Two years ago there wasn’t a Japanese machine which in
serious enduro work was really competitive with European
models. The Japanese built bikes for 50-50 road trail riders, and
if someone wanted to tackle something like a two day enduro
then they had to do a lot of modifications or buy another bike.
Consequently a good deal of Trail and Track's editorial was
given over to modifications to Japanese bikes to make them
competitive with the Europeans.

THE
START OF
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At the 1975 International Six Days Trials, two Japanese
machines competed for the first time ever, & TT5M Yamaha
and a Suzuki trail bike, Neither finished, Last year a host of
IT400 Yamahas and PE250 Suzukis, among cther Japanese
models seored many medals at the ISDT. An indication of the
improvements which have been made in 12 months.

Less than twe years ago we were fond of pointing out that
superior suspension and handling was, as a rule, found on
European machinery. Such a generalization is no longer valid.

First came the [T400. Then Honda's MRs. Now Suzuki's PE25()
is the second Japanese machine equal and in some cases, better
than the Europeans Egr serious competitive enduro machinery.

Because of the speed with which the Japanese can produce a
new model motoreyele, evaluation by comparision becomes
difficult, :

Take Yamaha's DT series. Their first effort, the DT1 was a
great motorcycle compared with Japanese off roaders at the
time. Many magazines rightly called it the best. But since then
s0 much has happened. A year ago the DT400C was a great big
bore trail bike, but the DT400D, (the test of which we'll he
writing uF soon) with its monoshock long travel suspension, and
its excellent engine characteristics, make the DT400C feel
overweight and barge-like.

What we're getting at is its hard to say what bike is really
good, and have it be true for very long.

If we say in this test that the PE250 Suzuki is the best serious
enduro machine to come out of Japan we mean it is at the time of
this writing. Because i,rcru can bet by the time that this test is
published Yamaha will have something like an IT250, or maybe
Honda will send some of their ME250s to Australia, and the
PE250 will running behind again.

Ask any A grade motoerosser who's had a lay off for six
months, and then gets back into competition. He'll tell you how
much faster the competition is going when he comes baek. Last
years machine is just outdated.

So what we're trying to get around to saying is that this report
on the PE250 is based on evaluation made right now.

But all this is the same with any test you might say. Bikes get
better, they get faster, have more travel, tyres improve, they
get lighter ete. So why the big speech to introduce the PE.
Because it's a new field for Suzuki. A serious enduro bike. Not a
motocrosser, (although God knows, it’s enough like the RM) and
not a trail bike. In its own sweet way it's a little like the DT1. A
pioneer (sorry Ossal. And we have no doubt that in 12 months
time the PE250C, or whatever, will be better again, and so on,

Anyway, enough of this dribble, ladies and gentlemen and you
divt froaks.........o.co. THE PE250.




Welfirstoff abviouly, ' very much ik Suruki's R1zs0B
‘motocrosser. Not fo beconfused with the 2504 which has

ot e S sk coarscriica
ecause the PE will be running longer in enduros, the
hamber volume ofthe cyinder head has been Increased from
. This owers the compression ratos and llows

" bole has heen tapped in the head for provision of a
decompressor. Rubber rings have been inserted betvween the

Port dimensions are changed to give more torque down low.
‘hese dimensionsare iven n (g, {

‘The left end of the crankshaft on the PE250 has been shar
o accomadate a new may
coil, and the magneto cover has also been altered. The only
crankease modification which has taken place has been to
Tecess the wal n e gearbox "hiss to avoida tendency found
in the 2508, for 5th gear to rul

The exhaist is basically he same, A balfle plate is added to
reduce noise and lower the poer spread. A spark arrestor has
also been added.

The carburetor on both machines is omm Mikus, The PE

s
:
e

]ﬂx, the frames on the enduro and the motocrosser are

shape of the swinging arm has been altered slightly.
i o

‘The same dual spring rate suspension system is.
the PE. Travel Tength 15 shortencd on e enduror o the

the second, See fig. 3.
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doesn'C worry us, but we feel it could b thi mall pack rack on e rear Woulds'Ladd much weight
s bigeer bash plate. undencath the bike oud be an - would e dea,
advantage. Especialy i the enduro s gong o take in Tocky aformentioned shorter suspesion i actually straight off
{ervain: The FE's bash plats s & uny e aifir, and for mmmmom Tiwouldbe reasonable o assume uture PE
odels wil nave the onger suspension of the 5 model
ould be a good aceessary.
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A Compethionmachiné s, and can only be used n eadiros.
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We found the bike would track well in corners, and t
eemed to revel in hard riding conditions.
unintentionally we got into thekind of tiding that's best lef for
the MX track. But the PE handled it OK. Only the extra weight
of theenduro itings g
For fire trail work or the rallio, an owner culd even
consider puting on the RN barrell Whereas the RAIZS0A was

eaky 250, the longer stroke of tho 2508 provided more down

imost

the PE, the longer stroke, combined with the different
b.nrnl ve e bike 2 ot mae down ow ot slow negoiation

ut the:
2000 TomWe tackica easonably Sioep Bie, and where the
Zoing dot sippery found we could back off n second gear an

keep the traction. Knocking back to the low first would md

front wheel over a log, or b to traighten up
with a slide. The engine was really very controllal

Naturaly it acrifced th higher up peaky pover that the

ert enduro racer is going to need, but this is something else
again,

The PE s sel new sandards for dapan in the enduro
categor w”umun\,m..rmamum stilllacks a few of
{he ine dges tht the two r hree o os have,
but it's o S Servicability, along with the
B iecas ot s ther firs serious enduro bike, imagine
o o e




