Suzuki PE175

IT DEBUTS IN THE HEART.
OF THE ENDURO MAINSTREAM

n bygone days (three years past
in motorcycle chronology) Euro-
chinery dominated t

in 1975, atta Hon-

pan got down to e it an

jent, but were gobbied:
5 by the rider who Iiked 1o_cruise
on weekends

models. Simultaneously Suzuki re-
leased the PE250.

To directly compete with the IT175,
and an exercise delving

the best bargain in enduro and Two-
2y applicetions from the land of
Fice and s:

ol e s e
bike Suzuki's Enduro Team headed
e East coast

wim the Europeans. but superior in
design, price and depen
e o e

we'l find that the PE175 is possibly

the  best mixture

worids, Possessing lghinsss close to

that of the AM125 with power rated
Just below the PE2S0, tne enineers
ave wi 1

in geometry dimensions and materi-
als to the RM frame with the addition

of a rear loop to support the back
fender. The 175 has lighter suspen-
sion springs than the PE25(

achieves the same amount of wheel
travel from its Kayaba suspension.
While th odel motocrosser
utilizes an aluminum_ swingarm with
fullfloating rear brake, the PE retains
the same s ear's
RM, a steel unit not equipped with a
floatng brake ystem, s rea shocks

charged DeGarbon model

Bit don't come with the RMts ramots
reservoirs. Overall cost, and the pos-
sibility of crunching the rear brake

hor arm in rock sections, kept the
floating system and highr caliber
Shocks off th

SR e
to the RM125, but closer Inspection

Hoadight i hignsiow bear ele-
ment is protected by rock guards.
Wrench on right is &l that's raquied
for wheel removal on both ends, and
cable guides keep front brake cable
from snagging at inopportune times.

and top-end dimensions. Suzuki uses
case-reed system on the m

along with six-port scavenging in the
cylinder designed to improve intake
efficiency throughout the range while
redecing residual gases I the oin-
-maintenance Pointiess

Elocronic faiion system (PEl
comparatively retarded setting in
relationship to the M. A built-in
lighting coil drives the front and rear

casly modiied to accest brighter
Baja-type
The six- svesd is shifted by parts
. but the PE is capa-
il e
1o different gear ratios and greater
It can slog th
the woods at a turtie’s pace or make-
up time on fire foads t & high clip.
By utiizing a large flat washer in
the center ¢

reaurements, yet is sl res
rely hamper
Horsepower by high restricton of ox
eyt fo
e 1RO tires on the 175 are simi-
it inga i antite nathest)
nobby design with strong sidewalls
that extend past the width of Takasa-

beads, but we'd rather see rim spikes
10 facilitate fast tire changes.

A 3.2-gallon plastic gas tank

by a single bolt

through the frame and in back by a
auicicdetachable rubber strap. Ut
ing one petcock on the left side, the
tan wil o enough fue! for an 60-
mile jaunt. Testing in Japan four

the rider. Due to the rear tailight and
frame loop, a different fender fits on

the back. but t's just as wide as the

lece. A compact non-sireet le-
gal tailight is mounte to the
rear fender, behind the frame 100p.

low beam
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Suzuki PE175

headight filament also fried due 1o a
surge from when the tailight blew. In
order o reciy tis problem ntalla
higher wattage bulb than stock in the
Tear talight_ This wit usually absor
errant electrical surge, and
should keep al three filaments burn-
ing continuously.
olh a chain gude and a chain
tensioner are used to p the
Slack caused by aimost 8 Inches of

which usually occurs when -the

5

very precise due
to their progressive feel.

A bright yellow headight mace of
high impact plastc works surprsingly
ol for I foetle 1E-iatt ratig and
features both high and low beam set-
tings. The jvarded fairly woll
from rocks and tres brenches

the lens face.
Hins thethasdeate atgmaiinirat

ter noedle anyway and al

or riding in muddy events,
Sl ok top o )
t

Easy to read
odometer are resettable by tenths
ody should have problem getting.

large numerals of

fuel into. the
tank filler hole.

s extra larga gas

mesh screen and bafiles.

