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Water-cooled threat
HONDA XR200 ENDURO
Refining the mid-size thumper
SUZUKI PE250

Grunt aplenty

MONTESA 414

Alive and kicking

FEATURES

760 MAICO

The biggest two-stroke single in the world
SIDEHACKS

Three-wheeled lunacy

LEGALUPDATE

Arizona message

COMPETITION

24 FOUR-STROKE CHAMPIONSHIPS
Hansen hauls
RACE OF THE AMERICAS
Holley dominates in Guatemala

TECHNICAL

RMB80 FIX-UP

Easy tricks for an old ‘80
32 ITYAMAHA TRICKERY
Gettin’ ready for battle
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Save big bucks and squeeze easy

46 CLUTCH CURES
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0 For young riders Who want to win, Power Reed engine: Full Floater suspension: Leading axle air forks: ‘ . Pt = [|\_/I ; SSt_(I%_r(I; \g/ [tgr::(e three-day tire change
nd/ng the 1982 RM-80 is the way to do For 1982, it has improved The} most effective rear suspension Offers smoother, surer man- f § : : 3 sl
it. The reason: It’s built like the big RMs. power throughout the available. Keeps you straight and euvering through the rough- | b O SR ) ) L 13 OBT-'r-nSSE;GV D PIECES

A little of this and a little of that
10 MISTER KNOW-IT-ALL
Dribble from Menlo Park
12 RIDERS WRITE
Yes, they do
14 newprODUCTS
Spend, spend, spend
| | W , 74 CcRASHAND BURN
E ey . - Ta\ ; Diving for dollars

The RM-80 is all nevt. Start with : powerband. . smooth like no other. est corners and whoops.
improved engine performance. Add a Full /1 v - o o
Floater suspension, leading-axle air forks, A ’h"
box-type swing arm, straight-pull hubs, and ~ *" & ¥
AMA number plates. Subtract a few pounds. * wmm. Ao
The result is the most competitive '
80cc motocrosser in its class. 3 / /A
The 1982 RM-80 is a winner. Go for it! ‘-/
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On the cover: — David Bailey at work on the all-new ‘82 KX water-cooler. Photo by
Rick Sieman.




THE BARCELONA

MONTESA 414G MOTOCROSSER

BERMSHOT EXPRESS!

t’s been almost four years since Dirt

Bike has tested a Montesa of any
sort. Forty-eight months. Sort of
makes you wonder what and why. Has
the Spanish motorcycle industry fallen
that far behind? Have all of the bikes
become dated? Noncompetitive? Or is
there still something stirring in the fac-
tories of Barcelona and Madrid?

To satisfy our curiosity, we received,
for a test, a brand-new Montesa 414-
VG motocrosser from Cosmopolitan
Motors, the United States distributors.

It was delivered to us at Indian
Dunes and immediately drew a crowd
of curious onlookers.

“What is that thing?”’ ‘‘Wow,
haven’t seen one of those for a long
time.”’ ‘“What’ll she do?’’ ‘‘Looks
spiffy; isit fast?”’

We were curious, too, so we suited
up for a few warm-up laps. The bike
needed rejetting badly, so we pulled
into the pits and delved into .the in-
nards of the massive, 40mm Bing carb
to sort things out.

Getting the bike to run clean was
fairly straightforward. We leaned the
pilot jet way down and moved the
needle down to full lean. The 185 main
was left alone for break-in, then
switched to a 180. This demanded that
we move the needle back to the center
position. You’ll have to experiment
for your local area, as a 20-degree
drop in temperature can require a
change in the carburetion.

Anyway, after an hour or so, we had
the 414VG running as crisp and clean-
ly as it was ever going to run with a
Bing carb.

FACTS, FIGURES, ODDITIES
AND DETAILS

First off, the Montesa 414 is a four-
speed. Oddly enough, the only other
bike on the market sharing that trait is
the Honda 450 motocrosser. Some
things stand out about the 414:

e The top speed, with stock gearing, is
about the same as a 125 motocrosser
—in the 55- to 58-mph range.

e It turns sharper and with more pre-
cision than any other 1981 bike
we’veridden.

e The suspension is not right. Those

Marzocchi forks are on the harsh
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Searching for another
gearin Valencia

The 414 was an easy bike to move around
on. At first, the ultra-firm saddle feels
uncomfortable, but when riding, itisn’t
noticeable. Pirelli tires hooked up well
on hard-packed surfaces, but they
slithered around in sand.

side and need work to feelin the
ballpark.

