YAMAHA
DT 125R

YAMAHA DT 125R

y first bike was a
M DT125, so | guess it
was fitting that | should

return to the mud and grass
slopes of my youth to find out
something about this year’s DT.
First impressions of it are
justifiably good; in the cool blue
livery with yellow graphics it
looks sharp and able.
Suspension travel seems
extensive, which it is, and the
liquid-cooled reed-valve single
cylinder two-stroke unit is
clearly visible except for the ugly
flow of the exhaust pipe on-
exiting the cylinder head.

The question has to be then,
does the bike match up to the
looks? Such an enquiry should
be viewed relatively as the
restriction inflicted on 125s
limits them all way below their
true capability, whether straight
road bikes or on/off types. And
this is true of the DT125R.
Power starts to come in at

existent gearing to rev beyond
8000. This last engine speed
equates to a cruising speed of a
little over 60mph on the road
slightly, but not much, more with
a tail wind. Hence, on open
roads reasonable progress
relies on momentum as much
as engine power, and the knack
- soon picked up as watching
any learner riding fastish will
illustrate — of keeping the thing
on the boil.

What this. means is that
needing to overtake at about
50mph is a frustrating and
perilous experience. Every time
| ride a restricted 125 I'm
reminded of just how important
it is on a bike to have the power
to get out of trouble. The DT is
no exception to this rule, but
makes up for it in flexible, sure-
footed steering and handling
and light weight, 240Ibs (109kg)
to be exact. It is also very
manoeuverable in town, but road
use is compromised by one
severe let-down — one of the

hardest seats it h Wild-looking, wonderful graphics make the DT125R ideal for town and country
gt g S baen posing - it's ideal for riding in both too

my backside’s misfortune to

around 5000rpm, climbing to a
peak near 7000 and unwilling on
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| Like most 125s now, the chassis is easily up to what the output asks of it. Getting
out in the open and up in the air is its forté
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Generous suspension travel a

have to sit on. The stage was
soon reached where, after a few
miles in (or more accurately, on)
the saddle, at every stop for
traffic lights and such | would
move to the side to support
body weight wholly on one foot
rather than sit in pain. The seat
height itself is a not insignificant
34.5/in so a shift in body weight
is/definitely called for.

In terms of the inherent
discomfort of small bikes this
and the engine restriction are

e only two serious blots on an
otherwise fun-filled landscape.
And so we come to the tales of
playing around in the mud; back

' # the days when me and my DT
(L can’t honestly remember how
old it'is but it must be ten by
now) ruled supreme on the
slopes nearby, competition went
only so far as who could get the
furthest, without falling off. |
was, after all, still learning. This
DT allows a far more confident
time in slinging it about,
powering out of trouble — even
with the loathed 12hp restriction
—and relying on better tyres and

’ suspension.
£! The latter is, as said,
generous, with a full 270mm of
movement at the front and
260mm at the back. This allows
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you with such a light bike to be
fairly careless in what the back’s
doing, noting only the serious
losses of traction when shutting
off soon regains grip. The riding
position and general ergonomic
appointment is, other than the
seat, excellent throughout with
the controls seeming always to
be where you last left them and
footpegs never sliding under-
foot.

The minimilist chassis is, say
Yamaha, closely based on their
YZ motocross design, and it is
faultless on or off road. The
Yokohama tyres contribute to
this general sense of security,
and really the only thing halting
serious scratching is the power
limitation. It's not too nice
rounding a bend with a power-
band that’s limited in power and
extent. In all though the DT125R
is as capable on the road as any
125 with muddy ability could be
asked to be.

There is, however, a more
serious edge to all this. On
collection Kemp passed his
Enduro-eye over the DT and
began getting excited about
stripping off all the bits not
needed — the rather pretty rear
footrest rails and indicators are

The new ‘Super Glove’ from Frank
Thomas embracing all the features
and spirit of ‘Aqua’ design philosophy
in wet resistance PLUS greater powers
of heat retention and ultimate
comfort. Sub Zero Aqua stands alone
in its unique properties of supreme
heat retention and fotal weather
resistance in the very worst of wet
and cold.

Sizes: SM L XL Ladies: S, M

Sub Zero Aqua - No other

motorcycle glove can take it!

£49'95 +£1.50 p&p.

two examples — and taking the p |

Inner thermal

Special construction for comfort (
: A Full Thinsulol

Access/Visa - Telephone: 0933 652044
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. Frank Thomas Ltd., Atlanta Works, Victoria Street, Irthlingborough,

Northants, NN9 5RG.

