightmare
in the hills of Paramos. That’s without even talk-
ing about unfindable spare parts - where again
the old TY scores highly. ‘With the TY, v

shares its engine with the very popular

you will find piston rings in the local corner
shop of every town’ he adds




o

A nature lover, Jean Luc is keen to highlight
the eco-tourism aspect of his centre. He promises
to respect other track users, the goat tracks and
the scenery he rides through. ‘Slow down in front
of the horses and donkeys, say hello to the locals,
close all the gates behind you and avoid going
off piste. All are essential if our passion is to sur-
vive. The idea is to live in perfect harmony with
the Andes and enjoy total freedom for up to five
days.’ For that length of time the food and fuel

is sent ahead, not by truck or bike, but by donkey.

The rest of the time the bikes are fitted with two
saddlebags (water and food) and a handlebar-
mounted fuel tank of four-litres. Which kind
of calms your ambitions to be Dougie Lampkin!
Today the group is made up of local trials
riders, nine plus me. We leave from Santa Rosa
at 2000m to reach the Cueva del Diablo (cave
Of the devil) at 3700m by a tricky little track.
Local lad Herbert struggles on his 1982 Montesa
349. Heavy and with dodgy brakes it fouls two
Spark plugs even before the start. Herbert is
therefore soaked in sweat, and his brother Leonel
has the same bike, though his is running better.
The big Chui handles his little ‘78 Montesa 200

Venezuelan Trials Tours

@ There’s a range of tours available,
starting with a day’s outing, all-inclusive
(that's accommodation, a Yamaha TY,

fuel and guide) costing approx £56, with

an extra day available at approx £35.

@ The posada has rooms with fantastic
views for 25,000 bolivares a night (£7)

@ Flights cost around £300-450 from Lon-
don to Caracas (return), to which you need
to add a flight from Caracas to Merida
(£50) or there’s a bus which is cheaper!

® Also available is a 14-day package called
“Andes-Llanos-Caraibes’, which offers eight
or nine days riding in Merida, two days

in Llanos (watching wildlife) and two

days in Choroni in the Caribbean. Cost

is about 800 euros per person for six people.
For more information contact Jean-Luc

via email: jlmalet@yahoo.com.

Website: www.turismocatalejo.com
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1 like a bicycle. As it turns out it’s a good choice
\

in the rocks. Forroro - unusual name which
means ‘burnt maize’ - warms up his old ‘75
TY250. The shocks are leaking oil, but our man
is smiling. Meanwhile Hugo, Jean Luc, Oscar,
Darwin and his brother Chiqui are trend setters
with their brace of ‘85 Yamaha TY250s. Myself,
being the guest, I've been thoroughly spoilt with
a brand new TY!

And so off we go for a big adventure. The
fallen trees, which look easy, are made slippery
and incredibly tricky by the ambient humidity.
We manhandle the bikes across the Rio Albarega
over two tree trunks tied together. With the
engine cut, one person manages the front brake
while walking backwards, while another pushes
198 TBM

Severine and

Jean-Luc Malet
It was in 1991, during a bike trip in Latin

America, that the lives of Severine and Jean
Luc Malet changed for the better. A serious
accident saw them stuck in Venezuela and
they have never left. After the accident the
couple from Lyon - who have just received
their Venezuelan nationality - travelled

to Merida on their old XT500, found their
own private paradise and settled. Severine
gave birth to Inti and Tonatiu, they opened
a restaurant they named El Hoyo del
Queque, started a travel agency called
Catalejo (distant horizons) and recently
opened the posada of the same name.

The posada is a lodge built in a valley

in front of the snowy Humbolt Mountain
(4942m) where Severine can accommodate
up to 25 people. For years Jean Luc has
offered activities such as canoeing, horse
riding, piranha fishing (!) and hunting, and
the trial centre is a long-running project.
For safety reasons, groups are limited.
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from be . Not a place to make a mistake.

At the end of the track the team eat the
sandwiches carried in the saddlebags and drink
from the stream. On coming back to the posada
the conversations continue late into the night,
around a fire. “Tomorrow a Spaniard arrives -
my first customer,” declares Jean Luc with pride
and confidence. He will take him to the paramo
El Escorial. At this time of the year the area
is covered in flowers - it will be magnificent.

The following days’ outings are equally as
spectacular. We visit the village of Los Nevados
(2700m), lost in the Andes, where the ancient
way of life continues. There follows an epic
ascent to the Lagoon of Santo Cristo, frequently
covered in mist in August, but in the dry season

from December to April, the sky is an azure blue.

Ta8 TEBM

At that time of the year the visibility is panoramic

and it’s not unusual to see as far as Lake Mara-
caibo, some 80km to the north.
Jean Luc also offers a climb of some 4000m
(that’s 12,000ft or so) in a day! Starting from
the lake, which is at sea level, the ride climbs
to Torondoy, then Mucu-mpis before reaching
the peak of El Aguila (4118m) where the horses
of El Liberator, Simon Bolivar, crossed the coun-
try towards the famous battle of independence.
This trip changed me, and my outlook on
the sport of trials. I have discovered a beyond
compare sport - freeride trials. I returned home
with the spirit of exploring magnificent scenery
on the friendliest of all motorcycles - and where
off-road motorcycling takes on a whole new
dimension. Maybe one day, you'll do the same...

tm and Beta Main Dealers
parts and accessories for Moto X,

dur&ad and Trials.

| .Vlgt our online

shop at

~ | www.inchains.co.uk

Tel: 01425 474800

Fax: 01425 461962

Email: mail@inchains.co.uk
Unit 9 Hightown Industrial Estate,
] Crow Arch Lane, Ringwood, BH24 1NZ

Supermoto
enduro
trials

montaso
CASCAS

clothing

Moo CTING cAS CAS

- lazer helmets
@b chromivm/
{UH mxd hd £19.99
range of gas gas,
*cting & hebo trials
& enduro clothing
In stock

’('( email: enquiries@www.behind-bars.co.uk

00
27 01926 855541 Warwickshire

b8/ JE/

TRlALSPORT

Sole UK importers
and distributors of
&EGRE=TT7
clothing - for info
and stock details see
your local dealer or
contact us direct

TRIALS HOLIDAYS

Nr. Bude, Cornwall

From £220 per week for up
to 6 persons. Modern fully
equipped 6-berth mobhile
home. Bring your own trials
bike and practice your skills
in our 12 acres+ of varied
woodland.

