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TECH AD #4

Front chainwheels

Renthal front chainwheels are made from

a case-hardened and core-refined 655M13
Nickel-Chrome-Molybdenum alloy steel,

to give the ultimate combination of strength
and hardness. Available in Standard - : _* >
or Ultralite designs, they are precision € \ : <t - ¢ "n"de'

manufactured to retain ) g X &
maximum strength, ; B | HIGH
with minimum weight. ) ‘ y ( N -
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manufactured to extremely tight tolerances

from a special material developed to withstand - A : ] Y A ': ; e 7 — Ever ‘Sue‘

the rigours of Supercross, Motocross, Enduro,
Trials and Superbike racing. Our 7075T651
aluminium alloy rear chainwheels are 30%
the weight of steel, yet incredibly durable

Their advanced tooth profile, concentricity /1 RIS , y 7/ : e i DHI ES

and accuracy of fit provide maximum power N ! | i ¢ 4
transfer and long-life. ’ |/ g5 | \ I ER—MHN

Renthal rear chainwheels are also available
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ol e s f N & & o OOPS...
o 7 B We Did It Again.
g S . 1§ %4 sl s llnnual l,‘régh -Fest!

Final UK Distributors

drive kit B&C EXPRESS Lincoln tel: 01522 791369
: . : www.bandcexpress.co.uk
Renthal Final Drive Kits allow

you to buy your Renthal chain C.I. SPORT Surrey tel: 01372 378000
and chainwheels all in one go. VAUGHAN SEMMENS PRODUCTS

You can mix and match to get West Midlands tel: 07836 519944
the exact combination of
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Brand New

Ncw logo? Yeah we've got one of those, as you might've spotted

on the front cover of this month’s mag. Why bother changing it?

Oh I dunno, we thought, it needed a bit of a revamp. You know
how it is. Naturally enough (this being TBM) we decided to go ahead
with the re-branding just a day after we’d ordered a kilometre of soft
bannering, five hundred new stickers and a few miles of course marker
tape - all featuring the old elliptical TBM oval.

Obviously, it's this sort of joined-up thinking which sees the maga-
zine waft effortlessly towards deadline each and every month with
nary a hiccup. Yeah right.

The reality is (strangely enough), somewhat removed from that
utopian image. Stuff goes wrong all the time: we always struggle to
get test bikes when we need them, then when we've got them we fall
off the things and break ‘em. And if we're not falling oft and breaking
them then there’s no light for photos, or the track we’ve chosen to ride
is waterlogged, or being used for a car boot sale.

Then when we get back to the office we find that our email has gone
AWOL, that the bureau we use for scanning our images have all gone
out to lunch and won’t be back for a week, or that we wasted an entire
afternoon’s photo shoot because our photo-processors accidentally
fogged our films (or occasionally that smudger James has forgotten to
put a film in the camera - don’t ]aut.,h it really happened). And before
you ask, we just sold our hyper-expensive digital camera (at a huge
loss I might add) because it failed to work properly from day one.
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Mel Falconer London W13 SWP
Mark Williams, BM
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But this is the sort of stuff which makes
the joy of publishing a mag like TBM all
the more pleasurable. Because when it
does finally come together you feel so
elated and ecstatic that you immediately
go out and get hammered and forget all
about the hassle you've suffered during
the past month. Oh... and then of course
the mailing house decides to ‘sit on” the
magazine for a few days, and the follow-
ing week thousands of irate subscribers
ring you up to find out if you've eloped
with all their money.

Of course [ wouldn't have it any other
way, but just for once I'd love to have an
easy issue of the mag. One which goes
together so effortlessly that we can all get
home in time to enjoy the relaxing sight
of Andy Hunter giving Minty a good kick-
ing in East-Enders. Because if there’s one
thing I've learned in this game, it's that
just as you begin to throttle-off for the
end of the monthly race, the piston of
good luck collides with the descending
valve of fate, locking up the wheel of
fortune good and proper...

I hope you like the new logo on the
front of the mag (and soon to be appearing
on a brand-new long-sleeved T-shirt near
you - just in time for Xmas eh?), but know-
ing our luck the printers will have proba-
bly printed it upside down...
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Rowe The Printers
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Get with the beat, Baggy...

8 TRICK BITS

Four more new products just in time for Kmas...
10 LIGHT FANTASTIC

Stefan Merriman’s ultra-trick WR450 and 250F
WEC bikes - ridden and rated...

20 DOING THE ROUNDS

Trails of the Unexpected as Mark Williams
heads up to the Yorkshire Dales...

28 TALKING DIRTY

Chris Evans reveals the soundtrack to his life...
30 COMPLETELY RUTTED

Mark Williams fears for our ‘noisy’ future...

32 LETTERS

More bleating, whingeing and wringing of
hands... and that's just our replies!

38 HIGH FIVE

Riding all the #1 plate winning hikes from this
year's British Enduro Championship...

94 OFF THE ROAD

Never Raced or Rallied? Time for new girl Mel
to enter her first dirt hike competition...

64 ‘04 ON THE FLOOR

The camera never lies. Another year of
ofi-loading from various test bikes..

16 CAMBRIAN RALLY

Happy Birthday Cambrian Rally - 10 this year..
82 Moto-1

The enduro boys strutt their stuff...

90 INSIDE EDGE

The Barcelona Indoor Enduro is the traditional
season closer for the WEC Brat Pack...

96 SCOTT TRIAL

The toughest one-day trial in the world, was
even tougher this year..

102 KNIGHT SPEED

David Knight's had an exhausting month...
122 COURSES FOR HORSES

Visiting the USA's Iron-Horse Motorcycle Lodge...
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FESTIVE Fi

Tis’ the season to be jolly - dirt bike sales
are up for the fourth consecutive month, 7338
with the latest ‘Adventure Sport’ model ¥
figures up anther three percent from last
month to 14percent.

The ‘Trail/Enduro’ bike sales are also
improving, now only down seven per-
cent on last year’s figures, still a way in
front of current total motorcycle sales
(registrations) of minus twelve percent.

There’s been no change in the
‘Adventure Sport’ top five, with the big
Beemer still sitting pretty in the number
one spot, up another 498 units, and the
CCM R30 is still holding onto fifth posi-
tion with another eight bikes sold.

In the “Trail/Enduro’ category there’s
no stopping the powerful little 125
Honda XR, up another 94 units. The
ever-popular Yam DT125 has managed
to get one up on the Suzuki Van Van,
climbing up to second place with a fur-
ther 67 units sold.

After CCM'’s recent resurrection, you can still get
hold of spare control cables for most models from
Venhill Engineering UK. They were an OE CCM
supplier until 1999, and also distribute the German
range of Magura handlebars, (fitted to the 404 and
other current models). Expect to pay £14.99 for an
R30 clutch cable, £12.99 for a throttle cable and
£42 99 for front brake hoses - for more info, call
Venhill on 01306 885111. Meanwhile the resurrect-
ed CCM company [CCM (Britain) Ltd] chose the
new Telford Dirt Bike Expo to unveil a cut-price,
stripped-down DR-Z engined MXer which retails
at £3995 and can easily be converted for road use!

Tee Time

Support Britain’s top female
desert racer in this year’s
Dakar Rallye... Join Team
Desert Rose and as well
as getting regular email
updates during
the race, you'll
receive either a
T-shirt or a hoody
(for just £22 or £32
inc p&p respectively).
Try teamdesertrose.com
for an order form and
do your bit for Patsy.
(Ladies skinny fit T-shirts
are also available).

SNIPPETS

© SATANIC SILENCE

Boosting power output is always a good
thing, and exhaust specialists Devil have
just released some new silencers for
Yamaha’s XT660R.

The new Magnum exhaust system
features a pair of specially designed
super-slim, road legal cans with removable
baffles, T304 aluminium link pipes and a
comprehensive mounting kit.

Available in either stainless Magnum
Inox at £582.00 or Magnum carbon-fibre at
£690.00. Call 01706 212102 for more details.

© SHOW-OFFS
Two lucky winners have won TBM'’s free
entry into Dirt Rider Expo, plus a bonus
£100 worth of spending vouchers each.
lan Allder from Herts and Malcolm Chant
from Staffs (obviously both big
Monty Python fans) managed to
answer our pointless
question, ‘What is the air-speed
velocity of an unladen

answer was ‘What do you
mean? An African or European
Swallow?’
Well done guys - and
} thanks to Ian for sending
in his answer on the back of
such an uplifting postcard...

MIKE RAPLEY HAS BEEN RIDING RAND
REPORTING RBOUT TRIALS FOR RALL

HIS RDULT LIFE. HIS FIRST BIKE WRAS,
NATURALLY ENOUGH, A TRIALLER..

IXTY-FIVE quid it cost my
Dad in 1963. And if you
could buy it now in suitable
fettle it would probably cost
25 times that amount.

‘It was 846 KFC, a 199cc
Triumph Cub in trials trim that
was the first of so many off-road
machines that I have owned or
been loaned over the past 40
years that [ have lost count, but
it's still the only bike of mine
which [ can instantly remember
the registration number.

I had been following trials
with my Dad for several years,
s0 it became inevitable that the
day would come when [ had
my own trials bike. As a raw
16-year-old in 1963, youth trials
were still in the distant future,
so it was only once my 16th
birthday had passed that the
purchase of a bike became an
issue.

Dad looked around for a
while until he came upon the
Cub in Johnny Argrave’s shop
in Upton Lea near Slough and
having been assured it was suit-
able for the purpose, money
changed hands.

But riding trials was still
some way in the future as Dad
wouldn't let me take part until
I had passed my driving test.
However, under pressure, he
did relent and just two days
before my motorcycle driving
test, I rode my first trial, the
enjoyable Farnham Royal

Club’s Home Guard Cup Trial
in December 1963.

Over the following few
months I took part in numerous
South Midland Centre events
until trial number eight, the
West Ham Club’s Hawken Cup
Trial, where I won my first tro-
phy as Best Novice and where
the above picture was taken.

As it turned out, it also
proved to be the last trial I rode
on 846 KFC as during my ninth
trial, I rode through a puddle,
the bike cut out, and never went
again - at least not in my hands.
Dad returned it to Argrave’s
shop, asked him to fix it and
sell it at the same time, which
he did with dad collecting the
cash difference.

Looking at the picture of the
Cub with yours truly aboard,
it seems pretty basic and rough,
but it was a tidy bike for the
time - or so I thought. I have
few memories of how the Cub
performed, but I do recall that
any sort of a hill was an instant
five as T had no ability and the
bike had limited power.

But it instilled the thrill of
riding trials in my blood and
was soon followed by a 1964
Royal Enfield Crusader trials -
then a Cotton, then numerous
Bultacos, then bike after bike
after bike until now, 40 years
later the magic of trialling
means as much to me now
as it did all those years ago...
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FILL BILL

This is the sort of really-useful
new product we like. Pure
Pro’s Rapid Fill nozzle attach-
es to a standard five- or ten-
litre plastic jerrycan and
allows you to fill your bike’s
tank single-handedly. Push
down on the spring-loaded
filler and it'll disgorge five
litres in under ten seconds
without spilling a drop. Best
of all you can’t over-fill your
tank because as soon as the
level reaches the nozzle it
shuts off the delivery. Good
stuff. At £19.95 we thought it
was a bit pricey, but we reck-
on that (like us) you'll change
your mind, first time you use
it. Get one from any off-road
stockists or call 01778 394909
for details.

SHIFET. 11

Shift may be a relative new-
comer to the enduro scene
(they’re well known in MX),
but their new XC enduro
jacket pushes all the right
buttons for us. For starters
the design is clean and simple
with two exterior front pock-
ets, twin zipped vents on the
front (a single vent on the
rear) and a chunky central
zip with a storm flap. The
sleeves are separately vented
as well as being removable
and there’s an aertex mesh
lining, removable hard elbow
armour and a couple more
pockets round the back for
stashing the sleeves. And
that’s about it... Clean and
elegant design.

The XC jacket costs a very
reasonable £90 and we reckon
that that’s good value. For
details of your nearest Shift
stockist call 0191 487 6100.

I'M GLOVIN' IT

Winter time means using
winter gloves and these
are among the best we've
seen this year. XC-ting’s
Top Hill Gloves are made
from a combination of
cordura and clarino with
an inner membrane of
HIPORA which claims

to make them waterproof
and breathable.

We haven’t had chance
to test out their claims
but they feel comfortable
on - in particular we
like the long and narrow
cuff, and the slim overall
design. As with any
winter gloves, there's
a certain amount of
bulkiness in the fingers,
but if you can put up with
that, then at £29.99, the
Top Hills seem a bit of a
bargain. Call 08707742600
for your nearest dealer.

FLASH BARASH

We’ve always found that
products from Summers’
Racing Components (SRC)
are generally well designed,
light, and superbly func-
tional. And this bashplate
for Honda’s CRE250X is
no exception. We like it
because it’s drilled for
lightness, comes with a
full fixing kit (including

a ball-ended Allen key),
and provides maximum
protection. And we like
the fact that the build
quality is chunky rather
than presentational. All
SRC products are available
directly from CORE Racing
Imports on 07776 132144
and this one costs £88.99.
Check it out...




Stefan Merriman and
UFO Corse Yamaha have
had huge success in
2004, with both a
WR250 and a 450.
TBM took a spin on their
pared-down machines...

tefan Merriman is a WEC rider like no

other. Australia’s most successful off-road

motorcycle racer, as a four-time world
enduro champion and a two-time outright ISDE
victor the jockey-sized rider has proved he can
turn his hand to winning on close to any size
or make of enduro bike. In ‘00 it was on a two-
stroke Husqvarna, in ‘01 it was aboard a 400cc
four-stroke Husqvarna, in ‘03 it was on a two-
stroke Honda, and this year it has been aboard
a four-stroke Yamaha. With a unique, highly
professional and passionate approach to his
racing, a riding style like no other and a racer’s
brain that often sees him thinking outside of
the ‘norm’, Merriman is a rider many describe
(in jest) as being simply ‘a little bit special’.

But there is one other thing that separates
Stefan from his WEC colleagues in a much more
profound way: the fact that he goes against the
grain. Whenever any topic concerning Merriman
is debated, be it current trends in riding style or
machine set-up, convention has to be forgotten.
In fact convention, and everything it stands for,
has to be scrunched up like a dirty old rag and
thrown clean out of the window. A machine’s
reputation means little to Stefan. What might
not work for the masses often works just fine
for the pint-sized wonder. It’s as simple as that.
If Stefan develops a fondness for a bike, any bike,
it usually means one thing - he’s gonna win on it.
1 TEM
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He first did exactly that aboard Husqvarna’s
‘prehistoric’ 360cc two-stroke when he came
to Europe and he did it again this year aboard
Yamaha's WR450F - a bike not known as a
factory KTM beater. Stefan is unique. Stefan
is unorthodox. Stefan is simply Stefan.

Light Year

Having dominated the WEC’s Enduro 1 class
(125cc two-stroke and 250cc four-stroke) this
season aboard his WR250F, Stefan has also raced
Yamaha'’s 450cc enduro machine with similar
success in ‘04. While his E1 dominance this year
is common knowledge to those who follow
enduro’s premier series, with this year’s ISDE
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being overshadowed by events off the track,
Stefan’s impressive 450-mounted victory received
far less recognition than it deserved. And the fact
that few outside of Italy know that Stefan became
overall Italian Enduro Champion in ‘04 aboard
the Japanese four-fifty has also done little to
spread the word that the Merriman/WR450
combination is every bit as proficient as the
Merriman/WR250 partnership.

Combining a rider as talented as Stefan with
a machine as dominant as Yamaha’s WR250F
was only ever going to result in success. But a
WR450? ‘What the hell does he want to ride that
thing for?” commented onlookers when Stefan
announced he was to race the big Yam at this

year’s ISDE. After all, the 450’s power character-
istics, portly ergos and an unwillingness to
manoeuvre with either the ease or grace of
some of its 450cc class-mates, means that it
wouldn’t be many peoples’ first choice of race
bike. But Merriman loves it.

Lighten Up
Unsurprisingly, Stefan’s bike isn’t simply a
‘prepped’ version of the standard machine. While
‘factory’ team bikes are often visually similar to
those purchased by the great unwashed, on closer
inspection they are, more often than not, notice-
ably different. Stefan’s bike is no exception to this
rule, having spent many hours in the team’s race
T™=M T
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Thanks to wonderfully E—— - g From a distance it still
smooth power, Merriman’s . resembles the standard
450 was easy to ride hard... i - 3 ¥ S . WR... Well, if you squint a bit..!

SANARA, W”h

shop being refined and developed into the
machine it is now. And the fact that no one
has ever performed so well at this level on a
WR450F warrants giving the bike a closer look.
Whilst most ‘hobby riders” are happy to get
used to the 450F’s often forceful mannerisms and
embrace the fact that it has solid Japanese build
quality and an electric starter, for a serious racer
a machine which carries excess weight is a huge
no-no. While it’s normal for most teams to put
their bikes on a diet for a few weeks prior to the
start of any major competition, by comparison
Merriman'’s bike has simply been starved of all
nutrition. Exactly how much lighter it is than a
standard WR450F the team wouldn’t tell me, but
what they would say was that it’s 10kg lighter
than his 450-mounted team-mat drea Beconi’s
bike. And Beconi’s machine, while not as “special’
as Stefan’s, is a long, long way from a standard
WRA450F. So the saving of a further 10kg over an
already lightweight, race-ready 450 means that
Stefan’s bike must be one of, if not the lightest
450cc enduro bike in competition today.
=2 TEeM

Weight Watchers

To lose weight, the bike has been stripped of

all unnecessary parts. That means the removal

of the complete electric starter system - battery,
bearings, starter motor, internal gears and any
other parts which are needed to fire the machine
into life at the touch of the button. Merriman now
relies solely on the kick-starter.

The frame on Stefan’s bike, while remaining
100percent standard, now holds no oil. Ordinarily
the WR’s frame contains one litre of oil, with a
further 300ml in the engine, but in this case the
motor contains all of the oil. The removal of the
dry sump’s hoses and oil pumps represents a
significant weight saving, but not as much as
the liberal use of titanium and carbon fibre.

With the exception of the bike’s three spindles
(front wheel, rear wheel and swing-arm/engine
spindle) each and every nut, bolt and fastener
is titanium. The lightweight metal is used
everywhere, absolutely everywhere. The swir
arm linkage bolts are titanium, the foot-pegs
are titanium (they’re from a Yamaha YZ450),
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and so are the shock and fork mounting bolts. Slim and Trim / -
All of the plastic panels are held in place with In terms of engine mods, aside from jetting G 1 {
titanium fasteners and all external engine bolts changes and the fitting of the Leo Vince exhaust P2 A
are titanium. Oh, and the Leo Vince Exhaust system, there are only three notable differences K g~
system is also titanium. over a standard 450 lump The first is the fitting ‘ ‘i 4 !
As for carbon fibre, the engine mounting of a Vertex piston, made to the team’s require- K i ity WR250F/450F
brackets, seat-base, rear light unit, exhaust guard ments (it’s lighter). The second is that the bike, &5 tf
and rear chainguard are all made from the black more often than not, runs YZ cams. And thirdly e 8
weave. But best of all so are both the fuel tank it's fitted with an STM slipper clutch. Thought to Speak tO Your‘ IOC&I dealer féra
and the sub tramL/alrbox.. ; be tf}( only \ evel bike USIn}? a §llp}?&r dutd'\, 5 great deal on any Yamahﬁrall Or %
The standard WR tank is far too bulky and has the STM unit, I was told, makes ‘a big difference 4 L)
been replaced with a much smaller, narrower but also makes the WR’s already heavy clutch A_Enduro MaChlhE OI’ tryl.any Of 'the *{
unit. The 7.5 litre tank is very similar in shape to action even more so, despite the team having # e

that fitted to a Yamaha motocross bike, but rarely lengthened the activating arm.
is it brimmed with fuel. Apparently, WR and YZ cams both produce
The sub-frame/airbox is an absolute work of the same ‘length” of power over the rev range.

‘Yamaha Off, Rogd ‘Range at:’ ey

- W

: A% Off-Road Schbols
art. Giving the bike a slightly lower seat height However, as Stefan’s mechanic Giuli explained, 4 . v RY 3 ; g
than a standard sub-frame, it’s easy to miss the the WR cams make their power earlier in the : : ¥ . 4 ““th 2 . hnson 01 543 271‘67

fact that the bike is fitted with the one-piece unit. range (the power ki n lower down but tails

Due to the scarcity of these parts, at a glance it off earlier than with YZ cams). Because of this p— —

could easily ismissed as an airbox neatly difference in power delivery Stefan uses one ‘Y Stefan Merriman & i .

covered in carbon-effect stickers. But the one- or the other, depending on track conditions. S ( WR250F - 2004 World ) © T A eralnt ]Ones 01 686 413324
piece unit is both lighter and stronger than the With a standard WR crank, gearbox and Enduro Champions _ g

equivalent standard part and is also a lot more carburettor, Stefan’s engine isn’t hugely different s 3

expensive. What's more, it's made by a company to that of a standard bike. But importantly it’s

which frequently manufactures parts for NASA! simpler, lighter and has less moving parts.

)Zperience Wales

I kid you not. Despite being one-core wider than YZ rads,
149 TEM




MERRIMAN'S WR250F...
RAIN STOPS PLAY

l
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Stefan’s bike retains the WR parts. Because of
the bike’s reduced oil capacity, the larger rads

f are necessary to keep everything cool. And so
to make the bike thinner at the rider’s knees,
the team employs a system which allows them
to both run the rad shrouds close to the radiators,
and remove and replace the rad louvres in just
a few seconds. After removing the pre-formed
recess through which the rad shroud is bolted
to the radiator, the team strip away every ridge
and strengthening fin from the rear of the panel
so that it touches the rad from top to bottom.
Fitting the panel using a rubber headlight strap,
the shroud is then attached to a small carbon
fibre bracket close to the frame, which also holds
the rad louvres in position. This allows the lou-
vres to be removed in double quick time should
they become blocked, and also makes the bike
approximately three centimetres thinner. Now,
should Stefan clip a tree, rather than damage a
1B TEM

radiator the rubber-mounted
shroud simply pulls itself
away from its mooring.

Weighty Matters
Due to the bike’s weight loss,
Stefan runs the same suspen-
sion set-up on his 450F that

he does on his 250. While that
might not sound particularly
noteworthy, it is. Fitting 250F
suspension to a 450F would
normally result in a noticeably
under-sprung bike, but Stefan’s
isn’t. Instead the suspension
has a very lively, yet well
balanced action when station-
ary - almost like that of a trials
bike. Stefan runs 49mm USD
Solva forks which feature both
high- and low-speed compres-
sion, and a Solva shock (fitted
with a titanium spring) which
also benefits from high- and
low-speed compression adjust-
ment. The forks are held in
place with billet Solva clamps,
and Stefan runs a steering
damper, which is neatly
attached to a carbon fibre
bracket and tucked away
under a Renthal bar-pad.

The brakes on Stefan’s bike
are highly personalised. Tucked
behind the right UFO handguard is a Honda-
style Nissin front master cylinder fitted with a
shortened lever. At the other end of this system
is the standard caliper and a 260mm floating
front disk. The rear brake set-up also differs
from stock. Featuring a smaller than standard
solid rear disc, the standard rear caliper is linked
to the master cylinder via a carbon kevlar hose.
With the standard lever replaced with a much
stronger, billet unit, Stefan prefers to run an
altered linkage system so as to further soften
the action of the rear brake. CHT wheels are
used, fitted with Michelin tyres and mousses.

Speed of Light

Despite the Italian weather doing its best to spoil
the day, the fact that the heavens remained open
from morning till night meant that I was able to

test Stefan’s bike in the kind of conditions where
450s are known to perform at their worst.

ike the best laid plans, the testing of
Stefan’s WR250F didn’t go quite as I'd

hoped it would. Having ridden the 450F, it
was raining so hard by the time I fired up the
250 that the decision was taken to put the bike
back in the van after just 20 minutes - before
someone drowned or developed pneumonia!

During those 20 short, rain-soaked minutes
I was able to form a brief impression
as to how Stefan sets-up the smaller
of his two bikes. Initially, with the
exception of having less power, it
felt exactly the same to ride as the
450. Then, as I started to pick up
my pace, | realised more so than ever
before just how much a bike’s power
affects the way it feels and handles.
Although both of Stefan’s bikes are
of a similar weight, the 250 felt not
only much more manoeuvrable but
also smaller.

Expecting the bike to produce
strong power from bottom to top,
I actually found that it was a bit of
a buzz-box as it liked to be revved.
Whilst I wanted to feed-in the power

The nimble little 250
really needed to be
kept on the boil...

ADRMAMOTOR, -

from the bottom-end, the way Stefan explodes
out of corners he must be using much more of
the mid-range.

Even with the entire track covered in three
inches of slop and water, the bike would turn
where and when asked - much the same as
his 450 did. In fact, the bike did pretty much
everything in the same way the 450 did!
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A pleasure to ride in the dry, thumpers are often
complete pigs to ride in the wet - especially
Yamaha's standard WR450F. So was Stefan’s
lightweight race bike any easier to manage than
a standard 450F? Of course it was! Not just a little
bit easier to manage but hugely easier to stop,
much easier to turn and a great deal easier to be
forceful with. In fact, the bike felt very much like
a two-stroke in the way I was able to place it
exactly where I wanted to in a turn (far more
so than any four-stroke I've ridden in either the
wet or the dry). Precise front wheel placing is
all but impossible to do on a standard WR450F
when conditions are greasy, but Stefan’s bike
went where I wanted it to, when I wanted it to.
The reason it was so easy to ride was twofold.
Firstly, the lack of bulk meant that when I wanted
it to stop or turn direction it would, rather than
sailing on past the beginning of a rutted turn.
Secondly, the slipper clutch, while making down
shifting a little ‘crunchy’, meant that the rear
1B TEM

Light
ntastic

wheel followed the front no matter
how brutally, or early I down-shifted.
Ordinarily down-shifting early on a
450cc thumper results in the rear wheel
sliding past the front as it struggles to
rotate fast enough. But on Stefan’s bike
the rear wheel followed the front with-
out fail - something which meant I
never once found myself fighting the
bike whilst entering a turn. As if it
were a two-stroke, I was able to come
into a flat, slippery turn, brake and
down-shift at the same time and focus
all my efforts on tipping the bike into

a rut. Not having to wrestle the bike
on the way into a turn meant that [ was
able to exit corners in complete control.

Despite having only limited modifica-
tions, the motor in Stefan’s ISDE win-
ning bike felt a lot more manageable
than a production WR450F powerplant.
Possibly due to the fact that the bike
was fitted with YZ cams, its power was
noticeably smoother, softer even, yet
still very strong. In short, the engine
was responsive yet entirely manageable.
So much so, that I found myself able to
push the bike harder with each passing
lap, and not once did I feel that the bike
was the boss.

The WR’s suspension felt neither
hard and harsh, nor soft. Reasonably
quick in the way it rebounded, the
suspension always felt as if it were ready to
attack the next bump, which it always soaked
up well. The steering was sharp, the drive out
of corners and across bumps always predictable
and reassuring, and the bike seemed attached to
the ground in a completely non four-stroke way.
When fitted with production Japanese suspen-
sion, the weight of a thumper often causes it to
wallow, but Stefan’s 450 felt alive and responsive.

In Conclusion

If Yamaha's production WR450F could be built
to perform like Stefan’s then they would be much
more enjoyable machines to ride all year round.
With reduced weight and manageable power,
Stefan’s bike is proof that 450cc thumpers can
perform as well as two-strokes when conditions
turn tricky. Which means that if Yamaha could
leave some of the bike’s weight in Japan it would
instantly become a much more competent, and
appealing, machine to riders of all abilities.
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Yorkshire
Tales

This month Mark Williams takes his mechanical jinx
to North Yorkshire, for a somewhat rocky ride...

ooking back at past ‘Rounds, I note that

I usually kick off with some glib homilies
that stereotype the culture or topography
of the area I'm visiting: cream teas in Devon,
gently undulating green lanes in the Home
Counties, that sort of nonsense. And what
inevitably happens is that I'm proven comprehen-
sively wrong in my assumptions, usually at my
own physical and mental expense. Not so this
20 TEM

month however, because the area in question
was the North Yorkshire Dales, an area of this
sceptred isle which I visited lots as a kid and
which, topographically and architecturally, is
pretty similar to the Peak District where I ‘Did
a Round’ back in April.

True, I hadn’t actually ridden the trails of the
area, but one of the guys I rode with in the Peaks,
Rob Davies, is familiar with the terrain and in

fact put me in touch with Jon Hunter, my host
on this occasion. And as Rob had told me well
in advance, most of the tracks are hard surfaced
and ‘very, very long.” Pretty much like the Peak
District in other words, so having a good idea of
what I was in for, I set off on a drizzly Saturday
night with some trepidation as slippery, boulder-
strewn rocky climbs and descents drain the stam-
ina like little else. Plus, they’re not as nice to fall
off on as good old British mud!

