


Suzuki PE175

IT DEBUTS IN THE HEA
OF THE ENDURO MAINSTREAM

n bygone days (three years past
in motorcycle chronology) Euro-

ahas XL Honda specials
could be seen on the trails, but rare-
Iy did anything o

organized event, but were gobbled-
up by the rider who liked o cruise
around on weekends at his own
pace, not wanting the mediocre per-
formance of dual-purpose bikes or
the demands and price tag of a Eu-
Topean mount. A year later Yamaha
infroduced thelr 17250 and IT175
models. Simultaneously Suzuki re-
feased the PE250.

ecty compes with the 7175,

ing

e ore. i

Tnan paybike, Suzgkrs 78
line-up includes the PE175, 50 far
the best bargain in enduro and Two-

Day applications from e land o1
tice and
ok bsore procuclocf by test

they've had 16 finishes, and have
performed well enough to earn 13
national_point placings In those
events. The 175, more than the 250,

produce a bike that's compatitive
with the E but superior in
design, price and dependabili

In this exclusive Moforcyclist test,
el ing that the PETTS s possioly

oot i ot s
nat of the RAHTZS wih mower at
just below the PE250, the
h a combo of
tractability, light weight, good han~
diing and ed_possibiltes.
. Thefram ofthe PEA78 is dentical
in geometry dimensions and m:
et e A rame win the aation

of a rear loop to support the back
fender. The 175 has lighter suspen-
sion springs than the PE250, but stil
chieves the same amount of wheel
travel from its Kayaba suspension.
While the RM-C

utiizes an alu

23

it not equipoed with a
fosing ke systam. f ten shocis
are gas charged DeCarbon models,
but don’ s remote
5. Overall cost, and the pos-
sbility of crunching the rear brake
rm in rock sections, kept the
floating system and higher caliber
shocks off the
Externally the engine looks similar
10 the RMiZS, but closer inspection
hat very fow major parts,
it the exception of the et unit
are interchangeable E motor is
Gesigned specifically for enduro and
woods riding and possesses different
engine centa casss, gearoor pisces

Hoadiight wit nigh/low e o
tis protected by rock guards.
Wrench on right is all that's required
for wheel removal on both ends, ant
cable guides keep front brake cable
from snagging at inopportune times.

and top-end dimensions. Suzuki uses

a case-ree
along with six-port scavenging in the

Electroni Ionilon ystom (PE1) 1 sat
3 camparatiay ratarded seting In
relationshi
lgttng col .mm m vmm e
f 50 watts at
e
easily modified to accept bright
Baja-type lights.
ix-speed is shifted by paris
found in the RM, but the PE is capa-
ble of much higher top speeds d
to different gear ratios and greater
engine power. It can slog through
the woods at a turtle's pace or make-
G e e
By utlizing a larg

seal tab, and Is centrally located by
weight to gre

bilty of mounting tab break:
mufler s just quiet enough to pass

knobby design with strong sidewals
that extend past the width of Takasa-
et e o ipey St

Rim Saver in shape, the PE
fe 960 vell and ere a able 1o be -

frame loop, a different fender fits on

the back, but it's just as wide as the

compact non-street le-

galtallght s moured fush to the
fender, behind the frame loop.

o r tght blew eary n the st




Suzuki PE175

higher wattage bulb than stock in the

Tear tallight This wil usually absorb
errant electrical surge, and

should keep all three filaments burn-

the
powet ers omandoft or when the
wheel bounces on rough terrain
Since the shitshatt runs below the
chain's path, a small plastic roller
keeps it from being sawed in half

is equipped with a backing
plao on the rear whoal that incorpo-
rates a dust and water Iip over the
crum/backing-plats cover. Thia alds
in keeping water f
rear brake shoes. Up fron

Drolecled rear unit. After both wheels
ve been submerged. It requires

ey e

brakes to sufficiently return them to a

good operating condition. When
both brakes possess plenty of stop-
ping poy are very precise due

ings. The unit s guarded faly well
from rocks and tree branches by four
metal bars acros: lens face.

