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If you’re just looking for a job, you can probably take your pick of
thousands. But if you’re also looking for adventure, the field
suddenly narrows. To the Navy.

In the Navy, a job means more than a good paycheck. It means
the opportunity to see places like Italy, Spain, Morocco, Hong Kong,
the Philippines and Hawaii. It means working on some of the most
advanced technical equipment devised by man. It means doing a
job that really counts, with guys who count on you to do it.

The Navy has more than sixty career fields we can train you in.
We’ll help you continue your education, and you’ll earn thirty vaca-
tion days with pay, a year. Your Navy recruiter can tell you more.
Speak to him or call toll free 800-841-8000. (In Georgia, 800-342-5855.)

Navy. It’s not just a job, it’s an adventure.

NAVY
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enny Roberts must
be the most frustrat-
ed ace in the history
of road racing, and
from the way things
keep going for him
he will stay that way
until next year. Once again he
missed the double appointment with
the checkered flag in the two races
he has never won—yet: Daytona 200
and Imola double 100. Ken’s golden
racing career might come to a natu-
ral decline while he is still attempting
to nail down his first win at either
Daytona or Imola.

It would not be the first case in the
sport; take Jay Sylvester, possibly the
greatest discus thrower ever, world
record setter dozens of times, but he
never won the Olympics. Daytona
and Imola are the Olympics of For-
mula 750 road racing and, even
though we are ready to crown Ken
Roberts the greatest road racer of
our times, he might just have to do

Opposite page, top left: duHamel, the
limping old man from Canada, lapped
his uncompetitive Kawasaki to a very
smooth seventh overall placing. Top
right: Four nations shared the first
four places, Michel Rougerie, the
French marathon champion, copped
second at Imola. Middle: Barry
Sheene, handicapped by a non-com-
petitive Suzuki, chasing one of the
hords of Yamahas that so decidedly
dominate road racing. His kind of tal-
ent should not be wasted on poor ma-
chinery. Bottom left: Pat Hennen giv-
ing chase on a borrowed Suzuki
courtesy of John Newbold and Suzuki
G.B. Cross-over foot control levers
and being new to the course were too
much of a handicap for the American
Ace. Bottom right: Gary Nixon wear-
ing Motorcyclist Magazine’s 74 All
Star jacket walks away from it all.
Above: Cecotto gets a hole shot in the
first race, seized it before the lap was
over. Right: A Norton, too old and too
slow for the show.
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Top: Kenny getting a push from Kel during pre-race practice. Bike had nothing
but problems, making a lean year for Roberts. Middle left: Pat Hennen waiting
it out. Middle right: Steve Baker and duHamel doing the same. Bottom left:
Speed wrenchin’ between races. Bottom right: Marlboros are big over there.
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without those laurels. He’ll remain
great; after all, it has always been
some side problem that has stopped
him from winning—he has never
been defeated in the real sense, not
even in '74 when his choice of an
inadequate tire put him in the second
spot at his first Imola.

This year things went sour by the
end of the third qualification run
when a big-end bearing seized. Ken
was just beginning to sort out his
bike and had just set a very convinc-
ing lap time, the second best behind
Cecotto’s runs at 1.55.14, some three
seconds faster than Agostini’s previ-
ous record. At 1.56.40 Ken looked
consistent and we all expected him
to break in the low 1.54s during the
fourth and last qualification run. But
he did not appear at the paddock
gate. With his leathers halfway down,
he was helping Carruthers in re-
moving the engine of his mighty Ya-
maha from the frame. With his lap
time, there was no worry about a first
row start, and Kel decided that if
such a problem had to show, it cer-
tainly was better that it happen Sat-
urday afternoon. That it would hap-
pen Sunday also, Kel had no way of
knowing; otherwise he would have
saved himself four hours of hard
work and Ken a seizure and conse-
quent crash, knocked head and in-
jured foot.

While Kel was working on Roberts’
bike, another American rider was cir-
culating at an incredible pace around
the 3.134 miles of very demanding
track of Imola; it was Steve Baker,
aboard the sound 750 Yamaha spon-
sored by Yamaha Motors of Canada.
His lap times had steadily increased
through the practice sessions, by the
fourth he was just too fast for any-
one and got the pole position with a
superb 1.54.79. In 1974 Roberts had
set the fastest lap time in the race at
2.00, the year before the late Saarin-
en had circulated at 1.48.9, but there
were no chicanes yet to slow down
the riders in the two fastest sections
of the track. Now Steve Baker is
within less than six seconds of the
old record and that should mean
something about his superb riding
ability and hot Canadian machinery.

