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GETTING AHEAD

IS NO LONGER A PIPE

a limited time only, you will

receive absolutely free a Team
DG jersey and race cap with the purchase of a
head and pipegJoin the team today!

Follow the footsteps of Bob

Hannah, Broc Glover and
Mike Bell. Now you can become part of TEAM
DG when you order from this special offer. For

(HAT AND JERSEY
INCLUDED FREE)

>

The DG
special offer
is available

" DG accessories and apparel are sold in-

" dividually through finer motorcycle

" dealers and accessories stores. Or use the
handy order form below.

$20

for the 4 e
following b b ‘ Please send me a pipe and head for my
mctorycles " Include with the order absolutely FREE a DG
HONDA jersey in, (circle size) S, M, L, or XL and an adjust-
$144% 7378 CR125 able race hat.  Total amount enclosed
LO PIPE California residents add 6% sales tax
$14450 CR8OR : Charge my [] Master Charge [J Visa
$15850 "T9CRI125R  $158% RMI125 T Card . v s ExpUDate
$158%0 '80CRI25R %1585 PE175 For more information Naa
$]1585%0 FL250 B/C/N " about DG accessories
ODESSEY  $158%  PEI75 T ’ and dipmrel i) (o ereas
3162  '80 CR250 R 3158 IT175 E/F TGy State Zip
$15850 IT175 G o Ay ;

YAMAHA el absolutely FREE. Phone # Signatuire! NG
SUZUKI ldde Yz80 E/F ‘158 IT125 G OFFER VALID FOR CONTINENTAL USA ONLY. FREIGHT INCLUDED. NO C.O.D.
G RM8OB/C  *144%° YZ80 G DG PERFORMANCE SPECIALTIES inc.
$14450 RM8ON  $158%° YZ100 E/F KAWASAKI 1170 VAN HORNE, DEPT.|I) ANAHEIM, CA 92806 (714) 630-5471 TELEX 181613
$144%° RM80T  %158% YZ100 G %144 79 KX80 7 R
31585 RMI00C  #158% YZIZ5E  $144% '80 KX80 WE e
$1583%0 RMI125B/C  $158% YZ125 F  $158% 80 KX125 @ ’ g
5580 RMI2SN  $158% YZ125 G UNITRAK It’s our middle name
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For the past six years, the community
of Davis, West Virginia, has welcomed
entrants in the Blackwater 100. They
have made the annual event a highlight
of their summer, with bluegrass bands,
streets blocked off, a parade, fire truck
rides, a dance and friendly partying.

Driveways and front yards are turned
into campgrounds, complete with
water and electricity. Want a shower?
You need only mention it and one is
offered.

The riders begin arriving on Friday.
By Saturday morning, the small town
of Davis is overrun with vans, motor
homes, campers, trailers and cars with
out-of-state plates. By Saturday after-
noon, it looks like vagabond city.
Tents are everywhere. There are no
motel rooms to be had, and the
merchants do a land office business.

It's the sixth annual Blackwater 100,
held in ‘‘Almost Heaven, West By God
Virginia."'

It's only ‘‘almost’’ because Heaven
isn't full of rocks, mud, ruts, down-
hills, uphills, river crossings, moss-
covered bogs, and rain every day.’

It's the toughest, meanest, gnarliest,
rockiest and muddiest run anywhere.
Ask any of the 500 riders who race
there annually.

The run itself was the brainchild of
Anita Barton, Public Relations Director
of Tucker County, West Virginia. ‘‘We
were looking for an exciting event to
promote Tucker County. We were all
skeptical when a cycle race was sug-
gested, but I agreed to look into it. [ saw
"On Any Sunday’’ and then traveled to
a nearby event being held by Dave
Coombs. More than anyone else, Dave
convinced me we could do it, and keep
it under control.”’

Dave Coombs, one of the most active
amateur and professional cycle pro-
moters in the country, put on the first
and all subsequent Blackwater events.
He takes particular pride in laying out a
course so nasty, so demanding, that a
rider’s objective is often survival, with
no thought of winning.

