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DECEIT, ITALIAN STYLE

INTERNATIONAL

SIX DAYS TRIAL

Words and Pictures by DAVID MALTAIS

Dave Mungenast leaves on Day One. Broke
toe on Day Five, but he still went out on Day
Six, made it to the speed test, but was in so
much pain he called it quits shortly after the
start.

72

A. Marinoni, Italy SWM, leaves the parc ferme and heads

And on the seventh day the Czechs rested

_

Bt

Czechoslovakia, the amazing
riders of ISDT competition, won
both the World Trophy and the
Silver Vase at the 49th running of
the International Six Day Trial in
Camerino, Italy, in a strenuous
week of riding that contained
last-minute course changes,
dangerous traffic on public roads,
and an organization that turned
their eyes away from the most
blatant cheating carried on by the
home team.

Of the 300 riders that started
the event, only 59 earned a Gold
Medal. Before the event got under
way each country’s list of entries
was cut down proportionately by
the FIM on the 22nd of August to
bring the number of participants
to 300 from the original 407 that
were entered. This reduced the
U.S. squad from 36 to 28 men.
The Silver Vase “B” team and
RlemitiomisssiD et iclaimisEfion

out for Day One.

manufacturers’ competition were
dropped. After working and
preparing the whole year for this
prestigious event and the chance
to come to Europe and compete
with the world’s best, it must have
been a crushing blow for those
eight who earned a slot on the
teams that finally had to be
dropped.

Getting the teams over to Italy
wasn’t exactly a breeze, either.
Loading the plane to fly over, the
Husky team were stuffing the
machinery and gear into the plane
and all of a sudden they ran out of
space with two bikes still sitting
on the ground. One of these
belonged to Canadian rider E.
Ortone, and though his bike was
supposed to be shipped separately,
it never made it. With the plane
stuffed to the gills and all the
riders and passengers aboard, the

Cont’d. on page 76
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Jack Penton and Malcolm Smith during
speed testing.




Motocrosser Jiri Stodulka scored in the
speed tests.




1.S.D.T. Cont’d. from page 73
plane hardly made it off the
ground wusing every inch of
runway.

Getting the bikes off the plane
became a hassle. The customs
people wouldn’t let Jack Lehto
take the bikes without paying
$4000 duty. One or two of the
Husky riders were down at the
plane struggling to get the bikes
off, and when they asked for help,
they got none, and the security
people wouldn’t let more of our
men down there to give them a
hand. The bikes were finally
stuffed into a large, red Fiat van
and the trip to Camerino began. It
was full gas to Camerino, with
Jack Lehto’s foot to the floor of
the big van and the rest of the
team strung out behind him in
rent-a-cars trying desperately to
keep him in sight.

Camerino, 670 meters above sea
level, is situated in a beautiful,
mountainous region between
Rome and Ancona. The town
(6000 population) is compact,
cobblestoned; the houses,
restaurants, shops and bars are
compressed together in a seeming
maze.

Machines were uncrated and
prepared, correctly jetted as riders
buzzed around the countryside to
get the feel of the terrain and the
weather. Then the machines were
wheeled down to the parc ferme, a
sports stadium, to have numbers
painted, parts marked and sealed
and then the finished bike
impounded.

DAY ONE

At one minute after seven, on a
cloudless Monday morning, Italian
Giagomo Perego fired his 50cc
Ancillotti and sped out of the parc
ferme as the first of 300 riders to
begin the 49th running of the
ISDT. First American was number
18, Dave Leimbach, on a Penton
100. With approximately 340
kilometers ahead of them for the
Day One outing, riders were
moving out smooth and cautious.
A few bikes loaded up at the start
but most were cleared and going
strong within the minute grace.

The day’s special test was a
narrow, twisting path set on the
side of a mountain with blind
corners. Everybody was taking it
nice and easy except the Italians,
who looked like they had seen it

JANUARY 1975

Leimbach loses it in a steep section, Day Two.

Wi 9%

French rider D. Portal on BPS along special
test, Day Two.

Dave Latham with his 250 Ossa, special test, Day Two.
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Burleson at end of day in parc ferme talks
with Al Eames.

Anxious rider blasts into check.

Eric Jensen clears water crossing on Day Four.

