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Low costs, big rewards

for Honda's 125 series

A LOW-COST road racing formula with
a prize fund of over £10,000 could revol-
utionise the British scene in 1977.

Plans are currently being laid at Honda UK’s
Chiswick headquarters to back a 12-meeting
series exclusively for their new CR 125 two
stroke racer, which last week underwent
successful tests at Cadwell Park and Thruxton.

The aircooled, single cylinder bike is likely to
cost as little as £800 ready to race and would be
available through selected dealers.

Most of the prize fund would be sunk into
prizemoney at the meetings, with just a small
portion of the total figure held back for the
overall positions at the end of the season.

With 125cc racing at a low ebb in this country
and with the sport becoming more and more
expensive, the plan is seen as an opportunity to
revitalise the 125cc class and put racing within
the reach of many more privateers.

The bikes are built by Honda Racing Service
Centre in Japan and the factory are keen to
assist importers and dealers with this type of
involvement in racing, in preference to entering
the world championships with a works team.
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wor ks VICTOR Palomo (above) has been crowned Formula 750 champion after winning Honda’s 125cc hope. See fREe % Opmlon.
Saturday’s final round at Hockenheim. His claim to the title, though, is being  P2g€ four.
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= WORLD’S TOP-SELLING MOTOR CYCLE NEWSPAPER

No 1087 = Wednesday, September 29, 1976 15p
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Eat Nixon protests !

will be introduced in 1977. See page seven.
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silver and one : = = - : %
bronze medal. WU Y  clothing in the country
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CRULDN | Palomo and Nixen : 2 B
73-7SCamberwe;le. bﬂth claim the ' : :
LONDON SES > |
* Your Top Two F750 crown e :

Wheeler Dealer

Telephone Sales 01-703 2271 -

BEoRRT  Practice leader |

g BB board |
B1 = . X

137.95
184.95
209.95
eed
Hes 1 B Ditchburn (Kawasaki) 2 184
P 2 V Palomo (Yamahaz 2 185
e 3 M Grant (Kawasaki) 2 18.5
669.95 4 J Newbold (Suzuki) 2 18.8 5
e 5 C Estrosi (Yamaha) 2-:19.0 1
101535 6 G Husson (Yamaha) 2 193
S 7 B Kneubuhler (Yamaha) 2 194
8 J Dodds (Yamaha) 2 19.7
9 G Choukroun (Yamaha) 22203
= 10 M Rougerie (Yamaha) 22207
ES ,
250.00
2o%s S l ' 1 '
z: ||| Provisional resuits
§;§ First leg (24 laps — 101.09 miles)
> m S mph
3399 | |1 J Newbold (Suzuki) 56 169 107.93
1599 2 P Coulon (Yamaha) 56 17.1 107.81
. 899 3 M Grant (Kawasaki) 56 17.3 107.68
89 | 14 V Palomo (Yamaha) 56 17.5
5 B Kneubuhler (Yamaha) 56 332
6 B Ditchburn (Kawasaki) 56 47.1

7 G Nixon (Kawasaki), 8 C Sarron (Yamaha), 9 G Choukroun
(Yamaha), 10 A George (Yamaha), 11 J Middelburg (Yamaha), 12 J
Williams (Suzuki), completed 23 laps, 13 J Bengtsson (Yamaha), 14 H O

o008 Butenuth (Yamaha), 15 J Ekerold (Yamaha), 16 F Heller (Suzuki), 17 E
ﬁ;:: Brandstetter (Yamaha), 18 J Dodds (Yamaha), 19 P Forrester (Yamaha),
§g~g55 20 H Schone (Yamahaz.
20995 Fastest lap: Coulon, 2m 16.6s — 111.09mph (record). Old record: P
S9% | |Pons(Yamaha) 2m 17.9s — 110.65mph. ~
e - Second leg (24 laps) — =~
e . m s mph
1 G Nixon (Kawasaki) 56 13.9 108.03
| 2 V Palomo (Yamaha) 56 21.3 107.93
3 B Kneubuhler (Yamaha) 56 40.0 107.12 .
SPECIAL OFFERS 4 G Choukroun (Yamaha) 57277 &
: ; : 5 A George (Yamaha) 57 394
XS650 YAMAHA .... £799.95 6J Doddsg(Yamaha) 57 41.7

e 2 7 J Williams (Yamaha), 8 J Newbold (Suzuki), completed 23 laps, 9 P
Forester (Yamaha), 10 J Bengtsson (Yamaha), 11 H Butenuth (Yamaha),
12 J Ekerold (Yamaha). 13 E Brandstetter (Yamaha), 14 P Sjostrom
| (Yamaha), completed 22 laps, 15 P Lehtela (Yamaha), 16 A Harle
(Yamaha), 17 J Wolz (Yamaha) completed 21 laps, 18 H Schone
¢Yamaha), 19 G Vogt (Yamaha).