Riders return year after year to meet
the Blackwater challenge. It's devel-
oped a cult-like atmosphere with
chants of “We love it . . . we love it,"’
and ''‘Make it rougher.” Out of 500
riders, only a handful will complete the
full five laps. A slightly larger handful

(less than 50) will complete four laps.

It's rained every year at Blackwater,
making the already tough course even
tougher. Bikes are often in need of
major overhauls after running just one

Photos by Dave Smith and Bob Mansbergesr.
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This year’'s overall winner John Ayers bogs through one of the river crossings,
where spectators gathered like vultures.

at the riders meeting.
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Huskies with O-ring chains are found.

lap, and every bike on the course will,
at che very least, need new cables,
brake shoes and wheel bearings. Still,
the riders come back and the Black-
water traditions continue.

Each year something is added that
improves the run. This year a sound
system was strung throughout the
town and an announcer kept pit crews
and spectators informed of leaders,
times, and behind-the-scenes informa-
tion relayed from various parts of the
course. Riders stopped and offered
comments that ranged from ‘‘I'm
having a miserable time, but I love it,"’
to ''Tell Coombs to stick this run up
his . . . oh, never mind. I'll tell him
next year.’’ ;

The Blackwater tradition continues
to grow as each year’s run gets tougher
and the stories get bigger.

Several riders in the field of 500 were
capable of winning this year's event.
They come from Ohio, Pennsylvania,
West Virginia and surrounding areas
that host Hare Scrambles every week-
end of the year.

Riders who are well-versed in riding
swamps, gnarly ruts, deep water and

Big bore bikes seem to have the best chance at finishing the Blackwater. Lots of

mud, while temperatures are at freez-
ing or below, stand the best chance.
But the pre-race favorites boiled down
to three riders: John Ayers, a profes-
sional motocrosser from Pennsylvania
who cut his teeth on Hare Scrambles.
Fast Frank Gallo. Frank enjoys the
distinction of being the fastest and
toughest of all off-road riders in the
East, and possibly in the U.S. Ed Lojak.
A young rider from Pennsylvania with
visions of inheriting Gallo’s crown,
and overall winner in 1980 of two ISDT
Qualifiers.

The Blackwater start is almost a
tradition in itself. Riders begin lining
up with a full hour to spare. The single-
line staging stretches the full length of
the main street of Davis. Bikes are
parked and stories of past Blackwater
events are exchanged. First-time riders
become fear-stricken as downhills get
steeper, and rivers and mudholes
become bottomless pits that suck up
bikes right and left.

The single line gradually turns into
rows of five riders each in anticipation
of the start. At five-second intervals,
rows of riders claw, elbow, clash and

wheelie down the main street of town
and disappear from sight. It would be a
full 45 minutes before the leader
returned . . . 45 minutes and 18 miles
of Blackwater trail!

The first of four river crossings was
less than a half-mile from the start.
The riverbeds are littered with rocks
that range from baseball to bowling
ball size. Before the day was over, shift
levers, broken engine cases, mufflers
and miscellaneous cycle parts and rider
apparel would join the rocks and
become part of the Blackwater legend.

From the first river crossing, a
narrow, rutted road leads to a high-
speed powerline section. And then . . .
the treacherous downhill that has
become synonymous with Blackwater.
It's the other side of the mountain that
riders spend several minutes getting up
and often just a few seconds getting
down. It's steep and full of ruts and
rocks that alter a rider’s direction in
split seconds. A miscalculation could
mean the end of the race.

Frank Gallo made the most spectac-
ular downbhill ride of the day. Halfway
down, and riding on the ragged edge,
Gallo bounced off a rider who fell in
front of him. He shot to the left, hit a
rock and bounced onto the narrow
ledge that separates the trail from
disaster. For 75 feet, he rode inches
from the edge and delicately throttled
his way down. The spectators gasped
and cheered as he saved it. Gallo said
later, ‘I thought I'd bought it! You
know, the next time around they
expected me to do it again!’’