78

before and were moving right
along.

Later, coming into the village of
Fiume, the riders crossed a bridge
over spectacular Lake del
Fiastrone to their major gas point
of the day.

Joe Barker, Penton Trophy
team member, went off his Gold
when he got lost on the course
earlier in the morn with about 20
riders. John Sitton of the
Connecticut Rambler’s Club
missed a checkpoint, and when he
got to the next one quite early his
crew asked . him why he was
pushing so hard. He said he’d been
taking it easy. The service crew
got it straight when they found
out he was low on gas that he
should have picked up at the
missed check. He ran out of gas on
the return trip.

Ed Schmidt got a flat tire and
frantically got it changed with
only seconds to spare into the
next checkpoint.

Dave Eames, Silver medal
winner from Dalton, and the new
member of this year’s Vase team,
had a hot time at one checkpoint
as he replaced the rubber bushing
in the brake torque arm stay of his
504 Husky. Using his gloves to
prevent blistered fingers from
overheated brake parts, Dave
gingerly got the job done and
made it into the check with no
margin at all.

Penton-mounted Carl Cranke of
the Trophy team needed a new
front tire at the same check where
Eames had problems. Buzzing
around like he had ants in his
pants and spurred on by his wife
Jeanne’s encouragement, Carl got
the tire fitted and pumped and
made it clean through the next
check.

Ken Maahs burnt his clutch and
at the end of the day got to the
last couple of checks only to find
the timers had packed up and
gone. Since he was within his hour
limit, he had to make an appeal to
the clerk of the course and he
finished the day down 46 marks.
The people working the
checkpoints were supposed to stay
at their posts at least one hour
after the last rider was scheduled
to pass.

After the first day’s official
results were out, West Germany
was leading the Trophy, followed
by Czechoslovakia and Italy, with
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the United States down in 12th.
In the Vase competition we were
in seventh behind Italy’s B and A
teams, Czechoslovakia’s B and A
teams and West Germany’s A and
B teams.

DAY TWO

Still on the slower “B”
schedule, Tuesday’s 320-kilometer
run had a couple of incidents that
caught many riders, including the
Italians who were pumped to
catch and pass the West Germans
and Czechs on the special tests.

Ironically, it was the special test
that caused one of the biggest

uproars in recent ISDT
competition.
After complaints that some

riders had been practicing on the
course, the organizers changed the
route and tacked 3.2 kilometers
on to it. Trophy rider Fausto
Oldratti of Italy lost one mark, as
did Bengt Gustavsson and Berndt
Enos of Sweden.

West Germany’s chances were

lost when 25-year-old Rainer
Christel, a Gold medal winner in
fiand 7.3 hit e tonEng
spectator on a moped while really
cooking it on his 125¢cc Zundapp.
Christel was rushed to the

hospital.
Through the tight checks U.S.
rider Young lost 11 marks,

Latham one, Stone 34, Lancaster
two and Schmidt one. Ed came
into a check and got caught
behind three riders getting cards
marked.

That same evening at the
International Jury meeting, course
clerk Luigi Secchi announced that
HE intended to add seven minutes
to the day’s time. This would put
Latham, Lancaster and Schmidt
back on Gold. But Secchi’s words
were met with opposition, chiefly
by Britain’s representative, Cliff
King, serving on his last jury
before retiring. He argued that
since some of the riders made it
and others had wound up in the
hospital trying to, it would not be
fair to change the times. At 1:30
a.m. no decision was reached and
the jury retired discussion until
the following evening.

DAY THREE
No one really knew who was
leading at the beginning of the
third day, but the 253 riders still
in the running set off for a fairly
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Dave Eames high up on Day Four. Village
below is gas point where we came from.

easy and sometimes boring day.
By the third time around the loop
it was getting boring, and at one
checkpoint high wup in the
mountains the Czechs were
coasting in to the service area with
their engines off. U.S. riders came
in with wusually six to eight
minutes to spare in the afternoon,
and were chuckling and saying
that the Czech riders would stop
at the top of the hill to water a
shrub and then climb on the Jawas
and breeze down the big hill just
checking out the scenery.

