f. Road Tes
KAWASAKI KH250 &

e

HONDA 125 ENGINE REBUILD

TAIT TESTS THE
500-4 SUZUKI




 &&

VOL.18 NO.9

Puch engine rebuild. Page 74. Kawasaki 250 test. Page 70.

4000-M I LE B LOOP Long term commuter test on a B120 Suzuki

Euro-Touring. Page 82.

17

TA'T TE ST Percy reckons the Suzuki 500 GP replica is “an armchair racer.”

22

SI M PLE SE RV'CE How to service the full range of Honda 125s

24

DUTC H FOC U S New bikes at the Amsterdam Show

31

RIDE TO SU RV'VE Million-mile Dave Minton versus the rest of the world — safely.

32

S|XTE E N E R SP EC'AL Non-smoking Gitane; Burnley’s Bantam boy; Riding test failures

38

C 1 5 REBU I LT Low budget bike rebuild

45

TESTE R s’ CH 0|CE How four professionals rate current motorcycles

50

Fl ELDHOU SE 1 25 John Hartley investigates enough bhp for a lightweight championship

53

DAYTONA DIARY Colour pictures and a rider’s report from Alex George

58

SUZUKI 250 TEST

64

BMW R60/6 TEST : ;

67

KAWASAKI 250 TEST

70

ENG' N E REBU | LD How to rebuild the Puch 50 engine

74

EU RO-TOU RI NG Part two: ping, camping equip t and touring in the UK

82

TYRE D AN D TR U E How to change a tyre and balance a whee!

90

LETTERS 9 TECH TERMS

41

TRICKS OF THE TRADE 55 SERVICE SCENE

95 |

EMAP National Publications Ltd., Editorial and Advertising office, Aqua House, London Road, Peterborough PE2 8AQ.
Telephone: 0733 63100
Editor: Colin Mayo
veputy edftor: John Robinson Features editor: Bob Goddard Designer: Katherine Leloup Photographer: Rod Sloane
Advertisement manager: Peter Crew
Northern Advertising office: 44 Station Road, Cheadle Hulme, Cheshire. Telephone: 061-486 0246
*  Circulation: Park H Park Road, Peterborough PE1 2TS. Telephone: 0733 63100
Promotions: 21 Church Walk, Peterborough PE1 2TS. Telephone: 0733 63100
Annual Subscription rate: £5.20 (or the equivalent in local currency in the case of overseas subscriptions)
Remittances should be made payable to Motor Cycle Mechanics and should be sent to MCM Subscription
Department, Park House, 117 Park Road, Peterborough PE1 2TS
© 1976 EMAP National Publications Ltd
While every care is taken in compiling the contents of the magazine, the proprietors assume no responsibility for any
effects arising therefrom.

ABC certified sale July-December 1975; 102,452




When we tested the 250 Kawasaki
triple in August last year, the only
major complaint was that the front
drum brake was insufficient for stopping the
rapid progress of this impressive lightweight.
Now the mini-meanie has been fitted with a
single disc front stopper and braking is
improved, although the brake has an un-
usual tendency to lift the bike upright when
applied hard in a bend. This is aphenomenon
we have noticed on other disc-braked
machines — perhaps something to do with
gyroscopic effect — but it is not dangerous
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and would probably pass unnoticed by most
riders.

The brakes are now well up to- keeping
pace with the KH’s speed — especially as
this latest model is down on the perfor-
mance of its predecessors, a legacy of the
new exhaust system internals which cut
down the motor’s noise and pollution emis-
sions. The exhaust is very quiet. One prod on
the over-long kick starter crank has the
motor whirring smoothly like a turbine, and
that is just as well, because the kick starter
is so long you have to hoist your knee
almost to shoulder height to get your foot
on it at the start of the stroke,

INAUDIBLE
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The handlebar-mounted and spring
loaded choke lever. cannot be left on inad-
vertently, and saves fumbling about under
the petrol tank for an air lever. Stopping for
traffic lights | frequently had to check the rev
counter to tell if the motor was still running
— the purr of the engine being inaudible
with a full face helmet on in traffic, and the
triple’s inherent smoothness gave no tell-
tale tingle.

Three cylinders also pay dividends in
terms of torque. For such a high perfor-
mance two stroke, it will pull from a surpris-
ingly low 3,000 rpm in top right up to the
8,500 red line and way beyond. It is here in
the high rev range that the Kawasaki loses
its impression of smoothness. A little tingle
from 6,000 rpm builds into a mirror blurring
buzz at 9,000 rpm, bad enough to be annoy-
ing, but it does not detract from the sheer
fun of riding the bike on country roads.

Peeling off England’s thundering main
artery, the M1, and onto the sweeping coun-
try roads of Bedfordshire, the Kwacker
came into its own. Here the subdued wail
from the three pipes, the slick five gears and
surefire handling helped me forget it was
only a 250, and not a particularly quick one
at that. Its two stroke rivals from Japan are
all quicker and faster — the Suzuki twin we
tested at the same time had much crisper
throttle response and was over one second
quicker on the standing quarter — but the
Kawasaki has more of a big bike feel. It
retains the nimbleness of a lightweight, but
heavier steering holds it on line over the
bumpiest bends, and the rider is not left
fighting the steering over a series of ripples,
as was the case with the Suzuki.

