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SWEDEN 29
U.S.A. 70

OTOCROSS

DES NATIONS

by KEN OLAUSSON

Bimbo, Brad, Tony and Jim grab silver while Bengt
blitzes on the home court

LAGYMS00cc
MOTOCROSS

56

Hakan Andersson and Bengt Aberg standing, Ake Jonsson and Arne Kring kneeling with Swedish pom pom girls.

After back-to-back wins, Team Belgium finished out of the money this year.

Sweden, paced by two wins by
former World Champion Bengt
Aberg (Bultaco), slaughtered the
opposition at the 500cc Motocross
des Nations at Huskvarna in
Sweden. But it was not Sweden’s
home win that surprised the
crowd as much as the performance
of the U.S., which finished second
overall. It was a cakewalk for the
Swedes, who scored 22 points in
the two races. The Americans’ 70
points edged the Russians, led by
the new 250cc World Champion
Guenady Moisseev, by four points.
Last year’s winner, Belgium, and
West Germany and Finland failed
to score before the television
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Would you buy a used car from any of
these guys?

i 7 e

Official team photo. Can you tell who has the
Tony?

Kinda looks like these fellows won.

cameras. (ABC’s Wide World of
Sports carried the coverage in
October. Did you remember to
drop ’em a line and ask for more
racing programming?)

Forty-eight riders from - 12 °
different nations made it to the
start line. The Czech team had
withdrawn their entry at the last
minute — possibly because of the
happenings in the last event of the
250cec World Championship
meeting in Switzerland. That’s the
one where the Russian team
played Pin the Tail on the Donkey
and Centerpunch the Czech with
Jaroslav Falta. The Czech
maintained and had apparently
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Arne Kring had a seventh and a second for Sweden.
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International version of hare and hound. Daniel Pean (37) played the rabbit for less than a lap.

Aberg, with nobody else in sight.

scored well enough to overtake
Moisseev for the title but was
penalized out of the championship
with a questionable false start
ruling.

The Belgians appeared to have a
strong team going in with
Jean-Claude Laquaye and
Raymond Heeren joining
DeCoster and van Velthoven. (Joel
Robert and Sylvain Geboers did
not compete.) Sweden had Bengt
Aberg, Ake Jonsson, Hakan
Andersson and Arne Kring. Their
manager was the two-time 500
ex-World Champion, Sten Lundin.
The U.S. boys had a strong team
as well, consisting of Jim
Pomeroy, Brad Lackey, Tony
DiStefano and Jim Weinert, all
aboard different makes of
machines.

Bengt Aberg took command
right from the first. Roger
DeCoster, and Hans Maisch
(Maico) chased, but never stood a
chance. Pomeroy and Lackey were
circling somewhere around tenth.

Jaak van Velthoven (Yamaha)
crashed heavily when his throttle
jammed open. The bike
cartwheeled on a downhill section
and hit a marshal who was taken
to the hospital with Velthoven.
Both suffered severe facial
injuries. The crash snapped the
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Two-time World Champ before Roger and
Heikki, Bengt Aberg.

Aberg (7) took the lead on the first lap.

Yamaha’s fork legs right off the
bike.

Jean-Claude Laquaye (Yamaha)
was also forced to retire and
second runner DeCoster’s engine
seized three times, compounding
the Belgian team’s problems.
Roger hung in there, remounted
each time and held onto second
behind Aberg. The Finns were
finished when the new 500 World
Champ, Heikki Mikkola, injured
his foot playing catch-up.

Hakan Andersson (Yamaha)
forced his way through the field
from a 23rd place positioning at
the start to take fourth behind
Guenady Moisseev. Another
Swede, Ake Jonsson (Yamaha)
was in fifth spot for a while, but
was delayed by a pit stop to
straighten his brake lever which
was bent under the footpeg. Thus
Arne Kring (Husqvarna), finishing
seventh, counted as the third
Swede in the team points. Lackey
and Pomeroy finished just ahead
of Arne. Tony DiStefano (CZ)
took 14th, while Jim Weinert
(Kawasaki) finished 25th.