One rider who looked out of place,
surprisingly, was Giacomo Agostini.
On his home turf he has always been
sensational, but now the young lions
of new generation road racers are
too fast even for him. He tried as
hard as he could to get his lap times
in the same league with the Ameri-
cans, but all he could muster was
1.57.55, only fractionally faster than
Frenchman Michel Rougerie on a pri-
vate Yamaha 750 that was supposed-
ly substantially slower than the fac-
tory fire engines ridden by Ago, Bak-
er, Cecotto and Roberts.

The official machines are some
25-30 pounds lighter and 10 hp
stronger than the over-the-counter
versions. Their power-to-weight ratio,
in terms of hp to kilo is 135:135, or
better 1:1. No other bike in the 750
class can match them. Ask Pat Hen-
nen or Barry Sheene, best of the Su-




zuki riders. Pat had his first experi-
ence at Imola, and in the qualifica-
tion runs he was able to break in the
1.59 +, the safe limit to make the
first grid wave. Pat did it on a bike
he had never ridden before, with the
pedals switched and in only two
runs. It all happened in Caracas, af-
ter the 200-mile race at San Carlos.
The bikes of Hennen, Pat Evans,
Randy Cleek and the one and only
Gary Nixon were lost somewhere be-
tween Venezuela and Milan, but
chances are they had been misrout-
ed to Australia. Pat was the only one
of the four to get a place in the start-
ing grid. Young and possibly more
flexible than Nixon, he adjusted to
the bike he borrowed from Suzuki
GB, the one that John Williams was
supposed to ride.

But Williams is not the right man
on a track like Imola, being a spe-
cialist of the British short circuits, so
he was happy to hand his fresh Su-
zuki 750 to Pat. A good bike, Pat
said the engine felt stronger than his,
the problem being that the rear brake
lever was on the side where he usu-
ally finds the shift lever, and the shift
lever...*‘l have to think every time,
and when you are in a hurry, you
loose a lot of time.”” Pat confided this
at the end of the qualification runs,
while he cleaned the engine of his
borrowed Suzuki. He, with brother
Chip, reset the pedals, switching
sides for the next day’s race.

Gary Nixon, long expected at Imola
and finally here, did not qualify. On
Roberts’ spare bike, with the same
pedal problem Hennen was facing,
he could not do better than 2.4 +,
not enough in this year’'s super-fast
Imola 200. Gary was riding in his
usual immaculate style, but it was not
enough; Imola’'s blind corners take
some time to learn where to put the
wheels, it is too easy to settle for
too-short gearing, trying to pick up
acceleration out of corners. Nixon
was just sorting out the bike when
trials ended. Too slow.

Everybody felt sorry, and tried their
best to get him on the grid. We all
knew that Erv Kanemoto, almost in
tears, would have set that uncustom-
ary Yamaha to its best potential, and
Gary would have done the rest. With
that tough Nixon grimace, the superb
rider from Maryland, the still-going-
strong hero of pre-Roberts years just
could not believe that he wouldn’t be
in the race. He and Erv went back to
work to set the machine up for the
race with a feeling that somehow he
would be on the grid, even if in the
back of the second wave. He would
have worked his way up the pack;
hell, there’s only one Nixon in the
racing business. They toiled in vain.

The surprise of the trials came
from such as Rougerie, Katayama
and Palomo, little known outside Eu-
rope and Japan, but very impressive
and all able to break in 1.57+ on
regular Yamahas. Right behind them
was Barry Sheene on the less potent
Suzuki.

Johnny Cecotto, fresh off his Day-

continued on page 68
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Top: The winners’ circle—Steve Baker waves the cup while Michel and Barry
seem very bored about it all. Middle: Erv Kanemoto and Nixon couldn’t get it
together enough to make the program. Bottom left: Baker wheelies out of a
turn. Bottom right: Luckless Johnny Cecotto coasts back to pits.
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Starts Here

The air filter is one of the most over-
looked performance components.
Stock or modified engine, you're
‘fiot getting full performance, mile-
age, and top end if the filter is
choking off or restricting air intake.
Builders of racing engines often took
chances with open velocity stacks
because old style air cleaners re-
stricted performance. Today, more
manufacturers of ultra-high perfor-
mance induction systems utilize

K&N Air Filters than any other
brand.

