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ANOTHER RACE, ANOTHER RECORD:
Team Honda’s Jeremy McGrath
nearly didn’t qualify for the final in
Pontiac after crashing out of con-
tention in his heat race and getting
a rock caught in his brake pedal in
his semi. That rare combination of
circumstances opened the door for
yet another record. At Pontiac, Mc-
Grath became the first rider in his-
tory to win a main event after hav-
ing to ride the Last Chance
Qualifier.

PHOTO: JIM TALKINGTON




he current AMA/Camel Super-

cross Series has been nothing

short of spectacular. Fans all over

the country have witnessed some
of the closest contests ever. Heroes like
Mike LaRocco, Mike Kiedrowski, Jeff
Emig, Jeff Stanton and Mike Craig bat-
tle to beat one another week after
week. It's been great entertainment to
watch these guys point fingers, swap
paint and crash all over the place as
they try to outdo one another and
claim the right to be able to say, “Look
at me, I'm number two!”

The winner of those vicious fights
will have to shout that from the shad-
ows because Team Honda/1-800-
COLLECT’s Jeremy McGrath will be
saying “I'm number one” in the near
future. The defending series champ

out. The odds were in favor of LaRoc-
co or Stanton emerging because two of
the four stops in this set were more or
less the hometown races of each
(LaRocco at Indianapolis and Stanton
at Pontiac). The other two races—
Charlotte and Minneapolis—were fair
game for everyone.

The Indianapolis round turned up
the heat on LaRocco. The quiet but ag-
gressive Kawasaki star gets hoisted into
the spotlight by the promoters every
time the tour visits the Hoosier Dome.
Unfortunately, LaRocco has never
been able to satisfy hometown cheers
with a main event win. This time
would be no different. He again failed
to secure a good start while Jeremy
was the highest-starting non-Yamaha
in the field—the equivalent of a

holeshot this year for anyone not on a
Yamaha. Within 10 laps, McGrath was
in the lead and on his way to his 16th
win in less than two years of 250cc su-
percross racing.

“I'm upset,” said LaRocco after pe-
nalizing himself to midpack on the first
lap. “I got a bad start, as usual, and |
just started passing people.” His recov-
ery landed him in third place behind
McGrath and Team Yahama’s Jeff
Emig, who still found second place to
be a mixed blessing.

“You can’t be upset with second
place, but you can’t be satisfied ei-
ther,” Emig said after his Indy ride. “I
feel like | can win every time | go to
the line, but it just hasn’t worked out
that way. | know I've got to be due to
win one of these soon.” With a 125cc

oRADOWLANDS

Jeremy McGrath steals the supercross spotlight—again.

BY DAVEY COOMBS

has been simply devastating in his title
defense, just as he was in 92 when he
defended his AMA 125cc Western Re-
gion Supercross Championship. After
the first 11 races of the 15-race series,
McGrath has finished first eight times.
However, the series has been a nail-
biter for everyone else, as six different
riders have occupied the runner-up
position at the end of the main event.
If not for the overwhelming domi-
nance of McGrath, this would have
been an all-time competitive series.

HOMEBOYS

The four rounds following the series’
halfway point at Daytona marked the
last opportunities that the field would
have to reel in the points leader. After
Daytona, McGrath led by 38 points af-
ter finishing fourth. That was a big gap
to overcome but not altogether impos-
sible. This pivotal Eastern race might
offer someone the opportunity to begin
a late-season attack before time ran

If not for the guy way out front on the Honda, the
Kawasaki duo of Mike Kiedrowski (3) and Mike

LaRocco (7) would be having an epic champi- f§

onship bout. As loyal members of the super-
cross fraternity known as “Brothers of the Bad
Start,” their come-from-behind efforts have be-
come a weekly highlight.
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National championship, about a
dozen National wins and two success-
ful MX des Nations appearances, the
24-year-old Emig has replaced Guy
Cooper as the fastest man on the plan-
et never to win a 250cc supercross in
the U.S.

As for LaRocco’s teammate
Kiedrowski, the winner of the Daytona
round, his start was even worse than
LaRocco’s. His rush to the front
stopped at fifth, right behind Yamaha's
Mike Craig, the Tampa winner.