Please send ......
Aqua Sub Zero as indicated.
Enclosed is cheque/P.O.

Address
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! LARGE BAG

| Only Baglux could design a system that
{ is so practical yet looks so good. A new
concept in tank bags, consists of tailor
| made tank cover harness designed to fit
B your bike perfectly. The tank harness is
securely attached by non-scratch
y| fittings and foam under-padding to
protect your tank. It incorporates up to
the minute styling to enhance the
appearance of your machine. You
choose from 4 different tank bags to suit
your needs. The clip-on tank bag is
removed in seconds so you can take it
with you most — anywhere. Makes refuel-
ling so easy too. So thoughtfully designed
and superbly crafted in heavy-duty
materials to guarantee long life.

MEDIUM BAG

£

Tailor made tank harness available in red,
white, blue, grey, silver, midnight blue
and black.

Available to fit most current road and trail
models: HONDA, YAMAHA, SUZUKI,
KAWASAKI, BMW, DUCATI, MOTO GUZZ1.
SINGLE COLOURHARNESS ............... £36
NEW TWIN COLOUR HARNESS
Red/Black, Red/White, Blue/White, White/
Midnight Blue and Black/Grey.
Available for certain models.

TWIN COLOUR HARNESS............c..cvucs £39
NEW 1989 MODELS

Honda CBR1000F-K, Suzuki GSX750F, 750

& 1100 Slingshots, Kawasaki ZXR750 &

Tangai, FZR1000, Super Tenere and

Ducati Paso.

TANK BAG
Each

bag
pocket & Carrying strap available in '::f
white, blue, grey, midnight blue, and black.
NEW TWIN COLOURS Red/Black, Red/White,
Blue/White, Grey/Black, Red/Silver Grey,
Blue/Silver Grey.

SPORTS BAG 5" deep, 15" long;
ideal with low bars £25 M

p, 15" long, 10" wide, with three handy
zipped side pockets £30. BAG 8" deep,
15" long, 10" wide, with extra ex andable 2'

high top compartment £35.
Combines sports bag & medium ba znpped
| together, three bags in one £40. I'RA%.

| 20 litres £30.

10" wide —
BAG 7"

- - - - s .
I PB To BAGLUX UK, 14 Waler Slreel. Ahergele, CIwyd LI.22 7SH. I
Please send me the items listed below. 3@
COLOUR CHOICE Make of m/c i

ITEM st 2nd PRICE l
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whole thing seriously; which
means as well, de-restriction.
As the DT is not going to keep
up on straights or round corners
with road 125s, there is a case
for saying the restriction isn’t as
bad as it could be. Honda’s
NS125R is easily capable of
taking on larger machines when
liberated from its 12
horsepower. The DT on the
other hand is far less frustrating
on the road, because the
chassis is not going to cut it with
small red things tarmac-wise;
therefore buying and de-
restricting just for off-road fun is
an attractive option. It went
through my mind anyway as |
showered Kel with dust for the
pictures. The thing is damn
good fun doing what it's best at.
This makes it worthwile passing
a test on, suffering the hard
seat, and then letting yourself
go on a nifty little off-road bike.

Rumour has it that it'll put out
nearly twice the horsepower
when de-restricted, but as this is
a family magazine, we won’t go
into that. For the £1600 you pay
for this bike the details are nice,
flashy front disc cover, brightly
coloured frame et al, and the
size is impressive,
which it has to be to justify the
massive-looking suspension
travel and bright paint-job. |
came away liking the thing a lot
in the end; it is a hundred or so
more than it's rivals, but against
the KMXs and MTXs of this
world it has an altogether more
serious off-road feel to it and
secure, if still restricted, road
manners. The controls are
suitable for both types of terrain,
the engine keeps its head in
town and out (although a long
blast will have it smoking) and it
seems a reasonable proposition
to fiddle it into a good small bike
for off-roading.

It will, of course, never make it
as a green-lane bike in the
tradition of travelling miles on

The limited output of the DT doesn’t forbid powering in and out of traction and
the like

paths and hills. It's too frenetic
for that. But therein lies its
appeal: you have no qualms
about ringing its neck as the
bike is light enough to keep in
hand, and powerless enough to
keep track of what's happening.
Whatever you do, don’t waste
this bike on just passing your
test. It deserves a bit more than
that/David Lancaster
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Carburettors
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Fuel capacity
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