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TRAIL RE-TREAD

ln today’s world of off-road riding,
a bike must constantly go through
changes each year in order to keep up
with the sport. One of the main reas-
ons for factory riders and professional-
level competition is to develop and
shape the motorcycle. With an amaz-
ing amount of energy going into R&D,
the ones that can’t or won’t—refine
their equipment quickly find them-
selvesin the dark ages.

Can-Am introduced no new motor-
cycles in 1981. Their bikes were so
close to the ’80s, in fact, that they
basically stagnated for an entire year.
For 1982, they’re bringing out a whole
new lineup of qualifiers. The bikes
look different, appearancewise, but
just how bad did that year off hurt
them?

STYLING—DON’T ASK!
One of the first things you’ll notice

about the Can-Am s its appearance. If -

it was a girl, you’d expect it to bark.
We’re talking ugly. (But we’ve tested
ugly bikes before that worked great.)
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The gas tank is rather large and orange.
It’s changed from previous years, the
capacityis up to 3.4 gallons.

A new headlight/numberplate now
resides up top. The spacey unit has a
rectangular light that shines directly
on the front fender. The front fender
is also a new item. Frankly, we liked
the older model much better. While it
is heavily troughed, vented in the back
and very wide up front, it has to be one
of the most loathsome, grisly units we
have ever seen. Besides being unsightly,
the thing is too short and allows mud
to flick directly onto your goggles.

Suspension has been updated at the
rear. An aluminum arm and Ohlin
shocks replace the Girling setup. Up
front the forks are the same 35mm
Marzocchis as before. Also, the en-
gine is the much-raved-about rotary
valve Rotax motor that’s always been
an industry standard. This year, the
Bing carb has been dropped in favor of
aMikuni.

Moving to the aft section, there’s a

nice numberplate combo rear fender
with a little enduro-legal taillight.
Right below hangs a contorted pipe
and an oversized muffler/spark ar-
rester that requires special bracing to
hold it in place.

MOTIVATION BY ROTARY

Not much bad can be said about the
Can-Am motor. The rotary-valved,
six-speeder works. Comparing it to the
’81 PE and IT Yamaha showed that
the C-A was both faster and pulled
stronger down low. The stock gearing
is just right for moderate woods work.
A drop to a 14-tooth countershaft
sprocket would make it ideal for the
really tight stuff.

A well-spaced transmission lets the
Qualifier get through and around near-
ly all obstacles, including some pretty
serious uphills. Shifting works best
when the clutch is used; it’s definitely
not ‘‘buttery smooth.”’

ONE DEGREE TOO FAR

Although the Can-Am’s rake can be
altered with different steering cones, in



There are no sidepanels to cover up the
top shock mounts, coils and tubes in the
middle of the bike.

stock form, the 30 degrees doesn’t cut
it. Previous models had it set at 29—an
acceptable figure. The ’82 is an un-
forgiving turner, making the rider stay
way forward and use both body and
throttle position constantly in order to
negotiate the terrain.

Most dealers should have the cones
in stock to change the rake. While you
are there, better buy a new front
fender. The stocker won’t fit with the
forks pulled back. In fact, it barely
clears the downtube as it is. Mechanic-
ally and cosmetically, these changes
will help.

Front-end travel is a little under 11
inches—just right for the majority of
us. The 35mm Marzocchis actually
work pretty well. They keep the front
tire on the ground with a decent damp-
ing action. Although the forks were
smallish in size, flexing wasn’t a prob-
blem. On a larger, heavier bike, the
forks would be grim; on the 175 they
get the job done.

The rear end of the bike got the big-
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The shocks are very similar to Husky's in
their Iayout Dunlops provide good trac-
tion in most terrain.

gest changes. Completely redesigned
geometry, swingarm and shocks are
the highlights. A huge aluminum
swingarm replaces the small tubular
units of the past. It appears to be the
same item that the works riders were
testing in 1981. With a system that
looks very similar to the Husky’s, the
shocks are mounted on the outside of
the swingarm. They are canted well for-
ward and actually angle in up top like
the Swedish bikes. Heim joints are
used both top and bottom on the piggy-
back Ohlins. It looks like a nice setup,
but there was way too much rebound
damping in the shocks, for our tastes.
In a succession of bumps, they would
pack up and become useless rather
quickly.