K&N Air Filters utilize a curtain of
oil suspended in special fabric. The
oil acts like a magnet, catching and

HHPERFORMANCE AIR FILTERS
PO Box 1329, Dept. B37, Riverside, CA 92502 (714) 682-8813

holding minute particles of dust and
dirt on the outside surface of the
filter, allowing air to pass freely
through. The accordion pleat design
provides more filtering surface and
requires servicing less often. Be-
cause of the oil saturated fabric,
moisture or rain won’t choke off
K&N's performance. K&N Air Fil-
ters are easily cleaned and re-oiled.
If you're touring cross country or
riding cross town, there’s a K&N
High Performance Air Filter that
slips into your stock airbox, or a
custom chrome capped unit to
clamp on your machine.

Send $2.00 for the 1976 K&N
Catalog of Air Filters, Handlebars,

- and Accessories.
v o ‘\\

CHARTER MEMBER

Home Study Courses are also available

call TOLL FREE 1-800-874-0645
Florida residents call 1-904.255-0295 collect

1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA 32014

5710 W. MANCHESTER BLVD.
LOS ANGELES, CAL 30045
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. caferacer
special equipment

an
high performance
touring gear

dick’s cycle west,inc.

304 agostino road, san gabriel, california 91776

Dept. MC telephone (213) 287-9656

STEVE “IMOLA” BAKER

continued from page 47

tona 200 win, had lapped very fast
on Friday, while he had gone steadily
but without improvement the next
day. Cecotto loves to surround him-
self in mystery. He never talks; if you
want to know anything you must go
to see Mr. Ippolito, his sponsor, the
almighty Yamaha distributor for Vene-
zuela. Johnny is the new hero of the
local fans because of his Italian origin,
and because during the world series
he is stationed in Italy.

Ago is no longer first in the hearts
of his countrymen; most of the Italian
fans come to see him in the dust, but
they go wild when he wins. After so
many years, the love affair between
Ago and his public has turned into a
love-hate game. Cecotto is the new
fiance; and Ago is some sort of mis-
tress they are getting fed up with,
but who is still able to stir them when
that special feeling strikes back.

Johnny is supposed to be getting
the best stuff from the factory, and
that is certainly true when it comes
to the 350 and, obviously the 500,
since he has the only two of the ab-
horted '76 versions in existence. Ip-
polito expects his protege to regain
the 350 title and double it with the
500 crown, not bad for an early sea-
son preview. In Imola, Cecotto was
expected to win, most of the ltalian
press were betting on him, probably
to please their readers. With his curly
hair and angel face, Johnny is the
instant winner. But he didn't last
more than one lap.

Despite his fantastic qualification
time, Baker was still regarded as an
incidental, an intruder among the
gods of speed. The typical underdog,
Steve certainly looks the part, always
busy about his bike, soft spoken and
superficially unglamorous. Easy and
friendly after the race, Steve doesn’t
shuck ’'n jive prior to it—he doesn't
pose as a superstar; he is the anti-
star, so natural in all expressions,
and so great.

The race was no race at all. Steve
just took off, Roberts trailing for a
couple of laps, then dropping back
with engine troubles that climaxed in
an unglorious seizure. Unfortunately
that happened right at the end of the
long stretch from the grandstand chi-
cane around a very fast left sweeper
and into another straight, the fastest
section of the track, where the
stronger machines reach 150 mph.
Near the end of the stretch, there’s a
slight bend to the right, and at this
point the riders start fan-shifting and
braking to negotiate the slowest of
Imola’s corners, a sharp left.

Ken’s bike seized right here, where
the riders are super-busy and well
cranked over. No time to pull the
clutch. Bang! Ken’s bike had been
rebuilt after the third practice ses-
sion, but the original piston had been
retained since no time remained for
proper running-in new pistons.
Maybe the pistons were a little



abused, since the engine has never
run at full string on race day. Conse-
quences for Ken were fairly marginal,
a little head concussion and a foot
injury that prevented him from taking
the start one week later at the
French Paul Ricard 200.

When the seizure occurred, Ken
had already dropped to third place,
surprisingly having been passed by
Michel Rougerie. Cecotto had
crashed during the first lap due to a
clip-on that had snapped in his
hands while braking hard. Some said
that things went the other way
around, with Cecotto grabbing a
handful of brakes and flipping, the
clip-on snapping in the crash.