Paul Danik rode off a cliff,
cutting his face and smashing his
glasses, but he got back on the
course and didn’t lose.any time.
Rod Bush’s motor mounts on his
125 Penton came loose and he lost
two marks for the day. Dave
Eames was riding along and his
Husky started loading up real bad.
Thinking 'it might be a fouled
plug, he replaced it, but that
didn’t seem to do any good. He
found the real problem too late
and lost four marks coming in to a
check. The choke had come on
accidentally, robbing the Husky of
power as it blubbered along with
too much gas in the carb. This put
Dave off his Gold and dropped the
Vase team from fifth to sixth
place in the standings.

DAY FOUR

The day dawned with a shock.
The West German Trophy team,
minus Christel, arrived at the parc
ferme together, but not in their
riding gear. Team manager Erich
Messmer decided to withdraw his
men because of the condition in
which they found Christel the

B. Thoernblom, Sweden, special test, Day
Five.

Tom Penton, special test.

evening after his accident. He had
not been washed, he was still in
his dirty riding jersey, and his arm
still had the bandages that a
French doctor had applied on the
course. It had not been x-rayed or
even looked at. Messmer stated
that he felt it was too dangerous
to continue the competition if
hurt riders were not looked after,
as was the case of his man Christel
and another rider who was
reportedly left on the course for
over an hour. Messmer also added
that his team had come for fair
sport and that he would not let his
team compete in an event where
there was such a lack of control
over local trafficc He also
mentioned the altering of time
cards to favor the Italian riders.

Cont’d. on page 88
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Meanwhile out on the course
the fourth, and hardest, day took
its toll. Britain’s Andy Roberton
ran into local traffic and hit a
pin-sized Fiat head-on. The
Welshman’s head smashed through
the windshield and he escaped
with facial cuts and a couple of
missing teeth. His 350 Jawa and
the Fiat were totalled.

The Czechs realized that if
Italy, aided by the changes on the
course and their time cards, did
not lose any marks, the only way
to beat them would be in the
special tests. The Italians are

P

b .

G. Petrogalli, Italy SWM, on course, Day Five.

damned good riders and they had
the advantage of knowing the
countryside.

At the ten-kilometer-long test
the Czechs put on the show that
had the crowds standing, gasping
and applauding them on. They
moved ahead of the Italians on
bonus points but could not get the
lead unless one of the home team
dropped a mark.

The break for the Czechs came
when Gilera-mounted Oldratti’s
rear wheel started coming apart.
Czech rider Franta Mrazek, at
Camerino as a mechanic after an
arm injury in a European
qualifying round, was told to
follow the Italian Trophy rider to
make sure he didn’t “find”’ a new
wheel. Mrazek kept on Oldratti’s
tail all day, and as more spokes
snapped, Oldratti got slower and
slower until he came into a

checkpoint one minute after his

I
il
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grace and lost a mark.

The U.S. team lost a total of
336 marks. Leimbach and Danik
of the Trophy team lost 12 and 13
marks, Rod Bush retired, Joe
Barker lost ten, Dan Young lost
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graphers in the world: Brian and
Neale Klock.

Black and white action photog-
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of desert racing, to how to get down
those hills without leaving your bike
behind.
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Dave Latham went down 32, Ron
Bohn down 13, Ron Lamastus lost
33 marks, Mark Ardent retired,
Carl Cranke lost one mark, Lars
Larsson retired, Ed Schmidt
dropped five, Ken Maahs lost 65
and Tom Shaw lost seven. Carl
Cranke had stopped to help a
crashed and unconscious Polish
rider on the trail, and got back on
his Gold when the Polish team
manager came forward and said
that Carl had stopped to help his
fallen rider.

After the toughest day of the
week, the U.S. Trophy team
moved up to fourth place behind
Czechoslovakia, Italy and Sweden
and our Vase team made the same

Tom Shaw takes a break. Young lady on
support crew and her husband who is
stationed in the Air Force in Turkey helped
by being there.

climb from sixth to fourth behind
the CZ B, Italy A and CZ A teams.

DAY FIVE

Generally, the previous day’s
run was reversed. Italian Trophy
member Oldratti used his time in
the morning before his departure
to replace spokes and try to get
the wheel looking straight. It
didn’t look like it would last the
day. As soon as Oldratti sped out
of the parc ferme, Mrazek fired up
his Jawa and kept him shadowed

CZ’s ARE STILL GREAT!