Contact Gill Sabotig on
01288 321267 or email:
gill@sahotig.fsnet.co.uk

www.hi-trialsholidays.co.uk

www.bikestop.co.uk
Tel: 01438 317038

www.mototrail.co.uk
Tel: 01332 366869

INTA MOTORCYCLE SERVICES LTD

www.intabikes.co.uk
01622 688727 / 765791 / 758499

: O TRIALS HOLIDAYS

nr BUDE, CORNWALL

www.hf-trialsholidays.co.uk

Tel: 01288 321267 2407

24707




INTA MOTO_{CYCLE SERVICES LTD

GAS-GAS, BETA
SCORPA, SHERCO

www.intabikes.co.uk

- Gas-Gas, Beta & Scorpa Trials Bikes

- Quality Used Bikes

- Large Range of Clothing, Parts, Helmets,
Boots & Accessories

- Tyres & Talon wheels

- Quads, Buggies & Kids Bikes

- X-Sport 110s in stock now

- Finance and part exchange available

01622 688727 / 7652791 / 75849

99-107 UPPER STONE STREET, MAIDSTONE KENT ME15 6HE - OPENTHURSTILL 8PM / CLOSED WED

BULTACO

Parts Mail
Order Service

Bikes Available to
View on Website:
www.bultacouk.com
Contact Dave Renham
Tel: 01784 440033
Fax: 01784 440048
Email: info@bultacouk.com

NTO T < 23861
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www.motomerlin.co.uk
[@GZERXZZET  GAS GAS UK + BETA UK DEALER IEBetaa

NEW BETA ENDURO 4 STROKE RR'S 250/400/450/525 ...£CALL
’:NBA CRF 450X/250X LCALL
ONDA XR 600R £4100
gyﬂAHAT‘l’ 250R £3599
AMAHA WR450F FROM £4325
MAHA DT 125RE £2599
AHA XT 660R/XT 660X

ASGAS 250 PAMPERA 2004 ..
GASGAS ENDURO 2005 EC 125 /
SUZUKI DRZA400S or DRZA400E ...
NEW BETA ALP4 350cc TRAIL OR SUPERMOTO .
YAMAHA WR250F P
| YAMAHA SEROW, XR250 E/S, XR650R 02, X T600E .......... £CALL
GAS GAS, BETA, SHERCO & MONTESA TRIALS '05 FROM £CALL
GAS GAS & BETA SPARES SERVICE & WORKSHOP FACILITIES

SUPERMOTO WHEELS + BRAKES SUPPLIED

PHONE or CHECK WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS
MERLIN MOTORCYCLES - PHONE/FAX:01403 257 626

2519 . FLEXIBLE a7
PLASTIC Best Prices in UK?
SHOW Pirelli Motocross MT32 MT320 / 18 £75 Pair
80/100-21  £36.00 £34.00
PLATES 100/90 - 19 £42.00  £30.00
110/90-19 £43.00 £41.00
MADE TO ANY SIZE 110/100 - 18 £42.00 £41.00

NOT FOR HIGHWAY USE Pirelli Scorpion Enduro FIM - As Fitted

£1 2lm EACH mﬂﬂ% -21 £42.00

120/90-18 £45.00 Pair F/R £84.00
INC. P&P 140/80-18 £48.00 Pair F/R £88.00

TEL/ FAX: MT43 Trials 2.75-21 £37.00

01 995 60251 3 MT43 Trials 4.00-18 £47.00
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED Mail Order Tel: 01792 795144

SEWARARD
RACING

« Independent supplier of any new off road motorcycle
« Largest stockist of off road clothing in South West
« Full workshop facilities for repairs and servicing
« Mail order spares and accessories
Trethurgy Garage, St Austell, Cornwall
Tel: 01726 851733 www.sewardracing.com

K-wa.akl NEWCASTLE |

@Husqvarna
DEALERS

.. COVERING THE
NORTH AND
SCOTI.AND

I *u.&

*%

For all your Off-Road Requirements in the North Easl

* PUTOLINE OIL * TALON * ACERBIS * MAXXIS * VEMAR * OXTAR * MICHELIN *
* AXO LEATHERS & CLOTHING * SIDI * OAKLEY * RENTHAL * DEP * DOMA * AIP *

SO LEC SIS

Motorcycles @i tom s

@ montess

C?O

» Selection of used trials — all clean and ready to ride
* All makes of parts and clothing

¢ For adults and kids

e New and Used Bikes in stock now

(Tel: 0191 272 3335 www.kawasaki-newcastle.co.uk.}

>
<
%2
=)
~

www.jamsport.co.uk

e Trials - Enduro - Trail
e Full Workshop Facilities ® MoT’s
* New/Used Machines
* Full Range Clothing/Accessories
e Mail Order ® Finance Available

43 The Street, Wrecclesham, Farnham, Surrey GU10 4QS
Tel: 01252 725335 Fax: 01252 711617
email: ian@jamsport.co.uk

GET RESULTS

To advertise here call Natalie Watson

TH‘IL BIKE & ENDURO M‘G‘ZIIVE

(01 225) 786815

KTM

in the
North
West

(‘nuff said)

ROBINSONS
Central Garage Water St, Rochdale

01706 716665
B01 www. robinsonsrochdale.co.uk

23865

" Aaabavay

FOR SUPERMOTO USE
Complete Front and Rear Wheels
with Excel or Morad rims in gold, black or silver

320mm Oversize Front Discs
available in round and wavy designs
O.E.M. Caliper Brackets
4 Piston Billett Calipers

Front & Rear Sprockets
in various sizes to change gearing for Supermoto use
TALON ENGINEERING LTD
Tel: (01935) 471508 Email: sales@talon-eng.co.uk
44 Lynx Trading Estate Yeovil Somerset BA20 2NZ

23564

TRADING LTD
JACK UP
BIKE STANDS
£140 inc VAT+delivery

Trade enquiries
welcome on 5 plus

Call 07799 880044

Fax orders to:
01702 233303
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STORY: RAPPERS; PIC: ERIC KITCHEN

hilst Ulsterman Sammy

Miller remains the most

successful solo British Trials
Champion ever with 11 successive
titles won between 1959 and 1969, the
rider that brought his incredible run of
successes to an end was Gordon Farley,
pictured here during his second British
Championship winning year of 1971 in
the Allan Jefferies trial.

Sammy recalls: ‘I won the final
round in 1970, the Knut Trial, but
effectively lost my
title to Gordon earlier
that year at the Perce
Simon Trial when the

’Sam was a pain
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from him meant so much to me. I won
the Championship again in 1971 and
continued to ride for three more years,
finally retiring in 1974 having been a
professional trials rider for ten years
for Triumph, Greeves, Montesa and
Suzuki.’

However, Gordon made a brief
comeback in 1978 during a six month
spell when he competed with great
success locally - though he admits he
struggled when it came to the bigger
events. ‘I did the
Scottish that year -

a year when it was

condenser failed on
my Bultaco, leaving
me stranded out on
the moors in the
New Forest.