And well before I even got to Jon’s place in
Thornborough, just north of Ripon, I had my
first calamity when the trusty ZX estate suddenly

STORY $ PICS: MARK WILLIAMS

L-R: Peter, MW, Nick and Ji

started generating nasty noises from the rear-end
and the trailer began swerving all over the M42.
With heavy traffic exiting the NEC Bike Show, I
managed to pull into the nearside lane without
causing a pile-up, but as it was coned off for the
endless roadworks that bedevil this particular
thoroughfare, I had to suffer blaring horns as I
moved cones and managed to pull the rig onto
the hard-shoulder to discover the ripped rear
tyre that was the cause of the problem. There
then followed a frustrating, knuckle-grazing,
three-quarters of an hour as I wrestled to release
the spare from its rusty cage under the car and
change the wheel - in the pouring rain - aided
only by the thin glimmer from a small torch.

As you will soon discover, this was a grim
omen for what lay ahead, although when I
finally tipped up at Jon’s place to find a warm
welcome, a very late supper and several glasses
of wine waiting for me I naively thought that
I'd got all my automotive bad luck out of the
way for at least the next 24 hours. Wrong,
wrong, wrongety wrong.

After a companionable hour or so joshing
about our various riding experiences and general-
ly putting the world to rights, followed by a good
and much-needed night’s sleep, I awoke to a
damp, grey morning - which seems to be a wor-
ryingly consistent factor in my tenure as TBM’s
Roundsman. The forecast had been irritatingly
vague, but at least it wasn’t tipping it down, as
it had been when I rode the Peaks, and by 9am
we were breakfasted and ready to rock with
more than a semblance of optimism. And with
two more of Jon’s mates to share it. So let’s get
the intros out of the way.
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Laying Down the Law

Like the aforementioned Rob Davies, Jon Hunter
is a copper: what is it with me and trailriding
policemen? But though his mild nature might
belie his career choice, his big strong frame is
kind of what you'd expect... but there I go again
with my typecasting. Mind you, you need to be
big and strong if you do your dirtbikery on a
BMW F650 laden with all the extra bodywork,
instrumentation and ancillary gubbins of a pukka
rally-raid racer. Jon built up the bike himself
using a massive Touratech tank, seat and fairing,
plus 50mm KTM front forks and various other
trick bits. Not exactly the bike you want to

drop in a bog but, as a short stint in the saddle
revealed, a bike that floats over the roughest
terrain and has plenty of grunt to keep it going.

Gulliver Travels

In fact Peter Gulliver used to own on a similar
bike to Jon’s - a genuine Touratech’d jobbie -
which they planned to use for long-distance
continental touring (and beyond), but after a
serious accident wiped out his bike last year,
he’s currently a borrower. And today he was
lucky - or perhaps unlucky - enough to have
the use of a Katosh SXC400 - the old LC4-
motored KTM which preceded the latest EXCs.
Its owner, Dominic Curran who runs the off-road
i2i Motorcycle Academy, was to’ve joined us
himself, but a badly sprained wrist denied me
the chance to be humbled by yet another wizard
rider half my age. Still, he gamely transported
the KTM to Jon's place and reunited it with Pete
who’d ridden it at a couple of i2i’s advanced
off-road training sessions. Oh, and I forgot to
mention that Pete works as a technician at an
independent school near his home in Barnard
Castle, which basically means sorting out art
and scientific equipment for the little darlings
who're studying for their GCSEs.

The Jovial Engineer

‘My name’s Mike Nicholson, but I won’t answer
if anyone calls me that,” he smiled. So along with
the rest of the world, we’ll call him Nick then.
As he’s been the owner of a mightily tidy DR-
Z400 this past two years, I wasn't too surprised
to learn that Nick is an engineer by trade,
although he occupies a slightly esoteric niche
repairing and refurbishing printing machinery
for a company just outside Wetherby. It's good
to know that Britain is still active in exporting
some of its engineering expertise.
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A Thorny
Problem
So off we went in top
spirits along the B6267
towards Masham, antici-
pating a jolly, if perhaps
taxing day’s riding. But
before I'd even ridden a
couple of miles a nasty
wobble from the rear
wheel obliged me to stop
and deal with my second
puncture of the weekend.
Williams and punctures
seem to be an unsettlingly
familiar motif for Doing
the Rounds, but with the
expert help of Jon and his
giant tyre-lever extension,
we’d soon removed the
inch-long thorn from the
Trelleborg, patched the
tube and put just enough
air in it to get to the filling
station at Masham where
I topped it up. Damn those
Sunday hedgecutters!
Things were looking
up by the time we hung
a left off the A6108 at East
Witton and ascended a
somewhat sandy, rocky,
but not too technical hill
up Witton Fell, and even
the sun made an appear-
ance to further improve my mood. The track took
us south and slightly east across the Witton and
Agra Moors, and although the surface was loose
at times, it was a thoroughly good yomp. After
it ended at Gollinglith Foot, Jon led us along
a succession of narrow, indifferently tarmac’d
lanes into Ilton, where we took a UCR up past
Brandwith Howe and onto Masham Moor.

A typical North Yorks
trail: plenty of rocks
and a stunning view...

Triptych of Tyre Troubles
Rob had been right about the length of these
Yorkshire lanes, this one being the best part of
five miles with plenty of whoops, puddles and
scarified surfaces to keep us on our mettle, and
on our ‘pegs most of the time, too. However our
progress was interrupted by a familiar wobble
from my back wheel: yes, puncture number three
had emerged to spoil our fun.

This time a patch was deemed insufficient

insurance against the rocky terrain and luckily
Jon had a spare HD tube which we rather
cack-handedly managed to get into place and
eventually inflate, but not before Nick and I had
both exhausted our patience, our tiny handpumps
and a couple of mini compressed-air bottles.
Fully inflated at last - and in more ways than
one - we finally made it to the end of this lane
and down into Lofthouse. But on the steep,
twisty and by now rain-strewn tarmac into the
hamlet, Nick managed to lock his rear wheel and
come a cropper. Fortunately, although he hadn’t
had the good sense - like me - to limit his offs
to the trails, the only damage was to the bolts
holding the oil filter cover... or so we thought.
Once he’d picked himself up we carried
on into Lofthouse, where the road west to
Middlemoor took us to the base of a steep and
tricky climb up In Moor. Then just as it seemed

I'd recovered my puff - three miles later in fact -
it was time for a twisty, rocky descent down
Nidderdale Hill to the Scar House Reservoir.

I was starting to get the measure of much of

the going we were to experience on this trip,
although mastering the sudden emergence of
slippery limestone slabs amidst the gulleys and
screeds of loose rocks (which varied in size from
a fist to a baby’s head) was another matter.

The initial temptation to gun the TT-R in sec-
ond or third and rush up these hills soon gave
way to a more trials orientated plonk - picking
a pathway in second or bottom which the down-
geared, torqued-up engine is comfortable enough
with... most of the time. The trouble is that some
of these ascents, and indeed the descents, seemed
to go on forever, and even though the bike may
not’ve run out of steam, I got pretty close to
doing so and lost my concentration along with
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my energy. Perhaps the words ‘Old Fart’ spring
to mind here, but I was heartened by Nick’s
admiration for my riding style... obviously

in an unguarded moment.

Rock Climbing

We passed over the dam of the reservoir to
scowls from various dog walkers, and rose up
another rocky track towards the base of the omi-
nously named Dead Man'’s Hill. Not quite living
up to its name, it nevertheless made a casualty
out of me when, trying to avoid one of its more
treacherous boulder-filled gulleys, I changed
track and gave it a big handful, only to high-side
over the edge of the ravine and put a nasty crick
in my back that’s still troubling me as I scribble
these words. Nick, riding behind me, was clearly
less impressed with this escapade than my previ-
ous trailsmanship, and pointed out that there was
24 TBM

a somewhat easier route up the hill on the
right-hand side. However, I somewhat doubted
that the mighty Jon Hunter had deigned to
take it on his F650.

Indeed when I finally reached the gate at the
top he and Pete were looking hideously relaxed
as I muttered my apologies for yet further delays
to our mutual progress. Composure if not pride
restored, we rode across a rather soggy Arkleside
Moor before hitting tarmac again and making a
sharp left onto a cracking track that runs along
the ridge between Cow Side and North Moor.
Originally a metalled road, the surface has been
so badly degraded that before it reached Tor
Dyke it resembled little more than a stony track.
Once back on tarmac however, we made the often
tortuous descent into Kettlewell, where I'm told
Janet Street-Walker has a holiday home. Sadly,

I hadn’t phoned ahead to pop in for coffee,

crumpets and a
shouting match
about RoWs, so

we pressed on north
along the B6160.

I have to say that
the Wharfe Valley
along which this road
runs is quite scenical-
ly magnificent, even
the dull, drizzly
weather failing to
detract from its some-
how bleak grandeur.
By now we were a
good hour behind the
schedule that Jon had
set us, so I was get-
ting decidedly peck-
ish as we reached the
track that took us
from the B6160 and
up Kidstones Fell.
Much of this going
was fairly straightfor-
ward, but where we
took a left fork just
south of Busk Moss
(no, I'm not making
these names up), it
suddenly got steep
and nasty. Another
long (three mile-ish)
track would've
served up some top
views down Raydale and on to Semer Water had
it not been for the mist which was increasingly
our cohort for the rest of the day.

Although by now I was becoming fairly
desperate to get some grub, Jon hadn’t finished
with us yet, taking us across the River Bain
and up through Countersett. Here the tarmac
dissects an old Roman Road where we turned
left for a good blat along a bit of a rutty, but
entirely exhilarating switchbackery, eventually
descending to the road again at West Duerley
Pasture. At this point Jon took pity on my
rumbling stomach and led us down into Hawes
where not one, but two very biker friendly ‘caffs’
face each other across the high street.

Over giant sausage’n’egg'n’bacon baps,
copious chips and mugs of tea, we watched other
groups of trail riders coming and going, plus a
few speed-fiends braving the wintery weather on

gleaming new superbikes. Hawes is a mecca for
motorcyclists of every stripe, although we were
reminded of the treachery than can unseat those
with the red mist in their visors when an ambu-
lance sped through Hawes, klaxons wailing and
blue lights a’blaze.

Taking a Leak

And just as we were marshalling ourselves for
the off, Nick spotted a leak from the hose that
feeds the water pump on his DR-Z, a fracture
obviously caused by his clash with the tarmac
earlier on, which miraculously hadn’t completely
drained the radiators. More running repairs with
a G-clamp that Jon just happened to have with
him(!), my multi-tool penknife and a lot of fingers
enabled Nick and Jon to shorten the hose but
with just enough length left to refit it over the
flange and tighten up the jubilee clip.

By now it was getting on for three o’clock
and with the light already starting to fade, and
the mist closing in, Jon elected to shorten the
route and take us back along the Roman Road,
but this time in the opposite direction. Moreover
we rode it full length this time, the last bit of
which I swapped bikes with Jon and discovered
what Real Men have to deal with on the
Yorkshire Moors. Fortunately I swapped back
onto my TT-R when we reached the tarmac that
took us into Bainbridge, because Jon’s plan was
then to take us to the right-hand leg of the track
that we’d ridden up earlier from Kidstones Fell.

And suddenly we were experiencing a very
different type of terrain, one hardly suited to
large motorcycles of the rally-raid persuasion
with less than new dual purpose tyres. In a word
or three - soggy, boggy, rutty going made all the
more miserable by the minimal visibility afforded
by the heavy mist. Nick and I waddled through
it with relative ease (but lots of footwork) and I
even managed to ride several hundred yards of it
hard up against the stone wall that skirted what
was nominally a track. But Jon was slithering all
over the place and at one stage Pete has to dis-
mount and help him manhandle the big Beemer.

This wasn’t much fun for Pete either, because
the KTM's side-stand return spring had been
stretched beyond use where it had been snagged
by the kickstart lever, and the SXC had to be
dumped against a wall or a bank whenever
he had to dismount.

By now both Nick and I were starting to tire
after the excesses of the day’s riding and I was
getting a bad dose of cramp in my left thigh, so
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At last, a mechanical malady which
was nothing to do with Mark...

Yorkshire
A rnlleess

we stopped on the brow of Stake Moss for
a breather and a possible photo opportunity

looking across dramatic Bishopdale and beyond.

Sadly the low light and the heavy mist obviated
this, and mindful that we had a good forty min-
utes of road work to get back to Thornborough,
Jon led us down the rocky descent I'd struggled
up earlier and onto the B6160 towards Leyburn.
Weary, wet, but anxious to get back before the
feeble lighting arrangements of all but Jon’s BM
jeopardised forward progress, we set off at a
serious clip from Leyburn, especially when the
B-road became the A684 just beyond Aysgarth.
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Thar She
Blows

I have to say that this
qualified as one of the
more exciting, reward-
ing rides of my later
life, nailing the little
TT-R’s engine hard
against the throttle-stop
in order to keep up
with Jon immediately
ahead of me. We even
left the KTM and DR-Z
way behind as we
swooped around the
numerous tight bends
and Sunday drivers
off home to their TV
and slippers.

It was beyond dusk
when we turned into
Thornborough and we
stopped to let the other
two catch up... only
they didn’t. So, adrena-
line and Samaritan sen-
timents raging, I turned
round and raced a cou-
ple of miles back down
the road where I found
the sorry sight of Nick
and Pete poring over
what turned out to be
a blown KTM engine.

I had in fact
remarked earlier that
the aged Austrian
motor sounded like
a bag of spanners,
an observation Pete
shrugged off with
what I took to be a stoic smile, but the fast belt
back to base had obviously done for whatever
life it had left in it. The next day I learnt that
Dominic Curran had graciously agreed to
swallow the cost of the re-build ‘because it'd
been due for one anyway’.

Even so, Pete’s luck was still to descend a
couple more notches, for loading the bike into
Jon’s van a little later, he managed to rip the nail
off his right index finger, a brutally painful end
to what had been, at the very least, a highly
eventful day. But at least I got home without
getting yet another puncture..!
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don’t know about you, but often, as I
ride along, I find myself repetitively
humming a fragment of some tune
or other. On balance I'd say that
Wagner’s Ride of the Valkyrie - the
piece of music that they blast out of
the helicopters in Apocalypse Now as
they attack the beach - is the most
frequently mangled morsel, but over

CHRIS EVANS PONDERS THE
SOUNDTRACK TO HIS LIFE..

the last few weeks this has been
[ subconsciously knocked off the
No 1 spot by American rockers
Linkin Park’s Rollin’ Rollin’ Rollin’
- if you're over 25 years old, think
thrashing guitars and aggressive
vocals. People who know me would
no doubt say it is the retarded ado-
lescent in me, but I'd prefer to think
it is the direct result of the phenome-
nal amount of kilometres I seem to
be clocking up at the moment. Since
last month’s column I have done
three back-to-back trail riding holi-
days and almost 2000km, and my
KTM'’s wonderful digital counter
now proudly displays 6000 kays and
153 hours of use - up from a big fat
zero at the beginning of March.
Incredibly the bike seems to be
taking it all in its stride. Its appetite
for tyres, chains, sprockets, brake
pads and oil remains nothing short
of gargantuan, but as long as these
service items are changed with
monotonous regularity it appears
to keep running like clockwork. Of
course eventually I'll have to get the
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DIRTY

RBLE TO PUT A MAN
ON THE MOON, BUT | HRVE LONG
SINCE GIVEN UP ON THE IDER OF
BEING RBLE TO PURCHRSE RNYTHING
TRULY WRTERPROOF

top-end looked at, and I predict that
tappets, cam-chain and rings will all
need attention - but that will have to
wait until after my last sortie of the
season, in a couple of weeks time.

If the Katoche is holding up well,
so, miraculously, is its rider. Regular
readers may remember that I was
auto-disgusted by my miserable
performance on the Dawn to Dusk
back in August, where I struggled
to do two laps of the 15 mile course.
Right now I reckon I could turn up
and put in a decent showing in the
[ronman class! I suppose I am what
those in the know call ‘bike fit'.
What it means for me is that I can
climb on the bike at 9:00 in the
morning and ride at a constant
steady pace until 5:00 in the evening,
and providing I have a good night’s
sleep, and a good dinner, then do
the same thing all over again the
next day. And for somebody not
renowned for what the French call
‘hygiene de vie’ (taking excercise)
this is nothing short of miraculous.

And it isn’t just my stamina that
has improved - my technique has
also definitely cranked up a notch or
two during the last couple of months.

Quite why this should have hap-
pened after 30 odd years of riding is
less easy to explain, but on reflection
must be put down to the more techni-
cal nature of the new Lozere route.

In fact I hadn’t really noticed any
difference until I switched from there
to the Morvan and remarked that bits
which had caused me problems in
the past could now be negotiated
with barely a whimper.

In fact the only part of the equation that
hasn’t held up too well to all this recent self-
abuse is my riding kit. My lovely new silver
Shark helmet remains as comfortable as ever,
but all the paint has peeled off the flexi helmet
peak, both my Kenny and Pro Grip riding
gloves have split, the soles of my Alpinestar
Tech 8s have worn through where they come
into contact with the footrests and my Oxbow
riding jacket zips up no more. More depress-
ing still is that anything that had even the
vaguest pretensions of waterproof-ness have
sprung Titanic size leaks. Thus my army
surplus Gore-Tex riding socks now resemble
sponges, while my Alpinestars over-jacket
and trousers are boil-in-the-bag effective in
the dry and tea-bag absorbent in the wet.

If I was writing for any ‘normal” magazine I
would have already been on the blag-o-phone
ordering up hugely expensive replacement
items. But out of respect for His Melbership’s
‘admirable in principle / expensive in reality’
no freebies editorial policy, I will have to wait
until my annual pilgrimmage to the Dirt Rider
Expo in Stoneleigh. There I will take advan-
tage of the range of products on display to
purchase (at trade price, God willing) a jacket
and trousers and a couple of pairs of gloves.

We might be able to put a man on the moon
but I have long since given up on the idea of
being able to purchase anything truly water-
proof - or something that’ll remain waterproof
after more than a few rides. So instead I will
be looking at the fit and finish of whatever I
choose, on the basis that if I'm going to get
wet through - I might as well look good and
feel comfy doing it.

And if the worst of the “alert orange’
weather conditions we ‘enjoyed’ on the last
Lozere come back to haunt me again I might
have to think about changing my humming
tune to Supertramp’s: ‘It’s Raining Again...”
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DATES FOR 2005
« Normandie 2/3
« Tour de Morvan 16/17/18 Mar
« Lozere 20/21/22 April
« Lozere 4/5/6 May
« Tour de Morvan 18/19/20 May
» Normandie 8/9/10 June
« Tour de Morvan 7/8/9 Sep
» Lozere 21/22/23 Sep
« Lozere 19/20/21 Oct
« Tour de Morvan 9/10/11 Nov
» Normandie 16/17/18 Nov

Navigated by road book. Price £320: includes

half-board accommodation, full back-up, great
food and an absolute minimum of road work.

UK agents for:
Optic 2000 Rallye Tunisie, Orpi Rallye Maroc,
Dakar Rallye & Australian Safari

Sport Adventure, PO Box 513,
Merstham, Redhill, RH1 3XA

Tel: 07900 826719

chris.evans@sport-adventure.com
website: www.sport-adventure.com




COMPLETELY

hirty years ago in the desert that
nervously skirts the northern suburbs
of Los Angeles, I sat drinking an
unreasonable amount of coffee from

a battered vacuum flask at 3am.

Me and the girlfriend had better things
to do at the time, but I'd been tipped
off that there was going to be some
serious motorcycle action out in these
godforsaken boondocks. Something so
strange and spectacular that I begged

MARIKK WILLIAMS
WONDERS WHRAT MALL
THE NOISE IS ABOUT?

her to come along too. Oh yeah, and
I wanted her as a witness just in case
I got stomped for poking my nose
into very private and seriously illegal
biker business.

Those with long memories and an
interest in mankind’s wilder excesses
may recall that back in the ‘70s outlaw
bikers controlled much of California’s
drugs trade, and my informant - a
fellow journalist on Rolling Stone mag-
azine (which had recently run a major
feature on these gangs) - suggested
that the story I was working on might
involve the same scary individuals. So
it wasn’t only the cold that was caus-
ing me to shiver that night.

But there we were, under the stars,
waiting for... well waiting for what
would eventually form the basis of
‘They Only Come Out At Night’ a
piece on clandestine, nocturnal road-
racers which I wrote for Which Bike?
in 1980. And then just as I was think-
ing of wrenching the fifth of bourbon

RUTTED

from Linda’s vice-like grip, a faint,
almost imperceptible drone could be
heard in the distance along Highway
17. Its volume grew louder by the
second, but it was a full minute or
two before it was accompanied by the
pin-pricks, then the muted shimmer
of distant headlamps, by which time
the noise was a strident, angry blare.
Travelling at speeds well in excess of
twice the (ridiculous) state 55mph
speed limit, the covey of nine or ten
large Jap superbikes was upon us,
and then gone in a flurry of tail-lamps
within what seemed like nanoseconds.
But the noise stayed with us for many
more minutes. And if you've been
struggling to see the point of this little
reminiscence in the pages of TBM,
then that’s exactly it: the noise.

None of those stripped-down,
hopped-up roadsters wore their stock
exhaust systems, and they were excru-
ciatingly loud. And multiplied by eight
or nine, and in a sparse rural land-
scape, they were aurally unbearable.

Fast forward 34 years and somewhere
along the ancient Strata Florida byway
in Mid Wales the trill of fieldfares and
the gentle babble of the Afon Mwyro
river is suddenly and no less dramatical-
ly punctured by the rasp of 12, maybe
13 enduro and MX bikes being ridden
as fast as their riders dared along the
increasingly degraded track.

My reaction this time was not one
of mild fear and considerable awe, it
was one of considerable fear and mild
apoplexy. Although I still sometimes
try to justify those off-road riders
whose thoughtlessness harms both
themselves and the rest of us in the
mid- and long-term, this lot were com-

pletely indefensible. But even though riding so
fast and in such a large group can in no way be
considered responsible trailriding (even less so
since I later learnt this was a commercial ride-out
run by a TRF member), this isn’t what exercised
my ire. It was quite simply, the noise.

When you're out riding by yourself and you
come across other dirtbikes, you don't really
notice the noise they’re making, but when you're,
say, hiking or horseriding, the unmitigated racket
caused by many aggressively ridden dirtbikes
with what are often illegal exhaust systems, has
an effect as shattering as anything I'd ever heard
in the Californian desert.

And regardless of what dread proposals
materialise from DEFRA, exhaust noise will
become THE next big issue in dirtbiking.

For the uninitiated, from June 2003 EU Directive
97/24EC made it illegal to sell a motorcycle
over 175cc whose exhaust note exceeds 80dB -
down 3dB from the previous year.

However, manufacturers selling road-legal trail
and enduro machines must obviously conform to
this limit although some of them get round the
issue by selling their enduro mounts as ‘competi-
tion” models. The SVA regulations allow individ-
uals owners the chance to register such bikes
themselves, allowing them to exploit a discre-
tionary leeway that, by happy coincidence
enables, say, a stock WR250F to come in under
the ACU/FIM limit of 85dB.

And the ACU/FIM noise test is a static one,
whereas the EU version is a second gear, mid-
throttle ride-by affair which would almost certain-
ly exclude all the aforementioned ‘competition’
models if they were so tested.

The series of discussions taking place between
DEFRA and the off-road motoring lobby (see last
month’s TBM) included much heated discussion
on the subject of exhaust noise, neatly encapsulat-
ed by Motor Cycle Industry Association press offi-
cer Craig Cary-Clinch: ‘The problem appears to be
illegal modification by purchasers (ie aftermarket

silencers), or second hand purchases already
illegally modified. This falls outside the control
of manufacturers themselves and is extremely
frustrating as it leads to calls for quieter manufac-
tured bikes, when in fact there’s no need for this.

“In defence of riders, the problem could partly
be a lack of awareness of current regs for riding
RoW. However there is a culture of noise with
bikes being used on RoWs, which is rightly being
challenged by groups like LARA and the TRE

Indeed. But when these very groups are trying
to convince Alun Michael that the byways we
want to ride are actually legally defined as roads,
then surely our machines should meet the noise
limits applied to what are otherwise understood
to be roadbikes?

Quite how the ACU square their 85dB noise
level for competition bikes that are registered for
the roads for which the legal limit is 80dB, is also
a sticky question, but ACU Trials & Enduro exec-
utive, Mary Kerr, told me that ‘there are moves
afoot to reduce the level for 2006, but the exact
figure hasn’t yet been decided.’

And until I started doing my homework for
this column, prompted by that Strata Florida
experience, | hadn’t realised that I was also a
guilty party: having junked the embarrassingly
vocal CRD can I'd fitted to my TT-R250, I thought
I was being responsible by replacing it with an
Oshiro item which met the ACU/FIM limits but
not, of course, those for EU roadbikes. Now I'm
faced with a dilemma: suffer some serious power
loss and re-fit the ultra-quiet Yamaha original, or
risk the odium of other countryside aficionados
who haven’t equipped themselves with earplugs.

But ignoring for a moment the possible
outcome of the DEFRA consultations, if the
recommendations of the influential Acoustical
Society of the Netherlands for a further ten per-
cent cut in EU exhaust levels should be taken up,
then we are indeed in for a very rough ride (sic).

Anyone for a little night-time trailriding in the
California desert..?

T=M 2



Trail Bike Money
Dear TBM

I have been trying to find
your website for a while

now and was amazed at how
many TBMs there actually are
(The Brent Magazine, Timothy
Bloxom Mapping, Traditional
Bowhunters Magazine etc) so |

Honda CR250 or Kawasaki
KX250 - are these good choices?
If not, have you got any other
suggestions?

Thomas

b via email

Got something to say?
Then email us on:
letters@trailbikernag.com
or write to us at:
TBM, PO Box 9845
London W13 SWP

was wondering if you could tell
me the address of your website?

I was also wondering if you
could tell me what bike to buy?
I have about £1000 to spend on
a cheap motocross/enduro bike
that will be used off-road only,
on weekends and I'm not sure
what to get.

I am looking for a 250cc two-
stroke and am thinking about a

Off-road only: A used Mxer can get you on the dirt on a budget...

PS great magazine, I look for-
ward to getting it every month.

Thomas, you didn’t mention
the Tunnel Boring Machine that
comes up on Google whenever
we type in TBM..! Anyway

our website is currently ‘under
construction” and we hope to
go live with it very shortly -
full details will be announced
in the mag. In the meantime

if you're looking for a pure
off-roader and you’ve only

got a grand to spare, then either
of the two bikes you mention
would be ideal. But try and
secure a decent example or

else keep saving...

Toilet Humour
Dear TBM

As usual and as everyone
always says, great read. Your
magazine finds itself pride of
place in the WC and gives me
hours of uninterrupted (by
girlfriend) reading pleasure.

Is there any chance you guys
will carry out a group test of the
newest four-stroke 250s - CRF,
Husky, KTM and the like? I
need some help with choosing
my next bike. Cheers.

Chris O'Grady
Hove, East Sussex

Chris, we try and arrange a 250
four-stroke shootout each year,
but some years it’s impossible

to get them all together at the
same time. This year we tested
the CRF250X in Wales in May,
the Yamaha and Husky 250s in
August and a Suzuki RM-Z250
in September. However we

are planning to get all the

‘05 bikes together for one big
shootout just as soon as we
can. Watch this space...

Wycombe
Wobbler

Dear TBM

I suppose I should be thanking
you for publishing a picture of
me in last month’s magazine
(rider number 174) but did

you have to state the blinking
obvious and call me a beginner?

As though anyone couldn’t
tell with me wobbling round
the outside of the bend - actual-
ly I was being polite and letting
the faster guys through!

Being a ‘forty something’ and
never having ridden off road
except for 50-odd miles green
laning and doing one of the
Witley MCC’s excellent training

days before entering
the enduro, I was

very pleased not to
finish last. I thoroughly
enjoyed it, even though
I couldn’t walk proper-
ly for the next week -
must get fitter.

I'd like to have been
able to tell you about
my next enduro and
plans for next season,
but unfortunately some
scumbags broke their
way through my re-
inforced garage door
and stole my KTM so
my plans are on hold.

Will still enjoy reading
your mag whilst saving
hard for another bike and an
even stronger garage door.

Gerry Marsh
via email

PS Would you be kind enough
to warn people in the High
Wycombe area - I believe the
thieves followed me home
and waited for me to go to
work a couple of days later.

bit of ig

gentity can save

On the Case
Dear TBM

I know there have been quite a
few letters on this subject in the
past - well here’s yet another!

I recently sold my DR-Z after
several years of faultless riding
(the bike that is, not me!).

Over this period of time,

I have experimented with a
number of home-made” mod-
ifications - particularly with
regards to case protection. I find
it somewhat bizarre that people
will risk holing £150 cases (not
to mention the hassle getting
home), when a couple of simple
mods requiring nothing more
sophisticated than a drill, file,
hacksaw and tin-snips will

save the day.