Your CZ is great for racing,
enduros, trailriding, etc. But you better
smooth out its handling with a Kasson
Fork Kit. Less bounce, more control and
comfort. See Prod. Eval. in 9-73 issue
of MX Action.
Kasson Kit #1: improved dampers
and springs-$29.95
Kasson Kit #2: dampers, springs,
seals & wipers-$43.50

Add $2 postage. Tex. res. add 5% tax.

Bill Kasson
Motorcycles
1607 S. Lamar Austin, TX 78704
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as the Italian rider tried
desperately to keep on time. The
harder he tried, the more his
wheel came apart, until he had
dropped so far behind and lost so
many marks that the Czech knew
he was out of the running. Soon
after Mrazek left him alone, the
[talian appeared at the very next
check with a sparkling new wheel.
It didn’t do much good, as he
already had lost 28 marks, and not
only did it put the Italians out of
the challenge with the Czech
team, it also allowed the Swedes
to slip into second place. The U.S.
team stayed in fourth place in
both Trophy and Vase.

J. Cisar and K. Masita of the Czech team in
typical checkpoint speed.

DAY SIX

The last day called for a short
140-kilometer ride to the final
special speed test which was held
on the motocross track at
Esanatoglia, the same circuit that
hosted the Italian 500 MX Grand
Prix in May. Only 169 riders made
the trip, but not all of them made
the distance without losing marks.
Danik dropped ten, Wilford 12,
Lamastus 13, and Shaw one.

For the speed test the 50-75cc
bikes did five laps and the
75-1300cc bikes did seven laps.
The bikes were separated into
seven groups with the Italians
dominating the smaller classes and
the Czechs demolishing the big
bores. Trophy man Jiri Stodulka,
an MX rider during the season,
was fastest overall, but he let Josef
Rabas, a Vase ‘““B” team rider,
finish ahead of him to gain the
points necessary for Vase team
victory over Italy. Malcolm said it
was the hardest day for him. After
concentrating and being careful
the whole week he found it hard
to come unglued and hang it out
over the wild MX course.

In the end Husky Vase team
rider Dick Burleson finished as

Be just like Mickey-Mouse. Get your
picture with your type of bike on a
sturdy watch.

GET A NEW FACE

Hand-painted in color by a profes-
sional caricature artist from your
own black and white or color photo.

Dial
shown
actual
size

Allow
4 weeks
delivery

ORDER TODAY

INCLUDE YOUR PHOTO

Indicate:

Hair Color Eye Color

| Complexion

Name on Watch

[J 1 yr. service warranty $19.95

O 17 Jewel, shock & water resistant. Gold
tone case with stainless steel back. 2 yr.
service warranty .............. $39.95

[ 17 Jewel, self winding—shock & water
resistant. Silver tone case with stainless
steel back—date keeper. 2 yr. warranty.
$44.95

MINI BIKE O

[0 DESERT RACER
a mx

O ENDURO BIKE
| O cAaFE RACER

STREET BIKE O 1
DRAG RACER O |
cHopper O |
|
|

IPlease send me — watch (s). Add
$1.00 each for postage and handling. Nevada
Ires‘ add 6% sales tax. Enclosed is my check
or money order for $
D5-1
| SHIP TO:
| Name
= Address
I city Zip |
I Plus Products, Inc. =
I P.O. Box 14945
I Las Vegas, Nev. 89114 I
L———__-_ =1 l
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Be dynamic in the true biker way. Wear our bright, colorful sweat-
shirts. Rise out of the chuck holes. Strut your stuff in Dirt Bike
sweatshirts and Super Hunky sweatshirts.