‘I decided there
and then to call it a

in the backside,
winning every
year. He was
always that little
bit better than
the rest of his

incredibly difficult.
Martin Lampkin
won, losing 99 marks
and I finished 45th. I
didn’t like that and I
found the event very
difficult and I haven’t
competed since.

day as far as chasing
championships; I
reckoned I had won
enough titles for the record to stand
for many years, which has proved to
be the case’ said Sammy when Trials
Mag caught up with him recently.

But for Farley the win was the
culmination of a deep-seated desire
to succeed. ‘It meant a hell of a lot to
me at the time’ said Gordon, who now
owns two motorcycle dealerships in
the Guildford area. ‘Sam was a pain in
the backside, winning every year. He
was always that little bit better than the
rest of his contemporaries. We could
beat him now and then, but he was
always so consistent, so to take the title

contemporaries...’

So will Gordon
Farley, twice British
Champion ever ride
competitive trials again? ‘I'm 60 in
June this year’ he says, ‘and I've
promised myself I'll have a go just to
see what it's like. It'll be in the Senior
class of course. I'm still involved in
trials, my wife and I observe regularly
and my son wants to ride a bit further
afield now, so I could yet be renewing
some old acquaintances.’

And the reason for the cool shades
in our picture? ‘I suffered badly from
hay fever then and thought that
sunglasses would help. They didn’t’
said Gordon, happy to recall his
success from 34 years ago.
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FREE CLRASSIFIEDS

BIKES

CCM 604E DS, 2001, MoT, 5900 miles, Datatag, ¢/w SM wheels,
£2800 ono. Tel (mobile) 07963 048133 or 0115 847 8925 (Notts)
KTM 450EXC, 2003, taxed, alloy bashplate, clutchsaver, new
rear tyre and good front, all lights, maintained regardless of
cost, £3495. Tel (mobile) 07785564094 or 01823 276031 (Somerset)
KTM 525EXC, 2003 model, one owner, UK bike, new c+s, extras,
trail use only, well maintained, exc cond, £3650 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07968 495130 or 01332 741415 (Derbys)

Yamaha WR250F, 2004, Leo Vinci exhaust, frame/rad /hand
guards, Fatbars, full Yamaha road kit, vgc, £3,995 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07968 478670 or 01874 658659 (Powys)

Honda CRM250 AR, 2000, W-reg,white/black, T&T, 5000 miles,
bashplate, exc cond, £2650 ono. Tel (mobile) 07962146849

or 0151 355 2343 (Chester)

Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2001, X-reg, T&T, 4600 miles, new c+s/ front
pads, Yoshimura exhaust plus original, exc runner, very reliable,
£2400 ono. Tel (mobile) 07890 090737 or 01993 703504 (Oxon)
Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1995, M-reg, T&T, new silencer, good
cond, £1550. Tel 01985 218684 (Wilts)

Sachs ZX125, 2002, 1000km, never been off-road, dry weather
only, stored indoors, £1600. Tel 07891 574430 (Northants)
Suzuki DR650SET, P-reg, 3000 miles, exc condition, service
history, Supertrapp tail pipe, road and off-road tyres, £2100 ono.
Tel 07795 283427 (Essex)

Husqvarna TE610, 1998, hi-spec competition model, kick-start,
6-speed, well maintained, ideal for supermoto conversion,
£1500. SM wheels available. Tel 01257 791314 (Lancs)

Honda XL600R, F-reg, MoT, many new parts, exc cond.

Tel 01264 358431 (Hants)

Beta 450RR, 2005, only ridden twice, as new, big saving on new,
£4600 ono. Tel 01246 567556 (Derbys)

Gas Gas EC250, Y-reg, new tyres/pads/chain etc, will T&T for
buyer, green laned only, £1800 for quick sale.

Tel 07743 074397 (Lothian)

Honda CRF250X, taxed, bashplate, handguards, some spares,
light use only, retirement forces sale, £3550.

Tel 01594 529238 (Gloucs)

Gas Gas Pampera, 2002, taxed, little use, superb cond, must

be seen, £1950. Tel 01202 717039 (Dorset)

Yamaha WR400F, 2000, set up for tall/heavy rider, Ohlins shock,
high seat, bar risers, flywheel weight, good cond, £2400.

Tel 01280 812691 (Bucks)

Yamaha WR450F, 2004 model, Q-pipe, Talons, plus loads more,
all original bits, phone for details/pics, £4500. Tel (mobile) 07832
337498 or 01978 752677 (N Wales)

Kawasaki KLE250 Super Sherpa, 2000, T&T, 6000 miles, new
tyres/battery, hardly used since imported, smart little bike,
bargain at £1695. Tel 01997 421911 (Scotland)

Kawasaki KLX650, 1993, new exhaust/c+s/CDI/battery and
forkguards, great fun on- and off-road, £1200. Tel 01503 250875
(Cornwall)

CCM 604E Sport, 2000, X-reg, 6400 miles, new tyres/cam belt
pulleys, regularly serviced, good cond, offers around £2395.

Tel 01626 835416 (Devon)

Yamaha WR400F, 1999, little use, new c+s to replace originals,
Renthals, handguards, always serviced, bargain at £1850.

Tel 01347 822870 (N Yorks)

Honda XR250, 03-reg, fully road legal, 2400 miles, £2700. Also
Moto Gori 175cc, log book, needs repair, £395.

Tel 01200 425603 (Lancs)

Yamaha WR250F, 2003, T&T, road legal kit, many spares, Fat
bars, bash plate, frameguards, vgc, £3250 ono.

Tel 01594 529238 (Gloucs)

Honda XR400R, 1999, proper ignition, Trailtech, good cond,
£1850. Tel (mobile) 07779 520190 or 01283 713326 (Staffs)
Yamaha Serow, 1991,17700km, Renthal trials bars, Acerbis
barkbusters, new 520 c+s/pads/shoes and tyres, £950.

Tel 01462 790276 (Herts)

Husqvarna WR360, enduro/ trailie, lots of recent parts, needs
piston and rebore but otherwise exc general cond, call for
details, £1000. Tel (mobile) 07740 160953 or 01942 879585

(Manchester)

Honda XR400, 1999, 6000km, CRD bashplate, White Bros
E-series exhaust, CRD header, Acerbis headlamp, plus original
exhaust/head light etc, regular oil and filter changes,£2000 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07734 721705 or 01747855039 (Dorset)

KTM 250EXC 2T, 2003, road reg'd, taxed, 38 hours’ /750km use,
standard bike, green lane use, unused for 14 months, injury
forces sale, £2995. Tel 07967 658928 (Lincs)

Gas Gas Pampera 250 mkII, 1999, T&T, two owners, new c+s,
well maintained, some spares, could deliver, phone for details,
£1175 ono. Tel 0115 952 1645 (Notts)

Honda XR400R, 2003, 5450km, owned from new, green lane use
only, Mikuni carb, sump/handguards, new baby forces sale,
£2795 ono. Tel 01296 584833 (Bucks)

Husqvarna CR250, 1999, just about all replaced, ready to roar,
two-stroke heaven, £1795 ono. Tel 01268 699748 (Essex)

Suzuki DR350, 1994, T&T, new c+s, Acerbis tank, very reliable,
good cond, £1400. Tel 01428 682651 (Surrey)

Yamaha WRA400F, X-reg, taxed, trail use only, new

tyres/c+s/ pads, some new Elasﬁcs plus graphics kit, £2250.