Perhaps the easiest mod is
protecting the left-side casing
from the gear lever. As suggest-
ed previously, file the back of
the gear lever first. Next step,
pop down to B&Q and grab
some aluminum straps (two
or three quid). Cut to a suitable
length, drill a hole at each end,
round the edges, and then bend

to profile - job done. The lower
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starter sprag clutch cover
bolt and bashplate make
ideal attachment points.

Next, the chain case-saver.
Again, a section of sheet alu-
minum (must be 3-4mm thick)
does the trick. Use the existing
steel saver as a template
(which, by the way, will not
necessarily save your alternator
loom or case - as witnessed out
on the trail). Yes, this does take
more time - a whole one and
a half hours in fact. Due to the
narrow profile, it still provides
adequate room for all the crud
to fall out. What's more it
works - the version pictured
here has been fully tested cour-
tesy of a decapitated split link!

Last but not least the brake
lever - using, you guessed it,
more aluminum sheet! Simply
cut a disk the size of the case
face and hold it in place using
silicon sealant (note: the sealant

The Lanza is a great trailie.
But lightweight it ain’t..!
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must be heat and oil resistant -
the red stuff designed for auto-
motive cooling systems is ideal
- only takes 15 minutes.)

So, to totally protect your
bike (assuming you already
have a bash plate), takes approx
two to three hours, with a total
cost of about 15-20 quid. Which
is more aggro? Losing a few
hours in an evening or wasting
several weeks replacing dam-
aged cases?

Trajan Seymour
Bagshot, Surrey

Electric Dream
Hi TBM

[ currently use a CRM250
mklII for trail riding, which

is a superb off-roader for this
purpose. The only problem

is that it’s kick-start only and
[ really would like an electric-
start due to the frequent stops
for ramblers, horses etc. I like
the two-stroke simplicity and
so would like to know which

strokers I could consider that
are leccy start?

I have been a subscriber to
your mag from the start and
have read over the Yamaha
DT230 Lanza test, which I get
the impression was a bit soft
and heavy. Could this be
addressed with suspension
mods/rebuilds and some
after-market goodies to lighten
it? I would appreciate your
expert views.

Colin (frustrated stroker fan)
via email

Colin, the DT230 Lanza (and
new DT125RE) are among a
select few electric-start two-
stroke trailies currently avail-
able. There’s no doubt that

the Lanza makes an excellent
trail bike - we reckon it’s even
more torquey than the CRM.
Its problem is (as you rightly
surmise) excess weight and
soft suspension. In our opinion
both of these issues could be
addressed if you set your mind
to it. Go for it...

Cash Price =

2002 & 2003
BRITISH 125cc MX
CHAMPIONS

% FINANGE

Credit Price

MACHINES IN STOCK NOW

|_HONDA MX_ 47 HONDA ENDURO /4

CR85R 5 CRF 50R 5
CR85RB 5 CRF 70R 5
CR125R 5 CR5 100R 5
CR250R 5 CRF 250X 5
CRF250R 5 XR400R
CRF450R 5 XR650R

HUSQVARNA ENDURD
WR125  TE450 CR125

WR250 TE510 CR250
TE250 TC250

Example 05 KTM 450 EXC

RRP £5565.50
Deposit 50% (or px) £2782.75
12 months @ £252.77

APR 0%
albion

HUSGVARNA MX

DELIVERY ANYWHERE
ON UK MAINLAND ~ *X85BS

KTM MX KTM ENDURC
658X 125 EXC
85 SX SM 200EXC
85 SM LW 250 EXC
125 SX 250 EXC RACING 4T
250 SX 300EXC
450 SX RACING a1 400 EXC RACING 4T
525 SX RACING 4T 450 EXC RACING 4T
525 EXEC RACING 4T
525 MXC DESERT RACING

TC450 7 KAWASAKI

TCs10 KLX110-A4  KX125-M3
KL65-A6  KX250-R1
KX85-A5  KX250-N

01395 272491

www.albion.gb.com

Your champmnslg Ip




Way to Go

Dear TBM

Keep up the good work but
please, less of the vintage stuff!
What about a feature on Rights
of Way?

I am in the TRF so know a
bit about it - perhaps you could
show the differences for a given
small area of the number of
trails the OS map shows (by-
ways only, technically), com-
pared to what can be legally
ridden from the definitive map?

I keep meaning to go and
have a look but there is always
some job I haven't finished
around the house and I have
got to ride the bike some time...

John
via email

Yeah, we like your idea John
and we'll look into it. In the
meantime I hope you will have
seen and liked the feature in the
latest issue entitled ‘Writes of
Way’. That's if you bought the
issue of course - it had one of
those ‘vintage’ bikes you're not
keen on - on the cover...

Power Up
Dear TBM

Please advise on the best way
to improve bhp/performance
from my standard DR-Z400S K3
2003 model? Also, is the enduro
version more powerful and if
so, what's the difference?

I was also wondering, can
36 TEM
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the tailpipe be modified rather
than replaced by cutting

and/or welding, as funds
are a bit tight at present?

D Lawrence
Ely, Cambridgeshire

PS Well sorted mag.

Actually there are quite a few
differences between the enduro
and road models including the
compression ratio (11.3:1 S,
12.2:1 E), exhaust system (noisi-
er and much less restrictive on
the E), and carburettor (3mm
smaller on the S, flat-slide on
the E). Probably the cheapest
way to liberate a bit more
power is to take the bike along
to a dyno shop and ensure that
it is jetted correctly - especially
if you are considering messing
with the stock exhaust.
Personally I'd leave the silencer
well alone though, and consid-
er investing in an aftermarket
pipe, but make sure it’s good
and quiet.

Saffer in a State
Dear TBM

Your magazine gets around!
I am an avid enduro-riding
South African living in
Connecticut, USA, where |
receive your great magazine
monthly by subscription.

I chose TBM above all other
dirt bike related offerings due
to your attention to the subject
concerned, and that a lot less
than half your magazine is
adverts - unique!

I ride an XR650R and a
CR500R (bought the CR500
new on the Isle of Man, 2000.
Ask David Knight if he remem-

bers the ‘mad South African
on the CR500?")

How about some articles
on the XR650R? Thanks for
an excellent publication.

Robin Johnson
via email

Er.... Righto
Sub Normal
Dear TBM

You'll be glad to know that
the November issue dropped
through my letterbox much
earlier than normal and way
ahead of it going on sale in
the shops. Thanks for sorting
this [subscription problem]
out after my last letter.

By the way, great article
on the Maico v Yam 450.

How about doing a series on
renovating an old twin shock
enduro bike? I know you have
done similar stories of project
bikes (with some success!)

but they are normally restricted
to a budget.

How about something along
the lines of “What does it take
to do the full Monty?’ no
expense spared, first-class
restoration? May even bring
in some additional advertising
revenues from specialist
suppliers in that field. Just
a thought. Thanks again!

Gerald Andrews
via email

At last, a happy customer.

We like the idea of the twin-
shock project bike Gerald,
we’d welcome any suggestions
from other readers as to what
it should be..?

Water Tight
Dear TBM

Just to voice an opinion on the Kawasaki KLR650
- a group of us go green laning of a weekend
with three lads on XR650s, me with the more
nimble XR440 and another lad on the dreaded
KLR, which always seems to stop right at the
vital point (ie middle of water).

How anyone can enjoy riding this bl**dy thing
is beyond me! All Colin seems to be doing is
kicking it over... The trouble is he’s too tight to
buy an XR or anything that will keep running.

By the way, great mag - wish I had started
off-roading years ago because it beats running
into cars and the only thing around the next
corner is, at the worst, a horse!

Neil
via email

Well that’s alright then...

Southern
frica

Our flexable packages include hire of an off road bike, meals,
accomodation, riding in the African wilderness and game viewing

pour nationalperks Wild Africa Tours @

Andre + 27 83 601 7838 or Jason + 27 82 416 8682 or Email
wildafricatours@worldonline.co.za for more information.
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21901

ADVENTURE
TOURS

Specialising in off road motorbike tours in Kwa-Zulu Natal - South Africa

Mobile : +27 82 875-8103 Phone: +27 31 767-1493
Fax: +27 31 767-1226 e-mail: info@zula.co.za

All Clubs and Individual Riders
Want to forget the politics and just
ride your bike?

DO IT but first send a big donation
to the

TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP

Trail riding is under serious threat.

Only the TRF is fighting our corner, but it needs a
massive injection of funds to meet the demands that
are on it to safeguard countryside motorcycle
recreation and sport.

£30.00 buys a year’s individual membership, but a
further donation buys the future of trail riding.

YOU CANNOT AFFORD NOT TO!

Send to The Membership Secretary, TRF
PO Box 343, Market Drayton, Shropshire TF9 IWT

See the TRF’s website at www.trf.org.uk

DO IT NOW

- your money won'’t be wasted!
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Five different classes, won by five different riders,
on five different bikes. TBM tested the top British
Enduro Championship machines

STORY £ PICS: JONTY EDMUNDS

he British Enduro Championship is

a very different enduro series to most

others. Run over far fewer rounds than
the equivalent French, Spanish or Italian champi-
onships, it span ven months, has a minimum
of 16 separate classes per event and follows
a very traditional, some would say out-dated,
capacity class structure. With more ‘cc’ cla
than most other national enduro championships
within Europe (and two more than the recently
revised World Enduro Championship) the fiv
bikes that placed at the top of the Championship
class this season are as varied and diverse as you
are likely to find - as are their riders!

While each machine is very different, and

some classes have offered more competition
than others, they all have one thing in comn
they have matched reliability with performance
to finish the season ahead of the rest. Three of the
bikes are thumpers and two of them two-strokes,
three were manufactured in Europe and one’s
a converted Japanese motocrosser. But how do
they compare with one another?

Take Five
Multi-bike or ‘shoot-out’ tests normally follow
a fairly simple set of rules. By gathering together
all of the available machines from within one
particular class, testing them together provides
a far more accurate picture of how each bike
performs in relation to the others. It's a simple
idea that has proved popular over the years
and is applied to cars, cameras and computers
as often as it is to motorcycles.

However, when gathering together bikes
from five different race classes, things have
to be approached a little differently. When
each of the bikes is specifically set-up to suit
the requirements of five very different riders -
some relatively new to the sport, some old-
hands, some big, some small, some professional
and some keen ‘amateurs’ - things start to get
interesting. How would Daryl Bolter’s WR125

KTM 52
CRF250X have the beating of Richard Hay
WR450F? And how would Paul Edmondson’s
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converted Honda CR250
MXer perform?

Knowing that such a varied
bunch of machines would
throw up a few surprises,
we decided to ride each of the
bikes in order (125 - 525) to see
where each of their strengths
and weaknesses lay. With each
bike also being very different
to the standard machine, the
test also provided an insight
into the different way each of
the riders set-up their bikes.

It also offered a look at how
each bike can be made to
perform when it’s been *
de-junked’ with its non-
essential parts removed.

Feather-weight

Fighter

Jumping aboard Daryl Bolter’s

Husqvarna WR125 I was

instantly reminded just

how much fun riding a well-

prepped eighth-litre machine

can be. With s being

anything but en vogue in

'04 (thanks in no small part

to the ‘four-stroke revolution’,

and riders swapping to 250

thumpers), Daryl’s Husky

was a breath of fresh air.

I've always rated the little

WR Husqvarna due to its

rideability, stability and ability

to perform, and it has proved itself as both a
clubman machine and one capable of winning
trophies at the highest level.

Converting the standard WR into the bike
Daryl has raced this season has been a relatively
simple process. The usual bars, graphics and
consumables have all been replaced with after-
market parts, and despite the assortment of ‘trick
bits’ the bike remains very close to the original
specification. The standard wheels are rebuilt
by Talon, and Braking discs are fitted alongside
Talon sprockets (13/50 gearing).

As far as the motor is concerned, no major
changes have been made. A 2C pipe is fitted in
conjunction with the standard silencer and the
motor is then methodically rebuilt by 2C’s Karl
Prestwood using a Wossner piston. It’s then
jetted carefully. And that’s it.

In the suspension department, the rear shock
is retained while at the front the standard forks
are replaced with a set of semi-factory ‘kit’
a0 TEBM

Marzocchis. Completing the bike are Renthal
bars, Michelin tyres and mousses, MXM graph
Pro Grip grips, a DID chain, Fro Systems titanium
footpegs, Acerbis plastics, a CRD sumpguard,
Vesrah pads and a lightweight wiring loom.
Ordinarily, people think of 125s as hard
to ride due to their lack of low-end power.
But surprisingly, it was entirely possible to
be ‘lazy’ on Daryl’s bike
Normally, you’d need to keep an eighth-litre
machine higher in its rev range than any other
bike in order for it to perform. But this bike
produced remarkably strong power low-down,
though not at the expense of a punchy mid-
range or good top-end power. While some 125s
have good bottom-end torque as well as strong
top-end performance, getting from bottom to
top is anything but easy. With Daryl’s bike it was
easy. Light, nimble and responsive on the faster
third- and fourth-gear tracks, being ‘only’ a 125
I found myself able to boss the machine around

Opposite page: The Husky floated over obstacles,

remaining composed at all times...

Top: Daryl’s bike closely resembles a standard WR125,

just with the usual ‘trick bits’ fitted...

Above: Braking wave disc and Talon sprocket adorn

the rear wheel...

Right: The front-end now wears ‘semi-factory’ Marzocchis,
set-up by fellow BEC racer Chris Hockey’s Endurotech concern...




at all times. But it was in the slower stop-start
going where the bike was really impressive.
Solidly planted, the bike would stop, turn and
accelerate away from even the slickest corners
incredibly well. When riding down a rocky
riverbed the bike seemed to almost float over
most bumps. And even when things did get a
little out of shape I always felt I knew what the
bike was going to do next - something which
is very important with a race bike.

Slip Slidin’ Away

Unfortunately Wayne Braybrook’s CRF250X
wasn’t the exact same spec as ridden in this
year’s BEC series (due to it having been prepared
for his annual assault on Weston Beach Race).

d after riding Daryl’s 125, the differences
between the two machines (which would
compete in the same class in WEC events) were
huge. Built to appeal to the masses, the ‘X’ has
sold in large numbers thanks to its electric-start
and easy-going trail manners. But, as I soon
found out, whilst it’s a cracking little dirt bike,

a high-end competition machine it most certainly
isn’t. In fact, I have to take my hat off to Wayne
for his performance this season aboard the
quarter-litre thumper.

a2 TBM
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It seems the more competitive you want a
250X to be, the more you need to make it like
a CRF250R. That is what WEC teams do, and,
to a lesser extent, this is what Wayne has done.
As Honda put it, you need to fit the ‘Closed
Course Competition Kit’ to an ‘X’ to make it
more competitive. Having been prepped for
Weston, our bike felt more like the standard X’
than the machine Wayne raced at the Breckland,
Hafren, Crychan and Natterjack. And as such it
was easy to see why a few simple, yet effective,
modifications are essential for BEC use. Without
them the bike simply isn’t a racing machine.

Starting with a production 250X, Wayne
normally uses an ‘R’ fuel tank to make the bike
less bulky and more manoeuvrable (fuel checks
in BEC events are never normally more than 30 to
40 minutes apart). The suspension remains fairly
standard, only fitting an ‘R’ spring to the shock.
The engine is modified by fitting an ‘R’ camshaft,
opening up the airbox to help the motor breathe
easier, fitting the ‘carb kit’, (a different needle
and bigger main jet), and switching wires on the
ECU to make the machine rev 1500rpm higher.
Slipping on a DEP enduro silencer completes the
package. The rolling cha is then treated to
Talon wheels and sprockets, an Iris chain, Dunlop

Opposite page: The Honda proved particularly hard to ride

fast on the slippery terrain

Top: What Wayne's bike lacked in performance it more

than made up for in looks. His CRF-X is simply stunning...

Above: Rear axle puller makes removal of the Talon wheel
easier...

Right: The standard CRF-X motor needs ‘derestricting’ for

top-level competition...




tyres, numerous
REP/Hope parts and
Renthal bars and grips.

As on any bike fitted
with a ‘long-distance’
tank, it didn’t take
long for me to find that
the extra width was a
problem. And with an
‘X’ camshaft fitted the
bike felt extremely
uncompetitive. I can see
why Wayne would want
to try and give the bike
a little more ‘go’.

The front wheel felt
anything but positive,
while the rear-end
seemed to want to go
sideways all the time.
Slow to build revs and
with a gearbox that had
huge gaps between third,
fourth and fifth, riding
the bike on slippery
terrain was both
frustrating and difficult.
It was hard to ride lazily
(it would slip and slide
all over the place), and
it was hard to ride at

100percent (as it would continuously the best part of three months extracting the
slip and slide all over the place)! type of power Paul wanted from the CR motor.

The suspension felt very unresponsive, and Starting with the expansion chamber, Karl then
the fact that first gear was so low and second developed the engine’s performance to give
a long way from first, meant that trying to coast strong, responsive power, though the exact
down the rocky stream was all but impossible. nature of the work is a carefully guarded secret.
Attempting it in first gear was a jerky affair, as The conversion from MX bike to 250cc
I accelerated and shut off. But in second I was two-stroke BEC winning machine also includes
working much harder than I expected as I was modifications to the suspension, as well as the
constantly accelerating and then breaking traction obligatory lighting kit. As Paul’s a relatively
by pulling in the clutch. The bike also felt heavy, lightweight rider, both the forks and shock are
and I found myself making far more mistakes re-valved, the latter being the shorter part from
than I should have for the relatively slow speed a 450cc Honda.
I was riding at. With a host of aftermarket products fitted,

Whilst I didn’t get on with Wayne’s CRF-X, including Pulse clamps, Renthal bars and
the fact that he won the championship on it sprockets, Talon wheels, Braking discs, Michelin
speaks volumes about his riding. tyres, a 2C exhaust system, MXM graphics and

UFO plastics, the bike has spent many hours
Shake, Rattlie and Roll being set-up to perform at its best. But then as
Originally a motocross machine, Paul a bike built to perform on the world stage (Paul
Edmondson’s CR250E is the most heavily uses the same bike for WEC) you'd expect that. Opposite page: With a ‘lightswitch’ power delivery,
modified bike here. A bike which is often I'll come straight out and say it: Paul’s bike a cautious approach was required aboard the CR...
converted into enduro trim, Honda’s quarter-litre was a massive disappointment to ride. Whilst the Top: Like Wayne Braybrook's CRF, Eddy’s Honda is
CR needs more than a set of lights to perform team didn’t want the race bike to be tested at a e St Fves
> : ¢ : & Z = Above: The de-rigeur Talon/Excel combination is fitted

well in the WEC. As a result Karl Prestwood, time of year when shows and indoor events fill ‘ with a Braking wave disc...
the same former GP Mxer turned engine builder the calendar, the promise that the practice bike ‘ Right: The CR motor is heavily worked to produce the
that worked on Daryl Bolter’s 125 engine, spent would be the same as the racer simply wasn't the type of power Paul requires...
aa TBM Tem as



case. It was clearly set-up for
his size, weight and height;
it looked the same, was fitted
with the products supplied
by the team'’s sponsors...

It’s just that it performed like
a knackered old 250cc CR.

The biggest area of
disappointment was the
engine. While strong and fast
at the top-end, it rattled like the
proverbial bag of spanners and
vibrated like an old farm bike
when revved. The jetting was
also pretty terrible. Not what I
was expecting at all. With very
little strength low down, the
power felt as if the expansion
chamber has a fist-sized dent in
it. I was expecting to be able to
roll the power on and off when
needed, but the all-or-nothing
delivery made it extremely
difficult to ride unless employ-
ing lots of clutch or a low gear.
Definitely not what KP spent
months developing.

I also found the suspension
to be anything but impressive.
Low on the rear-end, not very
responsive and pretty dead
feeling - the overall package certainly didn’t
fill me with confidence. While the forks worked
pretty well, the dullness of the rear-end affected
the way the bike reacted at speed over rough
terrain. Instead of feeling that I could go faster
and be more aggressive, I was left feeling
cautious, afraid even, of what the bike might
do if I hit a bump and wasn’t 100percent
prepared for the way it reacted.

The Ironman’s Bike
Of all the bikes in this test, Richard Hay’s
WR450F has probably been the least competitive
in the overall BEC championship - partly
because it’s not a bike that’s easy to race
and partly because, due to work and family
commitments, Richard’s days as a BEC
front-runner are now behind him. Nevertheless,
Richard and the Morris Lubricants Yamaha team
have tried to make the bike better suited for
competition in much the same way Wayne
Braybrook has his CRF250X.

In terms of the bike’s chassis, the biggest
change Richard made to his race bike was to fit

methods of cutting weight which haven’t cost
the earth. The wiring loom has been reduced
to a bare minimum; the radiator header tank
has been removed; Fro Systems Ti foot pegs
have been fitted and an Applied top clamp
(which holds in place Renthal Fatbars and
a GPR steering damper) added.

The only engine modifications come in the
form of a DEP silencer, jetting changes and holes

drilled in the sides of the airbox to help the motor

breathe. Retaining the electric-starter, Richard
also runs one extra clutch plate to stiffen up the
action and prevent it from slipping. The bike’s
14/50 gearing is also standard.

The suspension, however, is far from stock.
Okay, so the WR retains the standard forks and
shock, but Richard has motocross springs fitted
front and rear, as well as having the valving
made more like that of a motocross machine.
Talon wheels, Acerbis plastics, Dunlop tyres,

a Pulse Racing fuel cap and a Core side-stand
complete the modifications.

The first thing I noticed, or should I say the
first thing that I couldn’t help but notice, was the

Yamaha's natural habitat...

Top: Unlike many top-flight enduro bikes, Richard’s

WR isn’t dripping in aftermarket parts...

Opposite page: Technical going certainly isn't the

. ) ) e i f ) LR Above: More common in the world of supermoto, the
a motocross tank and radiators. This makes it bike’s very firm suspension. This made it sit high Yam runs a drilled airbox to help the motor breathe...

noticeably slimmer, which in turn makes it easier in its suspension stroke, which for a tall rider like Right: The ‘open cockpit’ makes for a very comfortable
to manoeuvre. Richard has also employed several myself was initially very comfortable. But when riding position...
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trying to get the bike’s forks to
compress under heavy braking
to make flat cornering easier,
they simply wouldn’t. The
standard WR450F isn’t the easiest
of bikes to place accurately in a
turn, and Richard’s fondness for
MX-like suspension resulted in
his race bike reacting in much
the same way.

The bike felt like it had poorly
set-up PDS/WP suspension
fitted, but I guess that's just the

y Richard likes it. It's certainly
the firmest suspension I've ever
tried on an enduro bike, and the
machine’s tendency to run wide
in turns meant that I had to enter
corners as wide as possible to
stand half a chance of holding
the line I wanted. The front-end
instilled very little confidence,
and due to the overly hard shock
the bike skated around instead
of driving out of flat corners.

The fact that the clutch was
extremely heavy didn’t help
the Yamaha feel easy to use, and
with second gear a little too low
and third gear a little too high,
the fast-building power of the
450 motor meant that the bike
was hardly rider-friendly. However, with a very
‘open’ handlebar set-up the riding position was
very comfortable.

In general I four ichard’s WR450 very
difficult to get on with when riding at speed, yet
it was strangely predictable in the way it would
behave. More supple suspension would doubtless
help make the bike more rideable, but because I
knew I was going to struggle a little in controlling
it, I rode slightly slower than I would normally!

The Gentle Giant
As winner of both the Over 500cc four-stroke
and Overall British Enduro Championship
titles, many have failed to comprehend just
how David Knight has managed to produce
such blisteringly fast special test times this
season, in all conditions, on a bike perceived to
be big, heavy and much less manoeuvrable than
runner-up Paul Edmondson’s 250cc two-stroke
Honda. Physically the biggest rider in the BEC
series, Knighter’s size and strength are obvious
clues as to how he has managed to dominate his
machine, and ultimately his competitors.

The fact that David’s 525EXC is now essentially
a factory machine has also helped him gain the
a8 TBM

upper hand this season. With the possible
exception of a different CDI unit and a slightly
different compression ratio, Knighter’s bike is
the same as that on which Samuli Aro topped
the E3 world championship this season. Starting
out life as a standard 525, D3-Racing transformed
the production machine into DK's race bike by
making suspension and engine modifications

to bring it up to ‘factory’ spec.

Developed during the first half of the season,
David’s machine has remained virtually un-
changed since mid-way through the year, the
bike having got closer and closer to the spec
used by official KTM /WP contracted riders.
Whilst the standard 39mm carb and ignition

em remain, the bike’s cylinder head, crank
and con-rod have all been modified. A Vertex
piston has been fitted and a titanium Akrapovic
exhaust system takes care of the spent gasses.
The gearbox also came in for some significant
changes as its lower gears were replaced with
those from a 5255X to close up the ratios. Unlike
the factory 5 David prefers to retain the
electric starter on his bike and fit British-ma
over-sized GMX radiators.

The production suspension units have been

Opposite page: Despite initial reservations, the 525
proved amazingly easy to ride...

Top: Although developed by D3 Racing, David's KTM
is essentially a ‘factory’ machine...

Above: Talon wheel wears a floating wave disc,
whilst the axle puller helps cut work time...

Right: Hardcore clamps hold uprated WP SXS forks
and Renthal Twinwall bars...
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replaced with SXS
dampers, and between
Julian (D3-Racing
founder and Knighter's
technician) and WP, the
suspension has been
brought in line with
‘officially-supplied” WP
kit. And once the bike’s
fitted with Talon wheels
and sprockets, Renthal
bars, Polisport plastics,
DP brake pads, Braking
disks, an RK chain, and
MXM graphics it’s pretty
much ready to ride.

Unsurprisingly David’s
bike doesn’t lack power.
But what was surprising
was just how smooth and
gentle that power was.
Unfortunately, that wasn’t
how I found it at first.
Being a little too casual
with my throttle control,
the bike initially felt
aggressive and way too
powerful. To be honest,

I wanted to get off the bike for fear of ending up
in hospital, but after five or ten minutes I started
to realise that only a very small amount throttle
movement was needed to ease the bike forwards.
Once [ started to apply the power more gently
the tractability of the motor’s power became
clear. And boy was it impressive.

Having ridden the bike earlier in the year,
and spent three weeks on crutches after crashing
it, I wasn’t looking forward to ‘another go’.
Expecting to hate the bike for being a big, power-
ful half-litre thumper, what I found was a bike
much easier bike to ride than [ was expecting.
Heck, I even enjoyed riding it. When riding down
a rocky stream the bike was incredibly stable, and
almost unfeasibly easy to manage. Not the big,
bad 500cc four-stroke that I was expecting.

The beauty of the bike’s power was that I
didn’t have to worry about being in the right
gear, something I guess you would expect with
a big four-stroke. Seemingly having ‘short gears’
and ‘long power’, the overlap meant that when
[ entered a tight turn in third rather than second
the bike wouldn’t grumble one little bit. Instead
it provided me with a more than ample amount
of torque to set me on my way.

The other thing that surprised me was the fact
that the bike performed incredibly well in the
mud. Thumpers are known to be difficult to ride
in wet (Wayne’s and Richard’s certainly were)
S0 TEM

Wahey! Smooth, strong
power made the big ‘ol
KTM easy to hustle...

Although certainly fast,
Eddy’s Honda wasn’t
a rewarding ride...

The CRF-X felt more like
a trail bike than a racer...

due to them pushing the front-end in corners -
and their power characteristics spinning up the
rear. But David’s bike was a joy to ride. It would
stop, even on flat, slippery turns, give great feel
from the front wheel, and then drive straight out
of a corner, no matter how bumpy the straight or
slippery the camber.

As for the bike’s suspension, well, Ill simply
say this. Before I rode David’s bike I certainly
wasn’t a fan of link-less PDS suspension.

[ think I've now been converted...

The Bigger Picture

Riding such a varied group of bikes in such a
short period of time made it easier to understand
why certain riders have performed better than
others in this year’s BEC series. Take Knighter
for example, and the myth that 500cc four-strokes
are a little unforgiving and can be difficult to ride
unless you're a ‘real man’. While 500cc thumpers
certainly aren’t as easy to ride as smaller capacity
two-strokes (they produce too much power to
ever be as nimble or manoeuvrable) DK's race
bike was by far the easiest four-stroke to ride of
those being tested. A great bike matched to a
great rider equals BEC title winner. Simple.

Okay so the D3 KTM is all but a factory bike,
but it out-performed both the CRF250X and the
WRA450F in areas that I wasn’t expecting it to. Its
ability to corner (stop, turn, hold a line and drive

out of a turn) and confidence-inspiring manner
made it considerably easier to ride than the other
two thumpers. In fact, riding the big bike down
the rocky stream was almost as easy as it was
riding the 125. I still can’t believe just how
effortlessly it floated over rocks and ruts!

Like David’s bike, Daryl’s 125 did pretty much
everything well. It was fast, handled great, and
produced good power. I know that some would
argue a 125cc two-stroke doesn’t have enough
power to do anything except handle well, but
Bolter’s Husky is a great enduro machine. It
might have only been used in international
competition a few times this season, but having
thrown my leg over a few factory 125s in recent
years I believe it’s as good as most eighth-litre
machines out there.

