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The new Betor forks hold a full 230cc of
oil and offer just over 230mm of travel.
Last year’s full-width hub was replaced
with this conical unit that houses the
same shoes as the GP Il.

When the first Phantom appeared
on the motocross scene a few years
ago it was immediately clear that it
was a force to be reckoned with in
the 250 class. It had very good
power, was very lightweight, and
its suspension was in the ballpark.

After a good deal of refinement,
the GP II was developed. Although
it was not as spectacular as the first
Phantom, it was still a competitive
contender after the owner made a
few suspension modifications.

Ossa’s latest effort, the GP III,

boasts some improvements over the -

previous Phantom in areas where

0y N E) R
BETTER, LUCKILY

Improved suspension
and more usable

power make the GP
/Il the best Ossa yet

they were most needed. Namely,
more suspension, more top-end
power, and better handling.

Along with the new suspension
arrangement at both ends, you get a
new front hub, fuel tank, expansion
chamber design, a longer swingarm,
and one of the most powerful
production 250cc powerplants in
existence.

WHAT THE GPIII IS MADE OF
While every other factory was
going to six, nine and eleven-port
breathing arrangements, Ossa was
content to stay with their tried-and-
true four-port design, getting a very
healthy power output out of that
seemingly outdated design.

For their new effort, they've
added a fifth (boost) port,
redesigned the rear cone of the
expansion chamber, and switched
to a straight-cut piston. The result
of these modifications is a very
healthy mid-range and a peak
horsepower output of 32.3 at 8500
rpm. We feel that this engine has
the potential to put out the most
usable and manageable power in its
class. We say potential for a couple
of reasons, as you will soon
understand.

All five transmission ratios have
remained the same as before, but
the gears and shafts are now rough
cast here with good U.S. steel, then
sent over there for machining.
Where earlier Phantoms used bronze
alloy bushings on the layshaft, the
GP III uses ball and needle bearings
throughout.

Another major improvement to
the transmission is in the actual
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Added oomph is given to the chain
tensioner spring by a couple of

rubber bands draped around the
opposite side, as seen here. Chain
guide is both sturdy and silent. Rubber
strips line inside edges.

|

As you can see here, some things are a
bit on the cobby side. Extra care should
be taken when installing filter so that
the top edge seals properly.

The rear frame has been modified to accept the forward-
mount shock setup. Note the sexy four-fin cylinder
arrangement and the aluminum case saver above the
countershaft sprocket.

Spanish engineering: The header springs are hooked to large
Io.ck washers that loop through the cylinder fin. Also, the
trick thingie holding the kickstarter looks like a large O-ring

and quickly disappears.

shifting action. The old tranny
could, on occasion, be shifted past
the gear desired by a heavy-footed
rider. To rectify this, they’ve gone
to a greatly lightened shift drum
(with less inertia) and a braking
type of device with small pins that
index each gear position on the
drum precisely. As we found on our
first ride, their efforts were not in
vain.

The primary drive is, as usual, by
double-row chain, but for the GP
III they’ve upped the primary drive
ratio by adding a tooth to the crank
sprocket and taking one off of the
clutch. To compensate for this,
they've gone from a 12 to an
11-tooth countershaft sprocket and
added five teeth to the rear.

Spain’s latest forward axle Betor
forks grace the Phantom’s front end
to give you 234mm or 9% inches of
travel.

In the rear, the frame tubes have
been moved around to accept the
same gas Betor shocks, but in a
forward-mount position as opposed
to the GP II's laid-down arrange-
ment. The swingarm is now an
inch and a half longer for added
stability and heavily gusseted to
handle the added stresses of the new
shock mount position.

JUST THE FACTS, SENORITA

The GP II's chain tensioner is
questionable. There is a spring
tucked well out of the way to pull
the large rubber roller up against

This is the latest Spanish Bing,
complete with enriching lever.

the chain, but two rubber bands are
also incorporated on the outermost
side, apparently to make up for a
weak spring.

The GP III is very comfortable to
sit on in the pits. Everyone felt that
the bar/peg/seat relationship was a
good compromise for riders of
various sizes.

Our Motoplat CDI worked
perfectly. The Phantom most always
fired on the first prod.