Ago was never part of the show.
Too slow, out of shape, he pulled
into the pits when, after six laps, he
had already been passed by a num-
ber of riders on supposedly less
competitive machinery. He reported

some mysterious misfiring, but it did
not sound like that. Back in the race,
he looked totally unconvinced and fi-
nally called it off with a reportedly
broken big-end. Baker, totally unop-
posed, was sailing all alone up front,
while the only real race was for sec-
ond place, between Rougerie and
Sheene, with Katayama, Palomo and
Hennen right behind having their
own fight. Rougerie had a faster ma-
chine, but Sheene was riding at his
best and had a better pit crew. At the
end of the first heat Steve was al-
most one minute ahead of the rest of
the pack, led by Rougerie closely fol-
lowed by Sheene, Swiss representa-
tive Kneubuhler being two seconds
ahead of Pat Hennen, who was in
turn two seconds in front of Kataya-
ma on a private but very fast Yama-
ha. Pat was making an exceptional
showing in his first race at Imola,

picking up confidence lap by lap.
The 45-minute intermission be-
tween 100-mile races allowed crews
to change tires and patch engines.
Roberts was, obviously, a non-start-
er, while Agostini gave up and hand-
ed his pistons over to Baker, who
had noticed some power drop in the
closing stages of the first heat. Ce-
cotto’s bike had been easily fixed
and the young Venezuelan, now with
a totally fresh engine, was seriously
aiming for a strong comeback, with
lap times as low as 1.53, almost at
the physical limit of the track. It
would solve nothing, other than
prove his superiority. Starting last in
the pack, Cecotto charged past 18
continued on page 74

Forget
Performance

There are replacement

exhaust systems.

And there are per-
formance exhaust
systems. We think the
difference is
important. But if

yvou don’t agree, then
forget about per-
formance and buy any
exhaust system that
looks good.

Hooker’s newest exhaust systems
slip easily into place on the
existing headpipes of your 4
cylinder Honda or Kawasaki (no
welding necessary). These

systems are thoroughly engineered

to achieve the delicate balance
between a high level of sound
control and maximum engine
efficiency. Don’t confuse

these with replacement parts.
These are real performance
exhaust systems. Select either
the four muffler system pictured
or the four into two design.

HER

Hooker header type exhaust systems continue to set
the standard for performance and good looks. The four
into one Honda 750 system is shown.

But if you want a good
looking, custom exhaust
system that really per-
forms, Hooker has the
best engineers, dynos
and craftsmen working
on just the right

system for your bike.
(Performance is the
reason Hooker’s the
world’s largest manu-
facturer of high per-
formance exhaust systems.)

And all Hooker products
are built for perform- l
ance, even their skate-
board suspension sys-
tem. That’s right. Witha I
simple adjustment,
Hooker’s suspension
system can release the l
energy of a flex board or
enforce the stability of
a rigid board. Or, for the
ultimate skateboard (]
choose the fiberglass
Hooker Tune Flex [§
complete with double action trucks and urethane .
wheels. Hooker skateboards may not be available in
your area yet. So order direct, sight unseen, and know l
you'll get the best just because it’s from Hooker.
Yes, | want the best. Send me a Hooker.
24" Hooker Tune Flex Board:
—__$58.40 Yellow: __$59.40 Rainbow
27" Hooker Tune Flex Board:
—_$59.40 Yellow: ____$60.40 Rainbow
$19.95 Suspension System ___ 24" 27"
Undecided? Send $1.25 for information on all Hooker

products My weight is.
Name

Address

City . State Zip

Master Charge: BankAmericard

Card #

Exp. Date

Enclose check or money order payable to Hooker, 1032 1
West Brooks St., Ontario, Calif. 91762. Freight included. l
California residents add 6% tax. Offer void where pro- [}
hibited. Sorry, no C.O.D.

----------------l
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STEVE “IMOLA” BAKER

continued from page 69

riders in the first lap, then the engine
packed. Of the semi-official Yama-
has, only Baker’s was going strong
after the piston transplant.

These bikes are currently the ulti-
mate expression of road race ma-
chinery, and their reduced reliability
seems to confirm the impression that
any further improvement in terms of
dependable power will imply some
modification to the basic design. Big-
end failures are now common prac-
tice, while last year the 750 Yammy
was regarded as a most reliable rac-
er. It still is in the standard form.

After Cecotto had to call off his
brave attempt to inject new interest
in a dull race, the second heat
reverted to the previous format, with
Baker facing only one competitor,
the stopwatch. He did it again, be-
cause he lapped in 1.54.80, repeat-
ing, though totally unchallenged, his
performance of practice day and set-
ting a new official track record.

Rougerie and Sheene were again
locked in battle for second spot, with
the French rider leading the duo
when drama struck. Sheene pitted
for fuel first and was off in a matter
of eight seconds. Rougerie, no long-

here the Cars are the Stars”

Hollywood’'s newest attraction, a 2
fascinating display of cars starred
in movies and TV, celebrities’ cars,
world racing championship win-
ners, one-of-a-kind cars you've
read about in magazines—an auto-
@ motive adventure for the family.

er pressed by the British ace, re-
mained in second spot comfortably
until pit time came for him too. His
lead was enough to allow him to re-
join the race still running second, but
when Rougerie got out of the pits,
Barry was 12 seconds ahead of him,
the Frenchman’s pit stop having tak-
en some 25 seconds. It happened
when the quick-fill hose was applied
to the tank; the filler tank happened
to be empty. A traditional
funnel-cum-jerrycan refueling had to
be applied, with obvious results.