TRADING PLACES

The fact that LaRocco and Kiedrowski
started in the top five at Charlotte and
McGrath started in the bottom five
meant that fans were at least assured of
seeing something different. After all,
those Kawasakis get good starts about
as often as Halley’s Comet comes
around. But McGrath’s teammate
Doug Henry was there to carry the red
Honda flag, and for 16 laps he did a
fine job of upholding team pride on
the narrow Charlotte track. However,
after following that other Honda all
year long, LaRocco seemed to decide
that enough was enough. He parked

Jeff Matiasevich’s first season as a privateer
has been a real eye-opener to both the rider
and his fans. With a renewed dedication to
success, “Chicken” has been a steady top-10
finisher on an NCY/Noleen—backed Yamaha.
Not bad for a guy who went from a team truck
to a stripped-down Heriz rental van!



MoTo!

UP FOR GRABS: Team Suzuki’s
Ezra Lusk lost ground in the
125cc Eastern Region points
chase after suffering his third
loss of the season in Pontiac.
Sources indicate that Yamaha’s
talent scouts are after the Geor-
gian, and that win or lose he will
ride white in 1995.

PHOTO: JIM TALKINGTON



Henry with four laps to go.

“] didn’t mean to knock anyone
down, but | did knock Henry down
and I’'m sorry for that,” said LaRocco,
who went on to win his first supercross
since last year’s Orlando opener.
“That’s what you have to do on a track
like this. There were only a few places
to pass out there.” Teammate
Kiedrowski would agree. With Henry
out of the way, the two Mikes engaged
in a close dual that went all the way to
the finish line, advantage LaRocco.

“It was a close race,” said Kiedrows-
ki, who has one previous win in the
'94 season. “The track was tight, and
Mike pushed me around; | pushed him
back. Since we’re teammates, we

weren't going to take each other out.
He took Henry out, and he could’ve
taken me down, but that’s what's going
to happen if they keep building narrow
tracks like this.”

McGrath might agree. After falling
off in the early going, the champ could

Jeremy McGrath has a knack for taking the spotlight away from the local heroes whenever pos-

sible. At Indianapolis he was the man, not Hoosier-born Mike LaRocco; at Pontiac he prevented
Michigan’s favored son Jeff Stanton from finally winning his homecoming race. Maybe if Da-
mon Bradshaw had ridden in Charlotte things might have turned out differently—for Jeremy.

only muster seventh-place points after
getting stuffed in the first corner.
“Come on, | didn’t lose that many
points,” the unfazed McGrath an-
swered. “I just had a bad start and real-
ly couldn’t make up any time out
there. I'm just happy to have scored as

.Nd_LE)NI)ﬂV_L WIr :OLOHd

. £ .
Jeremy McGrath (1) may be the man out front
at the end of the night, but you can bet that a
Yamaha is going to be out front at the begin-
ning. Between Jeff Emig (6) and a bevy of oth-
er fast-starting YZ pilots, Yamaha has more
holeshots than McGrath has wins.

many points as | did.”

A footnote to the Charlotte race:
Hometown boy Damon Bradshaw
made a cameo appearance; he’s kept a
low profile since pulling the plug on
his racing career last September. He
came to the stadium and appeared to
enjoy himself as he watched the races.
Later on, when the team trucks were
loading up and pulling out of the dark-
ened parking lot and most of the fans
had gone home, Bradshaw remained
in the pits signing autographs, bench
racing with his old friends and smiling
like he used to.

THE LONGEST DAY

Pontiac always rolls out the red carpet
for their own homegrown hero, Jeff
Stanton. Year after year, the three-time
series champ is the last rider featured
in the rider introductions and the first
to feel the pressure of victory—too
much pressure. In his eight years as a
professional supercrosser, Stanton has
never won Pontiac. Fans and race
organizers hoped that '94 would final-
ly be the year for Stanton; they even
put a microphone in his helmet for an
audio tour of the track prior to the
start of the heat races. But if Stanton
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was going to win a round here, his
chances would be half as good as in
previous years. Citing the hectic pace
of two complete races in less than 24
hours, the AMA thought it best to cut
the annual double-header down to a
single Saturday night race. Adding
even more pressure this time was the
fact that Stanton is now one of the
oldest men on the circuit. Some felt
that 94 might mark his last real op-
portunity to finally win.