After a good bit of time on the
bike, one tester commented, “The
way this thing’s carbureted on the
bottom, someone’s going to get
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hurt.” It had a very rich condition
on the bottom that made it bog just
long enough to get you into trouble
if you were not very careful. We
headed back to our portable
workshop for adjustments.

A small one-eighth radius notch
was cut in the back of the slide to
lean out the bottom-end perfor-
mance, but it only had a slight effect.
Going from a number three to a
number two needle was our final
change, but still it was not running
correctly down low.

Its mid-range to top-end perfor-
mance was excellent. It was both

very usable and predictable. This is
the type of power that will make a
novice feel quite secure while still
providing plenty of what it takes
when you put the beans to it. The
only drawback was that it was
geared too low to get the full
advantage of the excellent power
characteristics. Going back to the
GP II's 53-tooth rear sprocket, and
even then, adding one up front is
surely the hot line to take. While
the power felt good and usable, it
felt less energetic than the dyno
indicated because the amount of
ground covered in each gear is too
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OSSA GP Il 250
Price (approx. retail, West Coast: $1645

Engine vt Two-stroke, piston-port
Displacement .................. 244cc
Bore & Stroke .......... 72mmx60mm
Compression Ratio: 15.6:1 (uncorrected)
Carburetiont: ... - s vt e 38mm Bing
Horsepower .......... 32.3 at 8500 rpm
Clutehisie sa st e Wet, multi-plate

Primary Drive: Double-row primary
chain, 2.06:1
Transmission Ratios:
Ma2a2:]
2) 1.74:1
3) 1.43:1
4) 1.17:1
5) 1.00:1
EinaliDriVvet s e e e Joresa 520
11-tooth countershaft
58-tooth rear sprocket

Air Filtration. .............. Oiled foam
Electiies it th e s Motoplat CDI
Eubricatione st s Pre-mix 32:1
Recommended Fuel . ......... Premium
Recommended Oil ........... Full Bore
Fuel Tank Capacity: 8.7 liters (2.3 gallons)
Frame..... Double cradle, chrome moly
Suspension:

Front: Betor telescopic with 234mm
(9.25 inches) travel
Rear: Betor gas shocks with 206mm
(8.1 inches) travel
Starting/si.. s i e Non primary kick
Wheels & Spokes:
Front: Akront green label with cross 3
spokes
Rear: Akront green label with 8-gauge
spokes, cross 2

Tires:
Erontites sine . 3.00x21 Pirelli MTO07
Reapeissita ot el 4.50x18 Pirelli MT16
Dimensions:
Wheelbase ...... 146.3cm (5.76 inches)

Swingarm length: 47.6¢cm (18.75 inches)
Ground clearance. .31.5cm (12.4 inches)

Bars, height .. ... 113.0cm (44.5 inches)
width ... .. .. 86.4cm (34.0 inches)
Pegs, height .. ... 36.2cm (14.25 inches)
width. o 48.3cm (19.0 inches)
Seat height . ... ... 92.1cm (36.25 inches)
Rorksangler. Bt oit e 7 prhel e o 30°

Weight: 104.4 kilos (230.0 pounds)
without fuel; 44.1 percent on front,
55.9 percent on rear

Brakes:

Front. . . Cable-operated, conical drum
Rear .. .Cable-operated, conical drum

SIERCER St s nrtes s Yes, so to speak
Spark Arrestor . ................ None
VNV arEan by s «n L asE sy St None
Parts Prices:
RISTONES Baie Foat tnaal e b o $37.90
RING S e n el e $11.40
Clutchicable e isrErsan i o $3.50
Brake:pedal: i s i $23.20

short. The end result is a 250 that
feels much like a continuously
shifted 125, only the rear wheel
breaks loose like a 400.

The gas Betors must be considered
suitable only for novices under 160
pounds who can’t afford to replace
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MODS

While campaigning in Europe
this past season, Marty Moates was
commonly found running in the
top ten in World GP points events,
but was plagued by more than his
share of mechanical DNFs.

While interviewing Marty, we
picked up some invaluable
information for all you current or
prospective Phantom owners. For
instance . . .

Marty’s GP III ate nine counter-
shafts before his Spanish-speaking
mechanic understood that the
chain tension was set up too tight.
Only one primary chain snapped
during the entire season.

