500

S00 & 125 NATIONAL MOTOCROSS wkRrAP

Ward calmly completes h nal title On
prevents Bradshaw ) hostzle takeover of the

MOTO FINISHES
MN

1. Jeff Ward B s
2. Jeff Stanton SRIS3/ 3 IR
3. Rick Johnson S
4. Doug Dubach A6
5. J.M. Bayle B DINS

D=Did not finish. DNS=Did not start.

125

1. M. Kiedrowski

2. Guy Cooper. .. .Hon .

3. D. Bradshaw Y amess

4. Donny Schmit . .Hon

| 5. Mike LaRocco . YA
D =did not finish. DNS =did not start

K! kan
Jeff Ward (3), Jeff Stanton (7) and Rick
Johnson (1) charged into the 500 season

with clear intentions.

< Guy Cooper (10) flew in the face of dan-
ger all season. He needed the champion-
ship to keep his Honda ride.

pectators could feel the tension in this
year’s 125 and 500 National Motocross
title chases, so just imagine what it was like

- for the riders. Titles, egos and contracts were

Mike Sweeney

on the line and the talent in the race-to-race
tug o’ war produced some incredible rides.
‘ MONSTER MASH

Rick Johnson’s crash and subsequent in-
juries at the opening 500 round at Millville
created some additional elbow room for oth-
er capable, title-hungry contenders. Ron Le-
chien was looking to generate some job se-
curity for himself and rode spectacularly to
a third-place finish. Jeff Stanton, who had
the confidence and momentum of his just-
won 250 outdoor and supercross National
titles behind him, took second. Jeff Ward,
always the professional, looked at the cham-
pionship as a major career goal, and what
better time to achieve it? He won at Millville.

By the second round at Washougal, Wash-

NY FINAL POINTS
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POWER

Dirt Biker

7
Your bhody
takes even more
pounding than your
equipment. PowerBar is
premium fuel for the human
engine. Raises and sustains
energy levels with no highs
or lows, so you can perform
at your best.
Chosen by riders like Phil
Lawrence, Randy Hawkins
Dave Bertram and Ty Davis.

PowerBar

Fuel for Optimum Performance

One PowerBar delivers all
the nutrients that human beings
need to perform at their best,
with NO oils or added fats.
Eliminates hunger, raises energy
levels and won't upset your
stomach. Ideal for racing or train-
ing rides or as a healthful snack
or meal replacement at home,
work, or on the go.

At motorcycle & bike shops.
For nearest dealer call:

800-444-5154

Protein: 10 g.
Fat: less than 2 g.
Carbohydrate: 40 g.

WARNING: Eating PowerBars may
make you feel stronger, train harder
and perform outrageously better!

©1989 Powerfood Inc.
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ington, the possibilities had narrowed con-
siderably. Ward won again, extending his
points lead. A first-moto start crash marred
Stanton’s ride, forcing him to settle for sec-
ond. Lechien finished poorly in the first mo-
to due to the same crash but was untouch-
able in the second, giving him a third overall.
Johnson’s injuries hurt his speed enough to
put him out of the top three.

At the third round in Binghamton, New
York, the current three-man hlgh-speed elite
had to contend with anot
perpower, 250 World Cham
Bayle. Despite announcing that he’d leave
the championship to the Americans, Bayle
wedged himself well into the points with a
second behind a hard-nclmg Stanton. John-
son managed a third despi
discomfort from his inju
off day and got fourth. I

be in the process of grabbmg his first overall

victory when a wheel bearing failure erased
the advantage of his first-moto win.
Ward swept both motos
round at Delmont, Penn
well away from Stanton, w

all. Bayle rode to an 1mpre
ing to the American riders’ po
chien’s 500 season ended when he broke his
right femur (that’s the big bone connected
to the hip bone; serious stuff) in an unchar-
acteristic endo over a jump. '
Jump crash injuries sustai

the fifth 500:‘roun‘d at Bu
land. Ward put together another impressive
pair of moto wins to take the overall. Bayle

earned a second overall with some impres-

sive dices with Ward.

Bayle may have had
championship but he a
victory at Unadilla. His 1- 2 moto finishes
gave him the overall and fifth in the final
point standings. Doug Dubach’s strong rides
throughout the season earned him the fourth

spot in final points. Rick J ohnson stroubled

season left him third ove points. Jeff
Stanton followed a troubled first moto with
a win in the second to give him second over-
all at Unadilla and second in the final point
standings. Ward rode two consistent races

_considerable

in practice
tle pursuit at

s Creek, Mary- "favontes, outstanding talents and wild card

Karl Ockert

Mike Kiedrowski (762) showed speed and
smarts well beyond his 19 years by getting
up and going while his younger rival, Brad-
shaw (45), was just getting up. He won the
championship with a season of strong
rides with tough competition.

Brad Nordloff

Damon Bradshaw’s (45) go-for-broke rid-

_ ing put him out in front frequently, and on

e ground almost as

- which cemented ”hxs tltle—winning position.

In winning the championship Ward became
the first rider to win National 125, 250, Su-

_percross and 500 championships.