The second heat race of the night
gave Stanton fans a chance to watch
the former series champion and his re-
placement—McGrath—up close and
personal. As the two rode in traffic up
into the unique grandstand switch-
back, Jeff fell on top of a stalled Jere-
my, and the two rolled over one anoth-
er. Neither made it back into the top
four for a qualifying spot, but at least
Stanton got into the feature with a
steady semi ride. McGrath crashed
and failed to make it again.

“It was a tough track, and | just kept
having problems trying to qualify,”
McGrath said. “First, Jeff and | pretty
much fell on top of each other up in
the grandstands, and then in the semi
| got some mud stuck in my brake
lever. | missed qualifying by one spot
each time. | had to make it out of the
Last Chance, but it was still pretty
frustrating.”

HELL'S HOLESHOT REVISITED

For McGrath, the Pontiac race seemed
destined to be a repeat of the Charlotte
debacle, which saw him pushed into
the hay bales in a first-turn smash-up,
leaving him to start the race from deep
in the field. Even though he won the
Last Chance Qualifier at Pontiac,
thereby avoiding the extreme embar-
rassment that would have come by not
making the program, Jeremy had to
settle for the 19th pick on the starting
chute. That created another potentially
disastrous problem because the start
funneled the pack into a first turn that
was about as wide as a pickup truck.
All night long, riders on the outside
were getting pushed into the barriers;
now it was the defending champ’s
turn. But a funny thing happened on
the way to the hay bales—McGrath
hunkered down and grabbed himself a
holeshot.

“l had the worst pick on the starting
line—the far outside,” said McGrath of

his unexpected holeshot alongside pri-
vateer Honda of Troy racer Erik Kehoe.
“| just had to make the best of it; | put
my mind totally in neutral and didn’t
think about it. Actually, the outside
isn’t that bad; you just have to hold it
open a little longer.” McGrath’s re-
markable start was reminiscent of Da-
mon Bradshaw’s “Holeshot from Hell”
at the Anaheim SX of ‘90 but maybe a
little more notorious. After all, Mc-
Grath’s victory marked the first time in
the history of 250cc supercross that the
Last Chance Qualifier winner went on
to win the main event.

SHOTGUN

While Showtime was doing his 17th
disappearing act in less than two sea-
sons, Stanton was losing the Pontiac
race for the 15th time in his career. A
mediocre start and yet another run-in

Mike LaRocco is probably the hardest-work-
ing man in any supercross main event. As his
life-long problems with consistency continue
(Are the '94 Kawasaki’s not long enough?
How about adding a drag bar?), LaRocco is
forced to battle his way to the podium almost
every time. To finish with McGrath, LaRocco
needs to start with him.




with Emig left Stanton without a
chance of getting over the local jinx.

However, Stanton’s unfortunate dis-
missal from contention was hardly no-
ticed as an epic three-way battle for
runner-up honors between LaRocco,
Henry and Larry Ward went all the
way to the last corner. LaRocco and
Henry spent the last two laps setting
up one another for the last pass,
LaRocco having traveled into con-
tention from yet another horrible start.

Henry may have been fighting for
his first-ever podium finish, but the
revitalized Honda rider, finally over
his recent stomach ailments, was not
about to settle for third. Besides,
LaRocco was the guy who took him
out while he was leading in Charlotte.
So, with a vengeful flick of the wrist,
Henry gunned the Honda under the
clutch arm of LaRocco and took them
both down only 30 feet from the fin-
ish line. Ward was following so close-
ly that he almost went down in that
heap of factory bikes. Instead, he pad-
dled his way through the carnage and
up to the second-highest step on the
podium.

Consistency has always been Jeff Emig’s (6) downfall in supercross. One week he’s on the podi-
um, the next week he’s in the hay bales. After finishing in the top four at both Indy and Charlotte,
the Yamaha rider crashed out of contention at Pontiac (above) and Minneapolis.




