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WHAT

MAKES
DICK
TICK?

By Tom Webb

his year, Dick Burleson won his

seventh National Enduro Champi-
onship. Ever the inquiring reporter,
DB, wanted to see if this was just a
fluke, so we sat down with King Rich-
ard the Seventh and pumped his glass-
lined brain for some facts, fantasy and
fast talk:

D.B. Why do you keep winning?
Year after year, you demolish the en-
duro circuit. This year you won six out
of twelve races. In 1980, all the big
manufacturers put a lot of emphasis
on the National Enduro’s, and you
still won.

DICK: Yeah, well. (A very long
pause.) Lots of reasons; just lots and
lots of reasons. There are a number of
factors that are going to allow a person
to win. First of all, he has to have the
skill to ride the bike fast and the endur-
ance to ride it fast for a long time.
Also, he has to have the desire to do it
and the discipline to train himself to
do the things that are good for him—
not the things that are bad for him, *
smoking, drinking, partying on Satur-
day night, staying up to watch Satur-
day Nite Live, what ever is involved.

You have to get down to the job at
hand. Just getting ready on Saturday
to race on Sunday isn’t going to do it.
You know, I start getting ready Sun-
day night for the next Sunday, and it’s
just an ongoing thing. What’s going

- on in my mind, what problems did I
have, what can I do to cure them and
not face them in the future? That kind
of stuff. I think I possess all those
qualities I talk about.
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I’'m a very competitive person.
When I play anything, I want to win. I
just can’t go for a nice leisurely sail on
the lake. I want to find somebody and
race them.

D.B.: Do you think that one of the
reasons you keep winning, even though
you’re 33 and most other top riders are
in their twenties, is because of your
knowledge of the areqs and runs across
the country? How clubs in one area lay
out a run as compared to another
area? How to set up your bike for one
enduro, because you’ve ridden that
race before and you know the terrain?

DICK: I think that you can classify
that as basic experience, and yes, I feel
that it probably helps. But not all the
same clubs have runs, and if they do,
they put them in different areas or
change them around. So it’s not like I
remember each individual course or
how every club puts on their event. It’s
just that I have experience from riding
all over the country.

D.B.: What sort of events do you
prefer?

DICK: Woods, eastern runs. I’'m
not real fond of the desert. Just about
any other place is fine. It depends so
much on organization of the run and
the corresponding weather. My favor-
ites depend more on those factors than
the actual physical area. Some real
crummy areas under the right condi-
tions can put on a really nice race, and
vice versa.

A lot of guys think
they’re going fast,
but they don’t even
know what fast is.

D.B.: Is it hard to keep the desire to
win, considering you’ve been doing it
for so long.” Especially when you’ve
won so much!

DICK: I don’t get quite as excited
and pumped up as, let’s say five years
ago. But once I’m into the race, things
change. A lot of times in the first part
of the race I find that I’'m doing okay,
but not really good. Maybe on com-
paring scores with some guys, I’ll find
that I’m down a point or two. Then 1
start to get real serious and gas it up.

It takes me a little while to get

pumped up, that’s for sure. It’s not
just like a job to me though. I really
enjoy what I’m doing, and that helps
keep that desire up there. It’s not just
the desire to win. I’ve won enough, so
it’s not like I have to prove anything to
anybody.

I kinda like to blow people’s minds
—that’s one way to look at it. There
are people out there who’ll see a group
of 30-inch trees and start freaking; I’ll
come up and just floor it through
them. It’s fun to do what looks impos-
sible. I get off on that.

I definitely hatelosing. If I do lose a
race, I don’t let it bother me or get me
down. I try to figure out what went
wrong or what I have to do. That’s one
thing that’s a plus in my direction—
my problem solving ability, my prep-
aration for the race and coping while
I’mracing.

I’m not immune to problems, that’s

for sure. I think I have fewer than
most because I’m very familiar with
the bike I ride and have worked with it
enough. Almost any possible problem
that could come up, I’ve already seen
it, and I know what the cureis.

