Yamana XT 6001 ann XT 2501

A quick look at Yamaha’s new dual-purpose bikes

The Yamaha XT600 has seen many changes to keep it on line with the Honda XL60OR. The seat
now goes up onto the tank (below) for comfort, while a front disc brake (bottom) brings the 600K
down to a safe speed on street or dirt. The tires (below right) didn't impress us on the dirt.
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pparently, Yamaha saw a lot of Hon-

da XL600s on the street last year,

so this year they rebounded with a

refined and updated model of the popular

XT550—the XT600L. An extra 50cc is at

the forefront of the ‘‘changes and im-

provements” list, while the single-over-

head-cam engine still employs a gear-

driven counterbalancer and the Yamaha
Duo Intake System (YDIS).

To achieve the increased displace-
ment, the XT550’'s bore was enlarged
from 92 to 95mm, with the stroke staying
the same. Yamaha reduced the weight of
the piston, wrist pin and other compo-
nents in the engine in an effort to retain
the same amount of reciprocating mass
the 550 motor had last year. A scoop that
looks nearly identical to a water-cooling
shroud was designed to direct air onto
the cylinder head and helps keep tem-
peratures down. The front disc brake is
drilled and uses aluminum-alloy calipers
with semi-metallic pads.

The fuel tank holds a little more gas for
longer stretches of highway. The XT600L
is definitely more comfortable on the
highway than it is on open terrain. While
fire roads can be a lot of fun, they are still

Shrouds (top) that look suspiciously like radia-
tor covers direct air onto the head for addition-
al cooling. Should you decide to take a buddy
along, the XT600K (above) has buddy pegs.
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a handful on a big bike like the XT600L.
We weren't very pleased with the tires on
the dirt, but can’t criticize them too heavi-
ly since the bike was set up to be:sub-
jected to fast laps around a local road-
race course. Speed freaks will be
pleased to hear that the XT600L will do at
least 100 mph on the asphalt with stock
gearing.

The new XT250L features a dual-over-
head cam engine with four valves. Yama-
ha's YDIS is used on the 250 as well. It
also uses a cable-operated slide on the
primary carburetor, with a constant-ve-
locity secondary carburetor. This engine
also incorporates a gear-driven counter-
balancer.

The newly designed six-speed gear-
box has a gear for every purpose, it
seems. We found first gear plenty low for
plonking around on deserted hills, but
were able to get it up to about 80 mph on
the roadrace track. That's a pretty healthy
amount of speed for a 250cc bike. Like
its bigger brother, the XT250L has a safe-
ty seat that extends up onto the gas tank.
It was comfortable and will most likely get
used several times if you try to do your
Brad Lackey impersonations in the dirt
with it. ;

The XT250L just isn’t a great dirt bike.
On the street, it can be flipped around
easily. On the dirt, the bike will flip you
around. The fork needs a little more
strength to keep everything in line. Of
course, you should always keep in mind
that a dual-purpose bike is not intended
to be a replica of a motocross bike. You

__ WEIGHT (100%)

WEIGHT (50%)
WEIGHT (50%)
Q DOTS SHOW MASS CENTER AND ITS LOCUS

a—b—c

ENGINE SECTIONAL VIEW (COUNTER BALANCER)

This drawing shows how the engine's geardriven counterbalancer reduces vibration.

just can't expect the same handling or
safety once on the dirt. Still, we feel the
Honda line of dual-purpose bikes has
better suspension and doesn’t pound you
as much when landing off jumps or: at-
tacking hills.

It's simply a matter of which riding form
you're more serious about—dirt or
street. BR
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The XT250L also sports the "‘water-cooled fak-
er’' shrouds (top) that direct air to the motor.
Snail-type chain adjusters (above) continue to
make chain adjustments on the XTs a snap.
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