Although 125cc two strokes don’t compete
directly against 250cc four strokes in BEC events,
in WEC they do. And if I had to choose between
Daryl’s or Wayne’s bike to compete on 1'd choose
the Husky - no question about it. I couldn’t
believe just how much easier the 125 was to
ride on flat, grassy fields. I also found that
a 125 is a lot easier to pull out of a bog than
a 250 four-stroke when buried wheel deep!

Whereas the 125 did what I wanted it to -
simple things like stop, turn, accelerate and
rev - the 250X drove me mad, as time after time I
couldn’t get it to hold a line in a turn or drive out
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of a corner without
plenty of clutch to keep
it singing. No matter
how smooth, strong,

or powerful an engine
is, when fitted with

a wide-ratio gearbox
it’s simply no good for
high-end competition
use - certainly not in the
mud anyway. The 125
ran rings around the
250X mainly because

I was able to keep its
engine singing. With the
X’, I could rev it to the
moon in one gear and
then shift up, but when
the motor dropped

off the cam the clutch
needed abuse to get it
singing again - which
wasted time!

Eddy’s CR250 did
give some clues as to
why many riders are
reverting back to two
strokes. The bike ‘rode’
lighter and was less
tiring than the 450 Yam.
And although clearly
a tired motor, it offered
one huge advantage
over a thumper - its
ability to bump-start.
While Knighter’s,
Wayne’s, and Richard’s
bikes would pretty
much start on the
button whenever
asked, they couldn’t
be bump started if
I stalled them while
riding. The two-strokes
could. And on the few
occasions I stalled Paul’s bike I was on my way
again immediately. A crucial point in the middle
of a special test.

With a very personal
set-up, Richard’s WR
was hard to ride fast...

Class Dismissed...

Five different riders, with five very different
bikes. Wayne’s and Richard’s bikes felt like
well-prepared production machines (and
performed as such), whilst as a factory bike,
Knighter’s KTM handled very much like a
two-stroke, yet produced smooth, responsive
four-stroke power - similar to that of a motocross
thumper. And perhaps therein lies the secret to
s2 TBM

Daryl’s WR Husky was
a great example-of a
125 enduro weapon...

a competitive, top-level
enduro bike. As crazy

as this might sound, the
bikes which performed
best - Daryl’s and David’s
- were in many ways
similar to MX machines.
Obviously the chassis
were set-up for enduro
use, but the motors had
that strong smooth
power. All of which
which meant that they
could be brought into
the meat of their power
easily, which allowed me
to concentrate on riding
them rather than having
to work them. And that's
what makes all the differ-
ence when racing...

Thanks to...

Each of the riders and their team
for allowing us to test their bikes...
and for bringing them to mid-Wales.
Michelin for providing enough tyres
to ensure each of the bikes was
fitted with new rubber for the test.
Sign of the Time (01978 854770)
for supplying the numbers fitted

to each of the bikes. Oh, and
Tommy at Cwmderw for being as
friendly and interested in what

we were doing as ever...
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ever one to question our esteemed

Editor’s decisions, I did feel he was

guilty of gilding my dirt riding lily
somewhat when he decided I was ready to
enter this year’s Hafren Rally.

Don’t get me wrong, I'm the kinda’ girl who's
usually up for anything (as long as it doesn’t
involve strawberries), but this seemed a little
over-ambitious, even by my standards.

Now, you may be thinking this is a case of ‘the
lady doth protest too much’, but contrary to pop-
ular belief, here at TBM we aren’t out playing on
bikes all day, every day - the truth is, we're actu-
ally keyboard slaves most of the month as sadly
the magazine can’t write itself.

So, with just a few dirty experiences under my
belt, I think I could be forgiven for feeling a little
nervous. Especially when in the week before Si
and Deputy Dawg Jimbo took great delight in
warning me about what would happen if I really
stuffed it up - like falling 70ft down a bank off a
fire-road at 50mph.

Nice Pear
Armed with

ry mental picture, things
started, in true TBM stylee, to go a bit pear-
shaped before James and I had even left the

office. James was going to be riding our Honda
CRF250X and taking pictures, but its refusal
to run properly wasn't the best of omens. And
things didn’t get any better when, ten minutes
before my 10.30am start time, he ma
slice open | nger on the TBM van
They say bad things come in three
up on a brand new naha TTR250 with only ten
miles on the clock (courtesy of Geraint Jones and
the Yamaha Off Road school), I was praying for
the safe return of us both. As I chugged away
from the start with James, (astride a borrowed
WR250 - thanks again, Geraint) in not so hot
pursuit, I was immediately faced with a sharp
left turn up a hill. Dropping down the other side,
I recognised the 'supercross track' I had trained
on the last time with the Joneses, which made
me feel a little more confident.

>ed to
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Even though the first lap was untimed, I was
acutely aware I needed to hustle round fairly
quickly if I wanted to complete the event, due
to the limited hours of daylight you get in winter,
and my late start time.

With this in mind, I got to the first special stage
determined to blast through it. Going flat-out up
another hill (well, about 30mph), I bumped over
some shaley terrain before descending the other
side into two bumpy ruts down to the track.
Feeling on familiar territory, I then had the first
of many unplanned detours as I gassed it away
from the track up a hill into some peaty slop far
too fast, resulting in a sharp exit-stage-right,
straight off the course, luckily onto some grass.
Suitably chastened, I proceeded with a bit more
caution, with my first lesson learned: vary your
riding style and speed depending on what type
of terrain you are tackling, otherwise it could all
go Pete Tong.

Old Scrubber

It didn’t take long for my cack-handed throttle
jockey tendencies to come back as I hit the first
fire-road section at a fair old lick, but then had to
hastily scrub-off speed when I noticed the course
turning off 45 degrees onto a cut forestry track
with deep ruts.

[ wasn’t the only one with a lamentable lack of
observation skills as a KTM mounted guy in front
of me also went in far too hot and fell off right in
my path. Little did I know that just round the
corner the special stage ended, otherwise I
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wouldn’t have gallantly offered my assistance!

After another quick fire-road blast, it was time
for the second special stage. Both Dylan and
Rowan Jones were starting the riders, and after a
bit of chit-chat (and a few furtive looks by both of
them at the TTR to check its condition), I was off.

Encouraged by my progress so far, it soon all
ground to a halt in the woods in some big, rooty
ruts - which some of you may remember, are not
my favourite type of going. So I waited for my
‘knight in body armour’ James to turn up and
do some rescuing, and after a few big pushes,

I was up and out.

Conscious that I had ‘lost’ time, I emerged
from the trees hoping for an easy fire-road or
two to make up for it. No such luck, as turning
left and then immediate right, I was faced with
a fairly steep scramble up a loose rocky incline.
There were a few riders taking a breather here,
but I decided to push on and pinned it in first
up the hill onto a bumpy track running along
the top. The route then turned into a wooded,
undulating single track complete with big pud-
dles and lots of roots.

Now, roots and puddles I can just about cope
with, but combine that with a narrow track and
all of a sudden it becomes a little tricky. I know
now that this is typical trail riding fare, but given
that I had never encountered this before, it took a
lot of concentration and balance to stay upright
and keep up a steady pace. Then it all went
wrong as a monster root came out of nowhere
and I ended up flying through the air like super-
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woman, fortunately landing on some soft heather.
This was my first official crash of the day, and
little did I know that the number would reach
double figures by the end of play.

Mud Bath

After dusting myself down, I managed to catch
and pass a few competitors on a short stretch of
fire-roads before going off-road again where a
large puddle and a rock step stopped me dead in
my tracks, almost causing the Dep Ed to get wet
feet as he was right behind me - that'll teach him
for tailgating.

Next up was one of the sections that caused me
grief on every lap - a small, relatively easy climb,
but with large loose pieces of slate at the bottom
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on top of mud. Try as I might, I just
couldn’t get through it without slip-
ping all over the place and soon dug
myself a bit of a trench with the back
wheel trying to power out. Sitting way
back on the seat probably didn’t gain
me any more traction, either. Dutifully,
James bailed me out yet again, and I
went shooting off quite happily until
my next challenge, one that soon
became known as ‘the big muddy hill".

Now, I was a bit afraid of hills as
I'm always convinced I'll never get up
them in one go, and the fact this was
thick, lumpy mud didn’t do too much
for me. In a true self-fulfilling prophe-
cy moment, I eased up on the throttle
and sure enough got stuck halfway up.
However, I did manage to get up the
rest of the hill without further mishap,
vowing to just give it the berries next
time round.

By now, I was beginning to feel the
burn and it got worse as I wound my
way down through the forest in very
slippery gloop and hit some more of
my favourite loose slate at the foot of
the slope where I promptly toppled
off. Not for the first time was I glad
of the TTR's leccy start as I wearily
climbed aboard again and on towards
the third and final special stage.

Accelerating away from the start,
there was a short 200-yard fire-road
dash before another hill, which mind-
ful of my failure on the last such obsta-
cle, I breezed up in second, keeping
the power on all the way. A few rocky
steps and a spot of fire-road later and
the test finish was in sight... except I
was so relieved to see it I, well, didn't
see it was a chicane until it was too
late and crashed right into it, much to the mar-
shal’s amusement.

Lady Spiller

It was then only a couple of miles back to the
Sweet Lamb start/finish car park area, but it was
already 1pm, so after a quick fuel splash ‘n” dash,
it was time to get out there again.

The pressure was most definitely on this time
as now it was against the clock and I badly want-
ed to do well, if only to avoid the inevitable end-
less ribbing from my fellow hacks if I got a DNF
in my first ever competition. James had also said
I needed to up my speed on the fire-roads (to
make up for the amount of time spent sitting on
my derriere in the mud no doubt), so mindful of

this, I tore off towards the first special stage.

Three or four minutes into the test and it all
finally began to click. Although I wasn’t setting
the world on fire with my lukewarm pace, I was
definitely more fluid and looking ahead to the
next corner, which in turn translated into quicker
forward motion.

All was going swimmingly and I even had
time to take in some of the beautiful Welsh
scenery, but my faultless special stage was
ruined about 200m before the end.

Unfortunately, another lady rider on her
Pampera brought about my downfall by getting
stuck in the same rut that I'd picked. Not until I
rounded the corner did I see this and, lacking the
experience to change ruts or navigate round her
safely, I too hit the deck. Poor James didn’t know
what had hit him as he rode into view, only to be
greeted by a screaming banshee, madly jumping
up and down and demanding that her bike be
moved pronto!

On a Bender

Tantrum-throwing over, I then proceeded to
redeem myself a little by not falling off for at least
15 whole minutes, until I hit the wooded heavily
rooted rutted section again. Even then, I managed
to stay on the bike most of the way through, only
stupidly falling off at the end when the worst was
practically over.

There was no flying off into the undergrowth
this time either as I navigated the giant root with
ease, although it very nearly all ended in tears a
little further on at the puddle/rock step combo
again. Getting up was no problem, but I gave it a
bit too much gas and it carried me at an alarming
rate of knots towards some big fir trees, which
thwacked me soundly across the face before I
somehow veered back onto the track.

After that lucky escape (James said afterwards
he had no idea how the hell I stayed on the bike),
I had run out of lives as I approached the slate
incline that had previously caused me so much
angst.

Now, you would expect that I would've
learned by now but no, predictably I got stuck
in exactly the same place as before and needed
roadside assistance yet again. The only explana-
tion I can give for what happened next was that
I was a little... ahem, fired up as I reached the top
and decided to give it some more right wrist. A
little too much as it turned out, as somehow not
only did I manage to leave a perfectly straight
path, but I speared off into a tree and launched
the bike over a bank.

You see, I have this rather worrying tendency
to gas it (a la Crasher Cornish). Not when there
might be a chance of saving it, but instead at the

f you hadn't already guessed, UK rallying

is a great way to start your off-road compe-
tition career. Much like a car rally, there are
liaison stages and timed special stages, and
although organisers like you to stick to a time
schedule, rarely are there penalties for arriv-
ing at a stage late.

The Hafren Rally is typical of this type of
event. First run back in 1996, the Rally takes
place every autumn in mid-Wales, and uses
the infamous Hafren Forest.

Each lap measures around 45 miles, over a
mixture of flowing tracks, fast fire-roads and
gentle trails. The going is fairly easy, and as
such there are often large numbers of multi-
cylinder big trailies entered amongst the
hordes of enduro machines. This year com-
petitors rode two full laps, and one part lap
(38 miles). The first lap was untimed, a ‘sight-
ing lap’ if you like, and only on the second
lap did times on the three special stages
count. Lap three featured only two ‘stages.

As soon as the ‘05 regs are available,
we'll let you know...
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moment of no return, thus creating maximum
damage opportunities.

With the poor little Yam buried in foliage, I
hurriedly extricated myself from my fir tree hug-
ging position and scrambled back up, hoping fer-
vently that James had missed it all. Yeah right!
Never one to miss a
snapping moment, he
had already assumed
the position and was
happily clicking away
(see the end of year
pictures for the results).

Once the bike had been
hauled out of its ever-so-near-
ly-final resting place, James
noticed another TBM first -

a bent choke lever! Sorry
Geraint.

Best in Show

Fortunately, the only other

tumble I took that lap was

near the end, on a climb

that before I had just sailed up. However,

because this time I took it slower, and as the
62 TEM

hill was muddy
and littered with
cut branches, it
became quite tech-
nical and I subse-
quently dropped
the TTR. Another
lesson well learnt
then.

Gunning it
back to the finish,
a quick glance at
my watch showed
that there was
just enough time
to squeak in the
third and final
half lap. Sadly, it
wasn't to be as
the gate onto the course had been closed early
due to the dwindling daylight.

Even though I was really disappointed at not
getting the chance to go out again, I had to agree
with James it was for the best, as by the time we
had got back to the van and changed, it was
almost dark.

So, imagine my disbelief, shock and delight at
being told I had, in fact, scooped the 'Best Lady'
award! I knew I had given it my all, but never
thought I would have a cat in hell's chance of
actually winning anything - just finishing in one
piece was prize enough for me. To be fair, the
other five lady competitors all did really well,
especially Anita Bowden on her Pampera - the
one and the same gurlie who thwarted my first
special stage so expertly!

However, | took away a lot more than just a
swollen head and bruises from the Hafren. I'm
now not afraid of tackling different types
of terrain, and more importantly, have
some idea of how to do it, as well
as how definitely not to! All I
can say is - next year... watch

out boys. Competition? This
girl’s hooked...

Special thanks to: Geraint
Jones and the rest of the Jones
clan for their help at extremely
short notice; to all at the
Hafren Dirt Bike Club for
a thoroughly enjoyable
event, and to my fellow
competitors - many of

whom stopped to help

a damsel in distress.
Finally, thanks to James
for being abused all day!
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Si Melber:
CrashTest Dummies

"You'd have thought that three wheels would
have been so much more stable than two.'
That was the thought somersaulting through
my brain at precisely the same time my
body was performing much the same task -
albeit rather more involuntarily. It was
October and the enduro sidecar I'd been
riding during a rare outing on three wheels
had just executed a perfect forward roll.

Readers occasionally ask us why we don't
feature more sidecars in TBM? Hold on,
let me just think about that one for
a second. At this point I'd really
like to say a big ‘Sorry’ to my
passenger Adie Sarfas who, like
me, ended up trapped beneath
the outfit, but who (unlike me)
was supporting the full weight
of it on his hand. I'd have liked
to have said as much at the time,
but frankly I was too busy laughing.

Sorry, Adie. I really am.

I'had reason to feel sorry for myself
during our Husaberg 450 test back at the
beginning of the year. On the way out of
a ridiculously slippery corner, I gassed up
the Berg and lost the back end which slid
out then gripped in the classic high-side.
Being flicked feet-first out of the saddle
and up into the air wasn't anywhere near
as painful as landmg nut




Left: Remember we told you how
easy Honda's CRF250X was to
ride...

Below: Take one CRF450 with an
auto-clutch, add an incompetent
test rider and what have you
got..?

the turn, the all-wheel-drive machine
hooked up slightly quicker than I'd
expected (!) and shot directly across
~ his path onto the inside line
It must have been like riding straight
into a high kerb for him. The second
Jonty's front wheel touched my rear
wheel it stopped turning. Instantly.
The resulting forward momentum

‘Unless I'm very much
mistaken | think that's
a fine example of a rare
Saddleback worm. |
think I'll save that for
my lunch...’

suddenly became rotational momentum,
hurling the hapless hack up and over

the bars just as surely as if someone had
poked a big stick through his spokes. It
probably wouldn't have been so bad had

it not been for the fact that Jonty was still
recovering from an earlier illness, and had
been advised to 'take things easy'. Needless
to say I had to take the subsequent rap
from Jonty's mum...

Perhaps the only other TBM contributor
as unlucky as Jonty this year was our
capricious columnist Mark Williams
who bizarrely enough managed to get a
puncture during every single one of his
numerous outings whilst Doing the
Rounds up and down the country.

Well... every outing except his most
recent (detailed in this issue), where he
got no less than three punctures, including
one in his car. Don't waste your money
doing the Lottery, eh Mark?

Back at TBM Towers things have
almost as eventful with new hacket
joining the TBM Wrecking Crew. I'd like to
say that we're proud to be breaking new
ground employing a female dirt bike tester,
but in fact not that much has changed - she
crashes just as hard and often as the boys -
she just looks a whole lot better doing it.

y bike of the year? Could've been
Honda's brilliant new CRF250X, or Husky's
gorgeous (but ultimately pointless) TE510

After impaling the editorial ‘plums’ on the
Berg’s bar-end

it wasn't so much a matter of
rubbing-'em as counting-'em...




Centennial, but in fact I've chosen Yamaha's
audacious WR450F 2-Trac. No other
manufacturer gets cl In launching the
world's first production rt bike,
Yamaha not only debuted a new model,
but.a whole new ge Congratulations

m for having the balls to'do it.

And just to show that I'm even-handed
with my. praise and criticism, Yamaha also
scoop our award for Lemon of the Year with
their XT660R. Obviously the styling budget
had already been spent developing the
2-Trac. What were they thinking of?

I'll finish by saying a big THANKS to you
guys and girls for sticking with us this year,
and over the coming 12 months we promise
to bring you even more of the stuff you've
(hopefully) enjoyed reading about in these
pages. One thing you can be sure of is that
TBM will continue to be independent,
fair-minded, and bullshxt-free. Now that's
something #o other dirt bike magazine
can promise you... SM

James Barnicoat:
Calamity James
strikes again...

2004 got off to a slightly faltering start

for this particular member of the TBM
Wrecking Crew. For we'd only just put
the finishing totiches to the 2003 End of
Year Crash-fest when I thought I'd borrow
the Ed’s prized Yamaha WR-250Z for a
recreational ride at a local hare ‘n’ hounds.
Nothing tricky, just.a twisty.course'across
some greasy grassland. Unfortunately,

on my second lap things all went a little
pear-shaped, and the end result was that
the Ed’s favourite bike ended up... well,
kifida banana-shaped!

One second all was well, the next 1 was
sliding alongthe track on my front, to'the
horrifying soundtrack of a two-stroke 250
cart-wheeling alongside me. Still sliding,
Ilooked over to see the Yam shedding
panels left, right; and centre. Uh-oh:

Despite initial,‘adrenaliné-fuelled
protestationsithat I'was ‘just a little.wmded’
and would ‘carry-on after a bit of a‘rest
the marshals insisted [ visited the St John's:
And I'miglad they did, as a later visi

ualty revealed a broken wrist, a couple
of cracked ribs and a spot of concussion.

Still;1 got off lightly compared to the
unfortunate Husky rider who'later crashed
at thewery same spot and endediup with
two spiral fractures. One in each leg. Ouch:

Qf course, that wasn't all of the year’s

crashing out of the way. Notable “offs




The RM-Z250 ‘coughed at
the wrong moment’ claimed
deputy-Ed James. Yeah righf”

include forward-rolling an EC250 down a six-foot
Welsh rock-step and landing on the TBM camera
gear that was strapped to my back; performing

a flying-W over a bank “aboard’ the WR450F
during our Maico v Yamaha test and then later
on, trapping an already injured hand between a
rock and a hard place. And then of course there
were the many mid-special test crashes on the
Welsh Two-Day which proved that the WR250F
was tougher than a Welsh pine!

Interspersed with these crashes, there’s been
some great riding. The CRF-X launch in northern
Spain combined technical rocks with fast and
flowing trails and was simply awesome. July’s
launch of the ‘05 KTMs also proved to be great
70 TBM

fun, with a fantastic course marked
through the Italian countryside. And
closer to home, riding CRF230s with
Crasher Cornish and the guys from
West Country Trail Tours was quite a
hoot. What’s more, having purchased
TBM contributo d now Aussie-
bound explorer, Clive Garnham’s old
Montesa 315R trialler, there’ve been
many enjoyable outings clambering
over fallen tree trunks and up very
slippery slopes. All new to me.

Of course, it hasn’t all been beer
and skittles. There was our test of the
waterproof riding gear back in issue
102, when I stood out in the TBM yard
on a cold winter’s eve, whilst the
editor sprayed me with the jetwash!

And, of course, who could forget
about TBM's latest project bike, the ‘Ch
Speed” Cagiva WMX500? Er, I could, as the big
stroker still hasn’t turned a wheel, having become
an integral part of the largest spiderweb you've
ever seen at the back of the TBM shed.

But enough of this waffle, it’s time for the
biggest, most prestigious award in the dirtbike
industry, an accolade so huge that no plastic
trophy of a wheelying 70s Greeves scrambler
can do it justice - it’s ‘Barni’s Bike of the Year’.

In 2003 a ‘70s Montesa scooped the win, being
joined on the podium by the ‘04 KTM 250EXC
two-stroke and our aforemen
This year my top three is more conventional (j
a little, mind), though it’s worth mentioning a

This pic: The poor

old Berg 450 bites
the dust once again...
Right: That'll be the
2005 KTMs then...

few bikes which didn’t quite make the podium.

First off, Honda’s new CRF250X. So easy to ride quick, such
a great looking bike, it’s just a shame that we keep hearing
nasty things about their valves. Sherco’s 4.5i, or at least the
pre-production bike I rode back at the start of the year, also
deserves a mention for being a great clubman 450. But Il
reserve further judgement till we get a test of a production
bike. Reader Mark Hollis’ CRF450R is certainly worthy of a
sentence or two her w, as standard the big MXer makes a
pretty lousy enduro bike (it’s way too feisty) but Mark’s bike
was fitted with a Rekluse semi-auto clutch and a bar-mounted
rear brake. And around our test track this made it so much fun
I really didn’t want to give it back!

But, I digress. So on to the top three. Once again, the KTM
250EXC stroker (‘05 model) places third. I'd rather it were a
little bit more stable, and the brakes were Nissins rather than
Brembos, but other than that I really can’t fault it. A great bike.

Rather than keeping you in suspense, at this point I'm going
to cop-out and announce joint winners ‘cos I couldn’t decide
between them. So step forward Gareth Jones” beautiful 1981
Maico 400 Mega 2 together with the KTM 950 Adventure.

The Maico gets the nod on so many levels it’s hard to know
where to start. Its a big two-stroke, and if you hadn’t already
guessed, I kinda like that. It's great to ride and sounds awe-
some. And above all, it’s very, very cool.

The V-twin Katosh is obviously hugely different, but again
has so much going for it. There aren’t many bikes out there
that’ll get you down to the Alps at breakneck speed, and
then allow you to wave at mountain bikers as you pass them
on a tricky loose-rock descent. And it looks gorgeous, too.

In fact, if I didn’t have to shell out on parts for Si’s trashed
Yamaha I'd probably go out ¢ buy a 950 myself. Ah, yes,
the WR, I'd forgotten about that. It's only been a year since
[ trashed it, suppose I'd better hurry up and fix it... JB
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Mel Falconer:
Dirt Doyenne

Six months into my TBM tenure and I've already
learnt a hell of a lot, including one thing in partic-
ular - behind every great man there lies a great
woman, as I'm sure the Ed will concur. Or... one
in front of him, if he’s not careful!

Joking aside, it’s been one helluva’ ride so far.
Despite being pushed into the dirtbike deep-end
I think I've managed to doggy-paddle around
fairly convincingly. And if the editor thought that
by taking on a gurlie tester he would be able to
reduce his repair bills, well, let’s just say that he's
been on a steep learning curve as well.

From wobbly beginnings aboard the Wingco's
trusty trials bike to hustling my way around the
Hafren on a TTR250, I've really come to appreci-
ate just how much fun getting down and dirty
can be.

Easily my best moment so far this year was
losing my competition virginity in the Hafren
Rally. Managing to achieve the ‘Best Lady’
accolade was an unexpected, but very welcome
bonus... leaving me definitely wanting more.

But nobody can be more surprised (and
chuffed) than me about the progress I've made in
such a short space of time, and for that the credit
has to go to my partners in grime, Si and James.
Thanks guys. MF

Jonty Edmunds:
Look Back in Anger

‘Sorry Geraint...'

2004. Thank god that one’s behind me. I know
that the annual end-of-season TBM look-back is
supposed to be a light-hearted commentary about
the year that’s all-but finished, but I for one am
truly glad that 2005 is almost here. Not because

I haven’t enjoyed riding, writing about or photo-

graphing enduro bikes the world over. Far from
it, it's just that this year’s travel and testing was
somewhat curtailed after I managed to pick up
some unwanted Brazilian bacteria while covering
the 78th ISDE in Brazil for this very magazine at
the tail end

# < Inset: In ter years of testing ;

we've ever managed fo.
bend a-ehoke knob b




And before you ask. No there wasn’t a woman
involved. I'd figured I'd simply been overdoing
things, but then the doctors thought I'd had a
stroke, and then later that I had an infection of
the brain lining. Starting the new year with a
month-and-a-day in hospital is something I hope
never to repeat.

The highlight of the sporting year for me was
seeing Knighter re-establish himself as one of
the world’s best during the course of the season.
With no factory backing, it was great to see him
(supported every step of the way by the British
based D3-Racing team), place at the sharp end
of the WEC from start to finish.

Which was the best race of ‘04? The inaugural The Green, Cheriton, Nr. Winchester, Hants S024 0QA. Tel 01962 771122
Hell’s Gate event in [tal\ Dominated by Knighter,

e
it showed that with vision, a sizeable amount of HHSKY WWW.hUSkyspOI't.CO.Uk
funding and a great venue, a new-from-the- . . »
.“-',mumiup mcjcan work. The worst? Without A= for details of new and used blkes’ accessories and dealers
question the ISDE in Poland. Any event in which
a competitor is killed is always a sad one. One B Here at Husky Sport we set ourselves up to supply and
in which a rider, as well as an outrider and two ' Bt support our customers with everything they need to get off
members of the public are killed is a tragic one. . road racing or road/trail riding. Whether you are competing
I'hope I never attend anything like it again. > ' at World championship level or out trail riding on a Sunday

Internationally, Juha Salminen has been the - - ‘ we have a suitable product for you.
rider that has once again impressed me most. | : N\ .

Performing at speeds approaching those not
even the Purple Helmets can achieve, Juha again
proved himself as the best enduro rider in the
world. His switch to the US GNCC series is a
huge loss to the WEC.

Of the bikes I've ridden this season, Yamaha'’s
2-Trac has been without doubt the most entertain-

il?g Even if getting taken out by the Ed while See us and our ’05 models at

g to capture a ‘cover shot’ certainly wasn’t!

\nd finally, seeing Juha and Gio Sala treated to both the Off road blke Shows
a very private lapdance in front of around 15000

people at the final round of the WEC in Germany '05 MODELS: WRE125, WR125, WR250, TE250, TE450, TE510, CR125, CR250, TC250, TC450 & TC510

v v

is a sight that is still waking me at night. Having

fought for position at the front of the stage in -~ A~ Aih 4 Off?ré

order to photograph the 2004 WEC class winners, N IING il I,aSt ASIIAIG Hus varna
[ got closer than any man should ever get to a =y 04 models q

second-hand looking, German stripper. I guess
‘04 wasn’t all bad! JE
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I:ambr_ an Rallg since the event started in
1994. He returned for the 10th anniversary
edition, riding a BMW R1150GS...

erry
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and heavier monster trailies, while the average
entrant seemed to be opting for lighter and more
capable enduro machinery.

This year I could hardly believe my eyes as
competitor after competitor rolled into the
Llandovery Rugby club car park on R1150GSs -
seven of us in all, plus seven more on the older
‘airhead” BMW boxers. There were also five of the
new KTM 950 V-twins, two Cagiva Elefants a pair
of Africa Twins, a Super Tenere, and a rare Honda
XLV750 shaftie. That's 24 twins in all, plus a good
selection of big single Teneres, KTM Adventures,
Dominators, KLX650s and the like. No less than
43 of the 72 entries in the trail bike class were
over 600cc, nearly a third of the 150-odd total.

Mid Wales Monsoon

Fortunately the temperature was fairly mild, but
boy did it rain! As 2003 winner Katrina Price was
flagged away from the Rugby club gates at 11am
on Saturday morning, the rain was coming down
in stair rods and it was still lashing down when
myself and my sparring partners Pat and Digger
were flagged away nearly an hour later, bringing
up the rear. In fact the rain hardly let up all day.