Once I’ve seen the problem, I’ll fix it
so that, for all intents and purposes, it
will not happen again. But, I still have
problems: flat tires, broken speedos,
whatever. In those cases, well, it’s
rather hard to describe. It’s not like I
have a back-up system or anything,
but with a broken speedo, I can keep
time from corner to corner. Or with a
flat, you change your riding style so
that you can keep moving without
having the tire come off the rim.

Maybe if you get lost for a minute,
where it would really discourage a lot
of people and they think they’re out of
the race and lose their whole attitude,
well, that just makes me try harder. So

Burleson shown going through the Husky ritual of tightening the mag.
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a lot of times I’ve made problems
work to my advantage.

D.B.: What about practice? Any-
thing special that youdo?

DICK: Practice, to me, has nothing
to do with timekeeping. It’s just rid-
ing. Every time I practice, I tie it in to
testing the bikes. Make changes on the
bike, then go out and test them by
riding. But, from a straight riding
standpoint, I like to find something
challenging then play with it; like a
group of trees that look impossible to
get through at speed—I just keep jet-
ting through until I’m satisfied with
the speed.

Like when Bob (Popiel) worked
here. He and I rode together for years
and years. What we’d do is go out and
find a really tough section and I’d fol-
low him all the time. I’d let him lead,
and by the end of the ride, I’m always
the dirtiest guy from getting roosted
all day. But it’s really good practice
for me to try to pass him. Follow real
close and look for places to try to get
by. It’s not like I could just blow by
Bob either. He’s always on the gas.

D.B.: What about motocross?

DICK: When the Six Days come
around, I have a very tough MX track
that I set up. It’s gnarly—all bumps
and turns. Yeah, you could say it’s
Regulation Gnarly.

D.B.: How about motocross riding
to train for enduros? The old theory is
ride MX,and it will make you a better
enduro rider.

DICK: I don’t believe that being an
MX racer makes you a good enduro
rider. It’s very good physical training,
however, and it teaches aggression.
When 1 started riding enduros—and
maybe I’m totally off-the-wall crazy—
I felt as if it was a survival thing—just
getting through the woods. I got in
there and started riding with a moto-
cross-type attitude. I’d worked my
physical capabilities up to where I
could do that all day long. Then,
instead of surviving:the woods, I
would attack the hard sections, slip the
clutch and wheelie through the turns.
Total aggression.

A lot of guys think they’re going
fast, but they don’t even know what
fast is. They think they’re on the gas,
but actually cruising is a better word.
They’re not using that motocross ag-
gression and style. You know the obvi-
ous difference is that a motocrosser
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You'd smile too if you had seven National
titles under your belt.

has to have the ability to learn the
course and get faster at it, where an
enduro rider doesn’t have that advan-
tage.

An enduro rider has to have the op-
posite ability, which I have good sense
at, and that’s seeing the trail ahead
and being able to read it. If you have
this ability, you can keep your rhythm
going through long, hard sections.

D.B.: That’s said to be one of your
main strong points, being able to read
the trail ahead of you.

DICK: Yes, I project pretty far up
the trail. Another thing is that I have a
good sense of direction.

D.B.: Do you think that the runs in
the West are more concerned with
timekeeping as compared to the ones
in the East?

DICK: On the average yes, but not
all Eastern runs are flat-out special test
either. Basically, it comes down to two
different parts. The time keeping ele-
ment of the enduro comes into effect
in order to get to the start of the special
test or what 7 would call a special test.
To get to it at the right time—that’s

I justcan’tgo fora
nice leisurely sail
on the lake. I want
to find somebody
and race them!

where the timekeeping ability comes
in; to get there right at the top of the
minute so you have the whole minute
to work with. Then you have to go for
the gusto, ride as fast as you can till the
end of the special-test section. One
thing is that the test sections in the East
are usually much longer than in the
West. There are many more test sec-
tions, and timekeeping parts are main-
ly transport sections—more or less to
get from one section of woods to
another.