Tel 07939 998576 (Denbighshire)

Yamaha TT600R, 2001, red / white, T&T, 4700km, road / green
lane use only, good standard cond, £2000 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07712 338943 or 01242 576809 (Gloucs)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2003, 2100 miles, road/green lane use only,
Leo Vince exhaust, Renthals, hand / sumpguards, superb bike,
£2995. Tel 01428 724308 (Hants)

Honda SL230, reg’d 1998, T&T, 5000 miles, low seat height, elec
start, Renthals, bashplate, brushguards, 70-80mpg, good cond,
£1300. Tel 07917 190318 (S Yorks,

Honda CRM250 AR, 1997, T&T, 16500km, DEP system, Boyesen
reeds, IMS pegs, bashplate, new tyres, exc cond, £2200 ono.

Tel 07711 004416 (Chester)

Beta Alp 200, 03-reg, yellow, 6000km, alarm, new rear tyre,
road use only, £1950 no canvassers. Tel 01204 883659 (Lancs)
Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000, T&T, Renthals, sump/handguards,
new battery/ pads, good cond, £2150. Tel (mobile) 07801 821466
or 01633 674388 (Gwent)

Bultaco 350T Sherpa, 1980, new clutch/decals, not used in
competition, good cond, offers around £600.

Tel 07876 648180 (W Mids)

Yamaha WR400F, MoT, recent tyres plus new DEP silencer,

exc cond, £2400 ovno. Tel 01977 708315 (Wakefield)

BMW R80GS, G-reg, black/yellow, too many mods to list, loads
of spares, phone for more info, £2600. Tel 07976 353913 (Yorks)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2003, 53-reg, 4000 miles, full Suzuki service
history, Suzuki warranty still remaining, lot of extras including
Scottoiler, almost as new, £2995. Tel 07973 231879 (Hants)
Honda XR400R, 2003, 1300km, Renthals, CRD pipe, light use,
exc cond, £2995. Tel (mobile) 07793 939299

or 01883 652349 (Surrey)

Yamaha YZ426F, very little use, some spares, immaculate cond,
ready to race. Tel 01993 771159 (Oxon)

Yamaha WR200R, 2000, X-reg, T&T, Fatbars, new graphics/seat
cover, Acerbis barkbusters, frameguards, cracking bike in vgc,
£1895 ovno. Tel 01429 282289 (Co Durham)

Beta Alp 4.0, reg’d Nov 2003, 2600 miles, like new, genuine
reason for sale, £2495 no timewasters please.

Tel 07970 656417 (Gwent)

Honda XR400, late 2002, taxed, 1500 miles, two owners, new
chain/tyres/pads, standard bike in exc cond, £2800.

Tel 01495 722849 (Gwent)

CCM 640 Sport, 1999 model, reg’d 2000, low miles, mature
owner, inc Talon/Excel supermoto wheels, new tyres,
immaculate cond, £3200 ono. Tel 07761 256368 (Hants)

Cagiva W16 600, N-reg, T&T, 16000km, new c+s, ideal green
lane bike, £1000 ono. Tel 01243 839008 (Sussex)

KTM 525EXC, 2004, 1800 miles, light green lane use only,
sump/handguards, serviced to schedule, immaculate cond,
£4300. Tel (mobile) 07966 670655 or 01225 445378 (Somerset)
Honda TLR250R-G, 1986, T&T, full lighting kit, never trialled,
good cond, £1500. Tel 01271 812022 (Devon%

Husaberg FE400, 2002, taxed,dual start, regular oil / filter
changes, new pads/battery / fork seals/tyres, exc cond, £2395
ono. Tel (mobile) 07771 520146 or 01489 799899 (Hants)