Bob Perring had warned us that the most
testing part of the course would be the first few
off-road miles in the Crychan forest, and so it
proved. Fortunately the steep single track path
was downhill and then flat, although full of
whoops from a previous enduro - little did I
know that we’d be routed back up it at the end
of the day! By the time I'd got to the end of the
whoops my goggles were steamed up and use-
less, but from a machine-handling point of view
the worst was over.

Although there were some tricky sections over
cut branches soon after, it was the road book nav-
igation that most people struggled with. The lack
of orange arrows (combined with the torrential
rain) sure as hell kept people’s speeds down in
the liaison sections this year!
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By the time we got to the first special stage,
just off the A483, I was more than a little soggy
and glad I'd brought a change of gloves. At least
a dozen riders joined the queue behind us after
getting lost in the forest, as we waited for our
turn to ride the short but sweet 2.5 mile car rally
stage at Esgair Dafydd which was used as a grav-
el hill climb in the 1980s TV show ‘Rally Sprint’.

For the first time, the Cambrian “specials’ were
started with automatic ‘traffic lights” combined
with electronic timing. I nearly went straight on
at the first corner due to poor visibility and
decided it was safer to ride without eye protec-
tion than to risk going off the edge of a mountain!

Most of the going was on fire roads of one sort
or another, but there were a couple of little excur-
sions into the forest to make things more ‘inter-
esting” and a couple of challenging hills, especial-
ly for those of us on ‘big uns’. After a scenic ride
on the narrow tarmac road around the Llyn
Briane reservoir we eventually came to the sec-
ond special stage. Running down the fire roads of
Nant-yr-hwch, it was no less than ten miles long,
by far the longest ‘special” ever set in the
Cambrian. And it proved quite eventful for me...

Battle of the Big ‘Uns

I nearly crashed within a few hundred yards

of the start when I got the big Beemer horribly
sideways across the central camber of the track.

I was actually bracing myself for a big ‘off” when
it somehow sorted itself out again. The next thing
I knew Andy Cadney was showing me the wheel
of his Cagiva ‘Rogue’ Elefant, despite having
crashed - jamming his bike in third gear!

Shortly after, there was a sharp right turn at a
pile of logs and Andy came within inches of my
back wheel completely sideways, before over-
shooting the turn. I increased my speed in a des-
perate attempt to keep him at bay, but a couple of
miles later he swept passed with impressive ease
in quite a tricky two-track section.

We heard that Noel Fletcher had had a big ‘off”
on his very special lightweight GS when he hit a
log while overtaking a slower rider. He eventual-
ly managed to ride out, but was too battered and
bruised to return to the fray on Sunday - a shame
because he’d been fastest twin and second fastest
trailbike in the first special!

Wet, wet, wet

It was 3pm by the time we got to the ‘lunch stop’
in the forest near Abergwesyn and I have not
been so wet and miserable on a motorcycle for
many a long year. I was absolutely soaked to the
skin. With the special stages over for the day,
quite a few ‘wusses’ called it a day and rode
straight back to Llandovery.
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I was tempted to
do the same myself
until I caught up with
Richard Ireland on his
immaculate R1150GS,
who was game to go
back in the forest. To
cut a long story short,
we met several people
going the wrong way
down a fire road,
picked up several lost
stragglers, missed a
turn ourselves, but
eventually got back
to the dreaded enduro
whoops that had
started the off-road
day, only to be con-
fronted by a queue of
riders at the bottom of
the final hill. Turned
out that the torrents of
flood water had taken
several inches out of
the bottom of a gully,
and it was getting
deeper and narrower
by the second. When we first arrived we just
managed to get an 1150 through it with a lot of
shoving and heaving but within minutes the
gully had got so narrow that you couldn’t even
fit an XR400 through. There was an alternative
route, about four inches wide, up on the bank
alongside, which required squeezing past a tree,
but that didn’t seem very sensible with a quarter
tonne of 1150. There was nothing for it but to turn
back, ride the bloody whoops for the third time,
and follow a marshall out of the forest on a fire
road. Even the A483 back to Llandovery was
flooded in places.

Another Day
Sunday dawned bright and sunny, thank God.
The route was essentially the same as Saturday,
except that the narrow-slotted gully had been cut
out, and a parallel track down to the whoops sub-
stituted, which was far from easy, even downhill.
Pat dropped his 950 trying to get it over the log at
the top and a guy on an enduro bike fell off right
in front of me half way down. Like everyone else,
I went a bit quicker on the first special than the
day before, but lost several seconds when I over-
shot the final corner - curses!

I also had an embarrassing ‘paddle” at the top
of the big climb, having ‘cleaned’ it in the rain
the day before; the surface had deteriorated, but
what really put me off was Pat standing at the

top with his bloody camera. The descent down
the other side was pretty damn tricky too,
although we all managed to stay shiny side up.
The start of the long second special was held
up while the ambulance carted someone off to
hospital (fortunately not serious), and the early
part of the special stage was enlivened for me by
catching the irrepressibly cheerful Fiona Moran,
who’d ridden her ‘bag of nails’ CRM into the
gully alongside the track, but still had a big smile
on her face. A few miles further on I had a big
moment of my own when I got the 1150 in a full-
lock broadside for several seconds approaching a

tight left hander.
Fortunately I managed
not stay upright and on
the fire road, unlike many
other riders whose skid
marks led straight into
the shrubbery.

I was going faster
than I had in the rain
the day before, but not
fast enough, because an
Akrapovic was soon bel-
lowing in my lug’oles
and Keenan and his KTM
made a clean pass on me
as we came out of a slow
corner with four miles
still to go. Curses!

Back at the lunch stop,
another superfast GS
rider, Phil Colclough
was trying to get his bent
rear shock to unspring itself from “full bump’. He
managed to limp back to Llandovery and take the
best multi-cylinder award, and fourth trailbike.

We chewed the fat at the burger bar with
Elefant riders Andy Cadney and John Monger,
discovering that both their machines are much
improved from standard, but that Andy was still
stuck in third gear from his crash the day before.
It didn’t stop him taking best 901-1100cc, and
15th, while John got best Service Rider in 26th.

The ride back through the forest was unevent-
ful, apart from the fact that the heavens opened
once again, but this time we didn’t take any
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wrong turns. We were glad that common sense
had prevailed so that those of us on ‘big uns’
were able to by-pass the two worst climbs.

Women rule, OK?

When the results came through it was no great
surprise to discover that Queen Katrina Price had
once again wiped the floor with all us feeble men
on her humble Honda CRM250.

[ hope she won’t mind me mentioning that
she’s nearly 40 now, but doesn’t seem to be slow-
ing down at all. She beat best Sports class rider
Brian Eland and his KTM 400 by over half a
minute. Okay, she knows those Welsh forests like
the back of her hand, but it’s still a mighty
impressive achievement. Chris Pascoe took run-
ner-up and the John Deacon Memorial Award on
his KTM 950, while Colin Newman took third
trailbike and best over 40 on his Gas Gas 400.

Also over 40 and still not slowing down, Gill
Myers, beat 90percent of the blokes to take “Best
Lady’ in sixth - having swapped her faithful
XT350 for a TTR250. Just behind her Phil Gunn
took best 701-900cc on his GS80 twin, helped by
the addition of a front end off a KTM LC4 -
‘Never had brakes like it on a BMW before!’

Laurence Leahy made me look pretty damn
slow with his times on his R1150GS, taking best
over 1100cc and 16th place, just behind Andy
Cadney’s Cagiva. Bob “Robocop’ Broom humiliat-
ed a shedful of riders half his age by taking 29th
and best over 60 trailbike on his KTM 450. Fellow
60-something John Hall was even faster on his
525EXC in the Sports class, while 50-something
Smiler Hutson was positively blistering on his
Gas Gas 450, beaten only by Brian Eland and
sportsbike runner-up Michael Purvis. Best over
80 TEM

40 Mike Wadkins was only just behind in fourth.
In fact the Cambrian Rally is a great demon-
stration that dirt riding keeps you young, with no
less than 24 riders past their half century and 60

riders over 40, most of whom finished.

Nearly last, but by no means least, Globe-trot-
ting Tiffany Coates took a well-deserved ‘Spirit
of the Cambrian Rally” award. Although she’d
ridden her BMW to Australia and back via South
Africa, she had never done any form of competi-
tion before the Cambrian. She rode her monster-
mileage R80GS up from Land’s End in pouring
rain on Friday night, wisely changed the tyres,
did the event without major mishap, (but was
handicapped by a horrendously stiff throttle for

at your local dealer now
call 0845 450 1448 for your free brochure
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ENDURO RIDERS RULE THE ROOST AT THE
INAUGURAL MOTO 1 EVENT DESIGNED
T0 FIND BRITAIN'S BEST ALL-ROUND

MOTORCYCLE SPORTS STAR. AND TBM
WAS THERE TO RECORD IT AL
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ho is Britain’s best

all-round motorcycle

racer? It’s a question
often discussed but rarely
settled. Would, for instance a
road racer beat an enduro rider,
or could a trials rider beat an
MX racer at various different
biking disciplines?

Well now we know, and it
probably won’t come as any
great surprise to hear who it
is - Manxman, David Knight.
World Enduro 2 Championship
runner-up, 2004 Overall British
Enduro Champion, European

Supermoto Championship
points scorer, three times
Weston Beach Race winner,
British Motocross Champion-
ship points scorer, former trials
rider, TBM columnist and all-
round bike nut. Yes, Knighter
is officially ‘Britain’s ultimate
motorcycling sports star’.
How do we know? Because
he comfortably topped the
inaugural Moto 1 event staged
at Donington Park in late
October, an event designed
to establish once and for all,
Britain’s best biking bulldog.

SONNWOE ALNOr ‘S3aINLDId 3 SCa0M

The concept behind the Moto
1 event was simple: take 24 of
the country’s top bike racers,
bring them together at an
appropriate venue and let
them compete in four different
motorcycling disciplines to
determine who's the best
all-rounder. With riders
representing road racing,
motocross, trials, enduro,
supermoto and a stunt rider
thrown in for good measure,
a weekend long programme
of events all within the grounds
of the historic Donington Park

Billy MacKenzie on the gas in the
trials event...

facility in Derbyshire promised
plenty of action.

From road racing there was
the brat pack of Kieran Clarke,
Karl Harris, Craig Jones, Dean
Ellison, Jon Kirkam, Stuart
Easton, Michael Laverty and
Tom Sykes. With many having
graduated from a schoolboy
motocross background, the
likes of Clarke and Laverty, and
especially Harris, were expect-
ed to be fairly handy at more
than a couple of the disciplines.

With road racers making up
the majority of the competitors
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Ady Smith floating high above the MX track...

ADY SMITH: ‘I'VE REALLY ENJOYED IT THIS WEEKEND. IT’S A DREAM
COME TRUE TO COMPETE IN AN EVENT LIKE THIS FOR ME BECAUSE
| CAN REMEMBER THE ORIGINAL SUPERBIKE SIX EVENT.'

(the event was marketed
towards attracting road race
fans) the next biggest group

of riders was the enduro clan.
Headed by pre-event favourite
David Knight, his brother Juan,
his D3-Racing KTM team-mate
Edward Jones, Wayne Bray-
brook and (latterly supermoto
star) Ady Smith, the strength of
those representing the enduro
world was impressive.

Sherco stars Graham Jarvis
and Sam Connor represented
the sport of trials, while David
Tougher and Leighton Haigh
84 TEBM

(as well as Ady Smith) flew
the flag for supermoto. MX
riders Billy MacKenzie, David
Campbell and the Smyth
brothers Jody and Danny
were joined by stunt rider
Craig Jones, as well as the
event’s one and only female
competitor road racer Anita
Doran and 59-year-old Scottish
all-rounder Vic Allan.

With all riders competing
in a trial, a motocross race, a
supermoto event and finally
a road race on both days, day
one got off to a decidedly wet

and gloomy start. With the
trials starting at 8:30 it was
obvious within only a few
metres of the first of the ten
sections that the void between
those riders who had ridden
trials and those that hadn’t

was enormous. The sections
were relatively straightforward,
but overnight rain meant that
crashes were plentiful. Despite
the observers being fairly

lenient towards the trials first
timers, well over half the field
made the sections look all but
impossible. Sam Connor and
Graham Jarvis however made
them look extremely easy.
What was also noticeable
was the fact that not only did
the non-trials riders have little
clue what to do in the sections,
they had little clue what to do
full stop! Unaware that they

Knighter tpok the
MX win on day one in horren-
dous conditions...

needed to catch the observers’

eye, or wait for him or her to
raise their arm, before entering
the section, many of the earlier
numbered riders rode straight
into and out of the sections
forgetting to get their penalty
cards stamped. With the ‘pros’
walking the sections and
moving rocks, tree roots and
the like with their boots before
getting anywhere near their
bikes, those that knew what
they were doing were impres-
sive to watch, but they weren’t
half as entertaining as those
that had no clue.

As expected it was Connor

DAVID KNIGHT: 'IT’S BEEN AN INCREDIBLE WEEKEND -
I'VE HAD SO MUCH FUN. GETTING TO NOT ONLY

RIDE AGAINST, BUT ALSO SPEND THE WEEKEND

WITH, SOME OF THE BIGGEST NAMES FROM OTHER
MOTORCYCLING DISCIPLINES HAS BEEN GREAT. I'M
ALREADY LOOKING FORWARD TO NEXT YEAR'S EVENT.’

and Jarvis that dominated
the trial on day one with
Braybrook, cheered on every
step of the way by his support
crew - the Montesa Mafia -
who claimed third, while David
Knight claimed fourth ahead
of brother Juan and Ady Smith.
One event down and the
enduro riders were already
showing their strengths.

From the wet, muddy
and extremely slippery trial,
the event moved onto a wet,
muddy and extremely slippery
motocross which amazingly
saw Knighter claim the win
ahead of MX regular Danny
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Trials rider Graham Jarvis gets
fo grips with.a big Husky in the
SM race...

Smyth with Ady Smith finish-
ing third. With the track being
just under one-minute long,
the action during the race was
non-stop, and the horrendously

muddy tions meant that it
really suited the enduro riders.
Gating well, Knighter hit the
front early on to move to the
top of the overall results where
he would stay for the rest of
the competition. Behind him
GP motocross rider Billy
MacKenzie fell in the first
corner and was then lapped

by Knighter - while none of
the road racers scored any
points. One of the most impres-
sive results was that of trials
rider Sam Connor. Clearly not
a regular motocross rider, but
having done a certain amount
of ‘scrambling’ over the years,
Sam proved that he’d make

a damn good enduro rider as
he mixed it with BEC front
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runners Braybrook and Ed
Jones for much of the race.
Starting the event as
favourite for good reason,
Knighter began the day’s third
discipline - the supermoto -

keen to extend his lead. And

he did. With the course again
being just under one-minute
long, the mix of tarmac, dirt

and gravel provided exciting
racing with Honda rider

Leighton Haigh claiming

the win aboard his own race
bike just ahead of Ady and
David Knight. Motocross rider
David Campbell placed fourth
while supermoto rider David
Tougher claimed fifth with
Braybrook sixth.

The road race event was a
case of do unto others, as they
have done unto you. In other
words the road race regulars
made the rest of the field,
with the exception of Leighton
Haigh, look like complete
amateurs. Which of course
most of them were. Just like
the trials, the difference
between those accustomed to
getting their knee down and
those who weren’t, was huge.

With 19-year-old British
Supersport Championship
runner Tom Sykes topping the
event ahead of the rest of the
road racers, Tougher was the

best of the non road racers
finishing ahead of Smithy,
Haigh, Knighter and
Braybrook. All the off-road
riders claimed to have enjoyed
the thrill of riding at speeds
way above those they’re used
to. And by managing to score
points in each of the four

way too difficult for the rest.
With Graham Jarvis moving
ahead of Sherco team-mate Sam
Connor as the pair managed to
collectively put their feet down
fewer times that most other

riders did simply getting to

the first section, Knighter
claimed third ahead of Smithy -

WAYNE BRAYBROOK: ‘THE WHOLE EVENT HAS BEEN SUPERB.
IT NEEDS TO CONTINUE AND GROW AND TRY AND ATTRACT SOME MORE
HIGH PROFILE RIDERS. IF IT DOES IT’LL BECOME A HUGE END-OF-YEAR

SPECTACU

disciplines, Knighter, Smithy
and Braybrook sat at the top
of the results with day two
still to come.

Thankfully, the weather
improved for the second day’s
competition and with some
of the sections having been
altered they were again simply
too easy for the trials riders and

, I'M SURE OF THAT.

stretching his lead at the top
of the overall classification.
By this stage, Knighter was
tarting to think about
the win, and more importantly
the six grand on offer to the
winning rider.
With the motocross track
drier than on day one, but still
xtremely slippery, most knew
TEM 87
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Sam Connor showed that
he’s no slouch on an MX
bike... *

-

Juan Knight flying high...

that only a mechanical problem
would rob David of the win.
Thrashing a 125cc KTM to
within an inch of its life, David
again produced another solid
result, placing as runner-up
behind David Campbell.

With Smithy coming home
third, Knighter’s victory

was almost secured with two
more disciplines still to go!
Only needing to finish ahead
of Ady in the supermoto event,
Knighter out-qualified him
and came home second to
Leighton Haigh to claim

the title of Moto 1 champion
2004. With Smithy following
him home in third, Wayne
Braybrook importantly placed
ahead of Scott Campbell with
Tougher dropping one position
from his day one result to
finish sixth.
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With Knighter crowned
champion, and Smithy all
but assured second, the
third place position between
Braybrook, Campbell and
Leighton Haigh was still to be
decided. Campbell had closed
right up to Braybrook after
he topped the motocross and
Wayne managed to finish
seventh, so the road race
result was an important one
for both. Claiming three points
for finishing 13th, Wayne
grabbed the final rostrum
position after Campbell failed
to score any points. Despite
Haigh finishing two places
ahead of Braybrook, it wasn't
enough to affect his final result
and he finally finished fifth
overall, having only failed
to score points in one of the
eight events.

But at the top of the results
it was enduro riders Knighter,
Smithy and Braybrook who had
proved themselves as the best
performers in the competition.
And despite the fact that a few
well-known stars weren’t com-
peting, Knighter proved to all
that he’s Britain’s ultimate bike
racer. Something that most of
us knew already!

OVERALL MOTO 1RESULTS omrs)

LB DAVID KNIGHT 121
‘8 ADY SMITH 96
3 WAYNE BRAYBROOK 77
L3 DAVID CAMPBELL 75
L0 LEIGHTON HAIGH 70
J TOM SYKES
A SAM CONNOR 61
3 GRAHAM JARVIS 60
LI JUAN KNIGHT 59
[['} DANNY SMYTH 51

* Jingle bells, jingle bells, enduros’ all the way,
Oh what fun it is to ride your RAS bike on Boxing Day "

Sing this jingle to us, to receive 5% OFF all riding gear. Offer ends 2004

e—

MICHELIN S12 & ACT0
Road legal MX tyres 1 Front +
2 Rear for £135.00 inc P+P

SSCONA

OFFICIAL DEALER

05 250cc 2 stroke
& 175cc 4 stroke
in stock

The New 2005 Gas Gas Enduro’s Orders Taken Now!!

4 R ‘C’N‘G

all clothing, helmets
and boots with the [}
urchase of any bike |

new or pre-loved

Gas Gas Motos are introducing the new 2005 enduro bikes with 2-stroke engines
in the 125, 200, 250 and 300cc Enducross (EC) models.




6TH BARCELONA INDOOR ENDURO
PALAU SANT JORDI, BARGELONA,
16 OCTOBER

t was all change this year at the annual end-of-
Barcelona International Indoor Enduro.

For the past five years, the racing has been
split two ways, with riders working their way
through heats, semi finals and a last-chance
qualifier (LCQ) before arriving at either a
four-stroke or a two-stroke final.

This year, things were very different. The
event organisers decided to adopt the WEC's
three classes (Endurol, Enduro 2 and Enduro 3),
with the invited stars racing in four straight finals
to determine the class winners, with a Super
final still bringing the proceedings to a close.

While many were a little sceptical about the
changes, the four three-lap races provided every
bit as much excitement as in previous years -
and more crashes than ever. With the track
having been made a little easier and notably
faster, the gathering of the world’s best endu
riders saw Italian Simone Albergoni top the E1
class, Finn Juha Salminen the E2 category while
fellow Finn Mika Ahola claimed a surprise
victory in the

Above:Albergoni
worked his little
four-stroke
Honda hard all
evening, ending
up with victory
in the E1 dlass.
Meanwhile
Botturi kept the
crowd amused

with his antics...

With Stefan Merriman, Anders Eriksson and
Marko Tarkkala the only named WEC riders not
competing, the entry list was as strong as ever.

ucing a ‘junior’ race for Spar young-
sters, it wasn’t only the home grown und
year-old riders that made things look di
Samuli Aro, Richard Larsson and even Britain’s
David Knight ended up on their ear at some
stage during the proceedings.

Enduro 1

With Stefan Merriman back home in Oz with
his partner Lexy as they await the imminent
arrival of their t child, the E1 class was
missing a little of its sparkle. So, taking over
the top spot was Simone Albergoni - the rider
who placed as runner-up to Merriman in the
E1 WEC class this year.

Also in the mix were Bartosz Oblucki (who
placed third in the E1 world championship),
plus TM’s Richard Larsson, KTM rider Petteri
Silvan and Italian Roberto Bazzurri.

Out of the ten riders in the E1 class two per-

formed head and shoulders better than the
rest - Albergoni and the veteran Italian Roberto
Bazzurri. Albergoni recorded the fastest qualify-
ing time of the class ahead of Bazzurri during
the pre-event timed practice session, and the
two Italians claimed a pair of race wins each.
With Albergoni winning the first two races and
Bazzurri claiming the last two, it meant although
they were tied on points at the end of the night’s
racing, the victory went to Albergoni.
KTM Racing rider Petteri Silvan got two
third-place finishes during the evening, therefore
claiming the overall E1 class third place spot
on his first visit to Barcelona. Finishing just one
point ahead of Bartosz Oblucki, the pair placed
ahead of home rider Cristabal Guerrero.
With the exception of Richard Larsson cart-
wheeling down the start straight during the
second E1 race of the night, the smallest of the
three capacity classes failed to provide as much
excitement as expected.
This could have been down to the fact that
the track wasn'’t quite as difficult as in previous
™T=M 91
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David Knight could only
manage second place -
beaten by Salminen in
the final...

years, so the class that is normally home to
crazed youngsters provided very steady,
predictable racing.

Enduro 2
With Juha Salminen deciding to ditch the 450cc
four-stroke on which he claimed yet another
world enduro title this season, the Finn was
competing aboard a 250cc two-stroke in readiness
for his attack on the US GNCC series next year.
As usual Juha was the man to beat, but Paul
Edmondson, Arnau Vilanova, Alessandro Botturi,
Petri Pohjamo and rally ace Cyril Despres were
all in it to win it. However, with Juha qualifying
a full three seconds faster than Cyril, it seemed
inevitable the Finn would claim yet another win.
But Salminen saw his event get off to the worst
possible start as he placed sixth in his first race.
With his front wheel washing out as he passed
through the water crossing, he re-mounted only
to find his front brake lever stuck-on t
a buckled handguard. Clearly flustered
whole experience, Juha's “off 1
one of the night as he went on to claim victory
in the second, third and fourth E2 races.
As victor of the first race, Paul Edmondson
shocked even himself as he gated well to take
a comfortable victory. Then placing first, fourth,
second and second again, Eddy finished just one
point behind Salminen and could have topped
92 TEM

Salminen was on
sparkling form...

the class if he had finished just one position
higher during his second race.

Burly Italian . andro Botturi placed third,
Spaniard Arnau Vilanova was in fourth and Cyril
Despres claimed fifth. As the rider that crashed
harder than any other 12 months ago, Cyril
seemed to not care that the start of the Dakar is

Eddy impressed everyone
with his technical riding...

g, (an event he starts as
favourite to win), and was up to his usual tricks
as he crashed, crashed and crashed some more.
If nothing else, Cyril proved once again that he
is certainly made of tough stuff - hopefully he
won't ride his rally bike in quite the same way
he does his 250cc KTM!

rapidly approaching

It wasn’t Frenchman
Cyril Despres” night.
The hardman of rallying
crashed his brains

out all evening...

Disappointingly, David Knight
failed to claim victory in the
Enduro 3 class, a result that
surprised most and annoyed

the Manxman. Fastest in timed
practice, Knighter had the rider
that beat him in the WEC - Samuli
Aro - to contend with, as well as
the likes of Ivan Cervantes and

Winning the first E3 race, Samuli
Aro then beat himself into the
Spanish track more times than he
can remember. Fast when upright,
he had two of the night’s biggest
crashes and was lucky not to have
left the stadium in an ambulance.
After finishing tenth in the second
race, second in the third and then
ninth in the last, Aro eventually
placed fifth overall.

Coming second to Aro in his first
race, Knighter then moved to the top spot in race
two and looked to have things under control -
until the third race that was. Getting a poor jump
out of the gate, he collided with a *..."kin Gas Gas
rider’ halfway down the start straight and round-
ed the first corner close to the rear of the field.

Then, making steady forward process, DK then
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Wildcard entry
Roberto Bazzuri
bagged second place
in the E1 dass...

got a little too impatient and, as he later admit-
ted, made a mess of things. Uncharacteristically,
he hit the deck midway through the race, which
saw him place eighth. Going on to top the final
E3 race of the night, David’s runner-up finish
did put him ahead of the likes of Cervantes and
the fast-starting Xavier Galindo, but just behind
Mika Ahola.

Ahola’s win was a surprise to many. Not a
rider thought of as a one-off event specialist,
and certainly not a competitor with a background
in trials, the Husqvarna pilot’s victory was due
to one thing - consistency.

Winning just one re the third, he placed
within the top three in each of the other races.

The Super Final

With the top three riders from each of the three
classes, and one rider from the LCQ, going

24 TEBM

through into the event’s Grand Finale, the four-
lap event provided a little less excitement than
in previous years, due to most riders being
extremely tired after their four class races.

Salminen gated well, with Knighter soon on
his tail, but knowing that getting too close to
a rider can be a dangerous thing when racing
indoors, David decided to hang back and wait
for a possible mistake from Juha.

[t didn’t come. Riding with a clear track ahead
of him, Juha simply did enough to win. Knighter
settled for second while Alessandro Botturi
claimed third, making it an all-KTM podium...

RESULTS

ENDURO 1 CLASS

[ SIMONE ALBERGONI  (HONDA) 1+1+2+8=10PTS

4 ROBERTO BAZZURRI  (HUSOVARNA) 5+3+1+1=10

k} PETTERI SILUAN (KTM) 3+4+5+3=15

ENDURO 2 CLASS

LN JUHA SALMINEN (KTM)
PAUL EDMONDSON  (HONDA)

k) ALESSANDRO BOTTURI (KTM)

ENDURO 3 CLASS

LNl MIKA RHOLA (HUSQUARNA) 3+2+1+2=8

4 DAVID KNIGHT (KTM) 2+1+8+1=12

k] IVAN CERVANTES (KT 6+4+3+3=16

SUPER FINAL

Ll JUHA SALMINEN (KTM)

t4 DAVID KNIGHT (KTM)

k3 ALESSANDRO BOTTURI (KTM)

6+1+1+1=9
1+4+2+3=10
3+8+3+2=186
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Covers from £74.95

SFB Racing, the most complete line of
engine covers available. CNC machined from
Billet 6061 alloy then hard anodised, give
strength & durability cast OEM/after market
covers can not. They fit perfectly, retaining all
factory fasteners, gaskets and/or O Rings. As
for the look, it doesn’t get any more factory
exatic than an SFB Racing engine cover.

Special applications include...
KTM 4 Stroke 8SX65 2 Piece Clutch Covers
and KXF/RMZ 2 Piece Oil/Water pump covers

Also from SFB Racing, a comprehensive
range of Precision Machined Stainless
Flywheel Weights. £79.95 - £99.95. AND...
Performance Billet Cylinder Heads featuring
interchangeable combustion chamber inserts
for all 65/85cc models. £129.95

14-_"5““’
RACIVG PARTS A T
X \
L
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ACD Racing Parts manufacture preciéion alloy
components for both Motocross and Enduro
Bikes, as well as CNC machined Billet
components, including: Rad braces, Bash plates,
Glide plates, Frame guards, Billet fuel caps, Rear
master cylinder guards etc...

