Gompeition Test

To conclude our assessment of the new Suzuki “Pure Enduro” KEL
WBARNE rode the bike t the Blue Light Enduro, siaged by the Plice otor
Sports Club at Noojee in

gresy conditions intespersd with fat, open forest tracks Kel ran tho 25 o
second outright and_second in clus The bike which won outright
other PEZS0! The THO WHEELS ichine fan stock standard jetting
but was fitted w 2h cabls, Bridiestone t5ves ront and rear x and Nagura
contial levers in place. of the brite standard_units. In
outof-the-crate wi

We think a lot of fast riders will
like the PE250 — and we think a
b asmnioie il
abou

THE THREE JAPANESE

these companies like

‘Such \dwlcgm Kept the threeat it in
the race for the Great Dirty Dollar
i ) s il
through  agriculturals,  miniMXers,
MXers, even' the trials scene untl there
was litle left to tackle.

That ot the enduro/s
machinery. Forgott
Sovicane oace smid 1 ol be tie et
dronghold forthe Buropeans as the

ese had decided the sales were too

e requirements for building 8

ng winning machine were
- nd the encuimbrances ST making
machines  sireot  rogistrable
impractical

Bt fimes change, und atter Honds

the

Tspe of

ith world ites on every wall (pasting
the Yamaha cantilevers around. in
attempt), just 5 and Join the
Eoin - i oo sty praviding
the B350 enduro, i version of what
an all-round serious trail bike, twoday
reliability. mali machine and enduro
racer should be like

“Tho BE i based on the technology of
the MX-winni

what makes a bush busher go the
at a hard pace.

Some company test claims are
normally hard to swallow. But not with
e P, The British ISDT boys enered
three of the new 250s in the I
e
rosuls.

The three bikes took three gold
medal in the 250 class, the fist time'a
Japanese manufacturer has taken gold









@ & first attempt. Reports on the PE's

Overall feeling among the riders
d spectators was that the Suzukis
e lpressive pieces of machinery

sbriously the model has a fow things

going for it!

want, The bike
chrome-moly frame from the RM
but the rear unit mounting point on the
swinging arm s closer i

to lower the eng

m RM.

The front forks are also different,
with rubber gaiters for cleanliness. But
the forks oo have 25 mm less travel

than the RMs. Which means the overall
height of the PE is less; everything is
slightly lower, Yet overall travel for the
front. and rear wheels is still more than
considerable. All this means the rider of
the PE will feel the bike i lighter and
although it weighs in at a healthy 110
kg (243 1b) dry — right in the middle of
the top enduro bikes. But the
impression of weight is just not there.
he_overall appearance also looks

the very flat triple clamps which
e the forks in against the steering head.
Maico first did this but others have
found the steering answer is here. The
forks have leading axles to offset them
being brought back closer to the bike.

he PE gets futher changes {rom the
EM in the brakes. Rear drum/hub is the
same, which means riders must watch

is & bitch to adjust. The front on the PE
gots a completely new hub, almost twice
the dismeter of the RM's, which

The RM frame

Tmproved airbox
allbus reasonadie

PE desgn s go0d
with lofs of
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inclucesthe speedo/odometer drive
The brake i effective, provides good

edback and dries quiokly after whier
e does no. ade after road vse and will
e hardchargers in the

be a boon
sort.

of the new Enduro hs
508 dnlm\ The lo

Sithou Toding much st the top end of
the scale.

The PE is definitely not a plodder at
the bottom end but is excellent about
mid field up. Even with the low 29:1
overall first gear the rider must watch
the clutch and be ready to get to it
while riding rocks and hard, tight treed
sections, as the bike has a fendency to
suddonly juststop!

But escentially
tough frame and well-b
complete with the reliability

Swing arm is curved where sas
uniy motnt, There's hain G
place of the guide bul it's not strong
ough. Two Roles in swing arm_ will

acoapt accessory heaty duty lensiorer
and guide.  Tores “are RC (Innoue
Rubber Compa mal tyres ore
B agestones hich are good valve
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expects from Suzuki. It also has &
compromise
works very wel
travel of 1
front forks p everything prtty
well nly Jaring note
deep 'mulv narrow gullies in undulating
which whip the rider’s wrists
The rear umkcm! bottomad, The
prings are 00 soft for hard
Tocky talls Wth two separate

ould be o simple matter to
change the softer ones for a heavier
initial rate. Again it comes back o rider
preference. By our rating the rear s 3

P s B S ions
in NSW and Vietoris.