Fastest lap: Nixon, 2m 17.3s — 110.54mph.

OVERALL RESULT

LONDON'S FIRST
SUZUKI'S SERV AGENTS 8l | | Palomo, 2 Nixon, 3 Kneubuhler, 4 Newbold, 5 Choukroun, 6 George,
.| 7 Williams, 8 Bengtsson, 9 Dodds, 10 Butenuth.

BESC S S St S S

All action in the second half of the first leg. Mick Grant (Kawasaki, 3) leading Victor Palomo (Yamaha, 27),
Phillipe Coulon (Yamaha, 20) and race winner John Newbold (Suzuki, 6).

Three pages from the Hockenheim £750 thriller

T 20| | YOUCANTEEAT

cusworins
HONDA SUZUKI YAMAHA AT ~doncaster
KEELER:MOTORCYCLES : $ BMW

WEMBLEY 129 EALING ROAD. Tel. 01.902 3757 2 PRINCEGATE %
GREENFORD 300 RUISEIP RD EAST Tel 01578 3218 DONCASTER.
HILLINGDON UXBRIDGE ROAD Te! Uxbridge 30022 Tel.4594

S

For EUROPE'S largest HONDA display
plus EUROPE'S finest HONDA discounts
plus HONDA'S fabulous 5 star service

Save ££Fs on brand new Hondas with full maker’s guarantee and 100% after sales service by
Honda trained mechanics using the unique Honda 5-star service equipment. Immediate
delivery most models, most colours. Send £10 to reserve or ride away same day.

S A HONDA - GOLD

A9 SAVE£50 | WING £1325
mmeclate e eyl SAVE £275

Immediate delivery

. %0 THONDA 360cc CB360.....................
HONDA 125cc CB125J, disc.. 00 { HONDA CBAOO ...
HONDA TL125 :
HONDA 550
HONDA 125¢c XL125.. : :
HONDA 175¢6 CD175A8 " “£369.00 | HONDA CBS00T
HONDA CB200 ... " f£a39.00 |HONDA CB750 F1..
HONDA CJ360T £575.00 | HONDA CB750KG........
HONDA 250cc XK250K3..... s £539.00 - HONDA 1000 Gold Wing
10% DISCOUNT OFF CLOTHING HELMETS ETC, ETC. TO BIKE BUYERS
Nearest Station Putne Bri ge. No 14 bus passes door. Don’t delay, call today.

BEFORE YOU BUY A BIKE,
MEET SHAUN, GRAHAM OR COLIN.-
They can offer you a package, you'll find hard to beat, like:-
Specials List  Cleares
Honda SS50....... £259 £235
Suzuki GT 125. £435 £385
YamahaRS 125*.................. = £305 £280
YamahaRD IS i o it e e o £380 £300
* limited number available

NOW TAKE A LOOK AT THIS SMALL SELECTION FROM OUR USED BIKE STOCK:-

~ 73 TSI, S YAMAHA
73 V90

OTHERS
72 Puch Maxi
74 Jawa 250
74 Garrelli Moped
74 Puch VZ50
75 Puch Maxi S
74 CZ175.
76 GileraTourer.
75 GT750 75 Fantic Caballero
75 Malagutti
BRITISH 75 Jawa 350
73 Triumph Trophy 500 76 Puch Grand Prix
75 Triumph Bonneville S 250.
51 Sunbeam S8

1 =
76 Norton Interstate 74 R15/6
75 RS0/S

Honda 5-Star service at Tunbridge Wells.

'SALES: 'STORES
01-736-6174 01-731 4281 ext. 38
*01-736-6020 -SERVICE

CoTTETazet] OF FULHAM UEaRE

895-899 FULHAM ROAD. LONDON SW6 ' .
.~ OPEN MONDAY - SATURDAY 9-00am - 6-00pm. Cleares the complete motorcycle centres.
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Final round

of

SPANIARD
Victor Palomo

~was crowned

Formula 750
champion at
Hockenheim on
Saturday.

In the final West
German round he
was overall winner
with second and
fourth places on his
Yamaha in the two
leg event, enough to
put him two points
clear of runner-up
American Gary
Nixon.

Two points clear that is,
if the controversial
Venezuelan round result
is allowed to stand. Nixon
is confident that it won’t.