Please send me Sweatshirts at $5.95 each plus 50¢

postage and handling for each shirt. e

SUPER HUNKY SWEATSHIRT

1st and 2nd color choice:

[ Red [ Yellow
Sizes: [ Small (OMedium [Large
DIRT BIKE SWEATSHIRTS
Colors: 1st and 2nd color choice:
J Red O Yellow
O White O Gold
O Medium [OlLarge

Colors:
[ Blue
[0 Extra Large

O Blue
[J Green

Sizes: [ Small O Extra Large

Name
Address
City.
State Zip

| PLUS PRODUCTS, INC., P.O. Box 14945, Las Vegas, Nev. 89114
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number one American with just a
slight margin over Penton Trophy
team member Carl Cranke.
Burleson must have been real
happy after losing his Gold at
Dalton last year as a member of
the winning Vase team. Tom
Penton finished third American
with Bill Uhl and Jack Penton,
who had tied with Cranke for first
place in the qualifying rounds held
last summer, in fourth and fifth.
Malcolm took the sixth and last
U.S. Gold, his sixth Gold Medal in
ISDT competition. Said Malcolm
after it was all over, “I’d like to
ride in a Six Days where only ten
golds were awarded and I got one
of them.”

Well, it’s all over for another
year. As with every event, there
are always lots of ups and downs.
The ups were the beautiful people
in the town, lovely girls in tight
pants, balmy, clear sunny weather,
the mountain passes, delicious
fruits and vegetables and neat
little shops. Not so much
appreciated was the rip-off for the
rooms and meals at the university
dorms where breakfast could not
be eaten because the bread was so
hard and there was little else
offered. Lunches were saved by
the fruit and pear juice. The
evening meal was better, but the
Husky team had to truck back and
forth to eat because they were
staying at a marble-floored girl’s

dorm in the middle of the town.

The AMA has been pushing
“support your ISDT rider” with
campaigns that include
contributions to be sent in return
for a sticker, pin and patch. Riders
say they’ve never seen any of this
money helping them to get to the
ISDT and defray the cost of their
expenses. This year the AMA
presented the riders with uniforms
to be worn at the presentation
ceremony. Athletic cotton jogging
suits with a couple of patches and
a brand-new pair of white
high-walled basketball sneakers.
Surely someone could have come
up with something a little more
professional looking than that.

U (110 URO RIDER

The Zipper Six Day Bag—$6.50, Clock Holder—
$9.95, Route Sheet Holder—$9.95, Catalog 50¢

THE ENDURO RIDER
POST OFFICE BOX 5352, IRVING, TEXAS 75062

DIRT BIKE

Y



The riders and support crews do it
for the achievement, the medals,
with the unselfishness of true
sportsmen and competitors
unmatched in any other form of
motorcycling competition. Don’t
they deserve better?

Next year’s 50th anniversary is
slated for Austria, where you’ll
have to get used to brotwurst and
mustard, yodeling and wiener
schnitzel with young frauleins in
colorful dirndl dresses and the
men in lederhosen.

AMERICAN RESULTS
49th 1.S.D.T.
Marks Machine
GOLD MEDAL
Dick Burleson (Lorain, OH) 0 HUS
Carl Cranke (Sacramento, CA) 0 PEN
Tom Penton (Lorain, OH) 0 PEN
Bill Uhl (Boise, ID) 0 CA
Jack Penton (Lorain, OH) 0 PEN
Malcolm Smith (Riverside, CA) 0 HUS
SILVER MEDAL
Eric Gensen (Eagle Rock, CA) 1 PEN
Dave Eames (Dalton, MA) 4 HUS
Ed Schmidt (St. Louis, MO) 5 HUS
Jim Hollander (Hamden, CO) 9 ROK
Ron Bohn (Pittsburgh, PA) 13 HUS
Joe Barker (Lorain, OH) 18 PEN
Paul Danik (Valencia,PA) 24 PEN
BRONZE MEDAL
Dave Latham (Harvard, MA) 33 YAN
Dane Leimbach (Lorain, OH) 37 PEN
Ron LaMastus (Bargersville, IN) 55 PEN
Danny Young (Bowling Green, KY) 62 PEN
Doug Wilford (Amherst, OH) 71 PUC
Ken Maahs (McMinnville, OR) 111 HUS
Bob Ismalof (Hempstead, NY) 129 PEN
DID NOT FINISH
Ben Bower (Mt. View, CA) LIND
Rod Bush (Parkersburg, WV/) PEN
Tom Shaw (Birmingham, AL) PEN
Don Stover (Lodi, CA) PEN
John Sitton (Carlton, OR) HUS
Charlie Vincent (Windsor Locks, CT) YAN
Mark Adent (Calabasas, CA) PEN
Don Cutler (Putnam, CT) YAN
O

