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“Suzuki conquers boredom. was one of
that compuny's dvertising slogans in

s pas, bu i he bies offered by
ek 8 ihat i any indication,
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thing the firm unvented
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engine ds

sgners
Comcquenly Surki motoreyclscame
across as mundane vehicles so pedestrian

n appeirince and personaiy mot rd-

Blocded Amerians pused them up, in
favor of more charismatic machines. On
aneofike Suzukis

imodelhe onginl TS400 Apace dusl-
urpose street/1ail pro

infamous, unorgtable il handlers
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Thats all been changed now, It took &
while, but Suzuki finally realized what
other hd ong persived s te bvious

of the motocrossers, came the PE2S0,
Suzuki's first venture into reaf enduro mo-
torcycling.
The PE250 is not and never was
since it e
ed:

dolg out buckesof adenaline spuring
rformance. it s an exciting motorcycle
injis own g

BIKE: The PE250is essentially an
BB o hane s i
being dragacd around by 3 modified

roke engine. The suspen-
os are diferent,

i

mi d there is more
flywheel weight hung on the crankshaft
n e, the PE has a lighting
e, spesdometr. 3 biger g nk
ind a few other items befiing proper rail

and enduro riding
engine is Suzuki's new long-stroke
niroduced st v
i cylinder bore is just
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“The PE retains the MX model’s “case-
recd” intake system. along with its same.
basic porting layout. The Enduro, howeser,
ha s

tha performance
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oearth op of th s Heap So s
motorcycles mag
spiied. performance: ontempora
ing. state-of-the-art innovation and. at
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RM motoctsers Thae workslooking
berm-caters rewrote Suzukis own record
books while devastating the compeition
on the country’s racetracks. Their perfor-
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all of Suzuki's new four-stroke street bikss,
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Undress Suzuki's first “real” enduro and you'll find
an RM motocrosser—which helps explain why it
goes fast and handles well.

The P delvers s power through the
same suraight-cut primary gears and wet
elutch found i S
s 4 ider o fve-speed gearbox that
allows the e betterhandle the.
S e e
tered off-rad. The PE incorporates pri-
Dty Gnegear) Kicksaring, which s &
Bandy eature for those times you sl the

n o sope and find i dificlt to

e R s 2t spicgabon THE Gk
fork. though, 15 Somewbat Shortr. and
offr 7. inchesof el 09 inches lss
than d Kayaba gas-

o ot have remote

ing head angle, 4.96 i h
same on both bikes and the whelbuse
should he identical. But because of the
shorer font ok, the PE' whecl

o for ing i B fess
wheel tavel i simple: enduro rding gen-
erally places d on the suspen-
sions than motocross, but requires a higher
degree of gl and aquick maneu-

up. Too. an inordinately tall bike is hard to
mmm.mm fall on a hilland is hard o
e wilh when ying o oot ot paddle on
Al ling i P
o made thinnée o further accommodate
riers nthes iations

The PE ed with most of che
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i an IRC 4,50 x I8 rear knobby
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ek

nowhere with an airless i
Il those enduro confront you

with  couple of s whic s corep

Jous by their absence—namely, a tool bag

tensioner mounted just ahead of the rear
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Dospitonaving  so-called “quard on the prockst cover, two scrw bosses

on the engine.

(right) when the chain came of.

A rocks-eye view of the clutch
actuating arm, which is highy
vuinerable because of its location
and the lack of protection offered by

the skidplate.

‘cases woro snapped off (loft) and the cover and guard broken

Except for a mild shortage o
Tywnoctmarha, s consertod i
sl awiess
for enduro ridin

—

The Kayaba shocks perform typically for that brand of gas-chart
jed.

suspension unit. They ol

ve rolling, rounded bumps

o A imi o on'tgot

along with the more abrupt, sharp obstaces.
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sprocket, but it is incapable of preventing
chain derailment when a rock or a branch

s perhaps were operating within th
nesofa imited budget and Wn mostof
dhose manies on the development of he
bi piecesdhe cnine \\hp:n\mn cen
ither case, s detract. from
othervise mu ecoul m.uh ne.
holeheadlight/specdo/front
R e
o cxample of this ntention o deal
Besi wkward, bulky and
Sl e
e e
of the fork tubes, making it v
e
cah damage. The speedometer s also

the problem of mounting all these pieces,
but they've come up with one of the
oorestsoluons we've seen

1235 pounds with anempty fue ks
ne bightyellow PE2SD Endbrs s ok 05
heavy to u)mp:nnu on the trails; and

riced at 1450, i’ ot & giveaway, but sl
e
showroom.