The timekeeping element is impor-
tant. Most of the Eastern runs have
enough to keep you honest, combined
with plenty of test sections to get you
late or barely on time.

D.B. What do you do to train in the
off-season?

DICK: Racquetball, cross-country
skiing, weight training at the Nautilus
during the winter—and we still ride.

D.B.: Evenifit’ssnowing or grim?

DICK: Oh, you bet. It’s really good
fun in the snow. We ride all year
round. Sometimes I go to Florida or
California for a week or two. I don’t
really stop riding.

I really like the cross-country skiing.
I ran so much when I was in high
school and college that I just can’t get
into running anymore, and it’s become
very hard on my knees. I’ve been very
lucky when it comes to my knees, and I
want to try and avoid pushing them as
much as possible. With cross-country
skiing, you get a lot of physical exer-
cise. It’s really tough; I think it’s
tougher than running, but then there’s
a flowing movement that I enjoy.

D.B.: What size bike do you prefer
toride?

DICK: I don’t know. I kinda get in
heat for one bike every once in a while.
I’ll grab a 125 and really like it, so I’ll
have 125 fever for a while. Maybe
when I ride the 430s, I’ll have the open
bike fever. It’s hard to say. Right now,
very tentatively, my plans are to ride a
125 in the qualifiers and a 430 in the
enduros.

D.B.: Do you think staying with
Husky all these years has helped you?

DICK: I think so. I have a good
knowledge of the motorcycle, and it’s
a good motorcycle. There, I know I
have an advantage. I know how to
make it work right; setting it up cor-
rectly, dialing it in so it’s working as
good as it possibly can.



DISCOUNT MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES

save Money

Super Discounts on Name Brand
Tires & Accessories
order by Toll-Free Phone or Mail

In California, call 1-714-556-RIDE

Charge your orders to Master Charge, Visa or American Express. C.0.D. orders require a
25% deposit by credit card, money order or check. Catalog sent free with all orders.

New ‘81 styles. VISOR INCLUDED
D.0.T. and Snell 75 approved
(except Mini Bells). Give 2nd color
choice. Bell TourStar, R-T, new Star
and new Magnum also available-call
for prices

MOTO 1ll—whi, red, yel, blue,
6-7/8 thru 7-5/8

Reg. $124.50 $98.87
MINI MOTO—whi, red. yel, blue,
6-1/2,6-5/8, 6-3/4

Reg. $89.50 $76.86
MAGNUM 1li—whi, red, yel. blue
6-7/8 thru 7-5/8

Reg. §89.00 $§76.42
MINI CROSS—whi, red, yel. blue
6-1/2, 6-5/8, 6-3/4

Reg. $54.50 $46.80

BELL GOGGLES—Clear lens, extra
wide strap

s12.m

Gives youpeace of ~ mind and
protection when you go all out to win!
Sturdy, light welght protection — built
by Volvo of Sweden to take the
knocks and falls so you don't have to

#318 Grand Prix Shoulder Pad/
Chest Protector $37.75
New- International ultra-light
shoulder pad . $29.68
Junior shoulder pads $24,94
Shin and knee guards,13'"
long. $19.27

Straps $3.40 extra

Senior elbowguards . $15.44
Rockguard, red, white, blue or
yellow $ 449

#327
#319
#108

#406
#889
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SCOTT [~
New, improved 1981 models—for
better fit and look!
#89—Series R, clear Lexan scratch-
resistant lens. Red, yel, blue, or whi
frame. Reg. $18.95 ..§14.31
#87—Series R, clear Lexan lens,
fits over prescription glasses. Yel-
low frame only.
Reg. $22.49 . .. $16.96
#83—clear butyrate lens. Whi or
blue frames. Reg. $16 49 . . §12.49
SCOTT FACEGUARD—fits all Scott
goggles. In red, yel, blue, or white
Reg. $6.95 §5.49
SPECIAL! Save an extra 10% on
SCOTT #89 goggles /Scott face-
guard combination in colors listed
above, Give 2nd color choice
Reg. $25.90 .$17.82

SCOTT.