- “I won that race not Steve

Baker,” he declared. “I
have protested to the FIM
and next month I am

- confident they will declare

me the winner and I shall
be the champion by one
point from Palomo.”

The man crowned winner is
just as certain he will remain the

the F750 road race championshi

R

T'S PALOMO

champion—*1f the-FiM aiter-the
Venezuelan result I think it will
be to remove it from the
championship and that will make
my winning margin even
greater,” he said.

Nixon, winner of Saturday's
second leg, had his chances of
getting maximum points ruined
in the first when his pit team
failed to secure the filler cap of
his Kawasaki when he made a
refuelling stop.

“The bike wasn’t going quick
enough to win but I lost a lot of
valuable time when petrol
sprayed over the screen after [
had gassed up,” said Nixon who
was in fourth place when he
went to his pit on the 18th lap.

His trouble dropped him to
seventh place.

_The first leg was the most
entertaining of the two 24 lap
races.

Mick Grant on the works
Kawasaki headed off the line
chased by John Dodds on his
Yamaha-4 but at the end of the
first lap of the 4.2 mile circuit the

but Nixon
says ‘I'm
the champ”

After a lap back in the action he
was 28 seconds behind Coulon,
and despite. a semi trailing left
hand exhaust pipe that hindered
cornering, he wiped off 1!

Newbold doing excellent things
through the arena in-field
section to make up for the
slower speed of his Suzuki. “The
only way I could keep up with
seconds on the following lap. the others on the fast straights
Team mate Ditchburn pulled was to tuck in and get a tow from
into the pits in eighth place for a one of the Yamahas,” he said.

Second leg winner Gary Nixon (Kawasaki, 9), who is convinced he is the Formula
750 champion, about to pass Swede Johnny Bengtsson (Yamaha, 33).

‘*‘green meanie’’ rider was
pulling away.

Nixon was up to second with
Dodds, Christian Estrosi, Barry
Ditchburn, John Newbold,
Victor Palomo and Michel
Rougerie, back in action a
month before he anticipated, in
line astern.

On the next lap, with Grant
increasing his lead, Dodds lost
ground when his four became a
three and Rougerie was at the
tail end of the field with a
Yamaha that lost its fuel supply
to a carburettor. Both riders
pulled into the pits but a plug
change failed to sort out Dodds’
problem. Rougerie rejoined the
race but was still in trouble with
the ankle he broke in a car crash
in July, and retired before three
quarter race distance.

For three laps Newbold kept

his Suzuki in second place and
then after Estrosi had inched
into the spot for a couple of laps
it was the turn of high speed
Phillipe Coulon to take over.

With a record breaking tenth
lap the Swiss rider shook off his
challengers that now included
Christian Sarron, the young
French rider who took over a
Gauloises Sonauto Yamaha
from the injured Patrick Pons.

Estrosi went out at the pits
after nine laps when his Yamaha
struck trouble and at the same
time Alex George became the
first of the day to refuel.

It was the refuelling stops that
were destined to put a real
punch into the second half of the
race.

When -Grant made his
scheduled stop at the end of the

_twelfth lap his lead over Coulon

looked good enough to get him
back in the race without losing
the position. But there was more
than just fuel to attend to. From
early in the race the
Yorkshireman had been
troubled by oil on his screen and
he thought there was a chance
that it was brake fluid from the
master cylinder.

A makeshift repair of
wrapping rag round the cylinder
was made while the screen was
cleaned. “But after a lap or two
the trouble was back again,”
said Grant. ““The oil must have
been coming from the fuel cap.
Anyway I did get in a couple of
laps when I could see where I
was going. It was like a new
circuit for me.”

The stop took 37.7 seconds
and Grant was down in ninth
place when he rejoined the race.

rapx'd refuel and ing the
-lap Coulon, Nixon and Bruno lead in the arena in front of a

Kneubuhler, who had harried the people.”

his way through to sixth place, He passed Coulon and Grant
were al.l taking on fuel. on the inside of the centre right
Ditchburn’s early promise took a hander on the penultimate lap
knock when he went straight on but as the leaders rushed into
at the chicane. — view for the last time it was

A far from efficient front Coulon in front. Then on the last
brake was the cause of the  corner Newbold' took the Swiss
excursion. “We fitted new pads rider on the outside and just

before the race and they were managed to squeeze enough out
not bedded in,” said Ditchburn o his triple to take victory by a

who slowed his pace fifth of a second.

