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LEN WEED

~motor (80 x 64
_® A nine-pound weight loss.
] ont end. Triple

t 15 inches)
header pipe to improve torque.
ier for ce. ‘
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“The overall design is good. Clea.
lines. Everything’s tucked in. There's no
unessential junk.... The pegs are really
forward and the bars are back. (The peg
position is the most forward of any of the
eight bikes tested by Dirt Rider this past
year.) The pegs and motor forward and
the bars back are good for muddy or hilly
trials. You can get more body weight
back for mud sections, and it's easier to
push and keep your weight over the rear
wheel at the same time.... The front end
feels heavy.... A heavy front end doesn't
feel as flicky in the easy sections, but it
won't come up too soon or too much
when you're climbing hills.... The bike
has a very British feel to it. They ride mud
climbs in third gear wide open and the
bikes keep going slower and slower and
you need front-end grip to keep them
from suddenly looping back when they
grab traction.... The bike wants to go
Straight. Sometimes you have to muscle
the bars.... The front end seems heavy,
but it’s not a heavy bike.... You can't hop
and pop it as easily when you want to....
It really grips good if you keep your
weight back more than you do on most
bikes. Maybe that’s why the bars were
moved back.

““The shocks seemed harsh.... The rear
suspension feels hard, but it works.... The

shocks don't collapse much when you sit
on the bike, but they seem to work... (see
Curt Comer’s tips for shock setup). The
rear brake went away as soon as it got
wet.... The rear brake pedal gets slippery.
It should be larger and grippier.... I'd rath-
er see the front brake cable routed in
front of the fork leg where the tire can’t
throw as much mud onto it

COMER COMES TO CAN-AM

Curt Comer Jr. picked up his bike early
in January of this year. Dirt Rider
checked with him after his first few rides
and got back to him again before he left
for Europe in mid-February.

Curt’s initial evaluation: “It's a very sta-
ble bike. The power comes on soft and
torquey—something like a Bultaco. It
pulls tall gears real well. It feels good to
AE:

Before heading overseas, Curt added,
“| like the stability combined with the
quickness of handling. I'm still impressed
with the torque. I'm riding some practice
sections a gear taller than in the past.

“| did quite a bit of experimenting with
the power. The bike comes with an extra-
thick head gasket—0.035 inches—to
make the power soft so anybody can ride
it. It's easy to cut thinner gaskets to tune
the power, and the engine has a sealing



ring so you can run with no gasket at all.
| experimented with different gasket sizes
and reducing flywheel weight (Saunders
trimmed half the width of the flywheel on
his bike). No gasket and the stock
flywheel seems to be the hot setup for an
expert rider. The motor is real respon-
sive, yet it has enough flywheel inertia so
it's still sewing machine smooth.

| discovered the combination of mov-
ing the pegs back and removing the gas-
ket made the front end as light and re-
sponsive as | want it.

“I'm getting real comfortable with the
bike. I'm riding all my regular sections the
same or better now after a month. The
torque and stability are the bike’s big
pluses.

“I'm really enthused with the bike and
Can-Am as a company."

Curt made several changes while set-
ting up his bike:

® Handlebar switch (due to personal
preference).

® Moto-X Fox shocks. (Curt’s tip for
shaping Marzocchi shocks: Speed up the
damping by using 95cc of 2.5-weight PJ1
oil. Use the softest preload setting; cut
the bottom bumper in half to increase
travel.)

® Peg relocation. Curt moved his pegs
back a half inch by cutting and rewelding
the peg teeth.

® Compression increase (by removing
the head gasket).

® Carburetor tuning:

1. Reduced the main jet to 130 to pick
up top-end revs.

2. Went to a richer 107 needle jet.

3. Went to a leaner 3.5 slide to cure a
slightly “fluffy’” idle. (An alternative used
by Steve Saunders is to file 0.020 inches
off the stock slide.)

4. Switched to a richer 25 pilot jet to
allow the air screw to turn out more.

SUMMARY

The Can-Am stacks up as a capable ma-
chine. The motor is strong and ideally
suited to those who still prefer “older
style,” less-slingshot-more-grunt type
power. The overall weight is competitive.
The rear suspension can be easily modi-
fied or set up to suit most tastes. Some
riders may prefer a lighter front-end feel,
a change that can be accommodated by
peg relocation. Some, especially taller
riders, may prefer switching to the 310-
model handlebar clamp still available
from Can-Am. The steering radius prob-
lem is not so easily corrected without a
factory trimming of the gas tank.

The 320T is best suited for riders who
prefer straighter “English’ sections, es-
pecially over wet, muddy terrain. The
bike has proven its ability to win in cham-
pionship competition and, therefore, at-
tracts championship riders. Can-Am'’s in-
terest in backing the bike in National
competition this year should yield addi-
tional development input from both sides
of the Atlantic, as well as attract new cus-
tomers. DR

PHOTOS: BRIAN WAINGROW

The 321.7cc motor has an 80 x 64mm bore
and stroke. The tank/seat section lifts off after

Michelin rubber is found on gold-colored Ak-

releasing two tie-wraps and a rubber band.

ront aluminum rims. The enclosed chain guard,
similar to Montesa'’s, is excellent.

s
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The shocks are Marzocchis (six inches rear
wheel travel). The seat is solid foam.

4

A Marzocchi fork offers six-and-one-half
inches of travel. The high-tensile steel fork
brace is quite sturdy.

Carburetion is handled by a 27mm Amal. Note
the sturdy footpegs and the well-protected
chain tensioner.

The throttle assembly is the popular Domino
brand made in ltaly.

Make/model ............
[P ier=) mom i sy et e e
BiStiiDUiomME

ENGINE
INperr ek AR i

Bisplacemenii =
Bore x stroke .....
Compression ratio
Carburetion..............
ORI, e orciteceiadont

DRIVE TRAIN
liraRsShiSSIOn.
RriaAe e Am it
Primary kickstart

Gear ratios (internal)

Eimaltdny e e

P.O. Box 6106
Duluth, MN 55806
218/628-2881

.................... Air-cooled,

two-stroke single

..................... Six-speed
............. 858841

AAAAAAAAAAAAA 3.08:1 (12/37)

CHASSIS
RN R s S A Reynolds 531
square-section tubing, single
cradle with integral skid plate
Front suspension....Marzocchi fork (35mm),
6.5 in. travel (measured)
Rear suspension............. Marzocchi shocks,
6.0 in. travel (measured)
Brakes ....Internal expansion drum (125mm)

WiheelS sl et Snad vty Akront aluminum
s e ey Front—Michelin 2.75-21
Rear—Michelin 4.00-18
MESASUREMENTS
Weldh(WetSnesflle I ussese e 204 Ibs.
WVeignReiSinoUiepaat St o i 47/53%
(Fr/rr, wet, no fuel)
VVNCElbasE it N i it s 52.0 in
Fuel capacity ...... telt25hael
Groundiclearances. e sl by 28

Seauhelghty e e e e, 28.8 in.
Swingarm length.
Footpeg height ...
Footpeg to front axle ...
Footpeq 1o/ fean aXIe. vo i werie - amsenns 15:5zin:
Front axle to center of crank........... 25.8 in.
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