MOTOCROSS
BOOTS

The molded,

all-plastic MX boot you
can't outgrow! Has replaceable
soft-foam liner in even sizes 7 thru
13. Smooth MX sole only. Liners
included

Red/blue Reg. $195.00 . . $149.86
NEW—black /yellow

Reg. $215.00 §165.92
Replacement foam

liners $18.25/pr.

’

OCKS
AND SPRINGS
MULHOLLAND REBUILDABLE
MX SHOCKS
in 124", 13", 132" and 14-14"
eye to eye lengths.

Reg. $75.95 $52.50 w/o sprgs
SPRINGS

Single rate $18.50/pr
Progressive (dual) rate . . $18.50/pr

Note: 14-1/4 shocks require LTG
springs.

MULHOLLAND REBUILDABLE LTG
(Long Travel Gas) SHOCKS

137, 13'2", 14'4", and 15" eye-to
eye lengths. Reg.

$104.95/pr. . . $78.66/pr wio sprgs
SPRINGS

Single rate . $29.83/pr
Progressive (dual) rate $29.83/pr

LA 8 & B N N B N § N J
PHANTOM RIDER — 3001 RED HILL AVE,, Bin 501, COSTA MESA, CA 92626

Oty Description/size/color

Please send me your FREE catalog
I enclose Mo Order
I Pers. check (allow 3 wks to clear)

C.0.D. 25% deposit — must be enclosed w/order

Charge to: | 'Visa/BankAm
I Account No.
Bike: year, make, mode!
Name
[ Address

City/State/Zip

Cert. check

MiCharge

Priceea | Total l

Add shipping charges

Calif res. add 6% |

salestax | wif

TOTAL |

Am. Express o
Exp. date

i
Loa
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Lightweight Kevlar 49 shell. #30
weighs 16 oz. less than Bell Star II;
#50 weighs 9 oz. less than Bell
Moto |1l

#30RXM-1. BIK, silv, red, yel, 6-7/8
thru 7-3/4. Reg. $195 $169.40
#50 Motocross. Blk, red, yel, 6-7/8
thru 7-3/4. Reg. $124.00 . . $98.62
Simpson #61/Electro E-3/E-1 hel-
mets also available. Call for prices.

Genuine leather, contour shape,

reinforced palm and thumb. Nylon
stitched construction, elasticized
wrist with extra strap. Navy/yellow;
navy/red. Spec. S, M, L, XL . $13.95

PLASTIC
7 BOOTS

= Polyurethane shell
with skiboot-type ankle pivots and
buckles. Removable inner liner. In
even sizes 7 thru 13. Specify
smooth MX or cleated Enduro sole
Liners included
MX boots—in red only

Reg. $149.95 109.00
Enduro boots—in blue only.
Reg. $149.95 $109.00

Hi-Point MX/Enduro genuine leather
boots also available — call for prices.
Sl

Bassani

Hi-Performance
Pipes

Up to 20% power increase. Saves
weight too
HONDA
XR75/80. thru /80. up § 42.67
ATC 90/110. thru /80

down § 42.67
ATC185. thru "80 § 55.50
FL250 Odessy. thru "80. . . $113.72
CR125HP. '73-'75. down. . § 68.34
MT250. thru ‘76. up $ 76.84
XL250. thru '78. up $ 59.76
XL350. thru '78. up $ 59.76

Partial listing only—call for Kaw/
Suz/Yam applications and prices

SHIPPING CHARGES
must be added to all prices
Minimum order is $10.00
West of Westof Eastof
Rockies Miss.  Miss
s 285 390 495
’52.25 295 3.85
375 540 6.50
2.90

385 485

3.50 0
2.25 95
1.95 2

6.95

365

3.00
APO/FPO

AK, HI, PR, CZ
customers, use 3rd col. Freight

rates to Canada add $3 to
amounts shown in 3rd col. All
orders shipped fully insured. COD
orders require a 25% deposit and
an additional $2 00 in shipping
charges. No CODs to APO/FPO or
Canada addresses