The fittings on the new Suzuki are
right in with weight-watchers! Plastic as

mber_plate, speedo (in
Sty dien sm,.em.x working on one

test machine in'3 km, small switches
hich need sealant for muddy enduro
work' ‘and fully  breaibie ‘levers.
hrotuis action is quick and soft

ible, The _unusual

e oy s sl ek
like
RM $100,
Aume mnm uam will op for a plastc
the

Pl I
round to resl time. The 12 s will
gel a rider between 105 and 185 ki

rapidly smear the rider’s back
d mud. A decper arched,

longaided rotr guud would do
one likes sliding all over a
trying to ride steep

N lves £, the Tooke. T Hght
side kickstarter lever even gots a small
ubber boot to protect the hinge
section. Nice touch. The PE starts i
two kicks every time, The Mikuni has a
small choke lever on the right hand side
for the cold starts. Slightly rich as new
we left things as they came. The two
bikes ridden never loaded up and would

really get it together at the top end of
the rev range.

Just filling the tank was essier than
normal d the large and
Srenton plstio cap. Extier reuelling at
checkpoinis means ess time siationary
 important when you o doing it all
your own time. The throtle action is




light, something rare on a production
bike. The grips are okay and the black
e 1ot too wide st 813 mm (32 in),

iders all lo\md "the bike cumlan.nl)lo

The bike also likes
approtch. The rear bmke s hattery sod
hard ugh downhills, A
ol louing hnckmz “Plats brake would
help considereb

o et Diaka s sgsalint i ihe
O e

woods he PS s
hard to pass! We thought the gror

e
good_enoug pe with the grest

things. This was
one thing that occurred a number of
The PE is a natural slider. But as the
bike ean tum so well the real fasties will
stk to squaring the tum and driving

out. Doesn’t look 4 good but it keeps
the'rider moving. The. front s light
enough to lift even while pegged out in

feel is nice for th

ceuracy. Whick
the greatest rubbish ve ridden on
for years! Even just testing the bike on

Top:
there’
place Tor tostlt on the
rule, @ great idea and works well

ffer less fravel than R and are sightly too soft
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Toolkit is poor. PE is nearly all Phillips heads .. _and
onty plashe sip in dricerwhich s hopeless Thare isno

the road in front of home the rear
snaked and slid around fike wet clay!

Not good enough!
The. sidestand is held up by an
under-frame spring. 11 noeds curelul
s lost the.

stump. And in serub country the lack of

levar wires between geurlever and frame
and brake lever and frame became

.\m\u) i, There are small breckets thers
you can fit them but they are not

Provided
The bash plte is good but g

lots of mud. The footpegs remain

e Pl o

the to
tensioner nm the rear sprocket, but no.
major guide like on the RM. Because

no guide the strength and
durability of the tensioner is a must
with the long travel suspension. As i

s one PE lost its chain twice in the
wet slopes.

“That almost akes caro o tho minor
blemishes. Ti of
provison for a ol it o
it the bike. A podt ane at that. Al
wts are Phillips heads. So do you get
ice strong T-plece screwdrivar? No jus

me crumay plasic hundie s in
thing-amejig!  Wea enduro
criented Mo place o put any of 1

' “Super” iy and

cither. A bag or case would be
[

0k il cam
sepuate large nuts which do ...,. Castors
the bra Like 8

s to the aircloaner is
o o the carby,and chan, \Ah\ch gets

attention 1o things like cabl
wiring and the fittings is excellent. In
the final rosult Suzuki d o

fast, racy and lithe enduro bike into a
competiive market. The bike feels and
actfaclighter _ than _is

Competitive low weight s, It stops,

turns among the best and is capable of
being ridden at disbolical speeds in the
ush — provided one dumps the
e
strong and relisble, the frame, the
i an ittt e

ity of mind is imporant. The
offers that.

Suzuki PE: ors frors
Sl 1 s asing et o v
riders, It has good boltom end, superb
midinge nd g the top,

s the 250 m.n undoubledly be
a huge success thore only remains the
370... Gasp! .