The '‘bog’’ is another Blackwater
tradition: a quarter-mile of two-inch-
thick moss with several feet of mud
underneath.

The trick, of course, is not to stop.
Hit it, gas it, and stay on top. By the
end of the race, the bog is a sea of mud
as riders continually alter their lines in
search of the scant two inches of moss
support.

Steep river banks are also part of the
Blackwater. Banks that by day’s end,
have turned into quagmires that suck
bikes in to the cases and often deeper.
The last mile of the course is through
the streets of Davis. It's the riders’ only
relief in the 18-mile track.

At the end of lap #1, it was John
Ayers with a three-minute lead over
Gallo. Unbelievably, Ed Lojak had
passed over 400 riders, and was run-
ning 15th. Riders and bikes were
mud-covered and already showing

(Continued on page 60)
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are the tough parts.
(Continued from page 29)

signs of fatigue.

With lap #2 in the book, it was still
Ayers, but now with a five-minute
lead. Gallo had hit a rock at high speed
and unloaded. He was uninjured, but
his bike suffered a quarter-sized hole in
the transmission case. A two-minute
pit stop for silver tape repairs, a quart
of oil, and Gallo was back in the hunt.

Lojak suffered a flat front tire on lap
#2, and another one on lap #3. He hung
on to finish, but was out of contention.

Then, in Blackwater tradition, the
skies opened up. For the sixth consec-
utive year, it poured during the race.
Riders coming through the check were
completely soaked, mud-covered
beyond recognition.

The severe weather took its toll,
forcing riders off the course. Ayers’
third lap was six minutes longer than
the first two. Gallo picked up two
minutes, but lost it back while re-
taping and adding oil to his transmis-
sion. The emergency repairs were hold-
ing, but he was not able to gain on
Ayers.

The rains stopped during the fourth
lap, and the sun broke through. Riders
who had quit, and were refreshed,
headed back onto the course. Reports
filtered in of bikes buried in mud to
their tanks. The riders who brought the
reports had teamed together to haul

Churning throuyh tank daap watar is tho easy part of Blackwatar The mud bogs

and lift bikes through impossible mud-
holes. Common sense said, ‘'Don’t try
another lap,”” but very few dropped
out.

Ayers started lap #5 with the lead
and a rear tire that had been flat since
midway through lap #4. Gallo, in a
desperate bid to overhaul the leader,
blew by his pits with a wave. Specta-
tors and pit crew alike were aston-
ished. He had a transmission problem
that without attention would end his
ride. Then there was the question of
gas. Did he have enough? Would Ayers’
tire stay on the rim, or would the
four-lap leader fall prey to the rocks
that could strip a tire in seconds?

The drama built as the minutes
ticked off. Then Ayers came boiling
down main street all alone. The winner
of the sixth annual, and toughest,
cross-country run in the U.S., the
Blackwater 100.

In the victory circle, Ayers said, ‘'l
wouldn’t have put a new tube in if I'd
had one. Under normal circumstances I
can change tires in under five minutes.
But the water and mud would have
added at least another two. I knew
Frank was close and I couldn’t afford to
stop.”’

Gallo, with an extremely loose trans-
mission, held on to win the open class
and take second overall. ‘‘Hey! I had to
go for it! If I had stopped, there was no

way to win. At least this way I gave it a
shot.”’

Behind Gallo were Tom Buckles, Joe
Lojak, Stan Lojak and Sam Bosnik. A
total of ten riders had completed the
five laps. The Blackwater 100 is only
six years old, but already it has taken
its place with such legends as ‘'Big
Bear,”” the '‘Mint 400,"" ‘‘Hungry
Creek,’’ "'Elsinore’’ and other giants
long since discontinued. With just a
little bit of luck, the hospitality of the
fine people in Davis, and the good
attitude of Blackwater participants,
this one will live for years to come. [J

