


Pure Enduro it snt. &

@ WHEN SUZUKI INTRODUCED THE PES N low speeds and a mild powerband that
1977, serious enduro rders understood  gave non-hreatening throltl response.
one thing about the bike despitefs Pure  Two years ago the Suzuki setlled n s
Enduro" designation, the factoryintended  riche beside cther famiy-enduro bixes

s the Honda M “a




SUlURI PE250 TEST

ow people in the Suzuki organization
idoa maneatvs abowt e S5ma ot
tial as an Axider's machine. Stl, there
were many key company peopie who had
wanted to see a more competition-ork-
ented 250, Inate 1977 and 78, the voices
for a ine wer

and the PE's. Yamaha too has kept work-
ing with their IT250, which has been su
clently refined to rank with the best i its
class. The Suzuki is Sil an excellent

suspension and more horsepower.
Most of the PE250's major components
the

fed. The result of thei effort was an
ver—the PE17S,

10 250, So for 178 the original PE is just
about where it was tWo years ago i

a ftle, but not much. Unfortu:
nately (for those who compel

Can-Am, Husqvarna and KTM have all
improved recently and have widened the.
ap between thalr level of performance.

“With the increased rake

and wheeloase, the PE's
Chatﬂ( teristically siow

ride the 250 you immedi-
ately notice that i
ong and stable.

e orginal
and many of those parts were mod
Eaton o the FNVES, SUmuA ahose 16
base ihe enduro bike on the motocrosser
because th ngine would adapt
casly lo enchro work Suzud changed
7 motocrosser's powerpla
:anl\y from the RM-A's Tt

&7mm x 70

.0 theory a fong-stroke engine pro-
ces more i Tange pover oracouple

E

P U

port space. Taller ports, or ones more

nearly square, as a rule scavenge btter

B

sulting in more power
at o engine spaoc
ecaae a orauey engine was neces-
sy, to st PE oncuro bk usod tre
rcgeneraion AMs cylinder, bt the
BE can i ah etunetan
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SUZUKI PE250 TEST

Shorter teke: g exhaustort ning
th the

Both the PE-C and this year's PE-N si
ea ne 77 3508 yindes Tyaut
“The PE's cylinder is one of the reasons

we say the bike is basically well designed.

‘There i a lot of avallable port area, but
uzuki chose 1o use small pors f

the powerband sane. In fact, the beefy

motocross transmission wouldn't do; the.

PE had o have & wide-ratio gearbox o
alow easy igh-speed crosscounry 1

9. Several eng oo mad:
the PE sutable for woods
wor Thougn the PE-S/RM.B crankhaf

ro denicl. tho ef shank o
to accept an
of msanots AywhealeTHe
change served two purposes. I provided

It groaby oA e o the PE
enough 1 peopl, In any
im0 eyl it o el

g
ters away from pmdwrmz some very se-
rious horsepows

Gihar ongine parts were taken directy
from the RM, including the clutch.
straight-cut primary gears and engin
cases. Naturally, a close-ratio six-speed

and lose revs more siowly, and the heav-
fer outside flywheel provided the charging
colls necessary to power the light

8o

th the induction and exhaust sys-

tems on the original PE were virtually

identical 1o the RM's. Suzukis standard
d/pistonpor nducton

r/gat h bot
o o x it e e

oo an i Ve to o s oonics

metal, two-petal reed assembly controls

mastof helnducton fow n owpm vso
ure is stll entering

rough he piston.controlled ports. Snce

the Suzuki Uses reeds primarly for low-
1pm crankease charging, the res
manufactured to be

high-rpr

 thro
m has
odel year, and the.new PEN
employs this time-ssted induction
Since the eded a very quiet ex-
haust system, the RM's pipe had some
internal baffles added. The PE muffing
system as applied to the A-bike has been

updated only in minor ways since 1877.