Sweden was clearly in the lead
after this first race with a 12-point
total registered by the three
highest placing team members. In
their wake were the U.S. (25),
Russia (36) and England (46).
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PICK A PAIR OF

CERIANL. . .ONE OF THE ‘TRICK' SECRETS OF THE
WORLD'S FINEST RIDERS. GENE ROMERO, WHO
RECENTLY SET A NEW ONE HOUR WORLD SPEED
RECORD, CREDITS MANY OF HIS RACING HONORS
TO THE EXCEPTIONAL PERFORMANCE OF CERIANI
FORKS. CERIANI FORKS AND SHOCKS, ALWAYS OF
THE HIGHEST STANDARDS, ARE UNSURPASSED!

o

il

Ceriani forks with six-position adjustable
damping are now available in the C-2000
series and will soon be in stock for bikes
requiring the C-1000 series. These forks in
standard lengths only. The new gas filled
shocks from Ceriani will soon be available in
two models; a standard (non-adjustable)
madel, and a model which permits infinite
damping adjustment externally!

ALSPORT DISTRIBUTING CO.
233 SOUTH SEVENTH AVENUE
CITY OF INDUSTRY, CA. 91746

(213) 336 4502

See your dealer first. If he
can't supply you, send for
a brochure and retail price
list. Our service is fast! !

S
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D.L.D.
ALLOY
RIMS

Now Available. These fantas-
tically strong rims have been
proven in Motocross, desert,
short track, trials and street
riding. Non-clogging, no
ridge to catch and hold mud.
These super strong rims are
the latest technological
development in the motor-
cycle industry.

Lustrous finish. Deep knurling prevents tire slippage. 36 or 40 holes—
pre-drilled for most makes of motorcycles.

WM-1 18 in. thru 21 in.
WM-2  18in.and 19in. Pst, Hey Dealer! competitive riders
WM-3 18 in.and 19 in.

know what they want—Do you know where
to get it? Dealers write on letterhead for
A free catalog. Same day UPS—Dealers only.

COMPETITION
AGCGESSORIES LTD.

P.0. BOX 563, XENIA, OHIO 45385 * 513/372-6954 6955

K&N o TC o INTERPART o GEM. s BLENDZALL s GASLER s TORSEN HALLMAN s MICHELIN
ALSO DISTRIBUTORS FOR L\ coN o TRELLEBORG » HOOKER s WISECO  KLOTZ = MIKUNI o BOGE MULHOLLAND
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Arne Kring at about a thirtieth of a second.

RESULTS
MOTOCROSS DES NATIONS

1st Race 2nd Race Overall

1. Sweden (B. Aberg, H. Andersson, A. Kring, A. Jonsson) 12 10 22
2. U.S.A. (J. Pomeroy, B. Lackey, T. DiStefano, J. Weinert) 25 45 70
3. Russia {G. Moisseev, P. Rulev, V. Popenko, A. Botchkov) 36 38 74
4. England (V. AHan, V. Eastwood, R. Taylor, J. Banks) 46 62 108
5. Holland (G. Wolsink, F. Sigmans, A. Karsmakers, T. van Erp) 39 82 114
6. France (S. Bacou, D. Pean, M. Combes, J.C. Nowak) 61 69 130
7. Denmark (A. Lodal, B. Vad, L. Sorensen, O. Moller) QOB 1145 144
8. Switzerland (W. Kalberer, F. Graf, J. Lotscher, K. Thomet) 68 79 147
S. Norway (T. Funderud, S. Haugerud, R. Smedstad, J. Kristofferson) 132 85 197
FIRST
1 Bengt A berg s R L N N S o o e el P o e o BUL
2 RogeriDeCostar: i e SRR e R T ek o1 B v o R e Rt oy suz
3; :Guanady/IMoisseay F D 5 e o e  ie a s KTM
G b T G L T (o e i S B o d e G I S e S B TR 5 0 o o A g e ol PRt YAM
B Brad L ackey s L e A e S e e 7 e e R L X e e (o isbel s 3/ e s tos HUS
8. Sim ROMeroy " i mead it rit gt o R A s e SR TH S S B S BUL
e T T RIa L At bSO o KN AR G 2 72 1 RO A o SETRNAREY o b X - s IR S HUS
B KalavitVehKonen 3 U e i R e e e M E R DA A I L o b e HUS
(RS ATS TP Y i ol R et X T R A R oo ot T Dt bR 1 S R IAE s B foll s st o b e S BUL
10 Hanny Everts: i r . oaeh, e SR Sae i L R R T RS e PUC
SECOND
iBangt Abergi: = NIRRTt B RN, o e s ot b SR IR Ye it S s s s s (4 olesh BUL
P ) T o s T B AT A B o R LG s B e PR T 7 ORI O S A HOA G OIS AT RO HUS
NG erritiWolsinkas iy mo ooy emives datonr = it s ekt o Ll st an £ Sre st AT et e suz
AF a0 s MaISCH w2k T Bk T4 N ARl f SRR i=8 e Rl s o L L S g e S T S S A MAI
B GUENACY VIOISSBRY. it 12 S5 L m i iie) = ) e e b ou S8 00 m) 51t Mot st s [ ST et st abie KTM
R 2 M S T A e T S s o S e e T s T e S BT R P e St L B L1 PUC
Tee HAKaNSANAAESSON, - oie 2 = s oyt kot e R el R S i o e s et e YAM
b BN A Lo T o P O s o VS 5 5 i e B S s b Bt 2 oS R R s NS el SRR e 0 YAM
ONA A O VN B I D o e S e et s ST oy NP RSl A S s e e e MAI
1020 M RO Meroy it It A Gl b (Pt f AR B ot 2 i bl b oo L D e BUL
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According to placards, entered nations
included Sovjet, Schweitz, Danmark,
Sverige and Norge.

