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~ Aspecially tuned 17_5 Yamaha trial bike with frame modifications for Endurowork,
plus afa_ctm_*y built Montesa 250 Enduro provided lightand responsive trail
riding inthe Lake District’s picturesque countryside for testers

Brian Crichton and Colin Hill.
Their reports are on the next two pages.
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MONTESA’S 250

Enduro has the speed

and handling of a moto

cross machine qualifying

for a place on the short-

list of any serious
- Enduro rider.

Even a cursory examina-
tion reveals its objective
approach. Slim profile and
uncluttered lines emphasise
its competitive nature.

There is no need for a buyer to
take delivery and then sit down

to consider where to prune
weight and make alterations. The

Montesa — street - legalised

Ny \

District provides

Montesa 250 test by Colin Hil

with six volt direct lighting — is
ready (o race.

Starting was simple. Push
down the choke lever on the
32Zmm Amal carburettor and
open the two petrol taps, or
rather valves. For instead of nor-
mal taps, Montésa has devised a
rubber bladder with a movable
steel ball. By squeezing the blad-
der, it removes the ball from its
seat, allowing fuel flow.

Three sharp kicks were usual
when cold and the choke lever
could be lifted immediately the
engine fired. Although the test
bike had only seven miles on the
clock, the motor ran freely with
no signs of being tight.

The clutch dragged slightly
first thing in the morning, but
once free stood up lo some
severe testing, especially when
trying to scale a Lakeside moun-
tain.

Ninety per cent of the mileage
covered during the lest was over

rough ground, forest tracks and
heathland and the nmazmbh
thrifty Montesa returned 47
miles per gallon of pre-mix fuel.

The small amount of -road
work was decidedly hairy before
becoming accustomed (o the
tremendous power from the
246¢cc engine, Wheelies had to be
consciously counteracted and
top speed potential was 3
remarkable B4dmph.

Pillion footrests are ftted so |

pcuum.r:d the wife to come for a
spin. After all, i they pr:nr‘:J
adequate they could be ¢
answer for the odd shopping tr:p.

The wile's comments were
unprintable — that was some
wheelie! The short trip confirmed
that this is definitely a onc-up
sports machine.

Taking to the rough high
tighted all the qualities of a true
dirt bike. Handling at [irst
scemed a little too hard for even
my 13 stones, probably due to

Those whoelies w;n all so easy, says Colin Hill

the Supreme test for two enduro

the newness of the bike .e'u'r:
few hours’ nding the fecling «
prc.‘i."'.h

Front forks Carry :I".: Montesa
logo, but in fact they are made
by Betor and give even inch
movement. Hcilr dampers
Telesco angled at 45
Again gIVINg 7 in trave

The fabulous ;‘u-.w' can really

1A

be used to the

I:‘.

boggy ground, +,r:-:;‘."..: the |
wheel light while travelling
speed. At the other end
scale Montesa has not [Orsax
low end r"‘*:"‘-‘-:' l DIKE W
plod ou 'u."'.":L situat A
lremendous case, U fair
to  5ay :".-: engine

when being worked hard

A decompression ¢
ICL! and { found s particu
useful when descending Siccp
slopes  littered with  rOCKS.
enabled me to pick a p
the machine under compicie €
.l.Tf": nt"x! .lj:f'.-" -a” g = DraAxeS
worked well 1 relied e |
more on the decompressor
assist my slowing on gre
ground.

Anvone who has ndden n the
Brecon Beacons or I5CA | 50
will know the benefits of _a-.-;: a
device. When your arms anc icgs

feel like dropping off with tireC
ness and your bike decides [
take charge halfway cown a
steep slope, it is bliss to be abie
to pull the decompressor lever
and bring everything under con
trol.

As with most compeution
bikes. mudguards are manufac
tured out of light, unbreakabic
PFHH[I\.M ]

1]

Ihc 1-.--.”"1.\. 15& EUdrd,
100, is of similar matenai, all
designed to reduce weight

Rims are of the light allo)
shoulderless type fitted wilh
Pirelli moto cross tyres whicd

proved to be a good combination
in wet and dry conditions.

Lights and rubber mounted
specdometer calibrated
kilometres per hour continued
to function under test condilons
and it was rcassunng (hat cven
thlli stoplight remained 10 Work
INg order.

The rod-tanked
inspiregd me (0 tackie wil h gay
:l!"';l.m.'lf‘-."l ObslaCies | woulkl n
mally shrink from And aler a
confidence 13 h.1.! lh: hattie

Montesa




nachines with MCN riders
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JEKYLL 'N' HYDE

O cxpert and Essex
EEI’URDIW Rayner, 25,
ormed a 1975 Yamaha
175 trail bike from a docile
“put excellent runner into an
ﬁ:dt[n;, rev-conscious, off-
A :
T“lknd ine, cycle modifi-
and m:rallu.m ht reduc-

Coupled with a revised rear sus
pension sct-up, it raises the seat
over three inches.

It was extremely comfortable,
ideal on trail and road, though
the increase in height is a disad-
vantage to short-legged riders.

The American Preston Petty

tion infuse the bike with a new mudguards give first class

type of vigour suggested by its protection. From the same manu-

rnmmll new appearance. facturer comes the combined

" All the non:standard parts are headlight and front competition

~ available from the Rayner pre- plate. :

‘ ml!ﬂ- Switching on  the lights

Initially, it is the large seat showed the bike's purpose as an
ﬂw:h demands  attention. enduro.
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single leading
alternator and six

They were 12-volt, fed by the
six volt supply. Main beam
threw no light bevond the mud-
guard.

But the reasoning was bright,
Alter some enduros, lights are
checked and marks deducted if
they have failed. The Rayner set-
up ensures no strain on the
underfed filaments.

Battery and rectifier had been
removed to cut weight and the
standard hooter was replaced by
a miniature bicycle-type model.

The further removal of indica-
tors and mirrors made the
machine feel naked on the road.
There was no brake light, so |
felt vulnerable in traffic.

With overall gearing reduced
by fitting a steel rear sprocket
with six extra tecth, maximum
road speed was an indicated
60mph. accompanied by vibra-
tion attributable partly to engine
uning.

On the trails, drawbacks on
. the road becnrnc virtues.. The

peaky and résponsive motor, fed
h a S{I‘mm Mikuni carburettor
renlacmg the standard 24mm,
gave a sense of fulfilment when
flat out.

The gear ratios felt ideal and
the light front end could be
hovered over obstacles without
detriment to steering.

Only when trying to turn in

'mnse going did a tendency lo

oversteer become a pparent. The
l'runl: ‘wheel wanted to dig in and
_turn on itsell..

"This could be explained by thn:

~ reduction in trail by raising the »
_ rear of the bike aﬂcr resiting the

' 30mm Mikanl

Rayner Yamaha test by Brian Crichton

shock absorbers.

Longer forks might help and
would certainly be a suitable
replacement for the standard
units, which occasionally topped
and bottomed ‘and felt shghtly
inadequate compared to the
revised rear suspension,

Yamaha's latest trail bikes
now have their rear shock absor-
bers moved forward in almost
exactly the place chosen by
Dave Rayner, |

With the Dutch Kom units on
the hardest spring preload set-
ting, controlled trail riding was
afforded. The softest setting
would bottom out on the rough
but gave a good road ride.

Mr Rayner measured rear
spindle travel at 5.5in, an
improvement of two inches over
standard. A chain tensioner was
fitted as a precaution but was the
only additional item.

PRICE LIST

- PRICES OF NON STANDARD

EQUIPMENT FROM.D and A RAYNER
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