Surprisingly, the PE's designers made

'o changes 10 the RM frame when they
chose to use it for the enduro bike. They
shortened the RM's suspension about an
inch at each end and it up con-
siderably. For finishing touches, detail
parts were changed to make the PE
cross-country ready. A large 32-gallon
gas tank was fitted: a skid plate, larger
seat and speedometer

‘Suzuki tookthe path many manufactur-
ers have followed: slightly modify a moto-
crosser's engine and suspension, and
then add the “enduro” accessories. Onf
& few years ago that was an accepted

2

a more than acceptable enduro mount
srovkded the basic motocross ke i
was an expartieve
Compeilion mactine, But Byel temmed
ihe orina PE “an exceptonaly appeal
ing enduro/playbike.”
.

o
s e e oo e
axle. The PE also employs a new system
Tosenurs therear troks el
previous models the to
othe fontofthe sving T
oid the possibilty of a rock damaging
e . backng plats “say” Smiarto

the formula,
band off as well as bvondemng tor e
PE. Suzuki also softened th

s lhi o nerel ol
handie even relatively high speeds. Nev-
ertises,the bescs were tere, and the
PE could be easily modified 10 be com-
petitve, m Suzak iders cemon:
strated that fact in 1978, St the speed
fricks did not, and have not, trcki
to

hamber caling s s e corres-

0 7.2:1. This modifi-

Saton, compined wih sar changes

the air intake tract that produce batfer

esling, e ¢ datevnien
the entire power curve

hassis mprovements are kewiss

bearing-mounted swing arm-—leaving the
PE without a floating rear brake.

Detail improvements include the addi-
tion of @ quick-change rear wheel. T

nail-cam adjusters
for quick chain malntananc: complete.
the rear wi
With the increased rake and wheel-
base, the PE's characteristcally siow and
‘easy handiing has been enharced. When
you ride the 250 you immediately
that its long, stable and—wi
t=not too high. On fire roads
ind in r0ugh Gross-Country terrain these
characteristics are appreciated. But when
You get up into the hills on some tight
tralls, the bike's 57-inch whesloase be-
‘comes a handicap because the PE tends.
loresis quiK tums. Swichbacks rsquire
the rder to musce e bike: one ech-
ol 1o overseer 6

minor. The head angle has been
ai omenal degras, 1o'30 egress, ot lononaRy an fake acvantags of
This

15mm-onger wheelbase and four mill-
meters more trail. Longer fork siders,

tac S0 or caorss eapa o8
tinued on page 2

Make and Model
Price, suggested retail
ENGINE
Type

Bore and stroke.

Exhaust system

cHAsSIS

ber
it e o USES cppeoiec spark e

a5 1500, 24/20 (0915 2153 (9 0695, 16,26

Type Single-downtube, ful-cradle
steel frame; tubular swing arm

‘Suzuki PE25ON  Suspension, front
$1698

rear

Two-stroke; case-reed valve/piston-port

incicton; sle cyinder  Wheslbsss
0.0mm  Rake/trai
stace 150 0 m) Brake, front.
721 (rapped) rear
(h3emm kit Wheol, tront
ion charnt
rear

Ignition Capacitor-discharge; external rotor With two rim locks
iagneto  Tire, front 300x 21 IRC Volcanduro VE-1
Air filtration Oiled, washable foam 450 18 IRC Volcanduro VE
Oil capacity 900cc  Seat height 1mim (35,1 in)
Ground clearance 267mm (105in)
TRANSMISSION Fuel capacty 12 iters (32 gallons)
Type 8 spaed it oo ey i) we»gm ull ank 121 kg (266 105.)
jutch  Test wel 197 kg (436 105)
Primary drive. vaigncut goare 60122.2727
Final drive DD szn ctaic; 52113 prockale; 401 CUSTOMER SERVICE CONTACT
Gear ratios (at 266632/12(2)1.750;  Customer Relations Department

(218) 921-4451

e o et e

Gonion it Vil 500w (391 0 o
Standard hub with 150mm (5.91 in.) shoes.