WHOLESALE CATALOG
with savings up to 50% on

* FIM side panels

 Replica fenders

* Airfork caps

* Dehandlers/Taki grips

* (Grab-on/Oakley grips

 Forkboots/skins

* Bel-Ray oils

 Street/touring/cafe
accessories/apparel and
much. much more

equests
0 excep

e and ,

“ULTRA-LITE”

MX PANTS

Light, strong
é = comfortable nylon
pants w/soft nylon mesh lining and
Spandex elastic side inserts for
more comfortable fit. Padded hips
removable hinged knee/shin
guards. leather inner knee area
Bike names on both legs and in team
colors: Honda (red/whi/blue),
Kawasaki (green/whi/blue), Suzuki
(yel/blue), Yamaha (yel/blk). Also
in plain leg with team colors. Specify
size: S (28"-30"), M~(31"-33"),
L (34”-35") XL (36"-38")
Bike name/team colors

Plain legs/team colors

$79.95
$69.95

K190 Motocross, medium com-
pound. all terrain type. reinforced

shoulder blocks. “*dimple”" knobs.
rim saver sidewalls. Low profile

250-14 front §21.99
360-14 $25.85
410-14 $30.86
510-17 6-ply $50.80
410-18 §39.47
460-18 $46.19
510-18 6-ply $52.61
300-21 $36.76

Dunlop K91/K81/K181 street tires
also available— call for prices.

| _CHENGSHIN |

C-183D — Yokoh. Super Digger copy.
Hard compound, soft-terrain tire,
widely spaced knobs, low wrap-
around sidewall blocks for extreme
cornering

38514 $18.96
50017 $34.32
36018 $20.29
41018 $25.97
460-18 $34.69
50018 $36.45
530-18 $43.63
300-21 front $20.93

Motocross/Enduro. Soft com-
pound. Rugged knobs designed for
rapid self-cleaning under extreme
and muddy conditions. Front tires
have 1/8” deeper knobs than other
brands. 500-17 has widest possible
tread—6" from side to side. Now
also in 2-ply for less un-sprung

e 2-ply (2€) 4-ply (4E)
300x21 $42.58 $43.79
325x21 N/A $47.24
400/90x18 $49.29  $50.50
400x18 N/A $51.23
425/90x18  $59.08  $60.30
450x18 $57.84  $59.05
600/80x18 $67.87 N/A
500x17 N/A $67.83

BURLESON

D.B.: That’s one of the things many
notice about you—you’re a stickler
Jordetail.

DICK: The little stuff; you know,
like the controls. You’ve got to have
the clutch and brakes working easy
and firm feeling; clutch action, good,
nice easy throttle. If you get all that
stuff working right, that’ll make using
the controls a normal, natural move.

D.B.: Your job with Husky is offic-
ially cross-country racingcoordinator.
How much do you assist the guys that
ride for you?

DICK: I try to give as much guid-
ance as possible, but I’m not gonna tell
everyone what to do. For example,
when it comes to training, I wouldn’t
tell them, ““If you don’t train, you
won’t get your scooter.”” We’re not
like that at all. We have a very loose
organization, but they know what I
do, and they all want to win, so they
figureif it works for me, it’s not a bad
system.

I kinda like to blow
people’s minds. I
get off on that.

You know, it’s not like I do any-
thing unreal or bizarre. It’s just that if
you have to be in good physical con-
dition, then you have to train; com-
mon senseis all it is. If you want to ride
fast, then you have to practice. Here
again, the common sense approach.
It’s just the realization that you have
to do this stuff in order to be compet-
itive. A lot of racers may not have a
good handle on that fact.

D.B.: How about on helping them
set up their bikes?

DICK: There, I don’t hold back any
knowledge at all. Sometimes it gets me
in trouble though. Like, I’ll help the
Suzuki guys set their Ohlins shocks up,
oryounameit and I’m willing to help
out. Most of the top enduro guys are
all pretty good friends, and that’s
good. I don’t want to make any en-
emies, that’s for sure. That’s not why
I’minthe sport.

