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EXTRA!
SR500

By Jeff Peck

For some reason I have this uncon-
trollable desire to do strange things to
motorcycles. No, nothing like that!
What do you think I am, kinky? I just
like to try and make them go faster.

This desire is usually carried out on
regular test bikes of the four cylinder’
variety. But this time I had a chance
to play with something really different,
a single cylinder four stroke. As al
matter of fact the Yamaha SR500.

Most people who are familiar with
motorcycles know the SR is simply a
street version of the popular TT/XT500
dirt bikes. The SR has had the mag
wheel/disc brake treatment done to it
which makes it a “very good looking
street machine. The only thing it lacks
is some hair. The additional weight of
the street equipment has made the bike
sort of sluggish. Our objective was to
turn that slug into a punch.

EXT

Our first move was to find someone
who had a very good reputation for
making the TT500’s into very fast rac-
ers. This wasn’t hard to do. Ned knew
of the right people the minute I men-
tioned what I wanted, White Bros. I
didn’t tell him that I wanted some white
brothers, he told me the White Bros.
made the best TTS500 performance
packages around. After a moment of
confusion we were back on the track.

A simple telephone call provided us
with -all of the information about the
SR500 kit. It seems they had already
anticipated the demand for this type
of a performance package for this bike
and it was simple enough to make it
into a streetable item.

To keep things as simple and inex-
pensive as possible, we felt a simple re-
placement piston, instead of going for
an overbore, was the hot set-up. Part
of the performance package included a
high compression, about 11:1, forged
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piston. It slips right into the standard
bore and requires no machining.

To make the gas get in and out in an
increased volume a little more radical
cam was installed. It’s just enough to
improve the performance without mak-
ing the SR a pain to start and ride.
No head work was done because of the
cost factor. However, quality port work
for the SR is available from the White
Bros. and it does improve the perform-
ance of the 500cc motor.

On the intake side of the head a
larger carb is used, 36mm Mikuni to
replace the 34mm stocker and the stock
air box is removed and replaced by a
K&N air filter. This not only improves
the air flow but saves some weight to
boot.

In their experimentation with the
TT500’s the White Bros. have found
that there is one muffler that works bet-
ter than any other on these four-stroke

singles, it’s the Sup&r Trapp made by Pipe delivers good ground clearance with an obvious we/ght savings.

Disco Jet. For the dirt bikes it not only
made them quiet it also was approved
by the U.S. Forest Service as a spark
arrester. While all of this is very nice
the Super Trapp is also very tunable
through the use of the little discs that
make up the silencer.

Since this worked so well on the dirt
bikes the White Bros. could see no
reason for not using on the street bike.
The only difference is the size of the
muffler, it’s a four-inch model. This not
only works well but it is good looking.

The White Bros. pipe is available in
either chrome or black, we chose black
because it looks faster, and tucks in
very close to the bottom of the bike.
This means more ground clearance on a
bike that has almost unlimited ground
clearance as it is. An additional feature
for racing purposes only is a little meg-
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Stock 34mm carb and air cleaner are replaced with this 36mm Mikuni and a
K&N filter for improved air flow.

aphone that can be attached to the head
pipe in place of the muffler. While this
makes the bike very loud, it also gives
the bike about 5 mph more on the top
end.

Now that you know what went iato
the SR here’s how the little bike ran,
quickly. As a matter of fact the instal-
lation of this kit was good for a drop
in ET’s of almost a full second, down
into the bottom part of the 13 second
bracket.

While this doesn’t make the SR500
a GS550 killer in a drag race it makes
it into a very nice little canyon racer.
The power you get is spread through-
out the power range, improving the
low end for better acceleration out of
tight corners, very strong mid range
performance for those wide sweepers

and a definite top end improvement.

Before this was done to the SR500,
everyone agreed it was a fun bike to
ride. With this performance addition a
ride turns into a time to play as you
whip the lightweight little machine
around in the corners.

Four-stroke single fans can rejoice
with the introduction of the SR500,
they can throw a block party after they
install this kit in their Yamaha. It turns
a fun bike into a REALLY fun bike.

For further information on horse-
power, contact:

WHITE BROS. SPECIALTIES
11611-N Salinaz Drive

Garden Grove, CA 92463

(714) 638-1653 ®