“l just never quit trying to beat
those guys tonight,” Ward said of his
good fortune. “I couldn’t ask for
much more than second place. It’s all
mental; I’'m feeling great this year,
and my bike is working awesome.”
Ward’s second-place finish allowed
him to join factory pilots Emig and
Craig as Yamaha riders with runner-

up finishes in this four-race segment
of the series. Throughout the season
the guys on the white bikes (priva-
teers included) have been racking up
holeshot after holeshot, but their wins
stand at a total of one.

IT'S A SHAME ABOUT RAY

Since scoring his breakthrough win in

Tampa in February, Michael Ray
Craig’s rising star seemed to miss a
shift and go into false neutral. His infa-
mous Doc Marten—induced knee in-
jury in a Florida hotel was followed by
no points at Daytona, a fourth at Indy,
another no-pointer in Charlotte and
sixth at Pontiac. Craig’s roller-coaster
season has had more ups and downs
than the Clintons’ popularity index.
Craig was second in the point stand-
ings going into the Daytona round of
the series and dropped all the way
down to seventh after another goose
egg in Charlotte. But just two weeks
later at Minneapolis, Craig held the
lead for three-quarters of the main
event before being passed by you-
know-who. His return to the podium
came as no surprise to some people
but as a complete shock to others.
Some blame Craig’s happy-go-lucky
attitude for his irregular results; others

The on-again, off-again 250cc rookie season of

“ Doug Henry (shown here clipping Cliff Palmer’s

KTM) was more on than ever at Charlotte and
Pontiac. Henry led most of the night at Charlotte
before falling, and then he finished a career-high
fourth at Pontiac.




say that winning once added too much
pressure to the factory team rookie.

Minneapolis was definitely an up
night for Craig. After following Matia-
sevich into the first turn (another
Yamaha holeshot), he led the next 15
laps of the race, at one point by as
much as eight seconds. But as the
methodical McGrath started closing
in, Craig hit the panic button and
made a few time-consuming mis-
T takes, giving McGrath the opening he
Sismcen needed to scoot away with career win
Ssasia number 18.

“I was going fast. | saw Jeremy, and |
did the usual: | bobbled,” Craig ex-
plained. “I guess it wasn’t my night to
win.” At least it wasn’t his turn to go
scoreless again.

The rest of the first-ever stop for the
AMA/Camel Supercross Series in Min-
nesota in front of nearly 50,000 new
fans was business as usual. The Yama-
ha holeshot, the obligatory bad starts
by Team Kawasaki, McGrath nac-nacs
and, of course, wins.

WHO WILL STOP THE REIGN?

As MeGrath enters the realm of the
all-time greats, race fans are scram-
bling to find hope in their old heroes
or maybe someone new to start cheer-
ing for. Kawasaki’s Keidrowski and
LaRocco obviously need better starts.
Yamaha'’s Emig and Craig need some
kind of consistency, Honda’s Steve
Lamson and Henry need another
notch of speed, and Stanton may need
to find the fountain of youth. As for
the younger crew, Suzuki’s 125cc duo
of Damon Huffman and Ezra Lusk ap-
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pear to be the most likely future con-
tenders, though both are at least two
years away.

McGrath’s dominance started as the
sport was entering a transitional peri-
od. The enigmatic Jean-Michel Bayle
quit to go road racing, the burned-out
Damon Bradshaw quit to go ranching,
and Jeff Ward just plain quit. Ward
may have been at the end of a long ca-
reer, but Bradshaw and the French guy
were relatively young—each had years
of McGrath-level speed left in him.
Unfortunately for supercross fans,
Bayle is making huge strides in his
road racing career, and Damon seems
content to stay down on the farm.
With that in mind, it doesn’t appear
that Showtime will be canceled any-
time soon.

“Another championship is definitely
in the back of my mind, but | don’t re-
ally think about it too much,” said Mc-
Grath after his Minneapolis victory,
which pushed his advantage to 53
points with just four races to go. “I'm
not the kind of person to put it on
cruise control and just pace myself
into a title. | want to win each race,
and | want to win with style. | want to
win them all.” He almost has. m!

After four years of trying, Mike Brown’s
breakthrough 125cc win at Pontiac had to be
sweet. The Tennessee privateer is finally real-
izing the potential he showed in 1992 when
Team Peak/SplitFire hired him as an Eastern
Region SX mercenary.