- Suzuki DR600S, taxed but no MoT, 38000 miles, new top-end,
couple of dints in tank but otherwise good condition, £600 or
WHY. Tel (mobile) 07876 216688 or 01925 723626 (Cheshire)
- Gas Gas EC300, 2003 model, 52 reg, only 1350 miles,
sump/handguards, well maintained, nice condition, £2100.
Tel (mobile) 07970 003003 or 01795 430832 (Kent)
Honda CR125, L-reg, MoT, well maintained, new clutch, plus
MX gear, £950 ono. Tel 01440 704922 (Essex)
Honda XR400R, 2001, X-reg, red / white, T&T, 14500km,
Renthals, bashplate, barkbusters, some spares, phone for details,
£1800 ono. Tel (eves) 020 8683 2347 (Surrey)
Honda XR400R, 1999, V-reg, white, T&T, 5600km, FMF Q-pipe,
all original plus Talon/Excel/Braking supermoto wheels, exc
cond, £2700. Tel 01264 335097 (Hants%
‘Yamaha TT600, 1990, T&T, lights, new front tyre/rear
fender/fork seals/gaiters, seat recovered, very nice machine,
cheap at £995. Tel 02380 333955 (Hants)
KTM 450EXC, 2005 model, taxed, many extras, mint condition,
£5000 or p/x for KTM 300EXC. Tel (mobile) 07981 106431
or 01795 790260 (Gwent)
Honda XR280R, 51-reg, T&T, new tyres/c+s, very good bike,
£2350 ono. Tel (mobile) 07977 654826 or 01332 691019 (Derbys)
Yamaha YZ426F, 2002 model, road reg'd, both MX and SM
wheels, Braking disc, Magura m/ cyl, FMF header, £2600.
Tel Matt on 07779 341871 (Essex)
Gilera Apache 125, 02-reg, exact bike featured in TBM84, new
small-end / c+s/ tyres, not used off-road, must be seen, £1350.
Tel 01306 628297 (W Sussex)
Honda XR650R supermoto, 2002, Renthals, Akrapovic system,
CRD bashplate, plus off-road wheels, mint cond, £3500 ono.
Tel 07941 233845 (Worcs)
Honda XR400R, 2003, taxed, only 1400 miles, lots of extras, light
trail use only, vgc, £2950 ovno. Tel (mobile) 07764 233581 or
01977 682168 (N Yorks)
Yamaha XTZ750, 1994, Dynojet stage II, K&N, Laser, Motad,
Renthal, many more extras, Al cond, can email pic, £1900.
Tel 01495 725217 (S Wales)
Kawasaki KLX 250E, 1993, T&T, new Talon c+s/wheel bearings,
Renthals, regular oil/ filter changes, exc greenlaner, £1350 ono or
may p/x XR/DR-Z/WR400. Tel (mobile) 07776 242726
or 01935 476895 (Somerset)
BMW 1150GS, 2002, black, hard luggage, Hepco & Becker
engine bars, £6300 or p/x Gas Gas EC 300/250.
Tel (mobile) 07977 980802 or 01772 783826 (Lancs)
Yamaha WR426F, 2001, Werx graphics/seat, all guards, recent
- Xering c+s/tyres/pads, maintained regardless of cost, spare
- CRD can/large tank/seat, £2900. Tel 07974 978177 (Devon)
BMW R100GS, 1993, low miles, new rear shock/tyre, panniers,
~ exc cond, £1800 no time wasters. Tel 01782 848034(Staffs)
Yamaha TTR250, M-reg, T&T, elec start, CRD front pipe/sump
, handguards, Michelin enduro tyres, Renthals, exc cond,
£1695. Tel 07792 945157 (Somerset)
Suzuki DR3508, 1993, enduro model with plastic tank etc,
DR-Z plastics, frame powder-coated 12 months ago, green lane
use. Tel (mobile) 07740 192658 or 020 8776 0615 (Kent
Yamaha TTR250, 2002, blue, 1500km, taxed, elec start, garaged
for five months, clean bike, £2550. Tel (mobile) 07951 534358
or 01895 471517 (Middx)
Gas Gas Pampera 250, 2002, 02-reg, 2000 miles, mature rider,
£1775. Tel (mobile) 07966 753890 or 01327 877094 (Northants)
Honda CRM250 mkII, 1991, T&T, DEP system, frame /sump-
Buards, recon suspension, spare cables, light trail use, above
average cond, £1500. Tel 07974 804371 (Cheshire)
VOR 530, 2001, originally a supermoto but now with MX
wheels/suspension, little use, vgc, £2950.
Tel 01604 495185 (Northants)
Honda CR125, 03-reg, taxed, lights, spare plastics, super cond,
£2400. Tel (mobile) 07793 449860 or 01527 523550 (Worcs)
KTM 950 Adventure S, new in June ‘04, Gauloises blue, as new,
Cost £8650, bargain at £7250. Tel Steve on (mobile) 07929 930740
- 0r 01530 459644 (Leics)
as Gas EC300, 2002, one owner, no expense spared on
Mechanics, no time wasted on cosmetics, call for more details,
£2000 ono. Tel 01225 444844 (Avon)
onda XR400, 2002, 52-reg, taxed, 2800 miles, handguards, front
Scguard, factory-fitted pillion pegs, fair cond, £2400.
| (%nuobile) 07931 536106 or 01302 539880 (S Yorks)
a XT250, 1981, strong and reliable, used for hare ‘n’
unds, new knobblies, suit learner, bulletproof.
€l 07796 536487 (Dorset)

Husaberg FE400e, 2001, T&T, bashplate, handguards, c/w

Husaberg MX pants, new bike forces sale, £2400.

Tel 020 7231 9124 (London)

KTM 200EXC (GS), 2002 model, road reg'd, autolube,

handguards, green lane use only, exc cond, £2550.

Tel 01483 302018 (Surrey)

Yamaha WR250F, June ‘03, road reg’d, brushguards, Renthals,

new c+s, green lane use only, good cond, £3295 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07770 801711 or 01205 722468 (Lincs)

Yamaha XT550, red, MoT, starts first kick, superb example,

maintained regardless of cost, proper old trailie, £1250.

Tel (mobile) 07766 700870 or 01544 231871 (Hereford)

KTM 525EXC, 500km TRF green lane use only, factory

suspension/graphics, lots more extras, some spares, mint cond,

cost £5650, sell for £4000. Tel (mobile) 07787 558869

or 01328 829518 (Norfolk)

Yamaha WR426F, 02-reg, T&T, full lighting kit, new

tyres/c+s/rings/camchain, frame/handguards, vge, £2795 ono.

Tel 07708 359670 (Essex)

Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1997, 4]G-5 model, white/green, T&T,

only 5000 miles, road use only, very clean, £1950.

Tel 020 8464 5778 (Kent)

Honda XR250, 2002, 1700 miles, light green lane use only, lovely

condition, ideal green laner, genuine reason for sale, £2350 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07802 914043 or 020 8651 2229 (Surrey)

Yamaha TT350, 1990, Renthals, new air/oil filter and kickstart

shaft, road and off-road tyres, very clean bike, £895.

Tel 07966 112883 (Cheshire)

Suzuki DR-Z400, Oct 2001, lightweight kickstart model, one

owner, well serviced, original plastics/c+s, some extras, exc

cond, £2350. Tel 01475 689586 (Scotland)

Yamaha WR250F, 2003, many spares and extras inc FMF system

and Fatbars, ready to race, £3000. Tel 01594 529238 (Gloucs)

TM 250 4T, 2003, on SORN at present, elec start, recent full

engine service, clean and tidy, new bike forces sale, £2800.

Tel (mobile) 07715 013534 or 0161 474 0773 (Cheshire)

BMW F650GS Dakar, 2000, Y-reg, blue/white, 6000 miles,

alarm /immobiliser, Scottoiler, Touratech panniers, tankbag, no

off-road use, £3500 ono. Tel 07768 501400 (London)

Honda XR250R, red, T&T, Fatbars, very recent Michelin AC10s,

can email pics, £1995 ovno. Tel (mobile) 07970 598117

or 01562 824704 (Worcs)

Honda XR400R, red, T&T, 3000km, one elderly owner, new rear

tyre, original cond, £2500 ono. Tel 01732 885233 (Kent)

Honda XR400R, 1998, S-reg, white, MoT, must sell hence £1775

ono. Tel 01787 282032 (Suffolk)

CCM 604E, 2001, 51-reg, Rotax motor, grey / white, MoT, 3300

miles, recent tyres, light trail and road use, good cond, £2300

ono. Tel (mobile) 07876 152807 or 01529 421241 (Lincs)

Honda CRF450R, 2003, road reg'd, 700 miles, lighting kit, many

extras inc CRD pipe and enduro tank, green lane use, £4300.

Tel 01722 742578 f‘/\elilts)

Gas Gas Pampera, 2004, taxed, stainless fittings, Talon sprock-

ets, O-ring chain, as new, £2300. Tel 01834 813744 (Pembroke)

KTM 400 LC4, 2000, X-reg, orange/silver, MoT, low miles, elec

start, new c+s, light/robust thumper, vgc, £2400.

