


DIRT BIKE TEST

PRELIMINARY EDIFICATION
Hands down, no question about it
at all, Suzuki's PE250 has got to be
the most arguable bike that we've

Bt
persons (that is, anyone who'd
copped » ride before we did)
concerning the abilities (or lack of
them) of Suzuki's first pukka enduro
‘mount assailed us from all sides. We
heard it was everything from an RM
with lights to a TS without turn
signals. We beard it was the new
ultimate enduro/ET machine and
it was just another

we can predict here and now, if you
are an enduro rider, or an ET rider,

r & serious trail rider, that you
already have been, or will soon be,
iavolved in, or will overhear, an
an.umuu about the merits of this

(‘mg mnmr\' riders, it seems, are

riders back from wherever they get
o, usually spots far from the relative
conveniences of truck or pit. It is &
different sort of _man/machine
relationship that develops under
these circumstances, and the loyalty

You've come a
long way, baby!
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ich this relationship develops is
undenstandably fere

e past few years there has
boen 8 igreut civiion becteea

Rokons,
Huskys et al., and those who rode
(and often did well upon) modifed
Japanese-made trailbikes

MR series, Yomaha's

new IT series) and He
changed all that a bit. That s, thes
bikes blurred the distinctions n lmle

any
of the latter would equal the best of
the former.

The reason that the PE250 will

vers
We all know by now, though, that
there are no absolute answers.

 PARTS ENCYCLOPEDIA
rds

experiments have proved to be
Yt sathtastory for el ridog,
The differences between Suzul
motocrossers and their new enduro
bike are considerably more extensive.
The PEs engine, for example,
though bascaly the same unit that
powers the RM, incorporates many
Eyangen. Though the bore and stroke

1pm rang
=it tapped to
ccept a compression release, and
head volume has been increased @
total of 3.90cc, lowering the
compression ratio to a milder 7,01
Porting dimensions have been
altered, s are the shapes o the
intake and _exhaust ports (see
el R

to the RM/B, save for som:
machining on the case wall where
clearance problems had been noted

n
o the RMs fifth driven

gear.
A baffle plate has been added to

INLET PORT

4mm
47mm

An2508

EXHAUST PORT

PE250

than a Potty, S

light/number
warks well and provides protection for
the speed

A

e

logality in some aress.

inadequate ground cloarance. Nothing
broke, thous

the expansion chamber, 1 has 4
approved spark _arrestor/silencer.
While worlds quieter than the RM,
this arrangement will still have some
trouble meeting trail-legal noise
rogulations in ertain ares, notably
Californiaand New England,
Suzuk will soon offer, for a minim:

price (under §5, we hear), an
accessory silencing kit. It was not

available a th time o this tst, but
wil ted upon in a later
follow-up evaluation

‘The carburetor is the same 36mm
Mikuni found on the RM. Jetting
changes, as indicated in the spec
sheet, allow it to work with the more
resircive pipe and detuned engioe
f o

‘The total effect of these changes is
T BKE



2ukd
bicto drop
that level, presumably to 8 db.
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cheap accessory kit

& low i peak horsepower and @
low- and mid-
Most riders will

hou
that used on the M350,

for mounting the enduro parapher-
nalia, as well as a new tailpiece
ending in an above-the-fender grab
loop, to aid in pulling the bike out of
particularly difficult situations.

Swingarm design has been altered
Just enbugh to allow the fiting of an
efficient chain tensioner.

th shocks and forks are similar
t0 those found on the motocrosser,
but travel is less (by some 25mm at

portion o tavel and stfr during
the remain
The s ek and Bllr meck are

16mm of padding trimmed off the
top to allow for footing in rocks,
stream crossings, etc.

Miscellancous enduro gear, such
as the speedometer, lights, switches,
fork boots, etc., has been’ added to

And that's about all. The above

was the transformation? The only
way to tell is to go riding.

PUTTING EARNESTLY

H
g

ecome a
magazine cliche. In truth, we don't
doubt that on one or two oceasions it
might have taken us two, maybe

lets a quick flick of the leg drive the
starter through, with little danger of
ickback and without the type of

effort that could dklodge a ired
rider stalled o

‘The exhaust nolc. ca tharblke s
warmed d it is quite. cold-
bloaded) i, fo al of it 91 db, not

conscious - members
found the bike not offe
RN
truly reduce the sound to 86 db, it




will be pleasant indeed.

Afew blips of the throttle indicate
quick response and little flywheel
rtia. Though the bike will torque,
itis also a quick re

The PE snicks easily into gear, so
easly, in fact, that you might inad-
oty foot the leveragain, fut to
be su tht it

Under power the 250 pulls cleanly
from the bottom, with little clutch
slippage necessary for starting. The

changes mentioned above, particu-
Lty those relsted tothe powerplant,
have e PE a split power-

Pand) with caduats B God &3

low for sloppy shifting or tight
plonking, and with top end suffi-
cient for quick tumn-to-tum and
stm:gl\mv\m accelerati

