onda's little and large-
which one for you?

Suzuki’s big shaft-
no sleeping beauty
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MY FIRST — and lasting — impression of
Kawasaki’'s 250B was that it is a basic yet
very sensible sort of machine.

The kind that everyone has always said
was needed. All the usual amenities are
there but there are no frills or unnecessary
gimmicks.

If the lack of flashy trim leaves the
marketing people with nothing to get their
pointed little teeth into, the B still has one
very strong selling point. Along with price
reductions for the other 250s and the Z200,
the B will retail at £829. That should make it
competitive with other makes even from
discount shops.

The thinking behind the new model is
more difficult to understand. Kawasaki
already have four other 250s. It seems that
the B is something of an economy model,
more of a commuter device than the
sportier Scorpion. It is based on the
Scorpion, with an identical engine, and the
economy image is borne out by the
cheaper fittings and the simple paint job.

They have gone to some lengths to make
the B as light as possible — bearing in
mind that the Scorpion could hardly be
described as heavy. The most obvious
differences are the 2-1 exhaust and the
spoked wheels, complete with drum

By John Robinson

brakes. We don’t know how much
difference these items make in terms of
weight but we are assured that they are
significantly cheaper than the parts used
on the Scorpion.

The engine, which took a few moments
of throttle and choke juggling to warm up,
felt flat and overloaded at low revs. There
was also some chunky vibration. This
smoothed out as the motor picked up and
atthe same time it started to pull more
strongly. Above 6000rpm the performance
was quite healthy, and the engine would
spin on very freely. At the test strip it pulled
92 to 93mph which isn’t bad for any 250.

Although the bike — and the steering —
is light, it has a firm feel; the steering isn‘t
twitchy and the suspension isn’t sloppy.
The result is that the handling is precise
and positive but the ride could get a bit
harsh on bumpy roads. The seat is also
firm — and ““firm"’ started to become
“hard" after a couple of hours’ riding. This
was the only limiting factor on the bike’s
capability as a tourer.

For a small engine it was surprisingly
good on long journeys although the
optimistic speedo made a happy 60mph
cruise look more like 70mph. The only
change from the Scorpion engine is the 2-1

exhaust and the B gives virtually identical
power. With a prone rider wearing leathers,
it will pull peak revs in top gear, but on the
road this is just a bit too much for the 250.

The bike finds it a struggle to hold much
more than 60mph in the face of hills and
headwinds, unless the rider is prepared to
buzz the motor through fourth and fifth
gears. It will hold quite high speeds and the
intermediate gears have the right spacing
to keep the moter on peak power. But if the
rider wants to leave it in top gear, the
speed soon fades away.

Six gears are often too many and get a
bit tiresome but the B is flexible enough
not to need a lot of gearshifting. If you
want to ride it gently it will pull top gear
happily. Or if you want to buzz it up and
down through the gears, they are there,
waiting at the end of a light, slick selector.

Going back to the handling, we have a
long-standing argument about whether
cast wheels make any difference. | believe
that they are more rigid and that this is
noticeable on heavy and powerful bikes —
although | wouldn’t have gone so far as to
say they’d make a difference on a
lightweight.

But, compared to the inflexible feel of the
Scorpion, the 250B is certainly different;
accelerating away from corners there was
a slight squirming, as if the tyres were a bit
soft. We checked the tyre pressures (and
the spoke tension) but there was nothing
wrong. The only difference between the B
and the Scorpion is its wheels . . .

| wasn’t so keen on the drum brakes and
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Simple
yet so sensible

another rider agreed that they lacked the
progressive feel of discs. At high speeds
they seemed to lack power and then they
would bite hard as the bike slowed below
30mph. This tendency to come on hard
didn't give the rider much confidence,
especially on wet roads. It's been quite a
while since we’ve had a bike with twin
leading shoe brakes and it could be that we
needed more time to get used to the
different characteristics.

Fuel consumption seemed to be slightly
better than the Scorpion. Using the bike
“normally’ — which included a fair
amount of high revs and what we could
describe as free use of the gearbox — it
gave 54mpg.

During running-in the B gave us 86mpg
— a just reward for gentle use, perhaps,
but we have to admit that, below, 5000rpm,
the Kawasaki was no fun at all. At worst the
fuel consumption dropped to something
approaching 40mpg.

The three gallon tank, leaving roughly
half a gallon in reserve, was usually good
for about 130 miles.

The rest of the machine is completely
conventional and devoid of all gimmickry.
It has Japanese standard controls, an
average riding position and a seat which is
big enough for a passenger. As part of the
weight/cost saving programme the first

Below: basic biking, but the 250
is still fun and can handle long
journeys.

Above: twin CV carbs give
decent top end power and can
be economical.

2-1 exhaust is part of weight/cost saving
— power is same as Scorpion.

bikes came out without centre stands. This
was taking things a bit too far and, not to
put too fine a point on it, was a damned
nuisance especially when any servicing
work had to be done. Fortunately Kawasaki
have seen the error of their ways and will
re-fit the centre stand, making an up-date
kit available for the early bikes which
slipped through the net.
So there it is. A simple and thoroughly
sensible machine. The pundits said all
along that this was what people wanted
and all that remains to be seen is whether
people actually want it enough to pay
money for. ‘
|

Tester’s verdict (marks ot of 10) |>

PEIEOTMANCE .. csuevinssaeisssivsonsesnosos
economy...
handling.
comfort.....
appearance..
equipment
braking...........
value for money .......cccccevecevrccnenns
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EP THEM HANDY MAN!

Yourweekend ‘spick ‘'n span kit'.
JIZER cleans wet paint brushes, clears
tar spots from your car, shifts
greasy dirt from your engine and
4 garage floor. Brush on, rinse off
st with water. Dry off your engine with a
squirt of CONTECT water displacer.
Use it to bring dead electrics
back to life, to penetrate, lubricate and
free corroded parts. Then wash

your hands scrupulously clean with the
help of a litlle blob of SWARFEGA.

JIZER/CONTECT/SWARFEGA
Clean up dirty weekends

the Swarfega people
Available from Good Garages,
Motor & Motorcycle Accessory Shops,
Chemists, Hardware and DIY Stores

MOTOR CYCLE MECHANICS