The factory was continually
experimenting with his equipment,
so he was seldom familiar with all
of the components or the exact
handling qualities of his mount.
Still, his performances, while in
the running, were quite respect-
able for a newcomer, to say the
least.

Finally, he had a suitably
prepared practice bike similar to

his serious race bike. Its modifi-
cations include: Marzocchi forks
up front, lighter-than-stock Fox
springs with 12 to 15 pounds of air
on top with 20-weight Bel-Ray
fork oil; dual-pressure Fox Airshox
in the standard mounting position
out back with 120 and 100 pounds
of pressure; and a Cross-Up
swingarm. It was found that the
stock pipe works the best for
almost all situations.

He put 25 gallons of fuel
through his practice bike without
a single problem. So, the GP III
can work, and work very well,
with the right mechanic and the
right rider aboard.

The suspension components
mentioned above are available
from: Cross-Up, Inc., 11781
Cardinal Circle, Garden Grove,
California 92643; (800) 854-0117;
Moto-X Fox, 520 McGlincy Lane,
Campbell, California 95008; (408)
371-1221; Marzocchi forks are
available through your authorized
Hi-Point dealer.
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them with real shock absorbers.
They allow the rear end to skip

along, slide out and bottom
regularly. These must have been
Spain’s answer to the Thermalflows.

The Betors up front are a big
improvement over the GP IIs forks.
Small to medium bumps are
absorbed quite well, really, but
when it comes to good-sized holes
and landing off of jumps, forget it.
The money you could spend
replacing gloves regularly should be
directed toward revamping the
dampening rods so that they won’t
hydraulically lock up in the final
centimeters of travel. For riders
over 160 pounds or so, stronger
springing is also in order.

On the plus side, this is by far the
best handling Ossa we've ridden.
Even though it’s gained 17 pounds
over the GP II, the weight is
somehow virtually unnoticeable. It
still feels very light and is quite
responsive to weight placement. It
can be easily flipped about to make
minor directional changes with a
quick movement of muscle.

In keeping the same steering head
angle and moving to the forward
axle front suspension, the handling
has been slowed down just enough
to make the Phantom very pleasant
and predictable to steer at all
speeds. Adding an inch and a half
to the swingarm has also played a
big part, while giving the Phantom
a much more stable feeling at
higher speeds and negating the GP
II’s tendency to loop. Lifting the
front end is now a planned
combination of weight transfer and
throttle application, rather than
utter surprise.

AND NOW, SOME UNBIASED
COMMENTS FROM OUR
TESTERS

“I dig it. I'd seriously like to have
one. This is the best bike Ossa’s ever
made. It’'s the best-steering bike

Continued on page 67
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OSSA 250

Continued from page 25

ever to come out of Spain. It steers
like a Maico. You can stuff it in and
it will hold its line. That’s the most
important part to me. If I had
ridden it blindfolded, I would have
sworn that it had Metzelers on it
instead of Pirellis. That pipe really
burns your leg. There’s plenty of
power and it’s much more usable
than most 250s. It’s so smooth down

low. If we could just get it
carbureted right . I've been
tuning Bings for years . . . maybe

a Mikuni. I know that it’s heavier,
but it doesn’t feel like it at all. I see
what you mean about the forks
now. They’re so harsh that they’ll
rip the bars right out of your
hands.”

“I raced the Ossa at Carlsbad
today. I won the first moto by 80
meters. In the second one I went
down in the first turn at the start,
then passed everyone but the first
three and was right on the third’s
rear wheel . . . Now I'll tell you
what really happened. I rode
practice. What a joke. They were
blowing by me like I was spectating.
There was no way that I was going
to risk my body on that thing. I
knew for sure that it would have
been suicide. There’s no way that
you can ride that bike fast enough
to race it. I liked the old one
better.”

“It feels like the lightest 250
around, but it’s not. It feels like it
has about 26 horsepower but it has
much more. Contradictions . . .
The rear end kicks up really bad.
And what’s worse, it kicks to the

Please turn page

NEW HOT SET-UP FRONT SUSPENSION
11” REAR SUSPENSION - 35% POWER INCREASE

e

SUPER
INTRODUCTORY

OFFER!