Overall Winner ® John Ayers Suz

125 Class
1.CharlieHuegel .................ccooovunn. HUS
2. Dave DINGBE .. ¥i fl e i SRR ) oL HON
3;:Gary.Roach ;i cul. S s R 0 o KTM
A OIS S TANKI S il s v aets, lokataRet b Nae ot ails)ovatats YAM
BuTodd Tiate ol e I BRI alim et s HUS
175 Class
Vo Mark Wilkes i« 5ol d L S v v v el KTM
2. DwightCallaway .............coeunnnn CAN-AM
3. Dave HoIbert (. s e R e ore s HON
4 JackiVVEICRBRY L. o lh R ki fonoy ol TR ARt ot ol Suz
5. RoniBoberts)i 5w ialitl [ eI le e o KTM
250 Class
1T oM BUCKIBS 1.7 5. ot T atoua e s o 2 KT™M
2:Sam BOBNIC St/ s o loatin ) oot el e suz
3.iKenCostalln ) kL e e e et o s HUS
A KUt IKINGMAN. < ol LoTa el et aTagaki o oyh e HUS
B RICK:WAGNGE 5« eters/s’ s sistaiie statalsia siataratsle s HUS
Open Class
1 Frank Gallor. vhks s i sas el L, HUS
2008 LOJIAK: Titiiel e e b vl e e o oA dsta e st s HUS
3 S tan L ojakis . el g S e o HUS
4. Randy Mansberger ..................co00. KTM
BEAINQUIMDY & .t o Tt ataratstora e o o) o sVa1s MAI
Senior Class
Ve INICKI L O GVBEE G o 0 el sieilionaratan mlatai it i foiot HON
P L T ol G R Sl S BB DO B DO HUS
B ACK L OIS e e LT e ot e el e A bdars MAI
AT oM BAIY, = o et o (s sha st chtreral stalsaTetat KT™M
R Vo T e R R SR DR S ae g e A KTM
Super Senior
15 Dick L oafflar e s . s St HON
2. Herb Leppelmeier KTM
3. EMIGHUTIMAN 5v o004 v insiniis ainrisiaisis e ala s ale KTM
4 JimSealberts o0 e KTM
B DIy Ay e s e e e o s s KTM
Powder Puff
1.LindaMansberger ...................00uun HUS
2.PaulaMazzarese .............coeviiiiannn HON
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M/X TEAM PANTS
Heavy 14-0z. Denim
Team

Colors $19. 99

Cycle name in bold black
letters down both sides
of these top quality
denims. Striping in team
colors. We make these
stylish, highly-protective
pants with removable
hip and knee pads. Knee e

pockets will accomodate 71 Yam 72 Hon 73 Suz 74 Kaw
cups. (No. 75 pants have 76 Hus 77 Bul 78 C-A 79 Hod

| " .
Waiet Sive94.26.26  No. 75 Red, White & Blue,
No Team Name $18.99

30-32-34-36-38-40

PERSONALIZED 14 0Z. DENIM
M/X PANTS $24.99
Our top-quality 14-0z demms. Three colorful trim
styles PERSONALIZED FOR YOU with your name or
other message Up to 10 letters on each side (Use
special boxes in coupon) No COD’s.

Waist Sizes: 24-26-28-30-32-34-36
38-40
No. 56P Gold and Black Trim

No. 57P Red and White Trim
No. 58P Green and White Trim

Hi-Q NYLON M/X PANTS
Personalized or with Team
Name, or Plain

RACING BLUE with RED trim, or GOLD
with BLACK trim. SPECIFY. Heavy nylon
pants as described at left, available
plain or with your choice of up to 10
letters across back. (Use special lines
in coupon to order lettering)

PERSONALIZED Waist ~ Sizes: 24-26-28-30-32-34-
M/X NYLON TEAM 36-38-40

PANTS $4499 pr. AVAILABLE THREE WAYS:

Heavy. fully-padded nylon PLAIN $29.99 pr. No. 100

pants.  Hi-Q  crafted  with PERSONALIZED -No COD’s

Scotchgard finish. Washable
Your team name down both $34.99 No. 100P
Give desired lettering in coupon

pants leg, and up to ten letters
M/X Team Pants $31.99 pr.

of your choice across the back
(Use special lines in coupon)