Mouth foaming, the irate Frenchman
‘ rejoined battle at a pace supposedly
N- beyond the potential of a standard

PINK PANTHER

'FUP s i v

BOB .

WILSON AN
Moble dor o Lé?fdg;“b?ﬁ MARGRET Yamaha, going down to 1.55.23 in
Cad SGoid lap time, just one tenth of a second

Pecial )

slower than Cecotto’s qualifying time.
HOLLYWOOD It was a great show of gr?llantry, and
it paid off, with some help from a
Mﬂtzggsﬂ;d GEORGE ”’OT%R% broken expansion chamber that fur-
7001 Hollywood Bivd., B,é,ﬁ"'s midnight ther slowed Sheene’s bike. Pat ‘Hen-
Hollywood, Ca., 90029, CUstolsli(z);rs Fri. & sat. nen’s Suzuki suffered the same prob-
(213) 461-2855 - - lem while the brave young rider was

a strong fourth, battling with Kataya-
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ma. By race end, he had lost another
position to Newbold, the second man
of team Suzuki GB.

When the checkered flag put an
end to the one-man show, Steve
Baker was 35 seconds in the lead,
with Rougerie second by four sec-
onds over third place Sheene. Ka-
tayama was a lonesome fourth, while
Suzuki-mounted Newbold and Hen-
nen dicing for fifth place all the way
to the last yard. The best placing, ac-
tually the only placing, Kawasaki was
in the hands of Yvon duHamel. Still
limping, the great Canadian gave
another demonstration of consistency
and dedication, that he confirmed
the next week in France by ramming
his green triple into third spot behind
Cecotto and Baker, who had to settle
for second place at the Paul Ricard.

At Imola Steve Baker swept the
prize field, having led from start to
finish in both heats. Some 13 million
lira ended up in his pockets. Now the
lira is going down the drain, but by
present exchange rate that still corre-
sponds to some 15,000 bucks, which
were really deserved by this gifted
American who held the world at bay
for a day, at least in terms of consist-
ency and mastership.

RESULTS:

FIRST HEAT

Steve Baker (32) Yamaha
Michel Rougerie (25) Yamaha
Barry Sheene (7) Suzuki

Bruno Kneubuhler (41) Yamaha
Pat Hennen (40) Suzuki
Takazumi Katayama (21) Yamaha
Alex George (34) Yamaha

Yvon duHamel (17) Kawasaki
John Newbold (6) Suzuki

Ron Haslam (36) Yamaha

SECOND HEAT

Steve Baker (32) Yamaha

Michel Rougerie (25) Yamaha
Barry Sheene (7) Suzuki
Takazumi Katayama (21) Yamaha
John Newbold (6) Suzuki

Pat Hennen (40) Suzuki

Christian Bourgeois (132) Yamaha
Yvon duHamel (17) Kawasaki
Gerard Chouckroun (42) Yamaha
Rene Ruitz (83) Yamaha

FINAL RESULTS

1st Steve Baker (32) Yamaha
USA

2nd Michel Rougerie (25) Yamaha
France

3rd Barry Sheene (7) Suzuki
Great Britain

4th TakazumiKatayama (21) Yamaha
Japan

5th Pat Hennen (40) Suzuki
USA

6th John Newbold (6) Suzuki
Great Britain

7th Yvon duHamel (17) Kawasaki
Canada

8th Gerard Chouckroun (42) Yamaha
France

9th Rene Ruitz (83) Yamaha
France

10th Jack Findlay (18) Yamaha
Australia

GUNS & AMMOS

DEFENSE:
E“Ns want to know about
firearms for home pro-

tection in this special 96-page pub-
lication by the editors of Guns &
Ammo Magazine. It’s loaded with
advice from top gun experts and
covers all.facets of home gun use,
to include:

Youllfind:
every -

* How to select the right gun to
protect your home

* You, your gun, and the law: law
interpretation, law enforcement,
and moral law

* Just how effective your firearm
can be

* How to keep it out of
unauthorized hands

* Special features, including how
to handle home defense
situations

* And much more!

All in Guns & Ammo’s

HOME DEFENSE GUNS
On Sale July 1
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