“After his rider, Donnlo Roblnson.
fallen off at Knockhill the previous day,

practice and went straight into the heats
where | think | finished 12th in the 250 an
eighth in the 350 and | thought
end of my career in Europe.”

A rather disillusioned Gardner retumod to

Wayne Gardner, once turned down by sponsor Mal
Carter, turns on the style in these pictures on his
RS500 Honda. After this season’s impressive start,
he’s banking on a works Honda for next year.
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ASPENCADE .. £4250 XL500RC ...... £1299 CD200TB ....... £731
CB900F2D ..... £2699 VT500 ......... £1599 CB125RSD ..... £699
CBYOOED. . £2399 CBX550F2C ... £1829 CB125TC ....... £779
CB750ED" .. £2099 CBX550FC .... £1729 CD125C ........ £669
VE7508C .. 0.~ £2229 CB400NC ...... £1259 XL125RC ....... £769
VE7Z50ED 3t 0. - £2499 CB40ONB ... ... £1039 CM125 ......... £709
CB750F2C ... . .. £2069 VT400 ......... £1649 MTX125RWD ... £849
CB750EB = £1749 XL250RC ...... £1099 CG125C ........ £559
CB650SCC .... £1499 CL250SC ....... T CBIOON £519
CX650ED ...... £1899 CB250NB ....... £749 H100 ........... £469
CX650 Turbo ... £3399 CB250NDXB .... £799 C90ZZ ......... £439
GL500DE .. ... £1773 CB250RSA ..... £699 MBX80FWD £649
BTS00 .. ..o . £1399 VI250F ....... £1299 C70C .......... £409
CX500EC ...... £1599 CM250TB ....... £799 NC50DA ........ £269
CX500 Turbo ... £2899 MTX200RWD . . ... £939 MTX50SC ...... £519
CX500C ....... £1469 CM200TB ....... £701°C50C <100 £399

Honda 12 month warranty, backed by Honda 5-Star service
Don't delay, send £20 now, to reserve at today’s prices
SPARES, ACCESSORIES AND CLOTHING. Open Monday-Saturday
9.00am-6.00pm

“l thought at the time | might have made
’ the wrong decision but | know now it was
definitely the right one,” he confided. “I just
want to go grand prix racing and | must do
well in Britain to show Honda I’'m next in the
queue for GP rides.

“Ron Haslam’s performances in the
grands prix have really encouraged me
because last year | was dicing with him and
now he’s second in the world
championship.”

In typical Aussie fashion, Gardner
certainly is not short of a bit of the old
confidence when it comes to discussing his
chances in grand prix racing.

“If there is a place in the grand prix team
next season | guess | must be on that list.
They will make their decision after this
year’s results.

“It must be every road racer’s ultimate
dream to go grand prix racing and I’'m not
just joining the queue. | have to do it
because | just know | could be in the first
five with the right chance, the right bike and
a little bit of luck.

“I've really enjoyed riding the RS500
Honda. it’s a fantastic bike although at first |
was trying to ride it like a four-stroke, but
each time | ride it | feel more at home.”

A fact borne out by his performance in
the recent Donington International Gold
Cup meeting which he was leading until the
last lap when the RS500 seized. He has a
real chance to show his mettle to the
assembled Honda hierarchy when he rides
the bike in the British and Dutch Grands
Prix but he knows he must be patient.

“l would love to do more, but | know I've
got to be patient and win as many races as |
can in Britain. Racing in the UK, especially
against the likes of Marshall, is very hard. |
don’t think Grant and Rob McElnea on the
works Suzukis are that great a threat,
although by mid-season McElnea could be
a bigger threat when he gains some more
experience.”

Obviously rivalry is high between the two
Honda team-mates, as clearly illustrated by
the Mamola/Crosby affair in the Suzuki
team. This can cause real problems.

“With Roger and myself—who are such
great friends—both riding for Honda, there
could be problems, but everything is
working out fine.

“Both of us want to win races and the
only team orders we have at the moment is
One place Gardner will not be riding the

: works Honda is at the TT
inJune but it’s a decision entirely of his own choice.

“Honda don’t want me to go and ride because they think I'll try too
hard, but one day I'd like very much to go there to race,” he confided.
“Obviously with my grand prix intentions it’'s very important that |

win as many 500 races as possible, but I'd also love to win the
Formula One championship. It's the one Honda want to win so much
and I'd love to do it just for them.

“We are having a few problems with the 850cc V-four Formula One
bike at the moment, but Honda won’t stop until they have got it right.
It handles and stops well but lacks a little jump coming out of the
corners. It’s going to make me feel so good when | do win on the 850
against the 1000s.”

Obviously Mal Carter, who'’s probably got his mind on other things,
like a certain son called Alan, realises that he was wrong three years
ago, while Graeme Crosby, sitting at home in New Zealand, realises
his judgement was spot on. Certainly Gardner wants to show Croz he
was right and just go one better.

“Crozis a great guy and | really respect him. | want to do what he
did in grands prix but just go one step better than him and win the
500cc world championship.”
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