SUZUKF'S NEW!

THE OLD ADDAGE: CIOSE ONLY COUNTY
UNFORTUNATELY HOLDS TRUE IN/ TH
ANEWLY GROWING SEGMENT OF ENDURG




HORSESHOES
RST EFFORT OF
KES

ounding Into the enduro field
with the customary muddy
boote, mountain trail fever

and & ot of A ko Suzuki

acdor ho PE 550 1o tnlr e of
e § motoreyces The main re
50 bike are obvious.

duro riding, Twor!

At fst glance, i looks e a preg-
nant larger capacity
oo st O ekt o gnt
numberplate//speedo combination
ffont, and e large muffe Give i &
swollen fook

Many of the components on the
new PE are from the RM stables. For
instance, the engine is basically an
A unif, The intoroal combustion
chamber and related parts have been
olina s s i e
ing you better torque and a more

eding gro
x has been stretched

somewhat. Instead of the close ratio
s, the PE goes for a higher

overall gear ratio situation, but stil
retains a selection of five different
gear plateaus to play with.

The reed induction system is stil
doing the main chore of feeding the
proper amount of fuel into the cylin-

oy means of a 36mm Mikuni carb.
Ignition has been changed so that
both the headight and tailight bulbs
will burn, derived by adding lighting
colls to the PEI

The frame is all BM. No additional
s have been

RM. The only addition 10 the frame
structure s a skid plate below the
belly of the engine, 50 that you don't
get an exploded view of your gear-
box after picking your way through &
rock section.
Suspension Is still supplied by
e U Gt e
dampened forks (without the
addtion m Pl
it o inghisa bficace
Therear Boingers are aiso. Kayaba

units with three-way adjustable
spring tension goodies (ke the mo-

i< ol Height

Some folks feel that i's just an M
with lights. It's not, but it does have
lot of the AM influence, and the
majority of the machine s designed
uaing e AN motactoseer as the

ting on the motorcycle.
your g har the seat s
o e . ol e Whcnoh v
rear end would get sore after a few
miles. Fortunately Suzuki has found
(ke many others) that a saft seat
s to & sore butt, Afer & few
ing, you can
Iamiat 1he. Baine 4 nd o
although your first impression was
e siting on a sighty pad-
ded board, the seat is actually not
ot
The strangest part s the gas tank
Because of the machine's overall
100Ks, you expect the smaller thinned
down' RM tank when you swing a leg
over the PE. Instead you're greeted
with a square-styled 32-gallon tank

'e gas opening is large enou
take just about any can nozzle,

Suzuki has added a small safety
strap o0 the cap 5o you don't drop it
in the dirt or laose it during a frantic
gas stop in an enduro or Two-Day

05 up close. The speedo, tucked
protectely behind the plasic front
number pate, is easy to nd
Ras & hand, rssetiane cdomate. tor
checking your mileage. Like every.
other Jap: o we've come
across, it also lsn't very accurate.
Mental adjustment is needed to hit
the cheokpoint fustrig,

g

find that the pegs do get very siip-
when wet and are In

bigger teath 10 grab your boots bet-

ter when the going gels slimy.

ment bulb, burning while riding, and
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brightening when

stepping on the
brake pedal. It wouldn't be too hard
to street legalize the PE 250 in many
states

at
in the performance department, the

standing feature of the machine is

the enaine's povsroana, Wnen g
foesn’

the bike it doesn' eel o sound
though it's pulling hard from the low

rpm ran notice the large

amount of torque that is there to play

with. The engine pulls strongly from
the bottom, makes the mid-range
transition nicely, and still has the
good screaming top-end power of
the RM sorios.
It starts easily, the carburation is
just right for the intended purposes,
on't find too many situa-
tions where you've got o got off and

o largo 3.2.gallon capacly gas tank found o
oy ks a5 et
without going diy.

avoid dropping or losing. the unit is a goc

M-ype pipe snakes ifs way through the frame o
achine. SKid plat
rave for rocky riding and 1 protect th. expensive

An
St ot of e ot et of the

to
magnesium side cas
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PE  Laid-down Kayaba
ot o g

Too saoty simpioyee the.gas cauto | om0
od. i v aront i sirash pointy valnerabl o broakage.

late is nico

o help waterproof

paddle because the low end torque
of the engine wasn't enough to pull
p, or through that
Shmile-per-hour section
Where the machine falls short is in
the suspension and gear ratio sec-

tion. Both of these areas extremely
critical or duro_machine, just
don't coincide with the rest of the

machine’s performance.
whole is.

it's about two bumps behind you.

shocks, & new muffler system, and an

aclonal ear framo loo to ol th talgnt set e PE

lpe s quiet and mounted so that

the machine, Suzuki has put on

Very tal ai o System {0 ward off wator. The footpegs

g brake pedal hould bo larger, and that cursed pul
o nd.