Independent News Co., Inc., is pleased to announce
a Retail Display Plan available to all retailers in-
terested in earning a display allowance on DIRT
BIKE Magazine and who purchase the magazines
from suppliers other than Independent News Co.,
Inc. To obtain details and a copy of the formal con-
tract, please write to Director, Retail Sales Division,
Independent News Co., Inc., 75 Rockefelier Plaza,
New York, N.Y. 10019. Under the display plan, in
consideration of your acceptance and fulfillment of
the terms of the formal contract to be sent to you
upon your request, you will receive a display allow-
ance of ten percent of the cover price per copy sold
by you. This plan will become effective with all is-
sues of DIRT BIKE delivered to you subsequent to
the date your written acceptance of the formal Inde-
pendent News Co., Inc. Retail agreement is received
and accepted by our company.

ENGLE CAMS

Write for FREE spec sheet
‘ Engle Racing Cams, 1621 12 St., Santa Monica, Ca. 90404 i

|
|
}
FOR HONDA 750 i
|
|
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OPEKE TIES

“Don't rust, don’t stretch, don’t draw blood” DIRT BIKE, August '73.

Add strength and stability to your wheels.

For the serious rider who demands the strongest and most secure method of safety wiring.
Don't let broken spokes spoil the works.

Try SPOKE TIES and eliminate spoke damage.

A SPOKE TIE Kit contains enough spoke ties to wire both your wheels and a nifty

wiring tool. Send $3.50 plus 50¢ postage and handling

Made exclusively by St. Louis Wire Tie Mfg. Co.
1712 Macklind Ave., St. Louis, Missouri 63110
Attention: Mike Kaufmann

Please send me
Enclosed is my check/MO for
Name 4
Address
City State Zip

SPOKE TIE Kit(s)

Mail Order Service for

CZ - DKW

PARTS
ACCESSORIES
SERVICE

Illustrated Parts & Accessory Catalog
Send $1.00 plus year - Model - Engine
Number

CYCLE JACK AND WORK STAND

Heavy duty fully adjustable jack. Vertical from 9”
raises to 14”7, horizontally from 612”7 to 101",
with 247 lifting bar that also keeps the bike from
tipping. Large foot pads makes it suitable for
working in dirt. Highest quality, will accommodate
most motorcycles. MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send
only $2.00, pay postman $12.95 plus postage. Or
send $14.95 cash, check or M.0. for IMMEDIATE
postpaid shipment. U.S./Canada only.

NORGWAY MFG. &% Redick Ave.

Omaha, Nebraska 68112

NELSON’S MOTORCYCLES

2362 3rd St., Riverside, Ca. 92507
Telephone (714) 686-3383

2 Husqvarna

——=ride on'
T SHIRTS ==

All our t-shirts are premium quality merchandise
and your satisfaction is guaranteed!
* * * * * *
OTHER SHIRTS AVAILABLE: A-DKW; B-Viva
Montesa; C-Husqvarna (Old); D Carabela, ‘
E-Triumph; F-Harley #1; G-Harley Wings; H-BSA; 8
I-Norton; J-BMW; K-Honda 750; L-Flat Track;
M-Speedway; N-Motocross; O-Do it in the Dirt;
P-Keep on Trackin’; Q-Desert Riders (Circle One)
Yamaha,Bultaco,Suzuki, Kawasaki

7 w5 TORCYCLE®

DQQ

.Q\
/ l “\
11 ‘n

cH"

BOY'S SIZES S, M, L, XL
MEN'S SIZES S, M, L, XL

ORDER BY DESIGN # OR LETTER. CIRCLE 15 SUZUKI
SIZE & CHECK COLOR OF EACH SHIRT. SEND

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER. ADD .30 CENTS % [ﬂ”ﬁ/]/ H

PER SHIRT FOR POSTAGE & HANDLING.

FLA. RESIDENTS ADD 4% SALES TAX. 16 17 18
[0 DESIGN ON BOTH siDbEs NAME

ADD $1.00 ADDRESS
[] COLOR T-SHIRTS $3.75 CITY/STATE ZIP

[JWHITE T-SHIRTS $3.25

The SHIRT STOP

SEND .50 CENTS FOR CATALOG & SAMPLE

box 1387 . maitland, florida 32751
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