The whole front fork assembly is new on
the KH, with alloy legs in place of the earlier
steel ones, the frame is modified with
strengthening gussets, and the rear suspen-
sion units have improved springs and damp-
ing. The result is a firm ride devoid of the
tail-wagging tendencies of some of the
Kawasaki's earlier brothers. People usually
associate Kawasakis with fearsome acceler-
ation needing lightning quick reactions to
control, but this one feeds in its power in
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cuch a progressive fashion that there is no
real start to the power band, and the throttle
can be rapped open in first gear without
! fear of a wheelie. The gears are ideally
P spaced and engage so quietly and quickly
that | didn’t miss a cog on the whole test.

CONFIDENCE
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With the confidence the new disc brake
set-up inspired, the Kawasaki was a delight
to hurl into fast bends. Drop it down a gear,
feather the brakes as you peel off, heel it
over to the footrest, feed the throttle back
on at the apex and back into top as the bike
drifts out to the edge of the road — then
tuck yourself away behind the two big
clocks until the next bend.

| was enjoying this boy racer fun so much
| found myself extending my journey by
diverting onto minor roads every time the
signs said | was nearing home. When | did
eventually roll into the drive, and switched
off, | began to feel the pain in my numb
fingers, and realised | hadn’t noticed the
cold at all during the ride. The lean-forward
riding position and well-padded dual seat
were near ideal.

As the February gloom descended, one
flick of the right thumb brought the lights
on. The switch on the right bar — the same
side as the senseless engine kill switch — is
superior to the Suzuki design where both
lights on’off switch and dipper button are
next to each other on the left bar, where
they can easily be both switched off at the
same time. The Kawasaki's lights were
really good with dip beam a sharp cut off
that prevented dazzle yet lit up enough of
the verge to stop you running into it. Main
beam illuminated enough of the road ahead
for 70 mph cruising on unlit roads.

The mirrors give a perfect view of your
elbows should you want to check they are
still there while r|d|r\g'

CONSUMPTION
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I'was surprised to find the Kawasaki ave-
raged in the mid forties miles per gallon
after a test which consisted of harsh stand-
ing start quarter mile runs, flat out top speed
blasts at the track and several hundred miles
of full bore road riding. Oil consumption
worked out to around 120 mpp which isn’t
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winter weather, the Kawasaki was soon
looking a bit grimy, and | found that the clut-
ter of three exhaust pipes and silencers made
cleaning more difficult.

The KH 250 came through the test very
well overall, and can be summed up as a
smooth, comfortable, pleasant little bike that
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seems to lack something. The earlier SIC
250 the KH replaces was a sportster that
needed a disc brake. Now it's got the disc
brake the new silencers have taken the edge
off its rorty performance and for me, a lot of
the appeal of this unique three-cylinder
lightweight has gone — | hope not for ever.

PERFORMANCE
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TEST CONDITIONS:

dry, ambient temperature 51 deg F, wind 25-30
mph.

PERFORMANCE:

maximum speed........................... 86 mph
braking from 30 mph .................. 32 feet
fuel consumption:

hard rdING Sk e e s e B Nate s 39 mpg
AVerage OVer 1St ... .l .. xh owins sicssnsn 45 mpg

MINIMUM SPEEDS IN GEARS:

mph
standing start quarter mile: 17.2 sec at 75 mph

ENGINE:

249cc; piston ported; two stroke in-line three;
bore x stroke 45 x 52.3mm; compression ratio
7.5:1; claimed output 28 bhp at 7,500 rpm; lub-
rication. Superlube oil injection; carburettors
three Mikuni VM22SC; triple contact breaker
and coil ignition; charging/lighting 12v ac/dc
aiternator 5.5 ah battery.
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TRANSMISSION:

multi-plate clutch, coil springs; primary drive,
gear, 2.22 reduction; final drive, chain, 3.43
reduction; gearbox sprockets 14T (13 and 15
available); gear ratios 2.86, 1.79, 1.35, 1.12,
0.96.

CHASSIS:

front tyre 3.25 x 18 Yokohama; rear tyre 3.50 x
18 Yokohama; front suspension telescopic fork,
rear suspension swinging arm with three-way
dampers; front brake 8.9 in disc; rear brake 7 in
drum; wheelbase 54 in; castor 62 degrees; trail
4.3 in; overall length 82.1 in; overall width 29.9
in; seat height 31.5 in; ground clearance 6 in;
dry weight 348 Ib tank capacity 3.2 gallons;
oil tank capacity 2.6 pints.

WARRANTY:

6 months or 6,000 miles, parts and labour.

PARTS PRICES inc VAT. f

front mudguard ... 7.96
handlebar........... 3.28
speedo cable 1.41
exhaust system ..............ocoooiniiinns 63.00

pistons/rings
cb points
list price
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verlv lg(')od, hl,;f when you consider the oil has l 5 Hl 15 20 25 30 35 40 SECONDS RPM X 100 ===
to lubricate three pistons and three big ends 5
it has a fair amount of work to do. HOW IT COMPARES:
The seat lock doubles for a helmet fas- ice i i
: ) P nc Max SS ! Dry weight Average
tener, and releases the seat which hinges up Model n\(/::';' Speed milé yIb. ¥ mpg!.;
to reveal oil tank filler (capacity 2.6 pints), 5 =
battery and toolkit in the hump at the rear of Kawasaki SIC £ gg :;% ggg gg
the seat. The tools were about average, and g;";gbzgp%c: 532294 74 e 310 59
up to tackling most servicing jobs. Yamaha RD250 £535 100 15.9 318 40
The overall finish was good, but despite Suzuki GT250A £529 92 15.9 322 a4
criticism over the years, the standard of
% welding has not improved. [n the dirty | '
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