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WARNING: Much of the action depicted in this magazine
is potentially dangerous. Virtually all of the riders seen in our
photos are experienced experts or professionals. Do not at-
tempt to duplicate any stunts that are beyond your own ca-
pabilities. Always wear the appropriate safety gear. Dirt Bike
does all of its testing and photography legally on public land,
or private land with permission from the owner(s), and we
abide by the local laws concerning vehicle registration and
muffler/spark arrester requirements. We are not responsible
for quality of aftermarket accessories we use.

DIRT BIKE Magazine (ISSN 0364-1546), November '90, is published monthly by Daisy/Hi-Torque
Publishing Company, Inc., with editorial offices at 10600 Sepulveda Bivd., Mission Hills, CA 91345,
Subscriptions $15.98 for 12 issues (one year). Canada add $5 per year, and all other foreign add
$6 per year for additional postage. Copyright ©1990 by Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Company,
I Inc. All rights reserved. Nothing in this magazine may be reprinted in whole or in part, by mimeo-
graph or any other means, without the express permission of the publisher. Contributors: Photo-
graphic submissions must be 5x7 or 8x10 glossy black and white, or 35mm and larger color
slides. Please mark each photo with owner’s name and address. Manuscripts should be type-
written. Unsolicited contributions, manuscripts, photographs and illustrations must be accom-
panied by a stamped, self-addressed envelope. Unless special arrangements are made in advance,
all published material becomes the sole property of Daisy/Hi-Torque Publishing Company, Inc.
The publisher does not assume responsibility for unsolicited material. Second class postage paid
at San Fernando, CA 91340, and at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address
changes to DIRT BIKE Magazine, PO. Box 9502, Mission Hills, CA 91395-9502. Printed in USA.

y | \ § @)

18 SUZUKI RM125
A different kind of sticker shock

30 YAMAHA WR200 & WRS500
You knew. We knew. Now Yamaha delivers.

32 HONDA CR500R
Finally, mortals can ride Open class

36 ATK 406
Simplicity was never so complex

74 KTM 250MX
What’s ‘“‘Mint Condition’’ really mean?

{
[
yl1 N

12 WILD & WOOLLY AT WASHOUGAL
National 125s: not for rookies only

56 THE FIVE FASTEST MEN IN AMERICA
Tall tales from the top 250-class riders

\ ) \ \ ¢ \
1~
n

21 UNLOCKING THE RM125
Secrets even the factory doesn’t know

40 THE TRUTH ABOUT COUNTERSHAFT
BRAKES Pros and cons from the pros

76 AUSTRIAN CUSTOMS
Tips for a well-behaved KTM 250MX

35 OFF-ROAD WITH THE CR500R
Firing Honda’s big gun in the desert

46 DIRT BIKE’S DUAL-SPORT SCALE
Rating the 350-t0-650cc D/S bikes

62 INSIDE THE ISDE DR350s
Suzuki’s battle plan for taking Sweden

70 PROFESSOR HANNAH ON ENDUROS
You’re never too fast to learn

8 FROM THE SADDLE

10 CHECKPOINT

12 BITS & PIECES

16 RIDERS WRITE

82 MR. KNOW-IT:ALL

94 RICK’S PITBOARD e b e

98 NEW PRODUCTS e
102 CRASH & BURN Cover.design by DeWest; sepvaarﬁtai;nFs“m

NOVEMBER 1990 / DIRT BIKE 7



, J ust seven races, the 250 National series
“eJ goes by in a flash compared to the 17-
event 250 supercross season. There’s not
much time for strategizing, building mo-
mentum or recovering. The fast pace nar-
rows down to one or two key moments for
each of the top five. For some, their moment
made the difference that launched them into
one of the enviable top-five spots. Here’s
what the top five motocrossers in the coun-
try had to say about their 1990 seasons.
JEFF STANTON
NATIONAL 250 MOTOCROSS CHAMP
““‘Southwick was the turning point in my
season. I knew I had to get some points on
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Wardy—he’d been catching me all season. |
hadn’t had a good race up to that point and
time was running out so I knew I had to win.
I made up my mind to do it and 1 did. With
that behind me, I knew winning the cham-
pionship wasn’t going to be a problem.”
“JEFF WARD, SECOND PLACE
*“There were a few points in the season
that stand out, not all in‘a good way. My
DNEF at Gainesville hurt my season a lot.
I didn’t expect to start off having to close
a big points gap. Then, when Ricky went

out with igj%g;;es, there were really only one
or two guys who could take points from
Stanton. When I fell at Hangtown and came
from the back of the pack to win, it was a
big confidence-builder. That was probably
the big moment. I was on a roll from that
point. I had the points lead after Red Bud,
then right before Southwick 1 woke up with
tendinitis. I couldn’t believe it; I just woke
up one morning with pain in my wrists so
bad I could hardly move them. The season
really didn’t happen the way”fﬁd planned.’”’