e Dated Corte & Cosso shocks with
remote reservoirs are hooked to a
wide and sturdy swingarm. Too
much compression and too little
rebound damping were our initial
impressions.

e That kickstarter is quite possibly
the most gruesome device ever
foisted off on the dirt bike world,
rivaled only by a Greeves with
grease on the shaft.

e Even though the bike is down on

power compared to the current crop -

of superbikes, the power is correct
and very useable.

e It’s an easy bike toride and you can
turn competitive lap times, once you
get over being last in the first turn.

e The thing hooks up and refuses to
slide, slip out or slither through the
most severe S-turns imaginable.

e Layout of the 414 is correct and our
test riders adapted easily. Theinitial
feel is odd, with a very stiff saddle
and a forward seating position being
the most natural. After ten minutes
of riding, the testers were able to
relax and the position became
‘“‘normal.’’

By the Staff of Dirt Bike

e It’sdown on power for an open bike
and, in fact, it feels more like a
nicely powered 250.

e Shifting through the gears takes a
deliberate prod on the oddly
shaped lever. Brakes at both ends
were smooth and chatter-free,
even when cramping them all the
way home for a panic stop.

FIRST IMPRESSIONS

Because of the mild power delivery,
one gets the feeling of not going very
fast. This is deceptive. Even though
the Montesa will not win any drag
races to the first turn, it can turn good
lap times on a tight and twisty track.
That is, if the track is not overly rough
and there are no long straights on it.
On the Indian Dunes International
track (in Valencia, California), we
were constantly looking for another
gear on the back straight. As delivered,
most properly geared 125s have a high-
er top speed than the414.

With a properly spaced gearbox and
a super-strong motor, a four-speed
Open class motocrosser can work.
Many works bikes have only four
speeds. Often, this is achieved by simp-
ly eliminating fifth gear in a standard
gearbox and changing the gearing in
the primary or secondary drive.

On the Montesa, first gear is very
tall and fourth is too close to first,
leaving, in effect, a close-ratio four-
speed. It’s possible to gear the 414 for
a greater top speed, but then you’d
have to resort to slipping the clutch in
low gear on tight corners. As it was, we
had to use low a few times on the small
Dunes course. On most other big bikes,
second gear will do the job on the tight-
est corners conceivable, and third will
often work just fine.

TURNING IMPRESSIONS

Some initial disappointment went
away once we found out how the Mon-
tesa worked in the turns. Simply put, it
was the sharpest-turning machine we
have ridden this year. .. by a long shot.
There was nothing magical in the rake
and trail—that we could find—and
while the Pirelli tires were good, they
weren’t the whole answer. Finally, the
official Dirt Bike tape measure (ac-
curate to plus or minus .001 furlong)
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MONTESA 414G

gave us a clue. With only a 56-inch
wheelbase, the VG is as short as bikes
of the mid-1970s. When combining
this short wheelbase with alow ground
clearance of 12.9 inches, it helps the
turning. Still, that tallish 39-inch
saddle height gives the rider the feeling
that he’ll topple over if the bike is
leaned too far.

Whatever made the Montesa turn as
well asit did must be a combination of
many small things all working together,
because none of the things we men-
tioned can, by themselves, make that
much difference. As long as the cor-
ners weren’t all chopped up and
bumpy, the 414 could literally be rid-
den through with an almost crazy aban-

don. Just find the right gear, scream
the engine and pitch that sucker in
there. When it did start to break loose,
the rear end would go first, only a little
bit at a time. The front end would only
break loose whenthe bars were cranked
fully to the locks, then the front tire
would gently wiggle outward. Perfect-
ly balanced and very easy to control.

Problems were encountered when
the turns were rough, but the hassles
were not related to the chassis; rather,
it was the result of mediocre suspen-
sion. .. front and rear.

FOLLOW THE BOUNCING
IMPRESSIONS

At the rear end, you’ll find, basical-
ly, a set of two-year-old Corte & Cosso
remote reservoir shocks. These units
delivered a harsh ride, even though
they came with the preload set at the

LUBRICATION ............. Oilin gas, pre-mix
RECOMMENDEDOIL ..... Castrol Super T.T./
Bardahl VBA 20:1

OILCARACITY, Wl b N/A
AIRFILTRATION ... Oiled foam in still air box
CLUTNCH TYPE. i bt i Wet, multi-plate

TRANSMISSION . .. .. Four-speed, left side shift
GEARBOX RATIOS:
1

................................... 1.833
2 i e G T R 1.428
< il anen ol Bt A 1.125
e e R VS .94
GEARING, FRONT/REAR
IGNITION ............ Motoplat, CDI 96001941

