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closer to Liwv Ullman.

A note of rationality. Old ed. X was
obviously taken with the CCM'’s
appearance; he was even heard to say
that if by leaving his wife he could
afford one, he would pack tomorrow.
Other staffers and testers were on the
whole less enthusiastic in their
evaluation. All agreed it is a pleasing
motoreycle to look at. Some found the
600’s very appearance of largeness a

bit disconcerting. Some thought the‘ ‘

engine looked funny.

ROLLING THUNDER REVIEW

Ed. X: Starting a big four-stroke
teaches one pride in owmnership,
emphasizes the importance of ritual vn
establishing order and permanence in
our relationships (see Schoowmaker’s
columm this month). Flip the choke on,
back the engine against compression,

and roll all of your weight back onto the

kickstarter. Throttle settings and such
naceties will have to be worked out
between the bike and you. A namby-
pamby two-stroke kick might serve you
a bruised amkle. When you learn the
procedure for your particular bike, and

they are different from unit to wnit, you

can amaze and frustrate your fmends
by offering to let them start it. Once they
have exhausted themselves, one precise
kick from you will send them slmkmg
wnto the shadows.

The CCM 1s fast. Everyone who rode

1t agreed to that. It is not fast in theway

a competitive two-stroke 1s, however.
Where the ring-dings bound and dart
across the terrain, gazelle-like, the big
thumper moves with the hunched,
ground-hugging gait of a cheetah.
Martin Horn warned us mot to run
our test bike in excess of 100 mph until it
had had sufficient time to break in. We
didn’t, but we wouldn’t want you to
think 1t was because we were afraid. .
With the fireroad gearing delwered
first gear was amply low for starting
and tighter terrain, second and third

30

about all that was needed om the
motocross track wherewe ran it for part
of our test, and fourth was a rarely seen
experiment. In any gear, on each
whump of the piston the rear British
Dunlop grabbed huge hunks of whatever
was beneath it and pushed. On the

wrong kind of course, following a cceMm

could require a bulletproof vest.
The bike tracked wonderfully in
corners, with several testers

commenting with amazement at the

angles to which it could be leaned. Due
to the offset engine, therewas a tendency
to angle left in the air and sometimes
while tuwrning, but a quick adjustment
wn riding style soon eliminated any
surprises. Pick any one of your heroes.
fzdmg a CCM will make you feel like
m.
Just to get back down to earth for a

‘while, the rest of us didn't quite see

everythmg in as rosy a hght as did
editor X.
Starting, for starters, was a chore

for most of us. Despite our comrade’s
history of four-strokmg, he hasn'’t yet
got the “ritual,” as he calls it, of firing
up the CCM mastered. Generally, it
takes him three or four
fairness, however, when Bill Inghs a
long-time CCM owner, accompanied
us, he never needed more than a smgle
kick to get her thumping.
The bike s fast. Its speed is of akind
that takes getting used to, however.
Dyed-in-the-wool two-stroker: ill
miss the rapid rise of rpm. A big-bore
two-stroke accelerates with a feelmg
like catching a sledgehammer in the
chest on radical throttle openings. The
600 felt more like the handlebars were
connected to huge rubber bands.
Some of our testers neve g
used to the bike’s left-side weight bias.
mapton found it wanted to sit up a bit
in right-hand corners. S thers
didn’t seem to notice. .
Weighing in at about 240 pounds,
the CCM is not at all heavy for a
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CCM

| Price (approx.retail West Coast) . ..$2500
| Engine Four-stroke single, dry sump
Displacement
Bore & Stroke ......
CompressionRatio .. & 1@
|| Standardjetting .... . N/A
| Horsepower . ... Claimed53 @ 6200 rpm
| Clutch Multi-plate
Primary Drive
Transmission Ratios:

Fmal Dnve.
17-tooth countershaft
46-tooth rear
Air Filtration .. Twin Air
Electrics . .... Fullcircle alternator
Lubrication:
Full flow filters in frame/
pressure feed to rockers and cam
Recommended Fuel .... .. Premium
Recommended Oil
Fuel Tank Capacity.
Frame Chrome moly
Suspension:
Front: CCM 8.5-inch travel
Rear: CCM gas dampers 7.5-inch travel
Starting . Kick (no primary)
Wheels & Spokes Dunlop steel
Tires: Dunlop motocross (British of course)
Dimensions:
Wheelbase .... 57.04 inches (1.7 meters)
Swingarm Iength 35.0inches (85cm)
Ground clearance ... 11.0inches(27cm)
Bars, width 33.0inches (82cm)
)
)
)
)

width .... . 17.0inches (40cm
Seatheight .... . 35.0inches (85cm
Weight 240 pounds (110kg
Brakes:

E
Pegs, height ........ 13.5inches(29cm
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Instruments ... Petty lighting

i Yes, tail only

Silencer Avallable — Super Trapp

Spark Arrestor . . . Available — Super Trapp
Warranty
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PRO-TEC’S NEW SPECIAL FORMULA ROLLER

, OF ANY
ROLLER ON THE MARKET.

At YOUR DEALERS NOW!

8423 Rosemead Blvd. Pico Rivera, CA 90660
(213) 869-7346

Dealer and Distributor Inquiries Invited

Circle Number 16 on Page 88