ENGINE AND GEARBOX:
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The PE2SO.
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we first fired up the PE
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We bussed right
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ver put o
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Al e e Gl
prowess is best utilized if you do no let off
ihe throule lo corret your line
yobee inerta s ot suficient 0 kecp the
et gine will
SallAslong as you kep the throuleopen.

ver 10 one of our
slow, steep, cobby




the PE growls up slow, steep hills im.

pressively
On open ground, the engine reveals the
fip i of is pesonaliy. The under-
re power plant churns out an above.

because the power curve is so wide. The
et eflect s ik thatprforms wilh gt
spii. s 55 10 hurry down fast
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area in which more flywheel would further
e the PES ideabily A biof ddi
tonal rankaft ineria would
tice: rad

i
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trialslike obstacles—not that the bike
docsn't adequately handle all that right
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squect red 1o disengage it and
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“TianpL were totally im-
pressed by .m P abilty to g

bly an tability on
firtcoudss s il Ewit) W ond
wrials-like trails and on all types of terrain
In fact, our on hwhile criticism of

the Bl e Lk of gound s

"The PE of gravity is slightly
lowe than hat of an RM250 because of
the shorer sspension: yet it s not lower
e qual 0 he diftence in
sispension beaus te ghs e
e e e sk bl AT
helpm Taise it ack up. S, the PE shows
e reluctance to ancd over and

around corners like the short-travel

e’ o evees e o e mcund

dry ereek bed

ing iasaiby he which

ins  precis prediciable. from
Sravlizg  spasds Fight up o 80-mph
i mmmb With rare ex-

e bike goes where
T pota (5 Yo A CETh
is pretty much neuteal at moderate corner
ng rates, gradually evolving into an ocea-
sional mild, controllable oversteer (the
rear end hangs out 4 litle) when pushed
hardthrough a tar . medium and High

P
R, pointin the P o s

willingness 10 hold a given line while
limbing 4 1ough Bl ye 1 change lines
casily i and when s rider needs to. The
Suzuki also stcers well and feels stable
decending rugh bl and allovs the
rider o cha

ik ok mere sendily cn
sandling the big bumps o
P Ev:ry

onceina whie we'd s nto
g bump o ut and the fork M)ukl give
a Sharp jaing and maybe cren

Pt o e
sion on any other enduro machine proba.
bly would h

desert racers or ISD'

a shocksperform lmost 1 wel
u the h»vlc\upun»n.nqv abrupt bumps.
Tl heiie bt e o b
he rear wheel off the round.aking vith

1, of course. the seat, fets you know
whats happening by mmlulv tapring

dual, olling bumps and
errain, the Kayabas are
CYGLE GUIDE/OGTOBER 1977 51

‘most other endur




P to the task and keep the rear wheel
Nmm.d onihe E.mma eifcively. Ovrall
e suspension is ‘and both ends
i el i i e share

ol or rid
As weve e c
ke sl ool
r of gravity that it ridiculously

¢ PE derives
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il and énduro ridingbecause of the
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30 sbout s muchor maybe

even 4 litle fess ground clearance than

some motocrossers, und about as much as
travel enduro bikes of py

the best short

rocks, litle boulders and even the ground

itself, On one particularly hard, rocky. 30-
mile loop in the mouniains. one of our
testers had the toes of his right foot bent

on some bumps and his boot caught

small, but frmly-implanted rock. The toes

of his left foot pwice were bent under the.

footpeg when a rock caught them as he was

putting his boot under the shift lever in

preparation for an upshi

rapped iste oot on ghtly g o
cause him (0 think he

el In addition o the huzards the
low clearance poses 10 the rider's f
bike often hangs up when being hs.m.d
over logs. fallen uees, big rocks and
like. The PEs exceptionally nimble T
fo duin st comering would be dimin-
ew percentage poinis but, in
S ey
et for Fees Who Fegulary Tace suen