PRIMARYKICKSYSTEM? ............... No
RECOMMENDED SPARK PLUG. . . .Bosch270
SILENCER/SPARK ARRESTOR/

QUALIIV Gl Silencer only, fairly quiet
EXHAUSTSYSTEM ... High-pipe, rightside exit
FRAME, TYPE ....Double downtube, full cradle

NAMEAND MODEL.......... Montesa414VG WHEELBASE ........... 56.0 inches (1426mm)
ENGINETYPE ...... Single-cylinder, two-stroke, GROUND CLEARANCE . . .12.9inches (330mm)
piston port SEATHEIGHT ........... 39.0inches (395mm)
BOREANDSTROKE............ 88mmx68mm WEIGHTWITH ONE GALLONGAS. ... .. 247.5
DISPLACEMENT .. |2 i i 413.5¢cc pounds
HORSEPOWER |15 S b iiiosaiinFs, N/A RIMMATERIAL .............. Aluminum alloy
CARBURETION ......... 40mm Bing, type54-2  TIRESIZEAND TYPE: e
FACTORY RECOMMENDED JETTING: ERONT it e 3.00x21 Pirelli
RAATNCSER i R ey 186 REAR g Cleilin i 5.00x17 Pirelli
NEEDUELET W e e e am el 286 SUSPENSION, TYPEAND TRAVEL:
WETNEEDUE e s ) No. G3 ERO N il Marzocchi Telescopics,
PILOTER U s tsha e el 50 11.5inches travel
SLIDENUNBER! R e 23 REAR (/s i Corte & Cos1$g§ho|::ks, withI
COMMENDED GASOLINE . . ... .. Premium, swingarm, 11.5inches trave
REROMIY 00 i St INTENDEDUSE .. ..\ Motocross
LTANKCAPACITY .......... 2.12 gall OUNTRYOFORIGIN................. Spain
ol @ ltors) | RETAILPRICE, APPROX. .. ... .. 1.0 $2699
FUEL TANKMATERIAL. ........... Fiberglass ~ DISTRIBUTOR:

Cosmopolitan Motors Inc.,
Jacksonville and Meadowbrook Roads
Hatboro, Pennsylvania 19040
(215)672-9100
PARTS PRICES, HIGH-WEAR ITEMS:
PISTON ASSEMBLY, COMPLETE .. .$63.70
RINGS ONLY i el b i
GYLINDERG i i s v
SHIET LEVER Alia il ;
BRAKEPEDAL........ 000000
FRONT SPROCKET
OVERALLRATING,0TO 100, VARIOUS
CATEGORIES, KEEPING INTENDED USE OF
MACHINE INMIND:

HANDULING s tiiehsts iy 92
SUSPENSION i s i i 88
ROWEBR et it i 4 82
COST by TR 80
ATTENTIONTODETAIL . ............... 80
EFFECTIVENESS, STONESTOCK ....... 82
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softest slot. While they worked reason-
ably well on the smoother, less de-
manding tracks, whoops simply slayed
them. Here, the combination of the
short wheelbase and oversprung
shocks made for a miserable ride. The
rear end would pogo straight up when
any sort of a square bump was hit.
And if the bike was not perfectly ver-
tical through the whoops, a vicious
side-hop reared its head now and then.
Weslipped on a set of Fox shocks that
we had in the Dirt Bike shop—just as
an experiment. They improved the
rear end by exactly a million percent.
Up front, we diddled around with a
few oils in the Marzocchi forks, but we
eventually lost interest. At best, this
particular type of Zokes delivered pain-
fully average performance. We ended
up with five-weight oil and no airinthe

Black, wrinkle-finned engine has small-
ish barrel. Forty-millimeter Bing carb
feeds the gas to the non-reeded engine.
Every time we ran the bike hard and hot,
we got midrange detonation. Rejetting
to the point of blubbering reduced, but
didn‘t completely eliminate, this pinging.

are mounted far forward and are really
vertical. They felt harsh, even though
the preload was set on full soft. A neat
hanger holds the left reservoir behind
theshock, but the right mount allows
the hose to make contact with the tail-
pipe and the muffler.

legs. The manual recommends 8 psi of
air, but we found this very harsh. We

raised the oil level a bit over what the

manual called for, adding 35cc’s more

oil than the 365cc’s called for. With

the Foxes at the rear, and oil change up

front, our VG then took the bumps in

areasonable manner. With thosestock

shocks at the rear, it could not be rid-
den aggressively on a fairly rough

track.