Tel 01233 851112 (Kent)

Honda XR250R, 1998, T&T, 8000km, £1500. Also Honda XL600R,

1984, T&T, 30000km, £850. Tel (mobile) 07855 107113

or 01608 663004 (Warks)

Honda XR200, 1982, road reg’d, good cond, offers or p/x for

modern trials bike. Tel 01538 300343 (Staffs)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000, IMS tank, CRD exhaust system, plus

all usual extras, absolute bargain, £1800.

Tel 07759 187500 (Essex)

Honda CRM250 AR, 1998, yellow/purple, T&T, new DEP

exhaust, good clean bike, great green laner, £1850 ono.

Tel 07771 982246 (Cornwall)

Honda CR500RX, 1999, road reg'd, FMF system Gnarly / Turbine

Core II, approx eight hours’ use, ¢/ w spares kit and original

exhaust, make great supermoto, £2000 ovno.

Tel 07970 937499 (Berks)

Kawasaki KLX300, 2003, taxed, 500 miles, CRD sump/frame-

guards, well maintained, plus spares, exc cond, £2650 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07904 061294 or 01525 852589 (Beds)

Husaberg FE450e, elec start, mousses, bashplate, handguards,

WER steering damper, superb cond, £3900.

Tel (mobile) 07770 575030 or 01565 652400 (Cheshire)

Gas Gas EC200, 2002, one owner, FMF system, frameguards,

skidplate, good cond, £2200 ono. Tel 01473 830489 (Suffolk)
=M 1SS
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Honda XR440R, 1997, T&T, recent rebuild, new clutch, CRD
exhaust, Renthals, lots of extras, reliable, good condition, £1900.
Tel (mobile) 07919 374178 or 01772 460698 (Lancs)

Honda CRF250X, 2004, road reg’d, green lane use only,
sump/handguards, Trailtech computer, £4150 ono.

Tel (after 3pm) 07736 525142 (Surrey)

KTM 250EXC, reg’d Jan'03, under 1000 miles, light green lane
use only, full road kit, one careful lady owner, £2,500.

Tel 01242 72552 (Gloucs)

Suzuki DR-Z4008S, reg’d 02, full service history.

Tel 07989 374980 (Gloucs)

Suzuki DR250RS, DOHC model, 1995, MoT, electric start,
adjustable seat height, excellent well maintained bike in great
condition, must be seen, £1400 ono. Tel (mobile) 07841 741500
or 01386 554572 (Worcs)

Husqvarna WR360, 1998, T&T, 5000 miles, road legal,
decompression kit, White Power, Ohlins, vgc, £1800 ono.

Tel 07733 322218 (Herts)

Husaberg FE400e, 2002, well cared for, hand /sumpguards, low
use forces sale, registered with plate T 3ERG, £2695 or £2495
without plate. Tel 07974 396407 (N Wales)

Montesa 315R, 2001, Lampkin rep, well sorted trials bike
complete with new 11X tyres, plenty of feet up fun for £1595.
Tel 07974 396407 (N Wales)

Yamaha YFS200 Blaster quad, 2004, blue, nerf bars, bashplate,
new tyres, frame just painted, good condition, £2200 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07906 313353 or 01992 440749 (Herts)

Yamaha TTR90, 2003 model, suit 9-12 year old, immaculate
cond, £800 ono. Tel 01330 820806 (Aberdeen)

Honda XL250 Degree, K-reg, T&T, 12000km, elec start, new c+s,
road and trail, £995. Tel 01604 494736 (Northants)

KTM 525EXC, 2004 model, 04-reg, very low hours, never been
raced, fun use only, vgc, £4200 ono. Tel 07989 588665

or 01257 473409 (Lancs)

Honda CRM250 mkIII, 1997, purple/yellow, T&T, hand / sump-
guards, Renthals, DEP silencer, many spares, £1300.

Tel (after 6pm) 07831 599212 (Herts)

KTM 200EXC, 1999, T-reg, T&T, full road kit, sumpguard, well
maintained, good cond for year, £1695 ono.

Tel Neil on 01737 762359 (Surrey)

Kawasaki KE100, 1998, S-reg, green with purple seat, 2200
miles, cheap to run, good condition, includes Haynes manual,
£600. Tel 01367 820688 (Oxon)

Honda XRV750 Africa Twin, 1998, R-reg, T&T, 15500 miles, FSH,
exc standard cond, £3100 ono. Tel (mobile) 07866 367592 or
01432 273046 (Hereford)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2000, T&T, one owner, Renthals, CRD
bashplate, frame/handguards, good tyres/c+s, good condition,
only £2150. Tel (mobile) 07801 821466 or 01633 674388 (S Wales)
Yamaha TTR600, 2000, W-reg, red / white, MoT, 6600km, Arrow
can and standard, gold taper bars, recent tyres, usual green
laning etc, £2050 ono. Tel 01296 688065 (Beds)

KTM Adventure 640, 1999, MoT, low miles, new tyres/pads,
gel seat, FSH, vge, £2250. Tel (mobile) 07710 782442

or 01805 625463 (Devon)

Yamaha WR250F, 2003, taxed, elec start, new plastics/ graphics,
bashplate, DEP can, well maintained, £3100.

Tel (mobile) 07786 866596 or 01782 714194 (Staffs)

Honda XR650L, L-reg, MoT, electric start, Acerbis 22L tank, rear
pegs, indicators and proper lights, £1550 ono.

Tel 01204 669147 (Lancs)

Honda XRV750 Africa Twin, S-reg, black/gold/silver, T&T,
19000 miles, new c+s/battery, £2650 ono.

Tel 01204 669147 (Lancs)

Suzuki TS250X, rare water-cooled non-powervalve trail bike,
T&T, genuine 20000 miles, very well maintained, loads of
history, £695. Tel (mobile) 07798 806145 or 01622 843386 (Kent)
Suzuki RM80, 1995, just rebuilt, first time starter, vgc for year,
£600 ono. Tel 07843 236008 (Herts)

Yamaha Blaster 200, 2001, workshop manual, kill-switch, £1750
ono or p/x for KTM EXC. Tel 07843 236008 (Herts)

Lifan LF125, Honda XL1255 copy, 2001, Y-reg, red, T&T, 1200
miles, digital gear indicator, reliable, economical, vge, £800 ono.
_Tel 01978 860728 (Denbigh)

Honda XR250 Baja, 1996, T&T, elec start. Exc cond, £1800.
156 TEBM

Tel (mobile) 07766 006870 or 01287 637140 (Cleveland)

Suzuki DR-Z400, 2001, Y-reg, black, T&T, Arrow exhaust, new
c+s/pads, few extras, well maintained, £2300 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07921 500297 or 01636 684744 (Notts)

Husqvarna WR250, 2004, Anniversary model, little use, approx
1500 miles, original front tyre/c+s, exc cond, £3300.