1990 250 MO"'OGRSS SERIES wRAP

MINUTES THAT GHANGED HISTORY

America’s 5 fastest motocrossers describe their seasons

MIKE LaROCCO, THIRD PLACE
““Southwick was really important in my
season. This was my first 250 outdoor sea-*

- son but I really felt I could win it as long as

1 kept pushing. You’ve got to keep your mo-
tivation going from the supercross season.
1didn’t put my starts together like I wanted

- to for the first races but I was riding well

otherwise, so I gota bunch of fourths early
in the season. It bothered me, but I knew
I had the speed. It was always Jeff [Stan-
ton], Jeff [Ward], Damon [Bradshaw] and
me up there. Anyway, I was looking to make

By the Staff of DIRT BIKE

my mark at Southwick. It’s a rough track
that separates the good riders from the really
_.800d ongs. 1 had some trouble with starts
" in both motos and still got a second, but I
really wanted to win=Erom there, I could see
I wasn’t going to finish the series as well as
I would have liked, but it felt pretty good
to be solidly in the top five.’
DAMON BRADSHAW, FOURTH PLACE
“‘For me, getting injured in the 250 super-
cross season set me back. I wasn’t as men-
tally prepared after that happened. I knew
Wardy and Stanton were going to be tough
and I needed to keep a strong mental edge

to beat them. There were a couple of cases
where I didn’t do as well as:I could have be-.
cause I was sizing up the race in the first mo-
tos. Once I knew how much I needed to turn
it up, I’d win the second moto, like at Ax-
ton and Mt. Morris. I was all set to do the
same thing at Troy and I wound up high-
siding, and then I got hit in the head with
a footpeg and a couple of guys ran over me.
Next thing I know, I'min a helicopter. My
neck and back were pretty bruised but I’'m
fine now. Next year there should be less over-
lap in the supercross and motocross sched-
ules and that’s going to help me prepare bet-
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Jeif Ward won four of the seven 250 Na-
tionals in an effort to come back from a
DNF at the season opener.

At times it seemed the only rider who
could slow down Damon Bradshaw was
Damon Bradshaw. Ray Sommo (34) was
just one of the riders who shared Brad-
shaw'’s lines unexpectedly during the
season.
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Karl Ockert
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Injuries put Johnny O’Mara’s 250 season
on hold until half the events had passed.

O’Mara’s strong finishes toward the sea-
son’s end pulled him into the top five.

Getting the job done: Jeff Stanton had a
winless season until Southwick, a race he
needed to win. Despite winning the cham-
pionship, Stanton was less than pleased
with his overall performance and the con-
sistency of his finishes.




ter mentally for both, and I’ve got a little
more experience, so I know I’ll be more sat-
isfied with my season next year.”’

JOHNNY O’MARA, FIFTH PLACE

‘‘Breaking my toes in the first moto at
Hangtown changed my season more than I
realized at the moment it happened. I fin-
ished the moto, but when I got off the bike
I knew things were pretty serious. I’d hit a
rock and the impact broke my toes and
crushed the rock so bad it exploded. It took
six weeks to recover from that. I like to think
more about the last three Nationals. I got
my speed back and got some respectable
moto finishes, so I’m going to try to carry
that momentum into the 500s.”’ []

Mike LaRocco put his Suzuki in the thick
of what many thought would be a Honda-
Kawasaki battle. He finished the season in
third place. »

Gainesville, FL Hangtown, CA Axton, VA High Point, PA  Buchanan, Mi Southwick, MA  Troy, OH FINAL POINTS

Karl Ockert

1. Johnson (H) .. .J. Ward (K) . . . .. J. Ward (K)...... Bradshaw (Y) ....J. Ward (K)...... Stanton (H)...... J.Ward (K)...... Stanton (H) 301
2. Stanton (H) ... Stanton (H) .. ... Bradshaw (Y)....J. Ward (K)...... Bradshaw (Y) . ... LaRocco (S). . ... Stanton (H). ... .. J. Ward (K) 294
3. Tichenor (S). . .Dubach (Y)..... Stanton (H). ... .. Stanton (H). .. ... Stanton (H). .. ... J. Ward (K)...... [ESWardi(S)is: 00 LaRocco (S) 237
4. LaRocco (S). . . LaRocco (S) . . . . Tichenor (S) . . . .. LaRocco (S).. ... O’'Mara (K) . .. ... O'Mara (K)...... LaRocco (S) . . . . . Bradshaw (Y) 215
5. Dubach (Y). .. .Fisher (K)...... LaRocco (S). . ... O’'Mara (K) . ..... L. Ward (S)...... L. Ward (S)...... O’'Mara (K) . ..... O’Mara (K) 196
6. Bradshaw (Y)..Matson (S) .. ... Fisher (K)....... L. Ward (S)...... Dubach (Y)......Fisher (K)....... Fisher (K)....... L. Ward (S) 188
7. O'Mara (K) . . . . Andrews (S) . ... Dowd (K)........ Dubach (Y)...... Fisher (K)....... Dowd (K)........ Johnson (H) ... .. Fisher (K) 177
8. Andrews (S) . . . Waddington (K)..L. Ward (S). ... .. Tichenor (S). . ... Bowen (S)....... Sommo (S)...... Matson (S) . ... .. Dubach (Y) 160
9. L. Ward (S) ... Pestana (S).. ... Lawrence (Y) . ... Fisher (K)....... Tichenor (S) . . . .. McCann (K) . . ... Bowen (S)....... Tichenor (S) 136
10. McElroy (S) ... O’'Mara (K) . . . .. Andrews (S) . . ... Bowen (S)....... Carson (S) ...... Dubach (Y)...... Bradshaw (Y) . . . . Johnson (H) 97
*H=Honda, K=Kawasaki, S=Suzuki, Y=Yamaha.

*Finance prog ered throu A thrbugh participatini deale on am ! iefformm‘lqtedeiails,v' |
hange e, For o fre s Box 7055, No. Hollywood, CA 916097055,
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