accordingly. Coul - =
Coulon’s stop let Newbold outol “fou- W shavine_hi
and Palomo in to contest the own,_problems. with UEWER
and a chain that kept jumping

lead but it only lasted for one lap 3 :
before Palomo made his stop. It }:;s sprocket during the closing

was a quick affair with only - i
Grant came in third only a

Sarron going ahead to hold

second place until he pitted at fifth of a second behind Coulon

the end of the 18th lap. Newbold and it was the same margin that

was called in at the same time Palomo was behind him. Nixon
pulled out a little extra steam on

but he was out again within four € extr
seconds to join Grant, who was the last lap to bring himself up to
seventh place three fifths of a

in front after all the pit activity,
Coulon and Palomo for a fight to second ahead of Sarron.
The second leg started in total

the finish. :
And what a battle it was with confusion.. Grant wrongly

* A% % % %

*

pound, and twin-bedded rooms at hotels.
Transfers to the track on race day included in the

price.

Tours 1 and 2 depart from Gatwick &

Manchester.

DC10 to Miami, 5 days to the Everg-
lades and Florida Keys and 8 days in
a luxury Daytona hotel.
Thursday 3rd March.............. £

Scheduled National Airlines DC10 to
Miami, then fly on to Daytona for 14
days at an economy hotel. Depart
Wednesday 2nd March =

GUEI'S choice for

DAYTONA'7

flight to New York and ten days in 2
Daytona economy hotel.
Saturday 5th March

Depart
................ £245

Depart
5

£280

NAME

Same as tour 1 but with ten days ata
beachside
Saturday 5th March................

pdSchedule DC10 flight to Miami, then
fly on to Daytona for 13 days at a
beachside
Wednesday 2nd March .......... £335

Same as tour 4 but only 8 days in
Daytona — ideal for those in the
trade with limited time to spare.

Depart Tuesday 8th March.....

All prices based on a REALISTIC $1.77 to the lP;‘eqse s}endD rct% rgeggi;s of Chequer's six [
choices Tor Da . l

luxury hotel.

luxury hotel. Depart

Tours 3, 4,5 & 6 depart from London, Heathrow.

Connections from provincial airports with Tours

3,4,5and 6.

Hire car arranged in advance or see some more of
Florida on our trips to Disneyworld, Cape

Kennedy and other places.

for a copy of our colour

Just return the slip or rg:? Dover (0304) 204515
brochure.

'MCN/D4

l ADDRESS
!

3, Py
. *, g
S, S

- Chequers Travel Jug |

v 42 CASTLE STREET, DOVER, KENT.
L N EED O W T Oh e Ees DEE B

Tel.No:(0304) 204515 ,

@@@7@ @@@@é

- MASSIVE STOCKS

SAVE!

OUR PRICE
HONDA SS50
HONDA CJ125..
HONDA CB125J,
HONDA XL1%5.........
HONDA CD175AS..... £369
HONDA CB200........... £435
 GUARANTEED USED

BIKES IN STOCK

MAIL ORDERS TAKEN ON
CONFIRMATION OF £25
DEPOSIT
HP terms. 15%deposit, up
to 3 years to pay

LOW
DEPOSITS

310/328 UXBRIDGE RD.. ACTON, W.3. Telephone: 01-992 5031/2/3

100% HONDA STOCKISTS :

SAVE! SAVE!

¥¥_*¥f¥;¥¥¥* onAcJEOOURPFELgS
SUPER :0=DA CB350........ £589

N THE ROAD!!

0,
INCLUDING No PLATES AND A
YEAR’S ROAD TAX

- LOW H.P,
RATES

* x

* x

: L R 22

‘ .

* SA V ER : HONDACB550..... .. £819

* HONDA , HONDACB750F1......

. GOLDWING * Dooussbeey o

% SA VE : prices and availfagility oL stocks

at time of deman:

= *  IARGE RANGE OF

2 £275 = CLOTHING AND

Y LIST PRICE £1600 *  ACCESSORIES
. £1 OPEN MON TO SAT

* E

< PRICE i 350 : 9 am to 6.30 o

* X

* x

* *x

* k kK ok k k Kk k k * *x
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A quarter to nine in the morning and the first leg gets -
underway. Barry Ditchburn (Kawasaki, 8} appears to be
waiting to give others a chance. In a hurry are Victor
Palomo (Yamaha, 27), Mick Grant (Kawasaki, 3), John ™
Dodds (Yamaha, 24), Christian Estrosi (Yamaha, 17) Bruno .
Kneubuhler (Yamaha, 19) and Gilles Husson (Yamaha, 25).