In the second moto Aberg
grabbed the lead on the first lap.
Aberg, World Champ in 1969 and
1970, was flying like the old days.
The Viking had some troubles
during the last few laps, but didn’t
learn of them until after the race.
His ignition coil worked loose, but
since his Bultaco was equipped
with two coils (and two plugs), he
didn’t even know of the electrical
failure. Even though he eased off
the pace considerably toward the
end he still held a wide margin
over countryman Arne Kring.
Hakan Andersson had to fight
from the back of the field once
again after using the intermission
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to weld his frame. Jonsson, who
was running fifth, was forced to
slow down as the damper tube of
his Yamaha Monocross suspension
failed. He wound up eighth. So
the blue and yellow team took
first, second, seventh and eighth
for ten points.

The Mom, flag and apple pie
crew didn’t fare as well in the
second race. Pomeroy had the best
placing with a tenth. Brad Lackey
was 14th and Tony DiStefano
21st with Weinert down on 34th
place. The Americans nearly lost
second place overall to Russia
when Brad fell one lap from the
finish. Coming around a corner he
failed to avoid an exhaust pipe
lying on the track and went down.
He remounted his Husky and just
made it over the line before
collapsing.

Dutch rider Gerrit Wolsink was
the highest placing ‘‘foreigner”
behind Sweden’s Aberg and Kring.

: &

Brad took a fifth in the first.

West Germany’s Hans Maisch
edged Moisseev for fourth. Harry
Everts paced Belgian efforts.
Roger retired early in the second
race when the chain adjuster came
off his Suzuki and his chain
wouldn’t stay on the sprockets.

HISTORICAL BITS
AND PIECES

The Motocross des Nations, the
team World Championship for
500cc bikes, has been run since
1947. The first meeting was in
Holland. England leads with 15
wins. Sweden has seven wins and
Belgium five. The most
dominating display was back in
1962 when four Swedes (Rolf
Tibblin, Ove Lundell, Gunnar
Johansson and Bill Nilsson) went
over the finish line riding hand in
hand receiving the same overall
time. Lo
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Only $5.00 per copy, plus
50¢ per copy for postage
and handling.

Please send me
RACING book. D-31

Name

Tired of bruising your Beezer . . .
Knicking your knobbies . . . skinning
your shins? Well, HOW TO WIN AT
RACING, written by the editors of
DIRT BIKE Magazine, could be the
answer to your problems.

Learn how to get started, how to
ride in sand, over rocks, passing,
sliding, water hazards, jumping, how
to get in shape, what machine for
what use, how to get sponsored and,
heaven forbid!!! CRASHING.

HTWAR is written in an interesting
easy-to-follow manner with clearly
detailed photos to help you overcome
your particular problem.

MX ace Gary Bailey says, “ . . .
HOW TO WIN AT RACING has got to
be the best thing for dirt bikers in
years.”

HOW TO WIN AT RACING D5-1
Box 317, Encino, Calif. 91316

Enclosed is my check (or money order) for $__ .
copy(ies) of the HOW TO WIN AT

Address

City.

‘-----------------* i

State

Zip

¢

‘----------------------------’

-----------------

S

(o))
=