No COD's. Choose RACING 100 ¥am 105 Hod
BLUE with RED trim or GOLD 103 su" 107 BI"S
with BLACK trim vz o

104 Kaw 108 C-A

RACING GOGGLES $7.99 pr.
2 pair $13.99 3 Lenses

Unbreakable ven-

Wzl - . tilated, adjustable
JL/ 3 interchangeable
o lenses in clear,

amber and green
Fits over glasses
No. 59

Waist Sizes: 24-26-28-30-
32-34-36-38-40

101P Yam 105P Hod
102P Hon 106P Hus
103P Suz  107P Bul
104P Kaw 108P C-A

Guaranteed
Unbreakable

RACING
FENDER $4.99

4" wide Colors: Red, White,
Black, Silver, Yellow No. 98

KIDNEY SUPPORT
BELT $9.99

Strong black elastic
Sizes S-M-L-XL No. 6

SPOKE WRENCH

$3.99 set No. 110
Fits 8.9, 10 11mm

M/X cuesr Pnorscmn TEAM COLORS $9.99

51 Yam 61 Hod
52 Hon 62 Hus
53 Suz 63 Bul
54 Kaw 64 C-A

\o

MOUTH $4.99
GUARD no. 115

CROSSBAR PAD - Telgm Colors
Genuine Vessel 87- s2. 4sgscwv i -$2.99
IMPACT DRIVER ¢y yan C2 Hon €3 Suz  C4 Kaw

$9.99 No. 60 C5 Hod C6 Hus C7 Bul C8 C-A
C13 Plain Black

TEAM JERSEY - LONG SLEEVES $9.99
100% Ventilated Nylon in Brilliant Team Colors
Made by our skilled craftsman. Cycle name on chest and sleeves.
Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16  Adult S-M-L-XL

L1 Yam L2 Hon L3 Suz L4 Kaw

L5 Hod L6 Hus L7Bul LB C-A

PERSONALIZED TEAM JERSEY
Tough Ventilated 100% Nylon
With Long or Short Sleeves
Your name or message across the back of Hi-Q
made jersey. One or two lines, up to 10 letters
per line. Numeral 0 to 99. No COD’s. Long and )
short sleeves. Use special boxes in coupon, »
Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16
Adult S-M-L-XL !

SHORT SLEEVE$11.99 LONG SLEEVE $13.99

S1P Yam S4P Kaw S7P Bul L1P Yam L4P Kaw L7P Bul
S2P Hon S5P Hod S8P C-A L2P Hon L5P Hod L8P C-A
S3P Suz S6P Hus L3P Suz L6P Hus

G V\ TEAM JERSEY- SHORT SLEEVES
§UZUKI Our own great ventilated nylon short sleeve

1 jersey with cycle design on chest. Team colors

Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16
’ % ™ Adult SIM-L-XL $7.99

»
.
(
|

S1Yam S2 Hon S3 Suz S4 Kaw
S5 Hod S6 Hus S7 Bul S8 C-A

PLAIN NVLON JEHSEY NO TEAM NAME
| May Be Custom Lettered
SHORT SLEEVES
$6.99 each  $9.99 each

No Lettering Personalized
No. 90 White No. 90P
No. 91 Black No. 91P
No. 92 Red No. 92P
No. 93 Green No. 93P
No. 94 Gold No. 94P

Top quality Hl»d-made ventilated LONG SLEEVES

nylon jersey, long or short sleeves $8.99 each $12.99 each
Choose palin with no lettering or e Par;nnnlirod

PERSONALIZED (1 or 2 Lines, upto O Lettering
10 letters per line, plus 1 or 2 giant ~ No. 15 White  No. 15P

numerals). No COD’s on personaliz-  No. 16 Black No. 16P
ed jerserys. Use boxes in coupon No. 17 Red No. 17P
Sizes: Child 6-8, 10-12, 14-16  No. 18 Green No. 18P
Adult S-M-L-XL No. 19 Gold No. 19P