BASH PLATES  GLIDE PLATES RADIATOR BRACES FRAME GUARDS
£54.95- £79.99 £36.00 - £47.50 £49.95 £37.95

=

M1 Jersey Lightweig

TC-100 synthetic

material, keeps you cool

in summer and dry in

winter. Raglan-style sleeves

for total freedom of

movement. Durabte knit cuffs\ 3
and trimmed with a v-neck
collar. Extra-long tail stays
tucked in. £29.50

red
-

¢ a\t
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M1 Jeans New poly/nylon —a
orand!

material’s “tight-weave”

construction provides high

strength and light weight. @

Sublimated stretch panels. Double

and triple stitched seams for

ultimate durability. Kevlar inner

knee panels. £89.95

Once again, Dirtbikestore are sole importer of...
ACD Racing, SFB Racing and Moose Clothing.
To view and purchase any of the full range visit
www.dirtbikestore.com or call for our new

‘05 Catalogue

Ltk = ,ﬁ\
i 5y Yasewsuw ROMVELO ,Er‘\
DirtBike\Forg '™

Trade enquiries welcome

ENQUIRIES 01278 424979 FREEORDERLINE 08000 718718 93-97 Bath Rd, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 4PN




|MOUNTAIN HIGH?

THE FAMOUS SCOTT TRIAL - ALWAYS TOUGH - WAS MADE EVEN
HARDER THIS YEAR BY A WATERLOGGED COURSE AND HAZARDOUS
SECTIONS. MIKE RAPLEY WAS THERE TO RECORD THE ACTION...

As ever the Scott lived up
to its fearsome reputation...

Pk

:30am Saturday, 23 October 2004: John

Fraser, clerk of the course for the Scott, the

world’s oldest time and observation trial
was looking worried: ‘We’ll have to put the start
time back half an hour’ he said. “There’s so much
water about, I just hope it doesn’t rain any more.
Anyway, how can I cancel now?” he said, looking
around the field where hundreds of riders, fol-
lowers, observers, marshals and spectators had
gathered for the start of the 2004 Scott Trial.

Without doubt, the Scott is the world’s tough-

est single day trial. For much of Thursday and
throughout all of Friday and the early hours of
Saturday morning, torrential rain had drenched
the north of England. The gently flowing becks
and gutters that normally hold barely a trickle,

Sl were in full flood, brown
vl waters were flowing off
the moor tops cascading
over rocks, washing
gravel down the roads
and lying in ever deep-
ening pools. The already
sodden landscape could
soak up no more.

Not a good day to
send 200 trials riders out
for a 75 mile, 76-section
time and observation
trial that on a dry, bright
sunny day is talked
about in awe for being
THE toughie of the year.

But the lads and their
followers were gather-
ing, many well prepared
for the ordeal that was
to follow, but equall
many ill-prepared for
the classic Scott. So the
Scott was on, half an
hour late maybe, but
definitely on.

Yet again the
Richmond Club’s trial
had attracted a full house entry of 200 enthusias-
tic riders and sharp on the dot of 9.30am Robert
Allinson led them away for the 90th anniversary
Scott Trial - for what was to prove to be one of
the toughest Scotts for many years.

Orgate, normally less than ten minutes from
the start is the first spectator and photographer’s
spot, but not this year. The river was simply
impassable and even the concreted crossing was
only just passable for the riders, so it was Cold
Knuckles where the first, few hard
gathered. This dank, dark gully is always horren-
dous, but this year was even worse, the huge
waterfall, normally barely damp, had six inches
of water cascading down it, and with anything
up to half a dozen riders all struggling at the

TEBM 97
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Graham Jarvis work$
his way towards another
outstanding:Seett victory...

same time to climb it, the backlog soon built up,
with frequently up to 60 riders waiting in the
choking gully for their turn at the steps.

Wlllmg spectators helped clear the hold-up
and the last starter, Roger Williams, was soon
up and away from the hazard, which was
still only 22 minutes after the start, but boy,
it had been hectic in there.

With the trial running in the opposite direction
to most years (it was nine years since the last
time the course had run anti-clockwise),
Underbanks became a favourite vantage spot
with many hundreds lining the gully that
provides a series of rock slabs in mud. No real
problem for many riders, marks were still lost
in the hundreds before the entry set-off for the
long run across Fremington Edge with Whaw
Bridge the next major vantage point on the
Reeth to Tan Hill road.

Amazingly, number 187, John Sunter was the
first rider to appear and he was obviously flying
on his Montesa but it was soon apparent that
the real Scott aces were not far behind and Ben
Hemingway, Ian Austermuhle, Graham Jarvis,
James Dabill, Phil Alderson and Boyd Webster
were separated by only minutes. Up on th
moors from Whaw lies Punchard. Horrible it
is, with a vicious stream and big waterfalls that
nobody except the riders and observers see. It’s
98 TEM

Amos Bilbao steers his
new four-stroke Montesa
to third place...

B s

all rideable, but oh so tough and even though
there was plenty of grip this year, the water
foaming over the (hidden) steps was the real
problem to overcome.

With the course running t'other way round
Tank Trap, Grand Canyon and By Pass all came
before the infamous Grouse Moor, where this
year, Ritchie Sunter, who always looks after that

stretch of the trial, had to use more tracks rather

than the open moor
as normal, due to the
soaking conditions.
But it was still mighty
tough, though it did
result in a quicker
trial than is normal.

As the survivors filed
slowly off the moor for
the big spectator
tion, Surrender (easier
this year due to the
gushing water), Jarvis,
Austermuhle and Dabill
seemed almost joined
at the hip; John Sunter
having been overtaken
on the Grouse Moor
following a front wheel
puncture and a heavy
crash. Sam Connor
was ten minutes adrift

and Ben Hemingway another five while Phil
Alderson, (four times a winner), but now well
over 40 years old was still very much in touch
and ahead of James Lampkin and Spanish ace
Amos Bilbao, debuting the new Montesa 4RT
in the UK. Then they came thick and fast as

the stragglers realised that the end was in sight,
though in reality it was still a good hour and a
half away for most of them.

Rotten Wood is the ve st ‘oh my gawd’
section, a steep, two section rocky gully that is

ippery, yet strangely comparatively
hen compared to the rest of the trial. Jarvis
first man through, then Austermuhle then

Dabill then Connor and then Alderson, who
crashed off the Sherco between the two subs. Ben
Hemingway’s Beta sounded as if it would expire
in seconds, indeed it did a mile later but was
refreshed with a gulp of fruit juice as coolant to
stagger its way up the final fields to the finish.

Some 4hours and 45 minutes after leaving
start, Jarvis was back and claiming a good run
through the sections - but not as good as last year
when he lost a miserly 11 marks. This year his
total was 47 but that was beaten on observation
by Dan Thorpe who lost only 45.

Complaining of an aching neck and a damaged
toe, Jarvis was obviously pleased with what he
thought would be his sixth win - a victory that
was confirmed later that same evening at the
presentation which matched his father-in-law
and sponsor Malcolm Rathmell’s past efforts.

And as the 68 confirmed finishers made it
back (the allowance is two-and-a-half hours
over standard time) the tales of woe multiplie
Belgian Apico employee Jan Cardinaels was

™T™=M 99

A v S e S ST YT LT TLTTTYT T YY" YY" " YN




Becky Cook was going
well this year but didn’t
make the finish in time...

amazed at the speed Jarvis had set, while young-
ster Ashley Smith had cracked his teeth in a crash
over the bars. Best first timer Michael Brown was
heard asking a mate ‘was that a real Scott?’ - too
right mate, none are easy but some are tougher
than others and water made this year a baddie.

Ben Hemingway knew his bike would need a
total rebuild and Richard Gaskell’s front wheel
had the king of dents in it. Katy Sunter, the third
member of the Sunter family eventually made it
to the finish, but out of time, though she still got
100 TEM

the Best lady award, while Bilbao was proud to
announce that the new four-stroke Mont was
still running as sweetly as it had at the start.

Dan Thorpe finished 54 marks on time, mostly

due to spending loads of time unwrapping a
tangled chain from the gearbox sprocket, yet
Chris Grundy unfortunately drowned and
hydrauliced his Montesa at the trial’s very
first river crossing before the first section.
Tales of woe will undoubtedly continue to
be related for many a month to come, but next
October, most will be back again for another
crack at the Yorkshire Dales and the Scott Trial,
when Graham Jarvis will aim to set the all time
record of seven Scott wins - one more than
Malcolm Rathmell and Sammy Miller with
whom he jointly holds the recor

RESULTS

GRAHAM JARVIS (SHERCO) O TIME + 47 OBSERVATION = 47
(STANDARD TIME 4HOURS 4SMINUTES 26 SECONDS)
IAN AUSTERMUHLE (BETA) 6 + B3 = 69
AMOS BILBAD (MONTESA) 32 + 51 = 83
MARTIN CROSSWAITE (SCORPA) 33 + 56 = 83
JAMES LAMPKIN (MONTESA) 39 + 55 = 94
PHILIP ALDERSON (SHERCO) 22 + 77 = 99
DAN THORPE (GAS GAS) 54 + 45 = 99
DAN CLARK (SCORPA) 30 + 72 = 102
SAM CONNOR (SHERCO) 30+ 72 = 102

(1] JAMES DABILL (BETA) 8 + 95 = 104
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t’s funny how things change.

12 months ago I had just finished
fourth in the Over 500cc four-stroke
world championship - my worst
end-of-season WEC result ever -

and things were looking bleak. I
didn’t have any concrete offers of
employment for ‘04 and while I can
joke about it now, the semi-factory
Ossa deal my brother light-heartedly
offered me was at one point looking
like my best option. Thankfully, my
teaming up with the D3-Racing KTM

BRITRAIN'S TOP
ENDURO RIDER WRITES
EXCLUSIVELY FOR TBM..

f ; team turned out to be one of the best
SFR D moves I've ever made. Like I said it’s
funny how things change.

With over six full weeks still to go
until we even reach the end of this
season [at the time of writing] I have
just finished my second official test
with KTM. Having signed to compete
as an official member of the KTM
factory enduro team in ‘05 all is most
definitely good in the David Knight
camp right now. What'’s more, the
specification for my race bike for next
NE season is all but finalised and I have

b R also ridden KTM'’s new DOHC 250cc
K four-stroke. So I'm excited, relaxed
and looking forward to ‘05. But the
beginning of the month wasn’t quite
as productive as my recent KTM test
as I travelled to Weston-Super-Mare
only to DNF the beach race.

Not finishing the Weston Beach Race
this year was just one of those things
that can happen to any rider - novice,
expert or professional. As disappoint-
ing as it was, | was pretty bloody mad

at the time, it happened and that’s all
there is to it really. More so than at
any race, pretty much anywhere in
the world, things can, and do, happen
at Weston that can spoil your weekend
no matter how well you prepare
yourself and your bike. It's just part
of the race. In past years the event
hasn’t attracted that many top riders,
which is why I rode in both the solo
and quad races - to try and challenge
myself. This year there was plenty of
competition, but I didn’t have lady
luck on my side.

I'll be honest and say that I wasn’t
as ready as I could have been for the
race this year. I had the last round of
the WEC the weekend before and I
didn’t get the bike I rode at Weston
until the week after that.

For some reason I had a lot of arm-
pump during the first few laps of the
race. Thankfully it eased but just as I
was getting going my chain snapped.
That was the end of my race. I was
pretty mad at the time but better
to have something go wrong there
than at a WEC event.

From the disappointment of Weston
things soon got a lot, lot better for me
as [ won the first Moto 1 event, staged
at Donington Park. It was an event
that I'd been looking forward to
competing in for a while and having
spent a day on a Ron Haslam road
race school I couldn’t wait to mix it up
with all the other riders that had been
invited to compete. Although I guess
I started the Moto 1 event as favourite,
because of WEC commitments and
then Weston I wasn'’t as ready for it as
I wanted to be. It might be nearing the
end of the year but there just doesn’t
seem to be enough days in the week.

The whole Moto 1 weekend was

absolutely great. I'm not just saying that because
I won because even the riders who finished in
15th and 16th places had massive smiles on their
faces - especially after the road race. It was quite
interesting the way the event panned out. I think
that most people knew before the start that a
good result in your weakest discipline was what
was needed to place well in the overall results.

I also think it came as a bit of a surprise to
everyone just how different all the sports are.
There were definitely some riders competing
that thought they could just turn up and by
doing well in their own specialist discipline
they’d do well overall. The trial pretty much
saw to that for most.

For me the road racing was by far the best of
the four disciplines. Certainly not in terms of my
result because I was definitely a bit of a fish out
of water, but just because it was great fun to try
something that Id not done before.

Hopefully the event will get stronger and
stronger. I think any rider with a background
in trials, who has then moved on to either
motocross or enduro, will always be difficult to
beat - you can see that just by looking at the three
riders on the podium this year. The road racers
were complaining a lot because they thought the
trials sections were too difficult. What they failed
to see was that there were more road racers in
the event, which made it hard for the non-tarmac
riders to score points in the road race. I finished

in the top three in every event apart from the
road racing, which I was really pleased with.
I think that a neutral event, that no rider
specialises in, would be good in the future

to even things out a bit.

Winning six grand in prize money is more
than I've ever won before in my life so I started
to look at the event differently once I was actually
in it. It was great to win the money but the event
would have actually been better fun for me if
there hadn’t been any prize money.

I've recently spent a week close to Barcelona
testing with the KTM squad prior to the indoor
enduro which was really productive. I've been
through similar pre-season testing sessions
before with other teams but with KTM
everything just seemed to be done that much
more professionally. They had people there
telling us what to test, when to test it and if I
didn’t feel comfortable with the changes they’d
made they would simply give me something
different to try. I know roughly what I'm going
to ride next year already. All I have to do now
is test the bike at home, in conditions and on
tracks that I am familiar with. In Spain we rode
on hard-pack, which I'm not used to testing
on, but I felt really comfortable on the bike.

To have my ‘05 race bike be 90percent ready

in November is something that I've never had

before. It will give me a chance to take a rest now

over Christmas. And I think I really need that...
TEM 103
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The eagerly
awaited 'Victorious

Brit" helmet is here, proudly

displaying two of our most

evocative flags, the Union Jack and the
Chequered finish flag.

Featuring ACU Gold approval ECE2205,
lightweight shell, fully detachable washable
lining, Classic semi padded Double D strap,
Ram air vent system, Goggle Strap rubbers,
adjustable chrome peak and four colour
options (red, yelow, blue or black) available in Xtra
Small to Xtra Large all at an outstanding price
of £75. To order yours, call FREE 08000 718718,
or online at Dirtbikestore.com or drop into
your local bike shop with this advert and ask.

.C
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93-97 Bath Road, Bridgwater, Somerset TA6 4PN 01278 424979

Trade enquiries welcome

Powercore 2Q Hi-Flo
£124.95 Stainless from
£119.95
Titanium from

£20995;

Powercore 2
£78.95

Gnarly 3 /
200cc-500c
S

£184.95

Powerbomb
Stainless from

£I39.95 %,
1 Titanium from

Powercore 4
Factory Fatty £22495

from £189.95

Powercore 4Q
£27495

Fatty
from £159.95

CONTACT YOUR DEALER
@ TEL: 01404 549696 EMAIL: info@rushracing.co.uk www.rushracing.co.uk
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FULL '05 EXC
ENDURO RANGE
NOW IN!!

SPECIAL E42?
OFFER! (31501

BTONDA

GomoroX  CREREOX
05

NOW
IN!!

sMALLNUMBER CRF
ZTiLL £E477°?
AVAILABLE 280YX "O4 o the road
’ l

(E/FOWLERS sumiowiarscnss ONMT 972 5511 |

NV ] FOR TWONCE. 212 Bath Roas, Bristol, 854 308 Q79T 325 2435 (out of hours) | Order Your Armor
0800.587.0857 or w

—~Grant Langston
DonJoy Team Rider

All prices correct at time of going to press. Pictures for illustration only. Terms and conditions apply.
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98-108 Pinner Road, Harrow @020 8861 1666 www.colincollins.co.uk

For full spec on 05 models please call - Open 7 days a week - Delivery service available

eurotekktm.com
NEW)/2005/BIKES,NOW)IN/STOCK!|

IMMEDIATE DELIVERY ¢ & GREAT PRICES
» ) » Full Range of KTM Spares  * KTM Exhausts, Big Tanks,
* Billet Triple Clamps 540 Kits & Silencers
* KTM Soft Seats * Stainless Steel Removable
« Lazer & Arai Helmets Qil Filters - All Makes
* Michelin & Dunlop Tyres * Alpine Star Boots Stockist
« KTM Immobiliser Switches

* MSR Goretex Clothing

FULL FOX_MX RANGE

é\{;’g IN STOEK!

FLITE HELMETS, BODY ARMOUR, FORMA PRO BOOTS, MX
JERSEYS, MX PANTS, GLOVES, KIT BAGS, SPORTSWEAR
check www.eurotekktm.com for full range

YAHAMA & HONM TEAM Kl‘l’, JERSEYS, PANTS

* KTM / MSR / Fox Clothing
* Enduro Accessories

s A C I N G ‘

£ £129.50

INC. VAT

 THE BENEFITS -

(- THE BENEFITS

Enhanced bike feel and control
Easier gear shifts and rear brake access
Reduced body jarring

Faster and smoother bodyweight transfer

\ \ Superior foothold
' Maximum load distribution

' A\
\@\ Extended boot life
A preision built, high performance product

Unique patented pivoting action allows pegs to track the natural motion of the riders foot!
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imited DURU PERMOTOC UTOCRU | PA UR

WEHAVEAI.LTHEGEAR4YOURENDURONEEDS'

2005POWERWEARNEWEIKESPOWERPARTS
AVAILABLEINSTOREANDONLINE

Don’t miss out on those
Xmas gifts and great deals
- place your order now to

avoid disappointment

~ offroadonlineshopping
"~ www.dirtbikebook.com

mailorderhotline01778380380 “‘i""‘ S S
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Full range of Moto-x, Trial, Supermoto and Enduro Bikes
At UNBEATABLE Prices!!!
% Special Offers HONDA
New Revolutionary Rekluse z-start auto-clutch.
Was £425 YAMAHA
Now £395 KAWASAKI
Hi \4
110cc 4Stroke X-Sports R
Was £995
Now £775

Also Full Range Of Clothing,Accessories And Spares Available

05 models NOW in stock, Phone for
unbeatable Prices.

Unit 5 Tomo Es'rafe Pucke'r Boat Lane, www. PureDmMofo -x.com

The story continues: www.kim.co.uk

%

2 s PREMIER <2
% BIKES o

6 Park Road, Didcot, Oxfordshire 0X11 8QW
Tel: 01235 519195

www.premierbikes.com

GET BESIII.TS!

Call Natalie Watson on:
01225 786815

natalie.watson@merricksmedia.co.uk

Booking Deadline
for January 2005
issue 113 is:
13th December 2004

SALES - SERVICE - REVALVING

277 Official OFFROAD
Distributor &
Service Centre

MOTOCROSS- ENDURO - SUPERMOTO

Genuine Service
Parts & Springs

LI thiuns SHOWA KAARA

Tel/Fax: 01284 830891 - Mobile: 07773 337710
E-mail: kev@fulitravel.fsnet.co.uk

Brookiands, Chapel Lane, Brockley, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk 1P29 4AS

Gas Gas EC 250/03 Full Engine Rebuild
GBas Gas EC 250/02 Ohlins Fr. One Owner

Bas Gas EC 200/03. Ready to Go
Gas Gas F5E 450/04. Mint. As New

Power Box Cover -

FOR ALL MAKES + MODELS OF ENDURO - MOTO-X -

GAS GAS / HUSOVARNA|

e HOTLINE &

BIKE TECH 01225 765765 &

2005 GAS GAS & HUSOVARNA
Genuine UK Bikes in Stock
Professionally built - PDI -

SECOND HAND BIKES IN STOCK

Bas Gas EC 200/02 One Owner, Choice of Two  Husky TE410/88 Taxed & Tested Enduro. One Owner

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE ITEMS
Exhausts - Fiywheel Weights - Engine Porting/Tuning - Rebuilds & Modifications

UK’s Leading Gas Gas Enduro Specialists & Stockist
ALL UK MODELS - BEST PRICES INC. SPARES PACKAGE + FULL SPARES & WORKSHOP BACK UP. FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES - SERVICE & REPAIRS ORALL BIKES

TRAIL NEEDS + MORE ‘

>
A\

After Care Service

Bas Gas Pro TXT250/03 One Owner
Husky TE250/03 One Dwner, Fully Serviced

Bas Gas Pro TXT 280/03. One Owner
Husky WR250/03+04. Mint Condition

- FIND USAT UNIT 5 SHAILS LANE TROWBRIDGE, WILTSHIRE BAI4 8NS
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Unit 1, Challenge Way & ity

Hythe Hill, Colchester
Essex CO1 2LY

Tel: 01206 791155
Fax: 01206 795263
Mob: 07771 986592

h t.com

gl y
www.ghmotorcycles.com

Part exchange welcome
Low Rate Finance Available
Delivery anywhere in the UK

$ suzuki
Baczsss] @
@ Husqgvarna

PLUS MANY OTHER LEADING BRANDS

DR
VISA @

EXPERTS IN OFF ROAD

@ Husqv‘n na

TE450

24 months warranty on all bikes

2005 models arriving daily
Gavin’s New Bike Clearance Sale

(one time only)
Was £4299 Now £3299 Save £1000
04 Was £3999 Now £3199 Save £8(
Husky Boy or 04 Was £1500 Now £1200 Save £300
Husky Boy 04 LC 699 Now £1299 S: 00
Husky SM610S 04 (otr) Was £5399 Now £4699 Save £700
WHILE STOCKS LAST

Husky WR125 04
Husky CR125

$ suzuki

3 months guarantee on all bikes

2005 models in stock

Suzuki Off Road
Test Bay
inc ATV’s
Sunday 5th December

Please call to book a test ride

sky WR125
sky WR250
)4 Hus ky TC250
04 Husky TE510
03 Husky Boy Senior X4

USED BIKES - all ready to race

LW
02 V.0.R. 500 miles only
00 Husky TE610
04 Yamaha TTR250 500 miles

" DRZ400

2-STROKES

performance enhancing products

QUAD, TRAL, ENDURO, MX PERFORMANGE EXHAUSTS

. ERED NEEDLES
__GIVING BETTER THROTTLE
RESPONSE AND MORE TORQUE

, = =2

BUCKLAND WILL, MAIDSTONE, KENT

WANUFACTURER: UK nlsm!numk
TEL: 01622 765353 TEL: 01372

WWW.DEPPiPES.GOM

FEW REMAINING 2004 EXC KTM'S WITH FACTORY SUPPOR
ALL USED CRM’S, KTM'S, XR'S etc PICTURED &

ITTO CLEAR
:TAILED ON O
REGULARLY UPDATED |

KTM EXC 250RFS, SMC 620, 950 ADVENTURE, BETA ALP 200 & 350 DEMO BIKES
Call and arrange a test ride on any of our Demo bikes

e || GOOD MONEY PAID

veweas || EOR NICE USED

TRAIL & ENDURO
BIKES £££ |

OAKLEYS YARD, BEECH AVENUE, LONG EATON, NOTTINGHAM  * HONDA CRM250

011 5 97 3 2466 =i

Dleisuretrail.co.uk Check out our website: www.leisuretrz

TUAREG RALLY MARCH 2005

A 10-day Moroccan off road desert and mountain race for Bikes, Quads, 4 x 4's & Trucks
See next month's ad for full details or phonelemail for.info pack, bookings and prep.

CHOTT RALLY: Well done Giles - fastest Brit
00°13.764 E

DAVID LAMBETH
RALLY & OVERLAND

Tel: 01892 853913 Fax: 01892 853912 tmail: bigbluecoach@hotmail.com
RALLY/RAID PREPARATION & EVENT ASSISTANCE /TRANSPORT

T XT TENERE ,ﬁe o T

Chris Scott Books (Invaluable) Adventure Motorcycling £15 inc p+p, Sahara Overland £23 inc p+p.

BETA ALP200

BETA ALP350

SUZUKI DRZ 4005
HONDA XR250 E/START
KTM EXC125 2004

NEW £3850 - |
NEW £3495 |
NEW £3505 |

J

51°02.476 N

Must see websites: www.adventure-motorcycling.com, www.horizonsunlimited.com, www.rallyrider.com
Always Wanted & For Sale - Tenere, TT, 600E, XR, XT2750, rally and overland equipment
Monday-Friday 10am-6pm Closed Sat & Sun

FOR SALE: * Fully prepped Round The World bikes using NEW XT600E - The Ultimate overland single £5800
* Fully prepped twin lamp Tenere: 100% ready for Round The World £4800 e Various TENERE, all models £1,750-£4,500 (std & prepared)

DVD’s and Videos: Call of the Wild - Qutback Canada, Desert Riders - Deep Sahara: VHS £15 or DVD £20 inc. p+p.
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2002 & 2003
BRITISH 125cc MX
CHAMPIONS

01395 272491

www.albion.gh.com

AR

(1]174 champio(géhig -Winning dealer

TELEPHONE| 01604 589555 S B
DAVE ON | 07884 230488 \yyayy www.roostracing.co.uk

IKON FC STAND

DRC HC STAND WITH DAMPER < :

Height adjustable
250-350mm,

Unit103, K2 Business Centre, Heathfield Way, Dallington, Northampton, NN5 7QP

Pbingrorr Syﬁl( oo
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BaAaviNS OF Diss

B Kawasaki @YAMAHA

WR250F 04
£4900 o.t.r.

exw=r> Yamaha TTR600R
£3950 o.t.r.

EZmrty

Fdral) All 2005 2 stroke

models in stock now
E 2005 4 strokes

(Polisport

arriving in October
MAIL ORDER SPECIALISTS - OR BUY ON-LINE

101 Victoria Road, Diss, Norfolk IP22 3JG
Tel/Fax: 01379 642631
Email: bavins@yamaha.eclipse.co.uk
www.bavinsmotorcycles.com

VIO 1LO-WAKI])
Worldwide mail order

YAMAHA

SPARE PARTS SERVICE - ALL MODELS
TOP BRAND NAME OFF-ROAD GEAR
ANSWER ¢ ALPINE STARS ¢ SBS ¢ ND

ARAI| » ACERBIS ¢ NO FEAR * RENTHAL.

REIKON ¢ MSR ¢ ROCKOIL ¢ IZUMI » YOKO

Victorie House, Church Street RUDGWICK,
West Sussex RHI2 3HJ
TEL: OIHO3 B23222 FAX: OIW03 82U
e-mail: motoward@aool.com
Specialist supplier of enduro & overland equipment

www.mofoward.co.uk

ADVENTURE INn store....

QJ\MHHMHH enham e Glo
Sal * Work

FAST MAIL ORDER

Shirt &
Jeans
£64.95

Red, Blue, Grey
or Orange

Please visit our new website

www.two-wheelers.co.uk
L secure online ordering available

(01978 357111 31 Ruabon Road, Wrexham

Trall Tech Endurance Computers
Kits for mast makes and models

Optional Endurance
Billett Dash =

Trall Tech HID bike and helmets kits 7
Murminates the trall, & must have for the \
serious night time rider. [or Road use ony)

Other Trall Tech pmduds avallable
o o - Honda/Yamaha/ki / Side Stand
B LB - CAF Y50 Yoz - 13 oz Flywheel

",A - ATV Computers & Bllet Dash
Pulse Racing Poducts

Pulse Racing Prolite Fuel Cap & Vent Valves

Prolite Triple Clamps —
& Adjustable Top Clamps

FCR fuel mixture screw
\Iake the stress out of carb adjustment
Front & Rear Axle Pull for .
@ CRICREYZ/YZEKTM .S\
/
Honda/KTM/Yam Chain Guide g e

Telephone: 01642 225988

Emall: sales@dirtbikedepol.com

wuww. dirtbikedepot.com
20505

. Motorcycles

60 High Street, Berkhamsted
Hertfordshire HP4 2BP

For all your
OFFROAD
and
ENDURO
needs

Buffalo Enduro Jacket £89.99
Buffalo Enduro Jeans £79.99

Takachi TK60 Helmet £74.99
Takachi Kids Helmet  £69.99
Step-on Stands £33.95

Diadora Boots from £135.00 from £18.95

Scott Goggles

We also: - Service/repair all makes & models - Supply & fit tyres
Rebuild engines © Rebuild wheels - Supply parts for all makes
and models - and have full workshop facilities & carry out MoTs

Open: Monday-Friday 9am-5pm, Saturday Sam-1pm




Manufacturers

VENHILL @ & Suppliers of...