: The PE250 s

4 friendly motoreyele that does litile o
unduly tie ifs operator.
The riding positions. both sitting and

dicbars or cont
s have (0 bend at any sharp anles (o
s e on he pess, Whensianding. he
o humh over much ut all, o

D Tk domit

wide in the frontbut there are a number
of better enduro saddles around

ki vibrates from time (o time
but the nature of the

fecton herider Nose
wia\ e A peoblcin, o
our Genea Rudio w\md \mx et e
ing 1o 8 du

The PE isn't fat in the arca dircetly
¢ the footpegs. which means the rider
docs'dhave o siand bow-legged and
e bike from side 10 side

resence is something you s00n
learn to deal with. Actually, some of our
rider have gotten 10 the pont whre they
sometimes use the bulges 1o their advan.
like when standing up and aceelerat-
ing hard. They pinch their legs inward and
let the bulges behind their baos help prop.
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m firm plashc number plte s
unted in lace~up higl
et o 0 ot
crash a rider’s head could come
crashing down on its sharp edge.

Tne front fork easy handies just
about anything the meansst trail can
throw at .

TSt gakon S0l GAF 1 e paferpact e pca el

“leash’” for the vented c:

them up. relieving some of the stzain on
dhe shoniders and forcarms.
stopping ystems on
e P ackeseminly
on the RM250 and B models and pmw
10 be excellent for both enduro and m

The PE's brakes are not oversensitive.
yet they're sufciently

P

on any kind of
sdom does so madverenly in the dir
Sovt
ahesoushilaChe sovest R
cal pce, the rearwheel will ook up e
pectedly. but this is as much due (o the
Crgineishonage «rmm\ m\.rlm asitis
the sl o the bk brake
rfcctly tomml\.ll\ic Mall s
including on those steep downhills. An
ol Ui o Frak i
like on long. long desceny dovn moun-
tinous 1 to induce significant
s
Water and mud have their usual derti
menial effect on the brakes. but its inter-
esting 10 note that even after fairly
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xtended dunkings o sch o ety
ing liquids. the PEs brakes are sll hetter
mm the dry brakes on some European

"'RELABILITY DURING TES
bike suftered tvo lated brshages o

-and-out failure as a fesult of an
encounter with a tril hazard. The PE was.
otherwise a ston

e-reliable motoreycle

' 100 serious st o
smalleak o he underside of the sk

Split in one of the welded
il et i

eepiy
Earlier,the rear chain was derailed by a
medium-sied brnch which Nipped up
into the rear sprocket wheel ran
vt (he branch at about. 30 mph; Thel
deailment itelf was a minor hassle com:
pamd o th subsequent dumage i s

RN
damage fiom occurring, since RM models
i had Siilr roubesall long, But the
better. The cover and the

intilevered out from the engine
‘sudden

break mm off.

Ui PE had a good—oe any~chain
w«k s oot ot e
Been tossed branch wasn't al that

i the countersaft covet hsd
bete design insiead of 2 makeshil,

fite gurd, o Tne
ok
e
Moreover, the PEs cluich cover and

e
s e s TS
eI e
T el bl

ened by the skidplate’ failure (0 cover the.

am. Furthermore. the low ground cl
ance insures that if o

e
on our bike

i
oughtto have a simpler, quicker
attaching system. Repairing a rear fla or
changing the tire (as is required in ISDT-
R e

hecl gtem,seting the Clrea e
for ikes of 1 e

CONCLUSION: - Suruki's first “Pure
o o & ety much o
st i e allmpot

areas of power,

i
e ST cav bo 0 st despi 4
hakie TRe iy

imb -
mm.u.q, ik ieral e s
of those shortcomings will prove

brplae ‘mounting and
guide. The others.
ke ground Clcarance pobiem e
nerabilty of the countershaft cover and
the unprotected clutch arm-—r
i And Joels of imvolvemeat b
means of most average people. They
€ 10 worry aboutsuch things,
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The chain tensioner

bent a5 Rel and the entie ountershalt
was tor off by the impagt of the.

chain wadding itself up in that are.

The PE uses the same countershaft
e s he R, bt with sn addon
curved picce of teel insalled between the
i iy e e

Sl L
B e hcier e kine dhough
the closel-spaced tres in New England or
ing down a fast frroad in the wide-
pn S it s Sukin s
cup that s fnally
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