J ¥ 8

thinking the ragged effort was a
false start coasted into the pit to
try and sort out a rear wheel, he
discovered during the warm up
lap to be badly out of balance.
When he found that the race was
on he was far from happy.

Dutchman Jack Middleburg,
eleventh in the first leg, was
involved in a start line collision
with Franz Rau and both their
Yamahas burst into flames.
Neither rider was injured.
~ With Rougerie also riding
straight into the pits it was Nixon
who headed the field at the end
of the first lap as the last puffs of
smoke from the burnt machines
drifted across the track.

By the end of the next lap
Coulon had gone from fourth to
first and Newbold was a fraction
ahead of Nixon. Coulon it
seemed had made up his mind to
build up a good lead in case of
any refuelling problems. But his
efforts to make up about a
second a lap on his pursuers
were all for nothing. On the
ninth lap, when he was well over
six seconds ahead of Newbold
and Nixon, the Regina chain on
his Yamaha broke.

Sarron in fifth place went out

a lap later with machine trouble
as Ditchburn decided to take the
long walk back to the paddock
after his Kawasaki stopped at
the far end of the circuit after
five laps while he was in fourth
place. “It just coughed and
died,” he said. “I thought the
walk would do me good.”
Nixon and Newbold made the
race for the lead interesting until
the fourteenth lap when Nixon
took his fuel break. It only took
nine seconds and Palomo was
the only person to take
advantage of the stop. Anyway
1e was in for a five and a
1alf second stop on the next
ap himself and the positions

3rown
Pictures Peter Kern

were back as they were
before the stops. Newbold
made his stop after 17 laps and
with a slick 5.6 second tank-up
was back in the race without
losing first place. Then on the
next lap he saw his efforts
wasted when a German 350
Yamabha rider fell off in front of -
him. “I just could not miss o
hitting him,” said Newbold. *I :
struck his shoulder.”

Newbold was brought off and
a carburettor was knocked off
his Suzuki. He remounted and e
struggled on with the throttle -
sticking open. ““To make matters =
worse the cut out would not
work so I was unable to use it to
make gear changing easier,” he
said, after finishing in eighth - .
place. Palomo did give chase : ; - 25 n
after Nixon at one stage but it
then suited him to settle for
second place.

Dodds from a slowish start,

John Dodds (Yamaha 24) on his way through the field after passing Sjostrom (Yamaha, 37). Also about to pass the
Swedish rider is Alex George (Yamaha).

made ground consistently

throughout the race, and arrived

in fifth place with three laps to
go. He then found a challenge
from George and John Williams
who was out to improve on his
first leg twelfth place with a
Suzuki suffering brake
problems. George succeeded in
the fight back to fifth place 11
seconds behind fourth man
Choukroun, but Dodds beat
Williams by two seconds.

Norton
Triumph

Kawasaki

Z900...............£1436.52
Z2150..................£985.52

KH500...............£833.89
2400 ..................£673.90

KH400................£683.90
KH250...............£575.90

KE125................£389.74
KH100..............£319.74
KM90................£309.74

A good effort came from third
finisher Kneubuhler who spent
the time between races fitting a
new front brake. “The disc was
distorted and the brake was not
functioning properly in the first
leg,” he said.

NORTON 850 Electric
Start
Normal price £1120
OUR PRICE £969

TRIUMPH BONNEVILLE

He was also up to 2 am with
his mechanics working on an
engine that was damaged in a
practice breakdown when a
broken reed valve scored the
barrel.

Normal price £919

The above prices are “On the Road” prices
LOW FINANCE AVAILABLE

OUR PRICE £849

P. W. MOTORCYCLES,

326-328 HOLDENHURST ROAD, BOURNEMOUTH.

FULL ‘76 MODEL'’ line-up
(including KT & KX Models)

* SPARES % CLOTHING * DEMONSTRATORS %

ano “Mick Grant” Accessories =

OPEN 6 FULL DAYS 9 a.m. — 7 p.m.
TELEPHONE BOURNEMOUTH 501198 THE “SGUTH COAST”

B & Kawasaki Centre

1975 KAWASAKI KX250,
Moto Cross, very fast,
latest suspension
mads. ................... £525,00

KX125 1975, excellent
condition..............£395.90

LOW INSURANCE RATES
Example: Fully Comprehensive for 17-year-
old from £52

TRIUMPH TIGER
Normal price £919
OUR PRICE £848

Triumph Easy Rider Mopeds
= from stock
Distributor for KONI

absorbers

THE ROUNDABOUT, STOPSLEY, LUTON. Tel. 27416 or 411266

ON THE A505 LUTON-HITCHIN ROAD

shock