Featherlight cables Handlebars Brake pads

Twist grips Brake M/C kits
$ . > er cylinders Brake fluid P
lﬁrmA B The future’s bri il . 2
QUALITY VALUE SERVICE e future's bright, Clutches Magura products .
the future's

hirco.uk 01306 885111 f"-’s*"tg.".:f’

450 Fuel Injection

SERVICING =) oo o e
ron QD LeoVince exnavsts, aut 0|||Eu[\jl(» i ¢ - B N G
£5795 + OTR £5499 + OT
;IYT*:.E:GAND S aiilal] 3 TEEOLY sprockeTs IN STOCK £20.00 WWW.CcciIms pa res.co Authorised Husqvarna & Gas Gas Dealers
SERVICE B o rovomon st - Gsoas  EGs NEW o2 VAMANA  TIRSORAD decstrt 95M  £1895 HUSQUARIA WAESD o NEW £2100

GAS GAS EC300 NEW 2004  £3,900 YAMAHA TTR250 RAID S4L  £1495 HUSQVARNA TE610E 00X  £2,695

Putoline HONDA TRANSALP f.s.h. 017y  £3695 VYAMAHA  XT225 SEROW 91  £1495 HUSQVARNA SM570R ‘as new’ 02002  £3,995

TRAIL RIDER HONDA XR400R NEW  £3,995 YAMAHA Y2250 1999  £1,895 HUSQVARNA TEG610E 01X £2495
DAYS OUT HONDA XR400R 98R  £2,250 HUSQVARNA TE450 NEW 2004  £4,599 HUSQVARNA TE510 NEW 2005  £5,699
HONDA XR250R ‘mint’ 02/02 £2,795 HUSQVARNA SM450R NEW 2004  £4,995 MASAI 50cc QUAD NEW £995

MOTOROMA 50cc AUTO MRX2 NEW £895 HUSQVARNA SM610 NEW 2005  £5799 MASAI 150 QUAD road legal NEW  £1,995

MOTOROMA 50cc 4 SPEED MRX4 ~ NEW  £1,395 HUSQVARNA TE250 NEW 2004  £4,499 KM 200 EXC 2003 £2,750

KEEP BIKING LTD, UNIT 5B LUPTON ROAD, THAME IND EST., THAME, OXON OX9 3SE * PHONE: 01844 261372

21615 -
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FRIALESPORT R
NORTH LINCOLNSHIRE

Tel: 01469 532600 * Fax: 01469 531743
WEST MARSH LANE, BARROW HAVEN
LINCOLNSHIRE DN19 7HA

21619

Motorcycles [aimiinmdiis
S skl 11 AREHOUSE - SKIPTON

Enduro. Always a good selection Adly Moto Ltd, Unit 11, Rumer Hill Business Estate, Cannock, Staffs WS11 OET w.quadt co.uk * email:ir

byl g Phone: 01543 466 789 01729 851720 07973 341718
Fax: 01543 574 561

Email: adlymoto@aol.com

COME AND SEE OUR RANGE OF
125 & 200cc SUPERMOTO AND
TRAIL BIKES AT THE TELFORD &
STONELEIGH DIRTBIKE SHOW

OFFICIAL DEALERS
Enduro
250/450
4 stroke
models

BRAND NEW BIKES
Yamaha WRF450F 2004 from £4,599
Yamaha WRF250F 2004 from £4,499
4 Yamaha YZR450F 2004 from £3,899
RLX 100 Supersport+Reverse £1,295 Yamaha YZ250F 2004 from . £4,199
RLX 150 with Reverse : Apache PY50 2004

WR250/450/YZ RLX 250 Road Registered* . . £2,466 Ap_a!:he PY80 2004
ava i Ia hle 04/05 in stock - £poa not including reglstmtloanMolur X1 silveronly . ...
BUG.
£1,760 inc VAT / Double Seater
USED ENDUROS/MX IN STOCK PR 2 MIE_ USED QUADS USED BIKES
03 Gas Gas EC450, hardly used . ... ......£3500 Mini Tomohawk 50cc Yamaha WR450F 2004 . . . . £4,295
98 Honda CRAD0 e 5 i vva o vis s . .£1795 Ex Demo Supersport 100 . . . £1,195 Yamaha WR450F 2003 . . . . £3,895
98 Honda CR0 . ... .. IR el £695 m 495 QUAD BIKE TRAILERS Honda CRA50F 2002
lus 02 Gas Gas Single Quad Beta REV3 Trial 2002
Q2.Yamabe .. ... c.ox s s stsielssmivesra TN BR2o2 NEW m"' & SUPERMQTO FROM £2 Double Quad Lem 50 schoolboy m-Cross . . .
99 Honda D montce=ao :

De i dl k : _ OPEN 7 DAYS, 10am-6pm Mon.-
alers required WWW.adly.CO.UK S \CHIE 1 108m dpm Sat-Sun" VIEWING

A large selection of most areas BY APPOINTMENT ONLY




CR450, 250,
CRFX & CR85 NOW
IN STOCK

: | l-"|-l

APPROVED HONDA DEALER FOR OVER 20 YEARS

TERRY RUDD M/C

HONDA UK
01406 422 430

PARTS SUPPLIER

HONDA

CR*CRF*CRM<XR PARTS

FEN ROAD, HOLBEACH, SPALDING, LINCS. PE12 8QD

TEL: 01406 422430  FAX: 01406 424860

TEL: 01772 612 118

www.daveclarkeracing.com

CORNWALL
DERBYSHIRE

ESSEX

GLASGOW

GREATER MANCHESTER
ISLE OF MAN

07980 825208
01629 820111
01279 452666
0141 558 3000
0161 724 9518
01624 8123%
01983 403388
01743 245009
01488 670400
01225 791179
07771 906991
01904 750101

ISLE OF WIGHT

NORTH WALES

SOUTH ENGLAND
SOUTH WEST ENGLAND
WAKEFIELD
YORKSHIRE

www.trmracing.co.uk
E-mail: sales@trmracing.co.uk

« .\ ;\
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Great Odds.. Great Prizes.

Go online for your chance
to win a 2005 KTM 400 EXC
www.winadirthike.com

Bikes Supplied by Triple-D Motosport Ltd.

22556

XR400 electric start kits

XR650 electric start kits

Mikuni performance carburettor kits for

XR400, XR600 and XR650 (adds up to 3
BHP with instant throttle response)
Down in price £225

Digital performance ignitions for your
Honda, Yamaha, KTM and Suzuki (adds

White Brothers Power up kits XR250,
XR400, XR600 and XR650

FMF, CRD, DEP Exhausts for Honda Yamaha,
KTM and Suzuki

Acerbis products

Apico products

Bash plates, hand guards and frame guards

Trailtec Computers

Extreme Pro Wear

Hotcams and Wisco pistons for Honda

up to 3 BHP and is programmable)
Honda HRC racing kits for XR400, XR600

and XR650 Yamaha, KTM and Suzuki
Aloop seat and tank kits for XR250 XR400  Talon products.
and XR600 Supermoto wheels/tyres and brakes

Big Bore kits for Honda Yamaha, KTM and

Suzuki See the web site

Phone 0161 406 8856

| BikesBrighton

30 PRESTON ROAD (A23) BRIGHTON

01273 6076

2005 ENDURO - MX{
» NEW MODELS IN STOC, “\’
» HUGE RANGE OF PARTS

« CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
* MAIL ORDER

» ALL PARTS FOR KTM & JAP MODELS

AXO = SIDI » LAZER » ARAI = NO FEAR « SINSALO * ALPINESTAR *+ RENTHAL

LTZ-2501400 + RM-Z250K5 Tho UItlm

Available
Augusr 2004

Specialist Off-road
‘Al;cessones Deptn

S
%
K4's In Stock
Now

PowersportBikes, 221 Sunbridge Rd,
Bradford, West Yorkshire, Tel 01274 727496

5 p o/ ’BIkE.f ‘suzw|

All Famous Brands

Ride the winds of chang
ate 4-Stroke Weapo

450K

RM-125K5 RM-250K

S
”‘@
Available
Aug/Sept 200

1

In Stock Now

= &
-

Web www.xrstuff.co.uk * Email sales@xrstuff.co.uk DIADORA = FLY * G-FORCE = PRO-GRIP » HEBO » OAKLEY * ACERBIS 22247
/O BikePrep Ltd - ¥ D
Syt o'f'f Road FOR ALL YOUR ENDURO, TRIAL Tl'lllle MﬂtﬂMs PPIE'E

RIDING & MOTOCROSS NEEDS

INCLUDING SPARES, REPAIRS, SERVICING & ACCESSORIES
(RACE PREPARATION SERVICE FOR ALL TYPES OF MOTORCYCLE)

SALE: 10% OFF ALL LISTED ITEMS - 1 WEEK ONLY!

PRO BLEEDERS GRAFIX KITS KX65 SUMP PLATE
QUICK STRAPS TYRES VARIOUS IKON ELBOW GUARDS
HAND GUARDS SHORT CYCLE SHORTS ~ ALPINESTAR SOCKS
FOGGY FACE MASKS SHARK HELMETS AIR FILTERS (TWIN AIR)
QUAD CUT OFF SWITCH  JFI FRAME PAINT FRAME PAINTS
NECK BRACES SIDIFLEX FORCE MX OIL FILTERS

ARMOUR BOOTS BACKGROUNDS vaious
THOR FORCE KNEE PRO GRIP JACKETS FRONT MOUSSE
GUARDS OF3 KIDS JACKETS BRAKES & PADS (SBS)
RAINER KIDS BOOTS LENSES OF3 MOTOCROSS KIT
PLASTICS VARIOUS TEAR OFFS PRO GRIP GOGGLES
CRF SHOCK BEARINGS ~ KX80 CARBON REEDS ~ PRO CLEAN
CR/CRF LINKAGE KIT KXB YAMAHA REEDS RAINEH MX BOOTS

Various S/H YZ400/426 spares still available

RACE SHIRT PRINTING
FROM £10 - 1 WEEK

NON-SALE ITEMS

03 KTM 450EXC WITH TITANIUM EXHAUST SYSTEM ..............£3250
88 KAWASAKI ZXR750 HI C/W FULL FAIRING, RECENTLY SERVICED . £1400

Mintsfeet Industrial Estate, Mintsfeet Road South, Kendal LA9 6ND
Tel: 01539 732666 Email: julian@d3-racing.com

17 Liandeilo Road, Crosshands, Llanelli, Carmarthenshire SA14 6NA
Tel: 01269 832255
OPEN 9.30am-5.00pm MONDAY-FRIDAY

MAIL ORDER SERVICE -4 &2

THE NORTH’S LEADING SOLUS
KTM DEALER WITH LARGE STOCKS OF
CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

D3-Rod_ﬁ§"«“1k3$ available NOW!
FAST KTM

PARTS HOTLINE ~ w -

01539 732666

BEEEET
VISA
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ALLENS PERFORMANCE R & D Totton =| GET DIRTY THIS WEEKEND!!
Tral Ibl kes 5 WOOLSBRIDGE IND EST, NR. RINGWOOD, HANTS BH21 65X
: : s Tel/Fax: (01202) 820009 Email: sales@conquest.uk.com
i1 53893 akilugus 2115 Bus v N Enduro, Trail Bike and 81 Rumbridge Street, Totton, Hants Eﬁ ES 2 ciess | Hona Tarsap . cises
Yzo W AVAILAB|E | | Supermotard insurance 80 871777 (shop hours) 07989 703553 (other times) ot o 12 S e
Vo200 & XRiD0, wRupy specialists Used Japanese trail bikes always in e : o Ei
R6501BIG BORE pjpEs ® Immediate cover available 3 stock. Prices from £9°o new e Sy Suzuki DR 850 /S 21995
&FRO-MEG Si1ENC : ® Virtually no form filling Honda XA 25 2 XA ML A0 o
£RS ' ® 5% discount to TRF members ipment will be ordered in December | |- g | im0 g
[OPRRRPRUMRRIRRY | (embershp number reqired) www.tottontrailbikes.co.uk for more | | | Jogarise o
: e e TR information and photos of stock Horda R0 Ve 7550 cios
mhM email: salesaallensperformance.co.uk: Email enquiries to: P Honda XA 600 Yamaha TT 600 £1695
website:www:allensperformance. cosu | graham.darby@ambrosedarby.co.uk se phone before visiting as not all stock is kept on site D prdl Wi ::‘;go ;m:Z
Tel 01949 836733 Fax 01949 836 7 3 4 G or Freephone 0800 1384066 BICYCLES & SKATEBOARD SPARES ALSO SOLD Honda XRV 750 £4995 | Yamaha XT2 660 £1695
g v 8 2054 21300
K BB o sort Tenerife Tra'l Hohdays . b
Tyres & Accessories ALLOW US TO INTRODUCE P £400 per person per week i
WWw.macmoto.com - info@macmoto.com

_by Mail Order YOU TO AN EVER CHANGING###7%

Bridgstone & IRC Trail & Enduro Tyres

The DNE%V:&REésox : 01425 626035 /
OR =3 AFTER MARKET 6 OF PARTS
CRF250X/XR250 W), | XR cn 250-400-450-650 SZhon

Mitus (Barum) Off-Road Tyres

/XR400/650 PN, % 320mm ROUND WAVE DISCS, 4 POT Ty

e from stock /> % , CALIPERS, RADIAL LEVERS, BRACKETS |,/

Tal Enduro 0 ing Chain/Sprociet Kits + for the kids e X b/ WHEELS ¢ EMGEL lllll,ﬂll' V&

Mt 0, o T e ; o CRIGUITOIGG. i _ PLASTICS >+ IN STUCK FOR KR, CREs Mx & SM
AII pmes |n(lude£\l§;'l95 & 3 2r -"_ .,- " CheCK out our used StOCk on: lm * “, mm m
Please phone for a copy of our free ‘ - - www'bransonsmOtomycles'co'UK Woony % GRAFICS & CRF IN STOCK BRA ‘
llustrated price it www.offonroadbikeholidays.com Yeovil te: 01935 474998 OIS FulL RANGE OF PUTOLINE PRODUCTS =

401949 850530 (ryie Tel: 0034 627821000 or Email: fellsandra@hotmail.com Gloucester te: 01452 313131 XR250 1999 x2 from £1950 _—

MAIL ORDER

GET RESULTS B i el - e

Gas Gas ° A"er ° Shgrco ° Beta LEGAL um:)rmc KITS FOR e DO YOU HAVE

LEGAL
To advertise here call Natalie Watson Montesa = Handa Enduro 20 T LEGHTS

., Mlchelln » Mousses »dyre Changer | | &

NGINE & SUSPENSION REBUILDS g 3 @‘% PRO

(¢) morocross
€Y enoura
" PN suPermoro

For Brochure & Advice Ring:

01977 672400

www. pru-actian. com
Main Street, Beal, N-Yorks, DN14 0SW

KES ‘LOWERED'* PARTS MAIL ORDER EE}EE:; U 7]
wwwisteve-plain.co.uk’ | | g B RACING
“tel/fax 01597 825817 Tel: 01788 510300 frpey=y

OHLNS| mamzocan LJP fl_‘qﬂ(’ﬁ

21605

ktv | (B DAVE SQOPER & Bt CNATE p FANTASTIC BARGAINS
: o NTE=ITE I
in the CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE BIKE RACKS www.motomerlin.co.uk On-line shopping at: www.motoxtreme.co.uk
Car Racks £54.95 inc P&P Van/M Racks £64.95 inc P&P GAS GAS UK + BETA UK DEALER
North 4::’1 cht:s £78.95 rrr.‘c( P&P iy ! NEW BETA ENDURO 4 STROK; RR'S 250/400/450/525 ....£CALL OPEN DAY 0“ SATUHDAY 11 DECEMBER
West Junior Racks 50cc - 80cc Senior Racks 100cc - 600cc f..’g::g: i:FQ‘:::.Xluox “C‘A.IS: HOSPITALITY THROUGHOUT THE DAY - ALL WELCOME
Fits any vehicle with British Standard towbar, and yo ltow [ SSSRA = | YAMAMHA TT 250R o :
s e i itz | | 2008 RANGE OF KAWASAKIS NOW IN STOCK

: (‘nuf‘f Said) YAMAHA DT | 25RE ooooenen..
L MAHA XT 660R/XT 660X
Kawasak! KL R650
GASGAS 250 PAMPERA 2004 ...
SASGAS ENDURO 2005 EC 125 / 250 / 300 / 450 ...
SASGAS ALL 2004 MODELS NOW REDUCED .
SUZUKI DRZ400 .......
BETA REV 250 "03/SCORPA SY250 '03
New BETA ALP4 350cc TRAIL OR SUPERMOTO .
vAHAHA SEROW, XR250 E/S, XR650R '02, X T600E
Sas GAS,.BETA,SHERCO & MONTESA TRIALS '05 FROM (CALL
SUPERMOTO WHEELS + BRAKES SUPPLIED

o and mig welded. Finished in protective enamel
ug,,;'"&'%ﬂ Lightboards, tie down straps also available.

TRAILERS
Single Bike £209
Double Bike. £269
Treble Bike €319
Quad Trailers £345

PLACE YOUR ORDER - DEPOSIT SECURES

Tel: 01225 892227 Fax: 01225 892069
Email: sales@motoxtreme.co.uk
2 Bell Squm, Tmm ‘Road, Marshfield, Chippenham, Wilts. SN14 8NN

» MOTOXTREME

ROBINSONS

Central Garage Water St, Rochdale

21136

b

DAVE COOPER TRAILERS = -
01706 716665 o H T Pt @™ PHONE or CHECK WEBSITE FOR LATEST DETAILS Vs
www. robinsonsrochdale.co.uk 7 " TELIAX: 01732 20083 b G7860 02112 OMOBE) B T o O 01403 257 625 ~°+~  OFFICIAL KAWASAKI DEALER
] LME :




With two Yamahas strapped to their trusty
motorhome, TBM contributors Jim and Dot Jones
headed off on a round-the-world adventure.
And landing in the US they found that there ain’t
nothing finer than dirt biking in North Carolina...

" 5
} . ere in America some vehicles display wanted to take your caravan or motorhome... hey,
’ a bumper sticker stating that ‘All golf no problem. But there’d also be a bunkhouse, log
courses should be motocross circuits’. cabins and motel-style rooms. Best of all there
Now we wouldn’t go quite as far as that (after all, would be a welcoming leisure pavilion equipped
what would all those doctors do with their time?) with comfortable settees, projection television,
but it highlights the fact that you are only wel- pool tables, draughts, chess and the kitchen
come at a golf course if you intend to play golf. would provide excellent, home-cooked breakfasts
So shouldn’t there be places were you're required and evening meals. But the best bit would be the
to arrive either on, or with, a motorcycle - location; an area with more than 400 miles of dirt

roads and hun-
dreds of miles
of torturous
twisting tarmac.
In our dream,
riders of dirt
bikes, trailies,
sportsbikes

and Hogs
mixed together

a motorcycling
resort, a place where
everybody thinks
and lives bikes.

Up until recently
we’d have thought
this was daydream-
ing - a vision of a
place that’s new
and fresh, with soft

STORY € PICS: JM AND DOT JONES green grass, a whispering stream underneath tall 3 enjoying each other’s company.
trees and congenial hosts. Everybody would be Unlikely? No. Because we’ve just spent a
made welcome. If you had a tent you could use X great ten days in such a place.
it, if not they would pitch one for you. If you . Ironhorse Motorcycle Lodge is at Stecoah,

=22 TEeM TBM 123




near Fontana in North Carolina. Being just south
of the Smokey Mountains National Park means
that there’s a vast array of activities on offer,
including the great museum ‘Wheels through
Time” at Maggie Valley. And the area also has its
own newspaper devoted to biking in general,
though occasionally they include the odd car
photo! We also spent a few hours at a steam train
festival in Bryson City and wandered around the
Cherokee Museum, but we gave Dolly Parton’s
‘Dollywood’ a miss...

The owners of the resort are John and Charlene
Powell, motorcyclists themselves; John has a
Harley and a Transalp, and can trace his ancestry
back to Wales, the home of off-roading! Every
camp-ground and hotel in the Smokies welcomes
motorcyclists but John was fired with the idea of
having a resort that catered especially for bikers.
Not wanting to take on someone else’s business
he decided to start from scratch. The first step
was to buy 40 acres of woodland and design the
layout and buildings with future growth in mind.
Even though the resort only opened in 2003, John
will be building four new log cabins this winter,
each with four double bedrooms (with en-suite)
in order to cope with the demand. He now has
clubs and organisations booking the site for con-
ventions and meetings, with a recent gathering
=24 TEBM

’

for bikers who had travelled around the world.
When we arrived in the area our first impres-
sion was ‘where did all these bikers come from?”
and it was entirely possible to get tired of waving
to riders going in the opposite direction. Passing
through the town of Cherokee, the home of the
native Indians of the same name, our visit coin-
cided with a bike rally. And we’ve never seen
so many Harleys. There were car parks set aside
especially for them and the town welcomed them
with banners and window displays. Apparently,
they meet there several times a year and the
townspeople recognise the trade they bring.
Motorcycling in the USA has undergone a
transformation in recent years and now riders
are just as likely to be doctors and lawyers as
factory workers. For example, while we were
at Ironhorse we met Ara Gureghian, a freelance
chef who works for six months and then rides
around America for six months. He was born in
Montpelier, France, of Armenian parents and now
lives in Naples, Florida. When working, he cooks
for the rich and famous and when riding he runs
a well-prepared BMW Adventure, complete with
full Touratech kit and a one-man tent. Every
other day at the resort he cooked a speciality
dish; his cheesecake and key lime pie had to be
experienced. It’s not very often that we can afford

a $1000 a day chef! Many of the other guests were
there with their wives and girlfriends, who also
had their own bikes with them. One group of
riders from Chattanooga arrived on Kawasaki
KLR650 trail bikes loaded with all their gear.
They had arrived on the Friday, and after dump-
ing their luggage rode the area’s dirt tracks before
loading up for the journey home on Sunday.

Once our motorhome was settled at Ironhorse
we unloaded our two Yamaha 250s, a TT-R and a
WR-E It’s very rare to see road registered enduro
models here in the US, as they mostly prefer big
trailies which they call Dual Purpose bikes. Our
little Yams seemed lost amongst all the Harleys,
Japanese cruisers, sportsbikes and big trailies.

Immediately we were the centre of attention. It
appeared that everyone wanted to ride dirt bikes
and the Smokies abound in trails. Some are easy
and could be ridden on a GS1150, whilst others
are a bit more challenging.

Each day John, or one of the other riders
would point us in the direction of the best trails.
John even had one on his land that went to the
highest point in the area. The Tathum Gap Road
is all gravel and was constructed by General
Winfield Scott in 1836 as part of a route for the
Cherokee Indians to walk along when they were
forced off their lands and driven westwards into

Oklahoma. Known as the ‘Trail of Tears’ it now
provides an interesting ride over the mountains,
though you’d expect this historic route to be pro-
tected - it probably would be elsewhere. We met
quads, 4x4s, and walkers on the Trail, usually
stopping for a chat before returning to camp

via the longer, more challenging Little Snowbird
Trail, another old Indian route.

Enter the Dragon

One of the attractions for road riders is the Tail
of the Dragon, reputed to be the best biking road
in all of America, and hordes of riders visit the
area just to ride its eleven miles. The Tail starts at
Deal’s Gap, (a filling station, restaurant, souvenir
shop and motel all-in-one), and is a narrow,
well-surfaced road with 318 corners.

Naturally some riders try a little too hard and
a visit to the “Tree of Shame’ gives an idea of just
how many bikes are ‘binned’. Fairings, exhausts,
footrests, headlamps and all manner of damaged
parts from bikes of every make, colour and
vintage hang from its branches.

Riders gather in large numbers at Deal’s Gap,
talk, drink coffee, compare times, eat a burger
and when they judge the time is right to get a
clear run they ‘go for the Tail’. Most of them buy
a T-shirt, and the fact that they sell 7000 each
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week which is an indication of just how popular
the road is. When we arrived there the car park
was like a bike show - European, Japanese or
American, they were all there. And even though
the road is tarmac we agreed that we had to ride
the Tail just for the record, so we headed out onto
the blacktop.

On the way back I decided to settle into a com-
fortable pace and just swing the little WR through
the bends, whilst Dot hung back and stopped for
photographs. To my amazement, as I approached
one bend I was confronted by an articulated truck
slowly grinding its way along the narrow road.

At each end of the Tail there are clear signs
warning large vehicles not to attempt this route,
but I guess some of these ‘dumbass’ drivers just
can’t read.

By this time Dot was well behind, and I hoped
she didn’t meet the truck at a dangerous place.
As it turned out I needn’t have worried. As the
rig came around one of the bends it literally fell
off the road and only a convenient rock face
prevented it from toppling over. A second truck
promptly did the same thing, leaving the road
completely blocked. Dot joined two other riders
directing traffic and it was the evening’s topic for
discussion back at Ironhorse.
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Next day we found our own ‘Dragon’s Tail’ -

a dirt track in the mountains. Aptly named ‘The
Winding Stairs Trail’, it began at a bridge crossing
the Nantahala River, which roars through a deep
gorge. The Olympic canoeing was held here dur-
ing the Atlanta games but on this day the river
remained empty of die-hard paddlers. Further up
the trail we rode around more corners than we
could count, and debated whether to go back the
25 miles just to ride it again.

Onward up to the Tellinco Gap, we had a great
view of the surrounding forests, only spoiled by
the electric pylons that also cross the hill at the
gap. Here we crossed the long distance footpath
known as the Appalachian Trail and met a few
intrepid hikers who were just walking one part
of the 2174 mile route. We then headed back
along Needmore Road, where the loose gravel
surface followed the riverbank.

The following day our route took us north to
try the Fire Road 81 Trail which crossed the bor-
der into Tennessee at 4300ft. This was an easy
ride through the forest and we stopped to investi-
gate the old Stewart pioneer cabin, wondering
how people managed to survive in such remote
places. Some of the side trails were marked as
only being suitable for experienced off-roaders

and we eagerly turned off to try and find some
more challenging terrain. Sadly this trail proved
just as easy as the one we’d left!

We returned to the main trail and continued to
a sunny spot where we enjoyed our lunch right
on the state line. At the town of Tellico Plains we
refuelled the bikes and cooled down with a huge
ice cream, before enjoying a faster non-stop 60km
return trip.

Wet and Wild

Down in Florida the hurricane season was still in
full swing, and we’d already experienced the tail-
end of ‘Charlie’ as the winds roared up the north-
east coast and heavy rain and mud slides devas-
tated part of the Blue Ridge Parkway and
Interstate.

Then along came the tail of Ivan and we had
two more days of heavy rain, when everyone
congregated in the pavilion and watched films
whilst the bikes were all kept warm and dry in
the big garage. The result of all this rain was pret-
ty spectacular, with many roads closed, the dams
along the Little Tennessee River overflowing and
the spillways discharging millions of gallons of
water. Better still, the Needmore Road alongside
the river was impassable to all traffic except for

two silly old codgers on dirt bikes who revelled
in the tricky going! At last we could ride some
technical trails and the surfaces were very bad,
with a few trees across the tracks slowing us
down. The authorities had placed barriers across
the trails but it was very easy to get around them
and enjoy a good ride knowing that no quads or
4x4s were coming the other way.

In spite of the long tarmac journeys along
lovely single-track roads (much like those in
mid-Wales) we still managed to enjoy hundreds
of miles of tracks and even considered staying
at Iron Horse another week. But in the end we
decided to leave on a high. We had found the
best location ever, met hundreds of fellow guests
and made lots of new friends. John made us
promise to return but unfortunately we knew
we could not...

For more information on the Iron Horse
Motorcycle Lodge click onto ironhorseNC.com,
or to see the Tail of the Dragon go to
ridethedragon.com. And to follow Jim and Dot
on their round the world travels check out
beady.com/roundtheworld.
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Best Prices in UK?
Pirelli Motocross wre ~ wma
MT18 £55.00 Pair F/R
80/100 - 21 £30.95 £28.95
100/90 - 19 £36.95 £33.95
110/90 - 19 £37.95 £35.95
110/100 - 18 £36.95 £35.95

Pirelli Scorpion Pro Enduro FIM

Road Legal - As Fitted to KTM
90/90-21 £36.95

120/90- 18 £39.95 Pair F/R £74.00
140/80-18 £42.95 Pair F/R £78.00

GET RESULTS

All Shocks and Forks
Serviced or Repaired

Import Bikes

No Problem

Trail Bikes

Enduro, Motox, Road

Prices from £35.00 + VAT

24 hour turnaround
K&S Racing

25-29 Mitton Road, Sittingboume,
Kent ME10 36X

Phone: 01795 431 700
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The Parts - The Bikes - The Accessories

NEW ‘05 GAS-GAS MODELS
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2005 RANSE
NOW AVAILABLE

TEL: 01257 470460 OFFICIAL STOCKIST
OF THOR & NO FEAR
www.prolecauto.co.uk MX CLOTHING
NEW ‘05 KIT IN STOCK
2‘5;; FLEXIBLE HUSKY CLEAROUT
PLASTIC MASSIVE SAVINGS

SHOW
PLATES

MADE TO ANY SIZE

NOT FOR HIGHWAY USE

LOADS OF S/HAND GASSERS AVAILABLE
CLOTHING, HELMETS, BOOTS ETC IN STOCK
FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES
ALL CREDIT CARDS AND FINANCE WELCOM!
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TEL/ FAX: www.snrmotorcycles.com
01995 602513 Tel: 01208 831774
EMAIL:
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info@signsandgraphics.fsbusiness.co.uk

FOR SUPERMOTO USE
Complete Front and Rear Wheels
with Excel or Morad rims in gold, black or silver

320mm Oversize Front Discs
available in round and wavy designs
O.E.M. Caliper Brackets
4 Piston Billett Calipers

Front & Rear Sprockets
in various sizes to change gearing for Supermoto use

TALON ENGINEERING LTD
Tel: (01935) 471508 Email: sales@talon-eng.co.uk
44 Lynx Trading Estate Yeovil Somerset BA20 2NZ
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Husqvarna

THE NORTH'S NEWEST DEALER

CCM CLEARANCE SALE - ALL MODELS
AVAILABLE BUT GOING FAST

For all your Trail Bike Requirements in the North East

* PUTOLINE OIL * TALON * ACERBIS * MAXXIS * VEMAR * OXTAR * MICHELIN ¢
* AXO LEATHERS & CLOTHING ¢ SIDI * OAKLEY * RENTHAL * DEP * DOMA *

TEL: 0191 272 3335 WWW.KAWASAKI-NEWCASTLE.CO.UK

£100 DELIVERY ON ALL BIKES TO YOUR DOOR

To find out more details about membership and
your nearest groups please send a 9x5 SAE to
the TRF, PO Box 343, Market Drayton,
Shropshire TF9 IWT.

/ TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP
7 The national campaigning group for trail riders.
ride road-legal motorcycles in small groups to explore those
green lanes with vehicular rights, for recreation (not competition) and to
enjoy the countryside. Please see www.trf.org.uk

TRAIL RIDERS FELLOWSHIP

Wanted — volunteers to lobby Government and MPs, and to liaise with
Councils and other bodies, research lanes, lead rides etc. Training available.
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BIKES

KTM 660SMC, 2003, only 800 miles, extra black
bodywork and Danger UK graphics, superb road and
trackday bike, as new cond, £4495. Tel (mobile) 07786
270002 or 01603 879739 (Norfolk)
Husaberg FE501e, 2003, less than 24 hours use, totally
standard, oil changed every three hours use, selling
due to lack of use, £3000 ono. Tel 01235 210713 (Oxon)
Suzuki DR-Z400SK3, 2003, blue, 2900 miles, standard
bike, hardly used, pair of enduro tyres included,
bargain at £2750. Tel 01429 282289 (Cleveland)
KTM 250EXC, 2002 model, 1600 miles, vgc, £2995 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07860 571732 or 01761 241775 (Somerset)
Honda XR250R, 2000, T&T, low miles, bashplate,
‘guards, green laned only, vgc, £1900. Tel (mobile) 07929
838301 or 01829 740148 (Cheshire)
KTM 450EXC, 2003, very clean, professionally main-
tained, hand /sumpguards, £3450. Tel 07968 826486 (Leics)
Yamaha WR400E, 2003, 53-reg, 13 months old, taxed,
under 400 miles, totally standard with Renthals and road
kit, spares, exc cond, £2995 ono. Tel 01404 811769 (Devon)
Husqvarna TE250, 2003, taxed, one owner, fully
serviced, new c+s, ready to race or trail, £3650 ono.
Tel 07956 393322 (Wilts)
Gas Gas TXT250 Pro trials bike, 2003, blue, one owner,
reday to go, unused past seven months, vgc, £2350.
Tel 07956 393322 (Wilts)
Honda XR250R, 02-reg, taxed, 3000km, sumpguard, full
plastics, exc cond, £2300. Tel 07841 827620 (Northants)
Yamaha TTR250, 1994, T&T, elec start, ideal green
laner, reliable bike, good cond, £1300 ono.
Tel 01902 650344 (W Mids)
KTM 400EXC, 2002, steering damper, sumpguard,
green lane use, £3350. Tel 01953 883735 (Norfolk)
Gas Gas EC400FSE, 03-reg, taxed, elec start, WP
suspension, green lane use, clean and tidy, £2950 ono.
Tel (mobile) 07976 902498 or 0121 477 0940 (Midlands)
Gas Gas EC200, 2002, road reg’d, taxed, Ohlins suspen-
sion front and rear, DEP pipe, Renthals, £1800 ovno.
Tel (eves) 01787 313066 (Suffolk)
Husqvarna TE450, 2004, UK bike, Tag bars, over 45
rider, totally reliable, well maintained, exc cond, £3850.
Tel 01323 761792 (Suffolk)
Honda XR400R, 2000, T&T, performance exhaust,
bashplate, handguards, well looked after, vgc, £2400
ovno. Tel 07801 286250 (N Yorks)
Yamaha DT125R, 1996, blue/white, great fun, ideal
first bike, good cond, phone for details, £650 ono.
Tel Chris on 01924 840160 (W Yorks)
Gas Gas EC300, 2001, road reg’d, T&T, Renthals,
sumpguard, green lane use only, exc cond, £1500.
Tel (mobile) 07887 580989 or 01246 569285 (Derbys)
Honda XR280R, L-reg, well maintained, recent
tyres/seat cover/fork seals and MoT,
sump/frame/handguards, strong reliable trailie, £1395.
Tel 01926 614595 (Warks)
Honda CRM250 AR, V-reg. Yamaha TTR, R-reg. Suzuki
DR-Z400s, 02-reg. All green laned, phone for details.
Tel 01792 842611 (Swansea)
130 TEBM

Honda XR400R, 51-reg, T&T, 5000km, FMF Q-pipe
otherwise standard, trail use only, all bills etc, first to
see will buy, £2500 ono. Tel 07970 276316 (London)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2002, yellow, 2500 miles, fully serv-
iced, Renthals, spare black plastics, good cond, £2600.
Tel (mobile) 07721 033368 or 01474 353760 (Kent)
Kawasaki KLX650, 1993, L-reg, bit tatty but very good
working order, phone for more details, £1500.

Tel Keith (after 7pm) on 01747 828532 (Dorset)

Suzuki DR-Z400E, 2001, braided hose, sumpguard, new
seat cover, regularly serviced, very reliable bike, £2400.
Tel Steve on (mobile) 07802 946331

or 01822 860446 (Devon)

CCM 604E Sport, 2001 model, 51-reg, only 875 miles,
almost showroom cond, £2500 or swap for Honda
Dominator. Tel 01491 834059 (Oxon)

Yamaha YZ426F, 2002, road reg’d, full WR road kit, SPES
race exhaust, new tyres/c+s, Reikon bars, MX plastics
included, £3000. Tel 01202 624783 (Dorset)

Honda TLM220R trail bike, 1990, G-reg, T&T,

3600km, new tyres, vgc for year, £1450 ono.

Tel 07810 508910 (S Wales)

‘Yamaha WR426F, taxed, only 1300 miles, full road kit,
light green lane use only, exc original cond, £3395.

Tel (mobile) 07810 807431 or 01202 659501 (Dorset)
KTM 200EXC, 2003, one owner, vgc, £3000 ono.

Tel 01792 234777 (S Wales)

Honda XL250 Degree, T&T, ideal for small trail rider,
£950 no offers. Tel Rob (anytime) on 07711 186369 (Berks)
Honda XR250R, 1991, T&T, Renthals, handguards,

DEP pipe, green lane use only, vgc, £875 ono.

Tel 01524 822928 (Lancs)

Gas Gas EC125, 2003, road reg’d, complete engine/
gearbox rebuild, new clutch/c+s, exc cond, £2550 ono.
Tel 07989 561819 (York)

Suzuki RM250, 2003, road reg’d, DEP system,
Twinwalls, new chain & srocets/clutch/discs/pads,
lots of spares, enduro plastics, £2500 ono.

(eves) 07981 557915 (Surrey)

Honda XR250, 1996, MoT, 8000km, ex-MoD, new

c+s, exc cond, £1450. Tel 07977 094174 (Dorset)

Yamaha WR426F, 2002, Yamaha road kit, new clutch,
recent tyres/c+s, Renthals, good clean bike, £2950.

Tel (mobile) 07855 414799 or 0115 943 6594 (Notts)

KTM 450EXC, 2004, 1500 miles, 52 hours use, well main-
tained, trail ridden, £300 worth of extras, exc cond, £4400
ono. Tel (mobile) 07742 954570 or 01235 862933 (Oxon)
Yamaha XT660R, 2004, 04-reg, black/grey, taxed, very
low miles, Yamaha warranty, £4150 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07775 591916 or 01269 832193 (S Wales)
Beta Alp 200, 4300km, one mature owner, rear-set pegs,
very economical, good clean bike, suits shorter riders,
£1800 ono. Tel 01235 763989 (Oxon)

Honda XL185, 1980, T&T, 9000 miles, sympathetic
restoration, almost as new, very straight and original,
phone for details, £1000 ovno. Tel (mobile) 07789 562473
or 01603 473909 (Norfolk)
Honda CRM250 AR, 1999, black/red, only 5500km,
Renthals, sump /handguards, vgc, £2950.
Tel (mobile) 07802 358030 OR 01458 253707 (Somerset)
KTM 250EXC 2T, 2004, one owner, new front tyre, hand-
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guards, clutch saver, few spares, maintained regardless
of cost, very clean, £3650. Tel 01260 277552 (Cheshire)
Honda XR400R, 2003, one owner, CRD sumpguard,
Renthals, green laned only, superb example, £2795.

Tel 01625 668966 (Cheshire)

Honda XR400R, 2000 model, alloy bars/handguards,
bashplate, grease nipples throughout, recent chain,
well maintained, good tyres, good cond, £2200.

Tel 01352 759853 (Flintshire)

KTM 300EXC, 2002 model, taxed, one owner, Renthals,
standard engine, reliable, exc original cond, £3200.

Tel 01953 601774 /5 (Norfolk)

Honda CRM250 AR, 1998, red /black, T&T, 15000km,
hand/frame/sumpguards, big pegs, DEP system,

TRF member, new bike forces sale, £2575 ono.

Tel 01509 413096 (Leics)

Yamaha XTZ750, 1990, MoT, 35000 miles, stainless
exhaust, new tyres, 18in alloy rims, Goodridge hoses,
spare engine, £1000. Tel 01620 880239 (E Lothian)

KTM 125EXC, 2004, 25 hours use, 11L tank, black

rims, Braking wave discs, case saver, hand /sumpguards,
mint cond, £3295. Tel 07779 845187 (Cumbria)

Honda XR440R3, 2002, 52-reg, Wiseco kit, pumper carb,
Renthals, sumpguard, CRD frameguards, FMF pipe,
Dyna ignition, AC10s, green lane use only, £2995.

Tel (mobile) 07702 651209 or 01245 854565 (Derbys)
Honda XR400R, 2000, W-reg, red/silver, T&T, braided
brake hose, Acerbis handguards, £2000.

Tel 07747 655200 (Lincs)

Yamaha WR250F, 53-reg, one year old, T&T, 1200 miles,
elec start, road kit, green lane use only, very clean,
standard bike, no time to ride, £4200 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07966 380418 or 01246 207659 (Derbys)
KTM 200EXC, 2003, road reg’d, one owner, little use
by TRF member, mint cond, £2850 ovno.

Tel 01246 413760 (Derbys)

Honda Africa Twin, 1996, T&T, panniers, centre stand,
Scottoiler, well maintained, tidy bike, £2400 ono. Tel
01273 509937 (E Sussex)

TM 125, 1999, recently rebuilt engine, Renthals, ally
tank, vge, £1350. Tel (mobile) 07731 355156 or 01628
635151 (Berks)

Kawasaki KDX250, 1992, T&T, new c+s/tyres, reliable,
spares inc autolube engine, £1395. Tel (mobile) 07801
715631 or 01245 265609 (Essex)

Honda CRM250 AR, 1999, black/red, T&T, only
2900km, sump /handguards, exc corginal cond, £2650.
Tel 01430 828533 (Yorks)

Gas Gas EC450FSE, 2004 model, reg’d Jan ‘04, 14 hours
use, bought from Bike Tech, better than new, £4095 ono.
Tel 01442 384862 (Herts)

Yamaha TTR250 Raid, N-reg, T&T, 9000 miles, excellent
condition, selling due to bigger bike, £1900 ovno.

Tel 0161 969 4280 (Cheshire)

Honda Dominator, 1990, blue, T&T, 28000 miles,
Datatag, Hagon shock, Produro tail pipe, new rear
tyre, £1050. Tel Neil on (mobile) 07870 873979

or 01568 708931 (Hereford)

Honda CRM250 mkIl, 1991, white, T&T, blue USD
forks, commuter use only, tidy cond, £1200 ono.

Tel 01827 250516 (Staffs)

Yamaha TY250 ‘Pinky’, new tyre/graphics, tank cover,

good cond, £875. Also Yamaha Breeze 125 Quad, auto,

many new parts, reverse gear, £750 or may deal on

child’s trials or MX bike with semi-auto or manual ‘box.

Tel (mobile) 07870 873979 or 01568 708931 (Hereford)

Yamaha Serow, 1986, new clutch/shock/swingarm

bearings, good cond, £795 ono. Tel 01793 700348 (Wilts)

Kawasaki KDX200, 1997, road reg’d, new tyres, well

maintained, great bike, £1595. Tel (mobile) 07885 941969

or 01202 841932 (Dorset)

Kawasaki KDX220, 03-reg, taxed, only 400 miles, road

lights, speedo, MX tyres, green lane use only, as new,

£2700. Tel 01706 878782 (Lancs)

KTM 200EXC, 2001, road reg'd, FMF pipe, Fatbars, wave

discs, ‘03 plastics, spares inc plastics and pipe, £2150.

Tel 02380 693967 (Hants)

Beta Alp 200, 2000, X-reg, T&T, only 5500km, sensible

mods, great example, £1600. Tel 01622 721677 (Kent)

Honda XR400R, 2001, T&T, 4700km, Renthals,

hand /sumpguards, lowered, two new tyres, all

original spares kept, excellent condition, £2500 ono.

Tel 07890 415951 (London)

Yamaha TTR250, 1994, MoT, 28000km, new

battery/pads, road tyres plus selection of knobblies,

vge, £1350 ono. Tel 07773 233091 (Essex)

KTM 525EXC, reg'd 02, taxed, 1600 miles, new fork

seals, vge, bargain at £3200. Tel 07714 124620 (E Sussex)

Suzuki DR-Z4008S, 2001, Y-reg, blue/white, T&T, 3600

miles, handguards, used three times off-road, not for me,

£2500. Tel 07789 413853 (Oxon)

Kawasaki KDX220, ‘03 model, 3200 miles, FMF system,

Renthals, frameguards etc, new piston fitted at 2500

miles, maintained regardless of cost, £2450 ono.

Tel 01366 387091 (Norfolk)

Yamaha WR426F, 2002, road reg’d, taxed, FMF Q-pipe,

recent tyres/c+s, well maintained, with receipts, good

condition, £3000 ono. Tel (mobile) 07761 823625

or 01235 527599 (Oxon)

Honda XLR250 Baja, 1993, T&T, 23500km, religiously

maintained, exc cond, inc some spares, £1600 or swap

plus cash for CRF450. Tel 01929 481500 (Dorset)

KTM 250EXC 4T, 2003 model, 02-reg, elec start,

sump/handguards, clutch saver, recent c+s, well

maintained, £2750 or may consider p/x.

Tel 01252 654722 (Hants)

Yamaha WR400E, 1999, V-reg, T&T, good cond, £1950

ono. Tel 01455 230546 (Leics)

Honda Dominator 650, X-reg, 6200 miles, road use only,

good cond, £2000. Tel (eves) 01425 278618 (Dorset)

KTM Rallye, 1997, two-and-a-half days racing after

£2000 engine rebuild, some spares, vgc, make exc

Christmas present, £2750 ono. Tel 01269 594604 (Carms)

Yamaha XTZ750, F-reg, 36000 miles, new discs, recent

tyres/c+s, genuine original cond, £1350.

Tel 07761 360288 (Staffs)

Honda CRM250 mkIII, L-reg, T&T, 3500km, totally

original bike, not seen dirt, stunning example, £1700

or p/x for XLR/XR250. Tel 01942 517915 (Lancs)

Honda CR250 enduro, reg’d 02, lights etc, good cond,

£2000. Tel 01473 712621 (Suffolk)

Honda XR600R, 1998, 3000 miles, HRC race kit, all per-
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formance parts fitted, Talons, never been dirty, spares,
must be seen, £2300. Tel 01732 865964 (Kent)

Yamaha Serow, 1991, MoT, dual start, religiously
maintained, many new parts and spares, can email pics,
call for details, £1250 ono. Tel 01256 861759 (Hants)
Honda XR400R, 2002, 150 miles, road use only, Renthals,

skidplate, frameguards, totally as new, offers over, £3000.

Tel 0151 428 8420 (Lancs)

KTM 200SX, 2003, never raced, clean and tidy bike, very
reliable, must sell, £2500 inc light kit. Tel (mobile) 07710
143975 or 01455 285398 (Leics)

Yamaha XT225 Serow, 1996, N-reg, purple/white, T&T,
two lady owners since imported in 1998, vgc, £1500.

Tel 01483 760293 (Surrey)

Honda XL600, 1986, T&T, dual start, Laser exhaust,
superb cond, must be seen, £1550. Tel (mobile) 07715
731333 or 01386 833210 (Worcs)

Yamaha XT600 Tenere, 1986, blue/yellow, MoT, 30000
miles, dual start, new battery/fuel pump, original except
for stainless exhaust, exc cond, £1400. Tel (mobile) 07976
216472 or 02380 453516 (Hants)

Yamaha WR426F, 02-reg, taxed, sump/frame/hand-
guards, new tyres/Renthal c+s, well looked after, £3200
ono. Tel 07708 359670 (Essex)

Honda CRM250 mklI, T&T, one owner, new c+s, RSV
pipe, Aktive reeds, alloy bashplate, clean original bike,
£1650. Tel (mobile) 07711 471774 or 01235 510133 (Oxon)
Suzuki DR350S, 1992, J-reg, blue/white, T&T, vgc,
£1250 ono. Tel 01844 281051 (Oxon)

Suzuki DR350SE, T-reg, T&T, FSH, new tyres, standard
bike, good cond, £1700 ono. Tel 07816 347681 (Derbys)
KTM EXC 4T, ‘04 model, hardly used, £4500.

Tel 07816 388791 (Oxon)

Honda Dominator 650, W-reg, red, 6000 miles, as new,
£2500 or p/x BMW R/GS. Tel (mobile) 07980 480032 or
01295 750665 (Oxon)

Yamaha XT500, 1979, MoT, 27000 miles, 90percent
original, vge, £1100 ono. Tel 07901 932954 (Beds)

Honda CT125C, 1984 model, very rare twin-shock
trailie, log book, small jobs needed for MoT, £795 ovno.
Tel 01298 22080 (Derbys)

Suzuki DR350, 1991, not ridden since 1999, good cond,
call for more details, cheap green laner at £900.

Tel (mobile) 07976 283019 or 0115 930 4543 (Derbys)
Gas Gas EC300, taxed, new c+s, forks serviced, green
lane use, clean and pampered, rider retiring, £2750 ovno.
Tel 01942 797160 (Lancs)

KTM 400EXC, 2005 model, 04-reg, ten hours road/
green lane use, factory sump/handguards, absolutely
immaculate, as new, £4850 ovno. Tel (mobile) 07765
241128 or 01249 650067 (Wilts)

Yamaha WR250F, reg’d 2004, road kit, Trailtech
computer, barkbusters, light use, mint cond, £4700.

Tel 07717 690656 (Somerset)

Yamaha WR426F, 02-reg, taxed, sump/frame/hand-
guards, new Renthal c+s/tyres, well looked after,

£3200 ono. Tel 07708 359670 (Essex)

Kawasaki KDX200, 1998, R-reg, T&T, FMF pipe,
Renthals, many spares inc standard exhaust system,
well cared for, exc cond, £1750. Tel 01386 858552 (Worcs)
Suzuki DR250, R-reg, elec start, Acerbis ‘guards, new

132 TBM

tyres/c+s, exc green lane bike, good cond, £1400 ono.
Tel 01325 377296 (N Yorks)

KTM 400EXC, 2004, 1200 miles, 52 hours use, bashplate,
handguards, excellent condition, £4100 ovno.

Tel 01405 818896 (S Yorks)

KTM 450EXC, 2004 model, road kit, clutchsaver, skid
plate, meticulously maintained, too fast for owner, £4200
ono. Tel 01531 650433 (Hereford)

Yamaha TTR250, 2003 UK model, only 1000 miles,
balance of Yamaha warranty, as new, £2995 ono or

poss p/x. Tel 01629 823276 (Derbys)

KTM 250EXC 2T, 2003 Six Days special, new c+s, hand-
guards, clutchsaver, well maintained, £2700 or poss p/x
for CRF250X. Tel (eves) 01242 514856 (Gloucs)

CCM 604DS, 2001, good cond, £2900 ono.

Tel 07812 014690 (W Mids)

Gas Gas EC450FSE, 2004, £3500. Also Gas Gas EC250,
2001, new piston/rings, £1700. Both bikes fully road
legal. Tel 07801 473775 (N Ireland)

KTM 400EXC, 2003, Dynojetted, green lane use only,
vgc, lost licence forces sale, £3200.

Tel 01756 791755 (Yorks)

Honda TL125, been stood around, good runner, all origi-
nal, could do with front pipe, £400. Tel 01604 832162
(Northants)

Yamaha TTR250 Raid, 1996,, N-reg, T&T, 9000 miles,
mint cond, exc first bike, sale due to bigger bike, £1900
ovno. Tel 0161 969 4280 (Cheshire)

TM 250E enduro 4T, kick start model, road reg’d,
stored last two years, vgc, exc green laner, £2250.

Tel (mobile) 07715 013534 or 0161 474 0773 (Cheshire)
Yamaha WR450F, 2003, green lane use only, handguards,
new c+s/boots, £4000 ono or swap elec start WR250F
etc. Tel 07879 845063 (Avon)

KTM 450EXC, 2004, taxed, 200 miles, used twice

only, not raced, plus parts, exc cond, £4250.

Tel 07711 440593 (Surrey)

Beta Alp 200, 03-reg, yellow, 6000km, never off-roaded,
new rear tyre, Sola-Larmed, £2100 firm, no canvassers.
Tel 01204 883659 (Lancs)

Honda XR400R, 1996, T&T, recent c+s and fork seals,
plus wheel/steering/swingarm bearings, some spares
and extras, £1750 ono. Tel 07821 262992 (Northants)
Suzuki DR-Z400S, 2000 model, T&T, Renthals, CRD
guards/bashplate, bargain at £2350.

Tel 01773 872645 (Derbys)

Yamaha PW50, automatic, one year old, suit
age 3-6, very little use, vgc, bargain at £650.
Tel Shane on 01202 682601 (Dorset)

Beta Alp 200, 2001, 51-reg, T&T, low miles, dual start,
new tyres, exc cond, £1700 ono. Tel 07903 871584 (Herts)

WRANTED

Wanted forks and shock for 2004 Honda CRF450R.

Tel (mobile) 07786 270002 or 01603 879739 (Norfolk)
Wanted bashplate for XR400R, prefer wraparound type.
Tel 02920 843643 (S Wales)

Wanted front disc for CCM 604E DS, new or used,

or info on dealer/distributor so I can source one.

Tel Glenn on 07813 276290 (Bucks)

Wanted rear wheel rim for Suzuki DR-Z400E.

Tel Ian (after 18:30) on 01507 578436 (Lincs)

Wanted for DR-Z400, tank, seat, all plastics,

S-model clocks, CRD exhaust and sumpguard.

Tel 01792 535738 (Glamorgan)

Wanted Honda XL600R parts, sidepanels, light
switchgear, speedo cable, silencer and workshop
manual. Tel 01780 740914 (Cambs)

Wanted Suzuki RM250 rolling chassis, early ‘90s,
must have USD forks, airbox, wheels etc, engine not
required, for project. Tel 01737 780247 (Surrey)

Wanted XR250 cylinder head or complete engine.

Tel 01793 700348 (Wilts)

Wanted aftermarket exhaust or silncer for 1992 Honda
Transalp 600. Also Kawasaki Tengai rear shock, side-
panels and other bits needed. Tel 01706 878782 (Lancs)
Wanted large tank for 2001 YZ426F.

Tel 01751 473666 (N Yorks)

Wanted Honda XR200 or XL185 engines, or parts required,
anything considered. Tel Mike on 01793 337571 (Wilts)
Wanted for Honda TL125S, genuine toolbox, standard
exhaust rear heatshield and silencer, indicators, lighting
kit, gasket set, owners handbook and factory manual.
Tel 01904 490764 (Yorks)

Wanted front caliper and master cylinder for Gas Gas
250. Tel 07801 473775 (N Ireland)

Wanted header pipe for 2004 KTM 450EXC, standard
or aftermarket part. Tel (mobile) 07802 195597 or 01620
893327 (E Lothian)

SPARARES

Rally/adventure bashplate for XR650R, large side
compartments, front toolbox, high quality, professionally
made, powder-coated, can email pics, £320 ono.

Tel 01189 671838 (Berks)

Wulfsport lined waterproof trousers, 36in waist, 34in
leg, black with red panel, armour in knees/hips, used
once, £20. Tel 02920 843643 (S Wales)

Single-bike trailer, complete with ramp, lightboard
and spare tyre, fully galvanised, good cond, £120.

Tel 01536 770651 (Northants)

Silencer for KTM LC4/SXC, £95. Duke bar-end
weights, £10. Touratech control lamps, set, £20.

Tel 07717 093228 (Lancs)

XT350 parts, 1995 model, barrel piston, swingarm, rear
shock plus odds ‘n’ sods, all good, £150. Also KX200
seat and rear caliper. Tel 01604 832162 (Northants)

Set of MX wheels for CCM 604. Also Remus end can,
17T front sprocket, headlamp, Scottoiler, new chain,
offers. Tel (mobile) 07817 518685 or 01204 848162 (Lancs)
Comfort seat for KTM LC4 640, as new, £40 ono.

Tel (mobile) 07813 005308 or 01495 769559 (S Wales)
KTM parts, DEP enduro can to suit 2004 4T, cost £255,
sell for £180. Plus many more new spares inc filters,
levers, plastics. Tel 01531 650433 (Hereford)

Renthal top clamp and bar mounts to suit Yamaha
YZ/WR426/400/250125, mint, £80.

Tel 01942 216967 (Lancs)

Alpinestars Tech 6 boots, size 10/44-45 euro,

Tech 8 buckles, walked in only, as new, £120.

Tel 01942 216967 (Lancs)

Complete piston kit for CRM250 mKII, includes
small-end, pin, circlips, unused and boxed, £60.

Tel 01252 654722 (Hants)

Parts for 2003 Honda XR400R, tank, seat, fenders,

all red, original tank decals, all mint cond, offers.

Tel 01942 517915 (Lancs)

SWM enduro and trials spares, new and used, ring
with requirements. Tel 07789 995646 (Somerset)

FMF Q-pipe system for 2002 WR250F, with Powerbomb
header, looks great, enduro legal and more power, £200.
Tel (mobile) 07710 459196 or 01923 469858 (Herts)

Solid rear disc for Honda XR400R, IMS gear lever, air
filter, all like new, £60 the lot. Tel (mobile) 07860 358325
or (02825 649900 (Co Antrim)

Renthal Twinwalls, £40. REP alloy filler cap for DR-Z,
£15. Motion Pro 8.5in tyre levers, £10. Scott Six Days
bumbag, £20. WR/DR-Z plug spanner, £5.

Tel 01380 729982 (Wilts)

Owners service manual for WR250FP, as new, £20. Also
Axo knee pads, as new, £10. Tel (mobile) 07710 459196 or
01923 469858 (Herts)

KTM Big Bomb full exhaust, WP hard shock spring,
high seat, all to fit 520/525 models, all as new, £350.

Tel 01873 880549 (Monmouthshire)

DEP pipe for Suzuki DR350, new, £100. Sumpguard,
£30. Frameguards, £15. Tel 01803 529661 (Devon)

Seat cover for KTM 200, brand new, £25.

Tel 020 8249 2767 (Kent)

Back issues of TBM, issues 1,2, 12-14, 22, 29, 33,

44, 54, 58, 61, 64-66, 68, 70, 72, all mint, offers.

Tel Brian on 02891 471446 (N Ireland)

Standard exhaust system for XR600, complete, vgc,
£100 plus p&p. Tel 01204 430451 (Lancs)

Parts for Suzuki DR800 DR Big, sidepanels, £20.
T/strips, £4. Front fender, £10. Rear fender and toolbox,
£15. Headlamp plus bracket, £15. Rear light, £10. Pair of
wheels, £70. Tel 01767 640252 (Beds)

STOLEN

Stolen KTM 400EXC, 2000 model, reg X632 LDD, frame
no VBKRACA402YM329798, engine no 0059502606,
stolen from Reading in late October, reward offered

for return of bike. Tel (mobile) 07969 130609

or 01189 835326 (Berks)

Stolen KTM 400EXC, 2004 model, Works team graphics,
frame no VBKRCA403N221538, engine no 0459585107,
stolen from High Wycombe area between the hours of
05:15 and 08:30 on 26 October. Tel 07967 663029 (Bucks)
Stolen HM Honda CRE250, 1997 model, reg P850 PLM,
frame no 0200281, eng no 6002434, white sidepanels and
tank, black backgrounds, red fenders, CRE250 graphics,
race no 140 on front plate, lighting kit, ignition cover is
larger than normal with “HM’ on it, stolen from High
Wycombe on 12 November, £500 reward for recovery.
Any info please tel (mobile) 07963 820935

or 01494 448485 (Bucks)
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