BITS AND PIECES

Here and there, you can find some
neat engineering on the Montesa.
Cable adjusters are rubber covered
but can be worked without pulling
back the rubber covers. The air box is
roomy and well protected, with a
simple strap arrangement holding
everything in place.

The kickstarter setup had to be
rated gruesome. If you didn’t have a
nearby crate, it was almost impossible
to place your right instep properly
over the starting lever. And it took a
fast and snappy kick to get the fire lit.
Not the ideal thing for a dead-engine
start. There’s no primary kickstarting,
which means that you have to hunt for
neutral if you stall the bike during a
race.

There are no decent guides on the
front brake cable and it’ll bend into
the knobs once in a while.

Brakes were slightly mushy feeling
but would haul the bike down from
speed with no fuss.

At 241.25 pounds with no gas in the
tank, the Montesa is not a light bike.

Styling left us with mixed emotions:
flashbacks of the late ’60s and early
’>70s, combined with bits of ’80s
technology.

LASTING IMPRESSIONS

Right now, you have to be asking
yourself the musical question: How
does it stack up? After all, there are a
lot of trick, big-inch bikes out this year.
Before we answer that, consider this
for a moment. The Montesa 414VG
sells for right about $2700 plus tax and
title. It’s in the same price range as the
Husky, Maico and KTM, which is a
very exclusive country club.

This means that you would have to
truly value that small edge in corner-
ing the Montesa offers. Because, in
every other department, these other
European bikes have the 414 beat,
hands down. Then consider that
several excellent Japanese racers sell
for anywhere from $500-$700 less.

Still, a handful of motocrossers will
buy a 414 this year, mostly out of
brand loyalty or the urge to ride some-
thing different. Well, it isdifferent. []
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O'NEAL LOGO TEE SHIRT —
Our most popular Tee Shirt, Adult and Kids sizes:
S5 ML XL, $7.95

FACTORY STICKER KIT —
15 of the hottest stickers around .

TEAM STICKER KIT —
1 Large, 2 Medium. 2 Small per kit
$3.25 Specify team desired.

O’NEAL TANK STICKERS -

Yam. '77-80 - $5.25; Yam. ‘81

$6.50; Suz ‘80 - $8.50; Suz. ‘81 -

$3.25 $7.95; Honda Wing - $4.25; Kaw, -
$7.95: Mai. - $7.95.

O'NEAL TEAM WALLETS —

Available in Team Honda. Yamaha,

Suzuki, Kawasaki and O'Neal.
$7.95 O'Neal

TEAM VISOR STICKERS —
Available in Honda. Yamaha. Suzuki.
Kawasaki. Maico,

Husqvarna and

TEAM CROSS BAR PADS —
Nylon and Velcro. Team Honda,
Yamaha. Suzuki, Kawasaki, Maico.

[l MASTER CHARGE

Husky: Can-Am and O'Neal

Rl $5095
O’NEAL DISTRIBUTING INC. MXA
9555 OWENSMOUTH AVENUE e CHATSWORTH, CALIFORNIA 91311 e (213

VA" | IN CALIFORNIA SEE YOUR LOCAL O’NEAL DEALER

1] VISA

QTY. DESCRIPTION

) 998-i049
[] MONEY ORDER

PRICE

TOTAL
NAME
ADDRESS CITY
STATE ZIP PHONE
VISA ORM.C.# EXPIRES

Send Cashiers Check, Money Order Or Use Visa Or Master Charge. (Miminum $10 on Visa or Master Charge).
Freight Included. (No C.0.D.). Foreign Orders prepay in U.S. Currency, add 10% Shipping Fee. J

BOB HANNAH'S
Cycle AM MX fenders

Front$17.95 Rear$15.95
SCOTT GOGGLES...
Standard lens $13.95
Lexanlens $15.95

Over glasses $16.95

(all factory colors)

Christmas Special

DUNLOP K190 TIRES
Special dimpled knobs provide
excellent traction under most
conditions. 360x14 $22.95 e

410x14 $27.95°410x18 $36.95
® 510x17 $45.95510x18

$47.95.

(LOW PRICE GUARANTEE) If you beat our prices, we'll send you the difference
in CASH e Younameit...we've gotit® Free freightonorders over $30® TOLL FREE
ORDER LINE 1-800-325-9915 ¢ COD, money order, Master Charge or Visa.

GARY SURDYKE CYCLE PRODUCTS
2206 Truman ® Crystal City e MO ¢ 63019 ¢ Send $1 for stickers.