USS. Suzuki Motor Corp.
13767 Freeway Drive
Sante Fe Springs, CA 90670

\-damped, steek-spring fork

©1in)of ravel
Gas-iled, throe-way adusiable
pre-oad KYB shacks.

14s5mm (573 n)

re0s/130 mm (512 )

PR 570
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‘wheslbase an inch or two shorter would
way 1o give the PE some addi-

tional aglity. The present di
e PE250 would make an u
able trade-offf the Suzuki were a superd
High-peed roughran handr. 8t s

behavior only ocours as the fork bottoms

suspension and frame, and the. PE
bt !hsse ro\levs‘ ot when
ettoming on it g

bmzmg Sross county. on paper e 8.
ravel fork 1o be capable of

e e e i e
duro rider will confront. Many enduro

lon Syt precashy. Sices aro
controlable, and wheelies to clear obsta-
cles are easy in first and second gears.
th brakes provide powerful and pro-

i o i blkes have more than ine inches of gressie siopping. The front uni es-
oo e o ravel pecially the cable-
It actuated rear sight
Oy o dossntput59.1 nchesogood use. The  whis slowing e bike down N or over
ATHE Bk SR || e sping raies and Gamoing acion Str buos. Both tres ar IR Vocar
NEWAOORESS R owe | 3 ot capabo of dolng il he PE'  durcs, an they provide very good (o
o o8 o) n especally over soft ground.

Namo ranky, this is curious because the Though the new PE has a iitle more
R = PEVT vhos me idenial fork, and iho.horspowera very point han s rece-
= small bko's poriomance Gessors, the feel of the powerband has

o B e res

se
st 15 53

of travel, and its spring rate is 311
winding ac-
has

For afrec government catalog
g U S0 o

lom S weight s 28 pounds heaver than
175, Also, 5W/20 oilis a bit fight

sprung conety o fastrrougher g,
and theye pretty good. They don't fade
b el

bit stff but st comfortable. In combina-
tion with the fork, though, they make the

n one set of particular circumstances
the Suzuki's suspension combination pro-
duces odd results. Over a roling trail—
which woud bo st to a serés of
jumps on a motocross course—the fork
bottoms at the base of IKKIIENWS (151030
feet from 10p 10 bottom
oo varcar hopy. By oo the' o 13
problem: s typical of allbut the very best
long-travel forks. The Suzuki, however,
thing else. Just as it bottoms

onse is excep-
tionally clean and very gradual, th
rises lurking in the PE'S

plant, thanks 1o th
magneto flywheels. This power o
pacene £ s pete ol ol

riders who stil want an engine which
Produces a far amountof peak power

fidertotacklo anv terrain at speeds up o
and fifth gears are over-
v (0315 ands 0652) and hores &

That doesn't really matter because fourth,
with a top speed of over 60 mph,
handle these situations.

\gagement is always precise,
nough thres a fit long lever o
Shitswihout e roblemif

i e thiotie amost
e i ed
precissproviced the otch s used. Ever
under abuse

10-plate assembly (five
plates) reflects some thorough develoy
ment work. The innermost plate is steel
rathe tranaluriour becase duminum

oltee s prssina o1 bt 3des
ei hape

Overall. the ws ‘s basically sound. Its
roots are in a winning motocrosser. In

Gaaiging the. orgnal PE. and ofning
subsequent versions, Suzuki engineers.

S z: : =

the trail It sn't forktube flex alone which
s the culprit, though the bike's behavior
suggests some ming flexing of thedmm

docile enough to attract that largest seg-
mentof the market,the Play Riders. In the
process they've left competition riders
h

e
o, Our idershad ot oer

ianging.
250 noeds better suspension and more
horsepower. They also know those ingre-

enced such a

spec-

Uate on e causes. To reteral, e

PE. For 1979, though. the PE250 retains

s place as an ext

duro bike, a sturdy playbik:

meat for KTMs, Huskies and s
o




