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ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIRING
Yamaha's dressed-up XJ650 swings into motorway action
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LOOK WHAT'S NEW
Keep up to date with the latest goodies

A TOUCH OF BRASS
A KZ1000 gets some flashes of inspiration
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Tales from within the two-wheeler trade
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Two pages of your opinions
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IT WILL be interesting to see whether
Kawasaki change their long-running 125 to
suit the power limit in the new learner laws.

This sets a maximum of about 12
horse-power and, up until now, Kawasaki
Japan have been claiming a full 14.5bhp for
the KH.

The disc-valved, two stroke single does
have a healthy spread of power, but when
we ran one on the dyno (back in 1979, but the
engine hasn’t changed) it only gave 11bhp.
On that basis the 125 would be well inside
the new limit, with a good margin for error.

As it happens, the LEDAR dyno test is very
close to the ISO standard which the
government has used for the new law. So
presumably Kawasaki wen't have to change
their engine, just their method of testing!

As the machine stands at the moment it
has a useful turn of speed for a lightweight,
but if Kawasaki decide to lop a couple of
horsepower off the top it would cripple the
open-road performance.

Compared to other 125s the Kawasaki is
already at a disadvantage at the top end;
maximum speed, at just over 70mph, isn't
bad but it is achieved by under-gearing the
little motor, causing it to rev into the red
whenever the bike gets beyond 66mph.

It means that the engine is screaming
uncomfortably to hold a decent speed on the
open road and, with the help of a tailwind, it
is all too easy to over-rev the little
two-stroke. This leads to overheating, which
shows up either as power fade or a lot of
noise from the top end of the engine.

If the rider doesn't ease off fairly promptly,
there is a good chance that the piston will
seize. Our test bike had a mild piston seizure
shortly after making some rattling noises
while cruising flat out on a motorway. |
should have backed off as soon as | heard it
but as | had nearly overtaken a truck and
there was another right behind, | decided to
hold the power on until | was clear of the

The neat, disc-valve engine has
good low-speed torque and
drives through a six-speed
gearbox. -

Rear brake is a drum which, at
least, is easy to keep clean. Rear
Springs have five pre-load

settings.

-

Ease of control is the KH’s strong point, as our 1

1-year-old tester demonstrates. Routine

maintenance is also kept to the minimum on this simple, single cylinder machine.
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Ease of maintenance is a strong
point on small two-strokes and
the KH is no exception. Tools are
in seat tail box.

leading truck.

The bike got past and then | felt the power
disappearing rapidly — luckily | was able to
get on the clutch before the engine seized up
and locked the wheel. But, as it coasted
quietly to a standstill on the hard shoulder,
the piston was locked solidly in the bore and
didn‘t free off until the engine had cooled

right down. Then it started and ran perfectly .

well, although it looked as if a ring had been
damaged or was sticking, because there was
oil smoke in the exhaust.

All small two-strokes tend to run close to
this over-heating limit, mainly because they
tend to be driven flat-out to compensate for
their lack of power. The KH is taken a few
steps closer to the edge by its low gearing.

Ironically, it has better low-speed and
mid-range torque than most other 125s,
including the rapid Yamaha and Honda
twins. This flexibility is emphasised by the
use of six gears. It makes the bike
particularly easy to use at town speeds, and
adds to its agility in traffic. ¥

It also means that Kawasaki could afford to
raise the gearing without sacrificing any of
the mid-range performance. This would
protect the engine from over-revving so
easily and would possibly have the bonus of
improving fuel consumption.

Economy is something that all
lightweights should be good at, but the KH
was very poor in this respect. It usually ran in
the mid-50s, rarely going over 60mpg in
conditions where you would expect 70mpg
or more. The tank range, up to reserve, was
usually little more than 100 miles.

The KH's best points were acceleration,
flexibility and handling. Combined together
they made it both easy to use and
manoeuvre, scooting effortlessly through all
kinds of traffic. This should make the bike
particularly attractive to a learner and itisn't
just an impression. When we ran a group
test of 125s we put them all through a series
of timed manoeuvres.

In the hands of experienced riders the KH
came second to the RD Yamaha, because
these riders could make use of the Yamaha's
better top'end. Even so the KH beat three
other 125s, including the more powerful GP
Suzuki.

But when we let some inexperienced
riders have a go and took an average of all
the times, the Kawasaki appeared as a clear
winner.

Comfort, riding position and general ease
of control all play a part in this and generally
the KH seemed to be more comfortable and

to steer more precisely than most other
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lightweights. The only complaints were that
the cable-operated disc brake could be heavy
to use and the six-volt lighting was not up to
the demands of dark country lanes.

Brakes on lightweight bikes never seem to
be so powerful or to have the feel that you
get from bigger bikes. The Kawasaki’s brakes
weren't bad, but they could only be
described as good in comparison to other
125s.

Overall it is a more pleasant bike to ride
than its paper performance would suggest.
The RD Yamaha has a better specification
and top-end performance but also costs

Suzuki GP125 — 72.2 mpg

Front disc is cable operated, with
a fairly heavy action although it
worked reasonably well.

more. | think the GP Suzuki probably has the
edge over the KH in most respects, although
from our experience Kawasaki offer a better
spare parts service.

For a new rider, or someone who travels
mainly in town, the KH ought to be high on
the shopping list. O

MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS



DO A DEALON A KAWASAKI
AND YOU'LLGET MUCH MORE
THAN YOU BARGAINED FOR.

Mad we might be but we’re actually givig money back to any rider
who buys one of our unregistered top selling sports bikes, four of which
are 1982 models on early release.

Just find the best deal you can and on top of any offer you get from
your dealer, you can expect to find a big, fat cheque from Kawasaki
on your door mat in about two weeks.

And all the usual benefits of buying Kawasaki’s unique power
and performancestill apply.

Special insurance rates on K Cover, an optional second year’s
warranty on K Plus and help with paying for the bike with
K Pay Plan’ The only help we don’t give is hdw to spend your big,
fat cheque. No doult you can see to that.

KAWASAKI | CASH BACK

Z1300 £300
Z1100 GP £200
Z1000) £200
Z750L £150
Further details and full conditions of this offer are available from all Kawasaki main dealers.
Main dealers in Yellow Pages. * Written quotations available on request. MOUNTING EXCITEMENT —
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