D.B.: Have you ever gotten so dis-
couraged in a race that you wanted to
pull off and quit during the event?

DICK: I’ve never wanted to quit. To

(continued on page 68)
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DUAL STAGE
REED PETALS

ALUMINUM SPARK ARRESTORS
APPROVED BY U.S. FOREST SERV.
LIGHTWEIGHT

BOLTS RIGHT ON

REBUILDABLE

ovi2se 6995 9 Yamaha MAICO
1¥22506 6495 ' Y280 D-F, RD 250/350/400 o 001981 250 2595
01Y2465G O 69.95 |5 01Y280G, Y2125 D-F, ¥Z 100 oll ewacld

ik CHUSKY OR WR, CR. 6495 & _ Y2 75,1 26 8T 175 F

:] CYI1256.11175 G

[112506 1C/A MX 456 sa9s Q- KY

014256 [1C/A QUALIFER 6495 ﬁ T+ s B 2595 CVAICR and OR 35.70
BeR o g5 OMALMAG.MI.GS. 6995 12250, Y2 400 D, I 250/400 O (243) 363-7892

e p 1KX 125A5, & 5995 & Suruki P.O. BOX 2553, CANOGA PARK, CA 91306
£1 RMAONT LI KDX175 5995 & [JRM 80 B-1 50

CIKX 80 17.95
CIKX 125420, KDX 175-
400 2595

SPARK ARRESTORS

1 KX250A6 6495 1 CIRM 100/125 N T, PE 1751

CIPET7ST 11 KDX250 6495 @ [IRM, PE, DS, TS 100-370 A-C 9.9
£ PE250/4001 £ KX420A6 64.95 @1 [JRM 250/400 N . PE 250/400 NT
Please send check or money ordet (allow 10 days for personal checks fo clear) for correct
mount of ifem ordered, W freight - 1s. For super ft
g pay freig ige e of super (o3 genn &4 00
o Equipment. P.O. Box 25t 1

x 2553, Canoga Park, CA 91306 Califomia residents add  FOR NEW.

6% sales fax. All foreign orders must be prepaid in U.S. currency and odd 10% for shipping

CATALOG
AND

STICKERS

THE SECRET'S OUT. Theall
new PRO RIDING SECRETS by
the Dirt Bike staff tells all. How
the Prosdoit. .. How to read
any track . . . How to prep your
bike. . . etc.

This is one secret you'll want to
keep!

g

S0

Make check or money order payable to: PRO RIDINGS SECRETS,
Box 317, Encino, California91316.

Name,

Address

City/State/Zip

(Please enclose $2 plus 50 cents postage and handling for each
copy ordered. Canada add $1 and all other foreign add $1.50
postage and handling for each copy ordered. All items will be
shipped by surface mail. U.S. funds please.) MX-3-1

BEAUTIFUL GERMAN SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE
WITH BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 1Y»” BELT.

Be the first to own this PLUS PRODUCTS, INC.
EXCLUSIVE design. P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

RIS BEREIRTRIIEII IS Please send buckle(s). | have enclosed
$19.95 plus $1 postage and handling for each
buckle ordered. Canadian orders add $1, other
foreign add $2. Please allow 6-8 weeks for de-
livery. Prices good for 90 days.

Name
Address
City
State Zip
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DICK BURLESON INTERVIEW
(continued from page 46)

me that’s the absolute bottom, the
pits. As long as that motorcycle still
moves, there’s no reason not to finish
the run. Sometimes, even if it’s not
moving. For example, if you run out

‘of gas, there’s still a way. I’ve been to

Hare Scrambles that have no bearing
on anything and pushed the motor-
cycle for about a mile and still won. 1
was about half dead from pushing it,
but I finished, and because I was de-
termined somehow still won the event.

The never-give-up, never-say-die at-
titude will produce amazing results.
I think all of the guys who ride for
Husky feel the same way I do. Mel-
ton’s that way. Terry’s that way. No
matter what, the absolute worst result
is to not finish.