COMBINATION
FRONT AND
REAR
SUSPENSION
KITS

COMPLETE

$250 + S&H

{78 &
The H-V Induction kit BOLTS ON, with NO cylinder mods required.
You gain up to 35+% power gain throughout the RPM range, with
NO sacrifice anywhere! Tested and recommended by GARY BAILEY,
JIM CONNOLLY, and many leading cycle magazines.

KITS NOW AVAILABLE FOR:

SUPER GP* FRONT SUSPENSION
*NEW" SUPER GP*™ FRONT SUSPENSION

Check out our new front suspension kit ADDS
FORK TRAVEL-up to 2%"”; PROGRESSIVE
damping & springing. TOTALLY tunable to

HONDA SUZUKI KAWASAKI BULTACO
CR-125/100 RM/TM-100 80/90/100 100/125 S iy e el Y=, O D
MEi7s RM/TM-125 125 175/200 VANCED FORKS AVAILABLE AT ANY
RM-250 175 250 PRICE!
ask about kits for other bikes NOW AVAILABLE FOR:
COMPLETE KIT - $94.95 + $1.50 S&H CR-125 KX/KD125 OTHERS TO
(Includes 38mm Carb; K&N Filter; H-V Induction) RM-125A F-7/KX-450 FOLLOW SOON

H-V INDUCTION only - $43.50 + $1.50 S&H

The 11" Travel kit BOLTS ON, and keeps your power on the ground,
while giving a smooth, soft ride at all speeds. You hardly feel even
the biggest bumps, and overall handling is improved. You can now
ride faster, longer, and with less physical strain.

COMPLETE KIT - $154.95 + S&H

(Includes SUPER GP*® kit; S&W or KONI Shocks; proper springs;
chain tensioner) SPECIFY bike, rider weight & class.

SUPER GP* kit only - $64.95 + $1.50 S&H

Skunk Works Eng. Co.
P.O. Box 203-40
Destin, FL 32541

0 =

Whether you’re pulling up a steep hill
or pushing over an old track record,
Powroll’s power packages give you

HORE GO

EVERY FOUR-STROKER NEEDS IT:
the added muscle Powroll delivers for
all kinds of riding — street, touring, trails
or track. It’s like moving up to a larger
bike, but at a fraction of the cost. We can
actually double the h.p. of many popular
four-strokes!

SEND FOR NEWEST CATALOG

Our new 64-p. performance guide helps you pick the
right components for your needs. Just $2 postpaid.

High-performance results for

Hondas » Kawasakis e Yamahas
[PowRoLL

Box 1206K10 ® Bend, OR 97701 e (503) 382-6395

BEAUTIFUL SILVER HAND-ENGRAVED BUCKLE WITH
BRONZE OVERLAID DIRT RIDER. FITS 1'2” BELT.

PLUS PRODUCTS, INC.
P.0O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

Be the first to own this
EXCLUSIVE design.

Pleasesend________ buckle(s). | have enclosed

$16.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling for each

buckle ordered. Canadian orders add an
additional $1.00, other foreign add $2.00.

DBS-1
Name

Address
City
State

Zip

MOVING?

Use this form to

Please attach, in this space, the label from a
notify us at least recent issue to insure proper address corrections.
i b Mailto: DIRT BIKE MAGAZINE

Subscription Dept.
P.O. Box 317, Encino, CA 91316
NEW ADDRESS:
Name
Address
City
State Zip
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Okay, you all know. . _ ;
that a bright colored§, & %X s
vented DIRT BIKE \é&-ﬂ.‘ N
racing jersey isa \9 Vo
desirable unit. You’ve \*\/
seen Ake win the '72f
Trans-AMA
one. You’'ve seen .
John DeSoto { v
wearing one in ¢ W
the '73 Trans- AMA.
But you couldn’t get
one, could you? Well,
ngbody could. Those
were special factory
prototypes. Now we have the
Regular replicas, even betigs
than the prototypes cause
these have the reinforced
elbows and the

BIKE Racin’ =
Jersey now. -

R
$15.95 + 75 cents postage and handling. Please

send me Racin’ Jersey(s) S M L XL.
Enclosed is $ check or money order.
[0 BLUE O YELLOW O RED

DIRT BIKE RACIN’ JERSEY
P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nevada 89114

NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
STATE ZIP

L
TAKE TWO FOR THE ROAD

WITH A W
TRAILER

Hook up a Holsclaw and tow a
pair of bikes or scooters any- |
where you can take your car.