Above the headiight a small number-
plate doubles as a protector for the
L ted odometer. This su-

when he glances d

e fact that the

in dimensions, the overall feel of the
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Easy fo read large numerals of
odometer are resettable by tenths.
Nobody should have problem getting
fuel into the PE's extra large gas
tank filer hole.

Although it looks similar, the PE mo-
tor doesn't have much’in common
with RM dimensions. Rock guard
keeps gears inside gearbox instead
of spread about on trails, while the
pipe is intornally quisted through
mesh screen and baffles.

‘Smooth design fines between sidepa
nels, seat be seen from
this' overhoad view. It's easy to
scramble around aboard the PE. a
big help in tight woods.

Chain tensioner from the AM keeps
slack_pulled ihe rick

bolts hold the sprocket o the hub,
and should be tightened after first
two hours of riding.

Super long silencer/spark arrester
©6ps PE exhaust 10 a quiet whisper.
The frame 100 to support the fender

Is added to a stock AM frame for the
PE. along with integral taillight,
ribbed rear fender.




®
(@03

3o 3
Ps
710
a6
o4t
1080
i)
7
1085
2030
o0 2031
®E S
— resteo ron
woToRCYELST
ONTHE
= Wesco ov

TORQUE IN POUNDS FOOT -~

‘CORRECTED REAR WHEEL HORSEPOWER

/

SUZUKI PE175

Soggemea it e srire
4 Nore
= [ oS desrs Jeno
bl Contf shop marcar None
oo 6w enane
mce Two-sroke casereed sngle
Descana i
P &5 S
$1915 Compmswon 7.6:1
Carraton i i
Ignition. Suzuki electronic (PEl)
s Pramgs Suak 661201
Ughing oot redine
oo e T oo RS OU =g
nonse
el whea | oRveTRam
‘ Pinary arsmssn Spur gear &1
2 e et
Socomry s % X 4 Bakdo hai 12/48
chnssis
Fork. 9.1-inch travel
= 18 s B8 Shocks. Kayxhu 7.9-inch travel
ey S0t e
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Py Grouna Sasrance 1 in (a0
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Speed in gears @ power peak.....18t 2064, 0 28.51;
3rd 38.73; 4th 51.02;
5th 61.01; 6th 72.88
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Suzuki PE175

PE s very different. Since it dossn't
use rear-set handlebar clamps, the
bars are slightly farther away from
the rider. Footpeg placement Is iden-
tical, but the seat is wider and siight-
Iy squarer in dimensions. The gas
tank, although It s very smooth at
the seat junction, Is visibly higher
and wider. Overall seating and con-
trol location feels natural and com-
fortable by today's tall dirt bike
standards.

Riding the PE Is often an effortiess

ctions in f
gear wi thinking of asking
the clutch for aid in extracting horse-
power. By using different timing set-
tings and milder port timing, the

fifth are normally staged and sixth
gear is a flyer and well computed for

those times when you've got to make
up ground in a hurry. Although it's
only a 175, the PE can clip down fast
ections with 250 and 400cc ma-
chines witoutfaling far behind. Top

way through tough sections, not hav-

ing to worry abaut sirange chings
in the frame or bother

trom the engine. e asc
pot-on for woods riding. Goo

most of the bigger obstacles. The
might be a tad soft for
the seriously fast enduro or Two-Day
rider. The only situations where
PE lacked suspension were those
which required_blazing speeds over
unknown terrain, st a special
test. I's here where a 170-pound rid-
er can he suspension on
both ends. By merely using stronger
springs like

chain and case protctor, kesping brush and mud from

jamming 520 size ch:
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owner. He doesn't need to give much

fonger-travel suspen
tor is more cooper
of credit for this going to

enough for all-day riding. Throttie re-
sponse couldn't be much better

flatter powerband means less con-
and more time to enjoy

centration
the scanery.
But how does t compars o its Eu-