\m the tightest sections. A
e gap separates fourth and fifth,
fith gear beingalmostan overdrive,
sy for fircroads or

val
,,mmen
n the PE250 is not over

iAoy aoking a: o o
rock-spraying jolt_characteristic of
the hotter enduro/ET bikes, but is
n sufficient to carry the

rider cross-country at a deceptively
high rate of speed. Few will want to
go faster than the PE is capable of

going on any conceivable off-road
terrain,
On hard baked, or sticky, goo

tract v\mn"ccs the PE250 changes
y and with little
e lhoughl will not recover from
a deflection of the front wheel by
itsel will  some
machinery, it is not deflect
easily. There is, however,
tendency toward _top-
heaviness when the large gas tank is
carrying a full loac
On cushioned or sandy surfaces

»

thofront end will wander, und plow
when forced too deep into a corn
T oy el - incon oF the
ront ire. It was not serious enough,
however, to make us experiment
with different ubber

e rear tire, on the other hand, is
excelent 1t 8 new deig, made
by IRC, that they call the “Vulcan-
e The tre By of & veaparounel
design, formed from a st com.
pound. As i usually true of
St rubber tre, i grips very well
Also predictably, it wears qu)cklv

Ours had lost all trace of leading
edge after the first 100 miles of hard
trlling. This
complai that
el sl qulaklv A fact

ocks rom upper gear ﬂnd hold-
it-on-and-boun w-gear-
picksand-hunt boulders, do not fass
the PE250. Its steering in rocks
‘precise enough to belie the hunting
the bike:does on softer surface
sole
rohem i e ke e ok
riding goes. Unladen, the Suzuki

sports 102 incher of pound cear.

however, it rsults in some clanking

e gl

through rocks sizable enough to do
this, most riders will be

both dow:
Bl nd corpering situationsDARE:
ings in mountain icewater caused
them to lose effectiveness until they
dried, as is the case with just about

any bind
T}uuamcv«:m however, never
caused the bike, a single
e Wulcrprnnfmg,
at least on a serious level, is a rider
responsibility. Stock, the PE seems to
DT eIk



e s well waterprooted a5 any.
pensior nded. If
llowlag the bike fotrack ablyover.
rocks, logs and whoop-de- du,‘ and
otherwise goin
mark of good suspension, ot o
PE has it. Which is not to say that it
can't be improved. We plan to work
with it over the next few months.
Many riders will, justifiably, not feel
the need to change it, however.
In terms of a tnpxnlt description,
the PE250 scems to enjoy itself on

‘motocross relatives,
playful and competent. Not at all a
bad feeling.

PIECES, ETC.

Bitchies, i the ease of the FE250,
are limited to a merciful fe

hc shift lever, though Tt i quick

suﬂen fmm
spring. It is
nother  gear
especially _when the going gets
bumpy: We asmme that the KO
serie ffer spring, and plan
{0 invesigats iterchangeabily 2s &

3.2.gallon aluminum gas tank
should allow upwards of 80 miles
before a pre-mix fill-up. The gas cap
is seeurd by a small platc strap,
which prevents it from falling to the
round during iling

et wll mountod,
and memd by the large front
Runber plato. T odometer i, of
course, resettable in tenths, and is
easy to handle, even wit

All of the lights were still lighting
at the conclusion of our test. The
taillight is a gem — small, securely
mounted, and unlikely to ever cause

pain.
Reliability is, as yet, an unknown,

Next
September’s issue will el the lnle o
what wore out
Indicationsaro that et et
up very we

PURE ENDURO?
Now to the question posed at the
beglaningofthi . Isthe PEOS('a
new entey i the resln previously
Fopuliied ila i Eub
chinery, o is It merely another
step in the right direction?

mesas of limintingths poblem,
‘Ground clearance could be gres
fore. Raising the foot-

pegs could conceival
toward allevial

B

Bent mterchnugeub!e We plan to find
out. If so, it might

enough to_deal
difference in seat height it would
entail.

Nice touches are all around. The
wanch 77

but the

team, should provide a cl
That the P s the best ]Apmm
made enduro bike
e 5. e B It i
unanimous opinion of our testers. Tt
cannot match, in horscpower and
handling precision, the best of the
Europest Amerioan cross-country
machines, however, and thus is not
55 et a threat 10 the kings of that

S mm

Mlmm 7268 nesdijt: 00, plot
jo: #40

Horsepower ot Aen LAY
Cluteh Wet, muti-plate
Primary Diive 27
Transmission Ratos:

1. 26661

217501

3. 1.280:1

4. 09131

5. 06821
Final Drive ... 38461

14-tooth countersh

2 r sprocket
Bloctrical System SuzkiPEl
Lubrication Pro-mix
Recommended Fuel Premium
Recommended i ... B3
Fuel Capacky. ... 12 lters (3.2 galons)

pension:

Sust
me 19.5cm rovel (7.7 inches)

Interal expanding
Spudnmmv tonths resetiable.
S entiah, aih,brkelight
Silncer e
Spark
Wartanty.
Parts Prices:
Piston. ..

Rings .
Clutch cabl
Brake pedal

hill
Fact is, though, that it is an
oot i) ag Gbibegt el
th, for many riders, the $1450
price. Fact s, it is every
way imaginable, than the machines
xh;x ‘most enduro and trail riders are

Yot abiliy might exoood that of
he PED50, 17 i doe, youse e el
o arider, Thoonly way tobesure s
to try it yoursef. If you do, be
Drepared o gt into an argument.
°