ok rod is still aroun




Going very fast, for instance at a
eed, leaves you with your

hands full
‘The problem stems from a variety
f suspension designs. For instance,
the front forks have two_problems.
The spring rate is too Soft allowing
the forks to bottom more often than
they should. It is a progressive
spring, but the progression from the
10p, with the lighter psi rating al the
way 10 the botioming out phase, is
easily 100 soft. The spring rate found
on the RM series would probably be

100 harsh for most enduro riders. But

you bought the machine with the in-




SUZUKY'S
PE250

tention of just trail riding on a lei-
surely Saturday afernoon, enjoying
the smooth ds and sitting
own as e scenery sitdes b

Along with the spring rate the
damping characteristics of the forks

compress 100 easily and
\oo ekl for slcjue 1
tiedly, some of the problem stems
rom he ignt spring rate, but with &
slower and tighter compression
siroke, derived by a different damper
r0d and orifice des

down to.
mal rding stance.

The rear suspension is also suffer:
same_dile

pare itself for the next bus

hird drawback that we found
in the machine is the gear ratios.
They just don't jive with the power-
band. In first and second gear there

gine's powerband
pllog sl and strongly, leaving

jou with a flat spot where available
Power i at & mink
From third gear on up, the ratios

late with each other. There are wide

9aps, most noticeable whan shifing
from high rewing third to bogging
ot in a hury,

get in its
9o0d powerband area because of
gearin

There are also other small items

lha( all out or get lost.
hange rear wheel would help the

are too small and don't have I
enough teeth to sufficiently grab your
boots when leaving vata crosengs
or muddy sections. We also felt that
Sormething showld be done between
the seat and the rear fender so that




CORRECTED REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER

~ max

IMUM
HORSEPOWER:
23.74 at 7500

DYNO FACILITIES: WEBCO DYNO

TORQUE IN FOOT POUNDS —= -~

TEST BIKE: SUZUKI PE250
il

Price, sugg. retal s1450

e
Piston and reed valve 2-stroke single

Pon daacimons

| prossion ato 1 (corrected)
LlE o Mikuni VM36SS
RPMXI00 20 40 60 80 100 K ton: Polyurethane foam
Ignition. Fainiess secioic
PhiceE T HP @ rom. @ 7500
SUZUKI PE250__ $1450 Torque @ rpm. 35 i e @ 6500
Lubricatio Ol in fuel
PENTON 250 51651 Electrical poer. 6V flywheel magneto
None
YAMAHA 250 $1348
)
DRIVETRAI
T e Prinary wransmission elkal ear 2727)
. wet
o ! S S (;&""’&"ﬁf‘i?
e ear ratios, over s n e
suzuki PE2S) 257 SeRiy
penTON 250 31
g CHASSIS & SUSPENSION
T S TR Suspension, Telescopio fork
Suspen: s-on rear arm
= Tire, fro -
o iy Tire, rear. 45018
L T R T Brake, front. Drum, §.9 x 1.1 in. (150 x 28 mm)
e T——— Brake, rear. Drum. 59 x 1.1 in. (150 x 28 mm)
PENTON 250, bsibs Brake swept area. in. (103.4 sq. cm.)
——mmmcr Rake/trai 29.75°/4.96 in. (126 mm)
2 Wheeloase. 5 in. (143.5 om)
YAMANA (1250 2a7ibs
s Seat height 332 in. (843 cm)
Handlebar width, 310in. (787 cm)
W0 s 20 25 280 Ground clearance, 103 in. (26.2 cm)
Instruments. ‘Speedometer. trip rese.
TRANS- o
MISSION |_SUZUKI PE250____5.SPeED Tire retention device(s)..Security balis; 1 front, 2 rear
e
PENTON 250 b.SPEED
e WEIGHTS & CAPACITIES
YAMAA 1250 S-SPEED Fuel capacity. 2o G2m
e Ol capacity 1.9 pt. (200 c
T p R T Weignt, wel uriaden 556165, (116.1 ko)
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the clutch actuating arm on the right ~ that they're getling into this newly
side case. Being out in the open, al-  born field of enduro machines, and
though it is protected by the skid the 1977 PE 250 isn't a finished
plate, leaves It susceptible to product. Perhaps they're fooling up
branches, and mud stoppage while for the 1978 model year with a differ.
fiding. hat is more

In overall performance. the ma- thought out and_ thorough. As. it
mounting a tool pouch is possible  chine Is “nice" but doesn't quite cut stands now, the PE 250, with s sus-
Without jamming or breaking the tail- it in the enduro or Two-Day competi- ~ pension and gearbox flaws, and the
light or seat mounting brackets. The  tion aspects. Hopefully, Suzuki de- small unfinished particulars, doesn't

ToE ST RO B 108 e v o
m e upper fok tubes i about 20
e ket i e s i

e 15t ekl e et aspHabls ouor e

Suzuk: uses front wheel unit larger than the AM serles
e moetie. Tha. Kontisinge ion pisblomfe-
he lower ot e gamyer. s
AT for offeoad fing and thes
problems caused by the chain hopping off sprockets eriommance falls below the nor
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