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MOTORCYCLIST ILLUSTRATED

BIDEAJAPANESE dual purpose ol

plastic side

event once the indicats
been removed? Forget it. Comparing
such a bike with a true enduro mount
is like assuming your RD250 is as
good as Kenny Yamal

Well, perhaps we exaggerate a ltle,

The seme basi cyinder ! fead
is shared with the eing

sand-cast ‘on iner with bridged
intake ports, ix transter ports and a

large bridged exhaust port —
o a0 up 0. It ot holes
Naturally, the bore boen
increased {0 60mm and the stroke ta
ovi y,

v 3 wider powor band and more

t [
But make no mistake, the Suzuki
PE 175 is pure enduro through and

through. There’s no  roadst
heritage, the breeding s true-blue
0t0-Cross from  Suzuki's famous

o final composite
bike with its own special
requireme

For_example, while the engine's

bottom end s basicaly the same as

case-rood potals
the ‘B to give a wide spread

oo gt all-out peak
ower. Stl, 22 useable bhp i o bike
Woihing just 24l con't b b

Tall and Strong

No longer does the head feature a
squishband, whilestronger  rods,
increased crank pin diameter, bigger
big end bearing and thicker gudgeon
pin ensure that the bottor

handle larger _capacity.
nciently,
different

extornal ‘rotor
Tt e

RM's internal unit, bringing with
it more flywheel inertia and hence
better bottom end ‘plonk’

Clearly, a frame that has withstood
the rigours of moto-cross and time is
eminently suitable for such a
machine, while the suspension would

likewiso be hard to fault. The leading
axle front forks provide aroun

travel, while the forward mounted
rear shockers do fikewise. This results
in a seat height of 36in., but once
astride the softly padded seat, you
feet can' touch the ground” once

Baroly Legal

As for accessorios, only the bare
minimum have been added to make it
“legal” for compotition without adding

The quick action throttle is designed
(o oo e pme e 3

purpose s instantly



MOTORCYCUISTILLUSTRATED.

accessible, being carried on the triple.
clamps.

h centre and prop stands are
fitted, while tyres are the universally
approved IRC Volcanduro —

rapped around equally well-known
Takasago alloy rims with ultra strong

Above: all-in-one_toolkit is kept

handy! Below: leading axle fork gives

fo nsion travel and_ helps

steering geometry. Right: Steven B.
enjoying himself

view of an experienced rider (hate
10 use the word ‘expert’ — his feet
would never touch the ground), and
thon.the remaindor o1 ‘the.Ediorial

PE EXERCISE
ANDY'S ANTICS
F WEEKS prior to the

power band and slowed i
as | wreste to stay aive. Sermasly

mile of ‘running i’ on the clock when
we were let foose. Many thanks,
nts!

beauty. On the same circui as the
& ¥ ould throw

R arouncwith 1o foa of s s
or swift excursions to the
expected from a small
capacity machine the revs must be
@pt up to obtain the best
performance, although it never
gassed up through overloading.
When it starts 0 gmm st stab down
the gear lever an power
ATl

distances he had tested them
For a purch

£900, which s less than a number of

Lapineso

Py, tal hiks or Street-comer poser’s
delight.
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Pete’s pranks

HAVING just watched the most
impressive antics of Steve Beamish,
ind (how it hurts to say it) the stylish
A Foulktn e eamsason hey i
words ‘i’ your turn now” were aimed
in my directic

confrontation

Ieast pesky. Staling, the. motor

climb. brought
thenks, for the. tn- geer !nvlmg
capabilitis and the r

revs do_have

b Koot Wt
maximum power, even though the

te hexible.
Finding a nicely o “berm
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.i2nce father spectacuary,
We. weula pave 1

(deeply. Tutted tum f you prefer)  helpad him, buti's ot fton hatyo
Drought out the latent ambition 9002 chance io eave vour editer a
oto-crosser! Charge into the turn of ‘s smal il wih
i ousreched eyl the bke P17 perchelfecaraieh aver B

suct

the dosty sufaco, dons, howover, as he regularly

controled in what e calls trials

Pty ot T b Being < aditorial

g Wi he impression of S6ing o sesistar ke, |1k ho ot

bud oster, even if it was at

20 mphi The began (0 experiment

mportant poit was the utor foeing i i th fr0nt whee, shooting
of contollabilty even after just  few ing di

i din n.. Totiing NP v ke ot e S

impression gleaned from the PE was s ). 1 would have

that of an_easy-to-ride, high  continued all day, only th topers of

performance machine which even s the team began to crave slcohol and,

ovice reciate and  closing time being near, ol it wouid

eventually master. An ox id  be cruel o me 10 keop tem waiing

get on it and win straight away. Me?
1 bad tho practce focites, tme
nd o well and truly
uro riding in general,

e e PN e

Tim's tricks

“GO ON said Andy, ‘if you've riddon
an XT on the trail you can cope with
this’, | was by no mear
especially after watching the ot
(aithough Editor Richardson had
een_encouragingly timid) but |
persuaded myself that
worse, hoppe
gingerly buzzs
sbject fear had coased
gripping my bowals, | 10 enjoy
mysal immansely, The PE was 30
misch easier {0 control than my XT
that my times quickly improved
By'the ond of my first session | was
e ey o
n rather reluctantly. The two old men
o had ridden i baf
fing and panting, but the

only part of my anatomy which fot
xercised was
By the time my sot

R

ancy F. showing ot
Ploase doot pplsud.

me doing what doing what the bke
wanted to. In any case, w

ider rolationship. |
o tho e St Yook do oh {
askad of It without punishing mo
because | was a loa
managed another ride in_ the
aftemoon and came away with the
ression that a day’s undisturbed
pracice woull impart  grest deetof
confi

very
i very reasonable
el b R Tt i

ne who has graduated
from a trail bike, of even & complete.
beginner.