Lettering P. 0. Box 455 - D9
here for I Abbeville, Alabama 36310

B "\Wox' PRODUCTSINC Toll-Free 1-800-633-7564

PANTS & 5.DAY DELIVERY GUARANTEED or your money back if you

Order Toll Free

1-800-633-7564

M/X BOOT SOCKS Quick Release
5.99 THROTTLE SET $4.99

With super-fast

action. Extra- w
large nylon head
Dummy grip in-
ded. F
tops, Treated cluded. Fits all

chemically to Sasabeaz

prevent foot § ; r FACE GUARD
e No 116165d o

size fits all No. 117 Red 150 Whuc |51 Black
152 Orange

as

2 pr.$10.49
Heavy socks
of fine quality
Made to fold
over hoot

No. 118 Green

HEAVY M/X TEAM SOCKS 32.99
Save! 2 pr. $5.49 - 4 pr. $9.99

Tough, long-wearing protective socks. Cycle name |
and trim in vivid team colors. One size fits all. |

31 Yam 32 Hon 33 Suz 34 Kaw

HEX GRIPS $2.99 pr. Vented

Comfortable, look DUCKBILL
d I

b Bl iadiobas $2.99 each

38 Clear h;‘x alll‘;mll;nels

0. lack

- ‘:;""a':k“ No. 49 Yellow

No 50 White
Unbreakable DOGLEG
LEVER ASSEMBLY $9.99 pr.

High impact yellow plastic. Fits all %
handlebars, self-lubricating. No. 46

RUGGED VINYL AND LEATHER M/X GLOVES

i

No.36 $9.99 w37 $8.99  wo 132 $8.99

Adjustable. Tough Long-wearing smooth  Extruded rubber
black vinyl, heavily brown cowhide knuckle and thumb
padded. S-M-L-XL S-M-L-XL protection. S-M-L-XL

CHAIN BRACELET $2.99

m Heavy chrome
& Boy's No. 70

Adult No. 80
9 Ufﬁ‘ ~ !
it ' : ™
\ b A o MULTIPLE WRENCH
TIEDOWNS $9.99 Fits %" 10 13/16” $6.99

Set of 2 No. 47
TEAM TOOL BAG $4.99

Tough simulated leather. Team dexugns
Inner loop for safe mounting. §” x 72",

e gjﬁ m No. 66 Hon 28 J
. 67 Suz -

68 Kaw  TEAM CAP $4.99
* Name  Heavy twill In brilliant
colors. One size fits all

21 Yam 23 Suz

NEW! 6oGGLES/FACE Guarp 22Mon 20 Kaw
: COMBINATION

(9mm to 20mm) No. 131

Qi FENDER FLAP
p
All]usmhle, one size hts all 3249
Excellent protection with With mount
ing hardware

unimpaired vision. Wide
elastic strap for comfort No. 109
with security.  No. A1

QUAN NO

DESCRIPTION SIZE PRICE

pay by Cash, M.O. or Credit Card Checks take 2 weeks to clear
our bank. Allow extra week for personalized items

* Pay only $1.00 for shipping on any size order

* All Hi-Q merchandise is fully quaranteed againest defects
in material and workmanship

— Print Lettering Here for PERSONALIZED JERSEY

| 10 letters TOTAL

Add $1.00 Shipping
B — COD Orders, add $3.00 Shipping
Numeral

M/X TANK COVER tiagd oy TEAM

Team Design or Plain @“*Q‘. o
TEAM

Fits snugly to any tank [}

26 Y 27 H.

28 S:'zn 29 K::v 3899 JEAM

30 Plain Black ~hwGONTNR Y*Axm

Guaranteed Unbreakable
LEVER ASSEMBLY $8.99

Brake and clutch levers mount to any
handlebars without removing grips. No. 35

Rk,

el
N | |

In a RUSH? Ask aboux our

Special 48-Hour Delivery.

Name 01 Cash Enclosed 0 Check Exp Date
) Ship COD, | enclose $3 deposit

Address 0 MO 0 VISA 01 MasterCharge
Cuul

City State —=_tZip