Tel 01271 879356 (Devon)

Honda XR280, 1990 model, road reg’d, MoT, Wiseco piston, new
tyres, Renthals, handguards, UFO plastics, lovely runner, some
spares, exc starter bike, good cond, £1150 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07855 643941 or 01258 454216 (Dorset)

Suzuki DR350SEX, 1999, T-reg, black, T&T, 6000 miles, recent
c+s/tyres, mirrors, indicators, quiet exhaust, good original cond,
£1850 ono. Tel 07775 883377 (Notts)

Husqvarna TE450, 2004, elec start, shop serviced, Fatbars,
mousses, spare rear wheel and filters, £3500 ovno. Also Yamaha
TY80 child’s trials bike, ready to ride, £600 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07812 081813 or 01245 269591 (Essex)

Honda XR250, 1995, M-reg, MoT, very good original cond,
£1450 ono. Tel 01482 870435 (E Yorks)

Beta Alp 200, Sept’ 03, only 550km, mint cond, delivery possible
by arrangement, absolute give-away at £2450.

Tel 07624 495931 (IoM)

Yamaha WR400F, 2001, Y-reg, T&T, one owner, very tidy, phone
for details, £2500. Tel (mobile) 07841 656688

or 01225 768183 (Wilts)

Kawasaki KLX300R, 2000, T&T, Renthals, header, Dynojet,
Datatag, O-ring chain, good cond, £1895 ono.

Tel 01706 219971 (Lancs)

Honda XR250, 1998, S-reg, elec start import model, MoT, low
miles, elec display, indicators, regularly serviced, reliable, good
cond, £1750 ono. Tel 01706 219971 (Lancs)

Beta Alp 200, 52-reg, 2700km, new front tyre/pads, good
c+s/bearings, little scuffs otherwise good, £1750.

Tel 01824 750659 (N Wales)

Kawasaki KDX220R, 2003, taxed, road kit fitted, green lane use
only, vge, £2650 ono. Tel (mobile) 07788 567091

or 01905 757950 (Worcs)

Honda XR400R, 53-reg, one owner, new tyres, sump/hand-
guards, stunning looking bike, exc cond, £2950 ono.

Tel 01443 411065 (Mid Glam)

Husqvarna TE410, 1998, T&T, 3500 miles, three owners, full
electrics, some green laning, good cond, £1950 ono or looking
for 250cc of same standard, prefer Honda.

Tel 01962 620728 (Hants)

CCM 604 Sport, 1999, black/ yellow, MoT, low miles, light use,
£2100. Tel (mobile) 07836 713334 or 01483 414530 (Surrey)
Yamaha WR250F, 2002, under 1000 miles, green lane use only,
new tyres, handguards, very good original cond, £2700 ono.
Tel 07989 580191 (Bucks)

Honda CRF450R, 2003, enduro spec, road reg'd, 18in rear wheel,
lights, exhaust insert/noise restrictor, £3200.

Tel 07940 197911 (Surrey)

KTM 450EXC, 2005 model, only 17 hours’ green lane use,

Tag bars, sump/brushguards, as new, £4650.

Tel (mobile) 07889 810651 or 01474 874490 (Kent)

Yamaha DT175MX, MoT, owned since 1992, call for full

details, £950. Tel 01604 713728 (Northants)

Honda XR400, 2003 model, taxed, 2100km green lane use,
Renthals, barkbusters, new tyres, few extras, nice bike, £2500.
Tel 07966 155762 (Notts)

Yamaha WR400F, 2000, full road lighting kit, new c+s, White
Bros exhaust, spare plastics, green lane use only, £1695 ono.

Tel 07764 180158 (S Yorks)

CCM 604E, 2000, road reg'd, new c+s/tyres/belt etc,

Talons/ Excels, off-road use only, exc cond, £2500 ovno.

Tel 01324 829611/829881 (Stirling)

Honda XR400R, Y-reg, recent service, new brake pads/road
legal tyres, Datatag, bashplate, handguards, £2395 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07973 144775 or 01977 798503 (W Yorks)

KTM 525EXC, 2003 model, green lane use, new c+s, exc cond,
£3650 ono. Tel (days) 01594 837309 or (eves) 01594 810170
(Gloucs)

Gas Gas EC450FSE, 2004, new c+s, exc cond, £3000 ono.

Tel 01787 269226 (Suffolk)

KTM 300EXC, 2001, only 200km green lane use, sump-plate,
_brushguards, some spares, immaculate cond, £2650.
Tel (mobile) 07889 810651 or 01474 874490 (Kent)
Honda CRM250 mKII, 1991, light green lane use only, good
‘standard cond, £1395. Tel (mobile) 07748 633723
‘or 01489 780609 (Hants)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2002, taxed, 3000 miles, Renthals, CRD
 sumpguard, handguards, new c+s/rear tyre, £2425.
Tel 07960 091732 (Derbys)
Yamaha WR250F, 2003, 53-reg, taxed, elec start, many extras,
very little use, never raced, mint cond, £3250.
Tel (mobile) 07970 889306 or 01978 824917 (Wrexham)
Gas Gas EC250, new piton/rings/wheel bearings/tyres, front
suspension overhaul, very well maintained, £1795 ono.
Tel 01643 708837 (Somerset)
Husqvarna TE250, ‘04, only six months old, dealer serviced,
swap for Gas Gas two-stroke of same year or make me an offer.
Tel 01458 210413 (Somerset)
CCM 604E DS, 2001, yellow, 4400 miles, Rotax engine, electric
start, WP suspension, exc for all-round use, vgc, £2400 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07931 167125 or 01325 310150 (Co Durham)
~ Honda Dominator, 1987, black, new shock, stainless exhaust,
with road and enduro silencers, good cond.
Tel 07789 371013 (Carmarthen)