'Smooth design lines betwoen sidepa-
and tank can be s

ould be tightened after first
two hous of riding.

Super long silencer/spark arrester
keeps PE exhaust to a quiet whisper.

o for the.
integral " taillight,
ribbed rear fender.




b E suzuKI E‘ 5
S 1700 p ,
D |
00 8% =
5 ae
s et
Sooo 101~ 1ie
g e |
£ Too0 armr iz |
g E fmoiemite E
H ey =
¢ SRR T wg
] 1000 1635859 = 'é
] TESTED FOR T i
¢ NoToRoveUST ® 3
H e (2031 max) &
z WESCo oY g
g et
Se el e s
5 E [wsoamay—| &
{ el o =
S
E Suggested retal prce. $1179
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= Number of U.S. deslers. 1600
Lilily]z Cost of shop manual None
RPMK100 w 10 evone
price T Two-stroke case-reed single
Gl coureet 17200
Bore x stroke. 60 57mm
$1915 ‘Compression 7.6:1
Carburetion. 1. 52mm, Mikuni
Ignition. Siizuki electronic (PE
| Lubrication Premix; Suzuld CCI 201
Lighting output 50 watts @ redline
L Battery. None
woRse T
POWER 2031@ 9000 DRIVETRAIN
Prinary ansmissin Sour gear 1
2477 @ 7500 < wet
oo VB iion S5 o eiBatds a8
213 @500
] cHassiS
Fork Kayaba, 9.1-inch travel
0 2 Shocks. Kayaba, 7.9-inch travel
Front tre i
WEIGHT Fioar tire -18 IRC
Rake/trail 307/5.12 in. (130mm)
Wheelbase. 559 In. (1420m
Seat height .35 In. (889mm)
und clearance. i in
Fuel capacy 32 gal. (12 lters)
et weight 240 Ibs. (108kg)
Colors ellow
Instruments....Odometer resefiable both ways by 101hs.
PERFORMANCE
o to weigh ra, unaden 182 o0
Average ol conumpto 25 m
Touring re Roprodimaiy 50 mHes

Sheodn gears @ powst peak 15t 20.64
v 30,73 4in 5102
5th 61.01; 6th 72,88
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PE is very different. Since it doesn't
use rear-set handlebar clamps, the
bars are slightly farther away from

today’s tall dirt bike

tandards
Riding the PE is often an effortiess
pleasure. ts main distinction from
other enduro bikes is the fact that
you s work 10 get th
Vst from the PE. 165 ot amasing
amounts of torque, allowing the rider
1o plonk ctions in first
gear without even thinking of asking
the cluteh for aid in extracting horse-
power. By using different timing set-

fifth are normally staged and sixth

gear is a fiyer and well computed for

hase tmes when you'v go to make
up ground

Chines without falng far behing. Top
spoec spprosches &0 mph

ections that require fi-
nesse nd goca ot coordination,
the PE175 will gobble many a 250
and ikely. motor away from s 1756

at both ends—plush
small bumps, yet ready to soak-

most of the bigger obstacles. The
suspension might be a tad soft for
he seriously fast enduro or Two-Day
rdar. The only. stations here the

both front and rear suspen:
sion can be beefed-up quickl

The big key to the PE's success is
the lack of demands it places on the

reed induction, a 3
e Wt dovsned s

chain and case pmlsclar keeping brush and mud from

Jamming 520 s
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owner. He doesn't need to give much

PE's closest compator s he
1175 Vamate, & machice that I hos

obviously fakenion hoadionead. in

the marketplace. Out of the crate the

btter, onger-rave suspen-

tor is more coopera

tive—a lot of credit for this going to

the coardnaton batween port dssion
jandiing is out.

e s in habit, yet soft

Sooushor alcdey T Thomle o

centration and more time to enjoy.
the scener
ut how does it compare 1o its Eu-

10 enjoy a race-bred dirt-
bike ofher casualy or as a racer