For anything other than woods work,
it was hard to evaluate the suspension.
Although the Can-Am is longish (58.4
inches), the stability was severely ham-
pered by the poor-working rear end.

FUEL TANK CAPACITY

'HEIGH
'STEERING HEAD ANGLE (RAKE) .
RAIL .. 153mm (6 inches)

TIRE SIZE AND TYPE:

FUEL TANK MATERIAL
LUBRICATION ... ... .. . FRONT .............. 3.00 x 21 Dunlop K-139
RECOMMENDED OIL od gi ' REAR.. ... = 4.10 x 18 Dunlop K-88
OILCAPACITY . . ... . ......Onequart SUSPENSlON TYPEAND TRAVEL:
AIRFILTRATION . KN /with foam ROV, ... 270mm
CLUTCHTYPE . .. .. - Flve»plate oilbath REAR ............................ 270mm
TRANSMISSION . . ................ Six-speed INTENDEDUSE ............. Enduro, off-road
GEARBOX RATIOS: - COUNTRYOFORIGIN ............... Canada
.................................. 3.40:1 RETAILPRICE, APPROX ..............$1799
2 ................................. 2311 DISTRIBUTOR:
= 1.68:1 Bombardier Corporation
Galislln 4505 West Superior Street
. . 1.085:1
5 .. 0.913:1
GEARING, FRONT/REAR ............. 15/44
IGNITION . .. ... ... . . Bosch CDI
PRIMARY KICK SYSTEM? ... ........... Yes
RECOMMENDED SPARK
PLUG | .. . Champion B8ES
SILENCER/SPARKARRESTER/
QUALILY. . .. Quiet, very heavy
EXHAUST SYSTEM ........ Through the frame
FRAME, TYPE ... . . ... . .Tubular chromoly

T 37.7 inches (958mm
.30 degrees

WE|GHTWITH ONE GALLON
GAsS. . - 224 pounds, dry
IM MATERIAL .................. Aluminum

Duluth, Minnesota 55806

OVERALL RATING,0TO 100, VARIOUS
CATEGORIES, KEEPING INTENDED USE OF
MACHINE IN MIND:

HANDLING: ... ... . 84
SUSPENSION .. ... .. o 82
POWER ... .. 0 94
ecosSe. .. 90
ATTENTIONTODETAIL ................ 80
EFFECTIVENESS, STONESTOCK ... ... 80

David Riley
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Dave Mungenasts FEEPEr e R ERHEE 5