Aslong as that
motorcycle still
moves, there’s
no reason not to
finish.

A lot of times just finishing isn’t
going to do me any good, but at least
I’ve had a chance to ride the course.
By doing this, you get exercise from
riding the race and the mental hassle of
trying to ride and put up with the prob-
lems during the run. It’s all good,
good training. You’ve now added a
little to your experience table that will
build up over the years.

D.B.: Where do you ride on the
minute during an enduro?

DICK: Always at the top; any place
else and you’re throwing away time. I
don’t ride hot, but I’ll ride right at the
top, and depending on how accurate
your odometer is for a certain run,
usually you can sluff off a few sec-
onds if yousee the check and you’re a
little warm at the time.

You can’t sluff off anything if you
are riding hot. It’s instant burn time!
The whole trick is, when you see a
check, you know what the mileage is.
You know whether to shoot in there or
hang back until the minute changes.

D.B.: How much longer do you
plan on racing competitively?

DICK: Well, I’ve never had any real
long-range plans. Now, this may
sound kind of funny, but a lot of peo-
ple always ask me about beating Bill
Baird’s record. But, seven years ago I



didn’t sit down and say ‘I want to beat
Baird’s record.’ I never did that. I’ve
always taken one race at a time, then
one season at a time.

As long as I’m in physically good
shape, and as long as I still enjoy it and
can still be competitive and make a liv-
ing doing it, basically, I’ll continue to
doit.

At the present time, I’m planning on
riding next year, and I’ll make a deci-
sion on the following year, after next
year.

D.B.: Since injuries are a major
factor in a racer’s career, how do you
attribute the fact that you’ve never
had an injury throw you out for a
whole season?

DICK: In’79, I sprained my neck in
the Jack Pine. The weather condi-
tions, for me, were the worst. It was
early morning mist, and that’s the
worst for my glasses—as bad as it can
possibly be, because that mist isn’t
heavy enough for the Rain-X to wash
it off. It just leaves little beads that
make it almost impossible to see.

I was riding very fast down a trail,
wiping my glasses with one hand and
riding with the other when I hit a log
that was buried in the sand. Anyway, I
went over the bars and landed on my
head and sprained my neck. That
didn’t put me out, but it left me sore
for the rest of the year.

One of the reasons that I’ve sort of
eluded injuries is that I don’t ride ber-
serk. I can ride very fast but yet have a
safety margin. I hardly ever ride over
the safety margin that I’ve set. I ride at
a pace that I feel fast and safe with yet
isn’t crazy enough to risk injury. But
that’s not to say I don’t get loose.
Usually on the second day of a two-
day event, I start feeling pretty good.

D.B.: But at, let’s say a qualifier, or
a six days special test, you have to
make up time, especially if your special
test scores haven’t been that good.

DICK: At so many qualifiers over
the year, I got smoked on the first day,
looked at the scores and went ‘Jeez!’
Then I gassed it up on the second day
and won the thing overall. That’s hap-
pened so many times it’s ridiculous.

The never-give-up,
never-say-die
attitude will pro-
duce amazing

results. o
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ULTRA-LITE PANTS®
The Second Most
Comfortable Pants

You’ll Ever Get Into.

PIPE PUWER.

When it comes to accessory four-stroke exhaust
pipes, there’s only one place to go—White Bros.
Over 25 years of research and development goes
into our pipes—that’s why amateurs and profes-
sionals choose White Bros. If you - -
own a Honda, Yamaha, Suzuki or @SSR KAWASAK!
Kawasaki, and are looking to pick N >
up some horsepower, you've come to the right
place. White Bros.—the wizards of the four stroke
world. You can see our four stroke pipes, and other
White Bros. Accessories, at your local dealer now.

White Bros

CYCLE SPECIALTIES

YAMAHA

Garden vae, CA 92643
~ (714) 638-1653

MARCH 1981/DIRT BIKE 69