STAYING ALIVE IN THE 125s

riders capable of snagging wins as in the
larger-displacement classes. The difference
is the drive in these young riders. Every rider

~ with a realistic shot at a win hangs it way
" out at every race. It’s rare to see a 12;

stop taking the big risks necessary to stay
up front because his season just isn’t shap-
ing up the way he planned. The 125 rider’s
mind is focused on a quest for survival and
a hope of fortune, fame and a future in rac-
ing at the factory level.

Take the past season, for example. Mlke
Kiedrowski and Damon Bradshaw surfaced
as the key players in a hectic supercross title
chase and their rivalry continued into the
national 125 motocross series.




SO0 & 125 WRAP

Kiedrowski matched Bradshaw’s skill,
nerve and speed at the 125 opener at Gaines-
ville, Florida, and bettered him in profes-
sionalism by not crashing. Kiedrowski’s over-
all win, his first, threw the first punch in
what would turn out to be a free-for-all ti-
tle fight.

George Holland showed why he got to
ride around with the thin number on his bike
at Hangtown by beating Bradshaw and Kie-
drowski. His moto scores gave him the point
lead, though Kiedrowski trailed by just two
points. Strong finishes by Guy Cooper at
Gainesville and Hangtown pushed him to
third in the standings.

Bradshaw picked up his first national win
at the third round at Axton, Virginia. Kie-
drowski rode to two strong finishes and a
second overall, grabbing the series lead in
the process and scrambling the points lead
structure again, an occurrence that became
a feature of each race.

By the halfway point in the series just four
points separated the leaders. Overall wins
and consistent strong finishes by Holland,
Kiedrowski, Bradshaw, Cooper and Larry
Ward left the second half of the series as
open to any of the top riders as it had been
at the opening round.

The ongoing Bradshaw-Kiedrowski dog-
fight resumed at Millville, with Bradshaw
taking the win. Kiedrowski retaliated with
flawless 1-1 motos at Washougal, Washing-
ton, while Bradshaw and Cooper exchanged
first-moto bike slams as they followed Kie-
drowski at the front of the pack.

The final rounds saw Bradshaw riding as
aggressively and effectively as ever. Guy
Cooper repeatedly found Bradshaw using
the same lines he was—often at the same
time—but was unshaken by the Yamaha rid-
er’s zeal for the championship. Cooper sim-
ply advised Bradshaw to look over his shoul-
der regularly. Riders and spectators were
looking back into the pack all season for
Jeff Matiasevich. The problem, it seemed,
was missing horsepower. When Kawasaki
discovered how to make the KX125 run with
the National Hondas and Yamahas, Jeff
pulled off a win. Doctors saw more of de-
fending National Champion George Hol-
land’s shoulder than anyone, as dislocation
problems marred his late season rides.

At the final round at Unadilla the points
split was frighteningly tight, but Kiedrowski
put together the needed finishes, despite a
flat tire in the first moto, to secure the title.
‘It was a long season,’ Kiedrowski said,
‘‘but my Gainesville win told me the cham-
pionship was a strong possibility for me.”’
Bradshaw’s impressive pair of moto wins
earned him second. Guy Cooper crashed in
both motos and his disappointing finishes
cost him more than the championship. His
failure to win the title left him without a
Honda factory ride. Cooper’s plans for next
year? ‘‘I want to be the first rider to win af-
ter leaving Honda.”’ [}

DON'T TRASH THAT WORN
SAVE IT WITH

STOP!

CHROME PLATED CYLINDER.
A LASCO SLEEVE.

Los Angeles Sleeve Co. has
sleeves for most popular
makes and models of motor-
cycles and ATV's. We also .
stock piston kits, rebuilt
cylinders and Big Bore kits.
For more information,
contact:

LOS ANGELES SLEEVE CO., INC.
8311 Chetle Ave., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90660 (213)945-7578

Call or write for your free catalog and decals.

(m4)
947-5773 |

GHLINS EACING

EXPERIENCE: We have over 50 years experience in National & Int, Pro & Amateur racing.
OHLINS SHOCKS The factory “works” shack available to everyone. We have shocks for most models.
1989 shocks are in stock NOW! Yamaha Race Pipes
| $495.00 Ohlins Piggyback Shock (call for details)
FORK MODS: _Factory Works Base Valve Kit . . . 53,98 R S e e SR $95.00

Fork Springs For All 19895 (set) .......... $49.95 i i
NOIeB FOrk Ol .~ i o ROl BtEEia e a o]

e-valve
We have THE FIX for 1989 Honaa Forks!!

(Special Cartridge Fork Formula)

AUTHORIZED OFFICIAL YAMAHA SUSPENSION SERVICE ‘89 Honda “Fork Fix" .............. $139.95
CENTER (Re-valve Base Valve Polishing Oil)
SHOCK SERVICE:  Oil Change and Service . . .. $65.00  JONES SECRET Fuel Enhancer ....... ... $4.95

40z can

-
VISA
EEEERET

....makes race gas out of pump gas

65.
Twin Shock Service ... .......c......o... $80.00
™Y
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