Just tilt the runners, roll on
your two-wheelers and chain
‘em down. Coil springs with
double-acting shocks—like
those that have gone millions
of trouble-free miles on famous
Holsclaw boat trailers. Two
models to choose from.

WRITE FOR
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG

Holsclaw Bros., -
Inc. o

412 N. Willow Road
Evansville, Ind. 47711

side as well. From corner to corner
in a drag race situation you’ll get
blown off every time. It steers so
nice. It'll go anywhere you want it
to. That’s what I liked about it. I
liked the shifting, too. You can
leave the power on and it shifts
cleanly without a problem. The
overall handling, geometry-wise,
seemed very good, considering that
there were Pirellis on it. Normally,
Pirellis are an instant nightmare. I
didn’t care much for the bars or the
grips.”

“This is the best Phantom so far.
It’s come a good way since the first
one, but not far enough or quickly
enough. It needs shocks and tires
badly. And the forks have to be
fixed or trashed and replaced with
something decent. It bottoms really
bad at both ends. There is no way
you can go fast on it without
shaking the snot out of yourself.
There are a lot of bikes that I would
consider buying before I got down
to this level. The power would be
really good if it had shocks and tires
to hook it to the ground. It handles
much better than the old one, when
you're on smooth ground. It shifts
very well, even with the power on.
The brakes are terrible. You have to
set your braking points up much
earlier. They’re terribly spongy.
And the pipe needs more shielding.”

THINGS WE LEFT OUT
ELSEWHERE

The green label Akronts held up
very well and required very little
nipple-twisting before they were
seated in.

Pirelli has evidently come up with
a new rubber compound for their
motocross tires. These seemed
harder and worked a little better on
dry terrain. Surely they work well
in loam or on tacky surfaces, but
not on the slick, hard-packed
adobe.

AND SO . . .

With a change in gearing, a good
set of shocks, modified forks with
different springs and (depending on
the type of track surfaces in your
area) a set of tires, the GP III could
provide pleasing results. It has
excellent power. The handling has
improved considerably. It steers and
shifts well, and is very responsive.
But, there are some bikes available
today that don’t have these
problems and perform better
overall. Lo

®ﬁHusqvarna Specialists

S
Soad) P
&/ N2/ PARTS
for
° Ei) Husqgvarna
e & Hodaka

e ® Montesa
Mail order anywhere in the U.S.
Send $1.00 for postpaid accessories catalog.
Mission Hills Motorcycles
8730 Sepulveda Bivd.
Sepulveda, California 91343
(213) 785-4289

;N % GenParts
“p‘t\os got 'em for you
"oy~ WHOLESALE!

°
Big Discounts
ALL NAME BRAND PARTS & ACCESSORIES
EVERYTHING FOR MOTORCYCLES & VANS
HONDA-KAWASAKI-SUZUKI-YAMAHA- CHEVY-DODGE-FORD
Alphabet, Bell, Boge, Carlisle, Hooker, Koni, Mr. Seats, Yuasa & Many More.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED—SEND $1.00 FOR ALL NEW CATALOG TO|

CHAMPIONSHIP

ENDURO

New Book By Steve Booth
Brian Palormo

*200 photos
*128 pages
Only $5.50 postpaid
(Calif. Res. add 6%)

PARAGON PRODUCTIONS
3106 Sweetbrier Circle, Lafayette, CAL.

NEW 3.5 GAL. TANK FITS
MANY LEADING AXLE
BIKES. 125-250-400 YZ |
YAMAHA — MAICO — |

SUZUKI — HUSKY. SEND
50¢ FOR FULL INFO. |

DON VESCO PRODUCTS, INC.
7565 NORTH AVENUE ;
LEMON GROVE, CA. 92045

TAKE OUR PROVEN,
40 LESSON HOME
STUDY COURSE.

| CALLTOLL FREE
(800) 874-0645.
IN FLORIDA CALL
(904) 255-0295.

AMERICAN MOTORCYCLE INSTITUTE

1445 SKYTROOPER ROAD - DAYTONA BEACH, FL. 32014

o e e SEND MORE INFORMATION T e o e s s
FAME AGE 7501191
lADDRESS I
Ichv ]

STATE ZIP 1
I
PHONE VET
R e e e e d
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