WHARNTED

Wanted for Honda XL185, right-hand sidepanel, seat foam and
cover, and exhaust system. Tel (eves) 01200 423762 or email
balldavid5@aol.com (Lancashire)
- Wanted parts for KTM 495, various bits needed to get back
on the trail. Tel Michael on 01284 850809 (Suffolk)
Wanted 125-185 four-stroke off-roader, for 14-year-old, under
£700. Tel (mobile) 07887 751361 or 01252 873434 (Hants)
- Wanted Honda trial bike, 125 or 250cc, £100-150.
Tel 01507 608365 (Lincs)
Wanted Beta TR32 trials bike parts, electrical parts wanted,
anything considered inc complete bike, will travel for right
parts. Tel 07949 454674 (Gloucs)
Wanted Yamaha DT175MX or IT200/250, must be in good
original cond. Tel Martyn on 07979 921980 (Leics)
Wanted KTM 125EXC, must be road reg'd, poss p/ex for my
1996 BMW coupe. Tel (mobile) 07977 035346
‘or 01493 664877 (Norfolk)
‘i fanted supermoto wheels for CCM 404, with discs, condition
‘not important as long as they’re straight with no dents.
Tel (mobile) 07834 492276 or 01722 711738 (Wilts)
Wanted Gas Gas top-end, barrel, piston, head from 2001/02
~model. Also seat and plastics, cash waiting for right parts.
Tel 01330 825197 (Scotland)
‘Wanted Yamaha YZ465, good bike for twin-shock club racing,
would swap for my 2000 WR400F, W-reg, good cond.
Tel 01225 311567 (Somerset)
Wanted XT500 motor, stripped, running, or a little broken.
Tel 01323 833951 (E Sussex)
Wanted plastic tank for KDX220/200, 1996-2004.
Tel 01908 673454 (Bucks)
Wanted dented tank to fit 1985 XT600. Also racks for same,
maps of North Africa and second person for trip to Timbuktu,
leaving Nov. Tel (mobile) 07796 365630 or 01564 794549 (Warks)
Wanted FMF Gnarly pipe for KTM 200, must be in good cond.
Tel 01538 300343 (Staffs)
: Wanted Lucky Explorer fairing and tank for 1994-on Cagiva
~ Elefant E900, or any information on where I can find them.
Tel 07941 130647 (Notts)
- Wanted any spares for 2001 Honda XR400.
- Tel 07791 554349 (S Wales)
‘Wanted Honda XR600R, must be in exc standard cond with
genuine indicators, mirrors, Honda exhaust, standard plastics,
large rear light if poss. Tel 01904 490764 (Yorks)
lanted Suzuki TS125X parts, airbox cover, 1/h sidepanel,
exhaust, carb, will consider anything inc whole scrap bike.
el 01905 778681 (Worcs)
Vanted wheels for Kawasaki KDX220/200, must be straight
round! Tel (mobile) 07970 929089 or 01925 714297 (Lancs)
Vanted Keihin PWK 35 carburetor, in good condition.
(mobile) 07970 929089 or 01925 714297 (Lancs)
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ted workshop manual for Honda NX650 Dominator, RFVC

engine. Also good aftermarket exhaust and throw-over panniers.
Tel 07980 480032 (Oxon)

SPRARES

Marzocchi Magnum 50mm enduro forks, good cond though
require seals, £200 plus courier. Tel James at TBM on 020 8840
4760 (London)

Supermoto wheels for Husqvarna TE610, £550.

Tel 01257 791314 (Lancs)

CRD Absolute Power silencer for TTR250, stainless steel, with
unused Noise Catcher baffle kit, no dents, good cond,

£85 plus postage. Tel 01772 497505 (Lancs)

Alpinestars Tech 4 MX boots, red, size 11, eight months old,
good cond, £60 ono. Tel 07906 211751 (Kent)

Avon Distanzia road tyres to fit Honda XR400R, front 3.00-21,
rear 120/80-18, used once, exc cond, any offer considered.

Tel 01933 388784 (Northants)

Alpinestars Tech 8 MX boots, blue/ white/black, size 11-12,
worn four times, exc cond, cost £190, accept £120.

Tel Andy on 07751 891356 (Lincs)

Renthal Twin-Wall bars, 32" long, 3" high, £30. REP alloy fuel
cap for DR-ZE, £10. Black nylon tool roll, new, £5. Acerbis
Klima jacket, £20. Tel 01380 729982 (Wilts)

Axo Goretex jacket, large, £40. Acerbis Impact jacket, large, £50.
Alpinestars Tech 6 boots, size 10, £70. Sinisalo Goretex trousers,
32in, £30. Tel 07977 271980 (Warks)

Complete FMF Q-pipe to fit KTM four-stroke, £250.

Also front-end for KTM 640, with 320mm disc, £280.

Tel 07816 604132 (S Wales)

Brake and clutch levers for 2003 Gas Gas EC200, new, £10 the
pair inc postage. Also KTM SXC mirrors, new, £12 inc postage.
Tel (mobile) 07811 689597 or 01452 856487 (Gloucs)

Breaking Honda Transalp 600, 1997 model, good exhaust, rear
disc etc, all parts available but gearbox blown. Tel 01302 859857
(S Yorks)

Exhaust system for 2005 KTM 200EXC, fits 2003/ 04, used once,
mint cond, £100. Tel 07811 213445 (Co Durham)

Parts for 1999 Yamaha YZ125, Apico metal frameguards, vgc,
£25, Skidplate, £20. Steahly 110z flywheel weight, £35 or £70
the lot plus postage. Tel 07801 014843 (Surrey)

Exhaust system for Yamaha YZ426/400F, £100 ono.

Tel 01274 694482 (W Yorks)

Hepco and Becker pannier frames for Cagiva E900, vgc, cost
£190 new, OIRO £130, can post. Tel 07941 130647 (Notts)

KTM supermoto wheels, from 250-520EXC, gold Talons,
polished Morads, Dunlop rubber, £520. Tel 07971 809164 (Notts)
DR-Z400 parts, white rads in white (?), air filter, standard
sumpguard, all new, £25. Tel (after 6pm) 01430 441960 (E Yorks)
Aktive reeds for Suzuki RMX250, model 637, bought in error,
not for Jap import RMX250S model, brand new, never fitted, £12
inc postage. Tel 00 353 6440966 (Ireland)

Standard exhaust for Honda CRF250X; only two hours’ use,
£60. Tel 07981 791263 (W Yorks)

Off-road wheels from 2004 Honda XR400R, used twice only, inc
tyres/sprockets /discs and spacers, immaculate cond, £280 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07941 224319 or 01796 878650 (Wilts)

Single bike trailer, suitable for trail/enduro, spare wheel, ramp,
light board, good cond, must sell hence only £60 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07745 365535 or 01604 847871 (Northants)

Leo Vince X3 Ti exhaust system for KTM 250EXC 4T, exc cond,
£325 ono. Tel 01332 664269 (Derbys)

Supermoto wheels for KTM, gold Excels, gold Talon hubs,
black spokes, wave discs, new tyres, £650 ono.

Tel 01332 664269 (Derbys)

CDI unit for 1999 Honda XL125, £40. Also head- and base-gas-
kets for 1990 Suzuki RMX, £15. Tel 07789 917114 (Oxon)
Vee-rubber front tyre, 275-21, £15. Also Bridgestone M401 MX
front tyre, 80/100-21, £25. Both in exc cond.

Tel 01604 891423 (Northants)

STOLEN

Stolen KTM 640 Adventure, 2001 model, grey /orange, reg K80
KTM, VIN no VBKGSL4011M741318, engine no 0158422189,
stolen 21-04-05 from Fowlers carpark, Bristol. Any info please
contact Ian on (mobile) 07887 711542 or 01749 841180 (Somerset)
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