5“\"‘ On name brand =
e Tires, Parts & -
Accessories
R ORDER TOLL FREE
WEQ@[ J@MIBHEIB% — HoOr E
. CALL TULL FREE! [ Husqvarna -
ail -800-325-9961 mAICO g
%*
FREE SHIPPING G g
’ UL RO L DR e fh?ﬂ 4 “call for prices* |
. we Rebuild oHLINS [l
B Shocks! ]
=  KNOBBY TIRES | -
H ' DUNLOP K-190 ; gleNUBBY TIHES our price =
unlop
: SCOTT
HELMET. (G014 R G0 i Radia/ s $54.95
= Ll S e S NI s3005 183 butyrate lens ... 1295 [
D s ae st Gy ; g #89 Series R
Mini Moto . . ... $68.! Ol R TR Lexan
Mini Cross ........$4805 460-18.....853.. .. #87 Lexan
yTag [ R ... $63. AR LBl B EL— (glaSSES) PRt S
Todf 'S.t ..... bty i e e FaCequand e
Star i ar - 909. ey Also great prices on Jones
. 100-187%. 20650, 2 0 TOLALIBIRIORMANCE CALL FOR PRICES!
. ’?Igg:;s ’ 00- MC-1+ 2 cyl. Racing JERSEYS .
. MX or lubricant 12 0z. ..... $2.79  HALLMAN
.$59.....851.95 Fork Oil with “Seal Swell” All team
| E"dfm 67N CHTER S aatenmgost e $195  colors
] L Q“\ DUNLUP K-139 Chain Lube 18 0z, $14.95 ¥
$117.95 N our price aerosol ............ $349 NYLON b
. ;’»:iﬁ%;‘l.:an 3‘00421 ..... {is6an e $55.95 Foam Filter oil 1 pt. .. $2.19 :
Sreds i e ., EXP Motor oil 1 qt. 10-60W, MX PANTS i
| HI-POINT “RED DOT” 1ow4o, 15W40, HALLMAN \
B MXL ... $99.95 31002111 SRR $43.95 20W50 ............. $2.49  All team colors ||
— 100/90-18 .. $47:95 Gear oil 80W, 85W, 90hypoid, §74.95 B
. = 40185 e $48.95 g5W/140hypoid . . ... $3.49 :
4.50-18 (4ply only) .. $4895 GK-1 Ultrahigh RPM ]
| v 5.00-18 (4ply only) .. $50.95 2 cyl oil 1pt....... $4.39 =
Contact-Cleaner
] e METZLER S 0 $3.49 B
. S BTN SRRIEOR 0.95 Degreaser & Engine Cleaner
MXL Bermbuster ... $19.95 3.25-21............. 88385 “qgo, 7 $3.29 =
. HitPojnits T h e $27.95 100/90-18 . - 85395 \aterproof Grease
N ElACLLMAN gloves 110/90-18 .......... $6295 15 o7 tub $2.59 |
eCoster ........... $16.95 150/80-18 ... .. 87295 CALL for our SPECIAL y
I Poc §2595 5.0017............. $7495 casampices =
JreTUEEERGRE EmEmmmmmmEmemE FaANNY PAK TOOL BAG W
[ Dirt Bike Hg.. 6820 Gravois, St. Louis, Mo. 63116 Malcolm Smit ANCRA TIEDOWNS -
Oty ~ Description/size/color Price ea. Total $13.95 $12.95
[ | O v 7; B Ceatner QF%!SHgavy duty B
R Y AR R A 53595 : B
| enclose: O Mo. Order O Cert. Check
. :h;easnche;kv(al\c:: 3::)(5 Iﬂ:ecaﬂd Mo. res. add 6% Sale?olya;l l - Dave Mungenast S DIHT BIKE HUS @ =
s LR 6820 Gravois, St. Louis, Mo. 63116
A ntNb 3= e VExptDatetree T Te B AT
i o ) (R B g T T Mo. Call 1-314-351-1886
- when ordering state make. model. year of bike. and .
I e o DRV ey N, R colors and sizes desired.
ity/State/Zip i DBI Prices and specifications subject to change. ,

*Free freight Only 48 Continental U S.
fmm e o s L JINENEEEEEEEEEE

Please attach, in this space, the label from a
recent issue to ensure proper address cor-
rections.

Mail to:

DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE
Subscription Dept.
P.0.Box 317
Encino, California 91316

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
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We took off the stock front fender and
replaced it with a Gold Belt DeFender.
Here the “General” models and races the
stocker.

BITS AND PIECES

The new gas tank leaked. Not up at
the cap, or the petcock, but under-
neath at the mounts. After several at-
tempts to cure it...none successful...
we rode with sewage constantly drip-
ping onto the pipe and motor.

Seating position, bars and levers are
fine. The throttle is the same archaic
unit of years past; an inline type would
much better fit the bill.

There are no sidepanels on the bike.
While this doesn’t affect how the bike
works, it does hamper the looks. Coils,
tubes, wiring and other apparatus that
were laying around made it look un-
finished.

Finally, the Can-Am has decent
tires. The Dunlop K-139 and the K-88
rear are far superior to the old Sport
Seniors.

The final drive train has been re-up-
dated. Can-Am is back to the good
Regina Gold chain and they have a de-
luxe guide to help keep it on the
sprockets.

THE END

Sorry to say, but because of Can-
Am’s refusal to evolve, their bikes are
outdated and unrefined. With the com-
petition being what it is (KDX, PE
Floater, etc.) the good motor won’t
pull the C-A up to the top. [J



